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HOWARD MECHANIC'S PARTIAL LIST OF SUPPORTERS

Henry Bereer, Prolessor ol History, St Lous: M),

Carl Boggs. Professor of Social Sciences. Los Angeles. CAL

Dan Bolet. Professor of Physics. St Louis, MO

Sherry Bohlen. Phoenix: A7

The Honorable Joan Brav. Missour House of Representatives

The Honorable Lacy Clay. Missourt Senate

The Honorable William Clay. U.S. Representative from Missouri

Dr. William H. Danforth, Chancellor Eneritus. St Louis. MO,

The Honorable Patrick Dougherty. Missourt House of Representatives

The Honorable Thomas F Eagleton, Former U.S. Senator. Missourt

Wayne Ficlds. Professor of English/American Cultural Studies. St. Louis. MO,
The Honorable Barbara Wall Fraser. Missourt House of Representatives

Netl W. Goldsten. Filn/TV Producer. Philadelphia. PA.

Steve Graham, Exccutive Director of Non-Profit Organization. Denver, CO
The Honorable Wayne Goode. Chairman of the Appropnations Committee. Missourt Senate
John Hickey. Missourt Progressive Vote Coalition. St. Louis, MO.

Buzz Hirsch. Film Producer. Holiywood. CA.

David Holtzman. Labor Attorney. St. Louis. MO.

Phillip Koch. Film Producer/Director, Chicago, 1L

Danny Kohl. Professor of Biology. St. Louis. MO,

Gail Pellett. Producer/Director of Documentary Films. New York. NY.

Harold Ramis. Film Producer/Director/Actor. Los Angeles. CA.

Bill Ramsey. Director of Non-Profit Organization. St. Louis, MO.

Carter Revard. Professor of English. Emeritus. St. Louis. MO,

Bruce M. Roger. Yoga instructor. St. Louts. MO

Joel Sanoff. Television Director. Hollywood. CA.

Nina Gilden Scavey. Professor/Documentary Film Producer. Washington. DC.
Michael Semler, Professor of Public Administration. San Francisco. CA.

Ben Senturia. Non-Profit Organization. St. Louis. MO.

Bernard Shore. M.D . Professor. St Louis. MO.

Louisa Stark. Founding Prestdent of Non-Profit Organization. Phoenix. AZ.
Sondra Stein. PhD.. Washington. DC.

Rabbi Susan Talve. St Louis. MO.

The City Council of University City. Missourt.

The Honorable Kayla Vaughan., Former Municipal Judge. St. Louis. MO.
Louise Veninga-Zaricor. The Good Earth Corporation. Santa Cruz. CA.
Washington University Interfaith Campus Ministers Association. St. Louis. MO,
Mark S Wrighton, Chancellor of Washington University. St. Louis. MO,
Bobbic Wunsch. Health Care Consultant. San Anselmo. CA.

Ben Zaricor. Chairman. Good Farth Teas. Santa Cruz. CA.

George Zimmer. Clothing Retatler, Fremont. CAL

plus an additional 1200 online supporters from Howard Mechanic’s online
petition website and The St. Louis Support Group.



HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY in PHOTOS
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Mechanic in a May 4, 1970: Ohio National
I%S-@ Washington  Guard troops fire on a crowd of
Univ. yearbook anti-war demonstrators at Kent

State University. killing four and
injuring eight.
ROTC building at
Washington Univ.
Spring 1970

Appeals in June 15. 1970,

esa, Az Tribune

The “Tredway™ family
around 1981,

“Tredway™ with friend
in the late 907,

Mechanic as Gary Tredway speaks in opposition to a pro-
posed tax break for a retail development last year before the
Scottsdale. Az.. City Council. January 2000.
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DID YOU KNOW
THAT A MAN IS IN JAIL TODAY
FOR THROWING A CHERRY BOMB
30 YEARS AGO?

The incident took place within 50 feet
of the site of the October 17", 2000 Presidential Debate

ROTC building at Washington University Spring 1970

Howard Mechanic (student at Washington
University, 1970), was sentenced to 5 years in
federal prison for throwing a cherry bomb dur-
ing an anti-war demonstration, instigated by the
student Kkillings at Kent State on May 4", 1970.




HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY

“The Viemam war was d terrible low point in our ndation’s history because il
divided our country so profoundly and caused thousands of people. young and old.
1o guestion the legitimacy of our government. The war was an incredibly divisive
issue that drove a wedge through the spirit of our nation. Long ago. our nation
attempted to heal some wounds by granting general amnesty 1o those who had evad-
ed the Vietnam war by fleeing 10 Canada. I view the Mechanic matter as a 30 vear
old leftover from the war and another wound that should also be healed.”

The Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton. Former United States Senator. Missouri. June 6. 2000.

Howard Mechanic
in 2000

Howard Mechanic is in federal prison near Phoenix, Arizona on charges stemming from an incident at an
anti-war demonstration in 1970. Although he has always maintained his innocence, Mechanic was sentenced to
five years imprisonment for allegedly throwing a firecracker (a cherry bomb) towards fire and policemen
attempting to extinguish a fire on the campus of Washington University in St. Louis. The fire was started by
unknown persons in the ROTC building on campus the evening of May 4/5 following a peaceful demonstration
protesting the killings at Kent State University on May 4, 1970. Howard was not involved in the fire: others were

prosecuted and sentenced for that crime.

When he exhausted his appeals in 1972, Mechanic failed to appear for incarceration and moved to
Phoenix, Arizona and lived a quiet yet active citizen's life using the name of Gary Tredway. On February 10,

2000 he turned himself in to federal authorities.

Seeking Presidential Clemency

Howard Mechanic is requesting Presidential Commutation of his sentence. pardon and restoration of
his civil rights because:

 His sentence is unduly harsh - 5 years were “imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history.™
* His sentence was inequitable - a co-defendant was sentenced to only 3 months in prison.

* For 28 years he has contributed substantially to his community.

“There is a historical perspective heve, and other presidents have issued pardons and commutations in
Viemam-era cases. We all need 1o close this chapter... Commutation is a presidential prerogative. and the fed-
eral tradition is 10 seek the opinion of the prosecutor’s office that obtained the original conviction. Now that
Mechanic pleaded guilty, we will respond. as we have agreed. and will 1ake a neutral position.”

Michael Reap. first assistant in the federal prosecutor’s otfice in St. Louis

Quoted in the St._Louis Post Dispatch. September 7. 2000,




Background: Turbulent Times

On university campuses across the country the Spring of 1970 was a time of deep emotions and passionate
reactions to the events of the Vietnam War. Demonstrations against the war were regular occurrences at most universities.
including Washington University in St. Louis. As on other camipuses. Washington University students and Faculty protest-
ed the program and the presence of the Reserve Oftficer Training Corps (ROTC) on campus.,

On the night of the Kent State shootings. protesters at Washington University (the local paper estimated  there
were 1500 - 2000) began marching toward the ROTC building. Unknown persons started a fire at some point and police
and fire fighters from University City. Missouri responded to the scene.

Testimony al the federal trial indicated that rocks and other missiles were thrown at the building and toward the
responding public safety oftficers. Only one officer required first aid. Although over 30 ROTC buildings were damaged during
this spring period. only in St Louis did federal authorities charge individuals with violating this law.

The Federal Charges

Howard Mechanic was charged with violating the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 (18 USC 231 (a) (3)), prohibil-
ing interference with civil authorities protecting tederal property. This prosecution was the first and appears to be the
only instance of that provision’s application.

At trial only one witness. Donald (Dick) Bird. was called by the prosecution to testify as to the actual “interfer-
ence.” Bird stated that it appeared to him that a cherry bomb was thrown from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. He
admitted that he hadn’t actually seen Howard thrown the cherry bomb. Mechanic denied having thrown a cherry bomb
and four witnesses corroborated his testimony. Nevertheless. Howard Mechanic was convicted (United States v.
Mechanic. 454F 2nd 849) and sentenced to S years imprisonment. the maximum sentence. While the Court of Appeals
agreed that Bird was “a highly partisan witness who desired (o see the defendants convicted.” they affirmed the convic-
tion. Mechanic did not file a habeas corpus request under 28 USC 2255, Howard Mechanic tailed to appear for imposi-
tion of his 5 year sentence alter his appeals were exhausted. He told subsequent interviewers that while he was incarcer-
ated on state charges. his life was threatened by guards and thus was fearful of federal custody.

Howard’s Current Status

Since February 10. 2000. Howard Mechanic has been incarcerated in the federal prison at Florence, Arizona serv-
ing the original sentence. On September 6. 2000 he pled guilty and was sentenced to additional charges of (a) “failure to
appear” (4 months in prison plus a $5.000 fine) and (b) “falscly obtaining a passport™ (probation and another $5.000 fine to
be levied on November 21, 2000). These sentences will be served concurrently with the original sentence.

Howard Mechanic’s Conviction Should be Commuted to Time Served
1. He has already served more than 11 months in prison.

In May 1970. Washington University obtained a restraining order prohibiting certain students and “John Does™
from participating in disruptions of campus activities. Howard Mechanic was among a number of student activists listed
on that order. Because he appeared on campus during the Kent State protests. Howard was found to have been in con-
tempt of that order and sentenced to six months in county jail. He was released after 4 '/: months for good behavior.

On June 13, 2000. the Chancellor of Washington University stated the University’s official position in support of
Howard’s release: “Washington University's interests and the interests of justice more generally, were fully served by
that prior sentence and we support commutation of his second sentence arising trom the federal prosecution for the same
events.”

Similarly. the City Council of University City. Missouri (where the ROTC building and campus are located and
from where emergency police and fire were dispatched) expressed their support of Howard's commutation petition: “we
believe justice and reconcihiation are best served by reduction ol Howard Mechanic’s unduly harsh five year sentence.
imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history. and immediate release on parole. based on his co-defendant’s lesser sen-
tence and on his twenty-eight year life as a productive citizen.”

As of September 10, 2000. Howard Mechanic has served 4 '/: months in county jail and 7 months in federal prison.



2. Howard Mechanic’s Sentence was Unduly Harsh and Inequitable

The Spring of 1970 was a turbulent time i our country’s history. - While campus protests occurred throughout
the country. especially Tollowing Kent State. only at Washington University were the newly enacted provisions of “The
Civil Obedicnce Act of 19687 applied (o protestors.

In 1970 there were no uniform federal sentencing euidelines. Accordingly. judges had considerable discretion
in sentencing. Because one person testilied to observing a firecracker coming from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. he
was given the maximum sentence. S years in prison.

Another student. Larry Kogan. was similarly charged by the U.S. Attorney. and convicted in another court.
Recently. Kogan stated that he threw a cherry bomb and never saw Howard throw any firecracker. In contrast to
Mechanic. Larry Kogan was sentenced by a different judge to 90 days of detention in the Springflield Medical Facility. §
years of probation and a fine.

In 1981 Larry Kogan received a [ull and unconditional pardon from President Ronald Reagan.

As former United States Senator Thomas Eagleton observed. “judges in the Eastern District of Missouri were
handing out much more severe sentences for identical offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact, the wide
variation in federal sentences for Vietnam related otfenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to pass
the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute.”

3. Howard Mechanic's Exemplary Service to his Community:

Over the past twenty years Howard Mechanic has actively contributed to his community’s welfare by helping
organizations devoted to helping the poor (Chair of Gentle Strength Food Cooperative. member Arizona Social Change
Fund. Community Housing Partnership). protecting the environment (Mothers for Clean Water). and promoting cam-
paign finance reforms (Arizonans for Clean Elections). Accordingly. over 1000 Arizonans have signed a petition calling
for Howard’s sentence 1o be commuted to time served.

Howard Mechanic is represented by:

Tom Hoidal, Attorney at Law 602-254-0202
Hoidal & Hannah, P.L.C.
Phoenix. Arizona

For additional information please contact:

Athia Hardt. Arizona 6(2-252-8200 75363.3201 @compuserve.com
Michael Semler, California 510-814-8385 semler@usfca.edu
Bob Zcffert. Missouri 800-820-4079 robertz129 @aol.com
Gail Pellett. New York 212-243-3437 gpellett@mindspring.com
Phil Koch. Chicago 773-463-4010 philkoch@ix.netcom.com

Web Site:

www.howardmechanic.org

September 12, 2000 rev.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Boeay L. RUSH WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

FIAST DISTRIET, ILLINOIS

October 26, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20502

RE: Commutation for Howard Mechanic
Dear President Clinton:

I am writing to you on behalf of Howard L, Mechanic, who has filed a Petition for Commutation
of Sentence with the U.S. Pardon Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice. I urge you to support
and approve Mr. Mechanic’s petition that the Office of the Pardon Attorney will be subrmttmg to
you for action.

As the Petition states, Mr. Mechanic is cutrently in federal prison outside Phoenix Arizona
where he is serving a five-year sentence for conviction on charges stemming from an anti-war
demonstration that occuzred on the Campus of Washington University in St, Louis, Missouri on
the night of May 4, 1970. Although Mr. Mechanic has maintained His innocence, he was
convicted and sentenced to five years in Federal Prison for throwing a cherry bomb (fire cracker)
during a fire that broke out at the ROTC building on the Washington University Campus that
night. The incident took place following a peaceful demonstration of students responding to the
tragic killings earlier that day at Kent State in Ohio.

After losing several legal appeals, and fearing for his physical safety in federal prison, Mr.
Mechanic made a difficult choice of leaving his family and friends to go “underground’ in 1972,
rather than serve the five-year sentence. Instead, he assumed a new identity and relocated to the
PhoeniX, Arizona, whete he lead a quiet, yet active and productive life as Gary Treadway for the
following 28 years. Mr. Mechanic earned a reputation as a socially Tesponsible entrepreneur
who generously donatcd both his time and money to support environmental justice, campaign
finance reform, and other social issues. Mr. Mechanic was a co-founder of the Clean Elections
Institute, and was active in the successful campaign in Arizona to pass one of the only statcwide
election finance reform laws.

Nal Prinled Al Govatnmanl Expento
<
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His present incarceration is simply a reminder that the politics of the Vietnam War are still with
us. 1 would strongly urge that you recommend that President Clinton approve Mr. Mcchanic’s
petition for commutation, so that he may return to his family and community, and resume his life
as a productive citizen.

Thank you for your consideration.

obby L. R}
Member of Congress

Sty (Lo
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' - :SUPPORTERS OF

HOWARD MECHANIC:
4310 NORTH MOZART STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60618-1528

(773) 4"6"35-:610 TEL ‘/C('" Mered Hn Calae

(773) 463-4019 FAX
EMAIL: philkoch@ix.netcom.com
Deccmber 18, 2000

M:z. John Podesta RGE TIME SENSITIVE
White House Chicf of Staff

The White House

West Wing, 2™ Floor

Washington, D. C. 20500 BY FAX: (202) 456-1121

RE: IHoward Mechanic Petition for Presidental Pardon
Dear Mr. Podesta:

[ am eanclosing letters that support Mr Mechanic’s pedtion from William Danforth, Chairman Ementus of
Washington Unviersity, St. Louis, Mo. and from Thomas Fagleton, former Senator from Missouri (Democrat). Mr.
Danforth is the brother of John Daaforth, the former Scnator from Missoun (Republican). Mr. Tlagleton’s letter
refers to his letter of June 6 addressed to the Pardon Attorney’s office.

Lettces that support Mr. Mechanic’s peanon have been previously sent from:

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin, (IL)

U.S. Senaror Barbara Boxer (CA)

U.S. Representative Bob Filner (CA)

U.S. Representative Ed Pastor (AZ)

U.S. Representative Bobby Rush (IL)

U.S. Representative William Clay (MO)

Mr. Bobby Muller, President, Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (DC)

Mr. Podesta, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and look favorably upon ir.

Sincerely,
Phillip Koch.

Mr. William Danforth
Mt. Thomas LEagleton
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WASHINGTON -UNIVERSITY- IN-ST-LOUB

William H. Danforch
Chancellor Emertius
Vice Chairman, Board of Trusices

December §, 2000

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington. D.C. 20500

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic
Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to request a pardon for Howard Lawrence Mechanic who is serving a
sentence for violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly throwing a cherry
bomb during a demonstration at Washington University in St. Louis in 1970.

I feel knowledgeable about the case since I served as Chancellor of Washington
University from 1971 to 1995. Any complain: that the University had against Mr.
Mechanic was fully resolved before the courts of St. Louis County before the federal
charge was brought. More important, that era of American history is over. It is time to
forgive and move on.

I know of course that Mechanic failed to repart to serve his S-year sentence in 1970 and
until recently was a fugitive. Despite that fact. three factors argue strongly for a pardon.
First, Mechanic was 22-years old when he flec! at 2 time when many other young people
caught up in anti-war fervor fled to Canada or elsewhere to escape the draft. For many it
seemed the moral thing to do. Second, Mechanic has since lived a responsible and
productive life since. Third, his co-defendant, Lawrence Kogan, was not given a prison
sentence in 1970 but rather placed on probation. Furthermore, Kogan was pardoned in
1581 by President Reagan.

[ believe that 2 pardon would be very well reccived and contribute to your efforts to put
behind us the divisiveness surrounding the Viemmam War.

With best regards,

Yours singerely,

kot
William H. Dan.fcyfﬁ

Washingeon University Wase Campus
Campus Bax 1044

7425 Forsyth Boulevard, Suite 2G2
St. Louis, Missouri 63105-216i
(314) 935-9850

FAX: (314) 935-4585

E-mail: whd@wuvmd wsistl edu
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T HOMPSON C OBURN Thompson Cobwmn LLP

Alrorneys nr Low

Cne Firstar Piuza

St. Louis, Missouri 63101-1493
314.552-¢000

FAX $14-552.7000

www. thompsancoburn com

December 7, 2000 - Thomas F. Eagleton
314-552-6030
FAX 314-552-7030
EMAL teagleton@
thompsoncobum com

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq.

Deputy Pardon Attorney

United States Department of Justice
Office of the Pardon Attomey

500 First Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20530

Re:  Howard Lawrence Mechanic
Dear Ms. Kuzma; .

Oxn June 6, 2000, I wyote the attached letter to you. I understand that Howard
Mechanic is seeking a pardon rather than a corpmutation.

I respectiully support Howard Mechanic's request for a pardon fcr the same
reasons as expressed in my June 6, 2000 letter.

Regards,

v Co Ao~
Thomas F. Eagleton

[

TFE/kh y
Enclosure




TN ¢ Tl Vi b i

12/17/2388 23:32

THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

FVIdie INU. Nt =999 ={viou

AJIA, Hed, SWPK

- e

602-264-4320 rac

ve

11torlal

The opmmn ‘of The Anzona Republlc

I [az7fo0

LET HIM RESUME PRODUCTIVE LIFE
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November 20, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have been contacted by a number of my California
constituents who have strong feelings about the matter of Howard
Mechanic.

As you know, Mr. Mechanic was sentenced to five years in
prison some 28 years ago for throwing a cherry bomb at an anti-
war demonstration on the Washington University campus. He fled
before serving his sentence, but was recently arrested and is
currently serving the sentence.

The Chancellor of Washington University, the City Council of
University City, numerous individuals as well as media such as
the St. Louis Post Dispatch and The Arizona Republic have
expressed sympathy and support for his cause. The New York Times
Magazine ran a major story about him in April, which I have
enclosed along with letters and other information.

This matter provides you with another opportunity to
continue to heal the wounds of the Vietnam era. I hope you will
consider taking appropriate action.

Enclosure (s)

J1700 MONTGOMERY STREE] [ 312 N SPRING STREET [ so1 1 STREET [Chiso-0 STREET [Z 600 B STREET [ZI 201 NORTH ‘£ STREET
SUITE 240 SUITE 1748 SUITE 7-600 SUITE 24501 SUITE 2240 SUITE 210 ’
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 SACRAMENTO, CA 9814 FRESNO, CA 93721 SAN DIEGO. CA 92101 SAN BERNARDINO. CA 92401
1415) 403-0100 121:3) B94-5000 (Y16) 448-2787 (659) 497-5109 {619) 2:39-38%4 (90Y) HHR-RG25
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HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY

“The Vietmam war was a terrible low point in our nation’s history because it
divided our country so profoundlIv and caused thousands of people. voung and old.
to question the legitimacy of our government. The war was an incredibly divisive
issue that drove a wedge through the spirit of our nation. Long ago, our ndation
attempted to heal some wounds by granting general amnesty to those who had evad-
ed the Vietmam war by fleeing to Canada. I view the Mechanic matter as a 30 vear
old leftover from the war and another wound that should also be healed.”

The Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton, Former United States Senator. Missouri. June 6. 2000,

Howard Mechanic
in 2000

Howard Mechanic is in federal prison near Phoenix. Arizona on charges stemming from an incident at an
anti-war demonstration in 1970. Although he has always maintained his innocence, Mechanic was sentenced to
five years imprisonment for allegedly throwing a firecracker (a cherry bomb) towards fire and policemen
attempting to extinguish a fire on the campus of Washington University in St. Louis. The fire was started by
unknown persons in the ROTC building on campus the evening ol May 4/5 following a peaceful demonstration
protesting the killings at Kent State University on May 4, 1970. Howard was not involved in the fire; others were

prosecuted and sentenced for that crime.

When he exhausted his appeals in 1972, Mechanic failed to appear for incarceration and moved to
Phoenix. Arizona and lived a quiet yet active citizen's life using the name of Gary Tredway. On February 10,

2000 he turned himself in to federal authorities.

Secking Presidential Clemency

Howard Mechanic is requesting Presidential Commutation of his sentence, pardon and restoration of
his civil rights because:

* His sentence is unduly harsh - 5 years were “imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history.”
* His sentence was inequitable - a co-defendant was sentenced to only 3 months in prison.

* For 28 years he has contributed substantially to his community.

“There is a historical perspective here, and other presidents have issued pardons and commutations in
Vietnam-era cases. We all need to close this chapter...Commutation is a presidential prerogative, and the fed-
eral tradition is to seek the opinion of the prosecutor’s office that obtained the orviginal conviction. Now that
Mechanic pleaded guilry, we will respond, as we have agreed, and will tauke a neutral position.”

Michael Reap. first assistant in the federal prosecutor’s office in St Louis

Quoted in the St. Louis Post Dispatch. September 7. 2000,




Background: Turbulent Times

On untversity campuses across the country the Spring ol 1970 was a time of deep emotions and passionate
reactions to the events of the Vietnam War. Demonstrations against the war were regular occurrences al most universities.
including Washington University in St. Louis. As on other campuses. Washinglon University students and faculty protest-
ed the program and the presence of the Reserve Ofticer Training Corps (ROTC) on campus.

On the night of the Kent State shootings, protesters at Washington University (the local paper estimated  there
were 1500 - 2000) began marching toward the ROTC building. Unknown persons started a fire at some point and police
and fire fighters from University City. Missouri responded to the scene.

Testimony at the federal trial indicated that rocks and other missiles were thrown at the building and toward the
responding public safety officers. Only one officer required first aid. Although over 30 ROTC buildings were damaged during
this spring period. only in St. Louis did federal authorities charge individuals with violating this law.

The Federal Charges

Howard Mechanic was charged with violating the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 (18 USC 231 (a) (3)). prohibit-
ing interference with civil authorities protecting federal property. This prosecution was the first and appears to be the
only instance of that provision’s application.

At trial only one witness. Donald (IDick) Bird. was called by the prosecution to testily as to the actual “interfer-
ence.” Bird stated that it appeared to him that a cherry bomb was thrown from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. He
admitted that he hadn’t actually seen Howard thrown the cherry bomb. Mechanic denied having thrown a cherry bomb
and four witnesses corroborated his testimony. Nevertheless. Howard Mechanic was convicted (United States v.
Mechanic. 454F 2nd 849) and sentenced to 5 years imprisonment. the maximum sentence. While the Court of Appeals
agreed that Bird was “a highly partisan witness who desired to see the defendants convicted,” they affirmed the convic-
tion. Mechanic did not tile a habeas corpus request under 28 USC 2255. Howard Mechanic tailed to appear for imposi-
tion of his S year sentence after his appeals were exhausted. He told subsequent interviewers that while he was incarcer-
ated on state charges. his lite was threatened by guards and thus was feartul of federal custody.

Howard’s Current Status

Since February 10. 2000. Howard Mechanic has been incarcerated in the federal prison at Florence. Arizona serv-
ing the original sentence. On September 6. 2000 he pled guilty and was sentenced to additional charges of (a) “failure to
appear” (4 months in prison plus a $5.000 fine) and (b) “falsely obtaining a passport”™ (probation and another $5,000 fine to
be levied on November 21, 2000). These sentences will be served concurrently with the original sentence.

Howard Mechanic’s Conviction Should be Commuted to Time Served
1. He has already served more than 11 months in prison.

In May 1970, Washington University obtained a restraining order prohibiting certain students and “John Does™
from participating in disruptions of campus activities. Howard Mechanic was among i@ number of student activists listed
on that order. Because he appeared on campus during the Kent State protests. Howard was found to have been in con-
tempt of that order and sentenced to six months in county jail. He was released after 4 '/: months for good behavior.

On June 13. 2000. the Chancellor of Washington University stated the University's official position in support of
Howard’s release: “Washington University's interests and the interests of justice more generally, were fully served by
that prior sentence and we support commutation of his second sentence arising from the federal prosecution for the same
events.”

Similarly. the City Council of University City. Missouri (where the ROTC building and campus are located and
from where emergency police and fire were dispatched) expressed their support of Howard's commutation petition: “we
believe justice and reconciliation are best served by reduction of Howard Mechanic’s unduly harsh [ive year sentence.
imposed during a turbulent time in U.S. history. and immediate release on parole. based on his co-defendant’s lesser sen-
tence and on his twenty-eight year life as a productive citizen.”

As of September 10, 2000, Howard Mechanic has served 4 /2 months in county jail and 7 months in federal prison.



2. Howard Mechanic’s Sentence was Unduly Harsh and Inequitable

The Spring of 1970 was a turbulent time tn our country’s history.  While campus protests occurred throughout
the country. especially following Kent State. only at Washington University were the newly enacted provisions of “The
Civil Obedience Act of 1968 applicd to protestors.

In 1970 there were no uniform federal sentencing guidelines. Accordingly. judges had considerable discretion
in sentencing. Because one person testitied to observing a firecracker coming from the vicinity of Howard Mechanic. he
was given the maximum sentence, S years in prison.

Another student. Larry Kogan. was similarly charged by the U.S. Atlorney. and convicled in another court.
Recently. Kogan stated that he threw a cherry bomb and never saw Howard throw any firecracker. In contrast to
Mechanic. Larry Kogan was sentenced by a different judge to 90 days of detention in the Springfield Medical Facility. 5
years ol probation and a fine.

In 1981 Larry Kogan received a full and unconditional pardon from President Ronald Reagan.

As former United States Senator Thomas Eagleton observed. “judges in the Eastern District of Missouri were
handing out much more severe sentences for identical offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact. the wide
variation in federal sentences for Vietnam related offenses was once of the reasons which later caused Congress o pass
the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute.”

3. Howard Mechanic's Exemplary Service to his Community:

Over the past twenty years Howard Mechanic has actively contributed to his community’s welfare by helping
organizations devoted to helping the poor (Chair of Gentle Strength Food Cooperative. member Arizona Social Change
Fund. Community Housing Partnership). protecting the environment (Mothers for Clean Water), and promoting cam-
paign finance reforms (Arizonans for Clean Elections). Accordingly. over 1000 Arizonans have signed a petition calling
for Howard's sentence to be commuted to time served.

Howard Mechanic is represented by:

Tom Hoidal. Attorney at Law 602-254-0202
Hoidal & Hannah, P.L.C.
Phoenix, Arizona

For additional information please contact:

Athia Hardt. Arizona 602-252-8200 75363.3201 @compuserve.com
Michael Semler. California 510-814-8385 semler@usfca.edu
Bob Zeffert., Missouri 800-820-4079 robertz 129 @aol.com
Gail Pellett. New York 212-243-3437 gpellett@mindspring.com
Phil Koch, Chicago 773-463-4010 philkoch@ix.netcom.com
Web Site:

www.howardmechanic.org

September 12, 2000 rev.



HOWARD MECHANIC'S PARTIAL LIST OF SUPPORTERS

Henry Berger. Professor ol History, St. Louis, MO.

Carl Boggs. Professor of Social Sciences, Los Angeles, CA.

Dan Bolet. Professor of Physics. St. Louis. MO.

Sherry Bohlen, Phoenix. AZ.

The Honorable Joan Bray, Missouri House of Representatives

The Honorable Lacy Clay, Missouri Senate

The Honorable William Clay. U.S. Representative (rom Missouri

Dr. William H. Danforth. Chancellor Emeritus. St. Louis, MO.

The Honorable Patrick Dougherty, Missouri House of Representatives

The Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton, Former U.S. Senator, Missouri

Wayne Fields, Professor ot English/American Cultural Studies, St. Louis. MO.
The Honorable Barbara Wall Fraser, Missouri House of Representatives

Neil W. Goldstein. Film/TV Producer, Philadelphia, PA.

Steve Graham, Exccutive Director of Non-Profit Organization, Denver, CO
The Honorable Wayne Goode. Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, Missouri Senate
John Hickey, Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition, St. Louis, MO.

Buzz Hirsch. Film Producer, Hollywood, CA.

David Holtzman. Labor Attorney, St. Louis, MO.

Phillip Koch, Film Producer/Director, Chicago. IL

Danny Kohl. Protessor of Biology. St. Louis, MO.

Gail Pellett, Producer/Director of Documentary Films, New York, NY.

Harold Ramis, Film Producer/Director/Actor, Los Angeles, CA.

Bill Ramsey. Director of Non-Profit Organization, St. Louis, MO.

Carter Revard, Professor of English. Emeritus, St. Louis, MO.

Joel Sanoft, Television Director. Hollywood., CA.

Nina Gilden Seavey. Professor/Documentary Film Producer, Washington, DC.
Michael Semler, Professor of Public Administration, San Francisco, CA.

Ben Senturia, Non-Profit Organization. St. Louis, MO.

Bernard Shore, M.D., Professor, St. Louis, MO.

Louisa Stark. Founding President of Non-Profit Organization, Phoenix. AZ.
Sondra Stein, PhD., Washington, DC.

Rabbi Susan Talve, St. Louis. MO.

The City Council of University City. Missouri.

The Honorable Kayla Vaughan, Former Municipal Judge. St. Louis, MO.
Louise Veninga-Zaricor. The Good Earth Corporation, Santa Cruz, CA.
Washington University Interfaith Campus Ministers Association, St. Louis, MO.
Mark S. Wrighton. Chancellor of Washington University, St. Louis, MO.
Bobbie Wunsch. Health Care Consultant. San Anselmo. CA.

Ben Zaricor, Chairman, Good Earth Teas. Santa Cruz, CA.

George Zimmer, Clothing Retailer, Fremont, CA.

plus an additional 1200 online supporters from Howard Mechanic’s online
petition website and The St. Louis Support Group.
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HOWARD MECHANIC'S STORY in PHOTOS

Mechanic in a May 4, 1970: Ohio National
1968-69 Washington  Guard troops fire on a crowd of
Univ. yearbook anti-war demonstrators at Kent
State University, killing four and
injuring eight.

ROTC building at
Washington Univ.
Spring 1970

TW_aspinéi"bh U,

Mechanic leaves the St. Louis Court of
Appeals in June 15, 1970.

o
wox.- Mesa, Az Tribune

The “Tredway™ tamily
around 1981.

“Tredway” with friend

in the late 90°s, . . .
posed tax break for a retail development last year before the

Scottsdale. Az.. City Council. January 2000,
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June 13, 2000

Mr. Roger C. Adams, Bsq.

United States Department of Justice
Office of the Pardon Attorpey

500 First Street, NW, Suito 400
Washington, DC 10530

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic, Req. No, $4998-008
Dear Mr. Adama:

Attorneys fur Howard Mechanic, who is now serving a five-year prison
term in Arizona, have asked Washington University to support his request for
commutation of his sentence and release on parole for a federal crime commitu:d
during a demonstration oa our campus in May 1970. The crime consisted of

a powerful firecracker in the vicinity of police and fire authorities
who had been summoned to the scene of the disturbance.

Very ahortly after the demanstration, Mr Mechanic was also charged
and ultimately convicted in St. Louis County Circuit Court for civil and eriminnl
ecntempt of a temporary restraining srder. The temporary restraining order
had been obtained by Washington University several months earlier to prohibi=
his participation in any demonstrations obstructing the University’s normal
operations. He was sentenced to a gix-month term of imprisonment as a result
of that conduct, essertially the same conduct giving rise to the federal
indictment, We believe Washington University's interegts, and the interests
of justice more generally, were fully served by that prior punishment and we
support commutation of his second sentence arising from the federal prosecution
for the same events.

Washingron Unsverucy

Campus Box 1192

One Brockings Drive

St. Louis, Missoun 631304499
(314} 935-53100

FAX: (314) 935-4744



Mr. Roger C. Adams, lisq.
June 13, 2200
Paje 2

We believe that commutation of his sentence to the time he has already
served and his release on parole will help put these difficult years in America’:
history behind us and aid us in reaching a reconaliation with a time of national
unrest that happened three decaces ago.

Very truly yours,

WY a4 WA

Marx S. Wrighton
MSW:ej

%¢  Ms. Audrey Flaissig
/Mr. Thomas M. Hoidal, Eaq.



rrrH OMP SON C OBUR N Thompson Caburln LLp

) Attoroeys at Law

One Firstar Plaza
St. Louis, Missouri 63101-1693
314-552-6000

FAX 314-352-7000

www thompsoncoburn.com

June 6, 2000 Thomas F. Eagleton
314-552-6030
FAX 314-552-7030

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq.

Deputy Pardon Attormney.

United States Department of Justice E
Office of the Pardon Attorney

500 First Street NW, Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20530

Re:  Howard Lawrence Mechanic

Dear Ms. Kuzma:

First, if [ may, let me give you some background as to my motivation in writing this
letter to you.

[ served in the United States Senate from 1968 to 1987. [ ran for the Senate as an
“anti-Vietnam war’ Demoacrat. When elected, [ was active in the multi-year debate over cur
military presence in Vietnam. During those years of turmoil and protest, I spoke at various
college and university campuses, including Washington University. Then Chancellor Thomas
Eliot called me and invited me to speak at a big outdoor rally. He said, “I think your presence
might give the protesting students a chance to let out some steam in a constructive manner "’

As pare of the overall Senate debate on the Vietnam war, thase of us who opposed it
would raise, from time to dme, the widely disparate senrences being handed out by federal
judges.in different parts of the country for Vietnam related offenses. As [ recall it, judgeslin the
Eastern District of Missowrl were handing out much more severe sentences for identical |
offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact, the wide variation in federal
sentences for Vietnam related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to
pass the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute.

With the foregoing as background, let me address the Howard Mechanic matter in
particular.

! By the way, I just retired as a Professor at Washingron University. [ tavght there --- including a
seminar on the Vietnam war --- after leaving the Senate in 1987, '
1417152
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june 6, 2000
Page 2

I do not know nor have I ever met Howard Mechanic. It is my understanding that he
has submitted an application for a commutation of his five year prison sentence imposed in the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri in 1970. Mechanic was
convicted of a violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly throwing a large
firecracker during a demonstration at the ROTC building on the campus of Washington
University. He was apparently the first person prosecuted and convicted under this statute.

While the demonstration at Washington University resulted in a fire at one of the
ROTC buildings, it is my understanding that Mechanic was never charged with any type of
~ arson, or with harming anyone, or with any damage to property. 3

I am aware that Mechanic failed to report to serve the sentence imposed in 1970 and
was a fugitive for nearly 30 years. While I certainly do not condone a citizen failing to abide by
a court order to report to serve a sentence, I think we need to keep in mind that the times were
different then and Mechanic was a 22-year old college student. I am aware that Mechanic’s co-
defendant, Lawrence Kogan, was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981. Mr. Kogan, convicted
for a similar offense, was given a probation sentence at the time of his conviction in 1970, as
opposed to the maximum five years imprisonment which Mechanic received. The disparity in
their treatment alone, I believe, would call for the exercise of clemency by the President.

It is my understanding that Mechanic has lived a law-abiding and productive life in
Arizona and has contributed to the community through participating in ballot initiatives and
other public service activities. Indeed, it appears that his political activities may have lead to
his disclosure as a federal fugitive and his voluntary surrender.

I have also been told that Mechanic has been charged with certain new violations in
Federal Court in Phoenix relating to the concealment of his identity. The United States
District Court for the District of Arizona will ultimately hear those matters and they should
not interfere with the decision of the President on commutation of the St. Louis conviction.

The Vietnam war was a terrible low point in our nation’s history because it divided our
country so profoundly and caused thousands of people, young and old, to question the; -
legitimacy of our government. The war was an incredibly divisive issue that drove a wedge
through the spirit of our nation. Long ago, our nation attempted to heal some wounds by
granting general amnesty to those who had evaded the Vietnam war by fleeing to Canada. 1
view the Mechanic matter as a 30 year old Jeftover from the war and another wound that
should also be healed.

1417152



June 6, 2000
Page 3

Therefore, I would like to strongly recommend that Howard Mechanic’s application
receive favorable consideration from the Departmnent of Justice and that the President cormmute
his sentence to time served.

Respectfully submitted,

T e Eﬁgﬁm ,
Thomas F. Eagleto . Il

TFEkh

1417152
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Carter Revard

Prolessor of English Emerttus, Washington University
6038 Pershing Ave.

St. Louts, MO 63130

(314) 727-9358

Mr. Roger C. Adams, Esg.
OlTice of the Pardon Attorney
U.S. Department of Justice
500 First St NW
Washington. D.C. 20530
(202) 616-6070

July 28. 2000
Re: Howard Mechanic Petition for Commutation of Sentence Request No. 44998-008

Dear Mr. Adams:

In 1972, my wife and I had put up our smail house at 920 Bermuda Avenue as guarantee for the bail of
Howard Mechanic during his appeal of conviction for throwing a cherry bomb toward the firemen attempting
to put out the ROTC-building ftire on the Washington University campus. When he did not show up to begin
serving the five years to which he was sentenced. the bail money of ten thousand dollars was forteited. and we
had to raise money to pay it. We were lucky to have many friends who helped us. but it did cost us.

[ write. therefore. as an “aggrieved party” in the case. and my reason for writing is to express my firm support
for commutation of his sentence. My grounds for supporting it are as follows. First. I believed in 1970-72. and
still believe today. that Howard Mechanic was convicted on. at best. shaky evidence for what. at worst. was a
small misdeed. Second. after conviction. he was given a sentence (five years in prison) far more severe than
others convicted for the same alleged acts. and far more than such acts deserved: we are not speaking of
manslaughter. arson. or mayhem here. but of throwing a firecracker that hit no one. Third. he has led an
exemplary life since 1972, and from all accounts | have seen has been a model citizen of his community.

His act. moreover. took place in a historical context that needs to be considered: the national turmoil over the
Vietnamese war. Many people. Howard included it seems, had come to view this as the unconstitutional wag-
ing of a misjudged and badly conducted war. and considered 1t their moral duty to protest as strongly and
loudly as possible against the continuance of it. The protest which broke out on the night in question was a
response to the shooting of students at Kent State by troops of the National Guard, and to the defense of that
shooting by those who. as was belicved by the protesting students at Kent State and by those at Washington
University, were prolonging the Vietnamese war for their own political purposes (primarily. re-election of
Richard Nixon to the presidency). The protest seemed to those engaging in it an act of patriotism comparable
to those by the American colonists in 1775-6. However naive and foolish this may have been. the protests
were sincere and were engaged in by students who believed they were acting in the way Americans ought (o
act to oppose the repressive actions ol a government using its sceret police (o keep them from protesting or
punish them for doinge it

That war is fong over. and 1t s time 1o end the punishment of Amcerican citizens Tor the irvitating but relatvely
anharmtul protest-actions during that pact of Amcrican history. Former Senator Danforth, describing his con-
clusions about actions that led to the Hicry death of children. women. and men e the Branch Davidian com-

pound i Waco. ciaphasized that one ol the prime lessons he diew Trom the investigation was how much harm



could be causcd by small nisjudgments compounded by coverup of the Blunders. Yet he did not advocaie
severe punishment of those guilty of such misjudgment or coverup. but--under pointed questioning by Senator
Specter (whom [ have recently seen on C-Span)--spoke for using prosccutorial discretion NOT (o try and pun-
ish these governmental “culprits™ for nisjudgments and subscequent contection of nusleading stories about
what happened or did not happen. TFa  mmor FBI Tawyver™ tas Senator Danforth described the person in ques-
tion) can benelit from prosceutorial discretion i a case ivolving somany deaths. so much naconal trauma,
and causing such cynicism about the covernmental actions mvolved. why cannot such discretion be allowed o
an “unimportant undergraduate™ involved m foolish but not deadly behavior during the burning of a butlding
by other people? Senator Specter could certaimnly have argued that the consequences of governmental coverup
of the Waco actions led directly to the murderous bombing i Oklahoma City a year later. but netther he. nor
Independent Counsel Danforth. chose to press the arcument explicitly, as they might reasonably have done.

Speaking as an “agericved party.” T not only support commutation of Howard Mcechanie's sentence. I would
lthe o see prosceutortal discrction used o drop any further charges aganst hime i view ol his exemplary lile
stnce 1972 1 think he should have staved and served the sentence Judge Meredith gave him. but only because
it would have put Howard on the high moral ground. as Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandcela showed.
Even so, he has behaved, in all respects exceept his misjudged ways ot protesting. and his panicking and run-
ning awayv. as a good American citizen should act. His actions have cost me some money and considerable
worry. but the actions of our presidents and therr administrations from 1954 10 1972 cost me and all citizens of
this country. and of other countries. far more i money and in misery than can ever be made up. Morcover. if
JTohn McCain could go to Victnam and (ry o reconcile with the people there, surely prosecutors can do sonie-

thing comparable with American citizens here.

This was an idealistic young man. a student who thought he was doing something good and usclul. though it
may have been stupid and in minor ways harmtul to others. and was certainly i a major way harmful to him-
selll as it turned out. His alleged throwing of a firecracker did no physical harm to anyone. and all parties
agree that he did not destroy the ROTC butlding. He camie as a spectator. he probably jeered and booed. but
basically the most he was convicted ol domg was throwing a firccracker which hurt no one.

He is now a mature man who (by all the accounts [ have seen) has lived. while “underground™ for more than
twenty years. in just the way a university trustee or chancellor would Tike his or her son to behave. 1 see no
good. and real harm. 1n using prosceutorial discretion against. rather than for. Howard Mechante, (That harm. |1
helicve., will include a Turther souring of public pereeption of the U.S government--comparable to the souring
that resulted not merely from its acttons before and during the tragedy in Waco. but from its later fearful or
vindictive relusal to be open and truthful about those actions.) And contrariwise. | sce real good. and no harm.
in using that discretion for him. because he has carmned leniency by the Tife he has Tived. He has shown by the
quality ol his Tife the sincerity of his protest. however misguided. which got himvinto this very bad situation--
from which [ hope he may yet be given the grace to pull himselr and live @ productive lite as the good citizen
he really 1s.

Yours sincerely,

’ - SN
N

Carter Revard
Professor of Fnehish Emeritus

Washington University, St. Louis



JOSEPH L. ADAMS OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
MAYOR CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY

6801 DELMAR BLVD.

UNIVERSITY CITY, MO 63130
(314) 8626767, ext. 206

FAX: (314) 863-9146

June 23, 2000

Mr. Roger C. Adams

Oftice of the Pardon Attorney
U. S. Department of Justice
500 First St. NW
Washington, D.D, 20530

Dear Mr. Adams,

Please find enclosed a copy of a resolution passed by the City Council of
University City on June 19, 2000, We support a commutation of Howard
Mechanic’s sentence.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact. me.

Sincercly,

cc: Mark Wrighton, Chancellor - Washington University
{-Bluce M. Roger, HMCSG-STL

enclosure
JLA:lkm
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m 6801 Delmar Boulevard, University City, Missouri 63130, Phone: (314) 862-6767, Fax: (314) 8§63-9146

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Howard Mechanic was convicted of throwing a cherry bomb
firecracker, which hit no one and caused no damage, at the site of the burning ROTC
building at Washington University during an anti-Vietnam war protest on May 4,
1970; and

WHEREAS, we believe justice and reconciliation are best served by reduction of
Howard Mechanic’s unduly harsh five year sentence, imposed during a turbulent time
in U.S. history, and immediate release on parole, based on his co-defendant’s lesser
sentence and oo his twenty eight year life as a productive citizen.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of University
City, Missoun, supports Howard Mechanic’s petition for the commutation of
sentence.

ADOPTED this 19" day of June, 2000.

Mayor

ﬁémmwﬂw

City Clerk

.www.unIv‘r“‘Y”‘,ymo.org
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10201 West Plco Boulevard Building 1z Los Angeles CA 90035 tel: J10 369 0093

June 1, 2000

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mister President,

[ am a film director and screenwriter and long-time supporter of your administration.
Now I am writing to seek your help in correcting a serious miscarriage of justice. As an
alumnus of Washington University in Saint Louis and 2 member of the Board of
Trustees, I am adding my voice to those urging clemency for Howard Mechanic, now
serving a five-year sentence in Federal prison for an offense that occurred more than 30
years ago during a student protest on the Washington U. campus immediately following

the shootings at Kent State.

In the midst of an angry student demonstration, the ROTC building was set on fire and it
is alleged that Howard Mechanic threw a “cherry bomb” at fireman battling the blaze.
Howard served six months on state charges for his alleged involvement and was then
sentenced to five years in Federal prison for the same offense, the first application of the
“Rap Brown rider” to the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Rather than serve more jail
time for an act he still maintains he did not commit, Howard fled and started a new life.
Over the ensuing 28 years, Howard distinguished himself in business in Arizona, started
a family, championed numerous environmental issues and social causes, and became so
respected in the liberal community that he finally agreed to run for a city council seat in
Phoenix. When he confided his real past to a local journalist doing pre-election
coverage, he was exposed and now sits in federal prison facing a five year sentence and
hoping that you will see the injustice in his situation and grant clemency. (As a point of
reference, another defendant, Larry Kogan was charged with exactly the same offense
and reccived a sentence of ninety days, three years probation and a $3000 fine.)

Beyond his guilt or innocence (and there is good reason to believe Howard Mechanic was
[alsely accused) the larger issue here is whether, after all these years and all we have
suffered as a nation because of the war in Vietnam, do we still need to exact this cruel
cctribution on a man who has in every respect proven himself over the last thirty years to
be a responsible, compassionate, productive and law-abiding citizen?



The political events of the 1960’s polarized this country and most of its colleges and
universities in dramatic and unprecedented ways and students everywhere responded with
perhaps intemperate but sincere passion. Given the perspective of informed hindsight, I
think it is timne to at long last put those divisive times behind us and, in the spirit of
reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic a commutation of his sentence.

Sincerely,

Mool Ran—__

Harold Ramis



WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

“Thirty years later. justice should be tempered with mercy. At Mechanic's trial, the evidence against him was
weak. The events the night of the fire were chaotic. Co-defendant Larry Kogan served 90 days before being
placed on probation. Another student, Joel Achtenberg, was acquitted after a new trial. Mechanic didn’t injure
anyone that night, and in the intervening years, he’s been a model citizen who seemed to sentence himself to a
lifetime of community service. A fugitive can’t be allowed to walk away free. But surely a deal can be worked
out where Mechanic serves a lighter sentence. possibly on the same order as his co-defendant. Then, perhaps,
Mechanic will be free of the burden of his past and his debt to society.”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial, February 2000

“IUs tempting to look at all the mistakes and crimes committed by Mechanic and to rush to judgment. We
shouldn’t do that, however. without first considering the context in which all of these actions occurred. And con-
stdering that context. we conclude that Mechanic should not be made to serve five years in federal prison for his
initial crime nor face anything stiffer than fines for all illegal acts stemming from the first . . . These were
undoubtedly turbulent times and authorities clearly wanted to send a message with this law and Mechanic’s con-
viction and sentence. Now, however, we can have that all-important context and can reason that this sentence
was far too harsh . . . Perhaps passions were too heated 30 years ago to ensure a proportional sentence. That was
then, however. This 1s now.”

The Arizona Republie, Editorial, February 2000

“Mechanic should go free and the feds should stop wasting their time on this non-case. 1t is not justice to go
after Howard Mechanic - it’s stupidity.”

Jana Bommersbach, Commentator, Channel 3 TV, Phoenix, Arizona, September, 2000

“There is much to suggest that convicting Howard Mechanic of this law had less to do with justice than with
sending a message to the campus hellions of the time . . . Il there was any theme to the tumultuous '60s and 70s,
it was this: overreaction. The Civil Obedience Act of 1968 was just one tangible manifestation of this. In 2000,
however. we need not succumb to the same passions.”

0. Ricardo Pimentel, columnist, The Arizona Republic, February, 2000

“He should pay a fine and serve probation and get on with his life.”
Joe Evans, Vice Chancellor in charge of campus security at Washington University from 1969 to 1990

Quoted in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 2000

1 think Howard's already punished himseltf enough.™

Bob Metcalf, fireman who was on the scene in 1970
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Ex-fugitive pleads guilty of charges
related to his flight from law in 1972 |

Prosecutors now will not

fight Howard Mechanic’s

request to leave jail early

. BY TIM O’NEIL
Of the Posi-Dispatch

Howard L. Mechanic, who went
underground 28 years ago rather
than serve prison time for throwing

a cherry bomb during an anti-war -

riot at Washington University,
pleaded guilty to related charges
Wednesday in Phoenix.

A spokeswoman for Mechanic,
52, said the plea agreement worked
out with prosecutors will allow him
to concentrate upon seeking a pres-
idential commutation of his origi-
nal five-year term. He began
serving it in February upon the un-
raveling of his longtime alias as
Gary Tredway of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
owner of a mail-order health food
business and social activist.

The deal includes agreement by
the US. attorney’s office in St.
Louis to take no position on Me-
chanic’s request to President Bill
Clinton. Michael Reap, first assist-
ant in the federal prosecutor's of-
fice here, sald the goal was v
“maintain the integrity of the jus-
tice system.”

“We felt it was appropriate that
Mr. Mechanic acknowledge some
contrition for the events since his
original conviction,” Reap said.

In October 1970, a U.S. District

“was active in

Court jury here convicted him of .

interfering with authorities during
a civil disorder — specifically, of
throwing a cherry bomb at fire-
fighters during the riot on May S,
1970, when the Air Force ROTC
building at Washington Umvenmy
was burned.
Mechanic said
he never threw
anything.

At the time,
Mechanic was a ¥4
senior from -
suburban
Cleveland who

protests against
the Vietnam X -
War. In May Seeking presidential
1972, he commutation
jumped bail rather than begin
serving time,

On Wednesday in Phoenix, Me-
chanic pleaded guilty of failing to
appear for the sentence and of
falsely obtaining a passport in
1997, bath felonies. U.S. District
Judge Roger Strand imposed an
agreed-upon sentence of four
months in prison, plus a $5,000
fine, on the fallure to appear, and
set Sept. 21 for sentencing on the
second plea. Prosecutors dropped a
third charge of falsely obtaining a
Sociul Security card

The naw four months would be
concurrent, ar served with the cur-

rent prison term. The deal pro-
poses probation and another $5,000
fine on the passport offense.

About 30 supporters of Mechanic
attended the hour-long hearing.
Athia Hardt, his spokeswoman in

Mechanic

Phoenix, said Mechanic began t;he

hearing by expressing regret for

lying 10 people in Scottsdale and

cutting himself off from friends
" and relatives durmg his years. on

the lam.

Hardt said he apologized specifi-

cally to Carter Revard, professor

emeritus of English at Washington

University, who put his house up as
part of Mechanic's appeal bond in
1971.

While Mechanic awaits wurd'
‘from Clinton, he will remain an in- 1*

mate at a mediume.security federal
prison in Florence, Ariz. e
Commutation is a presidential

prerogative, and the federal tradi-
£lion i3 to seek the opinion of the

prosecutor’s’ office that obtained
the original conviction. Now that
Mechanic pleaded guilty, " said
Reap, “We will respond, as we
have agreed and will take a peu-
tral ition.”

cal perspective here, and other
presidents have issued pardons
and commutations in Vietnam-era

_—

r"'Reap added: “There is a hlstorl- '

’cascs Wc all need to close th:s
anic ﬂed to the Southwest

in 1972 and obtained identification”

using his alias in 1976. He main- -

tained his. secret until January,.

when he dropped his campaign for
a seat on the Scottsdale City Coun-

cil after having to concede to a lo- .

cal newspaper that he had lied

about his birthplace, family and ed- .

ucation. He surrendered to federal
marshals on Feb. 10.
E-mail: tonell@postnet.com

Phone: 314-340-8132 : I
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good morning, dave —

>
up rather late last night with me, weren’t you?
nastygiris.com. fimm. relaning? perhaps it's none of my
business (ha ha ha). ... speaking of business, dave, j
noticed you cashed out of intel yesterday. it wouldn’t pe
pecause of all that credit card debt you and the wife
have run up lately, would it? ... anyway, have a good

day at the office,dave. i look forward to more of thase

y
e-mails about — how did you put It? — that “boss i'd

like to strangle with a coat hanger.” ...
> ) -

BY JEFFREY ROSEN
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Convicted in 1970 for antiwar activity,
Howard Mechanic spent 30 vears in hiding
as one Gary Tredwav. Then Tredwav

ran for the City Council m Scotisdale, Ariz.
Not a smart move. By Lisa Belkin

FOR NEARLY THRLUE DECADES, HIS WANTED POSTER DI-
scribed him as “armied and dangerous.”™ But the clean-shaven
man in the federal penitentiary here in Flovence, Ariz., looks
more like an aging Boy Scout. He wears the mud-brown poly-
ester-cotton shircand panes thatave standard-issue prison garh.
There is a pair of black reading glasses in his only pocket. and
his blue canvas sneakers are the slip-on kind — no laces al-
Jowed Afrer all dhose vears i Birkenstocks. the closed-toe
shoes Teel odd o his feer. Morve disorentung stll s his bare
wrist 1 hed been wenrmg awaceh when he turned himsel!in,
e woubd have heen allowed 1o keep e Bur there are surict
rules about what niay be senvinto a penttentan.

Time loonrs Loree e peisons Phe tricke the man savs s not o
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focus onitoand he s beaer ot that than he weas dormneg Tos firs bried Tockup
a hitetime ago. But the diraads of Bis world aee tangled up o amie, Free
vears: the federal sentence he s serving, Thirny vears: the distonee between
tis serene spring morning and the chaotic night of the crine, Twventy-
cight vears: the gap bevween the lile he fled, in the Tallol 1972, and the one
thatis now unraveling.

Todav marks three decades since Richard Nixon expanded the Vietam
War to include Cambadia, and May 4 1s the anmiversary of the death of
four students at Kent Stue University, shot by Natonal Guardsmen dur-
g protests over that war. In the weeks after Kent State, demonstraors
burned av least 32 R.O.T.C. buildings, including one at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. Howard Mechanic, a 22-year-old senior, was in the
crowd watching those flames, his face all but hidden by a bied’s nest of hair
and ascrulty beard.

Someonc lobbed a cherry bomb toward the clustered firclighters thar
nizht. No one was hurt when the firecracker exploded. No damage was
done. Howard Mechanic was charged with that crime (he denied it then
and still denies it now) and was the first person in the counury to be found
suilty under a harsh 1968 law designed 1o quelt campus protests. The sen-
tence was five years, and when all his appeals were exhausted he skipped
bail and disappeared.

In February he was caught. He was living where he has been for 2
years, in plain sight, in and around the tony and conservative town of
Scottsdale. Ariz. He probably would be there still had he not done some-
thing audacious or naive, depending on your point of view. Using his as-
sumed name, Gary Tredway, Floward Mechanic ran lor elecuve otfice. In
a move ripe for Freudian analysis (“Was I secretly hoping 1o get caught?”
he asks. T don't believe that T was™), he became a candidate for the
Scottsdale City Council. And when a local reporter came asking ques-
vions for a standard candidate profile, he told her his secrets — and then
asked her not to tell them to anyone else. :

Why on earth did he run for officé? He took the risk, he says, because

)

his past seemed a world away. So far away that he'd Torgotten how o spell
his given name (when he surrendered, and signed Howard Lawrence Me-
chanic for the first time since 1972, he could not remenmber whether his
middle name had a “w ™ ora “u”). So far away that, despite frequent visits
by the Federal Bureau ol Investigation o his twin brother in California
(where agents snapped photos of one brother so they would know what
the other looked like), he didn’t really believe that anyone would sull care.

But we do. When the Chicago Seven defendant Abbie Hoffman surren-
dered after six years posing as an environnientalist named Buarry Freed;
when the Black Panther accomplice Katherine Ann Power turned up as a
restaurateur named Alice Metzinger; when the Symbionese Liberation
Army member Kathleen Soliah was found living as a docror's wite (and
sometime actress) named Sara Jane Olsen; when the former Weatherman
Bernardine Dohrn emerged as if [rom nowhere after a decade under-
ground — each of those tinies we were startled by their ability to vank us
back into the past. The 60’s spill into the Zeroes, and cach fugitive who re-
surfaces from that most curbulent of times forces us to probe the wonnds
and find that they sull have not healed.

They cause us to ask other questions too. What does it take 1o abandaon
‘one life and cloak voursell inanather? Can you live withouta past, with no
connecrion to a farmer self, or does the real “vou™ — m Mechanic’s case a
pacilist-entrepreneurial-vegetarian environmentalist — always win out?

It anvone could have faded away and blended ni, 1w should have been
Howard Mechanic. Those who knew Tum in college deseribe himuas quiet
and bookish, the tvpe who nighu easily gee lostinacrowd. “Twouldn't de-
scribe him as a leader” says Phillip Koch, now a filmnaker in Chicago,
whoroomed with Mechanic m their senior vear at Washington Universiw
“There were others on campus who were L. berter ar tha”

I other words, he wasn'va radical ora nuhion Mot SIS o SILAL o

Weathernn. Hewas justa kol shaped by a momenmand drason o cauese,

Lasa Bielleni on o conembigiies woiier foi the e 2,

Lifes Wk colezor i The New York 1
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‘This is
the easy
part,’

Overion said.
‘We're just going
fo make sure
vou are who you

say you are.’
That was i
when

Tredway
began to

sweal.

The “Tredrway” fmily
arvaid 1981,

B ¥ .
“Tredway” with his gilfrien:.
11 the late 90's.

Sevwhile 1vis tempting to lump him with Abbie Hotfman or Kathleen Sol
iah, his story is more disquieting than theirs. True, he said things back ther
hke, “The law, coures and pigs protect the propertied interests™ (part of hi:
statement just after his conviction) and “All you have wo dois read a livtle
Mars and vou'll figure out how ic's all going to turn out™ (a memorabl
commient o a classmate). And, true, his hair was as godawlul as 60's hai
could zer. Butstrp the blandishments of the era away and what's fefuis ar
carnest. smart, somewhat awkward nerd who got the book thrown achim
A nerd who was caught because, alter 28 vears of Iving, he wurned out o b
aaurprisingly fonsy lare

Which s why laver this week, while odhers march widh candles 1o com-
mremorate Rent Stae, Floward Mechanic will bo o jdl — 0 man su

L'lel:ll[ e e \‘-'.\I"), ZlH(l \'\'HI!\‘&_'('iII:_; lll“ i [II(; L.

CCALD M IO ARDY, T SAYS, TARTNG A AMOTDER PEASTICSENT 1T
starh white visior'™s room at the start ol our owve-and-a-half-lhour v,
s Qe e e i T Ponsall cenmng veed ro 7 e was
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Tt vears auoeon el 21 < Luher Ralph,

e ) |1mu—u|m| ])ll st b mother, wan o hoaentiheer.

s vwin Brodien Flarvey, save |u .lml FHloward werns e Jewndi hoye ™

CWe were

Ham ey recalls widh pride nre

hving in the comfortable Cleveland suburb of Shaker Ferdis
hodh National MericSeholaeship hinadisis.”
chan dhree decades after the Tact

fn 1906, Howard Mechane envolled e Washingion Universiin,

ane focas of student wrath was the ROTC, trainimg program. In Maech

\\'h('l'('

1970, the umversiey gora cowrt imunceon agansi any lutare demonsora-
tons, and Mechanic was one ol several students specificallv named i tha
mjunciion. The court order didn’t stop hinn on the nighe of May 4, 1970,
however. Tt seemed as if nothing could stop the vage that night. Around
the counrry, thousands of National Guardsmen were tILp](\\xLl on hun-
dreds of campuses as 250 colleges went on surike. A the University of
C[Hu"() 5ludLnls LIU" trenches o protect themselves ay anst lll( raops.
At Wabash Colleve in Crawlordsville, Tnd., one protester set himsell on
fire. Three students were stabbed in the bedlam at the University of New
Mexico at Albuquerque.

And at Washington University, as many as 3,000 protesters gathered o
watch the R.OT.C. butlding go up in {lames, chanting “Burn, baby,
hurn™ and “Kent State, Kent State.”
went unchecked after firetrucks were turned back by rock-throwing
demonsuators. Mechanic was in the crowd, along with his girltriend. Ac-
cording to his federal trial testimony, their evening bevan ar about 10

The blaze, later llllui to be arson,

o’clock at a rally 10 the university quadranyle, where a series of speakers
denounced the invasion of Cambodia. At midnight, “a large poruon of
that crowd went to the ROT.C. building,” he testified, “and T went
with that crowd.” He did not cause any property damage that mighe, he
said. Nor did he throw anything. He specifically clcnud that he had
thrown a cherry bomb. I can’t lc"numbex when the last ume was chat |
had a cherry bomb.” he said. “I have seen them.”

Mechanic's first conviction was on state charges for contempr of court
— attending the rally in violation of the injunction. The {our and a third
months he spent in the county jail on that charge (shortened trom six
months when he was given time of for goad Iwclnwon) were the foundarion
for his Later decision 1o flee. The ¢ u\uds. he says, “were ex-mulitary” and did
not take well to a kid charged \wrh plotc:.[m«' the war. “I had one uumd
who would say if he getsa chance he's going to take me out and 5|1oot me.’

The contempt ur ial was followed by a h.dcl"ll trial, and chere Mechanic
made history. In 1968 Congress had approved the Civil Obedience Act
which prohibits a person from interfering with “any fireman or law en-
forcement officer” who is doing his job “during the commission of a civil
disorder.”™ A civil disorder is defined as disruption or damage caused by a
group of three or more people.

Mechanic was the first person ever tried under the act, and a reading of
the trial transcript shows the government’s case to be anything but mtwln
Nineteen prosecution witnesses were called. Only one of them actually tes-
tilied against Mechanic. Most were {irefighters, police officers and news
photographers who established that there had been more than three peaple
m the crowd. The one man who claimed to have seen Mechanic with a cher-
ry bomb was a law student named Donald R. Bird. Fle died in 1983.

Bird’s testimony was far from convincing. First he said he saw the cher-
rv bomb in Mechanic’s hand. Then he smd he saw ivonly after icleft “the
person of Howard Mechanic.™ At one point Bird J<,|\nm\vl(.(|gu| that the
cherry bomb “could have come, perhaps, from someone standing about
five oi six leet behind.” :

Mechanic was sentenced to five years in federal prison foran act that, in
aless volatile era, might have resulied ina slap on the wrisi. Fora year and
a half, Mechanic appealed. The tederal Court of Appeals agreed that Bird
was “a highly partisan witness who desired 1o see the defendants con-
victed,” but the convicton was allowed o stnd. Tn 1972, the Supreme
Court declined to hear the case and Mechanic was ordered to surrender.

He fled insiead, later maihing his parents 2 noie thae said be would bein
ouch. He also leftone of his professors ina hireh — an English professor
wmeas collareral for Mechnme's 510,007 hal.

who had puiup his

{lh)llf\'

el his s swhacven have vondo and vou denc fanve achonee

wrve frve vears T NMechnne siva,

Souse didntc bl
thinks.

Peaple
[ did
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\/’ A \\/“ // FIFR TWAS 120 FARS OF T HOWNREY MECTARITC BECGAN
i ;o vollecting semps - commmemorinve covelopes cancelad
74‘/' S Cape Canmaveral a the vine of one or another space
izl He also collected aniographs of all dhe asoronaurs.
Je had one postcard signed v Yo Gagann, the Tiest man in space.and
another sigoed by all seven of the orgimal Mercury astronans,

While Tis case was being appe aled. he sold the st imps. By the ume s
finnal appeal was rejected, e had raised $1.000. Widh the cash in his pock-
et hie boarded @ bus, expecimy wo seade in Albuquerque. Buc when he
cor there, the wearher was 1ao cold, so he zot back on the bus and suived
on unul Phocenix.

He hked chat the city was nota radical place. ©T was trying to sty away
from radical poliries.” he savs, and in the laind of Barry Goldwater (and later,
John McCain) diere
lege town of Rmpn, where a 24-vear-old could easily blend in. Gettng used
to his new name (he refuses o say where he yot his identity or divulge any
detatls that gl mormmmate odiers) took about six months. Getting nd of
the nighunares --being hunted, being caught — took more than 10 years.

The most difficult part, he says, was |n\m" (o “minimize my abilitics.’
He could show no proof of having gradu: wed from college; nor was there
anv way to act on his acceprance to Boston University |n\v school, which
he believes revoked its acceprance after his conviction. Yer he found it hard
to be anvehing but well educated and ouwspoken. His firsc job was as a
shell-stocker in a health-food store, and he 'lppnrcmly didn’t do well a1
keeping his mouth shut. *My boss thought | was uying to talee his job,” he

savs. Eventually he went into business on his own, as a local distributor for
several national health-food products. He also invented a gadget that al-

were fewer temptations. e setded, at first, n the eol-

lows people o fill empty pill ¢ 1p>ul«_\ with home remedies.

He had become astrie vegetarian in college and was drawn to an organic-
food-buying club in TLI“I]PL During the 70's it grew into the Gentle
Suength Co-op, and Tredway became a memiber of the board. In 1977, he
met a college student named Ingrid Gold at the co-op, where she was work-
ing partiime as a cashier. While lhey were dating, they protested the build-
g of the Palo Verde nuclear plant together, Gold remembers, but unhke
some other protesters, they were careful not to trespass and risk arrest.

Gold and Tredway were married in 1950, and their son, Ari, was born in
1981. By 1985 they were divorced, because, Gold says, he was a better per-
son than she was willing to be. “You know about his life,” she says, refer-
||I‘|U to I]C] ex- I]qublnLl S I.'lLl\ Ut I”[Ll(.\'. |l] thl]“\ m:llClLl] ‘]I]d YOU‘\’
seen me.” We are at a bistro outside Scottsdale when she says this, and
she's dressed ina chic panesuit and taseeful bu glivtery ycwchy, her copper
hair stylishly cut. “Lets just say one of us wanted to move on.”

Which doesn’t mean that Tredway was standing still. He had a knack {or
business. He imvested inaline of |mmcnpu|m pr ()(lllLL\ then put the pmhls
in an auto-resalvage business — buying wrecked cars at insurance auctions
and fixing them up (with new identities, if you will) for resale.

After a falling out with the paruner who did the actual work, he bought
the Abode, a modest 12-unit apartment-hotel for Anzona snowbirds,
where he installed solar hot-water heaters. In many ways he was a ught-
wad, buying most of the furnishings for his hotel, mdudmw m\wlx, at
swap meets. But he prided himsell on never turning out a tenant who fell
behind — remembering the professor who stood 1o lose his home when
Howard Mechanic disappeared.

Mare than tive years avo, Tredway placed a personal ad inu locad alierna-
tive weekly, loaking fara “leli-thinking, nonsmeking, vegetarian socual ac-
vvist” Janey Grossoar swered tha adt and dhey have considered them-
selven “life pareners™ ever since, Grossian, who s parted 1o (,iu.m-nm!.m
Blouses and embroidered hair 1'»1m|x‘ workes for the (ﬁwllllilllllil\ HHH‘;HI"
Partnership, a nonprofic group that rents apartments to lonwmiinene fen-
aart, she remembers,

ans She Toved evervihing abou Tredway Tron dhe s




sove Torone thing, “Fhis name” she savss 1 ealled o Triend adrer we T

met and sad, Treally don'vhike che name Gare™

During his vears with Cirossman, Trecdhway became bolder O, pucanothen
way, he inched doser to revealing his vrue selll He regularle wrone feteers oo
the local newspapers protesting things hike the use of public tix money o 1i-
nance arenas for privaie sports franchises, He worked to help pass the suie's
Clean Elecuions Act, a ballot imuative that elimmiates corporate donations o
poliial campaigns. (The mieasure has since been declared unconsritunonal
and 1s being appealed.) While spearheading the public campaign o support
the act, he allowed himself w pose for a newspaper photograph. He was also
interviewed on local cable TV, Each step brought the spotlight closer, and
when no one recognized him, it was easier L]]\L the next, lirger step.

“I was getting a higher and higher profile,” he says. “T felt it was a risk
but I'was oying to make some positive changes for the city.” Eventually,
fellow activists began urging him wo run Tor City Council, and he found
himselt agrecing. “Te was like you're ona uain,” he explains. “The train s
gonng in a certain direction and you can actively vet off the train, but peo-
ple want vou o stay on.”

Politics, Grossman believes, is whar Howard Mechanic would have (lnne
had his lite worked out differently. “Fe's really a very Pl)lIIILlI PLIb(H1
she says, eves filling with tears. “I've accused him sometimes of caring
more about politics len he docs about me. Scottsdale City Council is very
small potatoes for what I think he could have done had his life 30 years ago

not led him to where he is.”
P -\\
o)
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chanic well, but he followed the cherry bomb tnal, and he
knew that his classmate had led. In 1973 or °74, Ben Zaricor
was artending a National Nutritional Foods Association convention in San
Diego. I turned a corner and there he was, standing there in sandals,” says
Zaricor, who now owns Good Earth Teas and Restaurant Services, based in
Santa Cruz, Calif. “I recognized him immediately,” he says, even though
the man was now named Gary Tredway.

ACKIN 1970, BEN ZARICOR WAS PRESIDENT OV THE STUDENT
union at Washingron Universitv. He didn’t know Howard Me-

Over the years, Mechanic says, just 12 people came to know his secret.
The only condition of our interview was that he would not name thein,
[or fear that they might be charged with aiding a fugitive. Mechanic did
not tell me about Zaricor; | tracked him down mysell and found him ca-
ger to describe how he decided 1o protect a friend. 1 went over and n-
troduced mysell,” he says of the health-food convention. ““Howard nev-
erasked me, *Are you going to turn me in?’ He knew I wouldn't just by
the way Tacted.”

For many years after that, the men were in close touch. They spent sumi-
mers together in California when Mechanic wanted to escape the heat of
Arizona. Periodically, Zaricor brought his son 1o Phoenix 1o see the Oak-
land A’s at baseball spring training.

For Zaricor, who was himself once suspended from campus fo parucipat-
ny 1 nunwolcm demonstration, the friendship with Mechanic was his
chance to righta wrong. “T felt like we'd bath been through a war tovether at
Washington University,” he says. “Students were In[luwul our p]mnm were
tpped, we were thrown in jail. Hloward was sull a prisoner of that war.”

For Mechanic — who often had to avoid Flare Krishnas, because his twin
had joined the sect and the Krislias might nustake him for Flarvey — the
{rendship with Zancor was arare chance to be with someone who knew the
whole of him. Buticalso reminded lim that diseovery could lie araund any
corner. This secret was not the kind vou'd tell 1 buddy overa beer. The sim-

plost question could lead o a thie

wr ol answers, so lieavoided even simple

questions. What laoked ke dootness was justa man bicng his tongue.
Thene who have known hin Tor vews (o thoughio they Enew iy

Sherrey

worked swich Tredhwav om the Bleral newslereer e

now hind themselves thinking ol conversarions they never haid,

Bohlen, Tor insianee,
Carrent and docso’t once remember “having o discussion vl hin oui

side of the projectachand.” Bohlen and herbosbhand adopred o Victnan-

ese orphan in 1973, ther ovwn privare attenpt toongh what dhes aw s

ol wrong When most people Tearn aboat her son, she savs,
sparks a conversanon Tredway never said aword.

v Winkler, o Plocis insuiance chims supervisor — and, by coine
about huma

dencea 1972 waduare of Washing cton University —-wrore

surrent, Tredway was his editor, Winkler never recos vz
recognized hin. I\wh[ be
fore he turncd himsell in, he ealled and 1\|\u] me 1 1 had ever 11~mul

out,” Winkler says.

l'i;]ll.\ for The ¢
Lis Tellow alum, bun Tredway, he now Knows,

The few tmes Tredway told his seeretwas when he had no other choie
“1was forced by circomsiances.” he says. “Things are discovered, certai
things lead to certain other arcas, and you ty 10 explain it so it doesn’
cause a problem.”

In other words, he would tell when he was about to be found out. His {or
mer wife, Ingrid Gold, will not discuss what she knew when, bur she was ap
parently still in the dark when their son was born in 1981, “T said, “You hav
onc last name, I have another; which one should we give the baby?'” sh

says. [t was mtended as o [ermnist provocation, but instead Tr edway quickl
agreed that the boy should take hix mother’s name. “I didn’t understan.
then.” she says, “that his name meant nothing good o him.”

Janet Grossman also declines 1o talk about when she learned the truth, bu
she agrees that she knew by Fehruary of this year, when Tredway’s secret un
raveled. Penny Overton, a fresh-laced but dogged investigative reporter fo
The Iribune, in Scottsdale, was assigned to write a standard candidate pro
file, and she was not happy it. She'd been called olf the really hot story at th
time — the discovery of « headless torso in a Scotrsdale trash bin — to writ
pap about a “very bland man.”

Tredway scemed edyy, Overton remembers. “Don’t worry,” she tol
him. “This is the easy part. We're just going to make sure you are who yor
say you are.” That was when Tredway began to sweat, soaking his shir
within minutes.

Sull thinking the problem was first-time-candidate nerves, Overton begar
with her {riendliest qucslion.\'. “Tell me about your family,” she asked
“Where did you yrow up?” '

lrLd\\Aw sad he was an or phan, adding that he didn’t want to talk about it

“Tell me three staries, then, about your life, about how you got where you
are,” she says she asked. “C’mon, everyone has three stories.”

Tredway had only one, Overton says, about a business trip to China in the
carly 70's.

Overton lelt that alternoon “exhausted from having 1o beg and plead for
things that most pnliticims‘ are trying topalm off on you all the time.” Tred.
way pwui her several times (|mmU the next few days, checking on the statu:
ol her mvestgation and wundm” muensnwlv agitated. When they nexi
met, Grossman was also present, and Overton ”uc'\\gd that Tredway was “‘s¢
white bread™ ehat he was worried that a pmhlc would include the fact tha
the couple were living wogether.

“No, Idon't think that's why we asked you to come,” Grossman said.

“I'mnot who you think [am,” Tredway said. “U'm not Gary Tredway.”

He was a fugitive, he explained. outhining his erime but not telling her his
real name or the name of his school. When he decided to run for City Coun-
al Overton savs he wold her, he and “a small group of friends™ had faked a
résumé, choosing as his alima macer Franconia College, in New Hampshire,
because it closed in 1978, (He now savs he wrote the résumé alone.) But
once he realized Overton was planning o check, he wold her, he panicked.

For the next few hours, sitting by the poolat the Abode, Tredway begged
()\LI Lon not to [&”. AA[ one Pl_)lnl h(_ LIU IOt ]]l'\ tax tU[HI\ Lo 5]]()\\' []l‘l[ hl_
Fad been carnmg about 5100000 a vear, paving his tull share of tises and giv-
lrl o .“[\LH.\.”(U‘ hl ln\.””]Ll“Ll]“][\ N”“, }"()ll Un(’lt'll\".”](l \\'hy .\'OLI Cnl]‘[
\\Iil\ abon me,” he said erving guictly = Youllsend ine o jail. You can ei-
ther be agood reporter o1 1 good persan.”

FHerold herallthis, he now savacbecause he thoushoshe would proece s
Afterdl noane else he told Tad toned i
Iealmost worked. ™

seciet Fihought Feould et

her ol the story™ he savs,

Overton bricled one edinor, dien spene the weekend hiking o die Ao

Mowmeams, near desicos o agonizing over what to donesie She Tinally

decrded e becanse Tredwa s ronmine Tor ofhice e was obbared o



When he
turned

himself
in, and
signed Howard
Lawrence
Mechanic for
the first time
since 1972, he
could not
remember how
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middle

ARV oxit.
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Mechaiic afrev bis
Gririad arvest (n 1970.

Mechanic as Tredwway

i a 2000 campaiyn photo.

report what she knew. Tredway spent that same weekend on the computer.
Fe reasoned that if he dropped out of the race he would not be a public
figure and the paper might leave him be. But he needed a compelling rea-
son lor withdrawing, and he surfed medical sites looking tor a disease that
would serve as his excuse. _

On Monday murninq, when Overton returned to the affice, she found a
stateiment from Tredway o lis supporiers, announcing he had Teuhein
and would not run. Wha
P]”[”]”" Jnonwnt UI bllLllLL 1(\[ TlLLl\\ ]\ lhk. l’l“‘.] \ |‘Y7||1|L 1] “—P(”lk\-

followed was a circus, The Ciy Council was,
was plannmyg a column about how the man was “teo pure for politics.

Tredwies Hinal Hies eather than civing Overion second thovghue, nade

Lo more certame U Fe s nondving he's Tomg 7 shie amonaeed toanvon

L 'I() \.‘.'('III\‘ “.\'l('ll, lll'\‘il Vo ’I\'l' Shory

CARTER REYARPYISTIUL PROESSOR O] L PTERATURLE, NOW RETTREFDW o
When the

voung man skipped own, Revaed recenved adeter saving his home would be

pre his horse upoas collarerad tor Floward Mechame's bond.

tikerunless he could repav the 12,0000 A Tund was setup by Revand's col-
lewzues — Mechanics fadher sentacheck for 52,000 — and the prolessor did
not lose his home.

All these vears Tacer, Revard s sull furious — b novat Mechanie, " You
tell Howard that [supporthim completely,” he told me. " They gave him five
vears fora cherry bomb while vhey were handing aut Medals of Flonar for
dmppuw napalim on crvilans, | think the people who should be in jal are the
people wha prosccuted him.”’

Orthers are less forziving, Bob Metealf was a 27-year-old University City
lireman on dhe mght of the ROTC. fire, and he arrived on campus o find
The pumpers “could have gowen that fire out when we first gou
there,” says Metcall, who is now the chicf of the same fire dep.ulnknl ‘bur.
they wouldn'c let us do our job.” To dismiss Mechanic's crime as “just a
cherry bomb,™ he says, is to dismiss the people who were its intended tar-
sets. “He could have killed me,” he savs.

Opinion is divided in Scottsdale oo, where Gary Tredway received more
than 1,300 votes for Ciy Council, even while |- Joward Mechanic sat in pris-
on. His supporters argue that the charitable hfe he led over the past 28 years
should miagate his pLInlbI]H]Llll. The state’s chapeer of Conmiton Cause has
created a Web site where people can log examples of Mechanic’s good deeds.
“He seems o have joylully sentenced himself to a life of community serv-
ice,” writes Dennis Burke, the executive director of Arizona Common
Cause. “It will be up to a judge 1o determine if that has been enough.”

Mechanic’s critics, on the other hand, are far more woubled by his more
recent activities than by his original crime. A civic group known as We Love
Scottsdale poines out chat ronning for office under an assumed name is elec-
ton fraud, and that the “small group of friends™ who may have helped him
labricate a résumé are wuilty of the same ollense.

“Qur city should aggressively prosecute Gary Tredway for false filings,
fraudulendy collecting “contribuuons, 1llcqnl]y filing false papers with the
city and numerous othu criminal offenses,” says a statement issued by the
group. “But Scottsdale must also actively pursue the others in his group
who ...

Mechanic may well [ace charges of ¢ mlpﬂ"n vxolatlom state officials have
'\”(i AIlL]li\ I1C h]\ bek cn Lh""ed “l[l] ll\“]” a L]I\L bnl.l.ll QCLUll[—y nlln1b€|
t0 obtain an Arizona driver's license, which carries a penalty of up to 5 years,
and making a false statement in the application for a passport, which carmies
penalty ol up to 10 vears.

Aslorhis mwnml [ive-year prisun term, he is in a most unusual legal bind.
Orther Vietnam-era fugitives {led before they werc tried. Later sentences
were handed down in a more forgiving time. Katherine Ann Power served
six years for helping to rob a bank and killa police officer. Bernardine Dohrn
pleaded auilty to aggravated bauery and jumping bail, was fined $1,500 and

was p]nccd on tl]lu_ years' probarion. Silas. Bisscll hid for 17 years, then
served V2 years at a federal hallvay house for conspiring to bomb an
R.ONC. bmhllnu ata dilferent campus. David Fine, who planced a hone-
made bomb at the Univ ersity of Wisconsin in 1970, killing a physicist, spent
only three yeary in prison after being caughuin 1976. Only Howard Mechan-
ic faces a sentence micted out m another era. He has run out of appeals. His
case has already been heard by every court short of the Supreme Court.
meaning his best hope —and ivis a long shot— 15 a presidential pardon.

“a ot

C(mspirccl to rob our citizens of their voung rights.’

Does he wish he served the ame in the first place, Tasked him, and have
been done wich all this?

No, hieaavs, beaarse he would nochave emierged as the person he s wadave
[ Ve \‘ RN l!\_ SAVS ]lt]k””l N \\I[]) Ll]L l)l]L \l“)‘ o hl\ \\II\[ s nag ]l '“II"LI [
N Z_-\U| old than it is (o 4 52-vear-oldl Fe s stronger now, more able 1o
weaidher this storm.

L savs, hue Ddunls Tiade

T non somy to ey o Swdatl me life”

the rehi dectaon acthe e, m



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR BETH NOLAN
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: KAY CASSTEVENS
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached please find a copy of a letter sent to the President from
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond directly
to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of the
response to the Office of Records Management, Room 72 Old Executive
Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you

have any questions, please feel free to call Courtney Crouch,
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500.

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 2000

Dear Senator Boxer:

Thank you for your letter to the President recommending a
commutation of sentence for Mr. Howard Mechanic.

I have shared your concerns with the President and his other
advisors, and you will receive a response in the near future. 1In
the meantime, if I can be of assistance to you, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

7/
L//&g. é‘z %&‘é{u

Kay ezsstevens

Deputy Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director for Legislative
Affairs

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510



THE WHITE HOUSE ID# 434572
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET PAGE 1

DATE RECEIVED: 11/30/2000

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE BARBARA BOXER

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES INFORMATION ABOUT HOWARD MECHANIC AND REQUEST THE PRESIDENT TO
CONSIDER TAKING APPROPRIATE ACTION

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACTION DATE TYPE c COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  CHARLES "CHUCK" ORG 2000/11/30 {4 > '
BRAIN ’( ‘4' g // L / f
ACTION COMMENTS
/. ~‘ ‘/’ v ". /':, /'),/' ‘/‘/ . ) -L . o . /2-’
I/ e N N ' ,/;’ &/_/449’02':')" _ & 0__0_.__r'_l Rl
ACTION COMMENTS: -
. N V1l
OUATHL Mevedith Calre A oo ;1 gg
ACTION COMMENTS:
ACTION COMMENTS:
COMMENTS
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0 MEDIA: LETTER INDIVIDUAL CODES:
REPORT CODES: USER CODES:
PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
ACTION CODES: DISPOSITION CODES: OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
A - APPROPRIATE ACTION A - ANSWERED TYPE RESP = INITIALS OF SIGNER
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION B - NON-SEPC-REFERRAL CODE = A
D - DRAFT RESPONSE C - COMPLETED COMPLETED = DATE OF QUTGOING
F - FURNISH FACT SHEET S - SUSPENDED

I - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY
R - DIRECT REPLY W/ COPY
S - FOR SIGNATURE

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO
RECORDS MANAGEMENT.



THE WHIT_-E HOUSE . \D# 434589
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET PAGE 1
DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/2000
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE ED PASTOR
SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF HOWARD MECHANIC AND HIS PETITION FOR CLEMENCY
ACTION DISPOSITION
~ ROUTE TO: ACTION DATE TYPE c COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY .(STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD~<,
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  CHARLES "CHUCK" ORG

BRAIN

cahl

2000/12/05 ¢C

ACTION COMMENTS

Bt o ©, A

80 1222

c 99, _’3’_/1‘9{1(0

- VZ\JVVD(/,
ACTION COMMENTS:

CUKT #| Mereditih Cake i

ACTION COMMENTS:

. O oAy
00 13 4G

ACTION COMMENTS:

COMMENTS

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0 MEDIA:

REPORT CODES: USER CODES:
ACTION CODES: DISPOSITION CODES:
A - APPROPRIATE ACTION A - ANSWERED

C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION

D - DRAFT RESPONSE

F - FURNISH FACT SHEET

| - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY
R - DIRECT REPLY W/ COPY

S - FOR SIGNATURE

B - NON-SEPC-REFERRAL
C - COMPLETED
S - SUSPENDED

LETTER

INDIVIDUAL CODES:

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
TYPE RESP = INITIALS OF SIGNER
CODE=A

COMPLETED = DATE OF OUTGOING

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO

RECORDS MANAGEMENT.



[T 2465 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0302

ED PASTOR

20 DISTRICT. ARIZONA

[C1 411 N.CENTRAL AVE , SUITE 150
PHOENIX, AZ 85004
(602) 256-0551

f (] 2432 E. BROADWAY
f TUCSON, AZ B5719-6008

Nl 1520} 624-9986

PLEASE REPLY TO

(202) 225-4065
[C] 281W 24TH STREET, SUITE 118

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS @Ungl‘tgg nf tbe mnl’ttb 5tate§ YUMA, AZ 85364-8546

SUBCOMMITTEE ON (5201 726-2234

ENEHGY AND WATER

SUBCOMMITTEE ON

PHouse of Representatives

- A A

COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS November 27, 2000 *¥434589%*

OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT

CHIEF DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
This letter is in support of Howard Mechanic and his petition for clemency.

I, like many others, feel that he has served a sufficient amount of time incarcerated for the
various offenses of which he’s been convicted. But for his quest to continue as a good citizen
activist for nearly thirty years in his newfound environment his identity may never have been
revealed.

This is not to condone his flight from incarceration, but rather to highlight the fact that his nature
was being of one who believed in and still believes in what is right for his community and his
country. Nothing more and nothing less.

I urge you to deliberate fully and fairly in his petition and to find that the loss of freedom exacted
thus far is enough.

Member of Congress

cc: Susan M. Kuzma, Esquire
Deputy Pardon Attorney, USDOI

EP/tp

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 2000

Dear Representative Pastor:

Thank you for your letter to the President recommending
executive clemency for Howard Mechanic.

I have shared your concerns with the President and his other
advisors, and you will receive a response in the near future. In
the meantime, if I can be of assistance to you, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
et S 7 .' /
/2 .(LMC/’éé/w{.L_j

Kay éasstevens

Deputy Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director for Legislative
Affairs

The Honorable Ed Pastor
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 11, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR BETH NOLAN
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: KAY CASSTEVENS
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached please find a copy of a letter sent to the President from
Rep. Ed Pastor (D-AZ).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond directly
to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of the
response to the Office of Records Management, Room 72 0ld Executive
Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you

have any questions, please feel free to call Courtney Crouch,
Office of lLegislative Affairs, at 456-7500.

Enclosure



FROM : FILM POLICE F’HDN_E NO. : 773 463 4010 Dec. 18 2000 11:46RAM P3

THOMPSON COBUR N Thompson Coburn LLP

Attornevs at Law

Onc Firstar Pluce

St. Louis, Missouri 63101-1698
314-552-6000

FAX 314.5852-7000

wwrwrliompsancoburn.cem

December 7, 2000 . Thomas F. Eagleton

314-552-6030

FAX 314-552-7030
EMALL reagleton@
thompsoncobum com

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq.

Deputy Pardon Attomey

United States Department of Justice
Office of the Pardon Attomey

500 First Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20530

Re:  Howard Lawregce Mechanic

Dear Ms. Kuzrna:

Oa June 6, 2000, I wyote the attached letter to you. I understand that Howard
Mechanic is seeking a pardon sather than a commutation.

1 respectiully support Howard Mechanic's request for a pardon for the same
yeasons as expressed in my June 6, 2000 letter.

Regards,

T o Go it

Thomas F. Eagleton

TFE/kh
Enclosure



:SUPPORTERS OF

HOWARD MECHANIC:
4310 NORTH MOZART STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60618-1528
U.SA.

(773) 463-4010 TEL
(773) 463-4019 FAX

EMAIL: philkoch@ix.netcom.com
October 31, 2000

Ms. Meredith Cabe

Room 128

OId Executive Office Building
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D. C. 20500

RE: Howard Mechanic Petition for Clemency
Dcar Ms. Cabe:

I am writing to plead the case of Howard Mcchanic, “the last prisoner of the Victnam War”  Howard s an
innocent man unjustly incarcerated i a federal prison in Arizona because of a polincally charged casce that
occurred over thirty years ago at Washington University n St. Lows, Mo. Howard was charged with throwing a
cherry bomb firccracker during an anti-war demonstration and was sentenced to five years in prson. “The
firccracker hit no one and caused no damage. The only prosccution witness was a police informant who has since
dicd. A co-defendant, Larry Kogan, admitted 1n a NBC Datcline segment (atred "l'uesday, Scptember 5, 2000) that
in fact he, Larry, did it and that Howard did not do it Mr. Kogan was seatenced to ninety days for the same
offense by a different judge and was pardoned by President Reagan in 19811 Howard has always maimntamned his
innocence. Howard’s trial judge was a Nixon appomntee who convicted loward under a super-strict, draconian
Federal anti-demonstration law (the “H. Rap Brown act”) designed to muzzle protesters. “T'his is a clear case of
miscarriage of justice. Howard has been a modecl citizen for twenty-cight years in Arizona, volunteering numcrous
hours and donating personal funds for social justice, clean air, and water. I Tloward’s petition 1s successful, he will
have served over a year in jaill on this and related charges. Howard deserves full clemency (commutation and
pardon) granted by the President. T urge you to visit www.howardmechanicorg to learn more about this
outstanding mdividual. Many of us believe that it is ttme to put the divisive events of the Vietnam War behind us
and in the spirit of reconciliation and forgivencess, grant Howard Mcechanic’s petition for clemency.

President Clinton travels to Vietnam on Nov. 17. We think Howard’s petition should be answered during
that visit, as a demonstration of the United States’ commitment to forgiveness and reconciliation with all
combatants of the Vietnam era. We arc asking that President Clinton free “the last prisoner of the Vietnam
War” at that time.

Howards supporters include the former U.S. Scnator Tom Eagleton of Missourt; Chancellor of Washington
University, Mark S. Wrighton; Chancellor Ementus William Danforth; The Honorable Patrick Dougherty, Missour
House of Representatives; Bill Ramscy, Tuman Rights Actdon Scrvice; Writer/ Dicector Harold Ramis and many
others.

We understand that federal prosccutors m Missourt and Arizona have been on record as not opposed to a pardon
for Howard. (“We all need to close this chapter. We. . will take a ncutral position.”—Michacl Reap, First Assistant




——

-2- October 31, 2000
in the St. Louts Federal Prosccutor’s Office)  We also understand that the US. Pardon Attorney at the US.
Department of Justice in Washington 1s familiar with Howard’s case and 1s considering Howard’s petition.
We arce asking for fiftecen minutes of time with the President to present Howard Mechanic’s case.

Former Scnator Tom Eagleton of Missour: I strongly recommend that ...the President commute his
sentence to time served.”

Ms. Cabe, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and recommend clemency.

Gratefully,

o

Phillip Koch
Supporters of Howard Mechanic

Cc: Ms. Beth Nolan, White House Counscl
lincls.



:SUPPORTERS OF

HOWARD MECHANIC:
4310 NORTH MOZART STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60618-1528
U.SA.

(773) 463-4010 TEL
(773) 463-4019 FAX

EMAIL: philkoch@ix.netcom.com
October 31, 2000

Ms. Beth Nolan

White [Housc Counsel

T'he White House

West Wing, 20 Floor

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, . .. 20500

RE: Howard Mechanic Petition for Clemency
Dear Ms. Nolan:

I am writing to plead the case of Foward Mechanic, “the last prisoner of the Vietnam War”  loward 1s an
innocent man unjustly incarcerated m a federal prison in Anizona because of a politically charged case that
occurred over thirty years ago at Washington University in St Lows, Mo. Howard was charged with throwmg a
cherry bomb  firecracker during an anti-war demonstration and was sentenced to - five years i prison. ‘The
firccracker hit no one and caused no damage. "The only prosccution witness was a police informant who has since
died. A co-defendant, Larry Kogan, admitted 1n a NBC Datcline segment (aired Tuesday, September 5, 2000) that
in fact he, Lacry, did 1t and that Howard did not do it! Mr. Kogan was sentenced to nmety days for the same
offense by a different judge and was pardoned by President Reagan in 19811 Howard has always maintained his
innocence. Howard’s tral judge was a Nixon appointee who convicted Howard under a super-strict, draconian
l'ederal anti-demonstration law (the “H. Rap Brown act”) designed to muzzle protesters. This 1s a clear case of
muscarriage of justice. Howard has been a model aitizen for twenty-eight years in Arizona, volunteering numerous
hours and donating personal funds for social justice, clean air, and water. If THoward’s petition 1s successful, he will
have served over a year in jail on this and related charges.  Howard deserves full clemency (commutation and
pardon) granted by the President. 1 urge you to visit www.howardmechanic.org to learn more about this
outstanding mdividual. Many of us believe that it 1s time to put the divisive events of the Vietnam War behind us
and in the spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic’s petition for clemency.

President Clinton travels to Vietnam on Nov. 17. We think Howard’s petition should be answered during
that visit, as a demonstration of the United States’ commitment to forgiveness and reconciliation with all
combatants of the Vietnam era. We arc asking that President Clinton free “the last prsoner of the Vietnam
War” at that timc.

Howard’s supporters include the former US. Senator Tom Eagleton of Missourt; Chancellor of  Washington
Untversity, Mark S. Wrighton; Chancellor Ementus William Danforth; The Honorable Patrick Doughcerty, Missourt
House of Representatives; Bill Ramscey, Fluman Rights Action Service; Writer/ Director Harold Ramis and many
others.

We understand that federal prosecutors i Missourt and Arizona have been on record as not opposed to a pardon
for Howard. (“Wc all nced to closce this chapter. We...will take a ncutral position.”—Michacl Reap, First Assistant



—2- October 31, 2000
in the St. Louts Federal Prosccutor’s Office)  We also understand that the US. Pardon Attorney at the US.
Department of Justice in Washington s familiar with Howard’s case and is considering Howard’s petition.
We arc asking for fifteen minutes of time with the President to present Howard Mechanic’s case.

Former Senator ‘Tom Eagleton of Missoun:  “I strongly recommend that ...the President commute his
sentence to time served.”

Ms. Nolan, I am asking you to seriously consider this case and recommend clemency.

Gratefully,

Philip Koch
Supporters of Howard Mechanic

Iincls.
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SASHINGTON- UNIVERITY: [N- ST- LOUKS Sv...

Mark S. Wrighton
Chancellor

June 13, 2000

Mr. Roger C. Adams, Esq.

United States Department of Justice
Otffice of the Pardon Attorney

500 First Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 10530

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic, Req. No, $4998-008
Dear Mr. Adama:

Attorneys for Howard Mechanic, who is now serving a five-year prison
term in Arizopa, have asked Washington Univergiry to support his request for
commoutation of his sentence and relcase on parole for a federal crime commitu:d
during a demonstration on our campus in May 1970. The crime consisted of

a powerful firecracker in the vicinity ¢f police and fire authorities
who had been surnmoned to the scene of the disturbance.

Very ahortly after the demanstration, Mr Mechanic was also charged
and ultimately convicted in St. Louis County Circuit Court for civil and criminul
centempt of a temporary restraining srder. The tamporary restraining order
had been obtained by Washington Umversxty several months earlier to prohibi=
his participation in any demonstrations obstructing the University’s normal
operations. He was sentenced to a six-month term of imprisonment a9 a result
of that conduct, essectially the same conduct giving rise to the federal
indictment. We believe Washington University's interegts, and the interests
of justice more generally, were {ully served by that prior punishment and we
support commutation of his 3econd sentence ansing frcm the federal prosecution
for the same events.

Wasaingron Unverscy

Campus Box 1192

One Brookings Drive

St Loaus, 'Vlmou'oSH? $499
(314, 935-5100

FAX: (314) 9354744



:. Roger C. Adams, lisq.
Juoe-13, 2300

Paje 2
e believe that commutation of hi: : iime he has aiready
..d his release an parcle will help ' ut years in Amenca’;
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’{'HOMPSONCOB[]RN Thompson Cobuen LLP

Attorueys at Law

Onc Firstar Plaza

St. Louis, Missouri 63101-1693
314-552.6000

FAX 314-352-7000

www thompsoncoburn.com

June 6, 2000 Thomas F. Eagleton
314-552-6030
FAX 314-552-7030

Susan M. Kuzma, Esq.
Deputy Pardon Attomey
United States Department of Justice - B
Office of the Pardon Attorney I
5Q0 First Street NW, Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20530

Re: Howard Lawrence Mechanic
Dear Ms. Kuzma:

First, if I may, let me give you some background as to my motivation in writing this
letter to you.

I served in the United States Senate from 1968 10 1987. I ran for the Senate as an
“anti-Vietnam war” Demacrat. When elected, [ was active in the multi-year debate over cur
military presence in Vietnam. During those years of turmoil and protest, I spoke at various
college and university campuses, including Washington University. Then Chancellor Thomas
Eliot called me and invited me to speak at a big outdoor rally. He said, “I think your presence
might give the protesting students a chance to let out some steam in a constructive manner.”’

As part of the overall Senate debate on the Vietnam war, thase of us wha opposed it
would raise, from time to time, the widely disparate sentences being handed out by federal
judges.in different parts of the country for Vietnam related offenses. As [ recall it, judgeslin the
Eastern District of Missouri were handing out much more severe sentences for identical |
offenses than were the federal judges in the East. In fact, the wide variation in federal
sentences for Vietnam related offenses was one of the reasons which later caused Congress to
pass the Federal Sentencing Guideline statute.

With the foregoing as background, let me address the Howard Mechanic matter in
particular,

! By the way, I just retired as a Professor at Washington University. [ tavght there --- including a

seminar on the Vietnam war --- after leaving the Senate in 1987,
1417152
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I do not knaow nor have I ever met Howard Mechanic. It is my understanding that he
has submitted an application for a commutation of his five year prison sentence imposed in the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri in 1970. Mechanic was
convicted of a violation of the Civil Obedience Act of 1968 for allegedly throwing a large
firecracker during a demonstration at the ROTC building on the campus of Washington
University. He was apparently the first person prosecuted and convicted under this statute.

While the demonstration at Washington University resulted in a fire at one of the
ROTC buildings, it is my understanding that Mechanic was never charged with any type of
arson, or with harming anyone, or with any damage to property. '

: I

I amn aware that Mechanic failed to report to serve the sentence imposed in 1970 and
was a fugitive for nearly 30 years. While I certainly do not condone a citizen failing to abide by
a court order to report to serve a sentence, I think we need to keep in mind that the times were
different then and Mechanic was a 22-year old college student. 1 am aware that Mechanic’s co-
defendant, Lawrence Kogan, was pardoned by President Reagan in 1981. Mr. Kogan, convicted
for a similar offense, was given a probation sentence at the time of his conviction in 1970, as
opposed to the maximum five years imprisonment which Mechanic received. The disparity in
their treatment alone, I believe, would call for the exercise of clemency by the President.

It is my understanding that Mechanic has lived a law-abiding and productive life in
Arizona and has contributed to the community through participating in ballot initiatives and
other public service activities. Indeed, it appears that his political activities may have lead to
his disclosure as a federal fugitive and his voluntary surrender.

I have also been told that Mechanic has been charged with certain new violations in |
Federal Court in Phoenix relating to the concealment of his identity. The United States
District Court for the District of Arizona will ultimately hear those matters and they should
not interfere with the decision of the President on commutation of the St. Louis conviction.

The Vietnam war was a terrible low point in our nation’s history because it divided our
country so profoundly and caused thousands of people, young and old, to question the,,.
legitirnacy of our government. The war was an incredibly divisive issue that drove a wzdge
through the spirit of our nation. Long ago, our nation attempted to heal some wounds by
granting general amnesty to those who had evaded the Vietnam war by fleeing to Canzda. 1
view the Mechanic matter as a 30 year old leftover from the war and another wound that
should also be healed.

1417152
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Carter Revard

Professor of English Emerttus. Washington University
6028 Pershing Ave.

St. Louis, MO 63130

(314 727-9358

Mr. Roger Co Adams. Fsg.
Office of the Pardon Auorney
U.S. Department of Justice
500 First St NW
Washington. D.C. 20530
(202) 616-6070

July 28,2000
Re: Howard Mechanic Petition for Commutation of Sentence Request No. 44998-008
Dear Mr. Adams:

In 1972, my wife and 1 had put up our small house at 920 Bermuda Avenue as guarantee for the bail of
Howard Mechanic during his appeal ot conviction for throwing a cherry bomb toward the firemen attempting
to put out the ROTC-building fire on the Washington University campus. When he did not show up to begin
serving the five years to which he was sentenced. the bail money of ten thousand dollars was forfeited. and we
had to raise money to pay it. We were lucky to have many friends who helped us. but it did cost us.

[ write, therefore. as an “aggrieved party™ in the case. and my reason for writing is to express my firm support
tor commutation of his sentence. My grounds for supporting it are as tollows. First, I believed in 1970-72. and
still believe today. that Howard Mechanic was convicted on. at best. shaky evidence for what. at worst. was a
small misdeed. Second. after conviction. he was given a sentence (five years in prison) far more severe than
others convicted for the same alleged acts. and far more than such acts deserved: we are not speaking of
manslaughter. arson. or mavhem here. but of throwing a firecracker that hit no one. Third. he has led an
exemplary lite since 1972, and from all accounts I have seen has been a model citizen of his community.

His act. moreover. took place in a historical context that needs 10 be considered: the national turmoil over the
Vietnamese war. Many people. Howard included it seems. had come to view this as the unconstitutional wag-
ing of a misjudged and badly conducted war. and considered it their moral duty to protest as strongly and
loudly as possible against the continuance of it. The protest which broke out on the night in question was a
response to the shooting of students at Kent State by troops of the National Guard. and to the defense of that
shooting by those who. as was belicved by the protesting students at Kent State and by those at Washington
University. were prolonging the Vietnamese war for their own political purposes (primarily. re-election of
Richard Nixon to the presidency). The protest seemed to those engaging in it an act of patriotism compurable
to those by the American colonists in 1775-6. However naive and foolish this may have been. the protests
were sineere and were engaged i by students who believed they were acting in the way Americans ought to
act to oppose the repressive actions ol i zovernment using its sceret police to keep them from protesting or
punish them for dome .

That war s Tong over and s time to end the punishiment of American citizens Tor the rtaing hut relatively
unharmful protest-actions daring that part of Amierican history, Forimer Senator Danforth. describimg his con-
clusions about actions that led o the icrs dearh of childrens women: and men in the Branch Davidian cong

yornnd ot Waco craphocazed b one ol e prome e sons he dresw rom the mvestreation was hove e o
| f | :



could be caused by small nuspudgments compounded by coverup ol the blunders. Yet he did not ady ocaice
severe punishment of those guilty ol such misjudgment or coverup. but--under pomted questioning by Senator
Specter (whom [ have recently seen on C-Spamy--spoke Tor usimg prosccutorial discretton NOT (o ey and pan
ish these governmental “culprits™ for misjudgments and subsequent confection of nusleading stories about
what happened or did not happen. [ a " mimoe FBL Lowyer™ cas Senator Danforth described the person i ques-
tion) can benetit from prosccutorial discretion m a case imvolving somany deaths: so muoch national travnma,
and causmyg such cvnrersm about the covernmental actions imvolved why cannot such discretron be atlowed (o
an unimpottant undergraduate™ involved i Tfoolish but not deadly behavior durimy the burnimg of o buildmg
by other people? Senator Specter could certaunly have argued that the consequences of governmental coverup
ol the Waco actions led directly to the murderous bombing in Oklahoma City aovear latee, but neither he. nor

Independent Counsel Danforth. chose to press the argument explicrtly. as they mirght reasonably have done.

Speaking as an “agerieved party.” T oot only support commutation of Floward Nechanie's sentence. Twould
ke to see prosecutorial discretion used to drop any further charges agamnst hinv i view of his exemplary e
stnee 19720 1 think he should have staved and served the sentence Judge Meredith cave ham. but only because
i would have put Howard on the high moral ground. ax Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela showed.
Even so, he has behaved. inall respects exeept his misjudged ways of protesting. and his panicking and run-
ning away. as a good American citizen should act. His actions have cost me some money and considerable
worry. but the actions of our presidents and therr admmistrations from 1934 (o 1972 cost me and all citizens of
this country. and ot other countries. far more m money and i nuscry than can ever be made up. Morcover, if
John McCain could go to Victnam and try to reconcile with the people there, surely prosecutors can do some-

thing comparable with American citizens here.

This was an idcalistic young man. a student who thought he was domg something cood and uselul. though 1
may have been stupid and in minor ways harmtul to others. and was certainly i a major way harmtul to him-
sel.as it turned out. His alleged throwing of a firecracker did no physical harm to anyone. and all parties
agree that he did not destroy the ROTC butlding. He came as a spectator. he probably jeered and booed. but
basically the most he was convicted ol doing was throwimg a fireeracker which hurt no one.

He s now a mature man who (hy all the accounts T have seen) has lived. while “underground™ for more than
twenly years, in just the way @ university trustee or chancellor would ke his or her son to behave. 1 see no
good. and rcal harm. in using prosceutorial discretion against. rather than fore Howard Mechanie. (That harme |
hehieve. will include a further souring of public perception of the U.S government--comparable to the souring
that resulted not merely from its actions before and durig the tragedy in Waco. but from s Tater feartul or
vindictive relusal to he open and truthful about those actions.) And contrariwise. I see real good. and no harm.
i using that discretion for him. because he has carned leniencey by the Tife he has Tived. He has shown by the
quality of his life the sincerity ol his protest. however misguided. which cot him miro this very bad situation--
from which I hope he may vet be given the erace to pull himscelt and Tive a productive life as the cood citizen
he really s,

Yours sincerely,

= At
-

Carter Revard
Professor ol Bnelish Tancrins

Washimgton Univeratye S Lour,



JOSEPH L. ADAMS OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
MAYOR CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY

6801 DELMAR BLVD.

UNIVERSITY CITY, MO 63130
(314) 862-6767, ext. 206

FAX: (314) B63-3146

June 23, 2000

Mr. Roger C. Adams

Office of the Pardon Attomey
U. S. Department of Justice
500 First St. NW
Washington, D.D. 20530

Dear Mr. Adams,

Please find enclosed a copy of a resolution passed by the City Council of
University City on June 19, 2000, We support a commutation of Howard

Mechanic’s sentence.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact. me.

Sincerely,

cc: Mark Wnghton, Chancellor - Washington University
ruce M. Roger, HMCSG-STL

enclosure
JLA:lkm



City of

Umversity

City
m 6801 Delmar Boulevard, University City, Missouri 63130, Phone: (314) 862-6767, Fax: (314) 8§63-9146

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Howard Mechanic was convicted of throwing a cherry bomb
firecracker, which hit no one and caused no damage, at the site of the burning ROTC
building at Washington University during an anti-Vietnam war protest on May 4,
1970; and

WHEREAS, we believe justice and reconciliation are best served by reduction of
Howard Mechanic’s unduly harsh five year sentence, imposed during a turbulent time
in U.S. history, and immediate release on parole, based on his co-defendant’s lesser
sentence and oo his twenty eight year life as a productive citizen.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of University
City, Missoun, supports Howard Mechanic’s petition for the commutation of

sentence.

ADOPTED this 19" day of June, 2000.

VA

vMayor
ATTESH:
e
C patad Yy
City Clerk

www.unlv‘r”tv'“ymo.org



OCEAN

CTURTES

10201 West Plco Boulevard Building 12 Los Angeles CA goo3s tel: 310 369 0093

June 1, 2000

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mister President,

T am a film director and screenwriter and long-time supporter of your administration.
Now I am writing to seek your help in correcting a serious miscarriage of justice. As an
alumnus of Washington University in Saint Louis and 2 member of the Board of
Trustees, I am adding my voice to those urging clemency for Howard Mechanic, now
serving a five-year sentence in Federal prison for an offense that occurred more than 30
years ago during a student protest on the Washington U. campus immediately following
the shootings at Kent State.

In the midst of an angry student demonstration, the ROTC building was set on fire and it
1s alleged that Howard Mechanic threw a “cherry bomb” at fireman battling the blaze.
Howard served six months on state charges for his alleged involvement and was then
sentenced to five years in Federal prison for the same offense, the first application of the
“Rap Brown rider” to the 1968 Federal Civil Disorders Act. Rather than serve more jail
time for an act he still maintains he did not commit, Howard fled and started a new life.
Over the ensuing 28 years, Howard distinguished himself in business in Arizona, started
a family, championed numerous environmental issues and social causes, and became so
respected in the liberal community that he finally agreed to run for a city council seat in
Phoenix. When he confided his real past to a local journalist doing pre-election
coverage, he was exposed and now sits in federal prison facing a five year sentence and
hoping that you will see the injustice in his situation and grant clemency. (As a point of
reference, another defendant, Larry Kogan was charged with exactly the same offense
and reccived a sentence of ninety days, three years probation and a $3000 fine.)

Beyond his guilt or innocence (and there is good reason to believe Howard Mechanic was
[alsely accused) the larger issue here is whether, after all these years and all we have
suffered as a nation because of the war in Vietnam, do we still need to exact this cruel
retribution on a man who has in every respect proven himself over the last thirty years to
be a responsible, compassionate, productive and law-abiding citizen?



The political events of the 1960’s polarized this country and most of 1ts colleges and
universities in dramatic and unprecedented ways and students everywhere responded with
perhaps intemperate but sincere passion. Given the perspective of informed hindsight, I
think it is timne to at long last put those divisive times behind us and, in the spirit of
reconciliation and forgiveness, grant Howard Mechanic a commutation of his sentence.

Sincerely,

Mol Lan—__

Harold Ramis



WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

“Thirty years later, justice should be tempered with mercy. At Mechanic's trial, the evidence against him was
weak. The events the night of the fire were chaotic. Co-defendant Larry Kogan served 90 days before being
placed on probation. Another student, Joel Achtenberg, was acquitted after a new trial. Mechanic didn’t injure
anyone that night. and in the intervening years, he's been a model citizen who seemed to sentence himself to a
lifetime of community service. A fugitive can’t be allowed to walk away free. But surely a deal can be worked
out where Mechanic serves a lighter sentence. possibly on the same order as his co-defendant. Then, perhaps.
Mechanic will be free of the burden of his past and his debt to society.”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial, February 2000

“It's tempting to look at all the mistakes and crimes committed by Mechanic and to rush to judgment. We
shouldn’t do that, however, without first considering the context in which all of these actions occurred. And con-
sidering that context. we conclude that Mechanic should not be made to serve five years in federal prison for his
initial crime nor face anything stiffer than fines for all illegal acts stemming from the first . . . These were
undoubtedly turbulent times and authorities clearly wanted to send a message with this law and Mechanic’s con-
viction and sentence. Now, however. we can have that all-important context and can reason that this sentence
was far too harsh . . . Perhaps passions were too heated 30 years ago (o ensure a proportional sentence. That was
then, however. This is now.”

The Arizona Republic, Editorial, February 2000

“Mechanic should go free and the feds should stop wasting their time on this non-case. It is not justice to go
after Howard Mechanic - it’s stupidity.”

Jana Bommersbach, Commentator, Channel 3 TV, Phoenix, Arizona, September, 2000

“There is much to suggest that convicting Howard Mechanic of this law had less to do with justice than with
sending a message to the campus hellions of the time . . . If there was any theme to the tumultuous '60s and '70s,
it was this: overreaction. The Civil Obedience Act of 1968 was just one tangible manifestation of this. In 2000,

however, we need not succumb to the same passions.”™

0. Ricardo Pimentel, columnist, The Arizona Republie, February, 2000

*He should pay a fine and serve probation and get on with his life.”
Joe Evans, Vice Chancellor in charge of campus security at Washington University from 1969 to 1990

Quoted in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 2000

“I think Howard's already punished himself enough.™

Bob Metcalf, fireman who was on the scene in 1970



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
fosRy L. AUSH WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

FIAST DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

October 26, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20502

RI: Cornmutation for Howard Mechanic
Dear President Clinton:

I am writing to you on behalf of Howard L. Mechanic, who has filed a Petition for Commutation
of Sentence with the U.S, Pardon Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice. I urge you to support
and approve Mr. Mechanic’s petition that the Office of the Pardon Attorney will be submitting to
you for action.

As the Petition states, Mr, Mechanic is currently in federal prison outside Phoenix Arizona
where hie is serving a five-year sentence for conviction on charges stemming from an anti-war
dernonstration that occurred on the Carnpus of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on
the might of May 4, 1970. Although Mr. Mechanic has maintained his innocence, he was
convicted and sentenced to five years in Federal Prison for throwing a cherry bomb (fire cracker)
during a fire that broke out at the ROTC building on the Washington University Campus that
mght. The incident took place following a peaceful demonstration of students responding to the
tragic killings earlier that day at Kent State in Ohio.

After losing several legal appeals, and fearing for his physical safcty in federal prison, Mr.
Mechanic made a difficult choice of Jeaving his family and friends to go “underground’ in 1972,
rather than serve the five-ycar sentence. Instead, he assumed a new identity and relocated 1o the
Phoenix, Arizona, where he lead a quiet, yet active and productive life as Gary Treadway for the
following 28 years. Mr. Mechanic earned a reputation as a socially responsible entreprencur
who generously donated both his time and money to support environmental justice, campaign
finance reform, and other socia) issues. Mr. Mechanic was a co-founder of the Clean Elections
Institute, and was active in the successful campaign in Arizona to pass one of (he only statewide
election finance reform laws.



Mr. Mechanic may be among the last of the U.S. political casualties of the Viemam War. His
case 18 significant. Mr. Mechanic scrved six months on state charges for his alleged
involvement in the May 4 incident at Washington University, and was then sentenced to five
years in federal prison for the same offense. Thus, he became the first person ever convicted
under the “Rap Brown Rider” of the 1968 Federal Civi] Disorders Act. Yect, a review of the facts
in Mr. Mcchanic’s case shows that his co-defendant, Mr. Larry Kogan, now a social worker in
St. Louis Missouri, who was charged with the same offense, received a 90-day sentence, three
year probation, and a $3,000 fine. Ultimately, President Ronald Reagan pardoned Mr. Kogan in
1981.

You 2nd [ both remember the political events and climate of the late 1960's and early 1970's. In
some ways, that era, which included the civil rights movement, and the anti-war movement,
played a role in our decisions to pursue public service. Those years polarized much of our
country, especially the students on America’s colleges and universities.

As you closc out your presidency, I ask you to once again show your leadership and commitment
to reconciliation and forgiveness. Mr., President, the case of Howard Mechanic offers another
chance to put these divisive times behind us. 1 urge you to approve Howard Mechanic's Petition
for Commutation of Sentence. Your action will allow him to return to his family and
community, so that he may continue to champion the social agenda that you and I have worked
together on during these last cight years; which has been to prornote equity and equality for all
Americans. Thank you for your consideration.

Y

Bobby L. Ru
Member of Congress
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Ex-fugitive pleads guilty of charges

related to his flight from law in 1972

Prosecutors now will not

fight Howard Mechanic's

request to leave jail early

. BY TIM O'NEIL
Of the Post-Dispaich

Howard L. Mechanic, who went
underground 28 years ago rather
than serve prison time for throwing
a cherry bomb during an anti-war
riot at Washington University,
pleaded guilty to related charges
Wednesday in Phoenix.

A spokeswoman for Mechanic,

. 52, said the plea agreement worked
out with prosecutors will allow him
to concentrale upon seeking a pres-

.idential commutation of his origi-

nal five-year term. He began
serving it in February upon the un-
raveling of his longtime alias as
Gary Tredway of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
owner of a mail-order health food
business and social activist

The deal includes agreement by
the U.S. attorney’s office in St
Louis to take no posiion on Me-
chanic’s request to President Bill
Clinton. Michael Reap, first assist-
ant in the federal prusecutor’s of-
fice here, sald the goal was (v
“maintain the integrity of the jus-
tice system.”

“We felt it was appropriate that
Mr. Mechanic acknowledge some
contrition for the events since his
original convicton,” Reap said.

In October 1970, a U.S. District

- Cleveland who
"was sctive in

Cowrt jury here convicted him of
interfering with authorites during
a civil disorder — specificaily, of
throwing a cherry bomb at fire-
fighters during the riot on May 3,
1970, when the Air Force ROTC
building at Washington Umvermw
was burned.
Mechanic said
he never threw
anything.

At the time,
Mechanic was 8 AR
senior from -
suburban

protests against
the Vietnam : v
War. In May Seekingprasidential
1972, he commutation
jumped bail rather than begin
serving time.

On Wednesday in Phoenix, Me-
chanic pleaded guilty of failing to
appear for the sentence and of
falsely obtaining a passport in
1997, bath felonies. US. District
Judge Roger Strand imposed an
agreed-upon sentence of four
months in prison, plus a 35,000
fine, on the failure to appear, and
set Sept 21 for sentencing on the
second plea. Prosecutors dropped a
third charge of falsely obtaining a
Social Security card

The naw four months would be
concurrent, ar served with the cur-
rent prison term. The deal pro-
poses probation and another 35,000
fine on the passport offense.

About 30 supporters of Mechanic
attended the hour-long hearing.
Athia Hardt, his spokeswoman in

Méchanic

[ - -
Reap added: “There is a histori-

Phbenix_, said Mechanic began the

hearing by expressing regret for

lying to people in Scottsdale and

cutting himself off from friends

and relatives during his years_on
the lam. .

Hardt said he apologized spemﬁ
cally to Carter Revard, professor
emeritus of English at Washington

University, who put his house up as’

part of Mechanic's appeal bond in
1971.

While Mechanic awaits wund '
- 'from Clinton, he will remain an in- 1"

mate at a medivmm-security federal
pricon in Florence, Ariz. .
Commutation is a prcmdentlal
prerogative, and the federal tradi-
€Son i3 to seek the opinion of the
prosecutor’s office that obtained
the original conviction Now that
Mechanic pleaded guilty, * said
Resp, “We will respond, as we
have agreed, and will take a peu-
ition.”

cal perspective here, and other

and commutations in Vietnam-era
cascs. We all need to close th1s
chapter.”
] anic fled to the Southwest
in 1972 and obtained identficatian
using his alias in 1976. He main-

tained his secret until January, .

when he dropped his campaign for
a seat on the Seottsdale City Coun-

presidents have issued pardons:

cil after having to concede to a lo- .

cal newspaper that he had lied

about his birthplace, family and ed-
ucation. He surrendered to federal
marshals on Feb. 10.

E-mail: toneil@postnet.com

Phone: 314-340-8132
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good morning, dave —
>

up rather late tast night with me, weren’t you?
nastgglrls.com. himm. relaning? perhaps it's none ot my
business (ha ha ha). ... speaking of business, dave, j
noticed you cashed aut of intel yesterday. it wnu'dn!t be
pecause of all that credit card debt you and the wife
have run up lately, would it? ... anyway, have a good

day at the office,dave. | Inok forward 1o more of thase

y
e-mails about — how did you put it? — that “boss i'd
like to strangle with a coat hanger.”

>

BY JEFFREY ROSEN
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Convicted in 1970 for antiwar activity,
Howard Mechanic spent 30 vears in hiding
as one Gary Tredwav. Then Tredway

‘ran for the City Council in Scottsdale, Ariz.
Not a smart move. By Lisa Belkin

FOR NEARLY THRLEE DFCADES. HIS WANTED POSTER DE-
scribed him as “armed and dangerous.” But the clean-shaven
man in the federal penitendary here in Florence, Ariz., looks
more like an aging Boy Scout. He wears the mud-brown poly-
ester-cotton shirt and pants that are standard-issue prison garb.
There is a pair of black reading glasses in his only pocket, and
his blue canvas sneakers are the slip-on kind — no laces al-
lowed. After all those years in Birkenstocks, the closed-toe
shoes {eel odd an his fecr. More disorienting still is his bare
wrist. 11 he'd been wearing a warch when he turned imself in.
he would have been allowed 1o keep it But there are surict
rules aboutwhat mav be sent o a penitentiary,

Time looms larze in prison. The trick. the man savsons not o






focus anicand he s bevter acdhac than he was durg s first braael Tockap
2 Bfetime age. Bat the threads of Ins world are tangled up in ume. Five
vears: the federal senience heis serving. Thirty vearss the distanee between
this serene spring morning and the chaotic mght of the crime. Twenty-
eight years: the gap between the e he fled i the fall of 1972 and the one
thatis now unraveling,

Today marks three decades since Richard Nison expanded the Viciam
War to include Cambodia, and May 4 1s the anniversary of the death of
four students at Kent State University, shot by National Guardsmen dur-
ing protests over that war. In the weeks after Kent State. demonstrators
burned at least 32 R.O.T.C. buildings, including one at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louts. Howard Mechanic, a 22-vear-old senior, was in the
crowd watching those flames, his face all but hidden by a bird's nest of hair
and a scrufty beard.

Someonc lobbed a cherry bomb toward the clustered firefighters thar
night. No one was hurt when the firecracker exploded. No damage was
done. Howard Mechanic was charged with that erime (he denied it then
and still denies it now) and was the first person in the country to be found
guifty under a harsh 1968 law designed to quell canipus protests. The sen-
tence was five years, and when all his appeals were exhausted he skipped
bail and disappeared.

In February he was caught. He was living where he has been for 28
years, In plain sight, in and around the tony and conservative town of
Scottsdale, Ariz. He probably would be there still had he not dene some-
thing audacious or naive, depending on your point of view. Using his as-
sumed name, Gary Tredway, Howard Mechanic ran for elective office. In
a move ripe for Freudian analysis (*Was I secretly hoping to get caught?”
he asks. “I don't believe that I was™), he became a candidate for the
Scottsdale City Council. And when a local reporter came asking ques-
tions {or a standard candidate profile, he told her his secrets — and then
asked her not to tell them to anyone else.

Why on earth did he run for office? He took the risk, he says, because
his past scemed a world away. So far away that he'd forgotten how to spell
his given name (when he surrendered, and signed Howard Lawrence Me-
chanic for the first time since 1972, he could not remember whether his
middle name had a “w” ora “u”). So far away that, despite frequent visics
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 1o his twin brother in California
(where agents snapped photos of one brother so they would know what
the other looked like), he didn't really believe that anyone would still care.

But we do. When the Chicago Seven defendant Abbie Hoffman surren-
dered after six years posing as an environmenialist named Barry Freed;
when the Black Panther accomplice Katherine Ann Power turned up as a
restaurateur named Alice Metzinger; when the Symbionese Liberation
Army member Kathleen Soliah was found living as a doctor’s wilfe (and
sometime actress) named Sara Jane Olsen; when the former Weatherman
Bernardine Dohrn emerged as if from nowhere after a decade under-
around — each of those times we were startled by their ability to yank us
back into the past. The 60’s spill into the Zeroes, and each fugitive who re-
surfaces from that most turbulent of times forces us to probe the wounds
and find that they sull have not healed.

They cause us to ask other questions too. What does it take to abandon
one life and cloak yourself in another? Can you live without a past; with no
connection to a former self, or does the real “vou” — i Mechanic’s case a
pacifist-entrepreneurial-vegetarian environmentalist — alwavs win out?

[t anvone could have faded away and blended in, i should have heen
Howard Mechanic. Those who knew him in college describe him as quict
and bookish. the tvpe who might casily setlostin g crowd. “Trwouldn't de-
sertbe him as a leader,” savs Phillip Koch, now a filmmaker in Chicago,
who roomed with Mechanic m their senior vear ac Washingion University:
“There were others on campus who were .o betrerai that”

In other words. he wasn'ta radical ora militant, NotS.D.S. or S.LA L or
Weatherman. Hlo was just a kid shaped By a momentand dewinwo o caose,
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So while it is tempting to lump him with Abbie Hoffman or Kathleen Sol
iah, his story is more disquieting than theirs. True, he said things back the
like, “The law: courts and pigs protect the propertied interests™ (part of hi.
statement just after his convicnion) and “All you have to do is read a lictl:
Marx and vou'll figure out how 1's all going to turn out™ (a memorabl
comment 1o a classmate). And, true, his hair was as godawful as 60°s hai
could get. Butstrip the blandishments of the era away and what's lefuis ai
carnest. smart, somewhat awkward nerd who got the book thrown at him
A nerd who was caught beeause, alter 28 vears of Iving, he tumed out to b
asurprisingly lousy har,

Which is why later this week, while others march with candles 1o com:
memorate Kent State, Howard Mechanie will be in il — a0 man suil
caughoin a tme warp, and wondering aboun the ume.
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In 1966, Howard Mechanic enrolled ar Washington Universiiy, where
one focus of student wraih was the ROT.C. training program. I Muarch
1970, the university got a court inunction against any future demonsin-
tons, and Mechanic was one of several students specifically named in tha
mjunciion. The court order didin’t stop lnm on te ighe of May 4, 1970,
however. It seemed as if nothimy could stop the rage that night. Around
lI)L L()lll'lll\ l]'lﬂll\]n(l\ ()' N“ll\l]ll (_Jll-“klbn"Ln Wwere (lt‘pl()\((l on ]1“”-

Tiice Jownsh boys”
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Harvev recalls with pride more

dreds of campuses as 230 colleges went on strike, At the Universioe of
Chicago. students dug trenches to protect themselves against the troops.
At Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Ind., one protester set himself on
five. Three students were stabbed in the bedlam at the University of New
Mexico at Albuquerque.

And at Washington University, as many as 3.000 protesters gathered to
watch the RO.T.C. building go up in [lames, chantng “Burn, baby,
burn™ and “Kent State, Kent State.” The blaze, later ruled to be arson,
went unchecked after firetrucks were turned back by rock-throwing
demonstrators. Mechanic was in the crowd, along with his girlfriend. Ac-
cording to his federal trial testimony, their evening bcgan at about 10
o'clock at a rally in the university quadrangle, where a series of speakers
denounced the invasion of Cambodia. At midnight, “a large portion of
that crowd went to the R.O.T.C. building,” he testilied, “and T went
with that crowd.” He did not cause any property damage that night, he
said. Nor did he throw anything. He specifically denied that he had
thrown a cherry bomb. “I can’t remember when the last time was thae [
had a cherry bomb,” he said. ““I have seen them.”

Mechanic’s first conviction was on state charges for contempt of court
— attending the rally in violation of the injunction. The four and a chird
months he spent in the county jail on that charge (shortened from six
months when he was given time off for good behavior) were the foundarion
for his later decision to flee. The guards, he says, “were ex-nulitary” and dud
not take well to a kid charged with protesting the war. *“I had one guard
who would say if he gets a chance he’s going to take me out and shoot me.”

The contempt trial was followed by a federal trial, and there Mechanic
made history. In 1968 Congress had approved the Civil Obedience Act
which prohibits a person from interfering with “any fireman or law en-
forcement officer” who is doing his job “during the commission of a civil
disorder.” A cwvil disorder is defined as dlblllp[lon or danm"e caused by a
group of three or more people.

Mechanic was the first person ever tried under the act, and a reading ot
the trial transcript shows the government’s case to be anything but airtight.
Nineteen prosecution witnesses were called. Only one of them actually tes-
tified against Mechanic. Most were firefighters, police officers and news
photographers who established that there had been more than three people
in the crowd. The one man who claimed to have seen Mechanic with a cher-
ry bomb was a law student named Donald R. Bird. He died in 1983.

Bird's testimony was far from convincing. First he said he saw the cher-
ry bomb in Mechanic’s hand. Then he said he saw it only after it left “the
person of Howard Mechanic.” At one point Bird acknowledged that che
cherry bomb ““could have comie, perhaps, from someone standing about
five or six teet behind.”

Mechanic was sentenced to five years in federal prison for an act that, in
a less volatile era, might have resulted in a slap on the wrist. For a year and
a lmlt Mechanic ﬂppé‘l]ud The tederal Court of Appeals agreed that Bird
was “a hwh]) p11t15‘1n witness who desired 1o see the defendants con-
victed,” but the conviction was allowed to stand. [n 1972, the Supreme
Court declined to hear the case and Mechanic was ordered to surrender.

He fled instead, later mailing his parents 2 note that said he would be in
wuch. Fle also lett one of his protessors in a lurch — an Enghsh professor
weho had pue up his home as collateral for Mechanic’s $10,000 bail.
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collecting stmps —— commemorative envelopes canceled
| at Cape Canaveral at the tine of one or another space
T flight He alse collected autographs ol all the astronauts.
He had ane posteard signed by Yurt Gagarin, the first man in space, and
another siened by all seven of the original Mercury astronauts.

While his case was being appealed. he sold the stamps. By the tume his
fimal appeal was rejected. he had raised $4.000. With the cash in his pock-

¢ty he boarded a bus, expecting o sewde in Albuquerque. But when he
got there, the weather was 1oa cold. s he gotback on the bus and staved
on until Phoenix.

He liked that the city was not a radical place. *I was trying to stay away
from radical politics,”™ he says, and in the lind of Barry Goldwater (and later,
John McCain) there were fewer tempruations. He setiled, at first, in the col-
lege town of Tempe, where a 24-year-old could easily blend in. Getting used
to his new name (he refuses to say where he got his identity or divulge any
details that might incriminate others) twok about six months. Getting rid of
the nighumares — being hunted, being caught — rook more than 10 years.

The most difficult pact, he says, was having to “minimize my abilities.”
He could show no proof of having graduated from college: nor was there
any way to act on his acceptance to Boston University law school, which
he believes revoked its acceptance after his conviction. Yet he found it hard
to be anything but well educated and outspoken. His first job was as a
shelf-stocker in a health-food store, and he apparently didn’t do well at
keeping his mouth shut. *My boss thought [ was trying to take his job,” he
says. Eventually he went into business on his own, as a local distriburor for
several national health-food producus. He also invented a gadget that al-
lows people to fill empty pill capsules with home remedies.

He had become astrict vegetaran in cotlege and was drawn to an organic-
food-buying club in Tempe. During the 70°s it grew into the Gentle
Swrength Co-op, and Tredway became a member of the board. In 1977, he
met a college student named Ingrid Gold at the co-op, where she was work-
ing parttime as a cashier. While they were dating, they protested the build-
ing of the Palo Verde nuclear plant together, Gold remembers, but unlike
some other protesters, they were careful not to trespass and risk arrest.

Gold and Tredway were married in 1980, and their son, Ari, was born in
198 1. By 1985 they were divorced, because, Gold says, he was a better per-
son than she was willing to be. *“You know about his life,” she says, refer-
ring to her ex-husband’s lack of interest in things material, “and you've
seen me.” We are at a bistro outside Scotesdale when she says this, and
she’s dressed in a chic pantsuit and tasceful bue glittery jewelry, her copper
hair stylishly cut. “Let’s just say one of us wanted to move on.”

Which doesn’t mean that Tredway was standing still. He had a knack for
business. He invested in a line of homeopathic PlOdllLtb then put the profits
in an auto-resalvage business — buying wrecked cars at insurance auctions
and fixing them up (with new 1denut1es, if you will) for resale.

After a falling out with the partner who did the actual work, he bought
the Abode, a modest 12-unit apartment-hotel for Arizona snowbirds,
where he installed solar hot-water heaters. In many wavs he was a ught-

wad, buying most of the furnishings for his hotel mcluchn*7 towels, at
swap meets. But he prided himself on never turning out a tenant who fell
behind — remembering the professor who stood to lose his home when
Howard Mechanic disappeared.

More than five vears ago, Tredway placed a personal ad in a local alterna-
tve \\’LCl Iy, lunl\m" fora “left-thinking. nonsmoking, vegetartan social ac-
tivist.”” Janet Grossian answered that lLl, and they l) we considered them-
selves “life parmers™ ever since. Grossman, who is partial o Guatemalan
blouses and embroidered hair bands, works for the Conmmuniy Housing
Partnership, a nonprofit group that rents apartments 1o fow-income ten-
anis. She Toved everything about Tredway from dhe start she remembers,



save for ane thing. “Ths name,” she savs, =L ealled a friend afer we test
met and sad, T really don'tlike the name Gare™™

During his vears with Grossman. Tredwav became bolder. Or, putanother
way, he inched closer to revealing his true sell. He regularly wiote letters o
the local newspapers protesting i.l]ln”\ like the use of public tax money 1o [i-
nance arenas for privare sports lranchises. He worked to help pass the state’s
Clean Elections Act, a ballot initiauve that chiminates corporate donauons to
polidical campaigns. (The measure has since been declared unconstitutional
and 1s being appealed.) While spearheading the public campaign o support
the act, he allowed himself to pose for a newspaper photograph. He was also
mterviewed on local cable TV. Fach step brought the spotlight closer. and
when no one recognized him, it was easier to take the next, larger step.

"I was getting a higher and higher profile,” he says. “I felt it was a risk
but T was trying to make some positive changes for the city.” Eventually,
fellow activists benan urging him to run for Cltv Council, and he found
himselt agreeing. “It was ike you're on a train,” he explains. “The train is
going in a certain direcrion and you can actively get off the train, but peo-
ple want vou 1o stay on.”

Politics, Grossman believes, is what Howard Mechanic would have dnne
had his life worked out differently. “IHe’s really a very PO]llILﬂl pcnsun,
she says, eyes filling with tears. “P've accused him sometimes of caring
more about politics than he does about me. Scottsdale City Council is very
small potatoes for what I think he could have done had his life 30 vears ago

not led him to where he 1s.”

ACKIN 1970, BEN ZARICOR WAS PRESIDENT OF THE STUDENT
union at Washington University. He didn’t know Howard Me-
chanic well, but he followed the cherry bomb trial, and he
knew that his classmate had fled. In 1973 or 74, Ben Zaricor
was attending a National Nutritional Foods Assoctation convention in San
Diego. “I turned a corner and there he was, standing there in sandals.” says
Zaricor, who now owns Good Earth Teas and Restaurant Services, based in
Santa Cruz, Calif. “I recognized him immediately,” he says, even though
the man was now named Gary Tredway.

Over the years, Mechanic says, just 12 people came to know his secret.
The only condition of our interview was that he would not name them.
for fear that they might be charged with aiding a fugitive. Mechanic did
not tell me about Zaricor; T tracked him down myself and found him ea-
ger to describe how he decided to protect a friend. *I went over and in-
troduced myself,” he says of the health-food convention. “Howard nev-
er asked me, ‘Are you going to turn me in?’ He knew I wouldn't just by
the way I acted.”

For many vears after that, the men were in close touch. They spent sum-
mers together in California when Mechanic wanted to escape the heat of
Arizom. Periodically, Zaricor brought his son to Phoenix 10 see the Oak-
land A’s at baseball spring training.

For Zaricor, who was himself once suspended from campus for participat-
g n a nonviolent demonstration, the friendship with Mechanic was his
chance to right a wrong. “1 felt like we’d both been through a war together at
Washington University,” he says. “Students were followed, our phuncs were
tapped, we were thrown in jail. Howard was sulla prisoner of that war.™

For Mechanic — who often had to avoid Hare Krishnas, because his twin
had joined the sect and the Krishnas might nustalke him for Harvey — the
iriendship with Zaricor was a rare chance to be with someone who knew the
whole of him. But it also reminded him that discovery could lic around any
corner. This secret was not the kind vou’d tell a buddy over a beer. The sim-
plest question could lead w0 a thicket of answers. so he avoided even simple

questions. What looked like aloafness was just a man biting his tongue.
Thase who have known him Tor vears (or thought they knew him)
now tind themseles thinking of conversations thev never had, Sherry
Bohlen, tor matance, worked with Tredway on the liberal newsletier The
Currentand doesn’t once remember “having a discussion with him out-
side ol the projectat hand.” Bohlen and her husbhand adopred a Viernam-

esc orphan in 1975, thenr own private attempt to richowhar they saw s a
| B !

ol wrone, When most people learn about her son. she savs,
sparhs a conversation. Tradway never sad a word.

David Winkler, a Phoemx insurance clabms supervisor — and, by coine
dence, a 1972 graduare of Washington University —wrote about huma
rights for The Current.
his fellow aluny, but Tredway, he now knows, recognized him.
fore he wrned himself in, he called and asked me'if T had ev
out,’ \\/II]I\ICI'h\I’\-S.

The few tmes Tredway wold his seeret was when he had no other choice
“T was torced by circumsiances.” he says. “Things are discovered, certai
things'lead to certain other areas, and you try 1o explin it so it doesn

cause a problem.”

In other words, he would tell when he was about to be found out. His for
mer wife, Ingrid Gold, will not discuss what she knew when, but she was ap
parently sull in the dark when their son was born in 1981. “T said, “You hav
one last name, I have another; which one should we give the baby?'” sh
savs. 1t was intended as a feminist provocation, but instead Tredway quickl
agreed that the boy should take his mother's name. “I didn’t understan.
then.” she says, “that his name meant nothing good to him.”

Janet Grossman also declines Lo talk about when she learned the truth, bu
she agrees that she knew by February of this year, when Tredway’s secretun
aveled. Penny Overton, a fresh-faced but douL,ed investigative reporter fo
The Tribune, in Scottsdale, was assigned to write a standmd candidate pro
file, and she was not happy it. She’d been called off the really hot story at th
time — the discovery of a headless torso in a Scottsdale trash bin — to wri
pap about a “‘very bland man.” :

Tredway seemed edgy, Overton remembers. “Don’t worry,” she tol¢
him. “This is the easy part. We're just going to make sure you are who you
say you are.” That was when Tredway began to sweat, soaking his shir
within minutes.

Sull thinking the problem was first-time-candidate nerves, Overton begar
with her friendliest questions. “Tell me about your family,” she asked
“Where did you grow up?” ‘ .

Tredway said he was an orphan, adding that he didn’t want 10 talk abou it

“Tell me three stories, then, about your life, about how you got where yot
are,” she says she asked. “C’mon, everyone has three stories.”

Tredway had only one, Overton says, about a business trip to China in the
early 70's.

Overton left that afternoon “exhausted from having to beg and plead for
things that most politicians are trying to-palm off on you all the time.” Tred-
way paged her several times during the next few days, checking on the status
of her investigation and sounding mcreasingly agiated. When they nex!
met, Grossman was also present, and Overton «vucssed that Tredway was “sc
white bread” that he was worried thata plohle would include the fact thai
the couple were living together.

“No, I don’t think that's why we asked you to come,” Grossman said.

“I'm not who you think Tam,” Tredway said. “I'm not Gary Tredway.”

He was a fugiuve, he explained. outlining his crime but not telling her his
real name or the name af his school. When he decided to run for City Coun-
cil, Qverton says he told her, he and “a small group of friends™ had faked a
résumé, choosing as his alma mater Franconia College, in New Hampshire,
because 1t closed in 1978, (He now says he wrote the résumé alone.) But
once he realized Overton was plinning to check, he told her, he panicked.

For the next few hours, sitting by the poolat the Abode, Tredway begged
Overton not to tell. At one point, he duy out his tax forms to show that he
had been earning about $100,000 a vear, paying his tull share of taxes and giv-
ing 25 percent of his income to chariey. “Now vou underse: and w hy voucan't
write abour me,” he said, erving quml\ \uu Il send me w jail. You can ci-

Tredway was Ias editor Winkler never recognize
“Right be
cr tigured .

ther he a good reporter ora good person.”
He told herall this. he now savs. because he thoughe she would provect his
Sedret.

her off die story,

After all, no one else he wold had tirned imine 1 dhoughu L eould eet
“hesavs U lealmost worked.”

Overton bricfed one editor, then spent the weekend hiking i the \|n
Mauntams, near Mexico, and agonrzng over what to do next. She tinallv

dectded that becanse Tredway was rumning for office she was obligated 1o
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report what she knew. Tredway spent that same weekend on the computer.
He reasoned that il he dropped out of the race he would not be a public
figure and the paper might leave him be. But he needed a compelling rea-
son for withdrawing, and he surfed medical sites looking for a disease that
swould serve as his excuse.

On Monday morning, when Overton returned to the office, she found a
statement from Tredway to his supporters, announcing he had leukemia
and would not run. What followed was a circus. The Ciry Council was
planning a moment of silence for Tredwav. The paper’s IMIIUHI repotter
was pl.mnm” acolumn about how the man was “too pure for pohuies.”

Tredway™s linal lic, racher than giving Overton second thoughis, made

hor more cortam. “He s notdvmg, he's o she amnonneed o anmvone

who would listen, thien wrote her ston,

CARTER REVARD S THE PROTESSOR QP HITERNTURE, NOW RETIRED, WO
pui s house ap s collateral for Howard Mechamic's bond. When the
voung man shipped town, Revard teceived a leter saving his home would be
Laken unless he could repay the 510,000 A fund was setup by Revard's col-
leagues — Mechanics father sentacheck Jor $2.000 — and the professordid
not I()\k []l.\ [1(‘!]](..

All these vears later, Revard is siill furious — bui not ar Mechanic, ™ You
tell Howard that 1 support him completely.” he told e, “They gave him five
years tora cherry bomb while they were |11m||n\’ out Medals of Honor for
dropping napalm on civilians. 1 think the people who should be in jail are the
people wha pr«'m'cutnl him.”

Others are less forgiving, Bob Metealf was a 27-vear-old University Ciiy
lireman on the night of the RO.T.C. fire. and he arrived on campus to find

“a riot.” The pumpers “could have gotten that fire out when we first zot
there,” says Metcalt, who is now the chief of the same fire department, “but
they wouldn't let us do our job.” To dismiss Mechanic’s crime as “just a
cherry bomb,™ he says, is to dnmm the people who were its intended tar-
gets. "He could have killed me.” he says.

Opinion is divided in Scottsdale too, where Gary Tredway received more
than 1,300 votes for City Council. even while Howard Mechanic sat in pris-
on. His supporters argue that the charitable life he led over the past 28 years
should mitigate his punishment. The state’s chapter of Common Cause has
created a Web site where people can log examples of Mechanic's good deeds.

“He seems to have joylully sentenced himself to a life of community serv-
ice,” writes’ Dennis Burke, the execuuive director of Arizona Common
Cause. “It will be up to a judge to determine if that has been enough.”

Mechanic’s critics, on the other hand, are far more troubled by his more
recent activities than by his original crime. A civic group known as We Love
Scortsdale points out that running for office under an assumed name is elec-
tion fraud, and that the “small group of friends™ whe mav have helped him
fabricate a résumé are cuilty of the same offense.

“Qur city should aggle.\sl\xly prosecute Gary Tredway for false filings,
fraudulently collecting contributions, Hllegally filing false papers with the
city and numerous other criminal offenses,” says a statement issued by the
group. “But Scottsdale must also actively pursue the others in his group
who ... conspired to rob our citizens of their voung rights.”

Mechanic may well face charges of campaign violations, state officials have
said. Already he has been charged with using a false Social Security number
to obtain an Arizona driver’s license, which carries a penalty of up to 5 years,
and making a false statement in the application for a passport, which carries a
penalty of up to 10 years.

As ftor his (.)I‘l"ll‘l:ll five-year prison term, he is in a most unusual legal bind.
Other Vietnam-era hl"mww fled before they were tried. Later sentences
were handed down in a more forgiving tme. Katherine Ann Power served
six years for helping to rob abank and kill a police officer. Bernardine Dohrn
pleadul zuilty to agg,mvated batterv and jumping bail, was fined $1,500 and

was placed on three vears” probation. Silas Bissell hid for 17 years, then
served [/ years at a federal halfway house for conspiring to bomb an
R.O.T.C. buildiny at a different campus. David Fine, who planted a hone-
made bomb at Lh(. University of Wisconsin in 1970, killing a physicist, spent
only three years in prison after being caught in 1976. Only i loward Mechan-
ic faces a sentence meted out in another cra. He has run out of appeals. His
case has already been heard by every court short of the Supreme Court,
meanmg his best hope — and it is 1 long shot — s a presideneial pardon.

Does he wish he served the time in the first place, Tasked him, and have
been done with all this?

Noy, he savs, becavse he would nor have emerged as the person he s today.
] e \’L s, ]lg NYS, il(lL“Hl” \\’Il|1 L|1L l’ e \Iml wn I]l\ \\’Il\l I\ lllllull |H[1”L[ fo
2 22-venr-old dhan 10w 32-vear- l)lLl He is stronger now, more able 1o
\\;uhu this storm,
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