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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
EMILY'S LIST WOMEN VOTE PROJECT 

BRUNSWICK, MAINE 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1996 

[Acknowledgments: Libby M i t c h e l l , State Representative; Mary 
Beth C a h i l l , Executive D i r e c t o r , EMILY's L i s t ] 

Thank you, Mary Beth. I'm d e l i g h t e d t o be w i t h a l l of you 
i n Brunswick and i n the great s t a t e of Maine. 

I t gives me great pleasure t o know t h a t EMILY's L i s t has 
endorsed Tom A l l e n and Joe Brennan. 

Tom A l l e n has been a longtime voice f o r the working f a m i l i e s 
of Maine. A community leader, a husband and a f a t h e r , Tom A l l e n 
has fought -- and when el e c t e d , w i l l continue t o f i g h t -- f o r 
issues t h a t matter t o women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

And Joe Brennan has been an advocate f o r the people of Maine 
throughout h i s years of d i s t i n g u i s h e d p u b l i c s e r v i c e . He has 
long supported c r e a t i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r everyone who i s w i l l i n g 
t o work f o r them. And t h a t means supporting an increase i n the 
minimum wage. I t means expanding access t o education f o r our 
young people. I t means standing w i t h the President i n supp o r t i n g 
an expansion of the Family and Medical Leave law t o help parents 
go t o a c h i l d ' s doctor's appointment or a parent-teacher 
conference. 

This i s an e x c i t i n g time t o be a woman. I t i s an e x c i t i n g 
time t o be an American. Over the l a s t f o u r years, I have had the 
chance t o t r a v e l a l l over our country, meeting w i t h women and men 
t o t a l k about t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s and concerns. And everywhere I 
go, I see people who are coming together t o f i n d s o l u t i o n s t o 
challenges i n t h e i r communities. I see people forming 
p a r t n e r s h i p s t o f i g h t crime i n t h e i r neighborhoods, improve t h e i r 
l o c a l schools, clean up the environment, and provide 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r young people. 
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Whether I'm i n San Antonio, or Sioux C i t y , o r South Central 
L.A. or r i g h t here i n Brunswick, people are r o l l i n g up t h e i r 
sleeves and doing whatever i t takes t o make t h e i r communities 
safer, cleaner, more secure, and more pr o d u c t i v e . 

These e f f o r t s make me very o p t i m i s t i c about our f u t u r e . 

I'm also encouraged because I have seen the important r o l e 
t h a t women are p l a y i n g across our country. I o f t e n t h i n k about 
the p a r a l l e l s between now and the e a r l y p a r t of the century. 
Women were l e a d i n g the st r u g g l e s f o r women's s u f f r a g e , f o r c h i l d 
l abor laws, f o r improvements i n p u b l i c education, and f o r 
workplace reforms. From Jane Addams' settlement movement i n 
Chicago t o Eleanor Roosevelt's e f f o r t s on the lower East side of 
Manhattan, women were on the f r o n t l i n e s of progress. 

Many of the women of the Progressive Era were educated and 
of economic means. Yet they were able t o look beyond themselves 
and t h e i r day-to-day concerns and see what we as a s o c i e t y 
needed. 

They spoke out. They lo b b i e d p o l i t i c i a n s . They organized. 
They p i c k e t e d . They made th i n g s happen. Because of them, today 
our c h i l d r e n no longer work i n sweatshops, our loved ones can 
d r i n k water t h a t i s safe, and we have the r i g h t t o vote. 

And y e t , today, 75 years a f t e r winning the r i g h t t o vote, so 
many of us do not f e e l enough of a stake i n our p o l i t i c a l process 
t o exercise t h i s hard-won f i g h t . F i f t y - f o u r m i l l i o n women chose 
not t o vote i n the l a s t e l e c t i o n . 

And here i n Maine, 87,000 women who voted i n 1992 d i d not 
vote i n 1994. 

I t h i n k about t h a t every time I t r a v e l and meet women around 
the world whose l i f e choices are so l i m i t e d because they are 
s t i l l l i v i n g w i t h o u t t h i s basic r i g h t . 

That's why the EMILY's L i s t Women Vote! P r o j e c t i s so 
c r u c i a l . Women b r i n g a s p e c i a l perspective t o c i v i c l i f e . Each 
of us has the power t o shape our common f u t u r e -- p o l i t i c a l l y , 
economically and s o c i a l l y . We only need t o use i t . 



Instead of p o i n t i n g f i n g e r s or assigning blame, women across 
our country are asking: "What are we going t o do t o solve t h i s 
problem?" 

I t i s t h a t s p i r i t of involvement and c a r i n g t h a t makes me 
o p t i m i s t i c about our nation's f u t u r e . 

During the next few weeks, I hope you w i l l take the same 
energy and commitment t h a t brought you here t o n i g h t and t a l k t o 
your f r i e n d s , neighbors, and co-workers about the importance of 
t h i s e l e c t i o n . 

This i s a watershed e l e c t i o n . I t i s the l a s t P r e s i d e n t i a l 
e l e c t i o n of the 20th century. I t w i l l e l e c t the f i r s t President 
of the 21st century. And i t w i l l speak volumes about what the 
f u t u r e holds f o r women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

That i s why women must be invol v e d . 

Now, I r e a l i z e t h a t there are some women out there who are 
turned o f f by p o l i t i c s and don't want t o get inv o l v e d . 

I've even had people ask me, "How can you stand being i n 
p o l i t i c s ? " 

And my answer i s always: "Are you married? Do you work i n an 
o f f i c e ? Do you belong t o a community o r g a n i z a t i o n or pl a y on a 
team?" 

P o l i t i c s i s the s t u f f of every day l i f e . I t ' s how we make 
decisions together as people. I t ' s also the engine of our 
democracy. And t o paraphrase Winston C h u r c h i l l , "Democracy i s the 
worst form of government except f o r any of the a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t 
have ever been t r i e d . " 

I b e l i e v e t h a t i t matters who s i t s i n the Oval O f f i c e . I t 
matters f o r women. I t matters f o r c h i l d r e n . I t matters f o r 
f a m i l i e s . I t matters f o r a l l Americans. 

And i n t h i s e l e c t i o n we have a chance t o r e - e l e c t a 
President who understands the day-to-day concerns t h a t most of us 
l i v e w i t h . 



We have the chance t o r e - e l e c t a President whose economic 
p o l i c i e s have created 10 m i l l i o n more jobs i n America since 1992, 
cut the d e f i c i t i n h a l f , and lowered the combined r a t e of 
i n f l a t i o n and unemployment t o the lowest p o i n t i n 27 years 
and t h a t ' s good news f o r women, who make up n e a r l y h a l f of our 
workforce. 

I don't know how many of you saw the census data t h a t was 
released yesterday. What b e t t e r evidence i s there t h a t our 
economy i s on the r i g h t track? 

• The l a r g e s t d e c l i n e i n the income gap i n 27 years 
• T y p i c a l f a m i l y incomes up since the President passed h i s 

economic package i n 1993. 
• The biggest drop i n the poverty r a t e i n over a decade, which 

has meant the lowest r a t e of poverty among A f r i c a n Americans 
and the e l d e r l y i n h i s t o r y , and the biggest drop i n c h i l d 
p o v e r t y and among s i n g l e mothers i n decades. 

This i s good news f o r a l l Americans. 

We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President who signed the 
Family and Medical Leave Act a f t e r i t had been vetoed twice 
before -- and who now i s working t o expand i t -- and t h a t ' s good 
news f o r 12 m i l l i o n men and women who need t o take time o f f t o 
take care of a c h i l d , spouse, a i l i n g parent. 

We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President who fought f o r a 
r a i s e i n the minimum wage and expanded the Earned Income Tax 
Cred i t -- and t h a t ' s good news f o r those t w o - t h i r d s of minimum 
wage workers who are women. 

We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President whose 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has granted more f e d e r a l loans t o small businesses 
than ever before -- and t h a t ' s good news f o r women business 
owners who are c r e a t i n g more new jobs than the e n t i r e Fortune 
500 . 

We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President who has proposed a 
GI B i l l f o r America's Workers and other j o b t r a i n i n g programs --
and t h a t ' s good news f o r women who are s t i l l s t r u g g l i n g t o 
achieve f u l l e q u a l i t y i n wages and i n the workplace. 



We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President who yesterday-
signed a b i l l t h a t w i l l r e q u i r e insurance companies t o cover 
h o s p i t a l stays f o r women a f t e r c h i l d b i r t h f o r a t l e a s t 48 hours. 

The President also signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum b i l l i n t o 
law -- and t h a t i s good news f o r m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s who no longer have t o l i v e i n f e a r of l o s i n g t h e i r 
medical b e n e f i t s , or being denied them, when they lose or switch 
jobs. 

We have the chance t o r e e l e c t a President who has worked as 
hard as he can t o expand educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r Americans, 
not s h r i n k them -- and t h a t i s good news f o r c h i l d r e n i n Head 
S t a r t programs, students whose only hope of higher education i s 
through more f l e x i b l e c o llege loans, and workers who need t o go 
back t o school t o l e a r n new s k i l l s t o compete i n a new g l o b a l 
economy. 

We have the chance t o r e - e l e c t a President who i s w i l l i n g t o 
stand up t o the Nat i o n a l R i f l e A s s o c i a t i o n and say: "No" t o 
assault weapons and "Yes" t o the Brady B i l l -- and t h a t ' s good 
news f o r a l l Americans, and e s p e c i a l l y women who worry about 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s s a f e t y i n school and on the s t r e e t . 

We have the chance t o e l e c t a President who w i l l balance the 
budget w i t h o u t undermining our investments i n education, the 
environment, Medicare and Medicaid, and our pension system. 

There i s not a l o t of guesswork i n t h i s e l e c t i o n . The 
choices are c l e a r . 

One choice o f f e r s a bridge t o the f u t u r e . The other a bridge 
t o the past. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t as Americans we are poised f o r the gr e a t e s t 
years i n our h i s t o r y . The economy i s on the r i g h t t r a c k . 
Educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s are expanding. The crime r a t e i s going 
down across the country. 

We have a strong s t o r y t o t e l l . And when people ask you why 
t h i s e l e c t i o n matters, or why they ought t o be in v o l v e d , you can 
t e l l them t h a t i t ' s about c r e a t i n g o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l ; demanding 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from a l l ; and strengthening our American 



community. 

[Bosnia story] 

Thank you f o r your commitment and support. And thank you f o r 
helping B i l l Clinton and Al Gore return f o r another four years i n 
the White House. 
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