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QI:ongress of tbe Wnlteb ~tates 

The Honorable W'illiam Clinton 
President 
The White Howe 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear President Clintor.: 

Mla~ington, :me 20515 

November 24, 1998 

We write to you regarding the current situation involving Dr. Richard Streb and his recent 
incarceration. We appreciate any and all attention you can give to this important matter. 

Dr. Streb w~ arrested in November 1997 with 28 others for protesting at tho United 
States military base in Fort Benning. Georgia. They were demonstrating against the controversial 
School of the Americ~s {SOA), a U.S. funded military school to train Latin American military 
personnel. As you may know, this past weekend another demonstration occurred in front of Fort 
Benning. Tbis 1:me W&S led by the renowned actor and social activist, Martin Sheen, and we 
underBtand that about 2,000 people participated. Yet none of these demonstrators were arrested, 
even though they had ·::rossed on to base property as wcll. Rather, they were bussed to a. park 
outside the town limit.'I and deposited there. That seems to us to be a much more appropriate 
pumshmcnt to fit the crime committed. 

Nonethi~:ess, Dr. ·Streb was able to defer his six month jail sentence for almost a year. This 
delay in his rison term was generously anted because Dr. Streb needed to care for his 74-year-
old wife, , ;~--= ~~~However, on 
September 21, 199 , , -year tenn ma Federal prison in Beaver, 
West Vtrginia. 

& a form.er cc•nstituent of Representative Ackerman's, we can assure you that Dr. Streb 
has been an upetancfu:g citizen with no prior criminal record. He was the chainnan of the social 
studies department at Northport Eigh School and remains well respected by fellow teachers and 
students alike. He ret~red almost 20 years ago and has since relocated to Roanoke, Virginia. 

Dr. Strc:b is new 73 years old, and is not in good health. He remains in a frail and 
weakened condition, and we also understand that he has not been receiving the proper medication 
that he needs to remain healthy. In addition. Dr. Streb fears for his life, as he has been 
incarcerated with mostly drug dealers and other common criminal. elements, and therefore has 
been forced to live in rough and harassing conditi.oiis. · 

. Having served. over a month of his sentence, we feel that Dr. Streb has been sufficiently 
punished for his crime. We implore you to seriously consider the circumstances .surrounding Dr 
Streb' s imprisonment and commute his sentence to ti.me served. 

Clinton Library Photocopy 

l.dl 002 
4tru v..) 
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President Clinton lette: 
Page2 

Thank yc1u for taking the time to carefully examine and review this situation. I trust that 
you will make a decision that bene:lits all those in:volv6d in thls case. 

Sincerely, 

J eph Moakley 
ember of Congre 

I 
. 
•. 

Member of Congress 



Laura: 

suggested language: 

Thank you for your recent letter. .... 

I have asked the Department of Justice about the status of requests for executive 
clemency for the six individuals convicted following an incident at the U.S. Army School of the 
Americas. The Department of Justice has informed me that only one of those six individuals, Dr. 
Richard Streb, has thus far chosen to apply for executive clemency. The Justice Department is 
currently conducting a thorough review of Dr. Streb's application. When that review is 
complete, the Department of Justice will forward that application, along with the Department's 
recommendation, to the President. Please be assured that we will keep your correspondence here 
so it will be available to the President when the matter comes before him. 

In the meantime, should the others seek to apply for executive clemency, application 
materials and further information about the process are available from the Office of the Pardon 
Attorney at the following address: Office of the Pardon Attorney, Department of Justice, 500 
First Street, NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC, 20530. The phone number is (202) 616-6070. 

I hope this information is helpful. Thank you again for taking the time to communicate to 
the President your views on this important matter. ....... 
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Mr. John Podesta 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear John: 

December 29, 1998 

JAN 

c_c 

/ -l..--., 

/~ ''>o· --- ·_. . 

I have been asked to write to you about the release of the six protesters at the U.S. 
Anny's School of the Americas. 

I know that you are very familiar with all of the details of this matter. 

A colleague of mine, Charles Currie, S.J., has written to you about the matter. 

I know that you will do whatever is feasible. 

On another point: I congratulate you formally upon your elevation in the White House. 
All of us are proud and grateful. 

It goes without saying that I stand ready to be of assistance to you in any way possible. 

Robert F. Drinan, S.J. 

RFD:jaf 
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ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

May 5, 1998 

Mr. JobnD. Podesta 
rusi.stant to the Presidant and Deputy Chief of Staff 
Tiu: Whits House 
Washington DC, 20500 

Dev Mr. Podesta: 

At the sugcstian af 01Jl' mutual fri.md and coJJcagw::. Madt Gearan. l am 
writing to ~uest JOU:t assiatance Ydtb the enclosed petition far clemency, 
commutation of tCDtcmcc awl remis.sian af tine of lhc 25 Prorarcrs 
apin5t the School of the Americas. 

I understand that the ll0lll181 parclou process is quite timo-cansmniDg and 
would not be able to help those :who arc already sorvi.ug their m-mcmth 
sentences. Thns I would hope you would be: able to help expedite things 
so that the President might act quicklJ. 

As one wba has bccD deeply inwlVc:d with El Salvador over the put tti~c 
}rears, I appreciate the many ways 1his AdmDJistndian has bean more 
.rupomive to TCqllCStS for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re: 
human rigbls issues and grass roots concerns. From the new approaches 
ofBmn Atwood at A.LD .• to the new semltlvity of 1he U.S. Alnbassadnr, 
Mrs. ADDe Patanon, in El Salvadm, thD diffBrence is obvious and much 
appreciated. Ona recmrln.1 isllX howwver, is the School of the Americas, 
which continua TD be a sDrD paint. 

I wish I cmd othets wcm able to cmxrincc the President that the SOA 
lhould be shut down, bec.ause, despite ~ to the contmy. it 
does not seem to have chal1gad significantly from ita scmy past. One 
instructot iJ quoted as sayin.a, "Nothing hu c;h.anged; we teach the same 
counter insurgency tacfu:a as befmel but ~w t1u: target is the dtug trade. n 

Its graduatas now attack 1he indigenous population of Chiapas rather than 
Salvadorans. The Commandmg Officer. Colonel lloy Ttmnblc md 
Captain McGivem, Public Affairs Officer', both sound eerily like what I 
heard in El Salvador Dine years ago u they equate h'"benticn theology 
with commtmism, protests as un-American, etc. 

M•"" T"'\I '•""••:rr (""'nJ,,.. c ~'.,..... A.f\C \"lla••ntrr.~l """',,_ .,,..,.,'JC -r- ""'~\ D&., 8De'1: C .. - ,,".,\ O~., o~ , .. 
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Mr. John D. Podesta 
May 5. 1998 
Page Two 

But the mait:a thrust of this letter Js to encourage a speedy pardon of the 
men and women in jail far a peacefbl protest of what, at the very least, is 
a highly questiom.bale place. Attomey FWmula. in her ezacloed letter, 
make1 tb.e legal case for such au action. and her brief biogpphies of 
those imprisoned a1firr strong moral justifu:ation for such a. pardon. 

These D1ID and women. are .straDg euough to endure imprisonment, but it 
i!I a put waste of the kinds of IC1'Vice they bring to 1hcir variollJ 
communiliea to have them in jail, IM:ll far six m.axrtbs. Them is also a sad 
irony that while they are in pri.4on fm a hannlaa1 expression af their right 
to protest peece&lly, thoae 1espuD11"'blc for the lcil)jng of the four 
Amerlcan ~in El Salvador in. 1980 (lib most of those involved in 
ldlliq tU Jesuib in 1919, graduates of the School o!thc Americas) were 
reported to be walking he iD Mimoi. 

A speedy pardon would demmlstrata. in a very taDgible way, Pxesident 
Climon's ~oncem mr justice and human rights. 

I would also hope that he could see bil way to allowing the closing of the 
School of 1he Americas and trsmfairina any worthwhiJ.i prognms there 
to another base. 1lma an: simply too mmy victims and too much 
negative 1mmm right! bUtmy aaociatl!d with the place for it ever to 
fimdiou nomaally. 

'Ihank yao for any help ycu can provide. I would be hippy to provide any 
additional iDformatian you might .need. 

Gratefully. 

~4>.IM~~· 
Charles L. Cotrie, SJ. 

Enclo1urc 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 27, 1999 

TO: MEREDITH CABE 

FROM: JO HUNERWADEL 

Meredith, we understand that you are 
the one that handles clemency in WHC. 
This package will be officially 
transferred to you through our Records 
Management office, but Caroline thought 
it a good idea to give you a heads up. 
It looks like you already received the 
letter from Currie directly from 
Podesta's office. 
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Mr. John Podesta 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear John: 

JAN 

December 29, 1998 

I have been asked to write to you about the release of the six protesters at the U.S. 
Anny's School of the Americas. 

I know that you are very familiar with all of the details of this matter. 

A colleague of mine, Charles Currie, S.J., has written to you about the matter. 

I know that you will do whatever is feasible. 

On another point: I congratulate you formally upon your elevation in the White House. 
All of us are proud and grateful. 

It goes without saying that I stand ready to be of assistance to you in any way possible. 

RFD:jaf 

J"N ·' ·t • 7 . ., r,, L. l :1 t 

Robert F. Drinan, S.J. 

filHJ .Vrr.c..,/a.~l!J' . ..\t•t•11111'. .V. n'. Wirslli11:tt11• '1C. .!1J1J111.1111.; 

tl'l: 1JO]J hfl].tH1i.; ji1oimil1•.• t:fJ11 hlt!.v.t fl r·m11il: 1/1 ~ltttl.!!..'a"''~·~tt1w11.1•d11 
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ASSOCIATION OF ]ESUlT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Mr. John D. Podesta 
rusistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington DC1 20500 

Dev Mr. Podesta: 

At the soggcsticm of our mutual friend and coJJeague. Mark. Gearan, l am 
writing to request your as~tance with the enclosed petition for clemency, 
co.o:unutation of sentence ilild remission of fine of the 25 Protesters 
against the School oftb.e Americas. 

I understand that the normal pezdon process is quite time-consuminc El.Ild 
would not be able to help those ~ho arc already serving their six-month 
sentences. Thus I would hope you would be able tc help expedite things 
so that the President might act quicJcly. 

As one whc has been deeply involved with El Salvador over the past nine 
years, I appreciate the many ways this Administration has bem mo1e 
responsive to requests for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re: 
human rigbls issues and grass roots concerns. From tb.e new approaches 
of Brian. Atwood at A.l.D .• to the new sensitivity of the U.S. AI:nbassador, 
Mrs. Anne Paten;on, in El Salvador, the difference is obvious and much 
appreciated. One recurring issue however, is the School of the Americas, 
which continues to be a sore point. 

I wish I and others were able to convince the President that the SOA 
should be shut down, because, despite protcs1atiom to the contrazy. it 
does not seem to have cha.D.ged &ignificantly from its souy past. One 
instructor ill quoted a.s saying, "Nothing has changed; we teach the same 
counter insurgency tactics as before, but ~ow the target is the dtug trade." 
Its graduates now attack the indigenous populatiOD. of Chia:pas rather than 
Salvadorans. The Cornmandmg Officer. Colonel J.oy Trumble and 
Captain McGiv~ Public Affairs Officer, both sound eerily like what I 
heard in El Salvador Dine years ago as they eq1121.te liberation theology 
"<Nith. commuaism1 ptotcsts .as un-American~ etc. 
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Mr. John D. Podesta 
Mays. 1998 
Page Two 

But the main thrust of this letter is to encourage a speedy pardon of th.e 
men and women in jail for a peaceful protest of what. at the very least, is 
a highly questio.nabale piece. At1omey Hannula, in her enclosed letter, 
makes tb.m legal case for such an action. and her brief biogiaphies of 
those imprisoned offer rt:rong moral justitica.tion for such a pardon. 

These men and women are strong enough to endure imprisonment. but it 
is a great ~ of the kinds of service they bring to 1heir various 
communities to have them in jaiL even for six mc:crths. Th.ere is also a sad 
irony that while they Rte in prison for a ha!mless expression of their right 
to protest peace.fi.ally1 those responsible for the Jcilling of the four 
American wumen in El Salvador in 1980 (like most of those involved in 
killil1g the Jesuits in 1989, graduates of the School of the Americas) were 
reported to be walking free in :Miami. 

A speedy pardon would demonstrate. in a very tangible way, President 
Clinton's 1;oncem for justice and human rights. 

I would 8.lso hope that he could see his we.y to allowing the closing of the 
School of the Americas and tzsnsfeaing any worthwhile p:t0grams th.ere 
to another base. there are simply too mmzy victims and too much 
negative h'mnan rights blltmy associated with the place for it ever to 
function :normally. 

Thank you for any help you can provide. I would be happy to pzovide any 
additional information you might need, 

Gratefully. 

~~~&)' 
Charles L. Cuaie. S.J. 

Enclo!il.ure 
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Mr. Mike Lowry 
President 
Enterprise Washington 
1900 S. Puget Drive 
Renton, WA 98055 

Dear Mr. Lowry: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 16, 1999 

Thank you very much for your letter to the President regarding commutations of sentence 
for six protestors of the U.S. Army's School of Americas. 

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice, 
individuals seeking executive clemency must file an application with the Office of the Pardon 
Attorney at the Department of Justice. Of the six named individuals in your letter, only Dr. 
Richard Streb has filed such an application. Dr. Streb's application is currently under review at 
the Department of Justice. I will forward a copy of your letter to the Pardon Attorney to ensure 
that it will be included in that review. 

Thank you again for your thoughtful letter, and for taking time to communicate to the 
President your views on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Associate Counsel to the President 

cc: Mr. Roger C. Adams 



M_ike Lowry 
President 

Enterprise Washington 
W a~hing.ton St:!tc Governor \ 1993- i 997) 

UnitE:d S•,atc::; Congress (1979- l 989i 
I %0 S. P11get Drive 

Rentcm, Vil•.. ~3055 lJSA 

October 21, i 998 

The Honon.ble 'Nilliam Jefferson Clinrnn 
The \\:lute House 
1600 Pem1sylvania Avem1e N.W. 
W1shin~~ton D.C 20)00 

RE: Request for Clemency, Commutation of Sentence and Remission of Fine 
of the 2(} SOA Profostcrs . ,,.., _______ ,_·----·~.·.~-·-··-· -··· · · · 

~-.. ··'~· .... ~- ........ ~ • ....-......... ·---~~~.>.:.·.··•'• ••.. ·.·~.J·~ .. , · .. ·., .. : ,·· .. ,, 

Dear President Clinton: 

I am wtiting to .<;hO\V mv ~.t1pport lli1d <:'.Jncern for the protesters of the U S. Army's School of the 
Am~ncas (SOA) One of:hr}:.;c protesiers. Fr. William J. Bichsel, is a '/0-year-old priest from Tacoma. 
Washington. and a life-!::,ng ,·;_:::.idfrit ofv\.'asllington State. Fr. Bichsel began se1ving l 1/z years '.n 
Fedcrni Priscin on Sepleubcr 28, ! 9~-,i:;, for his peaceful non-\~olem protest of the SOA 

As a member of Congress frum 1979-1989, I oppcsed US. support of the School of the A.n·11:~ricas. 
I definjte!y continue to question wi:e1i1er the SOA d1Jes promote peace a.'1d democracy in Latin 
America. Too many reports frnm Latin An1erica cominue to point to human rights abuses committed 
by SO/\ graduates. We, as Amcric1ns. cmmot 1,_'.0ntinue w be viewed as complicit in thc;se atrocities. 
Economic aid and free trc:id~ are the torils i.hc;.t will l)ting lasting. peaceful relations with Latin America. 

There is<:. group (1f W<lshi.ngt.:-:n Sta:t: :momeys seeking clemency for the SOA Protesters. According 
to them., 25 An·,e1icans were r,hargl•d with misdemeanor criminal trespass charges at Ft Benning, 
.-. ·.• "'r'• - - .1&·--·· . ·-~···;..' .... - .... n-.-~.1 .... - ........ - ........ - .. •' ....... ~ ..• t...- .. 1,....c-._l,"' ~ ..... "'.,...:,.'"', ... ;nJ:1 M,Q...,. ..... 1.,.. .... , n 
\JelJl;y1a.. 1.1zt;::jt" v•h.1 . .1.0\. • .) ...uv.:1.;.,; u·.J111 "· l-·h., ... t.\...·""L' .... u !-'''·':.·-·u ~:. ·.•·.1.,,,1 ._.,_.,., ..... .i. ,, ........ --. •••• _ ..... ~""'-· .......... -· _ .... .__.:.:_ ... -."~-

November 16, l 9':)7, when ff:·Jre chan 2,UOi_l A!i1ericas gRthered al!d held a silent funeral precession ar.d 
pmyer vigil conunemorating the d~z.ths uf the .'iiX Jesuit p1iest~, rheir houst:keeper, and her 15-year-old 
daughter All were kjllecl i'.fovember 16. l 989 i;\ El Sa!'.1ador According to the United Nations Truth 
Commission, 19 ,1fthe 26 soldi(·rs four.d to bt 1·c:;ponsil1i{: for the:;e murders were SOA gr::;,duates. 

The 25 Americans con-,[cted of r1irninal trt!:.pa~s were semenccd to six months in Federai Prison and a 
$3,000 fine. It is my understanding that 20 of the 25 have ?Jready s~rved their six-month sentence. Dr 
Richard Streb, on~ of the 25, hegan serving hi<; six-m.onth sentence just on~ month ago, on September 
21. 1998. Dr Streb is 73 years old, a decorated \Vcrld War lJ '/ eterarL a n~tired teacher, and the 
primary cardaker of his elderlv 1,vife. 

!·. 4 



The Honorable Wiiliam Jefferson Clinron 
OctobE'r 21, 1 998 
Page: 

h1 a sep<-.rat:; prnti;:-:t two m~nths prior. on. Scp!~ri1oer 29, 1997, fiv~ prote:;ter::; gar11ered at thf: c-mrance 
silln to ft. Beru1in2. A·2curdin14 t1J ati..-imev; fa.iYJi.!iar with the case_ the base and media were no1itied • ;f 

(..;.· - - ~ 

the prokst se'.1crai days earlier. The n-;ifaa.ry µoiice arrived at t:ie sr:.me timr. ;;.s ~he protesters ur;d 
wa.tch<:d the ;ii-!"OtP.sters ·#rite "Schooi af Assassins. Scliool of Shf.l.mc'' Uil tl1e ~i9..n. A.Itcr the nrote:;ter~; 

~, . 
w~re flnishc<l, !ht: ... µrayt:d together and ;;ang a hymn, 3nd m that ~ime wi;r1: <iJTo;;3kd and r.im:~/.:::d v,~t\: 
two r.1)1Jn~s c·i· fok:ny property de~~n .. H_,,j;_;n Sr Marge EikrrnarL :i. 70-year-old nun .. Ed Y.jn~me:. :'via.:~\' 

Trotochaud and KatJ-.Jee!l Rumpf v:rote •Jfi th~ ~ign. Fr. William Bichsel placed his hand in red paint 
o.rid pi(lci::cl it on the :;:igi1 

~- H ~'.:~ ~.- .. ~(".£1';·.rfd :~r-?c;;-~r. ~1")ri.f ':1-n1 ... es F?·::-.:~1 "~~ht~=-) 17 r .. ~_n!~th~.: for ~he .'-~entt~tT.iber ,~~~!·~- Fou~.· ef ~ht five 
Wt!re dITlong the 25 sentenced for the Nuvemcer protest, and rather tha.ri run the r~.T: 5entencr::; 
concurrently (as was requested bv their defoose team), Judge Elliott gave the four consecutive 
senwnces, w be served in addition ~o the six-m.:)llth-sentences. (Judge Elliott'~ biography is att~·:hed 
and republished ·,vith pemussion). 

... 
I ask that you conum:te tht sentences of Fr. William Bich::ei. Ed Ki.~<.>.ne, Sr. Marge-Eilerman, Ma1~v 
T~·~th::n.:?, K::\t~le~wf<;Jmpf:t~d Dr: T<.:icha~r;b .. T_he~e a.re deeply 1eLigious pe1)ple ex~ress~1:g . 
their h~~anrelt bd1cfi; about the SOA not harnenro cnmmais th<lt we must removeJrom ~:ocietv m order 

• ' i. . 

to pr:..'tt•ct ·Jur commurn~!es \ 
\' '· ? i' . .. ,, :~; ,· -

F \ '"JI' B" h I . 11 I d l d ·{! d . " I . • . .• J~ r. \. :_2~m. 1c 1~:e. 1s a we -.r.:nown 1.u: \\'e.1-resp~cre pro uct1ve mem,)t'r Gt tne gn:a~er 
Tacvma/5eattle ;irea. He ha~ dedicated f'js life to working with the homeless and mentally ill. 
taught at Bc!li.:.nnin\.:: <:tmi Seattic Prepar~tory Sch~"iols, both well known for thei!" acad'=mic 
1chiev·~mems. Jnd ·,v·c.s Dean of Students at Gonzag~ University He has wo11 awards for his 
humanit:uian dforts. 

H.e 

To inc2f•:erate these i!;di,·i<luals is a terrible waste ofta"=paye~s1 money. The ioss to their conm1urliii::::; 
is trernen<lous. Piease commute their semences and remit their fines, along 'N!th the fines of the 20 \.vh:; 

have al.r~:!dy se;-,·cd {heir sentences. 

:\for~ tr.an 5. OUO cifo:t:ns ha\'e 5it..;r!c:r. pditior.s callin~ for tbt:ir rdc<'.'SC. Arti;,:.~le 2, S.;:ction 2 of i he 
Ccmstitution .0ve•; you foll authmiry w pardr;n rhesc citizens. 

Chad~ y1:u for your rh•J 1.!ghtfi.il cons1dtntion. 

Sinceiely, 

cc· Th~ Aciing Pti1·don Attorney 

Enclosure 



. I llna r.ogow: a poia.ar o/Jftr. 
1a Uaivcoicy and a AC..U 
nsd who has been ia¥0ivcd ia die ;.a 
;icion. "He played oa die good raich 
Jublic officials and wtw he assumed· 
• !heir own des~ 10 do ri&bL .. 
~ogow likens Hocvdc:r ro Frank 
!nson. now on !he Fif1b Clrcuil Court 
o\ ppcals, who is famous for bi.s civil ' 
:11s dcci~ions u a di.suia coun judge · 
Ah1b:una in the sixties and scvaitics. 
ncn: was a lac of public raisranc:e ro 
;c:veler's actions in the BrowudCoun­
Jail ca.sc-9Cople's anirudc. 'YU, ic's 

' s11ppas~d to be a bocd. •• says Ru-
. w. "And plenty of cxhct judges 
)Uld've tried 10 sbirit ii, or avoid re· 
onsibili1y for i1 by saying something 
.c. 1 c:in'I help ii, lhc Cocwi1ution 
;iJ.;~s me do ii. But Hocveler never did. 
: s :approach was, this is wlul mus1 be· 
>n.:. Jn<.! we're going lo be bcucr pco-
: for n;aving done it. •• For Im pan. 
:leveler ju)t s;ays lhac he thinks !hi: put>· 
:'s a11i1u<.lc 1ow;anJ jails is c:twi11111i;. 
We're slowly coming out of !he Dad 
~c:s ... 
The judge points IO a criminal asc in 

n9. U.S. v. Kopituk. :u unc o( 1he 
011 deman<.ling he l\as 1ricd. A c:omplc' 
·g:inized crime case, i1 involved W21&."1'· 

<Jnl union officials and cmplo~ 
ien: wen: :?2 defendana al die: OUISCf, 
id 11 went 10 trial) who nad allegedly 
inicip;ited for mon: lhan ICll yars in a 
1dcspn:ad pauem of corruption aimed 
sc.:uri ng i:on1rol u( business activicy al 

:vcr:il major pons ia !hi: soudleaslcm · 
nued .5~tcs. Boch defense lawyen and 
'USCCUIOn in WI aw offer high praise 
>r Hocveler's pcrfonnancc. "He llCYa' 

ia15 favorites, never ruftlcs, and be has 
ic patience o( Job," says one of die 

Wlllla111 lloneler 

ros.ecu1on. 
After nearly seven monlhs of !rial, 

l~veler cncuun1cn:d a nuvel problem 
•hen-four days after jury dclibenlions 
ad bcgu~ juror became psychouc 
nd nad 10 be disdwgi:d. Over rhc 
nanimous objections of defense coun­
:1. Hocveler subs1i1utcd an altcma1e ju. 
Jr. 1hus violating one of the federal 
:.iic:s of civil proci:dun:. He accompa-
1cd nis order with J can:ful opinioa 
.xplaining why !he bending of !he rules 
• u nc-c:c:uacy. "The defense mo'V'Cd for 1 
:usuiJI, unsuccessfully. and 1he c:entr.11 
~sue in the Ko.011uJ: ~ppcal bcc:unc 
•l"l.:1ner Hocvclcr h:ul erred in subslilUI· 
ng the 1uror. The [lncn1h Circuil COIU1 

.. wcaa..o 1.U ' JO"n') 

.. -~, ····- :: ~-- : ...... ~ ·- ··-- ...... -- - .. . ·-··--- -·- ·-- ·--·-·- -· ·-· 
Copilllk coawiclioaa wen: lflin!xd ia E1Jioa appoilucd IO die bench. Al a S1lle 

Novaabcr 1982. ""ft*'1"'·~TFWHH~~.mb1ua· 
Some lawycn do complaia aa mg dW! pn:ss~ wen: !heir 

vdcr c:m be slow to rule ill civil cues, · efforu to blacken Talmad~. Elliou de- -
panicularty oa pn:-cri:i! moriom. Hoc- dared Iha! if the "migluy moguls o( mis-
¥dcr offers this airicism bimsd(, com- rqxacncatioa" continued in OW cfToct. 
meriting 11111 he thinks he is less etricicnl die: swc would punish !hem wilh legisla· 
lh;n some of his collcagllC3. But hi.s Slip- lio11 llllhorizing suit for "libel al'insl 
ponen poial OUl lhll Aorida Southern society." la 19S2, when Ellion was ar· 
Dillria judges ~ laboria1 under a &Uing that the county-unit system of con· 
aushiac lo8d o( aimi.naJ eases. with ducting elections. which zuanncccd 
civil cases allllOSl crowded off lhc dcclc· while rural domination of Georgia poli· 
ct. Hocvclcr, they say, ii &low bcc:lusc lies, sbould be wrinen into the s1a1c c:on-
hc gives each case die kind o( Individual· 
iud aacation tbat many judges wilh 
more of 1 casc<OuDl mcnw1ty DO lonF 
do. ·. 

Pelcr Nimkoff, a U.S. magistnte for 
the Soulhcm Disltict of Florida. has had 
lhc opportunity to view Hocvelcr from 
!he vantage point of a defense lawyer. a 
pro~1or (he was chief of the civil divi­
sion in the U.S. attorney's office in 1he 
Sou1hcm District), md his prcsenl rule. 
Nimlolf says 1ha1 he h;as seen the ~amc 
rooi.lcl of fairness and councsy in Hoc­
vclcr from each al !hose pcnpcctivcs. 
adding 1ha1 rhc judge "malccs aayonc 
who believes in 1he possible nlaJCSly 
of 1he law wan& IO be a pan of his 
coun." 41 C01U1i~ Bruck. 

WORST 
J. ROBERT auon, 73 
.4ppoint~d by Ktnntt/y in 1962 
Judges liltc J. Robcn Elliou of Gcori•a 's 
Mi<.l<.lle District OV'C, fortunately, a nn· 
ishing breed. An old·line scgrcptioaist 
who naunlS bi.s dcep-rooced prejudices 
againsl blacks, unions, and cruninal de· 
fcndana, Ellioa is less a judge than a 
dcspor. He is often compared ey lawyers 
to Mississippi's legendary Harold Cox 
("Still Racist After All These Ycan," 
AL, JuJy 19791, DOW OD senior SWUS ia 
the Fifth Cln:uil. 

OYa" lhc last 21 ycan. Ellioa-e Km· 
acdy appointee who went Oii the bench in 
1962-has been heavily · l"C\'CDCd (finl 
by lhc Fiflh Circuit and now by the Elev· 
cnthl. According 10 Victor Navasky's 
K~nnnJy lustier. Elliott's rcversaJ l1IC 
in civil rights cases during !he years dw 
Robert Kennedy was Aaomcy Ocncral 
(1961-1964) WU 90 pm:cnl, exceeding 
even that of Harold Cox. 

C.B. King, a blade anomey from Al· 
bany, Georgia. tint appc:in:d before the 
judge in 1962. Elliou had issued 111 in· 
junctioa apinsl King's cliClllS, Dr. Mar· 

. tin Luther King (no relation) and odller 
in1cgr.uionists, to keep tncm from dca1-
onsma1ing in Albany. Ellioa's groullll 
for the injunction wu lhat the demon· 
stnton would violate rbc civil rights of 
loc:li non-integralionis1 whites. In the 20 
yean since, sa15 King, ··there have been 
beucr lhan fifcy civil rights cases in 
which I've been involved, either u prin· 
cipal counsel or of counsel, and I can'! 
rcc:ill a single instance when: 1hc relief 
sought was granli:d by Judge Elion. It 
was always a m:urcr of having lo go 10 
1he :ippcllace c:oun. And with !he cxccp­
rion of four or five of those cues, 1he 
cin:uit coun either rcvcned or n:man.I· 
ed." 

There was ample indicatioo before El­
l ion was appointed rhal he might m:il:t 
rhe fcder.i.I bench into a politic:il podium. 
A Dcmoc:ratic national comminc:cman 
from 1946 to 19S6, Ellioct li:d lhc walk· 
out of lhc Georgia dcle1a1ion at the 1948 
Dcmocr:icic National Coovenlioa in pro-
1cs1 of 1he p:uiy's .uanc:e in sappon of 
civil ngnts. I le was I noor IC3der for 
G~c~ia'~ Se;!!"e§alionbt i1ovcmor, Her­
man T:ilm~...i:ie. who lacer bcc:unc :a U .:l. 

stillltion, he was widely quOled as say· 
ing, "I doa't want lhcsc pinks. radials, 

·and blOC·YOICl'S 10 OUIYOle those who UC 
trying 10 pn:scrve our scgn:ptionill 
laws and other 1raditions." 

Elliott's hatred for lhc press seems to 
be u pronounced as nis scgn:galioni.sl 
beliefs. Ill 1974u. WilliamCalleycamc 
before nim wilh a nabcas corpus petition 
after being convicted by coun-mania! o( 
pn:mcditaied murder :ind assault wilh in· 
tcnl ro commit murder. In his opinion 
selling uidc lhc conviction, Ellioct de­
voted nearly SO pages 10 reviewing wha& 
he deemed to be !he inflamma1ory news 
coverage of~lcy and his role in the My 
Lai massacre. and summed up lhis sec­
tion by saying that '"if there bu ever 
been a case in which a conviction should 
be SCI aside because of prejudicial pub-
licicy. !his is it." . 

la the 1'3111bling and grandiloquent 
conclusion 10 his Calley opinion. Elliott 
declared that "waris war." He illustrat· 
cd the point by comparing Calley's mur· 
dcr of civilians al My Lai 10 Joshua's 
des eruct ion of Jericho as dcscri bed in the 
Old Testament, wnich Elliott quoted II 
length; 10 IYlll rhe· Terrible· s drowning 
of lhc Jews; to Winston Churdlill and 
President Eisenhower's joint bombing o( 
German cities; and, in fullest exposition, 
10 Union General Willi;am Tecumseh 
Sherman's acts of violence against Con­
fcdcn1e civilians in nis march through 
Georgia during the Civil War. Elliott 
closed with this paean ro Calley's mat· 
tyrdom: "He was pummelled Jnd pillo­
ried by !he prcss./He was 1aun1cd and 
rainli:d by television./He was repro:achcd 
and ridiculed by radio./He was ctitiCJ~cd 
and coodcmncd by commcnta· 
ton .... •• 

Ellioct ruled C.dlcy's conviction inval· 
id and ordered him freed in September 
1974. One year later, rhc Fifth Circuit 
found E!lioc! in error on ail ITT'Ollnd~ and 
ordered CJlicy back 10 prisott. 

Fii:MINa~~-
,.'\ ,,~--- -~ and · · .··'-

DUPLICATING. 
~;:-:.::.:~-: ... 

Speclailsts In Large· 
Commercial U~gatlon 
•Rates substanU&lly below 

your law lkm's ift.ftOuSe 
copying ChllOH . . ., . ,. ' 

• Can handle any quani1iy of· 
C1oCumen1s on snort notice 

• Can arrange lor m1crolilming 
and dUplicaling an.,Wllete in tne 
United Stales ~.t-.;.;.. ··· 

• Blow t>acks from miC:toii.lin. 
• Free pick-up and delivefy 1n 

New York City 
• No charge lor collaling, 

stapling and hole puncruno 
• Se1vices available 7 days ii 

..eek 
• Security and confidenuality 

guaranteed 
• Facilities management 

FOR INFORMATION 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
Call 01 write 
JAMES MURRAY 
DOLE DUPUCA TING & 
lllCROFILM SERVICE. INC. 
82 Beaver Street 
New Yortt. New Yo"' 10005 
(212) ~-33:!:? y 

···-~ 

.c"}lo; • 

LEONARD, 
STREET 

AND DEINARD 
(Minneapolis law finn of 
over 40 attorneys) has an 
immediate opportunity for 
an attorney with 1 to 4 yea.rs 
experience in general corpo­
rate practice. Candidates 
should have working knowl­
edge of general corporate 
law and business planning. 
Background in one or more 
of the areas of securities, 
debt and equity financings, 
and commercial transactions 
is also desirable. Strong 
academic credentials and 
professional references re­
quired. 

Send ~ume in confidcna: to the .auea­
lion of Byron £. Stuns, Leonard, Sllttt 
and Deinard, 1200 National City Sank 
Building, ~inn~is, MN 55402. 

111£ AMEll~ uwn. 1 I 5 
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The Honorable Brian Ebersole 
City of Tacoma 
747 Market Street 
Room 1200 
Tacoma, Washington 98402 

Dear Mayor Ebersole: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 16, 1999 

Thank you very much for your letter to the President regarding commutations of sentence 
for six protesters of the U.S. Army's School of Americas. 

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice, 
individuals seeking executive clemency must file an application with the Office of the Pardon 
Attorney at the Department of Justice. Of the six named individuals in your letter, only Dr. 
Richard Streb has filed such an application. Dr. Streb's application is currently under review at 
the Department of Justice. I will forward a copy of your letter to the Pardon Attorney to ensure it 
will be included in that review. 

Thank you again for your thoughtful letter, and for taking time to communicate to the 
President your views on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith E. Cabe 
Associate Counsel to the President 

cc: Mr. Roger C. Adams 



City of Tacoma 

December 2, 1998 
Mayor Brian Ebersole 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

RE: , Request for Clemency, Commu~atlon o[ Sentence and Remission.of Fine of 
26 U.S:...Arnn~~m.QoLQf the bm~.rlc~!.PLQ!~i~~.L. 

Dear President Clinton: 

Please add my voice to the many requesting that you commute the sentences of Father William 
Bichsel, Ed Kinane, Sister Marge Eilerman, Mary Trotochaud, Kathleen Rumpt and Dr. Richard 
Streb. 

These individuals were all involved in a peaceful protest of the SOA at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 
Father Bichsel, a 70-year old Catholic priest, was sentenced to a total of 1-112 years . Father 
Bichsel has been a contributing member of our community for several years. He has taught at two 
excellent schools in the area, Bellarmine Preparatory in Tacoma and Seattle Preparatory. He was 
also Dean of Students at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington. For the past several years, 
Father Bichsel has dedicated his life to the mentally ill and homeless in Tacoma. Through his work at 
Guadalupe House, which houses the homeless and provides employment, Father Bichsel continues 
his humanitarian service to the community. 

To incarcerate these individuals who are productive members of their community is a crime in itself. 
These individuals, for the most part, are elderly and have taken vows of poverty. This action points 
out to our taxpayers the lack of common sense on the part of government-to sentence and fine 
individuals at this level for a misdeameanant when options such as community service are available 
and more realistic. It would appear that these ir.divlduals have been targeted for harsh and 
unreasonable sentences due to their political viewpoint. 

I respectfully w.l''esr tbat. ~·· give .tbis..u~QY~.il.YQ.!!L1~rlQ.~.i.C:9fl~i.~~r..~~t!Q!! .1:'!1.~-~-LY..QULR.'?~r~to __ 
_ -.pardan_a(c;:Qr9.t!JE..!Q../.\!1!d~ .. f",~~.<;ii2JL~. <?_f the Constitution. 

• • • • • • ......... ,._ .,.,~ .... ·~1~ ~..:.....~~, ..... ~ ... ~ ........... : .. .._ .......... 'I.lo 

BRIAN EBERSOLE 
Mayor 

cc: Debra K. Hannula 
8 .·, 

747 Market Street, Room 1200, Tacoma, Washington 98402-3766, (253) 591-5100, FAX (253) 591-5123 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1998 

Charles L. Currie, S.J. 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
One Dupont Circle, Suite 405 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Mr. Currie: 

Thank you very much for your recent letter concerning the 25 men and women who were 
convicted of trespass offenses after an event at the School of the Americas in Fort Benning, 
Georgia. You are right that this President cares very deeply about justice and human rights, and I 
appreciate your communicating your views on this issue with me and with him. 

I am informed by the Department of Justice that no applications for these individuals are 
currently pending. According to longstanding regulations established by the Department of 
Justice, the Department does not consider applications for executive clemency from individuals 
who are still in the process of seeking remedies through the courts. It also does not consider 
applications of individuals who have not yet begun serving their sentences. My understanding is 
that all but two of the men and women you write about fall into one of these categories. 

The remaining two, however, are eligible to apply for executive clemency, because they 
are in fact serving their sentences, and their cases are not currently under consideration by the 
courts. They have not yet submitted applicatkins. In order to facilitate that process, the Office of 
the Pardon Attorney, an office within the Department of Justice, has sent them applications and 
instructions at the institutions where they are incarcerated. We have asked the Department of 
Justice to complete its review process as expeditiously as possible upon receipt of those 
individuals' applications. 

In addition, we will keep your letter on file here at the White House so it will be available 
to the President if and when applications from any of those 25 men and women come before him. 

Thank you again for communicating your views to me and to the President. 

Sh1cerely, 



AJCU __ ~-···--
_'\SSOCL'\TION OF IESUIT lJ.JLLEL~ES .'\ND Ul\ilVERSITiE< 

May 5. 1998 

Mr. John D. Podesta 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington DC, 20500 

Dear Mr. Podesta: 

At the suggestion of our mutual friend and colleague, Mark Gearan, I am 
writing to request your assistance with the enclosed petition for clemency, 
commutation of sentence and remission of fine of the 25 Protesters 
against the School of the Americas. 

I understand that the normal pardon process is quite time-consuming and 
would not be able to help those who are already serving their six-month 
sentences. Thus I would hope you would be able to help expedite things 
so that the President might act quickly. 

As one who has been deeply involved with El Salvador over the past nine 
years, I appreciate the many ways this Administration has been more 
responsive to requests for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re: 
human rights issues and grass roots concerns. From the new approaches 
of Brian Atwood at A.l.D., to the new sensitivity of the U.S. Ambassador, 
Mrs. Anne Paterson, in El Salvador, the difference is obvious and much 
appreciated. One recurring issue however, is the School of the Americas, 
which continues to be a sore point. 

I wish I and others were able to convince the President that the SOA 
should be shut down, because, despite protestations to the contrary, it 
does not seem to have changed significantly from its sorry past. One 
instructor is quoted as saying, "Nothing has changed; we teach the same 
counter insurgency tactics as before, but now the target is the drug trade." 
Its graduates now attack the indigenous population of Chiapas rather than 
Salvadorans. The Commanding Officer, Colonel Roy Trumble and 
Captain McGivem, Public Affairs Officer, both sound eerily like what I 
heard in El Salvador nine years ago as they equate liberation theology 
with communism, protests as un-American, etc. 

'___..,,,. ( 
·, 



Mr. John D. Podesta 
May 5, 1998 
Page Two 

But the main thrust of this letter is to encourage a speedy pardon of the 
men and women in jail for a peaceful protest of what, at the very least, is 
a highly questionabale place. Attorney Hannula, in her enclosed letter, 
makes the legal case for such an action, and her brief biographies of 
those imprisoned offer strong moral justification for such a pardon. 

These men and women are strong enough to endure imprisonment, but it 
is a great waste of the kinds of service they bring to their various 
communities to have them in jail, even for six months. There is also a sad 
irony that while they are in prison for a harmless expression of their right 
to protest peacefully, those responsible for the killing of the four 
American women in El Salvador in 1980 (like most of those involved in 
killing the Jesuits in 1989, graduates of the School of the Americas) were 
reported to be walking free in Miami. 

A speedy pardon would demonstrate, in a very tangible way, President 
Clinton's concern for justice and human rights. 

I would also hope that he could see his way to allowing the closing of the 
School of the Americas and transferring any worthwhile programs there 
to another base. There are simply too many victims and too much 
negative human rights history associated with the place for it ever to 
function normally. 

Thank you for any help you can provide. I would be happy to provide any 
additional information you might need. 

Gratefully, 

~~~€) 
Charles L. Currie, S.J. 

Enclosure 
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COMMITIEE FOB CHMEllCY /PIBDOll OF TIE SOI PROTESTERS 
1315 ladlson Slnet #288 
Seame. Washlnaton 98104 

12081148-3131 

April 27, 1998 

President William Ciinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W. 
Washington. D.C. 20500 

RE: Petition for Clemency, Commutation of Sentence and Remission of 
Fine of the 25 SOA Protesters 

Dear President Clinton: 

I, along with attorneys Cathryn Ruckle and John R. Connelly, 
represent 25 Americans convicted of criminal trespass at Ft. Benning, Georgia 
and sentenced on November 19, 1997 and January 22, 1998, to 6 months in 
Federal prison and a $3,000 fine. Twenty are now in prison, the other five 
will soon follow. We respectfully request clemency for these individuals. We 
are asking that their sentences be commuted and they be released from prison 
immediately. We are asking for remission of the fines. Enclosed are four 
affidavits from attorneys addressing the sentences imposed by Judges 
Slaughter and Elliott, brief biographical statements on each of the 25, their 
judgment and sentences from Georgia and a copy of an article from The 
American Lawyer, reprinted by permission of the publisher, describing Judge 
Elliott's record on human rights, including his 1974 decision to overturn Lt. 
William Calley's murder conviction for the My Lai massacre, declaring "war 
is war." 

These convictions stem from a peaceful demonstration at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, against the School of the Americas, which has taken place every 
November 16 since 1990, to commemorate the deaths of the six Jesuits, their 
housekeeper and her daughter killed November 16, 1989. The UN Truth 
Commission found that 19 out of the 26 cited as responsible for their murders 
were graduates of the School of the Americas. That demonstration of 
November 16, 1997 consisted of a silent funeral procession with protestors 
carrying make-shift coffins. Inside the coffins were 1,000,000 signatures 
calling for the closure of the School of the Americas. 
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Our clients were convicted of "Illegal Re-Entry onto a U.S. Military Reservation." 
All 25 had participated in other similar protests at Ft. Benning. All had received ban and 
bar letters prohibiting them from returning on November 16, 1997. 

The ban and bar letters were issued as a result of arrests made, after these protesters 
demonstrated against U.S. tax dollars spent for the School of the Americas. 

Ft. Benning is open to the public, city transit enters freely. The demonstrations took 
place in areas open to the public. 

Over the years, public functions attended by civilian and media invitees, have taken 
place at Ft. Benning, where political speeches in favor of the School of the Americas, are 
featured. None of these gatherings have resulted in arrests or charges being filed against 
those assembling, or those speaking on behalf of the School of the Americas. 

The convictions of our clients contradict the rights of all U.S. citizens to hold 
dissenting viewpoints. Viewpoint-based discrimination violates the First Amendment. 
Lambs Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free School District, 508 U.S. 385, 124 L.Ed. 352, 
113 S. Ct. 2141, 2147-48 (1993). This idea is more eloquently expressed by Supreme Court 
Justice Oliver Wendall Holmes in his dissenting and now famous opinion in Abrams v. U.S., 
250 U.S. 616, 631, 40 S. Ct. 17 (1919). 

Persecution for the expression of opinions seems to me perfectly logical. If 
you have no doubt of your premises or your power and want a certain result 
with all your heart you naturally express your wishes in law and sweep away 
all opposition. To allow opposition by speech seems to indicate that you 
think the speech impotent. . . . But when men have realized that time has 
upset many fighting faiths, they have come to believe ... that the ultimate 
good desired is better reached by free trade in ideas, - that the best test of 
truth is the power of the thought to get itself accepted in the competition of 
the market; and that truth is the only ground upon which their wishes safely 
can be carried out. That, at any rate, is the theory of our Constitution. It is 
an experiment, as all life is an experiment. Every year, if not every day, we 
have to wager our salvation upon some prophecy based upon imperfect 
knowledge. While that experiment is part of our system I think that we 
should be eternally vigilant against attempts to check the expression of 
opinions that we loathe and believe to be fraught with death, unless they so 
imminently threaten immediate interference with the lawful and pressing 
purposes of the law that an immediate check is required to save the 
country. . . . Only the emergency that makes it immediately dangerous to 
leave the correction of evil counsels to time warrants making any exception 
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of the sweeping command; "Congress shall make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech." 

Attorneys Madsen, Keefe, McKay, and Steward address the issue of the sentences 
given by Judges Slaughter and Elliott. All 25 were given the same sentence, regardless of 
prior convictions, ability to pay the fine, or who they are as citizens. The majority of the 
25 have no criminal record. The few that do have similar convictions from similar charges 
from either protests at the School of the Americas or other non-violent demonstrations. 
As the affidavits show, typical sentences for similar crimes would result in community 
service hours and deferred sentences, not six months in prison and a $3,000 fine. Imposing 
the maximum prison penalty is usually reserved for those individuals who are violent 
offenders, who create a real danger and must be removed from society. Imposing a $3,000 
fine on these protesters, most of whom have taken vows of poverty, is grossly excessive. 

Three of our clients, Dr. Richard Streb, Anne Herman and Carol Richardson pied 
nolo contendere November 19, 1997 and did not appeal their convictions. Their fines and 
prison sentences were not stayed. Carol Richardson entered Federal Prison January 21, 
1998, Anne Herman entered January 30, 1998, and Dr. Streb is scheduled to enter 
September 21, 1998. The other 22 appealed their convictions under the First Amendment 
and other grounds. They did not ask for a stay for their prison sentences. They requested 
a stay on their fines, but this has not been granted or responded to. 

I have attached an affidavit from attorney David Grindle who represented the 22 at 
their trial January 22, 1998. Mr. Grindle also represented 13 SOA protesters in a similar 
trial in 1996, also hefore Judge Elliott. They were convicted and sentenced to various 
prison terms. All 13 served that time. Appeals were filed on First Amendment grounds in 
1996. The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals has not yet ruled on these 1996 convictions. 

In the case of the 25, they will also serve their prison sentences before the Eleventh 
Circuit rules on their appeals. 

I received the rules governing petitions for executive clemency from Acting Pardon 
Attorney, Roger C. Adams. Section 1.3, Eligibility for Filing Petition for Commutation of 
Sentence states: 

No petition for commutation of sentence, including remission 
of fine, should be filed if other forms of judicial or 
administrative relief are available, except upon a showing of 
exceptional circumstances. 
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As stated previously, three of the 25 have not filed appeals. The 22 that have will 
have served their prison terms before the appellate court rules on their convictions. 

As stated above, Section 1.3 allows for commutation of sentence even if other judicial 
relief may be available, if there is a showing of "exceptional circumstances". Practically 
speaking, there is no judicial relief available that will address the prison sentences timely. 
The prison tenns were not stayed. Twenty are now in prison. Only the fines were asked 
to be stayed. This has not been ruled on, though the request was made January 30, 1998. 

Some of my clients in prison have been told they must pay those fines now. Paddy 
Inman has been told he must pay anywhere from $100 - $600 a month towards his fine or 
his commissary money will be confiscated and applied to the fine. He and Christopher 
Jones have been told they will not be released from prison after their 6 months stay if the 
fines have not been paid. 

The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals has not yet ruled on the 1996 convictions 
from the November 16, 1995 Ft. Benning vigil of 13 SOA protesters. 

As appellate attorney Grindle states in his attached affidavit, " ... It is my belief that 
appellants will have completed their prison sentences long before the Eleventh Circuit rules 
on their appeal." 

The facts before you constitute exceptional circumstances. 

Also included in the information from Mr. Adams was Section 1.10 of the Rules of 
Clemency, Advisory Nature of Regulations: 

The regulations contained in this part are advisory only and for 
the internal guidance of Department of Justice personnel. They 
create no enforceable rights in persons applying for executive 
clemency, nor do they restrict the authority granted to the 
President under Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution. 

President Clinton, nothing in the Rules of Clemency restrict your authority to do 
what you believe to be fair. 

We make this petition for clemency, commutation of the sentences and remission of 
the fines on behalf of these 25. As the biographical information shows, these people are 
outstanding citizens who contribute immensely to their communities. They are priests, 
clergymen, nuns and grandmothers, who work with the mentally ill, the homeless, victims 
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of torture and battered women. Some are school teachers. Some are students. Some are 
veterans. Most are in their 60's and ?O's. 

A Federal prisoner costs the U.S. taxpayer at least $30,000 a year. 

I know your schedule is overwhelming and you have many pressing issues, but I ask 
you to assist us. These are hardworking, dedicated Americans. They should not be 
imprisoned for expressing their heart-felt beliefs about the School of the Americas. Their 
demonstrations are the type of free speech and conscientious objection upon which this 
nation was founded. 

Thank you for your time and attention. Please contact me for further information. 

Enclosures 

Very truly yours,· 

Debra K. Hannula 
Attorney at Law 
(206) 663-2772 



The following biographical information is included. The names of the 25 SOA 
protestors are: 

Fr. Bill Bichsel, S.J. 
Fr. Roy Bourgeois, MM 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell 
Mary Earley 
Sr. Marge Eilerman, OSF 
Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF 
Anne Herman 
Paddy Inman 
Christopher Jones 
Rev. Ken Kennon 
Ed Kinane 
Dwight Lawton 
Rita Lucey 
Bill McNulty 
Sr. Megan Rice 
Carol Richardson 
Dan Sage, Ph.D. 
Doris Sage 
Randy Serraglio 
Sr. Rita Steinhagen, CSJ 
Richard Streb, Ph.D. 
Ann Tiffany 
Mary Trotochaud 
Judith Williams 
Ruthy Woodring 

Fr. William Bichsel 

Fr. William Bichsel is a Catholic priest, born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. His 
father was a railroad engineer, his mother a homemaker. He has six brothers and one 
sister. Five of his brothers served with distinction in the United States Army and Navy in 
World War II. 

Fr. Bichsel returned to the Tacoma area after his seminary training and taught at 
Bellarmine Preparatory in Tacoma and Seattle Preparatory. Both of these schools are 
known for their academic excellence. He also coached football, basketball and baseball. 
In addition to these schools, Fr. Bichsel was the Dean of Students at Gonzaga University 
at Spokane, Washington for three years. 

Fr. Bichsel was an associate pastor at St. Leo's parish in Tacoma for seven years. 
Along with his pastoral duties, Fr. Bichsel worked with people with mental illnesses and low 
income people. Fr. Bichsel was chaplain at Western State Mental Hospital for eight years. 
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Fr. Bichsel now works and lives at Guadalupe House, a Tacoma Catholic Worker 
House. It began as an outreach house for the mentally ill, who were discharged from 
Western State Mental Hospital. Currently it assists homeless people. This house is 
modeled after the writer, journalist and philanthropist, Dorothy Day. Ms. Day was a voice 
for the poor and homeless during the depression. She started the Catholic Worker in 1933, 
which began as a soup kitchen in the Bowery. Ms. Day's spiritual philosophy included living 
out works of mercy. Each Catholic Worker House shares her commitment to the gospel 
and teachings of Jesus. Each house focuses on different social concerns. Some house only 
women and children in need, some for the mentally ill, some assist those with AIDS. There 
are 150 Catholic Worker Houses, both here and abroad. 

Currently, Guadalupe House works with the homeless. Along with providing people 
with a place to live, it also provides employment. Guadalupe House runs a successful 
organic garden program. Fr. Bichsel approached landowners in his neighborhood and 
convinced them to allow his group to use their lots, which had been garbage dumps, and 
turn them into organic gardens. These gardens are not only a source of food, but a place 
of employment for homeless persons. 

In 1992, Fr. Bichsel received the Hunthausen - Humanitarian Award. This 
Archdiocesan Award is given to those committed to humanitarian efforts. This award 
recognized Fr. Bichsel's work with the mentally ill and homeless. 

Fr. Roy Bourgeois, MM 

On March 23, 1998, Fr. Bourgeois entered Federal prison. 

Fr. Roy is 59 years old and a Maryknoll Catholic Priest. He received a degree in 
theology from the University of Southwestern, in Louisiana. He served four years as a 
Naval officer. He volunteered for shore duty in the Vietnam War and is a recipient of the 
Purple Heart. He served one year in Vietnam. After Vietnam Fr. Roy entered the 
Maryknoll Seminary and was ordained a Catholic Priest in 1972. He served the poor of 
Bolivia for five years. After Bolivia, Fr. Roy returned and worked for the Maryknolls, in 
cities throughout the United States, teaching in schools and preaching in churches. 

In the late 1970's, he became very involved in El Salvador during the time Bishop 
Romero was Archbishop of El Salvador. Fr. Roy spent time in El Salvador witnessing the 
plight of the poor firsthand. From these experiences Fr. Roy became an advocate for the 
poor and voiceless in Latin America. For the past 18 years, Fr. Roy has been an educator 
in colleges and churches around the country on Latin American studies. 

In 1990 he became the founder of the SOA Watch in Columbus, Georgia. 
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He is the 1996 recipient of the Franciscan Federation of U.S. Peace Maker of the 
Year Award. He is the 1997 recipient of the Pax Christi, Pope Paul VI Teacher of Peace 
Award. 

Fr. Roy is the heart and soul of the SOA Watch and a tireless advocate of human 
rights. 

Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell 

On March 23, 1998, Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell entered Federal prison. 

Rev. Cardell grew up in Manhattan. He received a B.A. from Columbia College and 
a B.D. from Meadville-Lombard Theological School at the University of Chicago. In 1987 
he received his Doctor of Divinity from this school. 

Rev. Cardell has been a church minister for over forty years. Currently he is the 
Unitarian Universalist Minister with the May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society in 
Syracuse. 

Rev. Cardell served in the U.S. Army during World War II. He was stationed 
overseas with his Parachute Infantry 101, Airborne Division. He was captured in the Battle 
of the Bulge in Belgium on January 3, 1945. He was a POW for three months before he 
managed to escape. His unit received recognition for their efforts with the Belgium 
Forregere Award, two Presidential citations and the Good Conduct Medal. 

Rev. Cardell has been married since 1974. He has two children, a son and a 
daughter. His son is an associate professor at Washington State University. His daughter 
is a social worker, now living and working in New York City. She currently counsels 
recovering addicts. 

Rev. Cardell has been actively involved in the community throughout the years. He 
has served on the Board of Peace Action of Central New York. He was chairman of the 
Board of Planned Parenthood of Syracuse, New York. 

Rev. Cardell has been active in assisting the community through his congregation. 
His church hosts 12 step meetings, the Syracuse Community Choir and assists other 
churches with meals for the needy. His congregation is well connected with the community 
and enjoys a wonderful reputation for service. 
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Mary Earley 

On March 23, 1998, Mary Earley entered Federal prison. 

Mary Earley is 67 years old, a former Roman Catholic nun from North Palm Beach, 
Florida. 

Mary was born-W.c[i~ As a young woman, Mary met social rights 
worker Dorothy Day. "Her philosophy and the Catholic Worker Community in New York 
have probably been the biggest adult influence on my life. There I saw the beatitudes being 
lived and it strongly influenced my life and my passion for pacifism." 

At 17, Mary became a nun with the Presentation Sisters in Newburgh, New York. 
She left the convent in the 1960's and became a special education teacher for the New York 
school system, caring for children in the city's hospitals. 

Later she became active in Pax Christi, an international Roman Catholic peace 
movement. 

Mary moved to Florida in 1994. She is an active community volunteer. In addition 
to her SOA activities, she serves regularly at the soup kitchen at St. George's Church in 
Riviera Beach. 

Sr. Marge Eilerman, OSF 

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Marge Eilerman entered Federal prison. 

Sr. Marge Eilerman was born,~,1'~!.'<t;JR).!6)'·"' -:~, ..• ~ She has nine brothers and sisters. 
Her father served in World War I and two of her brothers served in World War II. 

She attended colleges at Miami University, Oxford and Mary Manse College in 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Sr. Marge entered the Franciscan community in Tiffan, Ohio in 1957. From 1960-
1970, she taught elementary students in small rural schools in Northwestern Ohio. From 
1970-1974, Sr. Marge worked as a missionary in Chiapas, Mexico with the rural poor. She 
returned to the United States and worked as a pastoral associate for 20 years in Eastern 
Kentucky. 

Sr. Marge has been involved in a number of civic activities. She served four years 
on the local mental health board, Kentucky River Community Care. She is currently on the 
Board of Directors for a small factory, Appalachian Environmental Products, Inc. This 
factory was formed as an attempt to create employment in an impoverished community. 
She has served on the Board for the past three years. 
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She also belongs to a ministerial association, a group of ministers in her region, who 
work together to provide community services, religion and outreach services to the poor, 
including emergency food, housing and paying overdue utility bills. 

In 1995, Sr. Marge received the Lexington Diocesan Mission Award, given to 
outstanding missionary workers. In 1996, Sr. Marge received Outstanding Board Member 
Award of the Kentucky River Community Care. 

Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan 

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan entered Federal prison. 

She is 65 years old. 

She was born 
brother, now deceased. 

:'~i)-- She has an older sister and a younger 
as IO nieces and nephews and 17 grandnieces and nephews. 

She received her MSW from Loyola University in" Chicago in 1959. She is also 
certified as a spiritual companion. Sr. Flanigan's life has been dedicated to bettering 
children's lives as a teacher and a social worker. 

Sr. Flanigan worked as a psychiatric social worker in the field of child neglect and 
abuse in Chicago from 1959-1977. During this period of time, she worked with families 
struggling with issues of child abuse and neglect, with the hopes of family reconciliation. 
She did this work at Mercy Hospital, the Institute for Juvenile Research and the Juvenile 
Protective Association, all located in Chicago. At that time she was also a field work 
instructor for graduate students. 

Sr. Flanigan entered the Novetia in Rochester, Minnesota in 1977 to become a 
Franciscan nun. 

She returned to Chicago's inner-city neighborhoods in 1979 and worked as a staff 
worker and coordinator with Chicago's Uptown Ministry until 1991. This is an Ecumenical 
Community Center dedicated to a variety of programs, including a pre-school, an after 
school child care program and counseling for those in need. 

Sr. Flanigan was a board member for REST, a shelter for homeless adults. 

Currently Sr. Flanigan works with the Eighth Day Center for Justice in Chicago. 
This organization is funded by 28 different religious congregations and works primarily in 
the areas of economics rights, women's rights and environmental issues. Sr. Flanigan also 
serves as a counselor to indigent people several days a week at the Chicago Uptown 
Ministry. 
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In August of 1997, Sr. Flanigan was in Chiapas, Mexico with the Christian 
Peacemaker's team, and was deeply touched by the stories of refuges and others in the 
Northern War zone. 

Anne Herman 

On January 30, 1998, Anne Herman entered Federal prison. 

Anne Herman is 64 years old and a mother of six. 

She received her master's degree from the State University of New York, 
Binghampton, New York. She taught school for many years, along with raising her family. 

She became involved in a number of human rights activities including welfare rights, 
Native American rights, and domestic violence issues. 

She has held a variety of jobs including working as a paralegal and doing social work, 
including helping families through the Family and Children Society. She has also worked 
for the Volunteers of America. 

Her children are grown and some are married. She has three grandchildren and is 
looking forward to the birth of her fourth grandchild expected in June. 

Since October 1997, she has lived at the Zachaeus House, a Catholic Worker House 
in Binghampton, New York. This Catholic Worker House has been primarily a shelter for 
women, children and families in crises for the past 20 years. 

Currently Anne is a member of the Christian Peace Maker Teams, which serves as 
a witness to international areas in conflict. 

Christopher Jones 

On March 23, 1998, Christopher Jones entered Federal prison. 

Christopher Jones is 23 years old and was born ~.''~;,~~~~~~~f~(ti)(~>,P,i'.:;~~'-~,~~.1Jri;;'.~{i;fj~ u..~.;z:~~~mJt • .t.:z""' .. ~·~,J~~~'~wi3'~~ 

Christopher is the son of Dr. Stephen R. Jones, Chief of Medicine at Good 
Samaritan and Emanuel hospitals, and a long time member of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. Chris has a bachelor's degree in Latin America Studies. 

Christopher became interested in the movement to close the School of the Americas 
when he did an internship in Western Belize, working with refugees from Guatemala and 
El Salvador. The personal stories about the violence done by SOA graduates compelled 
him to work for the closure of the school. After he graduated he spent three months 
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working with the Kaquiokel Mayan Indians who also had horrific stories of violence 
perpetrated by SOA trained soldiers. 

Christopher has been accepted into a PhD program at Tulane University where he 
will be studying anthropology. He is scheduled to begin school next September. 

Paddy Inman 

On March 23, 1998, Paddy Inman entered Federal prison. 

Paddy Inman was bornUfiiJ!lfl~~@-\~~fJ~1ijalong with six other 
siblings. His father was a career serviceman, serving in both the Army Air Corps and the 
Air Force. He is 52 years old. 

Paddy graduated from Gonzaga University and has been a high school teacher for 
the past 28 years. During these years, Paddy completed two masters degrees in education 
while teaching Advanced Placement English, At-Risk programs for disadvantaged students, 
Life Skills for Adolescents as well as coaching the cross-country team and raising his 
children. He is currently teaching in the Mead School District and is scheduled to start next 
fall at Mt. Spokane High School. Paddy currently teaches English. 

Paddy has three children. His son Matthew attends the University of North Carolina 
in Chapel Hill and is working towards his doctorate in Physics. His daughter, Denie, is 
currently doing her student teaching through Gonzaga University and daughter, Casey, is 
an honors student and high school senior. 

Paddy is an active volunteer in his community. He is the past Chairman of the 
Spokane Neighborhood Centers Committee, which runs the Spokane Neighborhood Centers, 
providing outreach, food stamps, and other assistance to low income and disenfranchised 
people. Currently he is a member of the Peace and Justice Action League in Spokane. He 
was also the chairman of the Board of the Spokane Catholic Family Services, which helps 
run adoption agencies, counseling services and neighborhood outreach programs. 

Paddy is an avid runner and bicycle tourer. 

Rev. Ken Kennon 

On March 23, 1998, Rev. Ken Kennon entered Federal prison. 

He is 63 years old. 

He was born and has one sister and one brother. His 
brother served in the .S. Army m t e SO's'. ''At that same time, Rev. Kennon served with 
the FBI for three years as a security clerk. 
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He received his B.A. and master of divinity from Texas Christian University, and is 
an ordained clergyman. He has been a minister for 30 years. 

Rev. Kennon has been married for 45 years to Mary Ellen Kennon and they have 
five children, one deceased and 15 grandchildren. 

At this time, Rev. Kennon serves part time at Community Christian Church in 
Arizona City, Arizona. 

He and his wife, Mary Ellen, both own and operate adult care homes for the elderly 
in Tucson, Arizona. This interest arose when Rev. Kennan's mother-in-law was ailing and 
he and his wife cared for her. They learned the needs of the elderly and what resources 
were available. They entered the care for the elderly because both Rev. Kennon and his 
wife were concerned that elderly care was below appropriate living standards. 

His wife, Mary Ellen serves as President of the Council on Adult Care Homes in 
Tucson. Mary Ellen and Rev. Kennon have two large elderly care residences that boast an 
excellent reputation. They have had these businesses for ~2 years. 

Over the years, Rev. Kennan's civic works have included: Tucson SOA Watch, 
Tucson Pastors for Peace, Tucson Ecumenical Council, Task Force for Central America, 
Tucson Ecumenical Council Legal Assistance (TECLA), Community Food Bank, Arizona 
Friends of the Fann Workers, Tucson Ecumenical Council, Michigan Fann Worker 
Ministry, National Fann Worker Ministry, Public Housing Commission, City of Dowagiac, 
MI, Cass County Non-Profit Housing Corporation, MI, Tri-County Migrant Ministry, Azie 
Public Library, City of Azie, Azie, TX, Trarrant County Council on Alcoholism, and Alanon 
Family Groups. 

Ed Kinane 

Ed Kinane is 53 years old and was born - He has three 
siblings. One is a public defender attorney in Orlando, Florida, another is a college teacher 
at Auburn Community College, and a third is a "JAG" with the U.S. Army. 

Ed received his education from Fordham College and Syracuse University where he 
graduated magna cum laude. He has a masters in anthropology from the New School for 
Social Research in New York City. 

His partner of 13 years is Ann Tiffany, a retired psychiatric nurse. 

Ed has been an active community volunteer. He also taught anthropology for two 
years at Bellevue Community College in Bellevue, Washington. He has been a volunteer 
with jail ministries, counseling local inmates in Syracuse. 
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Ed worked for the Syracuse Peace Council for 20 years. He also taught 8th grade 
one year in Kwanza, Kenya in 1980, and worked for a time on Wall Street. 

From 1985-1987 he worked at a local Syracuse agency called Transitional Living 
Seivices, Inc. He worked with the developmentally disabled helping them to become 
independent. From 1988-1997, he has worked with Peace Brigades International. Ed began 
working with the SOA Watch ih 1994 and is currently active with that group full time. 

For his efforts for peace, he has received honors from the ACLU. 

Dwight Lawton 

On March 23, 1998, Dwight Lawton entered Federal prison. 

Mr. Lawton was born ;i/.i\;;~;;~~k:i::::.iu~-a;)(6rk~4ttl.1"iL~m~'.ffiii;_."t~iW~ He served in the 
~~~~~~_,~ift~:.-1.,,,/'J~ 

U.S. Navy from 1953-1956. His brother, now deceased, seived in the U.S. Air Force from 
1956-1967. 

Mr. Lawton received his B.A. from Franklin-Marshall College in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Lawton has three children, one daughter is a homemaker and mother of his only 
grandchild. The other daughter is in graduate school at the University of Michigan Medical 
School. Mr. Lawton's son is a businessman in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Mr. Lawton is now retired, but was fonnerly a corporate business officer in 
commercial truck leasing and sales. He worked throughout the midwest, New York and 
Minneapolis. 

Mr. Lawton is currently involved in many community service activities. He is on the 
board for the National Fann Worker Ministry, which advocates for improving conditions for 
farm workers. He is also involved with the ACLU. 

Rita Lucey 

On March 23, 1998, Rita Lucey entered Federal prison. 

Rita has been married for the last 46 years to Dan Lucey, a career military man with 
the U.S. Air Force. She has four children, her youngest is adopted, and was a former foster 
child of hers. In addition to parenting her own children, Rita spent four years as a foster 
parent to children in need. Her oldest son, Daniel, is a physician in internal medicine in 
Silver Springs, Maryland. Another son, David, own a welding business in St. Cloud, Florida. 
Her daughter, Elizabeth, is a R.N. and works with terminally ill patients in Orlando, Florida. 
The youngest son, Timothy, is a pastry chef on the Choctaw reservation in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. 
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Rita held a management position with AT&T for 13 years and was active with Boy 
and Girl Scouts and team sports when her children were young. After retiring, she has been 
an active volunteer. 

From 1994-1997, she volunteered at a Battered Women's Shelter. In addition. she 
has been a hospice volunteer for the past 8 years. 

Rita is currently the President of the United Nations Association of Greater Orlando, 
which educates and advocates for the United Nations in the United States. 

Mrs. Lucey is also an active member of the following: Pax Christi. an international 
social network for peace, Common Cause, and The Board of Radio for Peace International. 

She received her masters in 1997 from Loyal University in Pastoral Ministry. 

She is a grandmother of six, ages 4 through 14. 

Bill McNulty 

On March 23, 1998, Bill McNulty entered Federal prison. 

He was bornl~;rj, and is an only child. His uncles and cousins served 
in World War I and"··· or d · 'wo of Bill's sons served in the Armed Forces also. 
One son was in the Navy in World War II and another son served in the Air Force and is 
also a physician. 

Bill attended Fordham University and received a teacher's certificate. He taught 
math and history to junior high students for 14 years in the Sachen Central Schools in 
Suffolk County, Long Island. Bill left teaching in 1972 to do carpentry and construction 
business full time. 

Bill has been married for 41 years and has six children. Bill's wife was a teacher for 
17 years in the South Country School District and taught special education in the 
elementary grades. 

Bill is an active volunteer. He, together with others, set up a soup kitchen at St. 
James Catholic Church in 1991. It serves 300 people weekly. He also helped establish the 
Food Pantry, an emergency food provider for people in need. The Food Pantry was 
relocated three times, until Bill renovated a broken down building and established its 
permanent home. It serves 1,600 to 2,000 a month. 
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Sr. Megan Rice, SHCJ 

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Megan Rice entered Federal prison. 

Sr. Rice was bornli;~if~;;~.i:~Jt~)(~l~:i)1?,;;:~/ with her two sisters. Her mother was a :<un~,. ... ~~N~J ... :u'"p.f{aut, 

history teacher at Hunter College in Manhattan. She also taught one of the first courses 
in Black History Studies. Her father was an obstetrician and worked at Bellevue Hospital. 
She attended Villanova and Boston Colleges and received a masters in biology. She became 
a nun in 1950 with the Sisters of the Holy Child Order. She went to Nigeria in 1962 and 
remained there almost entirely until 1996. She taught secondary students science, math and 
religious education and also leadership training for community leadens. 

She returned to New York from 1986-1991 to care for her elderly mother and has 
since moved back to New York permanently to care for her mother, now 94 years old. 

In addition to caring for her mother, Sr. Rice works part time at an inner-city parish, 
St. Lucy's Parish, in Syracuse. She assists with pastoral work and the RCIA, initiation of 
adult Christians. With her parish she works with numerous dysfunctional families providing 
intervention and counseling to families in need. · 

Carol Richardson 

On January 21, 1998, Carol Richardson entered Federal prison. She along with two 
others, Dr. Richard Streb and Anne Herman, were arrested November 16, 1997 and pied 
nolo contendere at their November 19, 1997 arraignment. 

Carol was bor , She has one brother. Her father was a machinist 
and her mother was a homemaker. Her brother served in the United States military. 

Carol received her master of divinity degree from Methodist Theological Seminary 
in Ohio. 

Carol has two children. Her daughter received her B.A. from Emery University in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and her master's degree from Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania. 
Her son served in the United States Coast Guard for 4 years and is currently a computer 
consultant. 

Carol worked as a United Methodist minister in Ohio from 1980-1983, serving two 
small rural churches. She also was the minister for a church in Maryland. 

She moved with her family to the Washington, D.C. area in 1983. From 1983-1987, 
Carol worked for Bread for the World, a hunger advocacy organization. 
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She also has worked for a variety of Peace and Justice Agencies in D.C., including 
Witness for Peace, as a delegation and program coordinator. Carol is currently the co­
director of the SOA watch in Washington, D.C. 

Dan Sage, Ph.D. 

On March 23, 1998, Dr. Dan Sage and his wife Doris Sage entered Federal prison. 
Dan is 70 years old. He has been married for 51 years since 1947 and has two sons and 
three grandchildren. He ':"as born-~~~~and resided there until 1965 when 
he moved to Syracuse with his family. Dan came from a family of five children. His 
brother and he served in the U.S. military. Dan was in the Navy in World War II and his 
brother served in the Army. He has three sisters. 

Dr. Sage attended college at the University of Oregon and received his doctorate in 
education. 

Dan Sage was a professor of special education and administration from 1965-1992 
at Syracuse University. Currently he is professor emeritus a·nd advises students at Syracuse. 
Dr. Sage received the Distinguished Service Award from the Council of Administrators of 
Special Education in 1990. 

He has been a member of Phi Delta Kappa Educational Honorary Society for 48 
years. 

He has authored four textbooks in the field of special education administration. 

Dr. Sage has been an active volunteer in his community. 

He is a member of the May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society and is currently 
on the Board of Trustees. He participates in the Social Responsibility Committee with his 
church. Dr. Sage is active with local civil rights and labor rights groups. 

His church feeds the hungry through a local kitchen whose shared responsibility 
includes numerous other local churches. 

Doris Sage 

As stated above, Doris Sage entered Federal prison March 23, 1998. 

She is 68 years old. Doris comes from a family of four children and was born and 
~"'j(~;i{![~ One brother served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War. 

In addition to being a wife and mother, Doris received a degree from Syracuse 
University in 1968 and her masters in 1975. She taught in the Syracuse City school system 
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for many years in special education, including eight years at Martin Luther King 
Elementary. Mrs. Sage is now retired and is a storyteller. She tells folk tales, fairy tales 
and has also written stories. 

Doris is also an active volunteer both with her church and locally. She volunteers 
with jail ministers at the local ~ity jail. 

Doris has traveled to El Salvador and Guatemala. There she became interested in 
delegations for Witness for Peace and the SOA Watch. 

Randy Serraglio 

On March 23, 1998, Randy Serraglio entered Federal prison. 

Randy is 34 years old. He graduated magna cum laude from the University of 
Arizona. He received a B.A. in Latin American Services, and did a term with AmeriCorps, 
President Clinton's National Service Program. With AmeriCorps he did various service 
projects on the Hopi, Navajo and Apache reservations. This work included a sustainable 
agriculture project, which focused on efforts to reduce water usage, increase profitability and 
address rural poverty. 

Randy has been an active member of the community. From 1994-1995, he was the 
assistant director of the Arizona League of Conservation Voters. He currently is a 
volunteer with Border Links and the Tucson Blue Society. 

Sr. Rita Steinhagen, CSJ 

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Rita Steinhagen entered Federal prison. 

Sr. Rita was born-lilllli::-~along with two siblings, a younger brother 
and an older sister. Her father served in the U.S. Army and was stationed in France during 
World War I. Her brother also served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. 

Sr. Rita graduated in biology and chemistry from St. Catherine's College in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Sr. Rita entered the Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet of St. Paul Providence in 
1951. She worked as a medical technologist in various hospitals from 1956-1969 in North 
Dakota. 

In 1969, Sr. Rita returned to Minneapolis, Minnesota and started a "free store," that 
provided the needy with various donated goods. From there she developed an interest in 
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the "runaway youth,'' who frequented her store. Through much effort she opened the 
Bridge for Run-Away Youth, a group home for run-aways. This shelter provided a home 
and counseling to these troubled youngsters. This home has now expanded to three homes 
and they continue to provide professional counseling and assistance. 

Sr. Rita and another nun also started St. Joseph's House in 1976, a Catholic Worker 
House in Minneapolis, for homeless women and children. It has expanded and grown into 
a community and continues to provide a home and counseling for people in need. 

Sr. Rita is now 70 years old. She currently works with clients at the Center for 
Victim's of Torture, a center initiated originally by a committee formed under Governor 
Rudy Perlich. 400,000 victims of torture currently live in the U.S., 12-14,000 live in 
Minnesota. Her center provides counseling, specific to these issues, for 150 or so clients 
a year. Sr. Rita assists clients with housing and apartment furnishings. 

Richard Streb, Ph.D. 

Magistrate Slaughter never advised Dr. Streb of his right to a pre-sentence 
investigation prior to being sentenced. Because of this error, Dr. Streb filed an appeal. He 
was scheduled to enter Federal prison March 23, 1998, regardless of the appeal. Due to his 
wife's health concerns, his attorney, Peter Thompson, negotiated a "deal." Dr. Streb would 
withdraw his appeal, and in return he could begin his prison term in September of 1998. 

Dr. Streb is 72 years old. He was born~~~ and has eight 
siblings. He served three years in the United States Navy in World War II. As a result of 
his outstanding service, he received 13 Battle Stars, a Presidential citation from Harry S. 
Truman, and the Philippine Liberation Medal. 

After World War II he acquired his high school diploma and entered Syracuse 
University. He received his masters in education from Columbia University. 

Dr. Streb married his high school sweetheart, Rosemary Lavrer, in 1958. They have 
one daughter, who owns a horse farm, and is a tour leader in Lexington, Virginia. 
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Dr. Streb has been active with civil rights issues since World War II. He has been 
an advocate to the homeless. He has assisted in Nicaragua. 

As a teacher he took students to Nicaragua. As a person concerned with human 
rights and welfare he built schools and playgrounds and restored churches in Nicaragua. 

Dr. Streb and his wife moved to Virginia in 1989 to be closer to their daughter. 

He has published numerous books and publications. 

Ann Tiffany 

On March 23, 1998, Ann Tiffany entered Federal prison. 

Ann Tiffany, was born~~-•Wifil~ She has three siblings. Ann 
received her B.A. from Mt. Holyoke College in Massachusetts, her R.N. from Hartford 
Community Hospital and her M.A. in Counseling Psychology from Chapman College, 
Syracuse, New York. 

Ann has worked as a public health nurse, a college health nurse, a community mental 
health nurse and as a clinical supervisor at Hutchings Psychiatric Center in Syracuse. 

She is and has been an active volunteer. Some of her volunteer work include: The 
Living Room, a center for people with Aids, Witness for Peace, Peace Brigades 
International, Syracuse Peace Counsel, Caribbean Latin American Coalition and the SOA 
Watch. 

Ann has four children and 12 grandchildren. 

Mary Trotochaud 

~ij't1'¥!~~ Mary Trotochaud was born ~ff!i~';i~Jl(~i<~lmrr:· She has 10 brothers and sisters. Her 
mother was a homemaker and her father a business executive. Her father served with the 
U.S. Marines in World War II. Her oldest brother served in Vietnam. 

Mary attended college for one year and discovered her calling as a potter. She had 
four years of training in pottery and has been a potter all her life. She also does catering. 

Mary is 47 years old and has lived in Atlanta, Georgia for the past 38 years. She has 
25 nieces and nephews. All of her siblings live near or around Atlanta, with the exception 
of one sister in Pittsburgh. Several sisters are nurses in Atlanta, one of those is the head 
nurse at Children's Hospital in Atlanta. Her sister in Pittsburgh is a mother and nurse. 
Another sister is a primary school teacher. Two brothers own small businesses in Atlanta. 
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Another brother is an electrical engineer. One sister is a mother and homemaker and 
another sister is a chef. 

Several nieces and nephews attend colleges in Atlanta and Athens, Georgia. 

Mary is a talented event organizer. She has used these skills to assist not only her 
family, but events with the SOA Watch. 

Mary is close to and actively involved with her family. Her first priority is to her 
family. 

Judith Williams 

Judith Williams entered Federal prison March 23, 1998. 

Judith received her master's degree in music ar the University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee in 1981 and graduated with honors. She is a music therapist. 

She has three children and six grandchildren. One daughter is a widow with four 
children and is currently a senior at the University of Wisconsin. Her son is an emergency 
medical technician, and lives in Wisconsin. Her other daughter is a Fullbright Scholar, has 
two children, and works with her husband at his veterinarian clinic. 

Judith is currently the executive director of the Catholic Worker House in Waukesha. 
This house brings patients from Central America to Waukesha for surgery. As executive 
director, Judith is directly responsible and involved with making the meals for these patients, 
taking them to their hospital visits and overseeing their care. 

Judith is also involved with the Prison Ministry at the County Jail and plays the organ 
for the Sunday jail services. 

As a music therapist, Judith uses music as a treatment form. She works with children 
with learning disabilities and also with nursing home patients. 

Judith was awarded the YWCA, "Peacemaker of the Year Award" in May 1997. 

She is an active grandparent and provides full time care every Thursday to her two 
grandchildren living in Madison. 

Her total income i 
other people." 

"I live close to the bones, so I can be helpful to 
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Ruthy Woodring 

Ruthy Woodring is a 24 year old studP.nt at the University of Illinois. She is a 
Spanish major on the Dean's Honor List. Currently, she is a member of the St. Francis 
Catholic Worker House. Ruthy began serving her six month sentence on March 23, 1998. 

r·'"') 
She was bornt and is the youngest of eight children. Her 

father served in the U .. Army during the orean War and is now a Presbyterian minister. 
Her mother is a family practice physician. Her siblings hold various occupations. Her 
oldest brother lives in Raleigh, North Carolina with his wife and two sons. He works in the 
field of animal research. Her sister Sarah also works in Raleigh. Her sister Ginny is a 
homemaker with three children, whose husband teaches in Bristol, Tennessee. Her brother 
Jonathan is a Presbyterian minister in Marietta, Ohio. Her brother Chris is in Bolivia with 
the Mennonite Central Committee and works in agricultural development. Her sister Juji 
attends nursing school at the University of Illinois. Sister, Debby, lives with her husband 
in New York and is a teacher. 

Ruthy has been living and working at St. Francis Catholic Worker House in Chicago, 
Illinois for the past five years. St. Francis assists homeless men and women. Sometimes 
people are referred by local government agencies, but most are homeless people coming in 
off the streets who have head of St. Francis by word of mouth. 

Ruthy is a dedicated student and human rights activist. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

The Honorable Bruce F. Vento 
Member of Congress 
2304 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Vento: 

WASHINGTON 

April 24, 1998 

Thank you for your recent letter to President Clinton regarding the 25 individuals 
convicted of a trespass offense following a demonstration at the School of the Americas at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. The President has asked me to respond on his behalf 

I have been informed by the Department of Justice that the Office of the Pardon Attorney 
has received a letter requesting commutations of sentence on behalf of all 25 individuals. I have 
also been informed that, under long-standing procedures established by the Department of Justice, 
these individuals are not yet eligible to apply for commutation of sentence because all are either 
appealing their convictions, or have not yet begun serving their sentences. 

I have forwarded your letter to the Office of the Pardon Attorney so it will be included in 
their review of the matter, should those individuals decide to file applications 6nce they are 
eligible. 

Thank you again for contacting the President about this important matter. 

cc: Roger C. Adams 
Acting Pardon Attorney 

Sincerely, 

U~t\ufl 
Charles F. C. Ruff 
Counsel to the President 
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Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the Unned States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington. o:c :20500-0005 

Dear Mr. PresidenE: 

April ~. l 99R 

I am writing to bnng to your attencion a case or considerable interest 

As you may know, the U.S. Army School of Americas (SOA) was established in 1946 lO train 
military officers from Larin American countries To date, nearly 60,000 military personnel from 
various Latin American countries have attended the SOA. Unfortunately. upon returning to their 
home countries. many graduates have instigated challenges to self-determination and participated 
in the overthrow of democratically elected governments and have been implicated in the broad 
abuses of human rights [t is apparent that the SOA did not teach its studenrs proper and ethical 
conduct, rather perverse lessons were learned. which have histoncally been used LO abuse rhe 
people of Central and South America. 

Recently declassified documents has revealed the profoundly anti-democratic methods used to 
train LaLin American militaries at the SOA. The Pentagon has released seven training manuals 
demonstrating that as recently as 1992. the SOA was distributing materials which instructed the 
student trainees in ex.ecution, extortion. and torture. 

Over 600 arrests occurred on Sunday. November 16, 1997 2000 people gathered at the ma111 
gate of Fort Benning. Georgia for a prayer vigil and memorial service marking the eighth 
anniversary of the massacre of six Jesuit priests and two women in El Salvador in 1989 by 
graduates of the SOA One of my constituents, Sister Rita Steinhagen. was among :.?. 5 peopk 
found guilty January:.?. I. 1998 in a Federal court in Georgia of trespassing at the SOA. Curr~mly. 
these American:;. who have devoted their lives to alleviating soi.:ial injustice. are serving six 
inonchs in Federal prisons thrt)ughout the Unitl!d StJ.tes. These arrest~ ar the SO..\ are the largi:~1 
numher of nonviolem civil disobedience arrests at one rime in the U S in over a decad1;: lr is 
indeed ironic thaL people such <\S thc::;1: can be :>enr to prison fnr having the audacity t(1 r~pcaredly 
and peacefully protest the SOA while the SOA's graduates outrageous conduct remains 
unpunished 

Mr l)re:;idcm. 1 know you share with me the responsibility to uphold th~ law and 1dcals or' ~lJL1ctl 
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justice. We must honor and respect the men and women who have sacrifa:ed their li,·e~ for lhe 
well being or ochers ;ind those willin~ rn raise their voices to the contradiction \vi thin our system 
Justice will not be served by the imprisonment of these peaceful demonsrrawrs. The core value::. 
of our society have been ill served by the tragic conseque.nccs of the SOA operation. 

Therefore. I urge you to consider calling for an early release of all 25 Americans currently 
imprisoned during this altercation \vith the SOA. Thank you for your auemion ro this matter. . . 

look forward to your response. 

BFV ms 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy II 
Member of Congress 
2242 Rayburn Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Kennedy: 

WASHINGTON 

March 12, 1998 

Thank you for your recent letter to President Clinton concerning commutations for the 26 
men and women convicted of a trespass offense for events that occurred at the U.S. Army School 
of the Americas at Fort Benning, Georgia. The President has asked me to respond on his behalf. 

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice, any 
person seeking a commutation of his or her sentence must file an application with the Pardon 
Attorney at the Justice Department. The Justice Department then conducts an extensive 
investigation of those applications, and then forwards them to the President along with a 
recommendation as to whether the petitions should be granted or denied. 

I have been informed that none of those 26 individuals to whom you refer in your letter 
has filed an application with the Pardon Attorney. Accordingly, whether to commute any of their 
sentences is not currently pending before the President. Should any of those individuals decide to 
apply for a commutation, forms and information on the clemency process are available from the 
Office of the Pardon Attorney, Department of Justice, 500 First Street, N.W., Fourth Floor, 
Washington; D.C., 20530. I will forward your letter to that office so it will be included in any 
review process undertaken by the Department of Justice in the future. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to share with the President your views on such 
an important matter 

Sincerely, 

Charles F.C. Ruff 
Counsel to the President 

cc: Roger C. Adams 
Acting Pardon Attorney 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 5, 1998 
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I am writing to request that you commute the sentences of 26 men and women who 
were convicted in federal court of charges arising from protests at the U.S. Army School of 
Americas in Ft. Benning, Georgia. 

Their acts of civil disobedience were courageous statements of conscience aimed at 
righting a fundamental wrong: The training of Latin American and Caribbean military officers 
at a facility that has amassed a disgraceful record among its graduates of oppression, torture, 
extortion, murder, and other human rights abuses. 

Among the emerging democracies of our hemisphere, our country should be associated 
with the rule of law and respect for democracy, not the law of might over right and complete 
disregard for human life. Though steps have reportedly been taken to reform the curriculum at 
the facility, follow-up reports by the Inspector General of the Department of Defense have 
shown that the school continues to lack the oversight and monitoring needed to ensure that the 
men we train use their skills to uphold rather than trample on the human and civil rights of 
their innocent countrymen. 

Whatever purpose the School of the Americas may have served during the Cold War, 
the utility of the school in the East-West struggle has long since passed into the twilight of 
history. It is time to uphold democracy in our hemisphere and end our nation's association 
with such SOA graduates as death-squad leader Roberto D' Aubuisson of El Salvador, 
convicted drug-dealer Manuel Noriega of Panama, and Haitian coup leader Raoul Cedras. 

As you know, support has been growing in the U.S. Congress to shut down the School 
of Americas. The protesters -- who include combat veterans of the U.S. armed forces, clergy, 
and teachers from around the country -- are not criminals but deeply principled witnesses for 
peace and justice who support our efforts in Washington to close down the school. 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 



President Clinton 
Page Two 
March 5, 1998 

It was 228 years ago today that a group of brave Bostonians stood up to a squad of 
British soldiers outside the State House in Massachusetts to protest unlawful taxation, 
expropriation of private property, and the abuse of civilians by the military. It is entirely 
appropriate that we recall the sacrifice of these heroes in appealing to you, Mr. President, to 
show mercy to these protesters. 

Mr. President, you have spoken out forcefully and eloquently on our nation's historic 
standing as a beacon of liberty and justice to people throughout the world. Commuting the 
sentences of the 26 protesters would send the message that our nation treats its citizens with 
the kind of generosity of spirit and respect that is so lacking in the graduates of the School of 
Americas. 

JPK/boc 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 

Thank you for your recent correspondence to the 
Attorney General concerning the 25 persons recently 
sentenced in the Middle District of Georgia for a trespass 
offense at Fort Benning, Georgia, lnvolving what has been 
termed a protest against the continued presence of the School 
of the Americas at that military base. The Justice Department 
has received numerous letters similar to yours suggesting that 
the Attorney General should "investigate" the sentences 
imposed in these cases and that she recommend a Presidential 
pardon. 

Sentencing is purely the prerogative of the court. 
Moreover. many of these persons still have appeals of their 
sentences or convictions pending and the Department does not 
discuss ongoing cases with persons other than the defendants 
or their attorneys. 

As for a Presidential pardon, under the Department"s 
regulations governing executive clemency, a person currently 
serving a prison sentence is not eligible to apply for a full 
pardon, although he may apply for clemency in the form of 
commutation (reduction) of his sentence if he is not presently 
challenging his conviction or sentence through appeal or other 
court proceeding. To date, none of these individuals has 
applied for clemency, and, as noted, they may not be eligible to 
apply because of the pendency of an appeal. You should be 
advised that commutation of sentence is an extraordinary 
remedy that is very rarely granted. However, all petitions are 
carefully considered. 

We appreciate your time and thought in writing to the 
Attorney GeneraL 

!41004 
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U. S. Dct>artment of Justice 

Pardon Anomey 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

APR I 5 1998 

Debra K. Hannula, Esq. 
Committee for Clemency/Pardon of the SOA Protesters 
1315 Madison Street #286 
Seattle, Washington 98104 

Dear Ms. Hannula: 

We have received your letter of April 3, 1998, conceming the 25 individuals convicted 
and sentenced in the Middle District of Georgia for a trespaSs:bffense at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
on November 16, 1997, involving a demonstration against the continued presence of the School 
of the Americas at that military base. In your letter, you have requested that the sentences of all 
of these individuals he commuted, and you have fodicated that you represent all 25 persons in 
connection with the clemency request. 

It is our understanding that all of these individuals, with the exception of Dr. Richard 
Streb, are presently appealing their convictions and sentences. Following my conversation with 
you on April 13, 1998, in which you represented that your clients are appealing only the fines 
imposed and that you seek on their behalf commutation of their prison sentences, this Office 
confirmed with the United States Attorney's Office for the Middle District of Georgia that the 
notices of appeal filed by local counsel for your clients in the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit indicate that they are appealing both their convictions and sentences. We 
assume that you will be in contact with their local counsel in Georgia regarding this matter. In 
addition, we have learned that Father Bichsel, Sister Eilerman, Mr. Kinane, and Ms. Trotochaud 
have not yet begun serving their sentences because they are awaiting sentencing in another case. 
We also understand from your submission that Dr. Streb's reporting date to begin service of his 
sentence has been postponed until September 21, 1998. 

Pursuant to well-established clemency procedures, a request for commutation of sentence 
is not entertained when the petitioner has alternative relief available through appeal or other court 
proceeding or before the petitioner has begun service of his sentence. See § 1.3, Rules 
Governing Petitions for Executive Clemency; iJ 2, Information and Instructions on 

!41002 
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Commutations and Remissions (copies enclosed). Under the circwnstances, none of the 25 
individuals you represent is presently eligible to apply for commutation of sentence. ln the event 
that some or all of your clients wish to apply for such relief when they become eligible to do so, 
you may contact this Office for further infonnation regarding how to proceed. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Roger C. Adams 
Acting Pardon Attorney 

!4]00J 
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SOA Watch Washington DC demonstration: April 26 - 28, 1998 

White House Rally 
at Lafayette Park 

(Penn. Ave. at 16th Street NW) 
Sunday April 26 
12 noon-5 PM 

US Capitol 
Vigil & Lobby Action 

(East Center Steps) 
Monday & Tuesday 

April 27-28 
10AM-6PM 

Click here for lodging information 

!41004 
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Click to send email if you need a ride or can _offer a ride _to the DC protest in April 

SOA Watch Home Pa~ - Send Email to SOA Watch 

http://www. soaw .org/ dcaction.html 
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TO: 

PHONE NO.: 

FAX NO.: 

SUBJECT: A CoV~ 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 

500 FIRST STREET, N.W. 
FOURTH FLOOR 

Hbsliingti:m, D.C 20510 

TELECOPIER COVER SHEET 
(202) 616-6070 

FAX: (202) 616-6069 

FROM: 

L £ rrtrn.. 

s: J\:J 

TIME 

NUMBER OF PAGES, INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET !/_____ 

D 
I . fl1} 

THE ORIGINAL OF THIS DOCUMENT WILL __ WILL NOT -"--~ FOLLOW. 
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