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HflWARU MECHANIC'S PARTIAL LIS'I~ ()F SUPPf>RTERS 
1-knry lkrgL·r. l'nilL·...,..;\)r (lr 1-lislory. SI. L11ui..;. 1\1< >. 

C1rl BPgp. l'niks..;llr \)r SoL·ial SL-iL'llL°L''>. Lo-; !\11gL·k:-.. C!\. 

D~111 B11kL l'nik..;:-.or or l'hv-;ics. S1. Lllui:-.. 1\1< > 

Shnrv lfohk11. PhllL'lli\. A/. 

Till' Ho1wrahk .lo;111 Bray. J\li-;souri Hou:-.e or Rqne:-.L'lllali\L''> 

The Ho11orahk Lan Clav. Missouri SL·11:11L· 

ThL' Ho11orahk \Villia111 Clay. U.S. ReprL'"L'lllali\L' fro111 Missouri 

Dr. Willia111 H. Da11ror1h. Chancellor h11ni1us. SI. Louis. 1\10. 

ThL' Ho11orahk Palrid Doughnty. Mi . ..;souri House or Reprcsen1a1ivc:-. 

The H(l11orahk Thoma.'> F Eagk1011. Formn U.S. SL·nalor. Missouri 

Wayne Fields. Prokssur or English/American Cultural Studies. St. Louis. MO. 

The I--lonorabk Rarbara Wall Fraser. l\1issouri HoUSL' or Representatives 

Neil W. Golds!L·in. Film/TV Producer. Philadelphia. PA. 

Sieve Graham. E\L'Clllive Direclor of Nun-Profil Organizalion. Denver. CO 

The Honorable Wayne Coode. Chairman of the Appropriations C:o111111i11ee. Missouri Senate 

John Hickey. Missnuri ProgrL'ssi\·e Voll· Coali1io11. SI. Louis. MO 

Bua Hirsch. him Producer. Hnllywnnd. CA. 

David Holt111ian. Labor Allorney. SI. Louis. MO. 

Phillip Koch. Film Pn)ducer/Director. Chicago. IL 

Danny Kohl. Professor or Biology. SI. Louis. MO. 

Gai I Pel lctt. Producer/Di rector of Documrntary Fi I ms. New York. NY. 

Harold Ramis. Film Producer/Director/ Actor. Los Angeles. CA. 

Bill Ramsey. Direclor pf Non-Profil Organi1.a1inn. SI. Louis. MO. 

Caner Revard. Professor of English. Emerillls. SI. Louis. MO. 

Bruce M. Roger. Yoga inslructor. SI. Louis. MO 

Joel Sanoff. Television Director. Hollywood. CA. 

Nina Gilden Seavey. Prokssor/Dnrnmenlary Film Producer. Washington. DC. 

Michael SL·mkr. Prokss(lr or Public Administration. San Francisco. CA. 

Ben Senturia. Non-Profit Organi1.ation. SI. Louis. MO. 

Bernard Shore. M.D .. Professor. SI. Louis. MO. 

Louisa Stark. Founding Presidenl of Non-Profit Organization. Phoeni\. AZ. 

Sondra S1ein. PhD .. Washington. DC. 

Rabbi Susan Talvc. St. Louis. MO. 

The Ci1y Council or University Ci1y. Missouri. 

The Honorable Kayla Vaughan. Former Municipal Judge. SI. Louis. MO. 

Louise Veninga-Zaricor. The Good Earlh CorpPration. Sanla Cruz. CA. 

Washington Univn . ..;ily lnlerfaith Ca111pus Ministns Associalion. SI. Louis. MO. 

Mark S Wri~hlon. Chancellor or \Va-;hi11~1011 U11i\L·rsi1v. SI. Loui'>. MO. 
...... ...... ..I 

BohhiL· Wu11:-.ch. 1-kallh Ca1\' Co1hul1a111. S:111 ,:\11-;L·l1110. CA 

Ren /.a1-iL'ur. Chairn1a11. Cood h1r1h TL·a:-.. Sa111a C1 u;. CA. 

CiL·orge /.i111111LI. Clo1hi11g l{L'l;1ikr. h·L'1110111. CA 

plus w1 additio11al 1200 011/i11e supporters .fi«1111 Howard 1\1cclw11ic \ 011/i11c 
petition website and Tiu: St. /,ouis Support Group. 



HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY in PHOTOS 

Mechanic in a 

I 968-69 Washington 

Univ. yearbook 

May 4, 1970: Ohio National 

CiuarJ troops lire on a crowJ of 
anti-war demonstrators at Kent 

State University. killing four anJ 

injuring eight. 
ROTC builJing at 

Washington Univ. 

Spring 1970 

Washington U. Hatch~t 1_969 

Washington University Student Demonstration in St. Louis, 1969. Mechanic leaves the St. Louis Court of 

Appeals in June 15. 1970. 

The "Tredway" family 

arnunJ I ')81. "Tredway" with frienJ 

in the late 90\. 
Mechanic as Gary Tredway speaks in opposition to a pro­

posed tax hreak for a retail tkvelopment last year before the 
Scottsdale. Az .. City Council. .lanu<1ry 2000. 
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Background photo from The N~ork Times Magazine April 30, 2000 



DID YOU KNOW 
THAT A MAN IS IN JAIL TODAY 

FOR THROWING A CHERRY BOMB 
30 YEARS AGO? 

The incident took place within 50 feet 

of the site of the October 17m, 2000 Presidential Debate 

ROTC building at Washington University Spring 1970 

Howard Mechanic (student at Washington 
University, 1970), was sentenced to 5 years in 
federal prison for throwing a cherry bomb dur­
ing an anti-war demonstration, instigated by the 
student killings at Kent State on May 41

\ 1970. 



HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY 

"The Vie111a111 war was a lerrihle /i1H' /Jili111 i11 ilUI' lltllim1 's /Jisliln' /Jecause ii 

dirided our Cilllllfry Sil tm!fillllldf\' a11d uwsed lhilusunds ii/ {Jl'OfJ/e. roung and old. 

/(I lflll'Sfiilll !/Je /egilillll.IC\' <f illl/' gil\'l:'/'1/1//elll. 'J'/1e Wll/' Wll.\' lll/ inaedi/J/y di1·isil'e 

issue 1/Ja1 dm1·e a wedge 1/Jmugh 1/Je spiril <f illl/' 11tllio11. Lo11g ago. our 11a1io11 

a11e111111ed Iii heal some H'OUlllls /Jy grw11i11g ge11era/ w1111esry lo 1/Jose who fwd ei·ad­

ed 1/Je Vie11u1111 war byfleei11g Iii Cwwda. I riew 1/Je Mec/Ja11ic 11w11a as a 30 veor 

illd leffill'er.fim11 1/Je war a11d ww1/Jer H'ound 1/w1 should also I)(' healed ... 

The Honorable Thomas F Eagle1011. Former Uni1eJ S1a1es Senator. Missouri. June 6. 2000. 

Howard Mechanic 
in 2000 

Howard Mechanic is in federal prison near Phoenix, Arizona on charges stemming from an incident at an 

anti-war demonstration in 1970. Although he has always maintained his innocence. Mechanic was sentenced to 

five years imprisonment for allegedly throwing a firecracker (a cherry bomb) towards fire and policemen 

attempting to extinguish a fire on the campus of Washington University in St. Louis. The fire was slatted by 

unknown persons in the ROTC building on campus the evening of May 4/5 following a peaceful demonstration 

protesting the killings at Kent State University on May 4, 1970. Howard was not involved in the fire: others were 

prosecuted and sentenced for that crime. 

When he exhausted his appeals in 1972. Mechanic failed to appear for incarceration and moved to 

Phoenix, Arizona and lived a quiet yet active citizen's life using the name of Gary Tredway. On February 10. 

2000 he turned himself in to federal authorities. 

Seeking Presidential Clemency 

Howard Mechanic is requesting Presidential Commutation of his sentence. pardon and restoration of 
his civil rights because: 

•His sentence is unduly harsh - 5 years were "imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history." 

• His sentence was inequitable - a co-defendant was sentenced to only 3 months in prison. 

• For 28 years he has contributed substantially to his community. 

"There is a /Jislilrica/ 1Jers1Jeclire /Jere. and or/Jer preside111s /Ja1·e issued pardons and cm111nu1ations in 

Vieuw111-cm cases. We 11/l 11eed Iii clilsc 1/Jis clw111er ... Ci1111111111a1im1 is ll preside11tial 11rerogatire. and r/Je fed­

eml 11wli1io11 is 10 seek rile 011i11io11o/'fhe11msl'<'lll01".,· of/ice 1/ia1 oh111i11ed !he original co1n·ictim1. Now 1/iar 

Mec·lw11ic· 11lewled guillv. we ~l'ill rcs1111111/. us we hai·e agreed. a11d 11·il/ 1ake a 1U'11fml 11osirio11." 

Michael Reap. firs! as.sistant in the federal proseculor's office in St. Louis 

Quoted in the St. Louis Post Dispatch. Septcmher 7. 2000. 



Background: "l\Jrhuknt Times 

On university campuses across the country the Spring of I lJ70 was a tillle of deep elllotions and p;1ssionate 
reactions to the events of the Vietnam War. Delllonstration.-; against the war were regular occurrences at most universities. 
including Washington University in St. Louis. As on other cainpuses. Washington University students and faculty protest­
ed the program and the presence of the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) on campus. 

On the night of the Kent State shootings. protesters at Washington University (the local paper estimated there 
were 1500 - 2000) began marching toward the ROTC huilcling. Unknown persons started a fire at some point and police 
and fire fighters frolll University City. Missouri responded lo the scene. 

Testilllony at the federal trial indicated that rocks and other missiles were thrown at the building and toward the 
responding public safety officers. Only one officer required first aid. Although over JO ROTC buildings were damaged during 
this spring period. only in St. Louis did federal authorities charge individuals with violating this law. 

The Federal Charges 

Howard Mechanic was charged with violating the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 ( 18 USC 2JI (a) (J)J. prohibit­
ing interference with civil authorities protecting federal property. This prosecution was the first and appears to be the 
only instance of that provision's application. 

At trial only one witness. Donald (Dick) Bird. was called by the prosecution to testify as to the actual "'interfer­
ence." Bird stated that it appeared to hilll that a cherry bolllb was thrown from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. He 
;1dmit1ed that he hadn't actually seen Howard thrown the cherry bomb. Mechanic denied having thrown a cherry bomb 
and four witnesses corroborated his testilllony. Nevertheless. Howard Mechanic was convicted (United States v. 
Mechanic. 454F 2nd 849) and sentenced to 5 years illlprisonlllent. the maximum sentence. While the Court of Appeals 
agreed that Rird was "a highly partisan witness who desired to see the defendants convicted." they affirmed the convic­
tion. Mechanic did not file a habeas corpus request under 28 USC 2255. Howard Mechanic failed to appear for imposi­
tion of his 5 year sentence after his appeals were exhausted. He told subsequent interviewers that while he was incarcer­
ated on state charges. his life was threatened by guards and thus was fearful of federal custody. 

Howard's Current Status 

Since February I 0. 2000. Howard Mechanic has been incarcerated in the federal prison at Florence, Arizona serv­
ing the original sentence. On Septelllher 6. 2000 he pied guilty and was sentenced to additional charges of (al "failure to 
appear" (4 months in prison plus a $5.000 fine) ancl (b) "falsely obtaining a passpo1f' (probation and another $5.000 fine to 
he levied on November 21. 2000). These sentences will be served concurrently with the original sentence. 

Howard Mechanic's Conviction Should be Commuted to Time Served 

I. He has already served more than 11 months in prison. 

In May 1970. Washington University ohtained a restraining order prohihiting certain students and "John Does" 
from participating in disruptions of campus activities. Howard Mechanic was among a number of student activists listed 
011 that order. Because he appeared on campus during the Kent State protests. Howard was found to have been in con­
tempt of that order and sentenced to six months in county jail. He was released after 4 1

/: lllonths for good behavior. 

On June I J. 2000. the Chancellor of Washington University stated the University's official position in support of 
Howard's release: "Washington University's interests and the interests of justice more generally, were fully served by 
that prior sentence and we support commutation of his second sentence arising from the federal prosecution for the same 
events ... 

Simil;1rly. the City Council of University City. Missouri (where the ROTC huilcling and campus are located and 
frolll where emergency police and fire were di.-;patchcd) expressed their support of Howard's comlllutation petition: '"we 
hel ieve just ice and rernnci I iat ion arc best served hy reduct ion or Howard Meehan ic 's unclu ly harsh five year sentence. 
imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history. and immediate release on parole. hascd on his co-clcfe11d;111t's lesser sen­
tence and on his twenty-eight year life as a productive citizen." 

As or SeptL·mher I 0. 2000. Howard Mechanic has served 4 11: nHmths in county jail and 7 months in federal prison. 



2. Howard Mechanic's Sentenl'e was Unduly Harsh and Inequitable 

The Spring of 1970 was a turbulent time in our country's history. While calllpus protests occurred throughout 
the country. especially following Kent State. only at Washington University were the newly enacted provisions of 'The 
Civil Obedience Act of I %8"" applied to protest ors. 

In 1970 there were no unifor111 federal sentencing guidelines. Accordingly. judges had considerable discretion 
in sentencing. Because one person testified to observing a firecracker collling fro111 the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. he 
was given the lllaxi111um sentence. 5 years in prison. 

Another student. Larry Kogan. was similarly charged by the U.S. Attorney. and convicted in another court. 
Recently. Kogan stated that he threw a cherry bomb and never saw Howard throw any firecracker. In contrast to 
Mechanic. Larry Kogan was sentenced by a different judge lo 90 d:1ys of detention in the Springfield Medical Facility. 5 
years of probation and :1 fine. 

In 1981 Larry Kogan received a full and unconditional pardon from President Ronald Reagan. 

As former United States Senator Thomas Eagleton observed. "judges in the Eastern District of Missouri were 
handing out 111uch lllore severe sentences for identical offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact the wide 
variation in federal sentences for Vietnalll related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to pass 
the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute." 

3. Howard Mechanic's Exemplary Service to his Community: 

Over the past twenty years Howard Mechanic has actively contributed to his cn111111unity's welfare by helping 
organizations devoted to helping the poor (Chair of Gentle Strength Food Cooperative. member Arizona Social Change 
Fund. Community Housing Partnership). protecting the environment (Mothers for Clean Water). and promoting cam­
paign finance reforms (Arizonans for Clean Elections). Accordingly. over IOOO Arizonans have signed a petition calling 
fur Howard's sentence to be collllllUled to time served. 

Howard Mecltanic is represented by: 

Tom Hoidal. Attorney at Law 
Hoidal & Hannah. P.L.C. 
Phoenix. Arizona 

For additional i1~for111ation please contact: 

Athia Hardt. Arizona 

Michael Semler. California 

Bob Zeffert. Missouri 

Gail Pellett. New York 

Phil Koch. Chicago 

Web Site: 

www.howardmcchanic.org 

602-254-0202 

602-252-8200 

510-814-8385 

800-820-4079 

212-243-3437 

773-463-40 I 0 

75363.320 I@compuscrve.com 

semler@usfca.edu 

robertz I 29@aol.com 

gpellett@mindspring.com 

phi I koch@ix.netcom.com 

September 12. 2000 rev. 
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80BBT L. RUSH 
FIRST D1STA1C.T, ILLIJ\1015 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20515 

The Honorable William Jefferson Cbnton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 PeMsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

RE: Commutation for Ho¥Fard Mechanic 

Dear President Clinton'. 

October 26, 2000 

NO. 9431 P. 4 

I am writing to you on behalf of Howard L, Mechanic, who bas filed a Petition for Commutation 
of Sentence with the U.S. Pardon Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice. I iuge you to support 
and approve Mr. Mechanic's petition that the Office of the J.:'ardon Attorney will be submitting to 
you for action. 

As the Petition states, Mr. Mechanic is cuttently in federal prison outside Phoenix Arizona 
where he is serving a five-year sentence for conviction on charges stemming from an anti-war 
demonstration that oc:curred on the Campus of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 
the night of May 4, 1970. Although Mr. Mechanic has maintained his innocence, he was 
comricted and sentenced to five years in Federal Prison for throwing a cherry bomb (fire cracker) 
during a fire that broke out at the ROTC building on the Washington University Campus that 
night. The incident took place following a peaceful demonstration of students responding to the 
tragic killings earlier that day at Kent State in Ohio. 

After losing several legal appeals. and fearing for his physical safety in federal prison, Mr. 
Mechanic made a difficult choice of leaving his family and .fi.iends to go "underground' in 1972, 
rather than serve the five-year sentence. Instead, he asswned a new identity and relocated to the 
Phoenix, Arizona, where he lead a quiet, yet active and productive life as Gary Treadway for the 
following 28 years. Mr. Mechanic eamed a reputation as a socially responsible entrepreoeur 
who generously donated both his time and money to support environmental justice, campaign 
finance reform. and other social issues. Mr. Mechanic was a co-founder of thc:i Clean Elections 
Institute, and was active in the successful c;ampaign in Arizona to pass one of the only statewide 

...._....... election finance reform laws. 

Nol l'rlnlvd Al G111<111nm•nl E:'wpon&o ....... 

~003 
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f, ..... NO. 9431 P. 5 

His present incarceration is simply a rcmi11der that the politics of the Vietnam War are still with 
us. l would strongly urge that you recommend that President Clinton approve Mr. Mechanic's 
petition for commutation, so that he may return to his family and cormnunity, and resuni.e his life 
as a productive citizen. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

141004 



FROM rlLM ~ULlL~ ~HUN~ NU. ; ((~ 4b~ 4~1~ 

~SUPPORTERS OF 
HOWARD MECHANIC~ 

4310 NORTH MOZART STREET 
CHICAG0 7 IL 60618R1528 / 

< 7 7 3 > 4 ~ 3 ~ : <> , o T E L V' c {'" Me fed ,.u, c~ ~ 
(773) 463 .. 4019 FAX 

EMAIL: philkoch@is..net~om.eom 
December 18, 2000 

Mr. John Podesta 
White House Chief of Si:aff 
The White House 
West Wing, znd. Floor 
Washington, D. C 20500 

URGENT. TIME SENSITIVE 

BY FAX: (202) 456-1121 

RE: J Toward Mechanic Petition for Presidential Pardon 

Dear Mr. Podesta: 

I am enclosing letters that support Mr. Mechanic's petition from William Danforth, Chairman E1neritus of 
Washington Unviersity, St. Louis, Mo. and from Thomas Eagleton, fonm.::r Senator &om Missouri (Democrat). Mr. 
Danforth is the brother rJf John Danforth, the former Senator from Missouri (Republican). Mr. Eagleton's letter 
refers to his letter of June 6 addressed to the Pardon Attorney's office 

Lettccs that support Mr. Mechanic's pet:i.t:ion have been previ• msly sent from; 

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin, (IL) 
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (CA) 
U.S. Representative Bob Filner (CA) 
U.S. Representative Ed Pastor (AZ) 
U.S. Representative Bobby Rush (IL) 
U.S. Representative William Clay (MO) 
Mr. Bobby Muller, President, Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (DC) 

Mr. Podesra, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and look favorably upon ir. 

~!~ 
Phillip Kuch. 

Le!'tt;Tjj En cl osqj; 

Mr. William Dan forth 
Mr. Thomas Eagleton 



FROM rlLM ~UL!Lc t-'HUNc NU. 

·., 

William H. Danfordl 
Q.uicdlat Emcritl.U 
Vi1;e Chairmlll'l. Board ofTruscci:s 

December S, 2000 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Howard Lav.Tcncc Mechanic 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am \oVTiting to request a pardon for Howard Lawrence Mecba.nic who is serving a 
sentence for violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly throwing a cherry 
bomb during a demonstration at Washington University in St. Louis in 1970. 

I feel knowledgeable about the case since I served. as Chancellor of Washington 
University from 1971 to 1995. Any complaim that the Un~vcrsity had against Mr. 
Mechanic was fully resolved before the courts of St. Louis Cowity before the federal 
charge was brought. More important, that era of American history is over. It is time to 
forgive and move on. 

I know of course that Mechanic f.a.j}ed to report to serve his 5·yeax sentence in 1970 and 
until recently was a fugitive. Despite that fact. three factors argue strongly for a pardon. 
First, Mechanic was 22-years old when he flee! at a time when many other young people 
caught up in anti-war fervor fled to Canada or elsewhere to escape the draft. For many it 
seemed the moral thing to do. Second, Mechanic has since lived a responsible and 
productive life since. Third, his co-defendant, LaMence Kogan, was not given a prison 
sentence in 1970 but rather placed on probation. Furthermore, Kogan was pardoned in 
1981 by President Reagan. 

I believe that a pardon would be Vrrf well recl!ivcd cmd contribute: to your efforts to put 
behind us the divisiveness surrounding the Vietnam Wax. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely. 

/; 'h £- ~11t. 
William H. Danf~ 

Wasningcon Uni~r5ity War C.1mpus 
Campus Sox 1044 
7425" F~uyr~ Bou~cvard, St1iie ~G2 
St. Louu, M1uoura 63105·216; 
(.3141 ~,:;.9sso 
FA."<: (314) !H5-4585 
£. f'lail.· WJhd@tuu11md.. """ tl ,ai, 
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THOMPSON COBURN 

December 7, 2000 

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq. 
Deputy Patt-lori Attorney 
United Si.ates Department of Justice 
Office of the Pardon Attcmey 
500 First Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Re: Hqwar;d Lgwreg" Mec.hapic 

Dear Ms. Kuzma: 

Tho1r.psori Cob~1rn lLP 

...4 UDJ'.nsy.s 171 lm .. 1 

One Firstnr P!a;:a 

St. Louis, Mi~souti 63101·!693 

3 l 4-55:2-GOOO 

!'AX 3[;1.-~5:!.·7000 

Thomas F. Ea.gleron 
.314-552-6030 ' 
'FAX 314-552-7030 
ENIAlL te;igletor.@ 
thompsoncobum.i:om 

On June 6, 20001 I WTote the attached letter to you. I understand that Howard 
Mechanic is seeking a pardon rather the.n a commuts.t1on. 

I respectfully support Howard Mechanic's request for a pardon fer tbe sarne 
reasons as expres~ed in my June 6, 2000 letter. 

TPFJkh 
.E.ncloswc 

Reprds, 

-+-I ,...- ,-~ I tl&P?> ,.. i:t--
Thomas F. Eagl 
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BARBARA BOXER 
CALll'ORNIA 

tinitcd ~rates ~cnatc 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

SUITE 112 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0505 

(202) 224-355:l 
sen a tor~ ~J boxer. se na le. gov 

hllp://boxer.senate.gov 

November 20, 2000 

COMMITTEES: 

BUDGET 

l:NVIRONMENT 
/IND PUBLIC WORKS 

f'OREIGN REL/\TIONS 

I llllll lllll lllll lllll lllll lllll llll llll 
*434572* 

I have been contacted by a number of my California 
constituents who have strong feelings about the matter of Howard 
Mechanic. 

As you know, Mr. Mechanic was sentenced to five years in 
prison some 28 years ago for throwing a cherry bomb at an anti­
war demonstration on the Washington University campus. He fled 
before serving his sentence, but was recently arrested and is 
currently serving the sentence. 

The Chancellor of Washington University, the City Council of 
University City, numerous individuals as well as media such as 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch and The Arizona Republic have 
expressed sympathy and support for his cause. The New York Times 
Magazine ran a major story about him in April, which I have 
enclosed along with letters and other information. 

This matter provides you with another opportunity to 
continue to heal the wounds of the Vietnam era. I hope you will 
consider taking appropriate action. 

Enclosure(s) 

0 171111 MONTC;OMl:KY STREI: I 
SUITE :!40 
SAN FHANCISCO. Cf\ 94111 
['11:.1 403-lllllll 

I 

IJ :112 N Sl'lllNC srni:r:T D r.111 ·1 · srni:ET 
SUIR I 74H SUITE 7-hllll 
LOS /\NGELloS. Cl\ '!110 I 2 S/\C~/\MENTO. Cl\ q•,H 14 
121:11 H'J4-',llOO (91(•1 44H-:0H7 

0 11:10 ·o· snH-rr 
SUITE ;.>4;,11 
FlffSNU. Cl\ •nn I 
(:1.["'l~J) 11!17-!'"1 JtJlJ 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

[] f>llll 'll' STHITT 
SUITE 22,111 
S/\N lllEl;O. C1\ '!21111 
(hi'!) :.>:l<i-,!H.~4 

Cl 2111 N(l)ffl-I i:· STRffl 
SUITE :!Ill 
S/\N lJEKN/\RlllNO. Cl\ '):.'4111 
(909) HHR-H:i~:, 



HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY 

"The Viet11a111 war ~ms ll teffihle /11w 1>11i11t in 1111r nati11n 's hist11n· l>ecause it 
dirided our counrrv so 1>mf(111ndf\' and cl/used f//(IUSllnds 11(1w111>le. r11u11g and old. 

to c1uesrio11 rhe legiri11wc_v of' our govem111e111. The war was llll incredibly dil'isil'e 
issue rhat drove a wedge rhmug/J r/Je S/>irir <~{our nation. Long llgn. our 11l1tio11 
alfe1111>1ed ro heal so111e wounds by gmnring ge11Nal a11111estv To th11se w/Jo fwd ei·wl­
ed rlie Vietnam war by.fleeing to Canada. I riew the Mechanic 11wlfer as a 30 rear 
old lefiorerfimn r/Je u·ar and another wound that should also he healed." 

The Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton. Former United States SL·nator. Missouri. June 6. 2000. 

Howard Mechanic 
in 2000 

Howard Mechanic is in federal prison near Phoenix. Arizona on charges stemming from an incident at an 

anti-war demonstration in 1970. Although he has always maintained his innocence. Mechanic was sentenced to 

five years imprisonment for allegedly throwing a firecracker (a cherry bomb) towards fire and policemen 

attempting to extinguish a fire on the campus of Washington University in St. Louis. The fire was star1ed by 

unknown persons in the ROTC building on campus the evening of May 4/) following a peaceful demonstration 

protesting the killings at Kent State University on May 4. 1970. Howard was not involved in the fire; others were 

prosecuted and sentenced for that crime. 

When he exhausted his appeals in 1972. Mechanic failed to appear for incarceration and moved to 

Phoenix. Arizona and lived a quiet yet active citizen's life using the name of Gary Tredway. On February I 0. 

2000 he turned himself in to federal authorities. 

Seeking Presidential Clemency 

Howard Mechanic is requesting Presidential Commutation of his sentence. pardon and restoration of 
his civil rights because: 

• His sentence is unduly harsh - ) years were "imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history." 

• His sentence was inequitable - a co-defendant was sentenced to only 1 months in prison. 

•For 28 years he has contributed substantially to his community. 

"There is a hisrorica/ 11ers1>ecti1·e here. and other />residents have issued pardons and cmm1111turio11s in 
Viet1u1111-em cases. We all need ro close this dill/>ter ... Co111111utation is a presidential premglltii·e. llnd rhe/'ed­
eml tmdirion is ro seek rhe O/>inion o(lhe t>msecutm"s o!ficc that o/Jlained the 11rigina/ <·11nriction. Now that 
Mee/Janie /J/eaded guilty. we will respond. as we hare agreed. and will take a neutml 1>osirim1." 

Michael Reap. first assistant in the federal prosecutor's office in St. Louis 

Quoted in the St. Louis Post Dispatch. Sept em her 7. ::woo. 



Background: Turhull'nt Times 

On university campuses across tht: country the Spring or 1970 was a time of det:p emotions and passionate 
rt:actions to the events of the Vietnam War. Demonstrations a!.!ainst the war were re!.!ul;ir occurrences at most universities. 
including W;ishington University in St. Louis. As on other ca;npuses. Washington LJniversit/students and faculty protest­
ed the program and the presence of the Rt:serve Ollict:r Training Corps (ROTC) on campus. 

On the night of the Kent State shootings. protesters at Washington University (the local paper estinwted there 
were 1500 - 2000) began marching toward the ROTC building. Unknown persons started a fire at some point and police 
and fire fighters from University City. Missouri responded to the scene. 

Testimony at the federal trial indicated that rocks and other missiles were thrown at the building and toward the 
responding public safety officers. Only one officer required first aid. Although over 10 ROTC huildings were damaged during 
this spring period. only in St. Louis did federal authorities charge individuals with violating this law. 

The Federal Charges 

Howard Mechanic was charged with violating the Civil Obedience Act or 1968 ( 18 USC 231 (a){>)). prohibit­
ing interference with civil authorities protecting federal property. This prosecution was the first and appears to be the 
only instance of that provision·s applicatinn. 

At trial only one witness. Donald (Dick) Bird. was called hy the prosecution to testify as to the actual "interfer­
ence." Bird stated that it appeared to him that a cherry bomb was thrown from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. He 
admitted that he hadn't actually seen Howard thrown the cherry bomb. Mechanic denied having thrown a cherry bomb 
and four witnesses corroborated his testimony. Nevertheless. Howard Mechanic was convicted (United States v. 
Mechanic. 454F 2nd 849) and sentenced to 5 years imprisonment. the maximum sentence. While the Court of Appeals 
agreed that Bird was "a highly partisan witness who desired to see the defendants convicted," they affirmed the convic­
tion. Mechanic did not file a habeas corpus request under 28 USC 2255. Howard Mechanic failed to appear for imposi­
tion of his 5 year sentence after his appeals were exhausted. He told suhsequent interviewers that while he was incarcer­
ated on state charges. his life was threatened by guards and thus was fearful of federal custody. 

Howard's Current Status 

Since February I 0. 2000. Howard Mechanic has been incarcerated in the federal prison at Florence. Arizona serv­
ing the original sentence. On September 6. 2000 he pied guilty and was sentenced to additional charges of (a) "failure to 
appear" (4 months in prison plus a $5.000 fine) and (h) "falsely obtaining a passport" (probation and another $.'.'i,000 fine to 
be levied on November 21. 2000). These sentences will be served concurrently with the original senlence. 

Howard Mechanic's Conviction Should be Commuted to Time Served 

1. He has already served more than 11 months in prison. 

In May 1970, Washington University ohtained a restraining order prohibiting certain students and "John Does" 
from participating in disruptions of campus activities. Howard Mechanic was among a number of student activists listed 
on that order. Because he appeared on campus during the Kent State protests. Howard was found to have been in con­
tempt of that order and sentenced to six months in county jail. He was released after 4 1

/: months for good behavior. 

On June 13. 2000. the Chancellor of Washington University stated the University's official position in support of 
Howard's release: "Washington University's interests and the interests of justice more generally. were fully served by 
that prior sentence and we support commutation of his second sentence arising from the federal prosecution for the same 
events." 

Similarly. the City Council of University City. Missouri (where the ROTC huilding and campus are located and 
from where emergency police and fire were dispatched) expressed their support of Howard's commutation petition: "we 
believe justice and reconciliation are best served by reduction of Howard Mechanic's unduly harsh five year sentence. 
imposed during a turhulent time in U.S. history. and immediate release 011 parole. based on his co-defendant·s lesser sen­
tence and on his twenty-eight year life as a productive citizen." 

As or Septcmher 10. 2000. I-Inward Mechanic h~lS served 4 1
/: months in county jail and 7 lllOlllhs in federal prison. 



2. Howard Mechanic's Sentence was Unduly Harsh and lnequitahk 

The Spring or 1970 was a turbulent time in our country's history. While campus protests occurred throughout 
the country. especially following Kent State. only at Washington University were the newly e11;1cted provisions of 'The 
Civil Ohedience Act or 1%8" applied to protestors. 

In 1970 there were no uniform federal sentencing guidelines. Accordingly. judges had considerahle discretion 
in .~entencing. Because one person testified to observing a firecrack.er coming from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. he 
was given the maximum sentence. 5 years in prison. 

Another student. Larry Kogan. was similarly charged by the U.S. Atlorney. and convicted in another court. 
Recently. Kogan stated that he threw a cherry homh and never saw Howard throw any firecracker. In contrast to 
Mechanic. Larry Kogan was sentenced by a different judge to 90 days or detention in the Springfield Medical Facility. 5 
years of probation and a fine. 

In 1981 Larry Kogan received a full and unconditional pardon from President Ronald Reagan. 

As former United States Senator Thomas Eagleton observed. "judges in the Eastern District of Missouri were 
handing out much more severe sentences for identical offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact. the wide 
variation in federal sentences for Vietnam related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to pass 
the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute." 

3. Howard Mechanic's Exemplary Service to his Community: 

Over the past twenty years Howard Mechanic has actively contributed to his community's welfare by helping 
organizations devoted to helping the poor (Chair of Gentle Strength Food Cooperative. member Arizona Social Change 
Fund. Community Housing Partnership). protecting the environment (Mothers for Clean Water), and promoting cam­
paign finance reforms (Arizonans for Clean Elections). Accordingly. over IOOO Arizonans have signed a petition calling 
for Howard's sentence to he commuted to time served. 

Howard Mechanic is represented by: 

Tom Hoidal. Attorney at Law 
Hoidal & Hannah. P.L.C. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

For additional information please collfact: 

Athia Hardt. Arizona 

Michael Semler. California 

Bob Zeffert. Missouri 

Gail Pellett. New York 

Phil Koch, Chicago 

Web Site: 

www.howardmechanic.org 

602-254-0202 

602-252-8200 

510-814-8185 

800-820-4079 

212-241-1417 

771-461-40 I 0 

75161.120 I@compuserve.com 

semler@usfca.edu 

rohertz I 29@aol .corn 

gpel lett @rni ndspring.corn 

philkoch@ix.netcom.com 

Seplemher 12. 2000 rev. 



HOWARD MECHANIC'S PARTIAL LIST OF SUPPORTERS 
Henry Berger. Professor of History. St. Louis. MO. 

Carl Hoggs. Professor of Social Sciences. Los Angeles. CA. 

Dan Bolcf. Professor of Physics. St. Louis. MO. 

Sherry Bohlen. Phoenix. AZ. 

The Honorahle Joan Bray. Missouri House of Representatives 

The Honorahle Lacy Clay. Missouri Senate 

The Honorahle William Clay. U.S. Representative from Missouri 

Dr. William H. Danforth. Chancellor Emeritus. St. Louis. MO. 

The Honorahle Patrick Doughe11y. Missouri House of Representatives 

The Honorahle Thomas F. Eagleton. Former U.S. Senator. Missouri 

Wayne Fields. Professor of English/American Cultural Studies. St. Louis. MO. 

The Honorable 13arhara Wall Fraser. Missouri House of Representatives 

Neil W. Goldstein. Film/TV Producer. Philadelphia. PA. 

Steve Graham. Executive Director of Non-Profit Organization. Denver. CO 

The Honorahle Wayne Goode. Chairman of the Appropriations Committee. Missou1i Senate 

John Hickey. Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition. St. Louis. MO. 

Buzz Hirsch. Film Producer, Hollywood, CA. 

David Holtzman. Labor Attorney, St. Louis. MO. 

Phillip Koch, Film Producer/Director, Chicago. IL 

Danny Kohl. Professor of Biology. St. Louis. MO. 

Gail Pellett. Producer/Director of Documentary Films. New York. NY. 

Harold Ramis. Film Producer/Director/ Actor. Los Angeles. CA. 

Bill Ramsey. Director of Non-Profit Organization, St. Louis. MO. 

Ca1ter Revard. Professor of English. Emeritus. St. Louis, MO. 

Joel Sanoff. Television Director. Hollywood. CA. 

Nina Gilden Seavey. Professor/Documentary Film Producer. Washington. DC. 

Michael Semler. Professor of Public Administration. San Francisco. CA. 

Ben Senturia. Non-Profit Organization. St. Louis. MO. 

Bernard Shore, M.D .. Professor, St. Louis. MO. 

Louisa Stark. Founding President of Non-Profit Organization. Phoenix. AZ. 

Sondra Stein. PhD .. Washington. DC. 

Rahhi Susan Talve. St. Louis. MO. 

The City Council of University City. Missouri. 

The Honorahle Kayla Vaughan, Former Municipal Judge. St. Louis. MO. 

Louise Veninga-Zaricor. The Good Eai1h Corporation. Santa Cruz. CA. 

Washington University Interfaith Campus Ministers Association. St. Louis. MO. 

Mark S. Wrighton. Chancellor of Washington University. St. Louis. MO. 

Bohbie Wunsch. Health Care Consultant. San Anselmo. CA. 

Ben Zaricor. Chairman. Good Earth Teas. Santa Cruz. CA. 

George Zimmer. Clothing Retailer. Fremont. CA. 

plus an additional 1200 011/ine supporters from Howard Mechanic~\' online 
petition website and The St. J.ouis Support Group. 
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HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY in PHOTOS 

Mechanic in a 
1%8-69 Washington 

Univ. yearbook 

/\lay 4, 1970: Ohio National 
Guard troops tire on a crowd of 
anti-war demonstrators at Kent 
State University. killing four and 
injuring eight. 

ROTC building at 
Washington Univ. 

Spring 1970 

Washington University Student Demonstration in St. Louis. 1%9. Mechanic leaves the St. Louis Court of 
Appeals in .lune 15. 1970. 

The "Tredway" family 
around 1981. "Tredway" with friend 

in the late l)(fs. 
Mechanic as Gary Tredway speaks in opposition to a pro­

posed tax break for a retail development last year before the 
Scottsdale. At... City Council. .January 2000. 
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Mart S. \\hghron 
CAlllcdloc 

Mr. Roger C. A.dams, Eaq. 
United States DepartDleDt of Justice 
Ofli~ of the Pardon Attorney 
500 First Street. NW, Suito 400 
Washiogton. DC 10530 

June: 13, 2000 

Re: Ho!!Ard Lawrence Merhaai~ Beq. No. 449~ 

Dear Mr. Ada.ma: 

..... ·:-z: ""': •:: . .. -~1 
• ' ·, • .. , ,. I 
~ti~·_.\.;./~~ .J t..=J I ,.1 ,. -, 

j JUN 1 ~ ?000 g 
SY: •...•..•.....••.••.• 

Attorneys fur Howari Mechanic, who is now serving a fiv&-year priaon 
term in~ have askeri Washington Universir.y to support his request for 
commutation ofbi.s sentence and rele&l$e ou parole for a federal crime CODllllittl!d 
during a demonstration on our campus in May 1970. The crime COD.6isted of 
throwing a powerful firecracker in the vicinity of police and fire authorities 
who had been summoned tci th& scene of the disturbance. 

Very shortly aft.er the demonstration. Mr Mechanic was also ~ 
and ultimately convicted in St. Louis County cni:uit. Court for civil and cri.mionl 
contempt of a temporary ~g u•d~. The temporary rutraln.ing ordtt 
had been obtained by Washington University several months earlier to prohibi~ 
his participation in an..y demonstrations ob~tructing the Univusity's normal 
operations. He was sentenced to a six-month term of imprisonm.~nt as a result 
of that conduct, 868er:tially the 3ame conduct giving rise to the federal 
indictment. We believe Wa.W.ngtoo University's inteT~ta, and the interests 
oljustiee more generally, W•~ fully serv@d by that prior punishment and we 
support com.mutation of hi.!! se-cond sentence arisina from the federal pros~cution 
for the same event.a. 

WWiiogs:on Ur:Uvcniicy 
Camp03 8070 1192 
Ont: Brooki.agJ Drive 
St. Louis, M.iaOl!n 631 lO ~899 
{3l+} 935-5100 
FAX: (3H) 935-i7-H 



Mr. Re>ger C. Adams, l:sq. 
June 13, 2)()0 

Pa:~e 2 

We believe that commutation of his sentence to the time he has already 
served and his release on parol~ will help put these d..ifficult years in America': 
history behind us and aid 1is in reacltin.g a reconciliation with a time of nntion :i..l 
unrest that happened three dearies ago. 

Very t:ra.ly yours, 

Jlf)~J..w+ 
Mar..c s. Wrighton 

MSW:ej 

xc: Ms. Audray FJmsig 
/Mr. Thomas M. HoidaJ, Esq. 



June 6, 2000 

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq. 
Deputy P:irdon Attorney. 
United States Department of Justice 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 
500 First Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, O.C. 20530 

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic 

Dear Ms. Kuzma: 

Thompson Coburn LLP 

Atromeys at Law 

One: Fitscar Plaza 

St Louis, Missouri 63101-1693 

314-552-6000 

FAX J 14-552-7000 

www.ihompsoncobum.com 

Thomas f_ Eagle:ron 
314-552-6030 
FAX 314-552-7030 

First, ii I may, let me give you some background as to my motivation in writing this 
letter to you. 

I served in the United States Senate from 1968 tO 1987_ I ran for the Senate as an 
"anti-Vietnam war" Democrat. When elected, I was active in the multi-year debate over our 
military presence in Vietnam. During those years of turmoil and protest, I spoke at various 
college and university campuses, including Washington University. Then Chancellor Thomas 
Eliot called me and invited me to speak at a big outdoor rally. He said, "I think your presence 
might give the protesting students a chance to let out some steam in a constructive manner "1 

As p:irt of the overall Senate debate on the Vi~tnam war, those of us who opposed it 
would raise, from time tO time, the widely disparate sem.ences being handed out by feder3l 
judges_in different p_arts of the country for Vietnam related offenses_ As T recall it, judges I in the 
Eastern District of Missouri were handing out much more severe sentences for identical I 

affenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact, the wide variation in federal 
sentences for Vietnam related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to 
pass the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute. 

With the foregoing as bac.lr_ground, let me address the Howard Mechanic matter in 
particular_ 

1 By the way, I just retired as a Professor at Washingrnn University. I taL•ght there ·-- including a 
seminar on the Vietnam war ··· after leaving the Senate in 198 7. 
1417152 
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I do not know nor have I ever met Howard Mechanic. It is my understanding that he 
has submitted an application for a commutation of his five year prison sentence imposed in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of MissoUii in 1970. Mechanic was 
convicted of a violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly throwing a large 
fuecra.cker during a demonstration at the ROTC building on the campus of Washington 
University. He was apparently the first person prosecuted and convicted under this statute. 

While the demonstration at Washington University resulted in ;l fire at one of the 
ROTC buildings, it is my understanding that Mechanic was never charged with any type of 
arson, or with harming a.o.yane, or with any damage to property. 

/1 

I am aware that Mechanic failed to report to serve the sentence imposed in 1970 and 
was a fugitive for nearly 30 years. While I certainly do not condone a citizen failing to abide by 
a court order to report to serve a sentence, I think we need to keep in mind that the times were 
different then and Mechanic was a 22-yea..r old college student. I am aware that Mecb.an.ic's co­
defendant, Lawrence Kogan, was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981. Mr. Kogan, convicted 
for a similar offense, was given a probation sentence at the time of his conviction in 1970, as 
opposed to the maximum. five years imprisonment which Mechanic received. The disp.arity in 
their treatment alone, I believe, would call for the exercise of clemency by the President. 

It is my understanding that Mechanic has lived a h1w-abiding and productive life in 
Arizona and has contributed to the community through participating in ballot initiatives and 
other public service activities. Indeed, it appears that his political activities may have lead to 
his disclosure as a federal fugitive and his volunt:ary surrender_ 

I have also been told that Mechanic has been charged with certain new violations in 
Federal Court in Phoenix relating to the concealment of his identity. The United State~ 
District Coun for the District of Arizona will ultimately hear those m:itters and they should 
not interfere with the decision of the President on commutation of the St. Louis conviction. 

The Vietnam war was a terrible low point in our nation's history because it divided our 
country so profoundly and caused thousands of people, young and old,, to question the;1 · 
legitimacy of our government_ The W<lr was an incredib{y divisive isst1e that drove a wedge 
through the spirit of our nation. Long ago, our nation attempted to heal some wounds by 
granting general amnesty to those who had evaded the Vietnam W<lr by fleeing to Canada. I 
view the Mechanic matter as a 30 year old leftover from the war and another wound that 
should also be he.1led. 

1417151 
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Therefore, I would like to suongly recommend th.at Howard Mechanic's application 
receive favorable consideration £rotn the Department of Justice and that the President commute 
his sentence to time served. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TFE/kh 

1417152 
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Cartl.:r Revard 

Proli:ssor or English E111critus. Washington University 

6(118 Pershing Ave. 

SI. Louis. MO (11110 
(3 14) 727-93)8 

Mr. Roger C. Adams. Esq. 

orricc or 1hc Pardon A1torncy 

U.S. Dcpart111cn1 or .lus1icc 

500 First SI. NW 

Washinglon. D.C. 20)30 
( 202) 616-6070 

July 28. 2000 

Re: Howard Mechanic Petition for Commutation of Sentence Request No. 44998-008 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

In 1972. my wife and I had put up our small house at 920 Bermuda Avenue as guarantee for the bail of 

Howard Mechanic during his appeal of conviction for throwing a cherry bomb toward the firemen attempting 

to put our the ROTC-building tire on the Washington University campus. When he did not show up to begin 

serving the five years to which he was sentenced. the bail money of ten thousand dollars was forfeited. and we 

had to raise money to pay it. We were lucky to have many friends who helped us. but it did cost us. 

I write. therefore. as an "aggrieved pany'' in the case. and my reason for writing is to express my firm suppo11 

for commutation of his sentence. My grounds for suppo11ing it are as follows. First. I believed in 1970-72. and 

still believe today. that Howard Mechanic was convicted on. at best. shaky evidence for what. ar worst. was a 

small misdeed. Second. after conviction. he was given a sentence (five years in prison) far more severe than 

others convicted for the same alleged acts. and far more than such acts deserved: we are not speaking of 

manslaughter. arson. or mayhem here. but of throwing a firecracker that hit no one. Third. he has led an 

exemplary life since 1972. and from all accounts I have seen has been a model citizen of his community. 

His act. moreover. took place in a historical context that needs to be considered: the national turmoil over the 

Vietnamese war. Many people. Howard included it seems, had come to view this as the unconstitutional wag­

ing of a misjudged and badly conducted war. and considered it their moral duty to protest as strongly and 

loudly as possible against the continuance or it. The protest which broke out on the night in question was a 

response to the shooting or studenls at Kent State by troops of the National Guard. and to the defense of that 

shooling by those who. as was believed by the protesting studenls at Kent Stale and by those at Washington 

University. were prolonging lhe Yietna111ese war for their ovvn political purposes (primarily. re-election or 

Richard Nixon to lhe presidency). The prolesl seemed lo those engaging in it an act or palrioti'>m comparable 

to !hose hy the A111erican colonisls in 1775-6. However naive and ro()lish lhis may have been. the protests 

were sincere and were engaged in hy sludrnls who believed they were acting in the way A111erican-; oughl to 

acl lo oprmc Ilic repre'->-;ive aclion-; or a g<>\'erlllllelll using ils secret police lo keep lhelll frolll prolesling or 

p1111isl! thc111 ror d()ing ii. 

Thal war i\ l<>llg <lVer. ;111il ii IS 1i111e (<I e11d tile pu11i'->lillll'lll or 1\111encan ci1i1e11s rur lhe irrilating hul rel;1t1vely 

u1il1ar11ilul protcsl-:1cti<111" d111i11.~ 11!:11 p:111 ol ;\111enca11 hi"lmy hlllllL'r Sc11a1or Da11ror1h. dcscrihi11g li1s c()11-

cl11'->i<111·, :d1<>lll acli<lll'> 1lia1 led 111 1l1c liL·1y clc;illi <1r cliildre11. \V<>111c11. ;111<1111en i11 Ilic Branch l)avidi;111 u>111-

p<11111d :11 W;1u1. L·111pl1:hilL«l ili:11111w1d 1l1c p1i111L· lc·"111\\ lie drcvv lr<1111 liiL: i11vcslig:11i()n w;1s li11w 11111cl1 l1:1r111 



L'lltild he Glll\Cd hy :-.111:1'1111isjt1d);lllellh Clllllj'lllllHkd hy COVL'lllJl (lr Ilic hl1111dns. Yet iiL' did IHlt ath11c;11e 

sc\crc punish111c111 ni' those ):'.ttilly ni' _-.;uch 111isj11dg111c111 llr cm·nup. hu1--undn p\li111cd qucsliP11i11g hy Sc11a111r 

Spcclcr ( wlllllll I li;1vc rL·ccntly .\CCll (lll C-Sp;111)--spnkc i'nr usi11g prllSL'Cll(11ri;tl di:-.nctillll N< rr (() lry ;111d 111111-

i:-.li llicsc g(l\'Crn111cn1;il "culprits" i'nr 111isj11dgn1L'ill.'> ;111d suhscqUL'lll C\ltll\_·cli\ln nl 111islc;1di11g slllrics ahP11t 

\\ '1:11 li;q1pL·11cd ur did 1101 liappc1i. Ii' ;1"111in11r1:n1 Lt\\YL'I .. Lis Sc11;tfllr I );rni'or1'1 described Ilic pns11n in q110-

till11l c:111 hL·11cli1 ln>111 pn>sL·c11torial disnclilltl i11 a GISL' i11vlllvi11~ s11 111;111y deaths. Sll 111t1cli n:llil\11;tl 1r;111111;1. 

a11d c111si11g s11ch cy11iL·is111 ahllul Ilic gmcrn11lL·nt;il ;JL'lilltls i1l\·ol\cd. \vliy c;11111ul such d1.-.;c1uirn1 hL· :ill\l\\'L'd tn 

a11 "u11i111pmta11l 1111dngr:1duatc .. in\'lllvcd i11 l11lllish hut 11<11 dc:1dly hch;1villr d11ri11g the hurni11g lll ;1 huildi11g 

hy llllicr pc11pk".1 Scnal\lr SpL'L'ICI" C\ltild ccr1;1i1ily ll;1vc argued 1'1:11 Ilic CllllSCljllCllCL'S or g\lvl'l"nllll'lllal L'\l\"L'l"ll(l 

111' the Wac\l acli\lns led dirL'Clly ((!the 111urdcn111s hu111hi11g in Oklahrnm City a YL';Jr later. hu1 11citlin hL'. 1H1r 

l11dq1cndrnl Counsel 1);111rurlh. cli(lsl' lo pres" Ilic ;1rgu111c11t explicitly. as liiL'Y 111ighl 1G1so11ahly ha\'l' dn11c. 

Spe;1ki11g ;1s a11 "aggriL·ved p;1rly ... I 1101 only support cll111111u1:1li(l11ni'1-111\\;ml 1'vkcli;111ic's sc111c11cc. I ''nu Id 
like (OSee (ffPSCL'Ulmial discrcliOll 11scd (ll drop ;111y further charges agaillSI IJi111. ill vinv oi' liis e\Clllpl;11y lik 

since I lJT2. I think he should h;1vc sl:tycd :rnd served the se11te11ce Judge ivkredi11i gave hi111. hut only IK·c1usc 

it w\luld have pul Howard 011 the high 111oral gn1u11d. as IVl:tr1i11 Lui lier Ki11g and Nelson l'vlandela slwwed. 

Evrn so. he has behaved. in all respects except his 111isjudgcd ways or prnlcsling. ;md his panicki11g and run-

11ing away. as a good A111crican ci1izc11 should aL·t. His actions have cusl 111c so111c 111oncy and considcr;1hlc 

worry. but rhc actions or our prcsidc111s and rhcir ad111inistra1ions fro111 19)..J.10 ll.J72 cost 111c a11d all ci1izc11s of 

this cou111ry. and of other cou111rics. far 111ore in 111011ey and in 111iscry than can ever he 111ade up. Moreover. if 

.luhn McCain could go to Vietna111 and try 111 reconcile wi1h Ilic people I here. surely prosecutors can do so111c-

1hing co111parahlc with A111erican citizcns here. 

This was an ideal isl ic young 111a11. a student wh\l thoughl he w;1s doing S\llllctliing gllod and usdul. though it 

111ay have hecn stupid and in 111inor ways harn11"ul to orhcrs. and \Vas certainly in a 111ajor way harmful lo hi111-

sclr. as it !urned out. His alleged throwing of a l"irccracker did no physical har111 lo anyone. and all parties 

agree that he did not destroy the l\OTC building. He c1111e as ;1 speclator. lie prnhahly jeered and hoot'd. hur 

hasically the 111ost he was conviclcd or doing was tlml\\·ing a rirecrackcr which hurt no one. 

He is 1ww a niaturc 111an whu (hy all the accounls I have seen) has lived. while ··undcrgnrn11d" for 111orc than 

twenty years. in just rhe way a univcrsily lruslce or chancellor would like his or her son to hchavc. I sec no 

good. and rc;il har111. in using proscc111orial discretion against. rallicr rlwn !"or. 1-Iow:ml l'vlcch;111ic. (Thal har111. 

believe. will include a l"urrher souring or public rercerrion or the U.S govcrn111cn1--co111rarahlc 10 the souring 

that resulrcd nol merely fro111 ils actions hdorc and during the tragedy in Waco. hul fro111 its Ll1cr karl"ul or 

vindictive rl'.fusal lo he orcn and lruthrul ahoul I hose aclions.) And contr;1riwisc. I sec real good. and no harn1. 

in using that discrclion for hirn. because he h;1.., earned leniency hy Ilic life he h:ts li\'cd. He has shown hy 1hc 

quality or his life lhc sincerity or his prntc.'>I. hmvncr 111isguided. which got hi111 inlo this very h;1d si1ualion-­

fro111 which I horc he 1my yel he given lhc .~r:ICl' lo rull hi111SL·lr ;1nd live a prnducliVL' lik as lhc good ci1i1c11 

he really is. 

Yours sincerely. 

----...... . 

<·:trier l\cv:1nl 

1'11>IL'\Sl>r 111" l·:11~~li"li l·:111niltl\ 

W;1-.,hi11.~l<llt lJ11ivc1\ily. SI. I .11111s 



JOSEPH L. ADAMS 
MAYOR 

June 23, 2000 

Mr. Roger C. Adams 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 
U. S. Department of Justice 
500 First St. NW 
Washington, D.D. 20530 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY 

6801 DELMAR BLVD. 

UNIVERSITY CITY, MO 63130 
(314) B5N!767, ext. 206 

FAX (314) 863-9146 

Please find enclosed a copy of a resolution passed by the City Council of 
University City on June 19, 2000, We support a commutation of Howard 
Mechanic's sentence. 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact. m~. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Marl< Wrighton, Chancellor - Washington University 
~e M. Roger, HMCSG-STL 

enclosure 
JLA:lkm 



City of 
. university 

~ 6801 Delmar Boulevard, University City, Missouri 63130, Phone: (314) 862-6767, F4x· (314) 8G3-9146 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, Howard Mechanic was convicted of throwing a cherry bomb 
firecracker, which hit no one and caused no damage, at the site of the burning ROTC 
building at Washington University during an anti-Vietnam war protest on May 4, 
1970; and 

WHEREAS, we believe justice and reconciliation are be~t served by reduction of 
Howard Mechanic's unduly harsh five year sentence, imposed during a turbulent time 
in U.S. history, and immediate release on parole, based on his co-defendant's lesser 
sentence and on his twenty eight year life as a productive citizen. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of University 
City, Missouri, supports Howard Mechanic's petition for the commutation of 
sentence. 

ADOPTED this 19111 day of June, 2000. 

w w w . u n I v .. • 
1 1 

~ '( m o. o r g 
.. ' • ' 'I' ' 
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10201 We&t Pico Boulevard 

June I, 2000 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mister President, 

c 
c T 
BuildlnCJ r 2 

E A N 
u R E s 

Lo6 Anqele6 CA 90035 tel; JIO 369 0093 

I am a film director and screenwriter and long-time supporter of your administration. 
Now I am writing co seek your help in correcting a serious miscarriage of justice. As an 
alumnus of Washington University in Saint Louis and a member of che Board of 
Trustees, I am adding my voice to those urging clemency for Howard Mechanic, now 
serving a five-year sentence in Federal prison for an offense that occurred more than 30 
years ago during a student procest on the Washington U. campus immediately following 
the shootmgs at Kent State. 

In the midst of an angry student demonstration, the ROTC building was set on fire and it 
is alleged that Howard Mechanic threw a "cherry bomb" at fireman hauling the blaze. 
Howard served six months on state charge:s for his alleged involvement and was then 
sentenced to five years in Federal prison for the same offense, the firsr application of the 
"Rap Brown rider" to the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Rather than serve more jail 
time for an act he still maintains he did not commit, Howard fled and started a new life. 
Over the ensuing 28 years, Howard distinguished himself in business in Arizona, started 
a family, championed numerous environmental issues and social causes, and became so 
respected in the liberal communiry that he finaJly agreed co nm For a city council seat in 
Phoenix. When he confided his real past co a local journalist doing pre-election 
coverage, he was exposed and now sirs in federal prison facing a five year sentence and 
hoping that you will see the injustice in his situation and grant clemency. (As a point or 
reference, another defendant, Larry Kogan was charged with exactly the same offense 
and received a sentence of ninety days, three years probation and a $3000 fine.) 

Beyond his guilt or innocence (and there is good reason to believe Howard Mechanic was 
falsely accused) the larger issue here is whether, after all these years and al I we have 
suffered as a nation because of the war in Vietnam, do we still need to ex.act this cruel 
rccribulion on a man who has in every respect proven himself over the lase thirty years rn 
be a responsible, compassionate, productive and law-abiding citizl!n? 



The political events of the 1960' s polarized this country and most of its colleges and 
universities in dramatic and unprecedented ways and students everywhere responded with 
perhaps intemperate but sincere passion. Given the perspective of informed hindsight, I 
think it is time to at long last put those divi:;ive times behind us and, in the spirit of 
reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic a commutation of his sentence. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Harold Ramis 



WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING 

"Thirty years later. justice should he tempered with mercy. At Mechanic's trial. the evidence against him was 

weak. The events the night of the fire were chaotic. Co-defendant Larry Kogan served 90 days hefore heing 

placed on prohation. Another student. Joel Achtenherg. was acquitted after a new trial. Mechanic didn't injure 

anyone that night, and in the intervening years, he's heen a model citizen who seemed to sentence himself to a 

lifetime of community service. A fugitive can't he allowed to walk away free. But surely a deal can he worked 

out where Mechanic serves a lighter sentence. possihly on the same order as his co-defendant. Then. perhaps. 

Mechanic will he free of the hurden of his past and his deht to society." 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial, February 2000 

"It's tempting to look at all the mistakes and crimes committed hy Mechanic and to rush to judgment. We 

shouldn't do that. however. without first considering the context in which al I of these actions occurred. And con­

sidering that context. we conclude that Mechanic should not he made to serve five years in federal prison for his 

initial crime nor face anything stiffer than fines for all illegal acts stemming from the first ... These were 

undouhtedly turhulcnt times and authorities clearly wanted to send a message with this law and Mechanic's con­

viction and sentence. Now. however. we can have that all-important context and can reason that this sentence 

was far too harsh ... Perhaps passions were too heated 30 years ago to ensure a proportional sentence. That was 

then. however. This is now." 

The Arizona Republic, Editorial, February 2000 

"Mechanic should go free and the feds should stop wasting their time on this non-case. It is not justice to go 

after Howard Mechanic - it's stupidity." 

Jana Bommersbach, Commentator, Channel 3 TV, Phoenix, Arizona, September, 2000 

'There is much to suggest that convicting Howard Mechanic of this law had less to do with justice than with 

sending a message to the campus hellions of the time ... If there was any theme to the tumultuous '60s and '70s, 

it was this: overreaction. The Civil Ohedience Act of 1968 was jusr one tangihle manifesration of this. In 2000, 

however. we need nor succumh to the same passions." 

0. Ricardo Pimentel, columnist, The Arizona Republic, February, 2000 

"He should pay a fine and serve prohation and ger on with his life." 

Joe Evans, Vice Chancellor in charge of campus security at Washington University from 1969 to 1990 

Quoted in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Fehruary 2000 

"I think Howard's already punished himself enough." 

Hob l\:lctcalf, fireman who was on the scene in 1970 
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Ex~fugitive pleads.guilty of charges 
related to his flight from law in 1972 
Prosecutors now will not 
fight Howard Mechanic's· 
request to leave jail ·early 

. BY TIM O'NEIL 
Of the PoSl·Di.spatch 

Howard L. Mechan.iC, who went 
underground 28 years ago ra_ther 
than serve prison time ror thiowing 
a cherry bomb during an anti~war . 
riot at Washington University, 
pleaded guilty to related charges 
Wednesday in Phoenix. 

A spokeswoman for Mechanic, 
52, said the plea agreemen~ worked 
out with prosecutors will allow him 
to concentrate upon seeking a pres­
idential commutation of· his· origi­
nal five-year tenn_ He ·began 
serving it in February _upon the un­
raveling of his longtime alias as 
Gary Tredway of Sconsdale, Ariz., 
owner of a mail-order health food 
business and social activist 

The deal includes agreement by 
the U.S. attorney's office in St. 
Louis to take no position on Me--: 
chanic's request to President Bill 
Clinton. Michael Reap, first sssisr-
811t in the federal prosecutors llf· 
flee here, sala the goal wu tu 
"maintain the integrity of the jus­
tice 6)'Stem." 

"We felt it was appropriate that 
Mr. Mechanic acknowledge some 
contrition for t:h£ events since his 
original conviction," Reap said. 

In October 1970, a U.S. District 

Coun jury here convicted him of . 
interfering with authorities during 
a civil disorder - specifically, of 
throwing a cherry bomb at fire. 
figluers during the riot on MilY 5, · 
1970, when the Air Force ROTC 
building at Washington Univel"IS.ity 
was burned. 
Mechanic said 
he never threw 
anything. 

At the time, 
Mechanic was a 
senior 'from 
suburban 
Cleveland who 
was active in 
protests against 
the Vietnam Mechanic 
War. In May Seeking pruidential 
1 9 7 2 , h e commutation 
jumped bail rather than begin 
serving time. 

On Wednesday in Phoenix, Me­
chanic ple.aded guilty of failing to 
appear for the sentence and or 
falsely obtaining a passport in 
1997, bqth felonies. U.S. District 
Judge Roger Strand imposed an 
agreed-upon sentence of four 
months In pri90D, plus a ss,ooo 
fine, on the failure to appear, and 
set Sept 21 for sentencing on the 
second plea. ~ecutors dropped a 
third charge or falsely obtaining a 
Social Sec:urltY card. 

The naw rour nionth! would b• 
concurrent, or served with the cur­
rent prison term. The deal pro­
poses probation and anotqer $5,000 
fine on the pas.sport offense. 

About 30 supporters of Mechanic 
attended the hour-long hearing. 
A$a Hardt, his spokeswoman in 

Phoenix, said Mechanic began the 
hearing by expressing regret for ' 
lying to people in Scottsdale and 
cutting himself off from friends . ' 
and relatives dining his yean; on 
the lam. · · 

Hardt said he apologized specifi­
cally to Caner Revard, professor 
emeritus of English at WaShington 
University, who put M house up as 
part of Mei=hanic's appeal bond in 
1971. . . 

While Mechanic awaits word , 
·from Clinton, he will remain an in- ; ' 
mate at a medium·.security federal 
prison in Florenc:e, Ariz. 

Commutation is a presidential 
prerogative, and the federal tradi· 
. on is to seek the opinion or the 

prosecutor's· office that obtained 
the original c.onviction. Now that 
Mechanic pleaded guilty, ea.id 
Reap, "We will respond, as we 
have igreed, and will take a neu- i 
tral ~tion." _ _ . 

Reap added: "There is a histori­
cal perspective here, and other 
presidents have issued pardons : 
811d commutations in Vietnam-era 
cases. We all neE:d to close this 
chapter." · i 

nnic fled to the Southwest 
in 1972 and obtained identification· 
using hi!! alias in 1976. He main­
tained his . secret until January, , 
when he dropped his campaign for 
a seat on the Scottsdale City Coun· 
cil after having to concede to a 1<>- : 
cal newspaper that he had lied 
about his binhplace, family and ed- . 
ucatiolL He surrendered to federal 
man;hals on Feb. 10. 

E-maih tohall@pHtnat.com 
Phano: 314-340-8112 __J 
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Convicted in 1970 for antiwar actiYity, 
1-loward l\1echanic spent 30 years in hiding 

as one Garv 11-edwav. Then Ti-edwav - - -
r<:rn for the City Council in Scnnsdalc, /~riz. 

Nol ;1 smarl move. By Lisa Belkin 
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i<:>I\ i'lEAl\1-'1" ·11-11ff.F lll'<AllFS, HIS \\,:\i'iTFP l'OSTrn r>F­

;crihccl him ,1s ":1rn1cd .111cl cl.i11C'.eT•>lls." [\ut the cle:in-sl1:1ve11 
111e111 in rhe fedc:r:tl pc111rc11ti:nv 'i1ne 111 Florence, Ariz., looks 
more like :m .1~i11,.: Goy Scout. He 11 cJrs the mud-brown poly­
estc:r-cntt<Hl shin :111d 1x111L:' 1\1.H :m: stJ111hrd-issue prison ~:u-b. 
There is" ~1:1i1 ,,f hl:1ck 1c:1di11.~ ghsscs i11 his only pocket. Jnd 
his hlue c.11w:1s '11c.ik,_T.1 :m_· rh;, sli1•-<.>11 kind - 111• I.ices Ji­
\,,"T':I. 1\fieT ,ti\ Lh11se· l'c'.11··; 111 Gi1kcn;1ncks. the' closed-rue 
slt(1e'.s ke·I '·".J,_I • '11 Im 1..cr. il'\t">J'e' d1.'.t.>11c11L111g srill i, his lnre 
1'.Tl:·I 11 Ji,_.',_I he·,·11\\·,_·1rn1.~ .i '''ll•:\1 "·\11.'ll he· turned \11111,;c\f in. 
\1e \\·,,11\11 lt.1·:1· h1:1·11 .1\lt11\,:·1l I<> kn·~1 ii 1·~111 1hc1c .lie' Slllc'l 
1"t1lc'. ,t\H_llll 1.i.·\i.ll Ill.I\" h<· >t"ll1 111\tl :l \''~·11il!."llll,lr.\ 

Ti11w l1111111·.: 1111•11,<>11. 1·l1e· 11·i,·k.1h1: 1·1i:111s,1;,·s.10: 111111.-, 





[ ,_,u1, , , 11 11 .. 11icl h ,. 1 ·; h,· i 1 L' t .11 1 I 1 :11 1 h :111 h,. ,,._ 1.s , I 11rn1 g I 11' 1·i 1 < 1 . I' 1·1,_. I l:x I, u 11 
.1 lik[i111e :1_g1>. l:ul Lite 1hrL.1d:; 11( 111:. 11,_11 Id :11·,· L111glc-1l LI!' 111 1i111c-. 1·:i1" 
\'l' 11,: till· kcfi..1·.1l sc11l<.'lll·c· Ill· i> Sl'l'l·i11g. Tl111·11· \ c'.11-S: die ,fj_,1.111•.·L \xt11ce11 
; Iii.' :.c1·c11c .·:1•1 i11g morning :rnd tl1" ~h.1<>1 i,· ·,,1-:J1l 11( 1h,- cr1111e. 'li1-,.-111_1·­
·~igl111e:i1Y die g:tp lx1wn·11 the \ik h" lied, i11 till' !:ill ,,I 1'1~2 . . 1m\ 1hc· •>Ill' 
[h,H 1:> 1ww um:wcling. 

T1)cL11 111:1rks d1rce dcc:1cl1::; si11,;e I\idurd N1\u11 e.\p.11hlcd the Vicu1:1111 
\V:ir to include C:.1rnbndi:1. :rnd /'vi.iv -I 1s the .111n11•ers.\\'y ni" 1lll' ck.1th ,-,f 
l"u1· sLudcms at F.cnr Sutc: Unil't:1·s.itv. slwt hy Natiun:1J° Gu:1rd::mc11 d111·-
1ng prore.srs <.\\"er th.H w:1r. In 1lw 1n·cks :1fte1· Kc11t St.1le, de1111.lt1,1r.!lo1·s 
burned :ll le:ist 32 R.O.T.C. buildin:-_;s, incluclin:-; ,-,Ill" .ll \'(i,isJ1ing1on Uni-
1ersi[\' i11 St. Louis. Huw:nd l'vlt'ch:rntc, :1 :21-v~ar-uld senior, w:is in the 
crowJ w:nching those fhmes, his hcc all but hi~1clcn b1· ,1 bi1·cl', nest nf h:iir 
Jnd :1 -;crul I y b~ard. . 

Someone lobbed :i cherry bomb tnw:ml the cl11stc-red firelighters rh:ir 
ni;;ht. No one w:is hurt when the firecr.1cker exploded. No d:image was 
clone. How:ird Mech:inic w:is ch:irged with th.H crime (he denied it then 
:rnd still denies it now) :incl was the first person in thl' country to be found 
suilty under '1 h:irsh !9(i8 hw designed LU qucll c.l\ll~1l\S protests. The sen­
tence w:is five years, and when :ill his :lf•pe:ib were t"xh.1usted he skipped 
bail and dis:1ppeared. 

In Febru:iry he was caught. He w:is living where he h:is been for 2S 
ye:irs, in pbin sight, in :md around the rnny :.ind conservative town of 
Scottsd:ilc. Ariz. He prob:ibly would be there still h.1d he nor done some-­
thing audacious or n:i'ive, depending 011 your point of view. Using his as­
.sumed name, GJI)' Tredway, How.m:l Mechanic r.111 lu1 elecl!ve utfice. In 
:i mcive ripe for Freudian :in:ilysis ("W:is I secretly hoping LO get c:iught?" 
he :isks. "I don't believe that I was"), he L1ec:ime a candid:ite fur the 
Scottsdale City Council. And when :i loc.11 reporter c:1me :isking ques­
tions for J standard candidate profile, he told her his secrets - and then 
:isked her not to tell them to anyone else. 

Why on e:inh did he run for office? He took the risk, he says, bec:iuse 
his p:ist seemed a world aw:iy. So far :lll'J)' th:ir he'd forgotten how to spell 
his given name (when he surrendered, :ind signed 1-low:ird L:iwrence Me­
ch:inic for the first time since 1972, he could 1101 rt:1m·rnber whuher his 
middle mme h:id :i '\v" or a "u"). So hr :iw:1y th.it, despite frequent visits 
by the Federal 13ure.ll\ or lnvestig:Hion LO his twin bruthcr in CJlifornia 
(where :igents rn:ipped photos of one brother so they would know wh:it 
die other lookeJ like), he didn't re::dly believe t!ut ::myone would still c:.ire. 

But we do. When the Chicago Seven defendant i\bbie Hoffrn:in surren­
dered after six years posing as :rn enviro11ment:1list mrncd B.Hry Freed; 
when the Bbck Panther accomplice Katherine Ann l\1wer u1rned up :is .1 
restJur.Heur n::uned Alice Metzinger; when the Syrnbionesc Liberation 
i\rmy member KJthleen Soli:ih was found living .1s a cluc1or's wife (.111d 
somettme .:tctress) named Sara Jane Olsen; when the former \Vcatherm:in 
Bernardine Dohrn emerged as if rrom nuwhere after :i deude under­
ground - e:ich of those times we were startled by their :ibilitv tu v:ink us 
b:ick into the ~1ast. ThL· 60's spill into the Zerues, :rnd each fugitive who re­
suri:ices from th:H most turbulent_ of times fi>rces us to prnhe rhe wn111ll-l.s 
:111cl find th:tL they still luve not he:ded. 

They cause us ro :1sk uthtr questions too. \\ih.11don1r 1.1k1' It"< .1b:111ck111 
·one life :rnd clo,1k yourself in :innther? Can ynu live: witlwut a f•:1st, \\'ith no 
connection to J h•rrner self, nr cloes rhc re.1l "vo11" - in ivlccl1:lll1c\ c:1se c1 
p:1cifist-entrepreneuri:il-1·egct:1rian environ111~11t:1li:-;t - :1lw:11·s win outl 

ft .1nyone c<)\\ld h.ll'c f:1ded :1w:1\' :rnd lile11dnl 111, 11 sl1uuld h:11·e l>een 
How:1rd i'vlcch.rnic. Tlwsc' 11 hu kne1v l1irn 1n c1ille::;c dc:scrilw l11n1 ;is quiet 
:111,_\ hc11:d;i>h. 1l1c 1_1'~'" 11lll_> n11.~l1t c:1sil) ::;t:t l11s1 in :1 Ll't"11>.•d. "\ 11·,,11l.:l11'1 llc·­
sc1·ihc him .i:; .1 l..::1der," s.1_1s Pl1illip I\"ch. 1w11 :1 fil11rn1.1kc:1· 111 C:hic:1g11. 
11111.11•11_1111L".I 1,.1tf1i\·kl·l1:111ic111 d1,·ir:;c:111••1·_1'c:n.11 \\!:1.shin::;11111 U11i1·ers11_1·. 
··Thcre 11·n" 11thcl's 1111 c,rnq•u,.; ,,.Ji,, 11nc .. \;ertLI .H rl1.11 

111111hn ""·"1·,k lw 1'.·.1"1'1 :l r.1clic:1I <"11-.1 '11il11.1111 l\1111~.If<;_111 '-;.L .. \. »r 
\\·,·.1thcT111.111. !-IL" 1<.·.1., Jlhl .l k1,\ .sh.q1nl h1· .1 ill«lll•·111 .11»1,11·.11,·1, l« :1 • . .ILl'l' 
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'This is 
lheeasy 
part,' 

Overton said. 
7 hi: "Tredw"y "f,1111 ii v 

.nmmd !'JS I. 

1We're just going 
- lo make sure 
you are who you 

say you are.' 
Thal was , ~-- .. 

when 
Tredway 
began lo 

sweat. 
"Tre1hc"1y" with Ins g1rlfne11r. 

i11 rhe late '.!O's. 

Sn while 11 is telllf•ting Lu lu111~' him with AIJL>ie Hoffn1:in or K:nhlccn Sol 
i:1h, his ston· 1s more disqL1icti11g th:rn theirs. True, he s:1icl thino;s bJck rhcr 
like, "Tlic \:111·, cuuns .rnd pi;;s jH"tccl die j)ropc1 tied interests" (part of hi: 
sL:11c111rn1 1u:;r ;1ftcr his com·i,:tiPn) Jnd "J\11 you h:ive to dn is re:1d a littl, 
tvl:tr.\ :111d you'll ligurc· ol!t how it\ Jil going to turn nut" (a mernorabl, 
COllllllClll t(> :I ci:1ssm:Hc). ,'\nd. true, h1s h:itt: w.1,.; JS S<XhwfuJ :lS 60\ h:ii1 
could .~c:L. \:Jut strip the bl:indishn1e1n:; ul tl1e er,1.11v;1y :111d wh:i1\ left is :H 

('.'lrlll'SI.. SllL11·t, '< <lllCl\·-h.11 :iwL11·,11 d 111:rd ,,,f11·1 S<>l die Duuk d1ruwn .tl hi111 
!\ 11,-rd '" 11" 11·.1:; c·,w::;h1 lx:c.1L10L', .il1c:1· ~.": 1»::1rs of king, he tllrnc:d out to J,, 
.1 -.11r1•1·J":111~lv f,,1,,,_1· .\.i.11. . , , 

\\lhicl1 1•: ,;-Ill'. h1i:1· 1l1is 11·,·c·k. 11 hilc llti1n,.; 111.llch 11·itl1 L'.lltcllcs 11> (1"<1ll­
lll•.'lll"r.ll•_· K1·111 '-;1.11c. [-1,,,._._11·cl ,\kch:111ic will l>c in 1:1il -· :1 111:111 s1il 
,_·:lllc:l11111 :1111111' l'.'.1rp, c11lli l'·1·11ck1·i11:;:1h•<\ll 1l1c· J1111,-. 

.. 1 .. \ 1.1 "11 I It > ',\ \ J; I >." I 11 ~ I.,--,, · 1 \I\ If ·11, ,\ ,\I 1 1 I I l I I 1 I' I .·\ ~ I I<, 'I .·\ I I;,_, T 1-11 

'.I.II I-. \l I 11 IL' 1·1-.11<>1·\ ["<11 >ill .I I 1I1,- Sl.l rt 11! »lll" l l\'1>-,111,l-.1-l1.1 I(. J,,,u r \"\ ;i1. 
· 11 · .. 111 I f.. :-_.1 I II.II,,,.,. i I•. I• I. I-.. "I ,11 I , .,, I ;11 I I ~· ·11II1c; ,,.,,_.,_I \ <_> " .. I "' \\,Is 

I ll11i1J(,J. ·,I'll': 11,<,\I 11••\' .. \l:I• \ll·,·11 ·,i·ll• 



111::1 .~1·:,·11 111• 11.1111,· '>2 1·,.,11··· .1~'" "" f ,·I•. 21. I" 1:; 1-11:: l.1111,·1. l\.1l1>l1. 
1)\\·111·1! .111 .q)1,l1.1rk,~-1l·p.11r hu·;111l·-.:-: 111-. 1111.Hl11:1". l\(1':1_·, ,,·,1·, .t l1,q11(·1111l\,.-1 

111' 111·i11 l•1»1l1c1, J-l:ir1·c1, '·"' 11,· .11111f-f.,11.11\I11,·1•.: "111u: .Jc·11·1,l1 I•<>\.'." 
111·111~ 111 tl1c· c•:1111f,,n:il,fc. Clc'1c·l.111cl "llhurh «l ')l11l"T l-f,·,,'.111 < "\\.',· 111·1,· 
1,.,d1 N.11i.111:il 1\lni1)c·h,,f.11·,hir•1111.iliq<' f-t.u-.e11cc.1ll, 1~ iil11•1i1lc 111··1··-
1l1.1111h1·,·c 1kudcs .1(1,·r 1hc· r'.kl. 

111 l'.i1i1,. t-/1111·.11·d 1\k,h.1111c ,·111· .. ll1·,I .11 \V.1·;f1111c;1<>11 [_1111>.n.,111. 11·fi,1·1· 
••11,· ( .. ,_-"' ,,,f _;1u1k11t \\T.1d1 \\".h 1h,· l\.(l.TC. u·.1i11111~ l·'r•_\;;1·.1111. 111 f\l.11·,:l1 
1970. rhL· u1111.·~rs1t> .. ~l1r ,1 court 1111u11i..:r1{_)11 .1:-;.111!"L .11n· fucu1\ .. · tk1111111_.._,[1":1-

11•J11,, :111d ivkch:111ic 11·;1' (>11c· ,>[· ,,·1·,·r.il '111.l,·111' 'f'c·c1(i,·:ilk 11.1111c·d 1111h:11 
1111unc1i1111_ Thc court nrdc1 d1d11'1,1111_1 lii111 u11tl1c·111c;l111Jr' 1\L1v ·l. flJ70, 
l11>11c·v.:1·. !1 Sc'clllcd .1s it 11u1l1111c; C11uld Sl<.>f' 1.hc· 1·:1c;c· Ll1.\l 11i:,J1t. 1\r,.>u11d 
I 111: <JlllllIT\'. tl1011s:rn<I, ul N.iri1111:d (_:;u,11·d,111c·11 lh'l'c' dq1l1.ll·<:'cl 1.>11 hu11-
d1·eds uf c.1111puscs a:; 250 cnlk~cs 11·c111 1111 s1rike. ,·\1 rh<:' U1111'lTs11v .. r 
Ch1c:1~n, studc'lll' du~ trenchcs t11 prNc:ct th<:lll.'<:kc~s .1~:1i11:;1.1l1L" Ir'"'fl" 
At \V~b.1sh Colle,;<: i11 Crcrn•f11rclsvillc, f11d., one f'l.C•tcster ::cl l11111sclf n11 
fire'. Three: students were: sL:1bhed 111 the: b.:dl:un :H the Un1vcrsirv of New 
ivlnico ,lt Albuquerque. . 

J\11d .11 \V,1shi11gton Universirv, .1s 11i.111y .1s .3.000 pr11tc,tcr> g.nhned to 
w:itch the R.O.TC. building go up in tluncs, clwHing "Burn, Li.ill)'. 
hum" Jnd "Kent StJte, Kcnl St:11c:." The blnc, latn rnlc·d tt> he .1rsnn, 
we11t unchecked afte1 firetruck-: were turned b:1ck hv rch.:k-tl1ruwi11g 
dc111omtr:llors. 1vlechan1c w:is in the: crowd, :dong with his girllricnd. Ac­
c111«lin~ to his feder:1l Lri:1l testimony, their evening be~.lll a1 :1bouL JO 
o'clock .H .1 rally in the university qu:1dr:i11gle, whn~ :1 S<:'l'I<:'' of Sf>e:ikers 
denounced the invJsion of C:11nbodi:i. At midnight, "J Lir~e portion of 
that crowd \vem to the R.O.T.C. building," he testified, ".111d I wc:nt 
wirh that crowd." He did not cause any p1:~peny da11n~e th:H night, he 
said. Nor did he throw Jnything. He specifically clc:nied that he had 
thrown J cherry bomb. "I c.111't remember when the last time w:is tint I 
hJd a cherry bomb," he sJid. " [ h:ll'e seen them." 

tvlechani~'s first conviction wJs on stJte charges for comcrnpr of coun 
- .lttcncling the rally in viob.tio11 of the inju11ction. The four .111J ..t third 
1nomhs he spent in the coumy jail on that ch:irge (shortened trom si::; 
Illonths when he wJs given time off for good heh:ivior) were the foumbriun 
for hi;, l:tter decision to flee. The ,;uards, lie sc1ys, "were o:-miliL:uf' a11d Jid 
not tJke well to :i kid charged with protesting the war. " [ hJd one guJrd 
who would SJ)' if he gets :i chance he's going to t.1ke me ouL Jnd shoot me." 

The contempt Lri:il W:lS fullowed by J federal tri.11, Jnd there Mechanic 
made history. In 1968 Congress had approved the Civil Obedience Act 
which prohibits a person from interiering with "rny firen1Jn or bw en­
furcemem officer" who is cluing his jub "during the commission of a uvd 
disorder." A civil disorder is defined as disruption nr dama,;e c~used by ,1 
group of three or more people. 

MechJnic was the first person ever tried under the act, :rnd a reading of 
the trial transcript shows the government's case to he anything hut airtight. 
Nine Leen prosecution witnesses were called. Only one of them Jctu:1lly tes­
tified Jg:iinst Mecl1J11ic. Most were firefighters, police officers and news 
photogr:1phers \vho esublishecl th.n there had been more than three people 
in the crowd. The one m:in who claimed tu hJve seen Mechrnic with a cher-
1-v bomb was a law student named Donald R. Bird. He died in l nJ . 
. Bird's testimony was hr from convincing. first he sJid he saw the cher­

i·v bomb in Mechanic\ h:rncL Then he said he saw iL only after 1t lefr "the 
person of Howard MechJnic." At one point Rird Jckn;iwblge.I th.n the 
cherl'y bomb "could have come, ped1aps, from someo11e sundi11,; :1bout 
five oi· si:-: leer behind." 

Mcch:rnic w:is sentenced to fi\·c ye:irs in fcdcr:il pnson for :rn :1ct th:1t, in 
:i less vnl:ttile er:t, 111iglit 11:1\'e resulted i11 .1sLq-'1>11 tl1e \\'I isl. fur .1 ye.1r :ind 
:1 lialf, ivl.:-ch:inic :ippe.tlc'd. The: rcdcr.tl Courr of 1\f•fw:ils ,1~rccd th.tt Bird 
w.1s ",1 hic;hly f•:inis.111 11 it11e's ll"ho dcsi1·<:'d L•J ,,.,th,,. ddc·11 • .L1111s cr.>11-
v1nnl." l>~IL 1hc· c<>nviclit>rI w:is :illrnvcd tc1 SUllLI. 111 1972, thl' S11prc111c 
Cnun clc.-l111nl Lu he.11· rl1« Che :111d IVlech:1111c llT·, t>1·clc1·l',I t1• :iu1Te11.ln. 

Hc fl,,,_I ;nstc·.1d, Lllc'r 111.1il111c; hi-: 11.1rc1ll:; .1 11•.-•lc tl1.1t c.u .. I Ji,_. 1•..-•·ul._I he i11 
1."ucl1. He .ii'"' kfL t>llc' "f hi,, f'I·t>fc·ss1i1·s 111 .1 lt11·ch - .111 L11gl1•:l1 l''·"r''"'"". 
\1·l 11• I 1.111 I" 1 i ll f' h 1·; I 1<11111: ;1.c cnl L1 I" r:il (,,,. H n:l 1.11111: \ '.'.; i 'J,'J01j h:ul 

"I 111:11 , I j, I 11 ·I 1I1111 I·. I ; I 1<>11 I, I "·1·•., · (i \.,. 1·,·.11·:;. · 1\ kc I 11111,: " 11 "· "I'. ·"1'11 · 
I I 1111 k. · \\ .. 11. 1I11' I" 11 11.11 1·, •I I f 1.1•. ,. I••' f, • .111•.I 1·, <11 , f, ,,, ·, 11.111· .I ,·I 11 •I·.'•' I cl l•.I 
11.111· ,, ,-1,,,,,.,., \,.I '""I·, il11· ,·11 .. 11·1·.· 
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.it C.:qic ("111.1\cJ.d .ti 1111.._ t1111L· 11( (JlJL. 111" .11111d1cr "'l)J(i.._' 

fl1;-:l11. 1-k :ii:,,, ,·,,llccl1'1I .1111«.c.:1·.11.ili:: ,,[.ill il1c· .1·:L1.,>11.1ur::. 
r-L .. ~ li.11.l !lllL' j)tlS\L'.11\.l Sl~~llL'1_! \_-,~-)Lil"! (;J~.Uiil, Lit(' l.il'SI Ill.Ill Ill '.'~),\lt.:, ,ltlll 

.1111>1hn 'l~11c·cl Iii' :di .«:1·1:1111!" Ilic 11r1c_:111.il i'vkrcu1·1· .1,11-.111:1111s. 
While- 111:; c.1,,.' 11.is b1:i11c_: .lf'f1L':1bi'. lie· ,,,1,111t,.'s1;1111p,. Ii\' tl1c t1111c Im 

fi11.1l .1r•1•e.il 11.1:; rcic·c1<:',J lie h.1d r.1i"· •. I SI.ODO. \Vi1h 1hc c.1:>h i11 hi-: l'"''·k­
l'i, lie [11>;11clcd :i l•us, c.c:pcc:1111c; w sc1tk 111 1\lliuq11nq11e. l:\ur wlte11 lie 
c;"I il1nc, ilw \1c:11lin 11·.1, inn c·11ld, '" h« gn1l1:1ck1>11 Ih<' h11' :rncl st.1ved 
1_•11 r111til l"'hoe111:-;. 

He likccl th:n rh.: u1y 1\•,1s 11u111 r:tdic.11 phc<:. "I w:i:; trying to s1.1y :iw:iy 
from r~dicil politi,·s,'' hc s.1vs, :rntl in 1 llL' Lind t>f E\:11T)' Coldw.ncr (and htcr, 
Jul111 fVlcC.1in) tl1ere werv fnvc:r 1c111pt:111u11,. I-le sdtled, :tl iirsl, 111 tl1<: cnl­
kge wwn ulTe111pe. whcTC ;1 24-vc;11·-old could c11silv lilend in. Cettin,; used 
to his new n:1111c (he rcfuscs to s.1y whcTc he ~•>l h1:; identity or divulge :111y 

dcuils tl1:11. 1111gl1t 111ff1111111:1lc utl1<:'rs) tuuk :ibouL si:-; 1numhs. Getuns rid of 
the nighu11.1rl':; --being hurnecl, bcin~ c:wglll - wok nwre th:in 10 years. 

The 11111s1 clifficult p.in, he :;,1ys, w,1s h.1vi11~ 11:> "minimize my abilities." 
J-lc could sliuw 11u prt>t.•f "( l1.1vin:-; gr:1du.1tccl fro111 college; nur \1•:is there 
anv \VJ)' tu act on his :icccpt:111c1: tu Bos tun U 111versity hw school, which 
he believes revoked its :iccepr.111cc .1fter his conviction. Yer he found it h.1rd 
w be :rnvthin~ but well educ:irecl .ind outspoken. His first job WJS JS .1 

shelf-stncker in :i health-food store, and he :1pp:1rcntly didn't do well al 

keeping hi, 11F>t11.li slrn1. ··1v1y boss tlwu~ln 1w:1s1ry111g to t:ike his job," he 
s,1ys. Even tu.illy he went inw business on his own, as a lucJI distributor for 
scvcr.11 n:llit>n:il hc:1lth-fnnd produns. I-le .1ls1) invemcd J gJdger that al­
lows peo1.>I.: tu fill e111pty pill upsule., witl1 hu111e re111edies. 

He h:1d bccume a stric1 ve~ct,irian 111 cullcge and was drawn to an organic­
foocl-huying ,·Juh in Telllf1L' During rlw 70's it grew into the Gentle 
Strengd1 Co-up, :ind Trc:Jwav b<:c:1111e .1 111c111L>er uf the board. In 1977, he 
met :1 college: swdent nJmed Ingrid Gold Jt the co-op, where she was work­
ing p.1ruime .1s J cashier. While they were d.iting, they protested the build­
ing uf the J>:1lu Verde nucle:ir pl.int together, Gold remembers, but unlike 
soim: other prmestcrs, they were c:ircful not to trcspJss Jnd risk JITesL 

Gold and Tredway were m.1rried 1n i ')00, and their son, Ari, was born in 
198 I. By 1985 they were divorced, IJec:rnse, Culd says, he w:is a better per­
son tk1n she w:is willing to be. "'(nu k1ww about his life." she says, refer­
ring tn her e:-;-husb:rnd's lack of im.::rcst in tl1i11gs 111Jte1-i.1l, ".rnd you'w 
see.11 me." \'\le :ire at :i histro outside Sco11sd:1lc 

0

when she says rh~s, and 
she's dressed in :1 chic p:int.suit :ind 1astclul hut glittery jewelry, her copper 
h.1ir srylishly cul." Lct 's just s:1y one of us w;rnted to move 011." 

\V'hich doesn't meJn that Trcdw.1y wJs st:rnding still. He had a knack for 
busines.s. He inve,ted in :1 line c)t ho1neop.nhic products, then put rhe profits 
in :m :iutu-res:dv:tt;<:' busmess - bu yin,; wreckc:d c:u·s al insur.rnce auctions 
:ind fi:.;ing them up (with new identities, if you will) for resale. 

After a f:illing out with the p:irtner who did the actual work, h" bought 
the J\bude, :1 modest I :'.-unn :1p:1rtmc:Ill-lwtel fur Anzuna snowbirds, 
where he insullcd solar lw1-w:1r.cr heatns. In m:iny ways he was :1 t1glit­
w;1d. buyi11~ most of tl1c i'urnishin~s for his horel, including towel,, at 
swap n11:ers. Bur he prided h1m.sell 0.11 ncvn wrning out :t tenalll wlio fell 
behind - rc111e111hcri11~ the fnr.>Jc,sur who stt>od 1n lose his hu111e whc11 
Huw,u d i'vkch:lllic dis:tf'pc:tred. 

i\'lo1-c tl1.111 live ye:11s .1g1.1, Trcdw:1v pl.1c<:'1I ,1 pcrsrnLll .1d in :i loL.11 :dtc111.1-
111·1: IVc<:'ldv.1 •. >< .king f1_>1· .i "ld1.-il1111kinc_:. 1H.J11.'111ok111~, 1·c.gc1.11·1.l11 sou.ii .1c­
r11·1s1." j:111.:1 (;1·"·"111.Irl :111S1vcr1:d d1.11 .!•.I, :111ci tl1cy 11.11'•.' c»11:;1.:f,:r•:cl tJ11·111-
::1:l>.·n .:l1r'c f'.l!TIIcl·:;" c"'''r ·:111<.'c'. (,,,,.;,.111.111. \1·lt11 ·i." 1•.1ru.il I•• (_>11.11c·111.il.111 
hJ,,u:;cs .11111 c·111hr•:•1ck1c·cl h.1ir b.111,ls, ""'1-k:. (.,1 1l1c· C: .. 111111u11111 f-f1111::111c; 
l';irt11c·rsl11p, ,\ 11(111prl1(11 ~r1111p di.it r1.·11L:~ :q1:1r1r11Lr11-.. 11 1 l1 ,\\'-Jlll· 1 1111 1 • 11_·11-

.1111:; .. -.:111· J,_,,.,.,J 1'.l">'l\'ll1i11.c:, .di.1111 T1c1l•.1·.11· 11«111 Liv :·.1.11'1. sl1c· 1c111c:111l•c1·., 



:'.i\L (,.,."lie' 1hiw:,. "J-J" ll:llllc' ... sJ1c· ,,I\':.'. "I e.ille·1J .1 1°1.1e·11,_I .1i1n 11·1. 111>1 
llle'I .111el S.llli. 'I re:ill1· ,_l<lll

1
I ltkl' rhe· ll.lll1e' C;,llT.' ,. 

I hll'l 11.:,'. h 1.s VL':ll'.s 11:i1 h C rrn.s1n111, Tri ·,·lw.1 \'I >n .111 lt · hol1 lc·r \) 1, 1··111 .1111 11 ll<.'1 
\\",ll'. he i11e·l1vcl clc•'<:l' tt• 1·c:l't:.1li11c_: Ji,, true· ,ell.! IL" rl'c:ul.1rl1 \\Tiiie' k1tc·r.' I« 
the lcic:.il newsp.1pe'l'S p1·01cs11n:,; l.l1111;.:> like Ilic· !ISL'. "fp11hli1:: U\ nl<>lll'I. 1<1 fi-
11.111e·c .'ll'l'll.l\ r nr I" iv.'l I l' -'f" <l'I' i'1.111e 11 iws. H (' \\ '<1-k('d t•.> I 1clp I""-' l hl' ,;L,ll e· ·, 
Clc:rn Elc·ctie>m Act," h:illot 1111t1:1tivi: drn cli111i11:1tcs crnpor:lle'. cl1>n:i11um lll 
p11li11c.il c:11np.ii;.:ns. (The n1e.1:;11re h:1.•; ::im·e hcc·11 ele:c:lcire·il unc1li1.s1.i11111111Lil 
.rnd i;; h<:"in,c; .1ppl':ilcd.) While spt.nhc·.1di11~ 1hc public u111p.1i~n tc• sup~1un 
d1c: .1ct, lie :illuwed hi1melf w puse fur :i ncwsp:lpcr plwtugraph. Hi: w.1s :1lsu 
i1Hcn·icwc·cl on lncal c:ihle TV Each step hro11~_;J1t the s11nili~ht closer, :111d 
\YliC'n no one.· recognized hi111. ir wa~ e~1sic1 lo t.1kt: rlic 11cxt, hr~er step. 

"I 1v:is geHing :l higher and higher 1mifile," he S:l)'S. "I fel~ it w:i:; a ri:;k 
hut r W:lS trying to make .snmc posi1ive ch:inges for the city." Eventu:illy, 
fellow :ictivists began urging him tu ru11 lur City Council, and he found 
himself .1:;reein:;. "It was like you're on a Lrai11," he explains. "The Lr:1in is 
gninl_'., in :i cerr:1i11 direction :ind ynu c:in :ie·tively :;et off the tr.iin, but peo­
ple wanl VOLi lO Slay Oil." 

Politics, Grossman believes, is wh.ir Hmv.ird Mcch:inic would have done 
h:id his life worked ouL differently "He's 1e:1lly :1 vny ~1,,li1ic:il p..:rsun," 
she says, eyes filling wi1h te:irs. "I've :iccusecl him sometimes of caring 
more :ibouL JJolitics Lh:rn he docs :1hnuL m('. Scolt,chlc City Council is very 
small potatoes for what I think he could h:1ve Jn11e had his life 30 yc:ir.s :1gc> 
nut led him to where he is." 

ACK JN 1970, BEN ZAl\JCOI\ \\'/1~ PRESinfNT OI' THI STUIJINI 

1111ion :lt W,1shingro11 U niver:::irv. He didn't know Howard Me­
ch:inic well, buL he: folluwed the cl1erry bomb uul, :incl he 
knew rh:it his classmate had lied. In 1971 or '74, Ben Zaricor 

was :inending :1 N:itional Nutriti<.ln:il foods Association convention 111 San 
Diego. "I turned a corner :ind there he was, st:inding there in s:indals," says 
Z:iricor, who now owns Good Earth Tc.is .rnd Rest:HirJnt ScnKcs, based in 
Santa Cruz, C1lif. "[ recognized him immc:di:ltely," he s:1)", ever1 thuugli 
the tn:tn was flll\I' named Gary Tr,dw,1y. 

Over the ye:1rs, Mechanic says, just 12 people CJ me to know his secret. 
The only condition of our interview w:is rli:n he wuuld nut 11:1me them, 
fur fe:ir rh:it they might be ch:irged with aiding a lugitive. Mechanic did 
noL tell me about Zaricnr; I tr:ickcd him clown myself :ind found him c:i­
gcr to describe how he decided LO prucecr :1 friend. "I went u1'er :incl in­
croduccd myself," he says of the he:ilth-food convention. "How:ird nev­
er asked me, 'Arc you going to turn me: in)' He knew I wouldn't just by 
the w:1v I :1ctcd." -

For many years after th:n, the men were in close touch. Thq· :;1)ent su111-
mcr.s together in C:iliiorni:i when Mechanic w.11Hed to csc:ipe the hc.n of 
A1·izo11.1. Pertodic:illv, Z:1ricor brought his "'n r" l'hurntx to see the Oak­
l:rnd A\ :it b:iseb:ill spring training. 

For Z:irtcor, who w.1s himself once suspended from c:1mpus fut p:irucip:1L­
tt1g i11 .1 tH>nviulc:nl dc·monstr:1tton, the friendship with Mech:rnic was hi1 
chance to rigln :i \\TOng. "!felt like we'd hn1h been through :i 11:ir tc>,gerher .1t 
\V:1shingrun-University," he s.iys. "Students were fnllmved, 1_>u1· pl11>;1e.s were 
t:tf1ped, we were rlm>\\'n rn i:1il. Howard 11·:1s still :1 p1·isonc:r ol rkn 11·:1r." 

For lvkch:rnic - who often had ro .wnicl H.11-c Krishn.is, lxuu,c· his 1 w111 
h.1d joined 1he seCL .rnd the I\:1 islt11:1s llltglrt nml:il•.e l1i111 fo1· H:m•cv - tltl' 
f1·1e11dshi1) ll'llh Z:iricor 1v:is :1 r:mc ch:rnc:; tu Iii: wt th sonK·one whn 1:11l'11 Lhe 
whole of him. f-\ut 1r :1lso r«1rnnd«d him 1lnr di,c<>1'eT1· coulcl lie .H<'•und .rnv 
e·cirn<:T. This .senct 11:1s tH>t rl1e kind 1<:>t1'd tell .t budlh <)l'c'r:1 hc'eT'l'hc· silll­
f'kst qu«;:lt<_>ll c,-,ttld lc-:1d to :l rlrn-ke't <>I :lll:,1\ er·,,''" Ire· .11·,-,i;lul 1·1·,·11 .sinq1li· 
que.<tiiws. \\ih.n 1,-.,,kl'el lik1.· .1k•1il11c'S.\ 11,1.1 i11.st .1 Ill.Ill l..11111~ his t•.•ll.C:llc. 

TJi,-,.,,, '.'Ji,, h.11·,. l·.110\\'ll h11tt r"r l'L':tl' (<>r tlt«u~lrt 1h1:1· krll'll 111111) 
11111\· l1ml tll<~tll.'t"l1·,.,.. 1l1i11k111g l>I c«r11c1..'.':tlr<>rl:i 1hc1· 11'·1·..,- IJ.1,I. .c;J,,.,.,T 
l«11hle·11. l«r 111:-:1.111,.,·, ""rl.,,·,·J 11·t1h 1·r,_.,·l1\·.11· "'l tl1t· liJ-_,,_·1..tl rw11;.l,_·1lc'1··1 Ir~· 
C:t1rT\_"11t .111d tk'"-'·"11'1 llllL.L !t'!lll'Jtdi1._·r "ILl\'111~ ;1 tlis1,.:L1"i.';1<HI \\·1111 l1i111 iq11 

stclc ,,\tire 111·«1n·1 :it h.111d." l·«,,l<lc·r1 .rn,l ll<·r· L11·-l>.1111l .1,l"l'it'<l .1 \;1,·t1l.1111-
1··.;1· !ir11l1.111 ir1 1 L)/=), r lh 11" 11\1.·111~11\·.111 .. 1lil'il1!ll 111 11~!11\\·11.1!i111·1 · •. 1\\· .!\ .1 

11:111«11.rl 1n"11.'-'.. \\'l1e·11 "'"·'1 J'e'"J-"k lc·.1rn .tl111111 l1n .'<<11, 'lw :;:1\'.\. 
:;1'.!ll•, ,] 1.'!H]\c']"'\,!lltlll l

0

1"L0 \l\\":\:· llL'\1:1" '-.li1l ,l \\'1)J"l.l. 

U.11·1,I \\!i11l:.k1., :i 1'111><:111.\ i11s111.111c1; c·l:i1111.' ·'"I'''' 1·1.s1•r - :111d, hi' Cc.<llK 
cle11Cl', .t le)7~ '-'.t.1du:\lc 11f \\':J.,lri11c:r1•n U11i1·c'l':iit1· ---Wt<>rc :ti'""' lrn111:1 
1·i:,'.ht.s lll1· Tlw ('~trtT•:rll. Trc1.l11·.11• 11~-:1s hi, c•.li1.->1-. \\iinkln 11e·1·n rece>grtrzc: 
l1is icllu11· .1lu111, l•ut 'fred1\·:1v, h~ """' k11<>1vs, rl'L:ug1011.c:cl ll!lll. "f\i~ht be 
i'nre hl' tUrnl'cl h1111.sc:lf Ill, h1: ullcd .rnd :Jskcil llll' ti I h.1d e:ver fi,c;urcd 

""'·" \\/i11kln s.1n. 
The· i'cw 1tt11c·s T1c·clll',\\' tcild his sc:crc·t 11-.1s 1vhc11 lw h:Jd 110 <>thc·r clwice 

"I 11·:1.1 fnrceJ 111' cirrnm .. 11:rncc:s," he s:iys. "Things :ire clisc·overcd. cen:ii 
things le.id le> C-LTLllll othl'1 :irc:ts, :rncl )'<'>Lt u·y I~> expl:11n tl so it do..:sn 
uuse :i pn.1lilc111." 

In ,,thc:1 wnrds, he ll'oulil tc·ll wlwn he was about to be fnund our. His fo1 
111erwift, l11gricl Golcl, will not discuss wh:ir she knew when, bur she was :q~ 
paremly still in the d:1rk when their son was hnrn in 19~ I. "T s:iid, 'Ynu h:iv 
nne List n:1me, I h.m.: :mother; which one should we give the bJby?'" sh 
,.1ys. It was illlelllled :lS :t remin1st provocation. bm ins;e:id Tredw~); quicld 
agrel·cl th.it the hny should ukc hi.s nwthcr's n:1me. "] didn't understJ.n· 
tlien," she s:iys, "rh .. n his name meant nothing goud to hi111." 

J:111et Gross111:rn also declines to r:ilk about when .she learned the truth, bu 
she agrees rh:H she knew hy Fchruary oi this year, when Tredw:iy's secret un 
r:ivclecl. Pc:nny Overton, :l fre.sl1-f:icecl bur duggecl invesugative reponer fo 
The Tribune, 111 Scotrsdali:, was :issigned to write a st:ind:ird c:indidate pro 
file, .rncl she w.1s nnl happy it. She'd been c:illed off the re:illy hot story al th· 
1ime - the discovery of :t he:Hlless torso in a Scottsdale tr:ish bin - to v.-rit. 
pap ,tbout :i "very bL;nd man." 

Trcdw:1y seemed edgy, Overton remembers. "Don't worry," she tol< 
him. "This is tl1e easy p:irl. We're just going to m,1ke sure you :ire who yo1 
say you are." Th:it w:is when Trcdw:iy hegan to sweat, soakin:; his shir 
within minutes. 

Still think111g the problem w:1s fasr-rime-c:inclid:ne nerves, Ovenon bcga1 
with her friendliest cptcslinns. "Tell me :ihout your family,"- she asked 
"Where did you grow up?" 

'!i-edw:ty "ml he was :in orphan, .1dding d1at he didn't want tn talk about it 
"Tell me three stories, then, :1bour your life, about how you got where yot 

are," she s.1ys ,he :1sked. "C'mun, evervune has rhree stories." 
Tredway .had only one:, Overton says, about :1 businf'ss trip to China in th1 

cJrly 70's. 
Overton left th:tL :iflernuon "exhausted rrom having[() beg and plead fo1 

things d1:H most politicians :ire trying tn p:1lm off nn you .111 the time." Tred· 
w.1y p:1gecl her sevtr:1l 1irnes during the' nexL few d:tys, checking on the st:ilw 
ur li<:'r investig:1uun and suunding i1~cre:1singly agitated. w1;e11 they nexr 
met, Grnssm:lll w.1s .1lso prcscnr. :ind Ovcrwn guessed that Tredway was ''s( 
white hrc:ad" rh:it he w:is wurriecl th:it a prolile wuuld include the fact rha1 
rhc coup!<:' were living t<>gl'rher. 

"Nu, I du11't think th:ll's why w,· asked yo11 to come," Grossm:in >Jid. 
"I'm nor who you think I :1111," Tn:dw:1y .1:iid. 'Tm not G:iry Trcdw:iy." 
He was :l fu~irivc, he cx11laincd, outlining his crime but not tcllin\.'., her hi~ 

re:d n:ime nr the 11:1111<' ,,f his sc·l11>nl. When he decick:cl to run for City Coun­
cil, Ovcno11 savs he t11ld lier, lie: :11tLI ":1 small group uf friends" h.1d f:iked ;i 

r(·.sumc, chnnsing :1s his :11111:1 n1:iter Fr.rnconi:1 College, in New H:lmpshire 
J.cc.HISL: it clnsc'<J in l'F0. (He now s.ws he wrote the resume .done.) l:lut 
<_>rice: he rc:tli:ccd Ovc:rl< >11 11·:1s pL111n1ng lO check, he wld her, he p:inicked. 

F'11r tlte rtC'il fc.w hour.«, ·:it ting hy tlw po11I :111hc1\hndc, Tredw:ty beg~cd 
( )l'LTl(lll tlt>t rn lL'll. Ar <~•tll' 1.1uim, he du~ out his r.1:-; fornt.' tu show th~t he 
h.id l:icl'll 1".ll'rt11t'-'. :1l111u1 '.~100.000:t l'c':tr.1.':l"i11g his lull sl1:11c· "I l.l;;es :ind ~iv-
111,.: 2'i 11er·ce·r1t i<I hi:: 111e·,i111c I<> ch.11-it)' "N"11'-}'llll trlldas1.111d 11·lw v1.1u un'r 
1n111· :tl><>rll rni:," I,,. :<ti,_I, ,_·r·v111~ q11ic1lv. "'r;•u'll w11d lltL'. I<_> i:1il. Y<•tt c:lll ci­
t! 1cr \_u_· .1 ;...:( J1 )( l r"t.:11nrrL'I c 11 .1 ~c )1 1d 11er ..... c111." 

l·le '"Id lwr:tll 1l1i:;, IJt· 1111I'. ·,:11·,. li,-e".tll.S<. lie· tl1«uj11 ,;he il«trld l'r«lnt ht« 
'<_.,.,-,_., ,\I 1<:1· .di. 11<'' •II<.' cl-:e· lie·'' <le 11 t.lll t 111 rtc:d I 11111 II l. "! t It< 111~111 I(< •trlcl ,.:et 
l1e·t 111i tl1c· ''""·" 1111.11·s. "11 :il11111s1 '.\'llt'keil." 

( l1cTl«ll lir1e·lc:el «111· c1li1<>1·. 1l1c·11 '1'•'111 1111; 11·,:c·ke·11cl lrik111c_: 111 till· .'\I'' 
!\l1itl1ll.llll'>, 11<_".\I" 1\ll'.\I•:••, .lllll ;1~~11111·1.111~ (l\CI \\:lut ltl 1.l{) llL\I ~lie_' fi11.ilh 
(I{ 't." I! L '( l 1l1.1 t [ 1\ \ ·.111.'>1.' 'J 1 ! '(I\\·,\ I' '.\,I'· I l 11\11111:" i"1 H ( \ 1·111 I. 'I 1(' \\';!.> l 1] iii:~:!!(°! I Ii I 
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When he 
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since 1972, he 
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remember how 
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his 
middle 
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A!ech1111r crs Tic:Jw,ry 

111 a 2000 c<1111p .. 11g11 photo. 

report what she knew. Tredway spent th,n same weekend on the computer. 
I-le reasoned that ii he dropped out of the race he wuuld not be a public 
Figure and the paper might lca\'C hilll be. But he neetlcd a compelling rc:1-
son lor wid1dDwing, :ind he surfed rneclic:1I sit.cs looking for .1 dise,1sc th.a 
\YOu!d scr\'t: :lS l1is c'XCUSC. 

(l11lvlo11d.11,•111urni11g, when Ovenon rcLum.:d tu Lh1: c:ii"(ic·c, .·J1e fuu11d :1 
sr:H1·;11c11i lrn111 Trtch\·'.11· 11) his sup1'1:i1·i1:1·,, ,11111<.1L11JC111g he 11.111 k11l":1111.1 
:1111.I l'.'uul1I Ill'l /"Lill. \\'l1:11. fulluwed 11-.1s :1 ciru1.<:. The· C11 v C1:i11ncil w.1-. 
1)l.111111ng :i 111u1llL'Jll uf sik11cc J«.11· Trcd\\·".lY. ThL· 1xq1n\ 1•11l111ul 1·q11.11"\c1· 
W;1' pl.11111i11g:1 C!llt1llln :il.>11111 huw the lll.111 \\,lS "11"1 pu1·e (!11· 1.11.iliuc;_" 

T1·ccl11-.11•\ Jin.cl lie. ;-.1tl1er d1:1n gi1·1ng Uvni•.111 SCL<.>11<.i Ll1«L1glll>. 111.1cl1· 

lh·1111•111_·1.·\·it.1111. "J-L· ', 1111\ 11\ 111;~. IH··s I\ 111~· .. · .'llll' .1111111111it·t·1l (1, .111\'1111l 

1.1. I H > 1.1.·< q iii I Ir .-:ll' 11, l I 1,·11 ,._. r< 11 l· .l h' r -: ! , , ,., .. 

( \IZTl·I; 1;1- 1.:,11;i 11s ·1111-.1·1:1 11-1-."' 11:' 11 1.1·11·X·\·1 \ll·:J·., i'-11 11\". 1:1-.1·11-;1:1 >,\\"I I•· 

I'll\ 111.; 11«1<"· (IJI IS c"<dl.111·1.iJ 1«1· l-!«11:1111 Jl.l1·Ll1.1111L'·, L«1111.J. \\ll1l'll tl1c 
\'«Illig Ill.Ill '"IJ1f11·cl (()\\·Tl, l\1"\";11"<l 1·1'1<."ll11J .1 ictl1'I _,;11·i11g hi.' 11<>111<.' ll"<lllicl lie· 
1.1 l,L·11 u 1 ilc·s, I 11· u <LI Id 1L'J.':I1· 1I11· SI iJ.01.JO. :\ I u ;111 11-.1, \e't 1111 h1· f\L''.".!l"ll 's uil­
lc .. 1 gun - 1\k, I 1.111 ic ·, l.1tl ILT SL 111 .1 c I 1L·L k (, q· .'i_' .000 - .llld l hL· prokssor J1d 
] jl_l( k1~·L' I 1 i.-.: lit >llll'. 

1\ll 1l1nc· l'c.11·, htcT. J\.n·:ird '-' .s1ill lu1·i.-c11s -11111 11<"1\ .11 1\!cch.11111·. "Y.,11 
1ell l-111w.ml ilut I supp•11·1 him c"111plc·1clv," lw 1pl1l 111L·. '"fhc\' ~:11·e· him fi1c 
h'.ll"S f11r ;1 chclTV hn111h while 1 JW\· ll'e'l"c' h.1111J111g (Ill\ rvlcd.1ls oJ I-lon1)r J",:>I 
drof1J)111c; 11.11i:dm 011 civili:llls. I il1ink iltL' pl'oplc \\'ho shuulcl bl' in j:1il are die 
j)en1•lc 1vh.-, f11HSL'CUtecl hi111." 

Others ,ire less forc;i\·inc;. Hnl1 /\'ktc:1lf \\'as :1 27-ycar-o\d University Cit1 
lirL·111.111 u11 the 11ic;l1t ul die: R.O.T.C. lire, :1ml he :1rrived un un1pus to find 
",1 riot." Thi: pumpi.:rs "cuuld h:lVL' ~UltCll rh:ll fire OLJl when WC firs! sOl 
1 here," s.1ys Metc:ill, who is now the chief of thl' s~me fire dep.1nmem, "bm 
thn wouldn't let us do our ioh." To dismiss Mechanic's crime .1s "iust .1 
chc.rry bomb,'" he s.1ys, is lO dismiss rhe people who were its intended ra1 -
.~.et.s. "He could h:1ve kilb! 111e," hl' s.1v.,. 

Opinion is divided in Scnttsd:1lc tno, where Gary Tredway received more 
I han 1,.)00 vmes fu1· Ci1 y C(1L1 ncil. even while 1-low:ird Mee/ 1anic sat in pris­
on. I-I 1s supporters :irguc th:u the ch:1rit.1ble life he led over the past 2S years 
slinu/d 111itig:1te !tis pu11isl1111c·11l. Till' st:1re's cluptL'r uf Cun1111on C:1use has 
created ,1 Web site whl'1-e people can lug e:-:Jmplcs of Mechanic's good deeds. 
"He see111s w h:ive joylully sentenci:d himself w ::i life of community sen·­
ice," writes Dennis Burke, the: executive director of Arizona Common 
C:1usc. "It will be up m J judge to determine if tint lus been enough." 

Mech:inic's critics, 011 the other h.rn1l, Jrc f.ir more trnublecl by his more 
recellt activiries than by his ori~inal crime. A civic group known as \Xie Low 
S1:1Htsd:di:' l'ni111.s nu1 rh.11 rn1111111g fn1· 11fficc.undcr :111 assumed name is elec­
riun fraud, and th.n the ''snull group of friends" who mav have helped him 
L1hric.11c :1 n~sun1i:'· are guilty ul the s:1111e 1Jffe11Sc. 

"Our city should aggrcssivclv 1m1sccutc Gary Tn~dw:iy for false filinp, 
lr:wdulently collecting contributions, illeg:illy filing false p:ipers with the 
city and numerous other crimin.11 off.:nscs," says a stJtement issued by the 
group. "But Scottsdale must alsu :1ctively pursue the others in his group 
who ... conspired tn roh 0111" ci1i1:ens of rhcir votin::; rights.'" 

Mech:1nic may well bee ch:irges or c:rn1p:iig11 violations, StJte offici:ils have 
s.H<L Already he lus been ch.1rged with using :1 false Soci,11Security11u111be1 
to obtain :in Arizona driver's license, which c.:irries :i pemlty of up to 5 years, 
and 111.1ki11g .1 Ldsc sute111enl in the a~'~1lic:1tiun lur :1 passpun, which c:irries :1 
penalty of up to I 0 vears. 

As lur his original live-yl':ir prisun term, he is 111 :1 mc>st unusUJ! legal bind. 
Other Viernam-cr:1 fugitives !"led before thev were tried. Later sentence' 
were handed down in ~1 more forgiving tillle. K:itherine Ann Power served 
six year' for helping to rob a h:ink :rnd !~ill a pnl1n~ offic<'.r. Hern:irdinc Dohrn 
pleaded :;uilt y to :iggrav:nc:d b:nten· a11d iump111g bail, was fined $1,500 :rnd 
w.is pl.iu·d nn three ye~rs' prob:irton. Silas Bissell hid 101 17 ye.1rs, the11 
served l 1/i yc:irs at a federal ldhvay house for conspiring to bomb an 
R.OTC. L1uildin~ al a dirferL·nt c.::rnq,us. D:1vid Fine, whu planted a hP11w­
m:ide bomb :lt the University of Wisconsin 111 1970, killing a physicist, spi.:tll 
only d1rcT ye~rs in prison :1fter being c:iugln in I ~176. Only Howard Mechan­
ic faces :1 sentence meted our in a11orhcr era. He h:is rt111 nut of appeals. J-li.s 
use lus :il1·c:idy been he:1rd bv evc:rv court short of the Supreme Court. 
n 1e,1111ng his bes\. hup" - .ind 11 is .1 l"ng .shc"JI. - is ,1 1nesi1li.:11Li:d pardnn. 

D(\e'' lie 11ish he SLTVed Ll1c time Ill till' firs! ,~Lice, r .1ok·:d l1irn, and h:1V1' 
hc1.11 1!.-<11<' wirh :di 1111.s; 

l\I," 11 .. ·;,11";, L11·..::1u·:c he· 1•."<•til1l 1111t l1,11L· e111cr~1:1I ,1:; rhc pl'r·;o11 lie L" l1 «l:11 
l · 11 c: )"-·.11 ., . I 1e· ''·"'-', fi1ld I 111 ~. 11 11.h LI 1c l 1:11 L' ·'I" 11. '<11 Ii 1' \\ r1.' l, i' 111w_·I1 11.<l 1ge·1· 1' ' 
,1 2.2-vc:ir-(illl rlJ.111 i1 i:; tt.J ,1 S~-\·v.11·-(1LJ I-lei·.; :,11·t_}[J~lT 111 1\\', 111cirt..· :dJll· \(i 

l\L·:1i.11n lhl\ \[OJ"lll. 

'T111 11111·~«111.!,1" 1r1,· 111 'wl1.1l ii" 1111.· Iii«.:." l1c· '·w'. ··1>u1 I il1111L I 111.1•.lc 
rhL· r1J1; ,lc-1·1.,1,111 .1i LhL· t1111<_· "II 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR BETH NOLAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

KAY CASSTEVENS 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached please find a copy of a letter sent to the President from 
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA). 

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond directly 
to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of the 
response to the Office of Records Management, Room 72 Old Executive 
Office Building. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Courtney Crouch, 
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 2000 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

Thank you for your letter to the President recommending a 
commutation of sentence for Mr. Howard Mechanic. 

I have shared your concerns with the President and his other 
advisors, and you will receive a response in the near future. In 
the meantime, if I can be of assistance to you, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

7
) / 

(_ . 
/ A . / . .'. ,• ;l:ic.: ti !)itt/ tt't-<---· 

Kay Jsstevens 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Deputy Director for Legislative 
Affairs 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

ID# 434572 
PAGE 1 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/30/2000 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE BARBARA BOXER 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES INFORMATION ABOUT HOWARD MECHANIC AND REQUEST THE PRESIDENT TO 
CONSIDER TAKING APPROPRIATE ACTION 

ACTION 

ROUTE TO: ACTION DATE 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS CHARLES "CHUCK" ORG 2000/11/30 
BRAIN 

ACTION COMMENTS 

TYPE 
RESP 

/(( 

DISPOSITION 

c 
D 

~ 

COMPLETED 
YY/MM/DD 

o»fL/!I 
o 0 I d.-, :.1 ... J47 
·~·--'-'--

_/_/ __ 
ACTION COMMENTS:------------------- ____ _ 

ACTION COMMENTS: 

COMMENTS 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0 

REPORT CODES: 

ACTION CODES: 
A-APPROPRIATE ACTION 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION 
D - DRAFT RESPONSE 
F - FURNISH FACT SHEET 
I - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY 
R - DIRECT REPLY WI COPY 
S - FOR SIGNATURE 

_ /_/ __ _, __ / __ 

MEDIA: LETTER 

USER CODES: 

lNDIVIDUAL CODES: 

DISPOSITION CODES: 
A-ANSWERED 
B - NON-SEPC-REFERRAL 
C - COMPLETED 
S-SUSPENDED 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
TYPE RESP = INITIALS OF SIGNER 
CODE= A 
COMPLETED= DATE OF OUTGOING 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO 
RECORDS MANAGEMENT. 

··I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

ID# 434589 
PAGE 1 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/2000 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE ED PASTOR 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF HOWARD MECHANIC AND HIS PETITION FOR CLEMENCY 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACTION DATE TYPE c COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE VY/MM/DD RESP D VY/MM/DP. 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS CHARLES "CHUCK" ORG 2000/12/05 ¢.~ _! °':[12/!_1 ,v 
BRAIN 

-'-'--

-'-'-- -'-'--

COMMENTS 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0 

REPORT CODES: 

MEDIA: LETTER 

USER CODES: 

INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

ACTION CODES: 
A - APPROPRIATE ACTION 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION 
D - DRAFT RESPONSE 
F - FURNISH FACT SHEET 
I - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY 
R - DIRECT REPLY W/ COPY 
S - FOR SIGNATURE 

DISPOSITION CODES: 
A-ANSWERED 
B - NON-SEPC-REFERRAL 
C - COMPLETED 
S-SUSPENDED 

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
TYPE RESP = INITIALS OF SIGNER 
CODE=A 
COMPLETED= DATE OF OUTGOING 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO 
RECORDS MANAGEMENT. 

·~ ,,.._ 



ED PASTOR 
2D DISTRICT. ARIZONA 

PLEASE REPLY TO 

0 2465 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-0302 

(202) 225-4065 

COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITIEE ON 

ENEHGY AND WATER 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

TRANSPORTATION 

<!Congre!S!S of tbe ~niteb ~tate!S 
.J!}ou!)r of l\eprrgrntahbeg 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITIEE ON STANDARDS 
OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT 

CHIEF DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

November 27, 2000 

This letter is in support of Howard Mechanic and his petition for clemency. 

D 411 N. CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 150 

PHOENIX, AZ 85004 

(602) 256-0551 

D 2432 E. BROADWAY 

TUCSON. AZ 85719-6008 

(520) 624-9986 

0 281 W 24TH STREET, SUITE 118 

YUMA. AZ 85364-8546 

(520l 726-2234 

11111111111111111111111111111111 llll llll 
*434589* 

I, like many others, feel that he has served a sufficient amount of time incarcerated for the 
various offenses of which he's been convicted. But for his quest to continue as a good citizen 
activist for nearly thirty years in his newfound environment his identity may never have been 
revealed. 

This is not to condone his flight from incarceration, but rather to highlight the fact that his nature 
was being of one who believed in and still believes in what is right for his community and his 
country. Nothing more and nothing less. 

I urge you to deliberate fully and fairly in his petition and to find that the loss of freedom exacted 
thus far is enough. 

cc: Susan M. Kuzma, Esquire 
Deputy Pardon Attorney, USDOJ 

EP/rp 

Member of Congress 

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 2000 

Dear Representative Pastor: 

Thank you for your letter to the President recommending 
executive clemency for Howard Mechanic. 

I have shared your concerns with the President and his other 
advisors, and you will receive a response in the near future. In 
the meantime, if I can be of assistance to you, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Best wishes. 

The Honorable Ed Pastor 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Sincerely, 

· ... / / /7 1/ ) /dt- .{d,iiLC(tfj-U,c.~ 

Kay asstevens 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Deputy Director for Legislative 
Affairs 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR BETH NOLAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

KAY CASSTEVENS 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached please find a copy of a letter sent to the President from 
Rep. Ed Pastor (D-AZ). 

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond directly 
to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of the 
response to the Office of Records Management, Room 72 Old Executive 
Office Building. 

Thank you very much for your assistance ir. this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Courtney Crouch, 
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



FROM FILM POLICE PHONE NO. : 773 463 4010 

THOMPSON COBURN 

December 71 2000 

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq. 
Deputy Pea.Iden Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Office of the Pardo:rt Attorney 
500 First Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Re: Hawqrtl J.awzeoce MGbanic 

Dear Ms. Kuzma: 

Dec. 18 2000 11:46AM P3 

Tnoir.pso;1 Cob!zrn LLP 

ALtorne.vs m. [.flW 

One Fi.n;tar Pia:;:a 

St. Lcui~, Mis~ouri (';3101-1698 

,l l 4-552-6000 

FAX 3l•l·S52-7(J(JO 

"'"'"'·d~o:llp~on~oburn.c:com 

Thomas F. Eagleu;m 
314-552-6030 
FAX 314-552-7090 
.EMA.IL tt;i.gleton@ 
thompsom:obum.c:om 

On June 6, 2000, I WTOte the attached letter to you. I understand that Howard 
Mechanic ill seclcin.g a pa.rdoc. xather than a oon:unut.ation. 

I respect.fully 5uppor~ Howard Mechanic's request for a pardon for the same 
reasons as expresecd in my June 6, 2000 letter. 

TFE/kh 
Enclosure 



~SUPPORTERS OF 
HOWARD MECHANIC: 

4310 NORTH MOZART STREET 
CHICAGO, IL 60618·1528 

( 7 7 3) 
( 7 7 3) 

U. SA. 
463-4010 TEL 
463·4019 FAX 

EMAIL: philkoch@ix.netcom.com 
October '.) 1, 2000 

Ms. Meredith Cabe 
Room 128 
Oki Executi\'e Office Building 
The White llouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

RE: Howard Mechanic Petition for Clemency 

Dear Ms. Cabe: 

I am writing to plead the case of Howard Mechanic, "the last prisoner of the Vietnam War." Howard is an 
innocent man unjustly incarcerated in a federal prison in Arizona because of a politically charged case that 
occurred o\'cr thirty years ago at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo. Howard was charged with throwing a 
cherry bomb firecracker during an anti-war demonstration and was sentenced to five years in prison. The 
firecracker hit no one and caused no damage. The only prosecution witness was a police informant who has since 
died. A co-defendant, Larry Kogan, admitted in a N l3C Dateline sq,rrncnt (aired Tuesday, September 5, 2000) that 
in fact he, Larry, did it and that Howard did not do it! Mr. Kogan was sentenced to ninety days for the same 
offense by a different judge and was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981 ! Howard has always maintained his 
innocence. Howard's trial judge was a Nixon appointee who convicted I Inward under a super-strict, draconian 
Federal anti-demonstration law (the "I-I. Rap Brown act") designed to muzzle protesters. This is a clear case of 
miscarriage of justice. I loward has been a model citizen for t\vcnty-eight years in Arizona, volunteering numerous 
hours and donating personal funds for social justice, clean air, and water. If I loward's petition is successful, he will 
have served over a year in jail on this and related charges. Howard deserves full clemency (commutation and 
pardon) granted by the President. I urge you to visit www.hmvardmcchanic.org to learn more about this 
outstanding individual. Many of us believe that it is time to put the divisive events of the Vietnam War behind us 
and in the spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic's petition for clemency. 

President Clinton travels to Vietnam on Nov. 17. We think Howard's petition should be answered during 
that visit, as a demonstration of the United States' commitment to forgiveness and reconciliation with all 
combatants of the Vietnam era. We arc asking that President Clinton free "the last prisoner of the Vietnam 
War" at that time. 

Howard's supporters include the former U.S. Senator 'fom Eagleton of Missouri; Chancellor of Washin!:,'1:0n 
University, Mark S. Wrighton; Chancellor Emeritus William Danforth; The I lonorablc Patrick Dougherty, Missouri 
House of Representatives; Bill Ramsey, I luman Rights Action Service; Writer/Director Harold Ramis and many 
others. 

We understand that federal prosecutors in Missouri and Arizona have been on record as not opposed to a pardnn 
for I Inward. ("We all need to close this chapter. We ... \viii take a neutral position."-Michael Reap, l'irst Assistant 



- 2 - October 31, 2000 

m the St. I ,ouis Federal Prosecutor's Office.) We also understand that the U.S. Pardon Attorney at the U.S. 
Department of Justice in Washington is familiar with Howard's case and is considering Hnwar<l's petition. 
We arc asking for fifteen minutes of time with the President to present Howard Mechanic's case. 

f'ormcr Senator rlC1m Eagleton of Missouri: "/ strongly recommend that ... the Pre.<;ident commute his 
sentence to time served." 

Ms. Cabe, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and recommend clemency. 

Gratefully, 

{?~~4 
Phillip Koch 
Supporters of Howard Mechanic 

Cc: Ms. Beth Nolan, White House Counsel 
En els. 



October'.) 1, 2000 

Ms. Beth Nolan 
White House Counsel 
The White House 
West Wing, 211d Floor 

~SUPPORTERS OF 
HOWARD MECHANIC: 

4310 NORTH 
CHICAGO, 

MOZART STREET 
IL 60618-1528 

U. SA. 
( 7 7 3) 
( 7 7 3) 

463-4010 TEL 
463·4019 FAX 

EMAIL: philkoch@ix.netcom.com 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

RE: Howard Mechanic Petition for Clemency 

Dear Ms. Nolan: 

I am writing to plead the case of I-Inward Mechanic, "the last prisoner of the Vietnam War." I Inward is an 
innocent man unjustly incarcerated in a federal prison in Arizona because of a politically charged case that 
occurred over thirty years ago at Washington University in St. I ,ouis, Mo. Howard was charged with throwing a 
cherry bomb firecracker during an anti-war demonstration and was sentenced to five years in prison. The 
firecracker hit no one and caused no damage. The only prosecution witness was a police informant who has since 
died. !\ co-defendant, Larry Kogan, admitted in a NBC Dateline sq.,ttnent (aired Tuesday, September 5, 2000) that 
in fact he, Larry, did it and that Howard did not do it! Mr. Kogan was sentenced to ninety days for the same 
offense by a different judge and was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981 ! Howard has always maintained his 
innocence. I Iowan.l's trial judge was a Nixon appointee who convicted Howard under a super-strict, draconian 
r•'cdcral anti-demonstration law (the "H. Rap Brown act") desih'l1ed tn muzzle protesters. This is a clear case of 
miscarriage of justice. Howard has been a model citizen for twenty-eight years in Arizona, n>lunteering numerous 
hours and donating personal funds for social justice, clean air, and water. If I loward's petition is successful, he will 
have served over a year in jail on this and related charges. I toward deserves full clemency (commutation and 
pardon) granted by the President. 1 urge you tu visit \V\Vw.hmvardmechanic.org to learn more about this 
outstanding indi,·idual. Many of us believe that it is time to put the divisive events of the Vietm.m War behind us 
and in the spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic's petition for clemency. 

President Clinton travels to Vietnam on Nov. 17. We think Howard's petition should be answered during 
that visit, as a demonstration of the United States' commitment to forgiveness and reconciliation with all 
combatants of the Vietnam era. We arc asking that PresiJent Ointon free "the last prisoner of the Vietnam 
War" at that time. 

1-lowarJ's supporters incluJc the former U.S. Senator 'H.>m Eagleton of Missouri; Chancellor of Washington 
University, Mark S. Wrighton; Chancellor Emeritus William Danforth; The Honorable Patrick Dougherty, Missouri 
House of Representatives; Bill Ramsey, Human Rights Action Service; Writer/Director 1 lamld Ramis and many 
others. 

We understand that feJcral prosecutors in Missouri and Arizona ha\'e been on rccorJ as not opposed to a pardon 
for Howard. ("We all need to close this chapter. We ... will take a neutral position."-Michacl Reap, First Assistant 
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in the St. I ,ouis Federal Prosecutor's Office.) We also understand that the U.S. Pardon Attorney at the U.S. 
Department of Justice in Washington is familiar with Howard's case and is considering Howard's petition. 
We are asking for fifteen minutes of time with the President to present Howard Mechanic's case. 

Former Senator 'l(Jm Eagleton of Missouri: "/strongly recommend that ... the President commute his 
sentence to time served." 

Ms. Nolan, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and recommend clemency. 

Gratefully, 

/~ 
Phillip Koch 
Supporters of Howard Mechanic 

En els. 



Mart S. Whghron 
OwicdJoc 

Mr. Roger C. Ada.ms, Esq. 
United States Departinent of Justice 
Oflico of the Pardon Attorney 
500 First Street. NW, Sui to 400 
Washington~ DC 10530 

.} . ..;.ne: 13, 2000 

Re: Homed Lawrence Merhanj~ Req. No. 449~ 

Dear Mr. Ad~= 

s ~: ........... ··-······ 

Attorneys for Howa.rl Mechanic, who U. now serving a five-year pmon 
term in~ have asked WashirlltOn Universir.y to support hit request for 
commutation of bis sentence and rclea::se on parole for a federal crime committi!d 
during a demon.st.ration on our campU3inMay1970. The crime coo.sisted of 
throwing a powerful firecracker in the vicinity of police and fire authorities 
who had been summoned tc• the scene of the disturbance. 

Very shortly aft.er th.a} demonstration, Mr Mechanic was also ~ 
and ultimately convicted in St. Lou.is County Circuit Court for civil and ~tl 
ccntempt of a temporary rei~& ~·d~. The temporary rutrain.ing order 
had been obtained by Waghington Univonity sevoral months earlier to prohib~~: 
his participation in :my demonstrati0ll8 obstruct~t the Univtteity's norma.l 
operations. He was sentenced to a &:!·month term of imprisonm~nt as a result 
of that conduct, KSer:tially the 3ame conduct giving rise to Uie federal 
indictment. We believe Wa..1hingtoo University's intereits, and the interests 
of jU8tic:e more generally, w·~ fully served by that prior punishment and we 
support com.mutation ofhi3 ~~ond sentence aristn(! ~m the federal pros~cution 
for the sam@ eventa. 

~'aingror. t:' ruvt:nii CY 
Campos Box 1192 
One Broobngs Orm 
St Loo!s, Mmol:r. 6HJ:J ~899 
{lli-~ 935·5100 
F.-.X: (31i} 935 ·P-H 



·•e believe that commutauon of h.i~ 
.. ~d his rel~:-ise ,.,.r: :Ja!'Cle W::ll help 
~ .:jnd us and aid .:..; t.n ::-eaching 
.:.J.t happened three decace..s ago. 

~J 

.J. Audrey Flmaig 
· ~ Thomas M. HoidaL Esq. 

~- Roger C. Adams, l:s.q. 
June-1:>. 2'.'l()O 

Pa:;c 2 

~ '-Ime he has already 
.. tit years in America':· 
vi.th a time of n.ition .J 



'T'HOMP-SON COB1JRN 

June 6, 2000 

Susan M_ Kuzma, Esq. 
D~puty P:irdon Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 
500 First Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C 20530 

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic 

Dear Ms. Kuzma: 

Thompson Coburn LL[ 

Atrorneys at Law 

One: Firstar Plaza 

St. Louis, Missouri. 63101-1693 

J l ~-552-6000 

F:\X 3l4-552-7000 

...,....,,,. rhorn psoncob um. com 

Thomas F. Eagk:ron 
314-552-6030 
f,'\X 314-552-7030 

/1 
I 

First, ii I may, let me give you some background as to my motivation in writing this 
letter to you. 

I served in the United States Senate from 1968 to 198 7 _ I ran for the Senate as an 
"anti-Vietnam war'' Democrat_ When elected, I was active in the multi-year debate over c1ur 
military presence in Vietnam. During those years of turmoil and protest, I spoke at various 
college and university campuses, including Washington University. Then Chancellor Thomas 
Eliot called me and invited m.e to speak at a big outdoor rally. He. said, "I think your presence 
might give the protesting students a chance to let om some steam in a constructive manne::r." 1 

As pa.rt of the overall Senate debate on the Vi~tnam war, thase of us who opposed it 
woulri raise, from time to time, the widely disparate semences being handed out by federal 
judges_in dillerent p_arts of the country for Vietnam related offenses. As T recall it, judgesli.ri the 
Eastern District of Missouri were handing out much more severe sentem:es for identical r • 
0ffenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact, the wide variation in federal 
sentences for Vietnam related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to 

pass the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute. 

With the foregoing as bacJr~ound, let me address the Howard Mechanic matter in 
particular. 

t By the way, I just retired as a Professor at Washingrnn University. I taL1.ght there --- incli1ding a 
seminar on the Vietnam war--· after leaving th~ Senate: in 1987. 
(4l7!52 



June 6, 2000 
Page 2 

1 do not know nor have I ever met Howard Mechanic. It is my understanding that he 
has submitted an application for a commutation of his five year prison sentence imposed in the 
United States District Coun for the Eastern District of Missouri in 1970. Mechanic was 
convicted of a violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly thro'Wi.ng a large 
firecracker during a demonstration at the ROTC building on the campus of Washington 
University. He was apparently the first person prosecuted and convicted under this statute. 

While the demonstration at Washington University resulted in ;l fue at orre of the 
ROTC buildings, it is my understanding that Mechanic was never charged with any type of 
arson, or with bamiing anyone, or with any danuge to property. ,

1 

/' 

I am. aware that Mechanic failed to report to serve the sentence imposed in 1970 and 
was a fugitive for nearly 30 years. While I certainly do not condone a citizen failing to abide by 
a court order to report to serve a sentence, I think we need to keep in mind that the times were 
different then and Mechanic was a 22-year old college student. I am aware that Mechanic's co­
defendant, Lawrence Kogan, was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981. Mr. Kogan,· convicted 
for a simihir offense, was given a probation sentence at the time of his conviction in 1970, as 
opposed to the maximum .five years imprisonment which Mechanic received. The disparity in 
their treatment alone, I believe, would call for the exercise of clemency by the President. 

It is my understanding that Mechanic has lived a law-abiding and productive life in 
Arizona and has contributed to the community through participating in ballot initiatives and 
other public service activities. Indeed, it appears that his political activities may have lead to 
his disclosure as a federal fugitive and his voluntary surrender. 

I have also been told that Mechanic has been charged with certain new violations in 
Federal Court in Phoenix relating to the concealment of his identity. The United States 
District Coun for the District of Arizona will ultimately hear those m::i.tters and they should 
not interfere with the decision of the President on commutation of the St. Louis conviction. 

The Vietnam war was a terrible low point in our na.tion's history because it divided our 
country so profoundly and caused thous.ands of people, young and old,, to questicm the" 
legitimacy of our government. The war was an incredibly divisive issne that drove a w~dge 
through the spirit of our nation. Long ago, our nation attempted to heal some wound-5 by 
granting general amnesty to those who had evaded the Vietnam war by fleeing to Can~da. I 
view the Mechanic matter as a 30 yeaJ old leftover from the war and another wound that 
should also be he.a.led. 

1417152 
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Tbe:.­
receive fa~-; 
his sent~~ 

TFEJkh 

1417152 

-- recommend that Howard Me:chanic's applicat[on 
--~epartment of Justice and that the President commute 

_ cctfully sublUltted, 

i 
I 



Cartn l{evard 
Prnressor nf English F111eritus. Washingt(111 Uni,·crsity 

N<~ S Pn" hi n g A vc. 
St. Louis. 1\10 6.\1.\0 

(.\1-1-) 727-'>.\)S 

l'vlr. RPgLT C. Ada111s. l~sq. 

OllicL· pf the Pardo11 AttonlL'\' 

U.S. lkpart111ent of Justice 
)00 First St. NW 

Washington. D.C. 20)30 
( 202) h 16-6070 

.Julv 2S. :?,{)()(} 

Re: Howard Mechanic Petition for Commutation of Sentence Request No. 44998-008 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

In I 972. my wife anJ I had put up our s mal I house ar 920 Bermuda Avenue as guarantee fur the bai I of 

Howard Mechanic du1ing his appeal of conviction fur throwing a cherry homb toward the firemen attempting 

to put out the ROTC-building fire on the Washington University campus. When he did not show up ro begin 

serving the five years to which he was sentenced. the bail money of ten thousand dollars was forfeited. and we 

had to raise money to pay it. We were lucky to have many friends who helped us. but it did cost us. 

I write. therefore. as an "aggrieved party .. in the case. and my reason for writing is to express my firm suppon 

for commutation of his sentence. My grounds for suppo11ing it are as follows. First. I believed in 1970-72. and 

still believe today. that Howard Mechanic was convicted on. at besr. shaky evidence for what. at worst. was a 

small misdeed. Second. after conviction. he \vas given a sentence (five years in prison) far more severe than 
others convicted for the same alleged acts. and far more than such acts deserved: we are not speaking of 

manslaughter. arson. or mayhem here. but or throwing a firecracker that hit no one. Third. he has led an 

exemplary life since 1972. and fro111 all accounts I have seen has been a model citizen of his community. 

His act. moreover. took place in a historical cuntext that needs lo be considered: the national tur111oil O\tT the 

Vietnamese war. Many people. Hmvard included it seems. had come to view this as the unconstitutional '' ag­

ing of a misjudged and badly conducted war. and considered it their moral duty to protest as strongly and 

loudly as possible against the continuanu: uf it. The protest which broke out on the night in question \\as a 

response tu the shooting or students at Kent State by troops or the National Guard. and to the dekn'>e of that 

shooting by those wh<l. as wa'> believed by the prote'>ling students at Kent State and by those at Washington 

University. were prolonging the Vietna111ese war for their own political purpo.ses (pri111arily. re-election <ll 

Richard Nixon t!> the prc..,idency). The prnk'>t see111ed tu th<>'>L' engaging in it an act or patriotis111 co111parablc 

to tho.se hy the A111erican coloni'>h in 177')-h. However naive and fooli.'-h this 111ay have heen. the prnlc"h 

were sincere and wne engaged in hy '.IU<knh who believed they were ;1cting in the way A111eric;111" ought 10 

;1ct l<l 1ippme the rcprc,.sive aLll!ilh !li :1 ~ll\Clllllle11t 11sing ih secret p<llice to keep the111 frn111[11'1lte'.lin~111· 

p11nislt tlic111 11,r d!lill'.! ii 

Th:11 \\;11 1s l!lll'.! (l\L'I. :11111 ii 1" 11111c 111 c11d Ilic pu11i.sli111L·111 id i\111eric:111 ci1i1en.s l!lr the irriL1li11.'.! h111 rcl:1li\'L·ly 

111tl1a1111'ul pn'IL'\l;1Ll11111.s durin'.! 1iia1 p;111 11f :\111cric;111 111.sl()ry. h'r111er Se11at()r Da11lorll1. describing 111' L1111-

L·iw,11,11, ;1h•llll :1Ll11111, 111:11kd111 1l1c lic·1·., 1k-:11l11,Jcl1ildrL·11. \\11111c11. ;111d 111L·11 in liiL· lh;111clt l);1\1di:1111_11111 

1H11111d ,Ji \\,1"" 1·1111111.1.l/1 •.I 111.11 1>111· iii 111,.· 11111111_· k ·'"lh 111~ il11.'\\ !111111 lilL' lll\L',li~:1ll1lll \\;I\ 1111\'. 11111' 11 11.11·111 



l·111ild hl· C:lll\ed h; \lll:tll 111i.-;_j11d~111e111\ ('illllj'1'llllikd l1y (il\L'lllj' 11l 1li1..· J1l1111dn.". 11..·1 ill' did llUI .Hh \lC:llL' 

-.,e\cre p1111ish111en1 or lhil\l' f:'.llilly ul SllL'll 111i-.,111dg111e111 ill' ((l\1..'lllj'. h111 11111k1 1111i1111..·d qu1..·-.,1iu11i11:; hy Se11;1l1ll 

Sp1..·c1cr (\\'1111111 I li;1\1..' r1..·L'e111ly \L'ell 1111 C-Sp:111l--sp11kl· r1l\ llSi11g jll'll..,\'\ llltlll:tl dt\(l°L'!lllll N< rr Ill Ir: :111d J'llll 

i:-.11 1h1..·-;e g11ve1111111..·n1:d "L'1tlprit-;" lur 111i-;111dg1111·111-; ;111d _-;11h-.,1..·q111..·111c1ll1k1..·1i1111111· 1111-.,k:1d111g sl1,1i1·.., :1hn111 

\\li:11 li:1ppe11cd ur did 11PI li:1pp1..·11. Ir ;1 "111i111ll· 1:1H Lt\\ :1..·1 ... (;1:-. S1..·11;1tu1I);1111'P111i1kscrih1..·d tile PL'l\1111 in ljllL'c.­

liP11J l':lll Ji1..·n1..·iil rn1111 jlr<l\1..'L'lllllri:tl di-;1_TL'li\lll Ill :I L':l..,1' i1111'11 i11:: .\\l 111:111\ d1·:t1'1". Sil lll\l\'il ll;tfillll;tl 11':111111:1. 

; 111 ii L; I LI s 111 g .'.11 L' Ii l': 11 i ( i \ 11 l ; l h\l ll I 11 ll' .c: 1 l \ l' I I I I I li..' 111. ii : 11..· 111 11 I'-> i I l\ I ii I 1..' t I . \ \ Ii: (; 1111 l il I "111..· Ii ii Is (I 1..' I I(} 11 J 1( : ii I 1 )\\ 1..' d I (l 

:111 "1111i11q1ll1t:1111 u111k1:,;r;1du:1il' .. ill\111\·ed i11 l111ili-.,J1 '111111PI1k:1dl: heli:1\ lill d111111g 11i1..· hu111i11g <'I . .1 hu1ld111g 

hy llliicr p1..·upk".1 S1..·11:11ur Sp1..·c1er L'uuld L'c11:1inly ilah· :11gued 11i:11 1l1e u111seq11c11L·1..·s 111' f:'.<'\L't11111e111;li l'O\L'lllJl 

Ill' 11i1..· \V;1u1 :1l'lill11\ led dir1..'L'lly 10 Ilic 111urdn<'ll\ h<'111hi11g i11 < >kl:1ho111:1 Cilv :1 \1..·;1r L11n. hul 111..·i1l1n 111..·. llllr 

l11dqic11dc111 Counsel Da11rur1l1. clH1s1..· lo prc-.,s 1h1..· ;11·gu111cnl c\1'l1e11ly. :1.-; liicy 111igl11 rc;1-.,<'11:1hly li;1\l' do111..·. 

Spc;11\.i11g ;1-., ;111 ";1ggri1..·v1..·d p:111y ... I 11t'i 11111: :-.;1111p11r1 c11111111u1:11i1111 ill' I IP\1 :ml 1\ k1..·k1111l··, _,1..·1111..·111..·1..·. I \\1111ld 

like 111 sec 11111-;ccut11ri:d dh1:rctio11 11:-.1..·d tu dn111 :111y lur1hcr L'il:trf;es ag:1i11:-.t ili111. 111\11..·11 11i l1is C\1..'111pl:1ry l1k 

si11ee I LJ72 I tili111\. Ill' slio11ld k1ve -.,1:1:1..·d and served 1111..· :-.rn11..·11L'1..' .ltid!;C i\lncditl1 g;t\C l1i111. hut (l1il: h1..·c:1us1..· 

it would h:1vc put Hu\vard \lll tile iligll 111oral grou11d. :1s l\.larti11 Lulhn J-..;i11g :111d N1..·lso11 l\1:111dcla :-.;IH1\vcd 

Fvc11 S(l. he has hcli:1vcd. in all rcsrccls cxcq11 his 111is1udgcd \v;1ys ol pr(l11..·s1i11g. and his pa111cki11g :111d ru11-

11i11g away. as ;1 g1H1d A111crica11 ci111c11 should :1c1. His :1c1io11s h:1vc cosl 111c so111c 111uncy :111d co11:-.;idcrahlc 

\\·orry. hul the actions of our presidents a11d th1..·ir ad111inistratiu11s rrn111 I LJ~-1- to J ll72 cust 1111..· a11d all citi7.1..·1is (lr 

thi:-- country. and ur other eou11trics. L1r lllmc in 111oncy :111d in 111iscry than c:111 n·cr he 111adc up. l\.l\l1nwcr. ii 

.101111 MeC:1i11 could go to Vic111:1111 :111d try t(l n:eo11eilc \\ ilh the rc11plc lii1..TC. sur1..·ly prnsc1..·u1urs c;111 d(l SOl1lt'­

thi11g co111parahlc wilh A111criean citi1cns here. 

This was a11 iJcalislic young 111a1i. :1 sludcnl \\·110 1lrnugh1 lie \v;1s doing :-.1H11c1hi11g good ;rnd uscl'ul. 1hough it 

111ay have been stupid anJ in nli11or ways h:1r111l\tl to Pthcr-.,. :111d was certainly in ;1 111ajor \vay har111rul to hi111-

sclr. as it turned out His alleged thniwing or a llrccr:1cl\.cr did nn phy-;ic:d harn110 ;rnyP111..'. :111d all partic.'-' 

agree that he did not destroy the ROTC building He c;1111c ;1.s :1 srcclator. h1..· prnhahly jeered ;rnd hU(l\:.'d. hul 

hasicallv the 111ost he was convicted ol doing \\as throwing a lirccrackcr which hurt no one 

I-le is nO\V a n1aturc 111;111 who thy aJl tJic ;1ceou11ts ha\l' seen) h;1-., Jived. while "u11dcrgrnu11d" rur lllUrC tiLlll 

l\vc111y years. i11 ju:--1 lhc way :1 univcrsi1y truslec or chanccllur would lil\.c hi.'-' 1lr li1..·r so11 to behave_ I sec 1111 

good. and real har111. in using rrnscu1torial disuuion :1g:1i11:--1. r:11hcr 1ha11 l'or. l-l11\\;rn.l l\.kchani1..· 1Th;11 li:1r111. 

hcJievc. wiJJ include ;1 further Souring or public [ll'ICCfllio11 or lhe LJ.S gc1VCrtlllll'lll--Ccllll[l;\r;1hlc to lhl' SOllrllli; 

that rcsuilcd 1101 111crcly rrn111 its aclio11s hd11rL' ;111d dur111g the tr:1gcdy in \.VauJ. hul rro111 ih lain k;1rlul or 

\'indictivc rdus;d lo he orcn ;111d lrulhlul ;1hrn11 lhmc ;1ctirn1s J ."\11d u1111r;11iwise. I sec rc:il g(l(1d. ;111d 1111 li:m11. 

in u:--ing that discretion lor hi111. hcc;1usc lie h;i." earned lrnirncy hy the lik lie h:1s li\'cd. He li;1s slH1\\ll hy Ilic 

qu;Jlity or his liJc the sinccrily or hi:-- pn>lesl. lic1\\CVer lllisguidcd. \ViliL'il g11I hi Ill 11110 tillS \'Cly h;1cJ '.;itu;1tio11-­

rro111 which I ho[lC he 111ay vet he givc11 Ilic gr:1cc to pull liim'->ell ;1nd li\c ;1 p1od11c1ive lik ;1s Ilic g()(id cil11cn 

he really is. 

Y()urs si11ccrclv. 

< ·:1rln l\1..·v:11 cl 

I '11 1 k"-., c lf c ii I "11 !c I i , I 1 I ·. 11 11_· 1 1111' 

\\';1,!1111.!..'lilll IJ111\l'1.ll\'. SI l.tllll" 



JOSEPH L. ADAMS 
MAYOR 

June 23, 2000 

Mr. Roger C. Adams 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 
U. S. Department of Jusrice 
500 First St. NW 
Washington, D.D. 20530 

Dear Mr. Adams, 

OFFICS OF THE MAYOR 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY 

6801 DELMAR BLVD. 
UNIVERSITY CITY, MO 63130 

(314) 862~767. ext. 206 
FAX: (314) 863-9146 

Please find enclosed a copy of a resolution passed by the City Council of 
University City on June 19, 2000, We support a commutarion of Howard 
Mechanic's sentence. 

If you have any further questions, pleas(? do not hesitate to contact. m~. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Marl< Wrighton, Chancellor - Washington University 
~e M. Roger, HMCSG-STL 

enclosure 
JLA:lkm 



City of 
university 

~ 6801 Delmar Boulevard, Universlry City, Missouri 63130, Phone: (314) 862-6767. Fax: (314) 8G3-9146 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, Howard Mechanic was convicted of throwing a cherry bomb 
firecracker, which hit no one and caused no damage, at the sire of the burning ROTC 
building at Washington University during an anti-Vietnam war protest on May 4, 
1970; and 

WHEREAS, we believe justice and reconciliation are be~t served by reduction of 
Howard Mechanic's unduly harsh five year sentence, imposed during a turbulent time 
in U.S. history, and immediate release on parole, based on his co-defendant's lesser 
sentence and on his twenty eight year life as a productive citizen. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of University 
City, Missouri, supports Howard Mechanic's petition for the commutation of 
sentence. 

ADOPTED this 19'11 day of June, 2000. 

w ·n w . u n I v "'I r - 1 , 'f ~ 1 ~ y m o. o r g 



0 
p I 

10201 Wear Pico Boulevard 

June I, 2000 

President William Jefferson Climon 
The White House 
I 600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mister President, 

c 
c T 
Buildln9' 12 

E A. N 
u R E s 

Lo6 Anqele6 CA goo35 tel: JIO J6g 0093 

I am a film director and screenwriter and long-time supporter of your administration. 
Now I am writing co seek your help in correcting a serious miscarriage of justice. As an 
alumnus of Washington University in Saint Louis and a member of the Board of 
Trustees, I am adding my voice to those urging clemency for Howard Mechanic, now 
serving a five-year sentence in Federal prison for an offense that occurred more than 30 
years ago during a student protest on the Washington U. campus immediately following 
the shootmgs at Kent State. 

In the midst of an angry student demonstration, the ROTC building was set on fire and it 
is alleged that Howard Mechanic threw a "cherry bomb" at fireman baLLling the blaze. 
Howard served six months on state charges for his alleged involvement and was then 
sentenced to five years in Federal prison for the same offense, the firsr application of the 
"Rap Brown rider" to the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Rather rhan serve more jail 
time for an act he still maintains he did nor commit, Howard fled and started a new life. 
Over the ensuing 28 years, Howard distinguished himself in business in Arizona, starred 
a family, championed numerous ~nvironmentaJ issues and social causes, and became so 
respected in the liberal community that he finally agreed to nm for a city council seat in 
Phoenix. When he confided his real past co a local journalist doing pre-election 
coverage, he was exposed and now sirs in federal prison facing a five year sentence and 
hoping that you will see the injustice in his situation and grant clemency. (As a point of 
reference, another defendant, Larry Kogan was charged with exactly the same offense 
and received a sentence of ninety days, three years probation w1d a $3000 fine.) 

Beyond hi& guilt or innocence (and there is good reason to believe Howard Mechanic was 
falsely accu:;ed) the larger issue here is whether, after all these years and all we have 
suffered a~ a nation because of the war in Vietnam, do we still need to ex.act this cruel 
retribulion on a man who has in every respect proven himself over the las! thirty years co 
be a responsible, compassionate, productive and law-abiding citizi!n? 



The political events of the l 960's polarized this country and most of its colleges and 
universities in dramatic and unprecedented ways and students everywhere responded with 
perhaps imemperate but sincere passion. Given the perspective of informed hindsight, I 
think it is time to at long last put lho~e divi:;ive times behind us and, in the spirit of 
reconciliation and forgiveness, granc Howard Mechanic a commutation of his sentence. 

Sincerely, 

t+J~ 
Harold Ramis 



WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING 

"Thi11y years later. justice should he tempered with mercy. At Mechanic's trial. the evidence against him was 

weak. The events the night of the fire were chaotic. Co-defendant Larry Kogan served 90 days before being 

placed on probation. Another student, .Joel Achtenberg. was acquitted after a new trial. Mechanic didn't injure 

anyone that night. and in the intervening years, he's heen a model citizen who seemed to sentence himself to a 

lifetime of community service. A fugitive can't he allowed to walk away free. But surely a deal can be worked 

out where Mechanic serves a lighter sentence, possibly on the same order as his co-defendant. Then, perhaps, 

Mechanic will be free of the burden of his past and his debt to society." 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial, February 2000 

"It's tempting to look at all the mistakes and crimes committed by Mechanic and to rush to judgment. We 

shouldn't do that, however, without first considering the context in which all of these actions occurred. And con­

sidering that context. we conclude that Mechanic should not be made to serve five years in federal p1ison for his 

initial crime nor face anything stiffer than fines for all illegal acts stemming from the first ... These were 

undoubtedly turbulent times and authorities clearly wanted to send a message with this law and Mechanic's con­

viction and sentence. Now, however. we can have that all-imp011ant context and can reason that this sentence 

was far too harsh ... Perhaps passions were too heated 10 years ago to ensure a prop011ional sentence. That was 

then. however. This is now." 

The Arizona Republic, Editorial, February 2000 

"'Mechanic should go free and the feds should stop wasting their time on this non-case. It is not justice to go 

after Howard Mechanic - it's stupidity." 

Jana Bommersbach, Commentator, Channel 3 TV, Phoenix. Arizona, September, 2000 

"'There is much to suggest that convicting Howard Mechanic or this law had less to do with justice than with 

sending a message to the campus hellions of the time ... If there was any theme to the tumultuous '60s and '70s, 

it was this: overreaction. The Civil Obedience Act of 1968 was just one tangihlc manifestation or this. In 2000, 

however. we need not succumb to the same passions." 

0. Ricardo Pimentel, columnist, The Arizona Republic, February, 2000 

''He should pay a fine and serve probation and get on with his life." 

Joe Evans, Vice Chancellor in charge of campus security at Washington University from 1969 to 1990 

Quoted in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 2000 

"I think Howard's already punished himself enough." 

Hoh Metcalf, tireman who was on the scene in 1970 



BOBBY L. RUSH 
F111sr 016TRICT, ILi INOIS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of lhe United Srates 
The White:: House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

RE: Commutation for Howard Mechanic 

Dear President Clinton: 

October 26, 2000 

I am writing to you on behalf of Howard L. Mechanic, who has filed a Petition for Commutation 
of Sentence:: with the U.S. Pardon Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice. I urge you to support 
and approve Mr. Mechanic's petition that the Office of the Pardon Attorney will be submitting to 
you for action. 

As the Petition states, Mr. Mechanic is currently in federal prison outside Phoenix Arizona 
where he is serving a five-year sentence for conviction on charges stemming from an anti-war 
demonstration that occurred on the Campus of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 
the night of May 4, 1970. Although Mr. Mechanic has maintained his innocence, he was 
convicted and sentenced to five years in Federal Prison for throwing a cherry bomb (fire cracker) 
during a fire that broke out at the ROTC building on the Washington University Campus that 
night. The incident took place following a peaceful demonstration of students responding to tho 
tragic killings earlier that day at Kent State in Ohio. 

After losing several legal appeals, and fearing for his physical safoty in federal prison, Mr. 
Mechanic made a difficult choice ofleaving his family and friends to go "underground' in 1972, 
rather than serve the five-year sentence. Instead, he assumed a new identity and relocated to the 
Phoenix, Arizona, where he lead a quiet, yet active and productive life as Gary Treadway for the 
following 28 years. Mr. Mechanic earned a reputation as a socially responsible entrepren~ur 
who generously donated both his time and money to support environmental justice, campaign 
finance reform, and other social issues. Mr. Mechanic was a co-founder of the Clean Elections 
Institute, and was active in the successful cumpaign in Arizona to pass one of the only statewide 
election finance reform laws. 



\ 

Mr. Mechanic may be among rhc lo.st of the U.S. political casualties of the Vietnam War. His 
case is significant. Mr. Mechanic served six months on state charges for his alleged 
involvement in the May 4 incident at Washington University, and was then sentenced to five 
years jn federal prison for the so.me offense. Thus, he became the first person ever convicted 
under the "Rap Brown Rider,' of the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Yet, a review of the facts 
in Mr. Mechanic's case shows that his co-defondant, Mr. Larry Kogan, now a social worker in 
St. Louis Missouri, who was charged with the same offense, received a 90-day sentence, three 
year probation, and a $3,000 fine. Ultimately, President Ronald Reagan purdoned Mr. Kogan in 
1981. 

You and I both remember the political events and climate of the late l 960's and eady l 970's. In 
some ways, that era, which included the dvil rights movement, and tho anti-war movement, 
played a role in our decisions to pursue public service. Those years polarized much of our 
country, especially the students on America's colleges and universities. 

As you close out your presidency, I ask you to once again show your lt::adership and commitment 
to recon1,;iliation and forgiveness. Mr. President, the case of Howard Mechanic offers another 
chance to put these divisive times behind us. I urge you to approve Howard Mechanic's Petition 
for Con:unutation of Sentence. Your action will allow him to return to his family and 
community, so that he may continue to champion the so~ial agenda that you and I have worked 
together on during ·these last eight years; which has been to promote equity and equality for all 
Americans. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Ex-fugitive pleads guilty of charges 
related to his flight from law in 1972 
Prosecutors now will not 
fight Howard Mechanic's · 
request to leave jail early 

. BY TIM O'NEIL 
Of the Posl·Dispa:ch 

Howard L. Mechanic, who went 
underground 28 ye.an; ago ra.ther 
than serve prison rime for throwing 
a cherry bomb during an anti~war . 
riot at Washington University, 
pleaded guilty to related charges 
Wednesday in Phoenix.. 

A spokeswoman for Mechanic, 
52, said the plea agreement worked 
out with prosecutors will allow him 
to concentrate upon seeking a pres­

. ideatial commutation of· his· origi­
nal five-year term He began 
serving it in February _upon the un­
raveling of his longtime alias as 
Gary Tredway of Scor:rsclale, Ariz., 
owner of a mail-order he.alth food 
business and social activist. 

The deal includes agreement by 
the U.S. attorney's office in St 
Louis to take no position oa Me-. 
chanic's request to President Bill 
Clinton. Michael Reap, first assist­
ant in the federal prosecutors of­
fice here, saJ.a the goal wu to 
"maintain the integrity of the jus­
tice system." 

''We felt it was appropriate that 
Mr. Mechanic acknowledge some 
contrition for the events since his 
original conviction," Reap said. 

In October 1970, a U.S. Distrii;r 

Coun jucy here convicted him of 
interfering with authorities during 
a civil disorder - specifically, of 
throwing a cherry bomb at fire. 
tighten during the riot on Mzy 5, 
1970, when the Air Force ROTC 
building at Washington University 
was burned. 
Mechanic said 
he never threw 
anything. 

At the time, 
Mechanic was a 
senior ·rrom 
suburban 
Cleveland who 
was active in 
protests against 
che Vietnam Mechanic 
War. Io May Seekingp11Sidentia/ 
1 9 7 2 , h e comm!ftation 
jumped bail rather than begin 
serving time. 

On Wednesday in Phoenix, Me­
chaaic pleaded guilty of Calling to 
appear for the sentence and of 
falsely obtaining a passport in 
1997, bqth felonies. U.S. District 
Judge Roger Strand imposed an 
agreed-upon sentence of four 
months in prtson, plus a SS,000 
fine, on the failure to appear, and 
set Sept 21 for seniencing on the 
second plea. Prosecutors dropped a 
third charge of fal.sely obcaining a 
Social Security card. 

The naw rour mont'.b5 would b• 
concurrent, or served with the cur­
rent prison term. The deal pro­
poses probation and another $5,000 
fine on the passport offense_ 

About 30 supporters of Mechanic 
attended the hour-long hearing. 
A$a Hardt, his spokeswoman in 

Phoenix, said Mechanic began the 
hearing· by expressing regrec for 1 

lying to people in Scottsdale and 
cutting himself off from. friends ' 
and relatives diiring his yeats on 
the lam. · 

Hardt said he apologi7.ed specifi­
cally to Caner Revard, profes.50r 
emeritus of English at Washington 
University, who put his house up as · 
part of Mechanic's appeal bond in 
1971. . . . 

While Mechanic awaits word 0 

from Clint.tin, he will remain an in- : ' 
mate .at a medimn-.security federal 
prison in Florence, Ariz. 

Commutation is a presidehtial 
prerogative, and the federal tradi· 
-on is to seek the opinion of the 

prosecutor's· office that obWned 
the original conviction.. Now that 
Mechanic pleaded guilty, said 
Reap, ''We will respond, as we 
have ~d, and will rake a neu- : 
tral etion.." -

Reap added: "There is a histori­
cal perspective here, and other 
presidents have issued pardons ; 
and commutations in Vietnam-era 
cases. We all ne€d to close this 
chapter." · 1 

i: ani.c fled to the Southwest 
in 1972 and obtained identification 
using his alias in 1976. He main· 
tained bis secret until January, 
when he dropi;>ed his campaian for 
a seat on the Scottsdale Cty Coun· 
cil after having to concede to a lo- • 
cal newspaper that he had lied· 
about his binbplace, family and ed­
ucation. He surrendered to federal 
marshals on Feb. 10. 

E-m;iil: tohall@poir>tnat.com 
Phone: 114-340-8132 _J 
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lf~W Lllfil(Q~)U1@ ~, 
Convicted in 1970 for anti\var activity, 

l--loward Mechanic spent 30 years in hiding 
as one Gary 'TrechiVay. 'Then 'Ti-edway 

·ran for the City Council in Scottsdale, .L\riz. 
Not a srnarl rr1c1ve. By Lisa Belkin 

F-OR NEAIZLY THRLL ll!T:\l>l-.S. HIS \VAC-iTFD !'OSTER f1F­
scribccl him as ",u111<?d .111d d.1nc;erous." But thl' cleJn-sh~1wn 
rn~rn in the ft'clcr.1! penitentiJry 'iine in Florence, Ariz., looks 
more like Jn a~inc: Bnv Scout. 1-k \\eJrs the mud-brown poly­
ester-cntcon shirr .111d p:111ts that Jre stJncbrd-issue prison ~Jrb. 
There is .1 pJir oi hl.ick rcadin~ gbsses in his only pocket, Jnd 
his blue crnv.1s sne.ik.:rs :m- thl' slip-un kind - no bees J!­
luwc-d. 1\fte'r .ill tl1<l\l' 1·-:Jrs in Birkcnstncks. the closed-we: 
:;ho.:s kel c•dd n11 hi·; It-er_ iv!,1re di:-urienti11~ otill i> hi> hare 
\ITist. II he\l \Jec-11 "·,:.1ri11~ .1 ".llc'h ,1-he·n he: turnecl h1m-'.:I! in. 
lie W•.<ulcl h.n·.: hc·c11 .1!lc•11.:d t<.• keq) it. 1'1111 rhc-rc· .ire: slnct 

rules .ll><_<ll\ \\',1.1[ 1\1.l_\· lw SL'll[ \]1[<_> ,\ f'L'llllL'l\[\,11'\'. 
Time· kH.J\11' l.nc:c· 111 \'!·1":>11. The· tri,·1-:. I he• rn:111 S.li''-. b llL'l f1:• 



i 
I 
I 

! 

'."-<l i 

~~) 
. "J.'.t.1 
-. =&-::.·. 
~ ;l:~~ 

---'"·! 

<I 



fuel" <<ll l"t. :lllcl lw h hc·itc·r .ll rh.111h.1n Ill' \\',1' clrrrnr:-: Irr< f11··;1_ h1·1c·f l:.<cl..ul' 
.1 lifc.t1nlt' :1,.:r1. gut the: thrc:.1ds ol Iris\'. urlJ :ire r.111,.:lc1l t1/' i11 t1111c:. Fi1·,. 
1·,·:tr,. rill' tc·clc-r.1l "·111c·r'll·c· ill· 1, ;v1T1rt:-;. Tirirt\' .' c':rr«: rlrc clr.,l.lll•.·c l1cr11·cTl1 
1 his serene S~'ri1i,.: nwrni11g .ind the ch,1<•ti1· 11i,.:h1 r•I d1l' cTi111c. 'fo 1·1n1·­
ei:-:hr n:;ir,: the· :-;:1p b1'l1V<:en Lill' iik ill' lkd. 1n 1hv l:ill <.•/ l9/1 . . 111cl th1· uni· 
rh:H is now unravclin:-:. 

TocLn· marks three' dec:td<:s since: Ric:lurd Ni:;u11 c::p:rnckd t!it" Vil'lr1:u11 
\\/Jr rn include CJmhndi.i .. rnd rvbv 4 is the :rnnivers.irv nf rlw dnrh of 
f"ur swdcnts at Kent St:11c U niver,;.ity. shot by N:itic>n.iJ° Gu.irdsnw11 dur­
rng protests O\'t'r th.11 w:ir. In the \\·eeks :ifter Kent St:lle. demomtr:llors 
burned .n least 32 R.O.T.C. buildings. includin:-: one at \V:ishin:-;ton Uni-
1crsitr in St. Louis. !-10\1 :ird Me1·h:rn1c, :1 21-vear-uld senior. \\·:is in the 
..:rowd watching those flames. his f.ice all but hi;iJen Lw J bird\ nest of luir 
:rnd :i scruffy beard. 

Someone lobbed J cherrv bomb toward the clustered firdightns th.H 
night. No one was hurt wl~en the firecracker exploded. No d:im:ige was 
done. How:ird Mech:inic was charged wirh th.H crime (he denied it then 
and still denies it now) and was the first person in the country to be found 
guilty under J h:irsh 1968 Liw designed to quell c:1111pus prute,ts. The sen­
tence was iive years, and \vhen .ill his appeals were exhausted he skipped 
bail and disappe:ired. 

In February he w:is caught. He w:is living where he has been for 28 
ye:irs, in plain sight, in :ind around the wny and conservative town of 
Scottsdale. Ariz. He probably would he there still h.id he not done some­
thing audaciOLls or na'ive, depending on your point of view. Using his as­
sumed name. Gary Tredway. Howard Mechanic r.111 for elective office. In 
a mcive ripe for Freudian analysis ("\Vas I secretly hoping to get caught?" 
he asks. "I don't believe that I was"), he became a candidate for the 
Scottsdale City Council. And when :i loc.il reporter came asking ques­
tions for a standard candid:ite profile. he told her his secrets - .ind then 
:isked her not to tell them to anyone else. 

Why on earth did he run for office? He took the risk, he says, because 
his past seemed a world away. So for .nvay tlur he'd forgotten how to spell 
his given n.ime (when he surrendered, .md signed Howard Lawrence Me­
chanic for the first time since 1972. he could not rl'rliember whether his 
middle name had a "w" or a "u"). So for away th.n, despite frequent visits 
by the Feder.ii Bure:iu of Investigation to his twin brother in C:iliforni:i 
(where agents snapped photos of one brother so they would know what 
rhe other looked like). he didn't re.illy believe tlut :i.nyone would still care. 

But we do. When the Chicago Seven defendant Abbie Hoffm.in surren­
dered after six ye:i.rs posing as an environmentalist named Barry Freed; 
when the Black Panther .iccomplice Katherine Ann Power turned up'" a 
restaurateur named Alice Metzinger; when the Svmbioncse Liber.ition 
Army member Kathleen Soliah \\';s found living J~ J doctor's wife (Jnd 
sometime Jctress) named Sara Jane Olsen; when the former \'Ve:nhcrman 
Renurdine Dohrn emerged .is if from nowhere alter a decade under­
:,;round - each of those times we were st:irtled by their ability to yank u:; 
back into the past. The 60's spill into the Zeroes, :md c:i.ch fugitive \\'ho re­
~urfaccs from then most turbulent of times forces us tn prohe the wnunds 
:ind I incl that they still h:ive not he:ded. 

Thev cause m to .isk other questions too. \'Vh.H dnrs ir Likt' rn .1b.rndon 
one life :ind cloak yourself in another? C.rn you live: without a f':lSt; with no 
connection to .1 former self, or doe'> the re:il "vnu" - 111 IVleclw1ic's use .1 
pacifist-entrepreneurial-ve~eurian environm~rll:ilist - :ilw:n;s ll'in out? 

ff .rnvone could h.l\'t' f.idcd awa1· .llld blended in, 11 slruuld h.1ve been 
[-[ow:1r~I Mechanic. Those 1\·hu knew him in c,>llc~c Lbcrihc him :1s quiet 
.111d b<><.>kisl1.1he t1ye wlru rni~ln c:1sil) ~el Inst in .1 crowd."] wuuldn'1 (k-­
scrihe him as a lc:1der." s:11s Phillip J\.och. n<.•11· :1 i'ilr11nukc·r rn Ch1c:.1,.,.-•. 
11'11<.> r<11.>r1rnl with Mc·1·lu11ic in thc·ir St'llr•H .l'C':ll' .ll \\.'.1shinc_:l<.lll U11i1·er.,H1'. 
"ThcTc' 11·LTc· nrhn, ••n c:rnrpus 1\'ho 11·n, ... herlc'I' .ll rh.1r ... 

In <.•t h .. ·r ''·''·'rck he' w.1.<n '1 :i r.idic.il <>1· :1 111iliu1i1. N <>l S. D.S. <>1· 'i. L.1\. , 11· 
\Vc:llhc·rr11:lll. !-le 11·:1s lll'1 ,1 Lie! sh.111nl h1· .i 111<>111e1H .rncl <.11·:111·11 l<.> :r c·.1u<c-. 

/./~d /;1:/l·11t I:- d c_uilii·d.1!!ilil.'~ ~J·:i lit'!· /,i;· r/i( ill,/.'~i!/!ift' )/ 1( .J,11 ·;_l i!TI'.'· 1/1c 

Li/~·'_, II,,;/, C••l!!ii!U /;i; 1/.c 1\.1c .. · )nd· /i;;;,·.·: 

(j~ 

'This is 
lheeasy 
part,' 

Overton said. 
The "Tredw,zy "f<u111 ly 

ill'0/11/d /'J8/. 

1We're jusl going 
lo make sure 

you are who you 
say you are.' 

Thal was , ~-- ~ 

when 
Tredway 
began lo 

sweat. 
"Tredw,n" with his girlfrze111 

· m thel.11e 90's. 

Sn while iris tempting to lump hilll \\'ith Abbie Hoffnwi or Kathleen Sol 
i:ih. his story is more disquietin:; th.in theirs. True. he s.iid things back thc1 
like. "Thi:: bw. rnurts :ind pigs protecr the propertied interests" (p:in of hi 
st.Hcment just after hi~ COll\'ictiun) and "All you h.we to do is re.id .i littl, 
lvl:w; :rnd vou'll li:-;ure out how it's :ill :-;oing ro turn out" (.i memorabJ, 
COllllllL'nt tl> :l ciaS:illl,ltC::). J\nd, true, his h:ilr \\'JS JS ;.iOd:twful :lS 6Q's lui 
cuuld get. But strip the libndishnwnts uf tht' er.1 .iwa); and whJt's left i.s :11 
c1rnc·st. .Sill.Ht. snmn1··lu1 .11vkw.1rd lll'l'd wll(l gut the book tl1rL>IV11 :it him 
i\ 111•rcl 11·lw \\';1S c',lUSht bc·c:lUSc', :lJ°ler ~S \'l':lrs,uf king. he turned lJllt tO b, 
:1 <rrrpri.s1n~l1' l<•rrSI· li.11· 

Which is 11'111. l.11c1· tl1i.s \IL:l'k. 11 hilc •>ilrns rn:1rcli \1 ith c:ulcik< lc> C:i">lll 

11r1·rm>1·:1lc' K1·111 Sutc'. I-f,,11.trLI ilkc:h:1111c: will he in j:1il - :r 111.rn ,iii 
1·:111~hl in .11i111c· 11'.np. :incl 11·"r1clc-rni:~ .1h<>t1l the ti111c. 

"r :.\I I \II I Ir 1\\':\l\11," 111 ~:lh, T.ILli'f(, .·\,\Ir ii Ill I> l'L:ISTI( SI .YI Ii\! Tl-II 

.s\.nk whirc v1:;i1nr·., rc»>1lr :11 the· 'r.1r'l ,,( •'lli' t11"<•-:rrid-:r-h.ilf-h"u1· \T.it 
"/1'.s r111· kc_:.il ll.rlllc'." lie· .i.l,k "/,111 /'111 ,1ill ,gc·11i11~ ll'".'cl t<> rt." /-Iv 11.r• 



li1·.'l ~;,-,.11 111 ... 1i.1111.: ."i~ _,,.,11· ... 1.~"- •.>11 h·li. 21. 1•11:; !·Ji:; l.1tl1,·1·. l\.il11l1. 
c)\\.lll'1l .111 .q1~,li.11h·c-rq1.1ir ht1:-111L·:.;_.;: \i1...; 11111thl·1. g,.1:--"1.:. \\.h .1 11._11111.:nuk~·r. 

1·11, ,,,-;,, h1.,thcr, l-Li1·\c\, '·"·"lie· .111cl H<l\\,\lcl \\c·rc· "111cc jc·\\·1.,li l><11·s." 
111111~ in the· C11111ioruhk ( :1c:,·,·l.111d _,11hurh .-,( _')h.1kvr 1-lc:1c_:i11.". "\\',· \\ ,·1 c· 

h,_,tJ; N.nio11.1l l\lnit Sclwl.11·shi11 li1uli .. 1>. .. H.ir'.·n· rc·c.ill" '~ itl1f1r1clc111• <tc· 
th:111 d1rc'l' dc·c.Hk"' :iftcr the· t.1cl. 

111 l'J()IJ. Hc1\Y,\rcl Mc·ch.1111c c'111"1ill,·1I .ll \\:1shi11gt1·111 U1111·cri1;1·. \\ hc·1·c· 
1111c f,•cus nf studc11t \H.nh w:1s 1h,· 1\.0.TC. tr.1i11.i11g prc•g1.1m. 1;1 i'l-i.1rcl1 
I '170. die· u11i1 crsit1· g1.1r ,1 C<llll"f 1111u11crio11 :ig.1i11sr .111v futurl' dl'lll<.Jlbtr.1-
tiom .. 111d lvlech:inic \Us one· ol <C-\"lT.d s\uclc-111s s11n·ific.dly· 11.1111cd 111 th.H 
inju11c:ticni. The court order didn't stUl) li1111 u11 die 111ght ul M.1\ -l, I ~170, 
however. Ir Sl'tllll'd .1s if notl11ng c11uld swp the r.1gc' th.H 111ght. 1\ru1111d 
thl' cnu111ry. rhnus.rncl.s nf N.11i1lli.d C11.1nlsmcn \1·,·rt' depl1_1ycd u11 h1111-
dred, oi c1111pus.:s :1s 2:;0 cullc,;es went 011 .'1rikc. At tl1l' Un1\·nsitv "f 
Chic.1go. students dug trenches to protect themseh·e'i .1gai11st the tro1>ps. 
At \VJbJsh College in Cr.1\1·furds\ ilk Ind., one protester set himself c111 
fire. Three students were st.1bbed 111 die bedlam :n the University of New 
Mexico at Albuquerque. . 

And .H \V.1shington University, .is rn.1ny .1s _l,000 protcslcrs g.uhered to 
watch the R.0.T.C. building go up in flames, chanting "Burn, bal,y, 
hurn" and "Kent State, Kent State." The blaze, btcr rukd to be arson, 
went unchecked after firetrucks were turned back by rock-throwing 
demonstracors. Mech.rnic was in the crowd. along 1vith his girlfriend. Ac­
cording to his fedcr:d tri.11 te'itirnony, their evening began at about IO 
o'clock .n a r:illy in the university quadrangle, where .1 series of speakers 
denounced the inv,1sion of C:unbodia. At midnight, "a b.rge portion of 
th.n crowd went to the R.O.T.C. building," he testified, ",ind I 1vent 
with that crowd." He did nut cause any property damage rh.u 111ght, he 
s.iid. Nor did he throw anything. He specifically denied til:tt he had 
thrown a cherry bomb. "I can't remember when the List time wJs chat I 
h:id a cherry bomb," he sJid. "I have seen them." 

Mechanic's first conviction was on stJte chaq~es for contempt of coun 
- .mending the rally in violation of the injunction. The four and J third 
months he spent in the coumy jail on that ch.1q:;e (shortened from st> 
months when he was given time off for good hehavior) were the foumbtion 
for his later decision to flee. The gu:ll"ds, he s:iys, "were ex-milit.1ry" and Jid 
nor take well to a kid charged with protesting the war. "I had one guard 
who would say if he gets a chance he's going to rake me out md shoot me." 

The comempt triJI was followed by a federal trial, and there Mechanic 
made history. In 1968 Congress had approved the Civil Obedience Act 
which prohibits a person from interfering ·with "Jny fireman or law en­
forcement officer" who is doing his job "during the commission of :t civil 
disorder." A civil disorder is defined as disruption or damage caused by a 
group of three or more people. 

Mechanic was the first person ever tried under the act, and a reading oi 
the trial transcript shows the government\ case to he anything hut airtight. 
Nineteen prosecution wirnesses were cJl!ed. Only one of them actually tes­
tified against Mechanic. Most were firefighters, police officers and news 
phorogr:tphers who established thJt there had been more thJn three people 
in the crowd. The one man who cl:tirned to have seen Mechanic with a cher­
ry bomb was :t law student named Don:ild R. Bird. He died in 1983. 

Bird's testimony was iar from convincing. First he s.iid he SJW the cher­
ry bomb in Mechanic\ hand. Then he said he s:tw it only after it left "the 
person of Howard Mechanic." At one point Rird ackn~wlcdged th:it the 
cherry bomb "could have come, perh.1ps, from someon<> st.rnding about 
five or six feet behind." 

Mechanic was sentenced to five years in fedenl prison for ;lll :tct th.it, in 
a less vobtile er.1, might h.we resulted in a -;bp on the wrist. for :1 ye:tr :ind 
:t half. Mcch.rnic :tppe:1led. The tedcr.11 Court of Appe.ils agn:ecl th.n Bird 
wJs ".1 hi~hly pJrtis.111 wirness who desired to see the ddend.uHs co11-
v1ctecl," L,;1t tl1c cu11vict1un w:1s allowed to st:rnd. In l 972, the Supre111e 
Court declined tn he:tr the c:1se .rnd Mechanic \v.1·; ordl'rc,I to su1Te11dcr. 

Hc (!eel i11sre:1d. brcr nnilin~ his p.1rc1lts .1 note th.n s.1id he wotdcl he in 
tuuch. He .1lso ldt one uf his prutes,urs in .1 lurch - :lll I::11;.d1sh professor 
\\ho lud [)lit up his honw :1s coll.1rcral i"nr i\kclLrn1c·, '\i I 0.000 hail. 

··1 111.·;i ,li,11"1 1111111-: I _,[1"111,1,,,.,.,,11 1:1· 1·,·11·,_ .. 1\·l,·.-li.1111< ... 11· .... ··1'<-"1'l1· 
1l1i11k. '\\\·II. iii'-' 1·, "11.11 ,-,·.11 IJ.1'·'" t« ,!, .. 111,l 1·"11 ,l .. 11'1 11."·,· .1 cl1""-'"- I ,J1,I 
li.1 \ , .. I (I 11.<ll c:. :;, ' I l< ".J .. 1-Ji,. ,·I 11 '"-'." 

111 i"i I·\ L \\ .-\ \ I..'. ) I .-\I\~ t ii .I I, I I 1_ 1\\ .\I\ I I \I l.1 :I-I:\ NI 1_: \;1.1 , .'\ "l 

c·11lln·1111c; ,1.111q1, -- c1lJJllllL"lll<ILllil"<' <'lll"<'J.:ipe·s C:llh"clc·cl 
:1l C:q.'l' C:111.tVLT.t! .11 il1c· 11111'" ,,( ""'' Ill" .111uil1..:1· 'f>.tll' 
lliglll. lie al.s1 1 c•illc:c"tc'd .lllt"'-'.r.1phs nl :111 lhc .1:;tr1lll:tL1ls. 

I-le· h:1d .:111,· pustc.ml signed b1 )uri C.ic;.ui11. th, lir\l 11u11 111 sp.1cc .. llld 
:\11utlier "l~llL'd L>v .111 seve·11 ol t!te <.111~i1ul Mei curv .1\lru11:iu1s. 

While his (,\Sc. \\':ls be111g appc·:t!l'J he· S•llcl the st.i111ps. I.fr the ti111e his 
ti1ul .ippl'.il \VJ' rciL'CLe·cl. he Ii.id r.1isecl ~~.000. \Vilh lhc c.1sh in his pock­
<'l. he lluarded :t bu,;, expl'ctin.c: l\1 settle- iii Alhuquaq11e. But when hl' 
got there, the \l'L~:t1hn w.1s inn cnld. sn h,: gnt h.1..:k nn th,· hu'> :rnd stayed 
on until Phnenix. 

He liked th:it the city w.1s not .1 r:idic.11 ~1!.ice. "I WJs trying co stay aw:1y 
from rJ1lical politics, .. he s.1ys. :rnd i11 the l.rnd n( R.my Goldw.Jter (and later, 
John JvkC.1in) there were fewer t<:m~•uuons. He sellled, at iirst, in the col­
lege ro1vn of Tempe. where J 2-l-ve.1r-nld could easily blend in. Getting used 
to his new name (he refuse·s to say whae hl' got his identity or divulge any 
Jeuils that n1igln incriminate ot!ter.s) wuk about six months. GettingnJ of 
the 11ighu11;\l"es - being hunted, being C!Llfdll - rook more than l 0 years. 

The most difficult part, he sJv,, w.1s h.1ving to "minimize my abilities." 
He could show no proof of h:\\·ing gr;iJu:nt:d from college; nor was there 
rny way to act on his accept:tnct' to fl,,srnn University bw school, which 
he believes revoked its .KceptJ11ce .1fta his conviction. Yet he found it hJrd 
to be anything bur well educ.HeJ Jnd outspoken. His first job was as a 
shelf-stocker in a health-food .store .. 1nd he :tpparcntly didn't do well at. 
keeping his mouth shut. "My boss thought I was uying to take his job," he 
says. Eventually he went into business on his mvn. as a local distributor for 
several mtinnal heJlth-fnod prnduct'i. He .1lso invented a gadget that al­
lows people to fill e111pty pill capsules with home remedies. 

I-le h,1d become a stric1 ve'-'.et,ni.lll in college a11J was dr,\\Vll to an oq~anic­
fond-buying clllh in Tem11CL'. Di iring I he. 70\ it grew into the Gentle 
Strength Co-op, anJ Tn:Jw~1y b<'Clllll' :1 membn of thl' board. In 1977, he 
met a college student named Ingrid Guld :tt the co-op, where she was work­
ing parnim.e as a cashier. Whilelhey were d.ning, they protested the build­
ing of the Palo Verde nucle:ir plant together, Gold remembers, but unlike 
some other protesters, they were c:i.reful not to trespass and risk arrest. 

Gold and TredwJy were married in l 9SO, .rnd rheir son, Ari, was born in 
198 l. By 1985 they were divorced. bec:1use, Gold says, he was a better per­
son than she w:i.s willing to be. "You know ahout his life," she says, refer­
ring to her ex-husband's bck of imerest in things materiJI, ''.111d you've 
seen me." \Xie .. ire at a bistro outside Sconsdale when she says chis, and 
she's dressed in a chic pantsuit and t.1stcful but glittcty jewelry, her copper 
h.1ir stylishly cut. "Let's just ~ay one of us w.uHed to move on." 

Which doesn't me:tn that TreclwJy w:is standing still. He hJd a knack for 
business. He invested in a line of homeop.uhic products, then put the profits 
in an auto-resalvage business - buving wrecked cars at msuram:e auctions 
and fixing them up (with new iclemitics, if you will) for resale. 

After :t falling our with the partner who did the actual work, he bought 
the Abode, :i modest 12-unit ap:mment-hotel for Arizona snowbirds, 
where he insullcd solar hot-w:ncr hcJtcrs. In manv wavs he w:ts a tight­
w.1d, buying most of the furnishings for his hote,I, in~luding towel~. at 
swap meets. But he prided himself 0-11 never turning out a tenant who fell 
behind - remembering the proics.sor \vlw stood to lose his home whL"n 
Hmv~1rd Mechanic disappeared. 

1\-'lore than five years :tgo, Tredw:iv placed :t personal ad in a loc::d :t!tn1t:t­
tive week Iv, looking for J "ldt-thinkin~. 111.rnsmoking, vcgcuri:u1 suual .1c­
rivi.,1." J:i1;l'l Gn1>sn1:111 :imwcrl'.d th:tt ·.tel, :ind tl1e·v l1.1vc· cunsidcrcd t!H·111-
sclves "life p:trrners" ever since'. Crc•ssrn.111. who is p.1ru.t! tll Cu.1tc·111.1l.111 
blousc., .rnd cmhroidcred h.1ir b:1nds. """"rks fur the· C1111111111111L) H"us111g 
i'artne1·sl11p. a 11<)11profit gr1.•up th.it rents ap:1n111c:1ll ... l•.l lu11-i11cornl' te11-
:111ts. She· lrivc,I cvcryd1111c, :1ho11t Trc.-lw.1v I !"lllll the '1.ll"l .. sl1c: rc11te111l 1n,, 



,.1h· j,-.r <'•Ile 1l1i11g ... !-!is 11.1mc." she· .<.11» ... , ulkcl :1 fric-11cl :litc-r 11•,_. l1r'l 
111c·t .u1cl :;:ud, 'I rL·:illv dun't like the 11.i111c: C.m'.'" 

Uun ng his VL'.1rs 11·itl1 (; rmsnun. Trcdw:n· hc·L1mc bc1lcler. Or, 11111 .lll<:>l hc·r 
1\.1\-, he inched e·k1,cr tc1 re1c.1ling his true ,ell. I-le regul:irl_\' 111c>le lc·ttns t<> 
till' loc:il nt>wsp:ipers protesting things like till' u,.: of public l:lX n11>nev to fi­
n:rncc :m::n.is for pri1·.ir,· spr ins lranchises. He worked to help p.bs the sutc: ·s 
Clean Elections Act, a b.dlut initiauve th:ll eli111in:ttes corporate don:n1011s to 

politic.ii c.imp:iigns. (The me:isure has since hcen dee bred unc"nst iturion.11 
and is being .ippeJ!ed.) While spearhe:1ding the public c.1mp.1ig11 to sup~iun 
the act, he allowed lumseli tu pose fur :t newspaper phorogr.1ph. He w.1s :ilso 
inter\'iewed on local cable TV Fach step brought the> spotlight closer. :ind 
when no one recognized him. it w.is e.1sier to take the next, larger step. 

"I was getting a higher :ind higher profile," he s:iys. "I felt it was a risk 
but I was trying to make some positive changes for the city." Eventu:illy, 
fellow activists began urging him tu run for City Council, :me.I he found 
himselt ;igreeing. "It was like you 're on ;i train," he explains. "The tr:iin is 
going in a certain direction :ind you can actively get off th<' tr.iin, but peo­
ple want you to stay on." 

Politics, Grossman helieves, is what Howard Mechanic would hJve done 
had his life worked out differently. "He's re,1lly .1 very politic:il person," 
she says, eyes filling with tears. "I've acc"used him sometimes of ca1ing 
more about politics th:rn he docs about me. Scottsdale City Council is very 
small potatoes for what I think he could have done had his life 30 years ago 
not led him to where he is." 

rn ACK IN 1970, BEN ZARICOR WAS !'RESIDENT 01' THF. STUDFNT 

union at Washington University. He didn't know Hmvard Me­
ch,rnic well, Gm he fullowed the cherry bomb ma!. and he 
knew that his classm:ne had fled. In 1973 or '74, Ren Zaricor 

was atlending a National Nucrition:il Foods Associ.ition convention in S:m 
Diego. "I turned a corner :ind there he was, standing there in s:md:ils," says 
Z:irico1~ who now owns Good E.u·th Teas :ind Restaur:rnt Services, based in 
S:inta Cruz, C:ilif. "I recognized him immediately," he s:iys, even though 
the m,111 was now named Gary Tredw:1y. 

Over the years, Mechanic says, just 12 people came to know his secret. 
The onlv condition of our inten'iew was that he would not name them. 
for fe:ir ,th:it they might be charged with aiding a fugitive. Mechanic did 
not tell me about Zaricor; I tracked him down myself :ind found him e:t­
ger to describe how he decided to protect a frie~J. "I went 01er Jnd in­
troduced myself," he s:iys ot the health-food convention. "Howard rn~1·­
cr asked me, 'Are you going to turn me in?' He knew I wouldn't just by 
the way I acted." 

For ~uny years after that, the men were in close touch. They spent sum­
mers together in Californi:t when Mechanic wanted to esc.1pe the heat of 
Arizona. Periodic.illy, Zaricor brought his son to Phoenix to see the Oak­
land A's at baseball spring tr:iining. 

For Zaricor, who w:is himself once suspended from c.1111pu,; ior participat­
ing in :i nonviolent Jemonstr:ttion, the friendship with Med1anic was his 
chance to right a wrong. ''I felt like \\'e'c.I borh hccn through a w:ir together :it 
Washington-University," he s.iys. "Students were iolluwe~I. our phones were 
tapped, we were thrown in pi!. Howard was still :t prisoner of dut w.1r." 

Fur Mechanic - who often had to avoid Hare J\.rishnas, bec.wse hi-. twin 
h:id joined the sc:ct and the Krishna' might 1111suke fu111 for H:irvev - die 
friendship with Z.uicor w;1s a rare ch.111c~ to be with someone \\'ho l;new rhr.: 
whole ni him. Rut it :il><i rcrnimled him th.it discm·c1-v could lie :1round :i111· 
corner. This secret wc1s not the kind vou 'd tell :i buddv 01·er :1 beer. The sin;­
pksr qu.:.rnun could lc1d 10 a thickc; of :insll'Cr>. so he .11·n1dcd c1·c11 s1m11k 
quc:q i"11.s. \Vh:H looked like .1lnofnes.s w.1s ju,r .1 111.111 Liiring his rc111gue. 

T'h.:•se· 11·lw h.11·e knnwn l111u fo1 l'c::1r:- (11r rhuught thev kn~w 111111) 
11.-i11· !ind th«m•:c,lw·: thinking uf c•_»n1·(·rs:1;i<>lh thc~1· llt'l·cr li:1.-I. Shn1-;. 
I-lr.J1lc1i. t11r 111.,t.111<·,._ 11·nrknl ·11·ith Trnh1-.11· •>n the lil~n.d 11c·11·.skttnTl1.c 
Cu1TL·111 .1111l cl•xs11't 1>11lc 11·111l'111l>c·r "h:11·111g :1d1se·uss1u1111·1rh h1111 l'llt­
,i,Jc ••I th« prujco Jt h.111LI." l:~c.hlc11 :111d hc·r hush.111rl :11lr•pll'1I :1 Vi,,111.1111-
e·.sc nrpl1.111 i11 I 1.l/). tlll'ir •.•11·1111ri1·.ltc .lll>:nlf'l l<• 1·1ght 11·11.11 1 l1l'.I' s.111• :1.s :i 

(i-l 

11.1t11.111.il 1no11g. \\ih,·11 nl<.>Sl l'e'"f'lc· ic'.lrll :1hnut lwr s.-in. she s.1\"S, 
op.irks :1 cnn1·1:rs:iriun. Trnl\\':11· nl'1·c:r s.1iLI ;J 11·urcl. 

D:11·id \\ii11kki, .1 l'IH•L·111.\ i11sur.11lle· ch1111s supc-rvi,L•r - and, lw cu1nc 
de11e·e. :1 1972 gr.lclu.ltr.: L•I \\!:1,;hi11gt1>n Uni1·ersit1· -1n11tl' .1hn11t hu11i;1 
right' for The· Currc·nt. Trcdw.11· w.1s his cditur. \\/inkier nL'l'lT recognizL" 
his fdlow alu111, but TreJw:1y, lie nu1v kn"ws, r.:cugrnzcLI him. "Right bt 
fore ht turned him.self 111, he c.1lled and :1.sked mc if I h:id ever figured 
nut," \\/inkier s.11-s. 

The f.:11 timcs.Trr.:dw.iv told his secret w.1s when he lud no other choicr 
"I was torced b;· cirrn111'.s1Jncc.s," he says. "Things are discovered, cert:ii 
things lead to cr:rt.iin other are:1s, :ind you try tu explain it so it doesn 
c.1use a problem." 

In other words, he would tell when he was about to be found out. His fo1 
mer wife, Ingrid Gold, will nOL discuss what she knew when, but she was ap 
parendy still in the dark when their son was born in 198 I. "I said, 'You hav 
nnc last name, I have :inother; which one should we give the b;iby?'" sh 
says. It was intendeJ as a feminist provoc:uion, but instead Tredway quick! 
agreed th:it the hoy should ukc his mother's nJme. "I didn't understJn• 
then," she says, "th:it his n:ime me:111t nothing gooJ to him." 

Jan ct Grossman also declines to talk about when she le:irned the mah, bu 
she agrees thJt she knew hy Fehru:iry of this year, when Tredway's secret un 
r:iveled. Penny Overton, a fresh-faced but dogged investigative reporter fo 
The Tribune, in Scottsdale, w:is assigned to write a st:mdard candidate pro 
file, :ind she WJS not happy it. She'd been called off the re:dly hot story at th· 
time - the discovery of :i headles.s torso in a Scottsdale trash bin - to writ• 
pap :1bout :t "very bland man." 

Tredway seemed edgy, Overton remembers. "Don't worry," she tol< 
him. 'This is the easy pan. We're just going to make sure you are who yo1 
say you are." That was when Tredway beg:in to sweat, soaking his shir 
within minutes. 

Still thinking the problem was first-time-candidate nerves, Overton begar 
with her friendliest que.qions. "Tell me .ibout your family," she :isked 
"Where did you grow up?" 

Tredw:iy s:iic.I he w.1s :in orphan, adding t!ut he didn't want to talk about it 
"Tell me three stories, then, :ibout your life, about how you got where yot 

are," she says she :1sked. "C'mon, everyone has three stories." 
Tredw.iy h:id only one, Overton says, about a business trip to China in the 

e:irly 70's. 
Overton left th:n afternuun "exh:iustcd from h.wing to beg and plead fo1 

things that most politicians are trying to·p:ilm off on you .ill the time." Tred· 
way paged her sever.ii times during the next few days. checking on the statw 
of her investigation :inc.I sounding increasingly :igitated. When they nex1 
met, Grossnun was also present. and Overton guessed that TredwJy was "sc 
white bre:id" that he was woJTied tlut a profile would include the fact th:i1 
the cuuple were livin" to"ether. 

"No, I don't think~ha~'s why \\"e :isked you to come." Grossman s:iid. 
'Tm not who you think I :1m," Tredway saiJ. 'Tm not G:iry Tredway." 
He w:is a fugitive, he explained, outlining his crime but not rclling her his 

real name or the name nf his .school. When he decided to run for City Coun­
cil, Overton s.iys he told her, he :rnJ "a snnll group uf friends" had faked a 
resume, choosing :ts his :ilm:i m:iter fr:inconia College. in New Hampshire, 
b.:c:iusc it closed in 19/S_ (He now s.1ys he wrote the resume :1lone.) But 
once· he: re:ilizcd Overton was pbnning to check. he told her, he panicked. 

hx the next fc.w hours, sitting by the pnol :11 the ;\bode, Trcdw:1y begged 
Uvcrtrin not !Cl tell. At one poim, he dug out his t:ix fonm tu show chat he 
h.lll bce11 e:1ming :1hou1'iiI00,000 :i vc'.lr. paying his tull sh:u-c of taxes and giv­
ing 25 percent of his inco111r.: tn clurin··- .. Nrnv y1>11 11nrler.sr:rncl why vou C:tn 't 
write "h,>11r n1c," he s.11d, cn·ing quiedv. "Yc•u'll Sl'11Ll 111c· tu pil. Y(lll c.111 c1-
tht:r \ 1e .1 .~i H li.l rq)( lrrLT 1 H. ;1 ~t_H ld person." 

He t1.Jd h.:r :di 1 l11S. he no\\' s:ll'.s. h,·c.n1sc• he t huuc;ht sh.: \Y.:1uld ~1rorect his 
s.·cre·t. J\ f tn .111. 11• >»Ile els..' he l< .Jd h.HI i 11 rncd I 11111 Ill." I tlwuglll I (()L!ld get 
lier 11f( tl1c >i"n-." he ,,1vs. '"It :1l111<1st wurkul." 

(hnton liri<'fccl 1111c' vrli1.ir. rlwn s1w1ll the \\·n-k1·1ll-l hiking i11 tl1c .\11_1 
iVl.-•u111..1ins. 11e·.1r 1\-k\1•:•" .. 111cl .1c;u111z1ng 111·L·r wlnt lll cl1·1 lll'.\L She lin:ilh· 
,l,·c1<ic-d tl1.ll l>vc".111.-:c· 'fre,l1L11· 1~·.l·: rn111;i11,c; l<>r .,ffic"L' :die \1·:1' ,,Jili,:;.11c'<l 1;, 
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report whar she knew. Tredway spenr that same weekend on the computer. 
He reasoned that if he dropped our uf the race he would not be a public 
fi;.;ure and the paper might leave him be. But he needed a compcllin;.; rc1-
son tor withdrawing, and he surfed medical sites looking for :1 disc.he tlut 
\\·ould s<::rYe as hi' c:~cuse. . 

On j\lond.1y morning, when Overton returned lo tlh: <:>ffice, she·(, •ur1d .1 
st.Heillc'nt frr;111 Trcdii;av to his supp<:>rtcrs, Jn1wunc111g he' h.1c! kukc·rn1.1 
and 11·uuld not run. Wh.u followed 11 .is .1 cirrns. Tile' Cin· Council 11 .1·; 
pl.rnnmg '1 111•.llllc'lll uf sile11ce fur Tredw:1v. The· papc:r's ,,,_;l1uul rq''-" tc'I" 
\\'as pl.lllnin:c'.·1 column about ho1i· the nun w.1s "too ~'Ure· f<>;· pulitic, ... 

Trc:dw'1\ ·, fin:d lie·, r:nher th.111 gi1·i11g Ov•.:nrn1 secu11'I rli•>ughl" 111:1ele· 

li1..T lll1_•!1..' 1.."1..'l"l.1111. "1-ll·'.., ll1tl lh·111::. Ill··, 1, lll.', .. -.,111.· .111111111111.·,·11 i11 .llt\'illl\ 

11·!1" \1·, o1d,! l1s1 e'll, 1 !11·11 \\T• 'i ,. l1vr· ·'I <>r1. 

I ,\J(Jl.J\J\J.\:\J\J.11.', JJ-IJ:J'J\<>JJ~._,l_lJ·:1>J JllJJ\.\J(lj\[,0.ll\\\[(J'J'll\[Jl,\\'J-[\l 

['Lli hh l11Hl>L' ii!'·"' cc.ill.<te·i:d (,q· J-l1•11·:1r·e! 1\ln·l1.u11c·., lic>11cl. \\ll1c:11 the· 
1·101111;.: Ill.Ill sL1ppnl i1>11·n. l\1:1·:n1l 1,·ce·11·nl :1 !1·111·1 ,,11·111;.: hi, h\llllc' 11·r.i1del b1· 
r.1kc11 u1dc-" Ire" cuuld r·e·1•.1\' 1lll' ::,I0,000. t\ lur1cl 11•:1S sc·r Lil-' Liy l-\e1·:1l'd\ c1·.J­
le:.1;.:uc> --- IV!n·h:1111c's LllhcT .sc·111 .1chc·cLI1 q· S.2 .000- .l!ld l he· f•ruks.sor cir,! 
nut l1ise· l1is h111ne·. 

1\ll thc.'<' 1·c-;ir.s Lll-:r. Re1·:m! i.s .s1ill tur11·•u.s - IHil 111\l .H 1\'lech.1111c. "Y1\l1 
tt'll I-low.mf ch:ll I suppc>n lrnn C<lmpktelv." he· l<)lc! Ille. ···rhl'_I g.1ve lum fivl' 
rc.1rs l"r .1 chcr-r1· hn111h while· iill'I' 11·nc h.111d111~ C:Hll i'vkd.1ls nf l lo1wr fur 
dr"ppin,: n:1p.il111 on civili:1n.s. ! think die ~'c'Of'le ;vlw slwuld be· in j.1il are th-: 
rc'opJc' whn prO.S<'l~Utc'd illlll." 

Othc:rs are ks.s forgiving. Bob J\lctc.1lf was :1 .27-vc.ir-uld Univcrsitv Citv 
lirc'111:u1 on tht' night ,uf th.c' R.0.T.C. lire. ;111J he :i;-rivc'd on campus tu fin~l 
"a ri11t." Tht' pumpers "could h.11·c guttc11 that fire out whrn we first got 
there," sJys !VletcJlf. who is now tht' chief of the same fire dt'panmc:m, "but 
thn: wouldn't kt us do our job." To dismiss Mcclunic's crime as "just :1 
che.rry bomb," he s.1ys, i.s to dismiss the people who were its imended tar­
gets. "He could have killed me." he .savs. 

Opinion is dividt'd in Scottscble too, where G:irv Tredway received more 
d1Jn 1.300 votes for City Council. even while> Howard Mech.111ic sat in pris­
on. His supporters :irgue th:it che charitable life he led over the past 2S years 
:;hould mitigate his punishmc·nt. Tile' slate's chapter uf Commun Cause h::is 
cre::ited a Web site where peoplt' can log examples of Mechanic's good deed.'" 
"He seems to h::ive joyfully sentenc·eJ himself ro .1 life oi community sen·­
ice," writes Dennis Burke:. rhc CXL'cutive director of ArizonJ Common 
Cause. "It will be up to a judge to determine if tlut h.1s been enough." 

Mechanic's critics, on rhc othn Jund, :ire far rnorc troubled hy his more 
recent activities dun by his original crime. A civic group known as \'(/e Love 
Scottsd.dc' points nut rh.n running fc.>r <)Hice.under an assumed name is elec­
tion fraud, and tlut the "snJJll group of friends" who mav have helped him 
f.1bric:Ht' a r~sume are guilty uf rlic: ;:111ll' otlemc. 

"Our city should aggressiwly pro.secure Garv Trcdw.1y for false filings, 
fraudulently cullcuing conrribucions, illegally filing blse p:ipers with rhe 
ciry and numerous other crimin,11 offcmes," says a statement issued by the 
group. "Bur Scottsdale muse al.10 xtively pursue the others in his group 
who ... conspired to roh nur citi/:c'rn of rheir vnung rights." 

MechJnic m.iv well face charges of campaign viobtions, state officials have 
s.1id. AlreJdy he lus beC'n d1.1q;ed with using J f.1lse Soc1.1l Security number 
to obtain an Arizona driver's license, which carries a penJ!t)' of up to 5 years. 
and making a false' statement in tl1c' applic:nion for a passpun, which c::inies '1 
pe1ulty of up to I 0 years. 

As for his origiml five-ye::ir prison term, he is in .1 most unusual legal bind. 
Other Vietn::im-er:i fugitives ikd bdorc they were tried. Later sentence.1 
were lunded down in ~ more forgiving time.· Katherine Ann Power servt'd 
six years for helping to rob J b.rnk .rnd kill :1 police officer. Banardine Dohrn 
pleaded guilty to :iggravated b:mcrv and iumpin;.; bail, "'as fined $1,500 and 
.,.-,i.s pl.iced nn rhrc>e ye:i.rs' prob.uion. Sil.is Bissell hid for 17 years, then 
served I 1/c years at a feder,11 h.dlw.1y house for conspiring to bomb an 
R.O.TC. building at :i. different campus. O:ivid Fine', who planted J ho111t'-
1rnde bomb ;lt the University oi Wisconsin in 1970, killing .1 physicist, spent 
only three years in prison aftt'r being ought in I <J76. Only Howard Mechan­
ic bees a sentence meted our in ,11wthcr era. He h.1s run out of .1ppcals. His 
case Ins already been heard by everv court :;hon of the Supreme Coun, 
rnc.lllin~ his be~t hnpt - .1nrl it is .1 lllng shm - is .11)re.sidcnti.1l par,-lnn. 

Doc's he· wish he servt:'d the time in tlw tirst pl.Kc>, I :1•k·:·J him, a11d h:1v-: 
hccn ,J.->1w 11·1rh :1ll 1h1.s; 

No, h,· : .. 11·.s, hc:c:w·;c hv 11·"11lel 1wr h:11c c'lllcT~c:d .1s the p1:1";n11 he: 1-; u1tl:i1·. 
h1l' \'C'.11,, l1e· .s:1\'', !1ddli11g with die [i.1re lj><>l t>n his wrist, is 111uc·l1 ln11;.:l"r '" 
.1 22--1c·:1r-r.>lel th:111 i1 L, l" :1 'i~-1·c:.1f'-1Jld. 1-k i,; s1ro11ga nu11·, nwrv .1blc' I» 

11 e·.Hill'r th" ·' u>rlll. 
'Tm W>l ~uin~. l1> tr1 tll '11h.11 ii· 1111 lii'c." he· S.li '·'"hut I 1hrnk I 111.J<.k 

1he· rigl11 c.le·c·i·:111n .H thc· t1111e." i!I 


