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Navember 24, 1998

The Honorable William Clinton
President

The White Housz

Washington DC 20500

Dear President Clintor:

We write to you regarding the current situation involving Dr. Richard Streb and hzs recent
incarceration. We appreciate any and all attention you can give to this important matter.

Dr. Streb was arrested in November 1957 with 28 others for protesting at the United
States military base in Fort Benning, Georgia. They were demonstrating against the controversial
School of the Americas (SOA), a U.S. funded military school to tfain Latin American military
personnel. As you may know, this past weekend another demonstration occurred in front of Fort
Benning. This one was led by the renowned actor and social activist, Martin Sheern, and we
understand that about 2,000 people participated. Yet none of these demonstrators were arrested,
even though they bad zrosged on to base property as well. Ratber, they were bussed to a park
outside the town Yimits and deposited there, That seems to us to be 2 much more appropriate
punishment to fit the crime committed.

Nonethx:.ess . Streb was able to defer his six month jail sentence for almost a year. This
ded to care for his 74-year-

As a former constituent of Representative Ackerman’s, we can assure you that Dr. Streb
has been an upstandir;g citizen with no prior criminal record. He was the chairman of the social
studies department at Northport High School and remains well respected by fellow teachers and
students alike. ¥Te retired almost 20 years agc and has since relocated to Roanoke, Virginia.

Dr. Streb is now 73 years old, and is not in good health. He remains in a frail and
wezkened conclition, and we also understand that he has not been receiving the proper medication
that he needs to remsin healthy. In addition, Dr. Streb fears for his life, as he has been
incarcerated with mostly drug dealers and other common criminal elements, and therefore has
been forced to {ive in rough and harassing conditions. '

Having served over a month of his séntem:e, we feel that Dr. Streb has been sufficiently

punished for his crime, We implore you to seriously consider the circurnstances surrounding Dr.
Streb’s imprisonment and commute his sentence to time served.
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President Clinton letter
Page 2

Thank you for taking the time to carefully examine and review this situation. I trust that
you will make a decision that benefits all those involved in this case.

Sincerely,
‘ J oseph ennedy
Membbr of Congzress ' - Membertf Congress
Moran Sam Farr
ember of Congress Member of Congress

JgSeph Moakley
ember of Congre



Laura:
suggested language:
Thank you for your recent letter.....

I have asked the Department of Justice about the status of requests for executive
clemency for the six individuals convicted following an incident at the U.S. Army School of the
Americas. The Department of Justice has informed me that only one of those six individuals, Dr.
Richard Streb, has thus far chosen to apply for executive clemency. The Justice Department is
currently conducting a thorough review of Dr. Streb’s application. When that review is
complete, the Department of Justice will forward that application, along with the Department’s
recommendation, to the President. Please be assured that we will keep your correspondence here
so it will be available to the President when the matter comes before him.

In the meantime, should the others seek to apply for executive clemency, application
materials and further information about the process are available from the Office of the Pardon
Attorney at the following address: Office of the Pardon Attorney, Department of Justice, 500
First Street, NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC, 20530. The phone number is (202) 616-6070.

I hope this information is helpful. Thank you again for taking the time to communicate to
the President your views on this important matter. .......
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MEMORANDUM FOR: WH COUNSEL
CABE, M
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PODESTA, J
SOURCE: DRINAN, ROBERT F
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JOHN W. FICKLIN
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Professar uf Law

Mr. John Podesta

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear John:

[ have been asked to write to you about the release of the six protesters at the U.S.
Army’s School of the Americas.

[ know that you are very familiar with all of the details of this matter.
A colleague of mine, Charles Currie, S.J., has written to you about the matter.
[ know that you will do whatever is feasible.

On another point: [ congratulate you formally upon your elevation in the White House.
All of us are proud and grateful.

[t goes without saying that I stand ready to be of assistancz to you in any way possible.
Cordially yours,

Robert F. Drinan, S.J.

RFD:jaf
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ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 5 /thl/

May 5, 1998 ;QQ/

Mzr. John D. Podesta .

Aussistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff ﬂfu e

The White House -

Washington DC, 20500 ~ counsd F
i Iv1Y i\'ﬁ,

Dear Mr. Podesta:

At the suggestion of ouy mutual friend and colleague, Mark Gearan, ! am
writing to request your assistance with the enclosed petition for clemency,
commnitation of sentence and remission of fine of the 25 Protesters
against the School of the Americas.

I understand that the normal pardon process is quite tie-consuming and
would not be able to help those who arc already serving their six-month

sentences. Thus I would hope you wonld be able to help expedite things
so that the President might act quickly.

As one who has been deeply involved with El Salvador over the past nine
years, I appreciate the many ways this Administration has been more
responsive to requests for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re:
human rights issues and grass roots concerns, From the new approaches
of Brian Atwood at ALD., to the new sensitivity of the U.8. Ambassador,
Mus. Anne Paterson, in E] Salvador, the difference is obvious and much
appreciated. One recwring issue however, is the School of the Americas,
which continues to be a sors point.

I wish I and others were able to convince the President that the SOA
ghould be shut down, becanse, despite protestations to the coptrary, it
does pot seemn to have changed significantly from its sorry past. One
instractor is quoted as saying, “Nothing has changed; we teach the same
counter insurgency tactics as before, but now the target is the drug trade.”
Tts graduates now attack the indigenous population of Chiapas rather than
Salvadorans. The Commanding Officer, Colonel Roy Trumblc and
Captain McGivern, Public Affajrs Officer, both sound cerjly like what I
heard in El Salvador ninc years ago as they equate liberation theology
with commumism, protests as un-American, etc.

e Th mmary Mmere ©ere 4 Wastmwrrrmay NS 7ANIE T AT DZY B0 B.w /7AY 0£9 02y
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M. Jolm D. Podesta

May S, 1998
Page Two

But the main thrust of this letter is to encourage a speedy pardon of the
men and wamen in jail for a peaceful protest of what, at the very least, is
a highly questionabale place. Attomey Haonula, in her enclased letter,
makes the legal case for such am action, and her brief bjographies of
those imprisoned offer strong moral justification for such a pardon

These men and women are strong enough to endure imprisonment, but it
is a great waste of the kinds of service they bring to their various
communities to have them in jail, even for six months. There is also a sad
irony that whils they &re in prison for a harmlsss expression of their right
to protest pescefully, those responaible for the killing of the four
American women in El Salvador in 1980 (like most of those involved in
killing the Jesuits in 1989, graduates of the School of the Americas) were
reported to be walking free in Miami.

A speedy pardon would demonstrate, in a very tangible way, President
Clinton’s concem for justice and lraman rights.

I would also hope that he could see his way to allowing the closing of the
Schoo] of the Americas and tzansferring any worthwhils programs there
to another base. There are simply too many victims and too much
negative humsn rights history agsociated with the place for it ever to
fupction narmally.

Thank you for any help you can provide. I would be happy to provide any
additions] information you might need.

Gratefully,

Charles L. Currie, S.J.

Enclosure
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

January 27, 1999

TO: MEREDITH CABE

FROM: JO HUNERWADEL

Meredith, we understand that you are
the one that handles clemency in WHC.
This package will be officially
transferred to you through our Records
Management office, but Caroline thought
it a good idea to give you a heads up.
It looks like you already received the
letter from Currie directly from
Podesta’s office.
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Mr. John Podesta

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear John:

I have been asked to write to you about the release of the six protesters at the U.S.
Army’s School of the Americas.

[ know that you are very familiar with all of the details of this matter.
A colleague of mine, Charles Currie, S.J., has written to you about the matter.
[ know that you will do whatever is feasible.

On another point: I congratulate you formally upon your elevation in the White House.
All of us are proud and grateful.

It goes without saying that [ stand ready to be of assistanc= to you in any way possible.

Cordially yours,

Robert F. Drinan, S.J.

RFD:jaf

JAN1L 1717

[T
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May 5, 1998 f\}/

Mzr. John D. Podesta .

Assista.n_t to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff et 14

The White House —~ o

Washington DC, 20500 ~ couq c
e i\.q,\

Dear Mr. Podesta:

At the suggestion of ouy mutual friend and colleague, Mark Gearan, | am
writing to request your assistance with the enclosed petition for clemency,
comumtation of sentence and remission of fine of the 25 Protesters
against the School of the Americas.

I understand that the normal pardon process is quite time-consuming and
would pot be able to help those who arc already serving their six-rmonth
sentences. Thus T would hope you would be able to help expedite things
s0 that the President might act quickly.

As one who has been deeply involved with El Salvador over the past nine
years, I appreciate the many ways this Administration has been more
responsive to requests for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re:
human rights issues and grass roots concerns, From the new approaches
of Brian Atwood at A.]1D., to the new sensitivity of the U.S. Ambassador,
Mrs, Anne Paterson, in E] Salvador, the diffarence is obvious and much
appreciated. One recurring issue however, is the School of the Americas,
which continues to be a sore point.

I'wish I and others were able to convince the President that the SOA
should be shut down, because, despite protestations to the contrary, it
does pot seem to have changed significantly from its sorry past. One
instructor is quoted as saying, *Nothing has changed; we teach the same
counter insurgency tactics as before, but now the target is the drug trade.”
ts graduates now attack the indigenous population of Chiapas rather than
Salvadorans. The Commanding Officer, Colonel Roy Trumble and
Captain McGivern, Public Affairs Officer, both sound eerily like what I
heard in El Salvador nine years ago as they equate liberation theology
with communism, protests as un-American, efc.
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Mr. John D. Podesta
May S, 1998
Page Two

But the main thrust of this letter is to encourage a speedy pardon of the
men and wamen in jail for a peaceful protest of what, at the very least, is
a highly questiopabale place. Artomey Hannula, in her enclosed letter,
makes the legal case for such am action, and her brief biographies of
those imprisoned offer strong mora) justification for such a pardon.

These men and women are strong enough to endure iImprisonment, but it
is a great waste of the kinds of service they bring to their various
commumities to have them in jail, even for six months. There is also a sad
irony that while they are in prison for a harmlegs expression of their right
to protest peacefully, those responsible for the killing of the four
American women in El Salvador in 1980 (like most of those involved in
killing the Jesuits in 1989, graduates of the School of the Americas) were
reported to be walking free in Miami.

A speedy pardon would demonstrate, in 2 very tangible way, President
Clinton’s concem for justice and human rights.

I would also hope that he could see his way to allowing the closing of the
School of the Americas and tzansferring any worthwhils programs there
to another base. There are simply too many victims and too much
negative buman rights history associated with the place for it ever to
Tunction normally.

Thank you for any help you can provide. I would be happy to provide any
additional information you might need.

Gratefully,

Charles L. Currie, S.J.

Enclosure

—



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 16, 1999

Mr. Mike Lowry
President

Enterprise Washington
1900 S. Puget Drive
Renton, WA 98055

Dear Mr. Lowry:

Thank you very much for your letter to the President regarding commutations of sentence
for six protestors of the U.S. Army’s School of Americas.

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice,
individuals seeking executive clemency must file an application with the Office of the Pardon
Attorney at the Department of Justice. Of the six named individuals in your letter, only Dr.
Richard Streb has filed such an application. Dr. Streb’s application is currently under review at
the Department of Justice. I will forward a copy of your letter to the Pardon Attorney to ensure
that it will be included in that review.

Thank you again for your thoughtful letter, and for taking time to communicate to the
President your views on this important matter.

Sincerely,

eredith E. Cabe

Associate Counsel to the President

cc: Mr. Roger C. Adams
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Mike Lowry
President
Euteiprise Washington
Washington State Governor {1993-19%7)
Limited States Congress (1272-1989}
1960 S. Puget Drive
Renten, WA 688055 LSA

October 21, 1998

The Honorabte Wilham Jefferson Clingon
The White House

1600 Pennsytvania Avenue N.W.
Wiashington, D 20306

RE: Request fer Clewsency, Commutation of Sentence and Remxsalon of Fme
of e 26 SOA I’rotc?fcn; e

St 003 e LB B P NG

i e et

Dear President Clinmon:

[ am writing to show my support and concern for the protesters of the U.S. Army's School of the
Americas (SOA) CUne of thase protesters, Fr. William J. Bichsel, is a 70-year-old priest irom Tacoma,
Washington, and a life-tong u.qdrr,r of Washington State. Fr. Bichsel began serving 174 vears in
Federal Prison on Septeraber 28, 1958, for his peaceful non-violent protest of the SOA.

As a member of Congress fr' 1975-1989, 1 oppoesed U.S. support of the School of the Amernicas

[ definitelv continue to question wiwether the SCA does proinote peace and democracy in Latin
Amernica. Too many reporis f‘rom f.atin America continue to point to human rights abuses committed
by SOA graduates. We, as Amencans, cannot continue 1o be viewed as complicit in these atrocities.
Ecenormnic aid and free trade are the tools that will bring lasting, peaceful relations with Latin America.

There is 2 group of Washuigtan State attomeys seeking clemency for the SOA Protesters. According
to them, 25 Americans were cnarged with misdemeanor criminal trespass charges at Ft. Benning,
Gcm'j};a These ul'.usko & OEG TG I./wu\.bl..;‘l crosiat @ the Sohoot ofthe Ancerican in B p‘“"""" L wn
November 16, 1997, when more thasn 2 000 Amenicas gatizered and held a silent funeral proc esmon dnd
prayer vigil comimeinorating the deaths of the six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her 15-year-old
daughter. All were killed November 16, 198¢ 1 El Satvador  According to the United Nations Truth

Commissinn, 19 of the 26 soldiers found to be vesponsibie for these murders were SOA graduates.

The 25 Amercans convicted of criminal trezpass were sentenced to six months in Federal Prison and a
$3,000 fine. It is my undersianding that 20 of the 23 have already served their six-month sentence. Dr.
Richard Streb, one of the 25, began serving his six-imenth sentence just one month ago, on September
21, 1968. Dr. Streb is 73 years old, a decorated Werld War 1T Veteran, a vetired teacher, and the
primary carctaker of his elderly wife.



The Honorable Witliam Jefferson Clinton
Jctoher 21, 1998
Page 2

In a separate protest two months prior. on September 2%, 1597, five protesters gachered ad the cuirance
sign to £ Benning. According (o attomeys famidiar with the case, the base and media were '101! fied ot
the protesi severai days earlier. The imikiary volice arrived at the same tine 4s ihe protesters ar
watchad the protesters write "School of Assassins, Schioot of Shame” cin the sigr. Adter the protesters

were finished, they prayed together and sang a hvmn, and au that time were arreated and cnarged with
two counts of feleny property destiuction. Sro Marge Ellerman, 2 70-year-oid nun, d Kinone, Mary
Trotochaud and Kathleen Runipf wrote on the sign. Fr. William Bichsel placed los hand in red paint
and placed it on the sign.

AN Sye racaived ndenr senfences Fam elgnt to 17 monthy for the Sentember crime. Four of
were among the 25 sentenced for the Novernber protest, and rather than run the twe sentences
concurrently (as was requested by their defense team), Judge Elliott gave the tour consecutive
sentences, fo be served in addition o the six-month-senitences. (Judge Elliott’s biography 15 attached
aad reputhshed with permission).

. 3.
* ’:.‘
I ask that you commuie the sertences of Fr. Wilham Sichsel. Ea I\u'zzme: Sr. MargeLilerman, Marv
Teschaud, KathlesnRiimpf and Dr Kichargs treb. These are deeply religious people expressinig
their heartielt beliefs dbout thc, SGA. not hard e"QO criminajs that we must remove Erom soctety uy order
£ pTOteCt Our COMMIUTLE % '
Q‘ . _",,_._.\_._-_ R .
Fr. William Bichse!is a well-known and well-respecied produdlve mefmber of the gréater
Tacoma/Seattle area. He has dedicated his life to working with the homeless and menially 1. He
raught at Bellaruine and Seattie Preparatorv Schools, both well known for their acadeinic
‘achievements, and was Dean of Students at Gonzagz University  He has wort: awards for his
humanitarian cttort

To incarcerate these individuals is a termible waste ofta.\(payers' money. The loss to their conmxunities
is tremendous. Please commute their sentences and remut their fines, along with the fines or the 26 whe
have already served their sentences.

b

More than 3,000 citizens have sigred petitions caliing for their release. Article 2. Section 2 of the

Constitution gives you full authority o pardnn these citizens.

thank you for vour thoughtful consideration,

Sincerely,

Th

(]
D]
=
'D

Acting Pardon Attorney

Enclesure



K ﬂn;czﬂoxw‘.im-' e of law a
sa Univegity and sa ACLU
nsel who has been involved in the jail
sation. ‘*He played on the good faith

sublic officials and what he assumed’

i their own desire to do right.”
Rogow likens Hoeveler 0 Frank
nson, now on the Fifth Circuit Court

Appeals, who is famous for his civil |
ats decisions as a district cowst judge

Alabama in the sixties and seventics.
There was a lot of public resistance (o
xveler's actions in the Broward Coun-
Jail case—people’s atitude was, it's
{ supposed 10 be a hotel,'” says Ro-
‘w. And plenty of other judges
suld’ve tned to shirk it, or avoid re-
onsibility for it by saying something
.¢, | can’t help it, the Constitution
akes me do it. But Hoeveler never did.

:s approach was, this is what must be'’

ne. and we're going (o be better pew-
= for having done it.”" Foc his parn.
develer just says that he thinks the pub-
:'s autitude toward jails is changing.

‘We're slowly comiag out of the Dark

ges.'”

The judge points to a criminal case in ’

379, U.S. v. Kopiwk. as uone of the
ost demanding he has iried. A complex
‘ganized crime case, it involved water-
ont union officials and cmployers
Aere were 22 defendants at the outset,
d |1 went to trial) who had allegedly

anticipated for more than ten years ina |

wespread pattemn of corruption aimed
sccuring control of business activity at

:veral major ports in the southeastern '

nued States. Both defease lawyers and
~usecutors in that trial offer high praise
s Hoeveler's performance. **He never
iays favorites, never ruffles, and he has

ie patience of Job,” says one of the

Willlam Hoeveler

rosecutors. ]

_Alter nearly seven months of tral,
loeveler encountered a novel problem
-hen—(uur days after jury deliberations
ad begun—a juror became psychotic
nd had o be discharged. Over the
nanimous objections of defense coun-
<. Hoeveler substituted an alternate ju-
or. thus violating one of the federal
sies of civil procedure, He accompa-
1ed his order with 2 careful opinioa
xplaining why the bending of the rules
vas necessary, The defense moved for a
mstrial, unsuccessfully, and the central
ssuc in the Xopuuk appeal became
vhetner Hoeveler had crred in substitut-
ng the juror. The tle venth Circuit Court

€ wORLO 1Ll 43T

@ Emess s etts mesetmetomm e

Koplisk comvictions ‘were aifirmed in | Ellion appointed to the bench. At's saie
ee o :

Some lawyers do complain
veler can be slow to rule in civil cases,’
particulacly on pre-trial motions. Hoe-
veler affers this criticism himself, com-
menting that he thinks he is less efficient
than some of his colleagues. But his sap-
porters poiat out that Florida Southern
District judges are laboring under a
crushing losd of criminal cases, with
civil cases almost crowded off the dock-
et. Hocveler, they say, is slow because
he gives each case the kind of individual-
ized attention that many j with
more of a case-count meatality no longer
do. - -

Peter NimkofT, a U.S. magistrate for
the Southem District of Florida, has had
the opportunity to view Hoeveler from
the vantage point of a defense lawyer, a
prosccutor (he was chief of the civil divi-
sion in the U.S. attomey's office in the
Southem District), and his present rule.
Nimkotf says that he hus seen the same
model of faimess and courtesy in Hoe-
veler {rom each of those perspectives,
adding that the judge “*makes aayone
who believes in the passible majesty
of the law want to be a part of his
court.”’ —by Connie Bruck
J. ROBERT ELLIOTT, 73

Appointed by Kennedy in 1962

Judges like J. Robert Elliott of Georgia's
Middle District are, {ortunately, a van-
ishing breed. An old-line segregationist
who flaunts his deep-rooted prejudices
against blacks, unions, and cnminal de-
fendanus, Ellioa is less a judge than a
despot. He is often compared by lawyers
to Mississippi’s legendary Harold Cox
[*Still Racist After All These Years,™
AL, July 1979), now on senior starus in
the Fifth Circuit.

Over the last 21 years, Ellioa—a Ken-
nedy appointee who went oa the bench in
1962—has been heavily reversed (first
by the Fifth Circuit and now by the Elev-
enth). According 1o Victor Navasky's
Kennedy Justice, Elliont’s reversal rate
in civil rights cases duning the years that
Robert K was Attorney General
(1961-1964) was 90 t, exceeding
even that of Harold Cox.:

C.B. King, 2 black atorney from Al-
bany, Georgia, first appearcd before the
judge in 1962, Elliott had issued an in-
junctioa against King's clients, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King (no refation) and other

" integrationists, o keep them from denr-

onstrating in Albany. Elliou’s groumd
for the injunction was that the demon-
strators would violate the civil rights of
local non-integrationist whites. [n the 20
years since, says King, *“there have been
better than fifty civil rights cases in
which ['ve been involved, cither as pnn-
cipal counsel or of counsel, and | can't
recall a single instance where the relief
sought was granted by Judge Ellioa. It
was always a matter of having (o go 1o
the appellate count. And with the excep-
tion of four or five of those cases, the
circuit court cither reversed or remarul-
ed.”

There was ample indication before El-
liott was appointed that he might male
the (ederal bench into a politicat podium.
A Democratic national commirteeman
from 1946 to 1956, Ellioat led the walk-
out of the Georgia delegation at the 1948
Democratic National Conventioa in pro-
test of th= panty's stance in suppoet of
civil rights. lie was a floor leader for
Gecryia's seyregationist governar, Her-
man Talmudse, who later became a U5,

L - ignind 930, in blas-
ing the press id were their
cfforts to blacken Talmadge, Elliott de-
clared that if the ** mighty moguls of mis-
representation’’ continued in that effort,
the state would punish ther with legisla-
tion authorizing suit for “libel against
society.” [a 1952, when Elliont was ar-
guing that the county-unit sysiem of con-
ducting elections, which guaranteed
white rural domination of Georgia poli-
tics, should be writtea into the state coa-

L Robert Elliott

stitution, he was widely quoied as say-
ing, *‘1 don't want these pinks, radicals,
-and bloc-voters to outvote those who are
trying (o preserve our scgregationist
laws and other traditions."*

Elliott’s hatred for the press scems 10
be as unced as his segregationist
beliefs. In 1974 Lt. William Calley came
before him with a habeas corpus petition
after being convicted by court-martial of
premeditated murder and assauit with in-
tent to commit murder. In his opinion
sctting aside the coaviction, Elliott de-
voted nearly 50 pages to reviewing what
he deemed to be the inflammatory news
coverage of Calley and his role in the My
Lai massacre, and summed up this sec-
tion by saying that **if there has ever
been a case in which a conviction should
be set aside because of prejudicial pub-
licity, this is it."” =

In the rambling and grandiloquent
canclusion to his Calley opinion, Elliott
declared that **war is war.’* He illustrat-
ed the point by companng Calley's mur-
der of civilians at My Lai (o Joshua's
destruction of Jericho as described in the
Old Testament, which Elliott quoted at
length; to [van the Termble's drowning
of the Jews: to Winston Churchill and
President Eisenhower's joint bombing of
German cities; and, in fullest expasition,
to Union General William Tecumseh
Sherman’s acts of violence against Con-
federate civilians in his march through
Georgia during the Civil War. Elliou
closed with this pacan to Cailey's mar-
tyrdom: **He was pummelled and piilo-

. ried by the press./He was taunted and
tainted by television./He was reproached
and ndiculed by radio./He was criticized
and coademned by commenta-
tors . .. ."

Elliott ruled Calley's conviction invai-

id and ordered him freed in September

1974. One year later, the Fifth Circuit

found Elliott in ervor on 2il grounds and

ardered Calley back to prison.
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(Minneapolis law firm of
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 16, 1999

The Honorable Brian Ebersole
City of Tacoma

747 Market Street

Room 1200

Tacoma, Washington 98402

Dear Mayor Ebersole:

Thank you very much for your letter to the President regarding commutations of sentence
for six protesters of the U.S. Army’s School of Americas.

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice,
individuals seeking executive clemency must file an application with the Office of the Pardon
Attorney at the Department of Justice. Of the six named individuals in your letter, only Dr.
Richard Streb has filed such an application. Dr. Streb’s application is currently under review at
the Department of Justice. I will forward a copy of your letter to the Pardon Attorney to ensure it
will be included in that review.

Thank you again for your thoughtful letter, and for taking time to communicate to the
President your views on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Meredith E. Cabe
Associate Counsel to the President

cc: Mr. Roger C. Adams



City of Tacoma

December 2, 1998 Mayor Brian Ebersole

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: _Request for Clemency, Comrmx;&gu,gf,_&gnmn;g_and.&emlsswn-nﬂmg_o_[_
728 U.S . Army.s.School of the Amerjcas Protesters

Dear President Clinton:

Please add my voice to the many requesting that you commute the sentences of Father William
Bichsel, Ed Kinane, Sister Marge Eilerman, Mary Trotochaud, Kathleen Rumpt and Dr. Richard
Streb.

These individuals were all involved in a peaceful protest of the SOA at Ft. Benning, Georgia.

Father Bichsel, a 70-year old Catholic priest, was sentenced to a total of 1-1/2 years . Father
Bichsel has been a contributing member of our community for several years. He has taught at two
excellent schools in the area, Bellarmine Preparatory in Tacoma and Seattle Preparatory. He was
also Dean of Students at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington. For the past several years,
Father Bichsel has dedicated his life to the mentally ill and homeless in Tacoma. Through his work at
Guadalupe House, which houses the homeless and provides employment, Father Bichsel continues
his humanitarian service to the community.

To incarcerate these individuals who are productive members of their community is a crime in itself.
These individuals, for the most part, are elderly and have taken vows of poverty. This action points
out to our taxpayers the lack of common sense on the part of government—to sentence and fine
individuals at this level for a misdeameanant when options such as community service are avallable
and more realistic. It would appear that these individuals have been targeted for harsh and
unreasonable sentences due to their political viewpoint.

I respectfully request-that-you give-this.request your serious consideration under your powers to
——pardan_according to Article 2, Section 2 of the Constltutlo .

VD Tri e TR L S A any

Sincerely,

BRIAN EBERSOLE
Mayor

cc: Debra K. Hannula

747 Market Street, Room 1200, Tacoma, Washington 98402-3766, (253) 591-5100, FAX (253) 591-5123
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Charles L. Currie, S.J.

Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities
One Dupont Circle, Suite 405

Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Currie:

Thank you very much for your recent letter concerning the 25 men and women who were
convicted of trespass offenses after an event at the School of the Americas in Fort Benning,
Georgia. You are right that this President cares very deeply about justice and human rights, and I
appreciate your communicating your views on this issue with me and with him.

I am informed by the Department of Justice that no applications for these individuals are
currently pending. According to longstanding regulations established by the Department of
Justice, the Department does not consider applications for executive clemency from individuals
who are still in the process of seeking remedies through the courts. It also does not consider
applications of individuals who have not yet begun serving their sentences. My understanding is
that all but two of the men and women you write about fall into one of these categories.

The remaining two, however, are eligible to apply for executive clemency, because they
are in fact serving their sentences, and their cases are not currently under consideration by the
courts. They have not yet submitted applications. In order to facilitate that process, the Office of
the Pardon Attorney, an office within the Department of Justice, has sent them applications and
instructions at the institutions where they are incarcerated. We have asked the Department of
Justice to complete its review process as expeditiously as possible upon receipt of those
individuals’ applications.

In addition, we will keep your letter on file here at the White House so it will be available
to the President if and when applications from any of those 25 men and women come before him.

Thank you again for communicating your views to me and to the President.

Sincerely,

ohu Podesta



AJCU

ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

May 5. 1998 L
Mr. John D. Podesta
Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff ) //C v

The White House
Washington DC, 20500

Dear Mr. Podesta:

At the suggestion of our mutual friend and colleague, Mark Gearan, [ am
writing to request your assistance with the enclosed petition for clemency,
commutation of sentence and remission of fine of the 25 Protesters
against the School of the Americas.

[ understand that the normal pardon process is quite time-consuming and
would not be able to help those who are already serving their six-month
sentences. Thus I would hope you would be able to help expedite things
so that the President might act quickly.

As one who has been deeply involved with El Salvador over the past nine
years, | appreciate the many ways this Administration has been more
responsive to requests for a more enlightened and sensitive policy re:
human rights issues and grass roots concerns. From the new approaches
of Brian Atwood at A.L.D., to the new sensitivity of the U.S. Ambassador,
Mrs. Anne Paterson, in El Salvador, the difference is obvious and much
appreciated. One recurring issue however, is the School of the Americas,
which continues to be a sore point.

I wish I and others were able to convince the President that the SOA
should be shut down, because, despite protestations to the contrary, it
does not seem to have changed significantly from its sorry past. One
instructor is quoted as saying, “Nothing has changed; we teach the same
counter insurgency tactics as before, but now the target is the drug trade.”
Its graduates now attack the indigenous population of Chiapas rather than
Salvadorans. The Commanding Officer, Colonel Roy Trumble and
Captain McGivern, Public Affairs Officer, both sound eerily like what I
heard in El Salvador nine years ago as they equate liberation theology
~with communism, protests as un-American, etc.

ONE DUTONT CIRCLE - SUCITL 403 WasiinaTon, D e 2003600 TEL. (202) 86293893 Fax R62-8523



Mr. John D. Podesta
May 5, 1998
Page Two

But the main thrust of this letter is to encourage a speedy pardon of the
men and women in jail for a peaceful protest of what, at the very least, is
a highly questionabale place. Attorney Hannula, in her enclosed letter,
makes the legal case for such an action, and her brief biographies of
those imprisoned offer strong moral justification for such a pardon.

These men and women are strong enough to endure imprisonment, but it
is a great waste of the kinds of service they bring to their various
communities to have them in jail, even for six months. There is also a sad
irony that while they are in prison for a harmless expression of their right
to protest peacefully, those responsible for the killing of the four
American women in El Salvador in 1980 (like most of those involved in
killing the Jesuits in 1989, graduates of the School of the Americas) were
reported to be walking free in Miami.

A speedy pardon would demonstrate, in a very tangible way, President
Clinton’s concern for justice and human rights.

I would also hope that he could see his way to allowing the closing of the
School of the Americas and transferring any worthwhile programs there
to another base. There are simply too many victims and too much

negative human rights history associated with the place for it ever to
function normally.

Thank you for any help you can provide. I would be happy to provide any
additional information you might need.

Gratefully,

Charles L. Currie, S.J.

Enclosure
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COMMITTEE FOR CLEMENCY/PARDON OF THE SOA PROTESTERS
1315 Madison Street #286
Seattie, Washington 98104
(206) 748-31317

April 27, 1998

President William Ciinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: Petition for Clemency, Commutation of Sentence and Remission of
Fine of the 25 SOA Protesters

Dear President Clinton:

I, along with attorneys Cathryn Ruckle and John R. Connelly,
represent 25 Americans convicted of criminal trespass at Ft. Benning, Georgia
and sentenced on November 19, 1997 and January 22, 1998, to 6 months in
Federal prison and a $3,000 fine. Twenty are now in prison, the other five
will soon follow. We respectfully request clemency for these individuals. We
are asking that their sentences be commuted and they be released from prison
immediately. We are asking for remission of the fines. Enclosed are four
affidavits from attorneys addressing the sentences imposed by Judges
Slaughter and Elliott, brief biographical statements on each of the 25, their
judgment and sentences from Georgia and a copy of an article from The
American Lawyer, reprinted by permission of the publisher, describing Judge
Elliott’s record on human rights, including his 1974 decision to overturn Lt.
William Calley’s murder conviction for the My Lai massacre, declaring "war
is war."

These convictions stem from a peaceful demonstration at Ft. Benning,
Georgia, against the School of the Americas, which has taken place every
November 16 since 1990, to commemorate the deaths of the six Jesuits, their
housekeeper and her daughter killed November 16, 1989. The UN Truth
Commission found that 19 out of the 26 cited as responsible for their murders
were graduates of the School of the Americas. That demonstration of
November 16, 1997 consisted of a silent funeral procession with protestors
carrying make-shift coffins. Inside the coffins were 1,000,000 signatures
calling for the closure of the School of the Americas.



President William Clinton
April 27, 1998
Page 2

Our clients were convicted of "lllegal Re-Entry onto a U.S. Military Reservation."
All 25 had participated in other similar protests at Ft. Benning. All had received ban and
bar letters prohibiting them from returning on November 16, 1997.

The ban and bar letters were issued as a result of arrests made, after these protesters
demonstrated against U.S. tax dollars spent for the School of the Americas. -

Ft. Benning is open to the public, city transit enters freely. The demonstrations took
place in areas open to the public.

Over the years, public functions attended by civilian and media invitees, have taken
place at Ft. Benning, where political speeches in favor of the School of the Americas, are
featured. None of these gatherings have resulted in arrests or charges being filed against
those assembling, or those speaking on behalf of the School of the Americas.

The convictions of our clients contradict the rights of all U.S. citizens to hold
dissenting viewpoints. Viewpoint-based discrimination violates the First Amendment.
Lambs Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free School District, 508 U.S. 385, 124 L.Ed. 352,
113 S. Ct. 2141, 2147-48 (1993). This idea is more eloquently expressed by Supreme Court
Justice Oliver Wendall Holmes in his dissenting and now famous opinion in Abramsv. U.S.,
250 U.S. 616, 631, 40 S. Ct. 17 (1919).

Persecution for the expression of opinions seems to me perfectly logical. If
you have no doubt of your premises or your power and want a certain result
with all your heart you naturally express your wishes in law and sweep away
all opposition. To allow opposition by speech seems to indicate that you
think the speech impotent. . . . But when men have realized that time has
upset many fighting faiths, they have come to believe . . . that the ultimate
good desired is better reached by free trade in ideas, — that the best test of
truth is the power of the thought to get itself accepted in the competition of
the market; and that truth is the only ground upon which their wishes safely
can be carried out. That, at any rate, is the theory of our Constitution. It is
an experiment, as all life is an experiment. Every year, if not every day, we
have to wager our salvation upon some prophecy based upon imperfect
knowledge. While that experiment is part of our system I think that we
should be eternally vigilant against attempts to check the expression of
opinions that we loathe and believe to be fraught with death, unless they so
imminently threaten immediate interference with the lawful and pressing
purposes of the law that an immediate check is required to save the
country. . . . Only the emergency that makes it immediately dangerous to
leave the correction of evil counsels to time warrants making any exception



President William Clinton
April 27, 1998
Page 3

of the sweeping command; "Congress shall make no law abridging the
freedom of speech."

Attorneys Madsen, Keefe, McKay, and Steward address the issue of the sentences
given by Judges Slaughter and Elliott. All 25 were given the same sentence, regardless of
prior convictions, ability to pay the fine, or who they are as citizens. The majority of the
25 have no criminal record. The few that do have similar convictions from similar charges
from either protests at the School of the Americas or other non-violent demonstrations.
As the affidavits show, typical sentences for similar crimes would result in community
service hours and deferred sentences, not six months in prison and a $3,000 fine. Imposing
the maximum prison penalty is usually reserved for those individuals who are violent
offenders, who create a real danger and must be removed from society. Imposing a $3,000
fine on these protesters, most of whom have taken vows of poverty, is grossly excessive.

Three of our clients, Dr. Richard Streb, Anne Herman and Carol Richardson pled
nolo contendere November 19, 1997 and did not appeal their convictions. Their fines and
prison sentences were not stayed. Carol Richardson entered Federal Prison January 21,
1998, Anne Herman entered January 30, 1998, and Dr. Streb is scheduled to enter
September 21, 1998. The other 22 appealed their convictions under the First Amendment
and other grounds. They did not ask for a stay for their prison sentences. They requested
a stay on their fines, but this has not been granted or responded to.

I have attached an affidavit from attorney David Grindle who represented the 22 at
their trial January 22, 1998. Mr. Grindle also represented 13 SOA protesters in a similar
trial in 1996, also before Judge Elliott. They were convicted and sentenced to various
prison terms. All 13 served that time. Appeals were filed on First Amendment grounds in
1996. The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals has not yet ruled on these 1996 convictions.

In the case of the 25, they will also serve their prison sentences before the Eleventh
Circuit rules on their appeals.

I received the rules governing petitions for executive clemency from Acting Pardon
Attorney, Roger C. Adams. Section 1.3, Eligibility for Filing Petition for Commutation of
Sentence states:

No petition for commutation of sentence, including remission
of fine, should be filed if other forms of judicial or
administrative relief are available, except upon a showing of
exceptional circumstances.



President William Clinton
April 27, 1998
Page 4

As stated previously, three of the 25 have not filed appeals. The 22 that have will
have served their prison terms before the appellate court rules on their convictions.

As stated above, Section 1.3 allows for commutation of sentence even if other judicial
relief may be available, if there is a showing of "exceptional circumstances". Practically
speaking, there is no judicial relief available that will address the prison sentences timely.
The prison terms were not stayed. Twenty are now in prison. Only the fines were asked
to be stayed. This has not been ruled on, though the request was made January 30, 1998.

Some of my clients in prison have been told they must pay those fines now. Paddy
Inman has been told he must pay anywhere from $100 - $600 a month towards his fine or
his commissary money will be confiscated and applied to the fine. He and Christopher
Jones have been told they will not be released from prison after their 6 months stay if the
fines have not been paid.

The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals has not yet ruled on the 1996 convictions
from the November 16, 1995 Ft. Benning vigil of 13 SOA protesters.

As appellate attorney Grindle states in his attached affidavit, ". . . It is my belief that
appellants will have completed their prison sentences long before the Eleventh Circuit rules
on their appeal.”

The facts before you constitute exceptional circumstances.

Also included in the information from Mr. Adams was Section 1.10 of the Rules of
Clemency, Advisory Nature of Regulations:

The regulations contained in this part are advisory only and for
the internal guidance of Department of Justice personnel. They
create no enforceable rights in persons applying for executive
clemency, nor do they restrict the authority granted to the
President under Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution.

President Clinton, nothing in the Rules of Clemency restrict your authority to do
what you believe to be fair.

We make this petition for clemency, commutation of the sentences and remission of
the fines on behalf of these 25. As the biographical information shows, these people are
outstanding citizens who contribute immensely to their communities. They are priests,
clergymen, nuns and grandmothers, who work with the mentally ill, the homeless, victims



President William Clinton
April 27, 1998
Page 5

of torture and battered women. Some are school teachers. Some are students. Some are
veterans. Most are in their 60’s and 70’s.

A Federal prisoner costs the U.S. taxpayer at least $30,000 a year.

I know your schedule is overwhelming and you have many pressing issues, but I ask
you to assist us. These are hardworking, dedicated Americans. They should not be
imprisoned for expressing their heart-felt beliefs about the School of the Americas. Their
demonstrations are the type of free speech and conscientious objection upon which this
nation was founded.

Thank you for your time and attention. Please contact me for further information.

Very truly yours,”

Lhitna A Plarmuta

Debra K. Hannula
Attorney at Law
(206) 663-2772

Enclosures



The following biographical information is included. The names of the 25 SOA
protestors are:

Fr. Bill Bichsel, S.J.

Fr. Roy Bourgeois, MM
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell
Mary Earley

Sr. Marge Eilerman, OSF
Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF
Anne Herman

Paddy Inman
Christopher Jones

Rev. Ken Kennon

Ed Kinane

Dwight Lawton

Rita Lucey

Bill McNulty

Sr. Megan Rice

Carol Richardson

Dan Sage, Ph.D.

Doris Sage

Randy Serraglio

Sr. Rita Steinhagen, CSJ
Richard Streb, Ph.D.
Ann Tiffany

Mary Trotochaud

Judith Williams

Ruthy Woodring

Fr. William Bichsel

Fr. William Bichsel is a Catholic priest, born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. His
father was a railroad engineer, his mother a homemaker. He has six brothers and one
sister. Five of his brothers served with distinction in the United States Army and Navy in
World War II.

Fr. Bichsel returned to the Tacoma area after his seminary training and taught at
Bellarmine Preparatory in Tacoma and Seattle Preparatory. Both of these schools are
known for their academic excellence. He also coached football, basketball and baseball.
In addition to these schools, Fr. Bichsel was the Dean of Students at Gonzaga University
at Spokane, Washington for three years.

Fr. Bichsel was an associate pastor at St. Leo's parish in Tacoma for seven years.

Along with his pastoral duties, Fr. Bichsel worked with people with mental illnesses and low
income people. Fr. Bichsel was chaplain at Western State Mental Hospital for eight years.
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Fr. Bichsel now works and lives at Guadalupe House, a Tacoma Catholic Worker
House. It began as an outreach house for the mentally ill, who were discharged from
Western State Mental Hospital. Currently it assists homeless people. This house is
modeled after the writer, journalist and philanthropist, Dorothy Day. Ms. Day was a voice
for the poor and homeless during the depression. She started the Catholic Worker in 1933,
which began as a soup kitchen in the Bowery. Ms. Day's spiritual philosophy included living
out works of mercy. Each Catholic Worker House shares her commitment to the gospel
and teachings of Jesus. Each house focuses on different social concerns. Some house only
women and children in need, some for the mentally ill, some assist those with AIDS. There
are 150 Catholic Worker Houses, both here and abroad.

Currently, Guadalupe House works with the homeless. Along with providing people
with a place to live, it also provides employment. Guadalupe House runs a successful
organic garden program. Fr. Bichsel approached landowners in his neighborhood and
convinced them to allow his group to use their lots, which had been garbage dumps, and
turn them into organic gardens. These gardens are not only a source of food, but a place
of employment for homeless persons.

In 1992, Fr. Bichsel received the Hunthausen-Humanitarian Award. This

Archdiocesan Award is given to those committed to humanitarian efforts. This award
recognized Fr. Bichsel's work with the mentally ill and homeless.

Fr. Roy Bourgeois, MM

On March 23, 1998, Fr. Bourgeois entered Federal prison.

Fr. Roy is 59 years old and a Maryknoll Catholic Priest. He received a degree in
theology from the University of Southwestern, in Louisiana. He served four years as a
Naval officer. He volunteered for shore duty in the Vietnam War and is a recipient of the
Purple Heart. He served one year in Vietnam. After Vietnam Fr. Roy entered the
Maryknoll Seminary and was ordained a Catholic Priest in 1972. He served the poor of
Bolivia for five years. After Bolivia, Fr. Roy returned and worked for the Maryknolls, in
cities throughout the United States, teaching in schools and preaching in churches.

s4td He has two siblings.

In the late 1970’s, he became very involved in El Salvador during the time Bishop
Romero was Archbishop of El Salvador. Fr. Roy spent time in El Salvador witnessing the
plight of the poor firsthand. From these experiences Fr. Roy became an advocate for the
poor and voiceless in Latin America. For the past 18 years, Fr. Roy has been an educator
in colleges and churches around the country on Latin American studies.

In 1990 he became the founder of the SOA Watch in Columbus, Georgia.
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He is the 1996 recipient of the Franciscan Federation of U.S. Peace Maker of the
Year Award. He is the 1997 recipient of the Pax Christi, Pope Paul VI Teacher of Peace
Award.

Fr. Roy is the heart and soul of the SOA Watch and a tireless advocate of human
rights.

Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell

On March 23, 1998, Rev. Dr. Nicholas Cardell entered Federal prison.

Rev. Cardell grew up in Manhattan. He received a B.A. from Columbia College and
a B.D. from Meadville-Lombard Theological School at the University of Chicago. In 1987
he received his Doctor of Divinity from this school.

Rev. Cardell has been a church minister for over forty years. Currently he is the
Unitarian Universalist Minister with the May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society in
Syracuse. _ ;

Rev. Cardell served in the U.S. Army during World War IIl. He was stationed
overseas with his Parachute Infantry 101, Airborne Division. He was captured in the Battle
of the Bulge in Belgium on January 3, 1945. He was a POW for three months before he
managed to escape. His unit received recognition for their efforts with the Belgium
Forregere Award, two Presidential citations and the Good Conduct Medal.

Rev. Cardell has been married since 1974. He has two children, a son and a
daughter. His son is an associate professor at Washington State University. His daughter
is a social worker, now living and working in New York City. She currently counsels
recovering addicts.

Rev. Cardell has been actively involved in the community throughout the years. He
has served on the Board of Peace Action of Central New York. He was chairman of the
Board of Planned Parenthood of Syracuse, New York.

Rev. Cardell has been active in assisting the community through his congregation.
His church hosts 12 step meetings, the Syracuse Community Choir and assists other
churches with meals for the needy. His congregation is well connected with the community
and enjoys a wonderful reputation for service.



Mary Earley

On March 23, 1998, Mary Earley entered Federal prison.

Mary Earley is 67 years old, a former Roman Catholic nun from North Palm Beach,
Florida.
Bie): | As a young woman, Mary met social rights
worker Dorothy Day Her philosophy and the Catholic Worker Community in New York
have probably been the biggest adult influence on my life. There I saw the beatitudes being
lived and it strongly influenced my life and my passion for pacifism."

At 17, Mary became a nun with the Presentation Sisters in Newburgh, New York.
She left the convent in the 1960’s and became a special education teacher for the New York
school system, caring for children in the city’s hospitals.

Later she became active in Pax Christi, an international Roman Catholic peace
movement.

Mary moved to Florida in 1994. She is an active community volunteer. In addition
to her SOA activities, she serves regularly at the soup kitchen at St. George’s Church in
Riviera Beach.

Sr. Marge Eilerman, OSF

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Marge Eilerman entered Federal prison.

Sr. Marge Eilerman was bornl ‘B)6)fazdasx She has nine brothers and sisters.
Her father served in World War I and two of her rothers served in World War 1L

She attended colleges at Miami University, Oxford and Mary Manse College in
Toledo, Ohio.

Sr. Marge entered the Franciscan community in Tiffan, Ohio in 1957. From 1960-
1970, she taught elementary students in small rural schools in Northwestern Ohio. From
1970-1974, Sr. Marge worked as a missionary in Chiapas, Mexico with the rural poor. She
returned to the United States and worked as a pastoral associate for 20 years in Eastern
Kentucky.

Sr. Marge has been involved in a number of civic activities. She served four years
on the local mental health board, Kentucky River Community Care. She is currently on the
Board of Directors for a small factory, Appalachian Environmental Products, Inc. This
factory was formed as an attempt to create employment in an impoverished community.
She has served on the Board for the past three years.
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She also belongs to a ministerial association, a group of ministers in her region, who
work together to provide community services, religion and outreach services to the poor,
including emergency food, housing and paying overdue utility bills.

In 1995, Sr. Marge received the Lexington Diocesan Mission Award, given to

outstanding missionary workers. In 1996, Sr. Marge received Outstanding Board Member
Award of the Kentucky River Community Care.

Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Mary Kay Flanigan entered Federal prison.

She is 65 years old.

e

She was born

‘ N6) G She has an older sister and a younger
brother, now deceased. She has 10 nie

eces and hephews and 17 grandnieces and nephews.

She received her MSW from Loyola University in Chicago in 1959. She is also
certified as a spiritual companion. Sr. Flanigan’s life has been dedicated to bettering
children’s lives as a teacher and a social worker.

Sr. Flanigan worked as a psychiatric social worker in the field of child neglect and
abuse in Chicago from 1959-1977. During this period of time, she worked with families
struggling with issues of child abuse and neglect, with the hopes of family reconciliation.
She did this work at Mercy Hospital, the Institute for Juvenile Research and the Juvenile
Protective Association, all located in Chicago. At that time she was also a field work
instructor for graduate students.

Sr. Flanigan entered the Novetia in Rochester, Minnesota in 1977 to become a
Franciscan nun.

She returned to Chicago’s inner-city neighborhoods in 1979 and worked as a staff
worker and coordinator with Chicago’s Uptown Ministry until 1991. This is an Ecumenical
Community Center dedicated to a variety of programs, including a pre-school, an after
school child care program and counseling for those in need.

Sr. Flanigan was a board member for REST, a shelter for homeless adults.

Currently Sr. Flanigan works with the Eighth Day Center for Justice in Chicago.
This organization is funded by 28 different religious congregations and works primarily in
the areas of economics rights, women’s rights and environmental issues. Sr. Flanigan also

serves as a counselor to indigent people several days a week at the Chicago Uptown
Ministry.
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In August of 1997, Sr. Flanigan was in Chiapas, Mexico with the Christian
Peacemaker’s team, and was deeply touched by the stories of refuges and others in the
Northern War zone.

Anne Herman
On January 30, 1998, Anne Herman entered Federal prison.
Anne Herman is 64 years old and a mother of six.

She received her master’s degree from the State University of New York,
Binghampton, New York. She taught school for many years, along with raising her family.

She became involved in a number of human rights activities including welfare rights,
Native American rights, and domestic violence issues.

She has held a variety of jobs including working as a paralegal and doing social work,
including helping families through the Family and Children Society. She has also worked
for the Volunteers of America.

Her children are grown and some are married. She has three grandchildren and is
looking forward to the birth of her fourth grandchild expected in June.

Since October 1997, she has lived at the Zachaeus House, a Catholic Worker House
in Binghampton, New York. This Catholic Worker House has been primarily a shelter for
women, children and families in crises for the past 20 years.

Currently Anne is a member of the Christian Peace Maker Teams, which serves as

a witness to international areas in conflict.

Christopher Jones

On March 23, 1998, Christopher Jones entered Federal prison.

Christopher Jones is 23 years old and was born fis:

Christopher is the son of Dr. Stephen R. Jones, Chief of Medicine at Good
Samaritan and Emanuel hospitals, and a long time member of Physicians for Social
Responsibility. Chris has a bachelor’s degree in Latin America Studies.

Christopher became interested in the movement to close the School of the Americas
when he did an internship in Western Belize, working with refugees from Guatemala and

El Salvador. The personal stories about the violence done by SOA graduates compelled
him to work for the closure of the school. After he graduated he spent three months
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working with the Kaquiokel Mayan Indians who also had horrific stories of violence
perpetrated by SOA trained soldiers.

Christopher has been accepted into a PhD program at Tulane University where he

will be studying anthropology. He is scheduled to begin school next September.

Paddy Inman

On March 23, 1998, Paddy Inman entered Federal prison.

Paddy Inman was born
siblings. His father was a career serviceman, serving in b
Air Force. He is 52 years old.

B3 along with six other

the Army Air Corps and the

Paddy graduated from Gonzaga University and has been a high school teacher for
the past 28 years. During these years, Paddy completed two masters degrees in education
while teaching Advanced Placement English, At-Risk programs for disadvantaged students,
Life Skills for Adolescents as well as coaching the cros$-country team and raising his
children. He is currently teaching in the Mead School District and is scheduled to start next
fall at Mt. Spokane High School. Paddy currently teaches English.

Paddy has three children. His son Matthew attends the University of North Carolina
in Chapel Hill and is working towards his doctorate in Physics. His daughter, Denie, is
currently doing her student teaching through Gonzaga University and daughter, Casey, is
an honors student and high school senior.

Paddy is an active volunteer in his community. He is the past Chairman of the
Spokane Neighborhood Centers Committee, which runs the Spokane Neighborhood Centers,
providing outreach, food stamps, and other assistance to low income and disenfranchised
people. Currently he is a member of the Peace and Justice Action League in Spokane. He
was also the chairman of the Board of the Spokane Catholic Family Services, which helps
run adoption agencies, counseling services and neighborhood outreach programs.

Paddy is an avid runner and bicycle tourer.

Rev. Ken Kennon
On March 23, 1998, Rev. Ken Kennon entered Federal prison.

He is 63 years old.

He was borngr'.'pf e W“,.:M‘ and has one sister and one brother. His
brother served in the U'S.’ 50’s.” At that same time, Rev. Kennon served with
the FBI for three years as a security clerk.
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He received his B.A. and master of divinity from Texas Christian University, and is
an ordained clergyman. He has been a minister for 30 years.

Rev. Kennon has been married for 45 years to Mary Ellen Kennon and they have
five children, one deceased and 15 grandchildren.

At this time, Rev. Kennon serves part time at Community Christian Church in
Arizona City, Arizona.

He and his wife, Mary Ellen, both own and operate adult care homes for the elderly
in Tucson, Arizona. This interest arose when Rev. Kennon’s mother-in-law was ailing and
he and his wife cared for her. They learned the needs of the elderly and what resources
were available. They entered the care for the elderly because both Rev. Kennon and his
wife were concerned that elderly care was below appropriate living standards.

His wife, Mary Ellen serves as President of the Council on Adult Care Homes in
Tucson. Mary Ellen and Rev. Kennon have two large elderly care residences that boast an
excellent reputation. They have had these businesses for 12 years.

Over the years, Rev. Kennon'’s civic works have included: Tucson SOA Watch,
Tucson Pastors for Peace, Tucson Ecumenical Council, Task Force for Central America,
Tucson Ecumenical Council Legal Assistance (TECLA), Community Food Bank, Arizona
Friends of the Farm Workers, Tucson Ecumenical Council, Michigan Farm Worker
Ministry, National Farm Worker Ministry, Public Housing Commission, City of Dowagiac,
MI, Cass County Non-Profit Housing Corporation, M1, Tri-County Migrant Ministry, Azie
Public Library, City of Azie, Azie, TX, Trarrant County Council on Alcoholism, and Alanon
Family Groups.

Ed Kinane

Ed Kinane is 53 years old and was born He has three
siblings. One is a public defender attorney in Orlando, Florida, another is a college teacher
at Auburn Community College, and a third is a "JAG" with the U.S. Army.

Ed received his education from Fordham College and Syracuse University where he
graduated magna cum laude. He has a masters in anthropology from the New School for
Social Research in New York City.

His partner of 13 years is Ann Tiffany, a retired psychiatric nurse.

Ed has been an active community volunteer. He also taught anthropology for two

years at Bellevue Community College in Bellevue, Washington. He has been a volunteer
with jail ministries, counseling local inmates in Syracuse.
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Ed worked for the Syracuse Peace Council for 20 years. He also taught 8th grade
one year in Kwanza, Kenya in 1980, and worked for a time on Wall Street.

From 1985-1987 he worked at a local Syracuse agency called Transitional Living
Services, Inc. He worked with the developmentally disabled helping them to become
independent. From 1988-1997, he has worked with Peace Brigades International. Ed began
working with the SOA Watch ih 1994 and is currently active with that group full time.

For his efforts for peace, he has received honors from the ACLU.

Dwight Lawton

On March 23, 1998, Dwight Lawton entered Federal prison.

Mr. Lawton was born 8 i aadit
" U.S. Navy from 1953-1956. His brother now
1956-1967.

)i : % He served in the
ceased, served in the U.S. Air Force from

Mr. Lawton received his B.A. from Franklin-Marshall College in Pennsylvania.

Mr. Lawton has three children, one daughter is a homemaker and mother of his only
grandchild. The other daughter is in graduate school at the University of Michigan Medical
School. Mr. Lawton’s son is a businessman in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Mr. Lawton is now retired, but was formerly a corporate business officer in
commercial truck leasing and sales. He worked throughout the midwest, New York and
Minneapolis.

Mr. Lawton is currently involved in many community service activities. He is on the
board for the National Farm Worker Ministry, which advocates for improving conditions for
farm workers. He is also involved with the ACLU.

Rita Lucey

On March 23, 1998, Rita Lucey entered Federal prison.

Rita has been married for the last 46 years to Dan Lucey, a career military man with
the U.S. Air Force. She has four children, her youngest is adopted, and was a former foster
child of hers. In addition to parenting her own children, Rita spent four years as a foster
parent to children in need. Her oldest son, Daniel, is a physician in internal medicine in
Silver Springs, Maryland. Another son, David, own a welding business in St. Cloud, Florida.
Her daughter, Elizabeth, is a R.N. and works with terminally ill patients in Orlando, Florida.
The youngest son, Timothy, is a pastry chef on the Choctaw reservation in Philadelphia,
Mississippi.
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Rita held a management position with AT&T for 13 years and was active with Boy
and Girl Scouts and team sports when her children were young. After retiring, she has been
an active volunteer.

From 1994-1997, she volunteered at a Battered Women'’s Shelter. In addition, she
has been a hospice volunteer for the past 8 years.

Rita is currently the President of the United Nations Association of Greater Orlando,
which educates and advocates for the United Nations in the United States.

Mrs. Lucey is also an active member of the following: Pax Christi, an international
social network for peace, Common Cause, and The Board of Radio for Peace International.

She received her masters in 1997 from Loyal University in Pastoral Ministry.

She is a grandmother of six, ages 4 through 14.

Bill McNulty

On March 23, 1998, Bill McNulty entered Federal prison.

He was born’ "';4%3!3).‘(52&% and is an only child. His uncles and cousins served
in World War I and World War II. Two of Bill’s sons served in the Armed Forces also.
One son was in the Navy in World War II and another son served in the Air Force and is
also a physician.

Bill attended Fordham University and received a teacher’s certificate. He taught
math and history to junior high students for 14 years in the Sachen Central Schools in
Suffolk County, Long Island. Bill left teaching in 1972 to do carpentry and construction
business full time.

Bill has been married for 41 years and has six children. Bill's wife was a teacher for
17 years in the South Country School District and taught special education in the
elementary grades.

Bill is an active volunteer. He, together with others, set up a soup kitchen at St.
James Catholic Church in 1991. It serves 300 people weekly. He also helped establish the
Food Pantry, an emergency food provider for people in need. The Food Pantry was
relocated three times, until Bill renovated a broken down building and established its
permanent home. It serves 1,600 to 2,000 a month.
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Sr. Megan Rice, SHCJ]

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Megan Rice entered Federal prison.

; 2 with her two sisters. Her mother was a
hlstory teacher at Hunter College in Manhaltan She also taught one of the first courses
in Black History Studies. Her father was an obstetrician and worked at Bellevue Hospital.
She attended Villanova and Boston Colleges and received a masters in biology. She became
a nun in 1950 with the Sisters of the Holy Child Order. She went to Nigeria in 1962 and
remained there almost entirely until 1996. She taught secondary students science, math and
religious education and also leadership training for community leaders.

She returned to New York from 1986-1991 to care for her elderly mother and has
since moved back to New York permanently to care for her mother, now 94 years old.

In addition to caring for her mother, Sr. Rice works part time at an inner-city parish,
St. Lucy’s Parish, in Syracuse. She assists with pastoral work and the RCIA, initiation of
adult Christians. With her parish she works with numerous dysfu nctional families providing
intervention and counseling to families in need.

Carol Richardson

On January 21, 1998, Carol Richardson entered Federal prison. She along with two
others, Dr. Richard Streb and Anne Herman, were arrested November 16, 1997 and pled
nolo contendere at their November 19, 1997 arraignment.

AONE) o ; : She has one brother. Her father was a machinist
and her mother was a homemaker Her brother served in the United States military.

Carol received her master of divinity degree from Methodist Theological Seminary
in Ohio.

Carol has two children. Her daughter received her B.A. from Emery University in
Atlanta, Georgia, and her master’s degree from Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania.
Her son served in the United States Coast Guard for 4 years and is currently a computer
consultant.

Carol worked as a United Methodist minister in Ohio from 1980-1983, serving two
small rural churches. She also was the minister for a church in Maryland.

She moved with her family to the Washington, D.C. area in 1983. From 1983-1987,
Carol worked for Bread for the World, a hunger advocacy organization.
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She also has worked for a variety of Peace and Justice Agencies in D.C., including
Witness for Peace, as a delegation and program coordinator. Carol is currently the co-
director of the SOA watch in Washington, D.C.

Dan Sage, Ph.D.

On March 23, 1998, Dr. Dan Sage and his wife Doris Sage entered Federal prison.
Dan is 70 years old. He has been married for 51 years since 1947 and has two sons and
three grandchildren. He was bor ‘and resided there until 1965 when
he moved to Syracuse with his family. Dan came from a family of five children. His
brother and he served in the U.S. military. Dan was in the Navy in World War II and his
brother served in the Army. He has three sisters.

Dr. Sage attended college at the University of Oregon and received his doctorate in
education.

Dan Sage was a professor of special education and administration from 1965-1992
at Syracuse University. Currently he is professor emeritus and advises students at Syracuse.
Dr. Sage received the Distinguished Service Award from the Council of Administrators of
Special Education in 1990.

He has been a member of Phi Delta Kappa Educational Honorary Society for 48
years.

He has authored four textbooks in the field of special education administration.

Dr. Sage has been an active volunteer in his community.

He is a member of the May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society and is currently
on the Board of Trustees. He participates in the Social Responsibility Committee with his

church. Dr. Sage is active with local civil rights and labor rights groups.

His church feeds the hungry through a local kitchen whose shared responsibility
includes numerous other local churches.

Doris Sage
As stated above, Doris Sage entered Federal prison March 23, 1998.

She 15_68 years old. Doris comes from a family of four children and was born and
&) Hidiiwagl One brother served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War.

In addition to being a wife and mother, Doris received a degree from Syracuse
University in 1968 and her masters in 1975. She taught in the Syracuse City school system
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for many years in special education, including eight years at Martin Luther King
Elementary. Mrs. Sage is now retired and is a storyteller. She tells folk tales, fairy tales
and has also written stories.

Doris is also an active volunteer both with her church and locally. She volunteers
with jail ministers at the local city jail.

Doris has traveled to El Salvador and Guatemala. There she became interested in
delegations for Witness for Peace and the SOA Watch.

Randy Serraglio

On March 23, 1998, Randy Serraglio entered Federal prison.

Randy grew up in Cleveland, Ohio and has four _brothers‘
%ours in Vietnam for the U.S. Air Force. He was bornig

Hl;lfather served two

Randy is 34 years old. He graduated magna cum laude from the University of
Arizona. He received a B.A. in Latin American Services, and did a term with AmeriCorps,:
President Clinton’s National Service Program. With AmeriCorps he did various service
projects on the Hopi, Navajo and Apache reservations. This work included a sustainable
agriculture project, which focused on efforts to reduce water usage, increase profitability and
address rural poverty.

Randy has been an active member of the community. From 1994-1995, he was the

assistant director of the Arizona League of Conservation Voters. He currently is a
volunteer with Border Links and the Tucson Blue Society.

Sr. Rita Steinhagen, CS]

On March 23, 1998, Sr. Rita Steinhagen entered Federal prison.

Sr. Rita was born e ; J:along with two siblings, a younger brother
and an older sister. Her father served in the U.S. Army and was stationed in France during
World War 1. Her brother also served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.

Sr. Rita graduated in biology and chemistry from St. Catherine’s College in St. Paul,
Minnesota. Sr. Rita entered the Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet of St. Paul Providence in
1951. She worked as a medical technologist in various hospitals from 1956-1969 in North
Dakota.

In 1969, Sr. Rita returned to Minneapolis, Minnesota and started a "free store," that
provided the needy with various donated goods. From there she developed an interest in
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the "runaway youth,” who frequented her store. Through much effort she opened the
Bridge for Run-Away Youth, a group home for run-aways. This shelter provided a home
and counseling to these troubled youngsters. This home has now expanded to three homes
and they continue to provide professional counseling and assistance.

Sr. Rita and another nun also started St. Joseph’s House in 1976, a Catholic Worker
House in Minneapolis, for homeless women and children. It has expanded and grown into
a community and continues to provide a home and counseling for people in need.

Sr. Rita is now 70 years old. She currently works with clients at the Center for
Victim's of Torture, a center initiated originally by a committee formed under Governor
Rudy Pertich. 400,000 victims of torture currently live in the U.S,, 12-14,000 live in
Minnesota. Her center provides counseling, specific to these issues, for 150 or so clients

“a year. Sr. Rita assists clients with housing and apartment furnishings.

Richard Streb, Ph.D.

Dr. Richard Streb is currently scheduled to report to'prison September 21, 1998. He
pled "no contest” on November 19, 1997 at his arralgnment before Magnstrate Slaughter and _

Magistrate Slaughter never advised Dr. Streb of his right to a pre-sentence
investigation prior to being sentenced. Because of this error, Dr. Streb filed an appeal. He
was scheduled to enter Federal prison March 23, 1998, regardless of the appeal. Due to his
wife’s health concerns, his attorney, Peter Thompson, negotiated a "deal." Dr. Streb would
withdraw his appeal, and in return he could begin his prison term in September of 1998.

Dr. Streb is 72 years old. He was born} _ nd has eight
siblings. He served three years in the United States Navy in World War II. As aresult of
his outstanding service, he received 13 Battle Stars, a Presidential citation from Harry S.
Truman, and the Philippine Liberation Medal.

After World War 11 he acquired his high school diploma and entered Syracuse
University. He received his masters in education from Columbia University.

Dr. Streb married his high school sweetheart, Rosemary Lavrer, in 1958. They have
one daughter, who owns a horse farm, and is a tour leader in Lexington, Virginia.

Dr. Streb and his wife are retired teachersDr Streb_taught high school on Long
Island for 25 years, until 1978 ok Hgisa He
school teaching ) ‘
HESHE) 4 he returned to teach Latin Amencan Studies at the Teacher’s College of
Columbia Umversnty for nine years.
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Dr. Streb has been active with civil rights issues since World War II. He has been
an advocate to the homeless. He has assisted in Nicaragua.

As a teacher he took students to Nicaragua. As a person concerned with human
rights and welfare he built schools and playgrounds and restored churches in Nicaragua.

Dr. Streb and his wife moved to Virginia in 1989 to be closer to their daughter.

He has published numerous books and publications.

Ann Tiffany

On March 23, 1998, Ann Tiffany entered Federal prison.

795%

Ann Tiffany, was born% S 5 She has three siblings. Ann
received her B.A. from Mt. Holyoke College in Massachusetts, her R.N. from Hartford
Community Hospital and her M A. in Counseling Psycho]ogy from Chapman College,
Syracuse, New York.

Ann has worked as a public health nurse, a college health nurse, a community mental
health nurse and as a clinical supervisor at Hutchings Psychiatric Center in Syracuse.

She is and has been an active volunteer. Some of her volunteer work include: The
Living Room, a center for people with Aids, Witness for Peace, Peace Brigades

International, Syracuse Peace Counsel, Caribbean Latin American Coalition and the SOA
Watch.

Ann has four children and 12 grandchildren.

Mary Trotochaud

Mary Trotochaud was born &5 w : : '; She has 10 brothers and sisters. Her
mother was a homemaker and her father a busmess executive. Her father served with the
U.S. Marines in World War II. Her oldest brother served in Vietham.

Mary attended college for one year and discovered her calling as a potter. She had
four years of training in pottery and has been a potter all her life. She also does catering.

Mary is 47 years old and has lived in Atlanta, Georgia for the past 38 years. She has
25 nieces and nephews. All of her siblings live near or around Atlanta, with the exception
of one sister in Pittsburgh. Several sisters are nurses in Atlanta, one of those is the head
nurse at Children’s Hospital in Atlanta. Her sister in Pittsburgh is a mother and nurse.
Another sister is a primary school teacher. Two brothers own small businesses in Atlanta.
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Another brother is an electrical engineer. One sister is a mother and homemaker and
apother sister is a chef.

Several nieces and nephews attend colleges in Atlanta and Athens, Georgia.

Mary is a talented event organizer. She has used these skills to assist not only her
family, but events with the SOA Watch.

Mary is close to and actively involved with her family. Her first priority is to her
family. '

- Judith Williams

Judith Williams entered Federal prison March 23, 1998.

e i N .
Ms. Williams was born 272 She has one sister and one brother.

Judith received her master’s degree in music at the University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee in 1981 and graduated with honors. She is a music therapist.

She has three children and six grandchildren. One daughter is a widow with four
children and is currently a senior at the University of Wisconsin. Her son is an emergency
medical technician, and lives in Wisconsin. Her other daughter is a Fullbright Scholar, has
two children, and works with her husband at his veterinarian clinic.

Judith is currently the executive director of the Catholic Worker House in Waukesha.
This house brings patients from Central America to Waukesha for surgery. As executive
director, Judith is directly responsible and involved with making the meals for these patients,
taking them to their hospital visits and overseeing their care.

Judith is also involved with the Prison Ministry at the County Jail and plays the organ
for the Sunday jail services.

As a music therapist, Judith uses music as a treatment form. She works with children
with learning disabilities and also with nursing home patients.

Judith was awarded the YWCA, "Peacemaker of the Year Award" in May 1997.

She is an active grandparent and provides full time care every Thursday to her two
grandchildren living in Madison.

Her total income is¥*

: )#¥a year. "I live close to the bones, so I can be helpful to
other people.” V
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Ruthy Woodring

Ruthy Woodring is a 24 year old student at the University of Illinois. She is a
Spanish major on the Dean’s Honor List. Currently, she is a member of the St. Francis
Catholic Worker House. Ruthy began serving her six month sentence on March 23, 1998.

She was born%“ i LONE s etiiidand is the youngest of eight children. Her
father served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War and is now a Presbyterian minister.
Her mother is a family practice physician. Her siblings hold various occupations. Her
oldest brother lives in Raleigh, North Carolina with his wife and two sons. He works in the
field of animal research. Her sister Sarah also works in Raleigh. Her sister Ginny is a
homemaker with three children, whose husband teaches in Bristol, Tennessee. Her brother
Jonathan is a Presbyterian minister in Marietta, Ohio. Her brother Chris is in Bolivia with
the Mennonite Central Committee and works in agricultural development. Her sister Juji
attends nursing school at the University of Illinois. Sister, Debby, lives with her husband
in New York and is a teacher.

Ruthy has been living and working at St. Francis Catholic Worker House in Chicago,
[llinois for the past five years. St. Francis assists homeless men and women. Sometimes
people are referred by local government agencies, but most are homeless people coming in
off the streets who have head of St. Francis by word of mouth.

Ruthy is a dedicated student and human rights activist.
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THE WHITE HOUSE !

WASHINGTON

April 24, 1998

The Honorable Bruce F. Vento
Member of Congress

2304 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Vento:

Thank you for your recent letter to President Clinton regarding the 25 individuals
convicted of a trespass offense following a demonstration at the School of the Americas at Fort
Benning, Georgia. The President has asked me to respond on his behalf.

I have been informed by the Department of Justice that the Office of the Pardon Attorney
has received a letter requesting commutations of sentence on behalf of all 25 individuals. I have
also been informed that, under long-standing procedures established by the Department of Justice,
these individuals are not yet eligible to apply for commutation of sentence because all are either
appealing their convictions, or have not yet begun serving their sentences.

I have forwarded your letter to the Office of the Pardon Attorney so it will be included in
their review of the matter, should those individuals decide to file applications 6nce they are
eligible.

Thank you again for contacting the President about this important matter.

Sincerely,
Charles F.C. Ruff
Counsel to the President

cc: Roger C. Adams
Acting Pardon Attorney



FILE No. 006 04.02 '98 17:31 ID:

PAGE 2
CE F. VENTO HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
BRU : RESQOUACES
AT GISTRICT, MINNEEOTA
rQUSE COMMITTEE ON
« _ 1304 RAYBUAN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING HANKING AND
- WASHINGTON. OC 20515-7304

FINANCIAL SERVICES

S Eongress of the Wnited Stares

DISTRICT OFFICE:

iy Fouse of Represcnraniocs
ST bt Washington, D 20515-2504

April 2, 1998

Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D/C. 20500-0005

Dear Mr. President:
| am writing 1o bninyg 1o your attention a case of considerable interest.

As you may know, the U.S. Army School of Americas (SOA) was established in 1946 1o train
military officers from Latin American countries. To date, nearly 60,000 military personnel from
various Latin American countries have attended the SOA. Unfortunately. upon returning ro their
home countries. many graduates have instigated challenges to self-determunation and participated
n the overthrow of democratically elected governments and have been implicated in the broad
abuses of human rights. [t is apparent that the SOA did not teach its students proper and ethical
conduct, rather perverse lessons were learned, which have historically been used 1o abuse the
people of Central and South Amenca.

Recently declassified documents has revealed the profoundly anti-democratic methods used to
train Latin Amencan militaries at the SOA. The Pentagon has released seven traiming manuals
demonstrating that as recently as 1992, the SOA was distributing marerials which instructed the
student trainees in execution, extortion. and torture.

Over 600 arrests occurred on Sunday, November 16, 1997. 2000 people gathered at the mamn
gate of Fort Benning, Georgia for a prayer vigil and memorial service marking the eighth
anmversary of the massacre of six Jesuit priests and two women in El Salvador in 1989 by
graduates of the SOA. One of my constituents, Sister Rita Steinhagen. was among 25 people
tound guilty January 21, 1998 in a Federal court in Georgia of trespassing at the SOA, Currently.
these Americans, who have devoted their lives to alleviating social injustice. are serving six
imonths in Federal prisons throughout the Unired States. These arrests at the SOA are the largest
number ot nonviolent civil disobedience arrests at one tume in the U.S_ in over a decade 1t is
indeed ironic that people such as these can be sent to prison for having the audacity ta repeatedly
and peacelully protest the SOA while the SOA’s graduates outrageous conduct remains
unpunished.

Mr. President. | know you share with me the respansibility to uphold the law and ideals ot social
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justice. We must honor and respect the men and women who have sacrificed their lives for the
well being ot others and those willing to raise their voices to the contradiction within our svstem.
Justice will not be served by the imprisonment of these peaceful demonstrators. The core values
ot our society have been ill served by the tragic consequences of the SOA operation.

Therefore. I urge you to consider calling tor an early release of all 25 Americans currently

imprisoned during this altercation with the SOA. Thank you for your attention to this matter. [
look forward 1o your response.

Sincerely. -

@_ \i\%LL I

AL

Bruce F. Vento
Member of Congress
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 12, 1998

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy 11
Member of Congress

2242 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Kennedy:

Thank you for your recent letter to President Clinton concerning commutations for the 26
men and women convicted of a trespass offense for events that occurred at the U.S. Army School
of the Americas at Fort Benning, Georgia. The President has asked me to respond on his behalf.

According to long-standing guidelines established by the Department of Justice, any
person seeking a commutation of his or her sentence must file an application with the Pardon
Attorney at the Justice Department. The Justice Department then conducts an extensive
investigation of those applications, and then forwards them to the President along with a
recommendation as to whether the petitions should be granted or denied.

I have been informed that none of those 26 individuals to whom you refer in your letter
has filed an application with the Pardon Attorney. Accordingly, whether to commute any of their
sentences is not currently pending before the President. Should any of those individuals decide to
apply for a commutation, forms and information on the clemency process are available from the
Office of the Pardon Attorney, Department of Justice, 500 First Street, N.W_, Fourth Floor,
Washington; D.C., 20530. I will forward your letter to that office so it will be included in any
review process undertaken by the Department of Justice in the future.

Thank you very much for taking the time to share with the President your views on such
an important matter.

Sincerely,

/7 %
Charles F.C. Ruff g

Counsel to the President

cc: Roger C. Adams
Acting Pardon Attorney
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March 5, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States

The White House MR e, T
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20502

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to request that you commute the sentences of 26 men and women who
were convicted in federal court of charges arising from protests at the U.S. Army School of
Americas in Ft. Benning, Georgia.

Their acts of civil disobedience were courageous statements of conscience aimed at
righting a fundamental wrong: The training of Latin American and Caribbean military officers
at a facility that has amassed a disgraceful record among its graduates of oppression, torture,
extortion, murder, and other human rights abuses.

Among the emerging democracies of our hemisphere, our country should be associated
with the rule of law and respect for democracy, not the law of might over right and complete
disregard for human life. Though steps have reportedly been taken to reform the curriculum at
the facility, follow-up reports by the Inspector General of the Department of Defense have
shown that the school continues to lack the oversight and monitoring needed to ensure that the
men we train use their skills to uphold rather than trample on the human and civil rights of
their innocent countrymen.

Whatever purpose the School of the Americas may have served during the Cold War,
the utility of the school in the East-West struggle has long since passed into the twilight of
history. It is time to uphold democracy in our hemisphere and end our nation’s association
with such SOA graduates as death-squad leader Roberto D’ Aubuisson of El Salvador,
convicted drug-dealer Manuel Noriega of Panama, and Haitian coup leader Raoul Cedras.

As you know, support has been growing in the U.S. Congress to shut down the School
of Americas. The protesters -- who include combat veterans of the U.S. armed forces, clergy,
and teachers from around the country -- are not criminals but deeply principled witnesses for
peace and justice who support our efforts in Washington to close down the school.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE Of RECYCLED FIBERS



President Clinton
Page Two
March 5, 1998

It was 228 years ago today that a group of brave Bostonians stood up to a squad of
British soldiers outside the State House in Massachusetts to protest unlawful taxation,
expropriation of private property, and the abuse of civilians by the military. It is entirely
appropriate that we recall the sacrifice of these heroes in appealing to you, Mr. President, to
show mercy to these protesters.

Mr. President, you have spoken out forcefully and eloquently on our nation’s historic
standing as a beacon of liberty and justice to people throughout the world. Commuting the
sentences of the 26 protesters would send the message that our nation treats its citizens with
the kind of generosity of spirit and respect that is so lacking in the graduates of the School of
Americas.

Sincerely,

fh P. Kehledy 11
MEMBER OF CONG

JPK/boc /

I'd

’



03/10/98 TUE 10:18 FAX 202 616 6069 O0PA/DOJ doo4

U.S. Department of Justice
Office of the Pardon Attorney

Thank you for your recent correspondence to the
Attorney General concerning the 25 persons recently
sentenced in the Middle District of Georgia for a trespass
offense at Fort Benning, Georgia, involving what has been
termed a protest against the continued presence of the School
of the Americas at that military base. The Justice Department
has received numerous lefters similar to yours suggesting that
the Attorney General should “investigate” the sentences

imposed in these cases and that she recommend a Presidential
pardon.

Sentencing is purely the prerogative of the court.
Moreover, many of these persons still have appeals of their
sentences or convictions pending and the Department does not

discuss ongoing cases with persons other than the defendants
or their attorneys.

As for a Presidential pardon, under the Department’s
regulations governing executive clemency, a person currently
serving a prison sentence is not eligible to apply for a full
pardon, although he may apply for clemency in the form of
court proceeding. To date, none of these individuals has
advised that commutation of sentence is an extraordinary \&p/ Qé/ M \A‘J

commutation (reduction) of his sentence if he is not presently S(\\V
challenging his conviction or sentence through appeal or other o vpV/
0
\ .
applied for clemency, and, as noted, they may not be eligible to ’7! - th
apply because of the pendency of an appeal. You should be
remedy that is very rarely granted. However, all petitions are \}’8‘ \ @r'%
carefully considered. n, Dn)'f

We appreciate your time and thought in writing to the
Attorney General.
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U. S. Department of Justice

Pardon Attorney

Washington, D.C. 20530

APR | 5 1998

Debra K. Hannula, Esq.

Committee for Clemency/Pardon of the SOA Protesters
1315 Madison Street #286

Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Ms. Hannula:

We have received your letter of April 3, 1998, concerning the 25 individuals convicted
and sentenced in the Middle District of Georgia for a trespass offense at Fort Benning, Georgia,
on November 16, 1997, involving a demonstration against the continued presence of the School
of the Americas at that military base. In your letter, you have requested that the sentences of all

of these individuals be commuted, and you have indicated that you represent all 25 persons in
connection with the clemency request.

It is our understanding that all of these individuals, with the exception of Dr. Richard
Streb, are presently appealing their convictions and sentences. Following my conversation with
you on April 13, 1998, in which you represented that your clients are appealing only the fines
imposed and that you seek on their behalf commutation of their prison sentences, this Office
confirmed with the United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Georgia that the
notices of appeal filed by local counsel for your clients in the United States Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh Circuit indicate that they are appealing both their convictions and sentences. We
assumne that you will be in contact with their local counsel in Georgia regarding this matter. In
addition, we have learned that Father Bichsel, Sister Eilerman, Mr. Kinane, and Ms. Trotochaud
have not yet begun serving their sentences because they are awaiting sentencing in another case.
We also understand from your submission that Dr. Streb’s reporting date to begin service of his
sentence has been postponed until September 21, 1998.

Pursuant to well-established clemency procedures, a request for commutation of sentence
1s not entertained when the petitioner has alternative relief available through appeal or other court
proceeding or before the petitioner has begun service of his sentence. See § 1.3, Rules
Governing Petitions for Executive Clemency; § 2, Information and Instructions on
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Commutations and Remissions (copies enclosed). Under the circumstances, none of the 25
individuals you represent is presently eligible to apply for commutation of sentence. In the event
that some or all of your clients wish to apply for such relief when they become eligible to do so,
you may contact this Office for further information regarding how to proceed.

Sincerely,

%C.W

Roger C. Adams
Acting Pardon Attorney

Enclosures
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SOA Watch Washington DC demonstration: April 26 - 28, 1998 Page 1 of 1

White House Rally

at Lafayette Park

(Penn. Ave. at 16th Street NW)
Sunday April 26
12 noon - 5 PM

US Capitol
Vigil & Lobby Action
(East Center Steps)
Monday & Tuesday
April 27-28
10 AM - 6 PM

Click here for lodging information

Click to send email if you need a ride or can offer a ride to the DC protest in April

SOA Watch Home Page - Send Email to SOA Watch

http://www .soaw.org/dcaction.html annina
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