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Born in Chicago, Illinois, in 1947,
Hillary Rodham Clinton is the
daughter of Hugh and Dorothy
Rodham, a small businessman and a
homemaker, now retired and living
in Little Rock, Arkansas. Hillary
grew up with her two brothers in
suburban Park Ridge. In 1965, she
entered Wellesley College in
Massachusetts.

Graduating with high honors in
1969, she moved on to Yale Law
School in Connecticut, where she
served on the Board of Editors of
the Yale Review of Law and Social
Action and also worked in the
community for Yale Legal Services.
At Yale, she developed her special
concern for protecting the best
interests of children and their
families.

In 1973, Hillary joined the staff
of the Children’s Defense Fund
(CDF) in Washington, DC. A year
later, she was recruited by the
Impeachment Inquiry staff of the
Judiciary Committee of the US
House of Representatives to work
on the Watergate impeachment
proceedings.

Returning to CDF as a member
of the board in 1976 and as its chair
from 1986 to 1991, she has worked
to advance improved programs for
families—from pre-natal care to day
care, Head Start, school enrich-
ment, family leave, and flexible
work arrangements for mothers.
She also has been a board member
of numerous not-for-profit educa-
tional and social service institutions
including The Children’s Television
Workshop and the National Center
for Education and the Economy.

Hillary and Bill Clinton were
married in 1975, and, as she has
said, she “followed her heart to
Arkansas,” where the couple taught
together on the law faculty of the
University of Arkansas at Fayette-
ville. Their daughter, Chelsea, was
born in 1980.

With her husband’s election as
Governor in 1978, Hillary continued
her work on behalf of children. She
founded the Arkansas Advocates
for Children and Families. She
chaired the Arkansas Education
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Standards Committee, which, in
1984, created public school aceredi-
tation standards that have since
become a model for national reform.
Hillary introduced a pioneering
program that trained parents to
work with their children in pre-
school preparedness and literacy
through Arkansas’ Home Instruc-
tion Program for Pre-School Youth
(HIPPY). She also served on the
board of the Arkansas Children’s
Hospital, where she helped estab-
lish the state’s first neo-natal unit.

In recognition of these accom-
plishments and more, Hillary was
named Arkansas Woman of the
Year in 1983 and the Arkansas
Young Mother of the Year in 1984.

From 1979 to 1992, Hillary was
a partner with the Rose Law Firm
in Little Rock. She was the first
chair of the American Bar
Association’s Commission on
Women in the Legal Profession, and
was voted one of the “100 Most
Influential Lawyers in America” by
The National Law Journal in 1988
and 1991. &
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