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T JUDY MANN

~ When Coverage Is Denied, a Legal Cure

University Law School, was working as a

corporate litigator at Hogan & Hartson when
her mother was diagnosed with cancer four years ago.
Her insurance company denied her coverage, and Fox
found a new career fighting insurance companies.

“It was random,” Fox says of the denial. “Most
denials are because they think they can get away
with it. They are not based on medical reasons. And
most, as soon as I come on the scene, totally change
their tune.” She estimates that companies deny out
of hand 25 percent of the claims submitted. “What is
. so appalling is, 99 percent of the time these things
end up getting paid if people pursue it. The
msurance companies are counting on people not
doing that. They count on them believing that it is
not within the coverage, when of course it is.”

Among the claims Fox has successfully pursued
was the case of a 42-year-old woman whohad
fibroid cysts that caused severe pain and bleeding.
The mother of a 16-year-old, she had said she would
like to maintain her ability to have children, and her
doctor had put that in his notes. She was denied
coverage for cyst remaval on the grounds that the
procedure was a fertility treatment. Fox took the

case, and the insurer ended up covering the
$11,000 surgery. “A woman [at the insurance -
_company] told me, ‘Your client is really lucky to
have you.’ She’s basically acknowledging this
" wouldn’t happen if I hadn’t been involved. [The .
.client] had been told her only option was to sue in
federal court to get paid.”

Another client was a 51-year-old woman dxagnosed
_ with colon cancer five months after she had switched

. insurers. The woman had had the condition at least
six years; she had gone for regular checkups, but her

“doctor had failed to catch it. “The insurance company
announced they had a 10-month preexisting condition
period during which they would not cover anything
they thought was preexisting,” Fox says. “They
weren’t going to cover the surgery.” But it was paid -
for after Fox intervened.

She also brought a successful claim for a
28-year-old man with severe sinus problems. The
man was diagnosed as having had a broken nose
sometime in the past, but his insurance company at
first refused to cover an operation to remedy the
problem, saying it was elective plastic surgery.
“Then they offered to pay an incredi’bly small

J acqueline Fox, a 1991 graduate of Georgetown

amount” that would not have covered the costs, Fox
says. After pressing the issue, and pointing out that
plastic surgery involves a wide range of fees and
skill levels, “we ended up getting it covered.”

For. the past three years, Fox has been in private
practice, handling initial denials of coverage and
appeals. Most of her work has involved denials for
oncology treatment, obstetric and gynecological .
care and, lately, “a lot of cardiology. Rehab
treatment for cardiology they don’t want to cover.”

Insurance companies get away with these denials,
she says, because patients are often sick and
debilitated and “figure insurance companies know
what they are doing. . . . So many people don’'t
know what kind of medical care they need.”

She’s had two cases in which women called their
health maintenance organizations complaining of
extremely severe headaches—theworst of their-

lives. “That’s a red flag. They know something may

be imploding in there. You've got to get them in the

hospital immediately.” In both cases, “the HMO

person said sit in a dark room and take some aspirin.

This happened with a neighbor. I ended up talking

to the HMO and taking her to the emergency room.
“They know they can get away with this,” Fox says.
When people get sick, their families will do

.anything to help—and that can mean throwing
* money at the problem after the i insurance

companies back out.

Fox isn’t sure what the solution 1s-—-although the
problem has brought her enough work to have her
thinking of taking on an associate. As for repairing
the system, she favors some form of policing claims .
by an independgft party. “It is necessary, because
they get away with murder. People get denied
simple treatments like another Pap smear” if a
doctor isn’t satisfied with the results of the first.

“People buy insurance expecting it to pay for .
when they get sick, and insurance companies try not
to pay when people get sick. Even the appeals - -~
process favors insurers. It gives the look of being.
very fair, and it’s really a question of how much-
muscle the insured flexes at them. I think because
I'm experienced and a lawyer, they back down. _

“This is very clear-cut,” Fox says of her specialty.

“It’s enjoyable to represent the good guy all the

time. I enjoy makmg a difference in my JOb but the
necessity for it is appallmg
Indeed it is.-
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© " Byl ohn Carmody
Washington Post Staff Writer

oth sides are bringing out the heavy

artillery tonight in Winston-Salem, -

N.C., as ABC News's “Viewpoint”

" looks at the problems of “hidden cameras,

hidden ‘choices” right in the back yard of the
Food Lion grocery chain, which recently won a
$5.5 million judgment against the network for
fraud and trespassing . . .
. - On hand for the 90-minute live broadcast
" (Channel 7 at 11:35 p.m.) from the campus of
Wake Forest University will be ABC News
p >nt Roone Arledge; Don Hewitt, executive
producer of CBS’s “60 Minutes”; Alan Simpson,
former Republican senator from W
Sawyer, co-anchor of “PrimeTime Live”; Richard
L. Wyatt Jr., outside cotinsel for.Food Llon Inc.;
Chris Ahearn, manager of corporate commutnica-
“tions for the chain; and Robert Lissit, associate
professor of broadcast news at Syracuse Unwer-

sity .
ananuary a Greensboro, NC 1uryruledm~

favor of Food Lion, which sued ABC following a

November 1992 “PrimeTime Live” broadcast

that accused Food Lion of routinely selling rotted

and infested food. Photos for the broadcast were -
obtamed by ABC producers. who *had faked ré- .

" sumes to gain employment with the torés and
used hidden cameras to obtain evidence .
.Executives at CBS moved quickly yesterday
-to'calm fears that the News division’s Eye on
“People  24-hour cable project was in serious
trouble, following parent Westinghouse Electric's
. purchase of two country. cable networks . :
Between 170 and 200 CBS News staffers have
.been hired in recent. months ‘as the division

cranks up to-produce 14 $eparate programs. for -

the 24-hour personality-entertainment . cable
channel, scheduled tolaunchonMarchSl :

‘One. source said “a state of panic” swept the
lectric announced .

new hires after Westinghouse E
plans to use $1.5 billion in stock to purchase the

Nashville Network and Country Music Television .

fi 1 Gaylord Entertainment Co. of Nashville', .
USA Today, in a story on the purchase t.hat

included an interview with Westinghouse CEO

Michael Jordan, speculated that CBS’s plans to

launch Eye on People “look a bit uncertain after

the TNN and CMT deals. Eye on People is

struggling to persuade cable operators to carry it.

" Jordan says it’s possible that Westinghouse will

_drop Eye on People now that it is acqmnng two
established cable networks” .

“If we get the: right kind of distribution (on .

cable systems),” Jordan went on .to say-in the
" story, “we're still pretty much interested in
making it-happen. These things are very fluid in
this very competitive world of new cable start-
UW" . A . L

Ition, CBS Inc. spokeswoman Lisa Caputo said
Jordan's remarks were, “unfortunately, taken out

of context. Mr. Jordan is very éenthusiastic about .

: Eye on People and he said so yesterday . .

-“We are moving forward with Eye on People'

and we are extremely enthusiastic about it and
unfortunately that was not Teported in. USA
. Today”. .

She pointed out that CBS had recently hired
Geoffrey Darby to be president of the net-
work ...~

{Iommg' Diane .

“lattér’s “movie, -*Love's. ‘Deadly . Ttk

Moore and Ed Asner, averaged an 8.0/13 for

' Allh.O.Ugh' reluctant to target a major -'publlé.

hypothetical question, like ‘If you can’t obtain

* distribution, what would happen,” something like -

that .
“Iwascunous too, whenlreadtheremarks
but, believe me, we’re very much focused hard

on producing those programs and getung ready .

for the launch”. .
, The CBS source insisted, however, that “word

swept through the building this- morning and it .’

pamcked a lot of people; the launch is uncer-.
Nelther Heyward nor Caputo could pin down

how many subscnbexs have been lmed up for Eye' -

on People . .

cable news network last year, controls. ESPN;
- NBC has‘both MSNBC and CNBC, andFoxlast
fall launched its Fox News Channel . .

CBS did buy the Spanish-| language news chan
nel TeleNoticias last year .

Eye on‘Reople will rely heavrly on CBS News
drchival product. Among the programs planned
by the News division will be a daily program at 10
p-m. emphasizing updated news on people, plus
programs “revisiting” and updating both “60 Min-.
utes” and “48 Hours.” Many CBS News corre-

spondents and anchors are to be used in the _

schedule .

in Other News

- CBS's regular series schedule was tied for
first place by NBC Monday

Texas Cadet Murder, outscored all other net-
work programming that night with a 10.7 nation-
al rating-and a 17 percent audlenoe share .

“Payback,” a movie Mary Tyler

ABC, which finished fourth for the night . ..
In Washington “Deadly Triangle” did a9.2/14

! Nine. Each locnl ranngs point represents 19,085
- TV homes .. _
"Ken Burns, who raised the televmon docu-
“mentary. to‘s new level with his epic “Civil |
War” . series for public broadcasting in 1990,

. screened 50 minutes from his latest effort, ‘

| “Thomas Jefferson. for President and Mrs. Clin-
ton and some 180 invited guests last evemng at
the White House .-

“the master of Monticello” will air next Tuesday.

and Wednesday evemngs on PBS (Channel 26 at [

9.. .
Rodham Clrnton ‘was ‘to - mtroduce

“.by Ossie Davis . .

w ‘Asmallreoepuonwastoiollow
- Brns, whohasbeen bankrolledby._,

Motors for his major projects over the past 10

years, will spend the: next several years putting

together the h:story of “Jazz,” whxch should be

ready in 2000 .

Burns reoently told’ TV wnters meenng in

. California that he has been waiting most of his life

to do the Jefferson film. “I'm struck by how much

the life and mysteries of Thomas Jefféerson have
.animated, have oonfounded and may ultimately
reconcile our national life .

@hemaﬁl)mgtonipagt
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.. CBS News president . Andrew. Heyward also, .
,sardyesterday that Jordan *was answering a -

CBSlsalatecomertothemblegame ABC, .
which abandoned its own plans for a 24-hour,

e S

on Channel 4, “Paybad("a79I120nSeven.whrle :
“Cosby,” with.a 14.5/22, led the CBS lineup on -

‘The new three-hour examination of the ln'e of l

- Hlllary
Bums, who, after: brief- remarks, was-to’ show,. |
sevensegmentsfromtheﬁlm whxchxsnarrated-

.} Febnuary ratingzzz

" “He'is a kind of Rosetta Stone of the American ~
experience—a massive tectonic intelligence that
has formed and rattled the fault lines of our

“history, our present moment, and I hope, if we
are lucky, our future”.

Earlier yesterday, Bums, whose ouevre also -

" includes the 18Y%-hour “Baseball,” “The West”

" and ‘the' story. of the Brooklyn Bndge spoke
before a packed house at the weekly Natic
. Press Club luncheon; Concluding the Q&A period
-following - his 'speech, Burns ‘was ‘asked what
" "position Jefferson miight have played if baseball
had been invented in his time . i,
-“All of them,” rephed,Bu_ms

TV Ratingzzz

Following are the top. 20 network prime-
time shows last week, ranked -acoording to the
_percentage of the. nation’s ‘97 million TV
households that watched, as measured by. .
Nielseti- Media Research. A share represents
the. ‘percentage of actual sets-in-use tuned

to a pa.rtlcular program when it arred o
1 as_ ER 38 °  NBC
2 222 Sented - ‘34 NBC
.3 190 Friends 30 NBC
4 171 The Naked Truth 27 NBC
5. 166 The Single Guy 2 NBC
€ 151 . 60Mimtes F ces
.7 146  Touched by an Angal 2 cas
8 142  Faubuwr's ‘Oid Man 2
9 135 20/20 2 ABC
10 126  Clear & Present Denger 20 " ABC
1 121  The Orew Carey Show --19 ABC
12 116 Datnine (Fri) 20 NBC
< wl3e 115, The YeFiles. . iareoniidZoseourra EOX. ;-
4 113 Costy - 8
15° 112 PrimeTime Lve 19 B
112 " 'NBA AbStar Game 19 NBC
=17 - <111 - Oiagresis Murder 17 - - CBS
18 110 Walker, Texas Ranger -2 . CBS
19 109 ° Chicago Hope 18 cBs
20 107 Ben 17 ABC

NBC won the week but it was closer than
usual.. :

Only four-tenths of a ratmgs point, represent-
. ing a spread of under 400,000 TV homes a night,
. separated the three big networks. NBC averaged
:a 10.5 rating and a 17 share, compared with a
- 10.3/17 for CBS and a 10. 1/17 for ABC. Fox
:I/eraged a 7.4/12 over its shorter mghtly sched-

e
ABC won Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday nights; NBC -won " Tuesday (with its

i limited. commercial schedule due to the State of
the:Union/OJ. Simpson trial coverage): and, of
_course, Thursday' while CBS won Sunday . .

' - As you've probably already noticed, NBC's five
Thursday programs occupied the - l:op of this

 week’s. chart,” followed by CBS's three Sunday

. | night programs

Through Monday and the ﬁrst 12 nights of the

sweeps—
inmgsdevotedtoshowmgoffanetwork’sfareto
please local affiliates so they can attract advertis-
ers.over the next quarter—NBC, thanks mostly

-toThursdaymght had a nice lead with an 11.0 -

rating average, -compared with CBS’s 104,
ABC's 9.1 and Fox’s 7.9 .

All but CBS, wluchxsshowmga3percentgam
over last February’s numbers so far, are down
from the sweepsayearago... = |

28 consecutive eve- -




BEHAVIOR

MEDICINE

Why Jennifer Got Sick

The mother of a poster child for health-care reform
is accused of causing her daughter’s illnesses

ITTING BESIDE HILLARY CLINTON AT A
meeting on Capitol Hill two summers
ago, Jennifer Bush cut a heart-
breaking figure. The seven-year-old

Coral Springs, Florida, girl with big eyes
and a perky red bow atop her little Dutch-
boy coif seemed a perfect poster child for
the Administration’s health-care-reform
plan. Chronically ill almost from birth,
Jennifer had already endured nearly 200
hospitalizations and 40 operations, and her
$2 million-plus medical bill had exhausted
the family’s health-insurance benefits. Not
surprisingly, Jennifer became a media dar-
ling, appearing on the Today show and on
the front page of many newspapers.

Now it appears that Jennifer’s suffering
may have been much worse than was ever
reported. Last week Florida officials arrest-
ed Jennifer's seemingly devoted mother
Kathleen Bush and charged her with aggra-
vated child abuse and fraud. According to
authorities, Bush, 38, deliberately caused
her daughter’s ailments by dosing her with
unprescribed drugs, tampering with her
medications and even contaminating her
feeding tube with fecal bacteria. As a result,
say officials, Jennifer was subjected to
dozens of needless operations and invasive
procedures. Bush has denied all charges.

What could lead a parent to such
shocking behavior? Authorities believe
Kathleen Bush suffers from a variant of
Munchausen syndrome, a mental disorder
that impels people to feign or induce ill-
ness in a twisted bid for attention. In Mun-
chausen by proxy, parents may injure their
children—smothering them with pillows,
injecting them with poisons, mixing blood

in their urine—in order to draw praise for
their dedicated nursing of their offspring.

Almost as shocking as the charges
against Jennifer’s mother, however, is the
fact that it took more than four years of
warnings before state authorities placed
the child under protective custody. Nurses
at Coral Springs Medical Center began
noticing as early as 1991—when Jennifer
was just four—that her condition seemed to
worsen whenever her mother visited. A for-
mal complaint was filed, and the hospital
had her records reviewed by Dr. Eli New-
berger, a Munchausen expert at Boston’s
Children’s Hospital. His conclusion: this
was a clear case of Munchausen.

The Florida Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services investigated but
took no action. “It is a difficult form of
abuse to prove,” says HRS spokeswoman
Michelle Lagos. “It’s not like you have bro-
ken bones or bruises.” The authorities may
have been dissuaded by Jennifer’s celebri-
ty, as well as by her mother’s litigiousness:
Bush had sued the Coral Springs Medical
Center for conducting tests on her daugh-
ter’s vomit without parental permission.

State officials reopened the investiga-
tion last April, after receiving an anony-
mous complaint. According to the arrest
affidavit, once her mother was informed of
the inquiry, Jennifer’s condition improved
dramatically. In the preceding nine
months she had been hospitalized seven
times for a total of 83 days. In the nine
months afterward she was admitted just
once for four days. —By Anastasia Toufexs.
Reported by Ann Blackman/Washington and
Tammeriin Drummond/Miami
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GIRL IN DISTRESS:
She endured 200
hospitalizations and
40 operations

MOM IN CUSTODY:
Authorities have
charged her with
child abuse and fraud

HOT ZONE: Feeding the monkeys in Texas

Ehola Is Back
Inthe U.S.

But experts say humans

have nothing to fear—yet

HE FOLKS IN ALICE, TEXAS, HAVE GOOD

reason to be nervous around mon-

keys. Six years ago, several Philippine

macaques imported by the Texas Pri-
mate Center in Alice came down with the
strain of Ebola virus that had struck mon-
keys in Reston, Virginia, a year earlier, in a
case that inspired the best-selling book The
Hot Zone and the movie Outbreak. No hu-
mans got sick in either incident, but 100
animals had to be sacrificed.

Last week it happened again. The prob-
lem centered once more on a shipment of
macaques sent by the same Philippine sup-
plier. One monkey from the shipment was
discovered last month with a raging fever
and bloody diarrhea; three days later it was
dead. The rest of the pack was quaran-
tined, but the disease had already spread.
After a second monkey turned up sick last
week, authorities decided to destroy the
monkeys housed in the same hut—49 ani-
mals in all. .

Officials from the Centers for Disease
Control were quick to reassure the public
that Ebola Reston is a markedly different
virus from the one that killed 244 people in
Zaire last year. Ebola Zaire, as that strain is
known, is one of the world’s deadliest
viruses; 80% of its victims bleed to death.

Ebola Reston, by contrast, has never
been linked to illness in humans. Still,
doctors are closely monitoring everybody
who had any contact with the monkeys in
Texas. Experts warn that they can’t rule
out the possibility that Ebola Reston couid
mutate into a strain that is fatal to hu-
mans. Says a spokesman for the cpc: “It
would be folly to predict what the virus
will do.” —By Alice Park
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JUSTICE

Sick Kid, or Sick Mom?

Police say a mother caused her child’s baffling illnesses

By PETER KATEL
AND MELINDA BECK
N THE END, THE POLICE DID
more to cure Jennifer Bush
than all her doctors com-
bined. The Florida 9-year-
old had been hospitalized 200
times and undergone 40 opera-
tions. Physicians removed her
gallbladder, her appendix and
part of her intestines, and in-
serted tubes into her chest,
stomach and intestines. She
was befriended by the Florida
Marlins and served as a poster
child for health reform, posing
with Hillary Rodham Clinton at
a White House rally. Then, a
year ago, police notified her
mother, Kathy Bush, that she
was under investigation for
child abuse. Suddenly, Jen-
nifer’s condition improved dra-
matically. In the next nine
months, she was hospitalized
only once, for a viral infection.
Last week police arrested

.Kathy Bush on charges of ag-
gravated child abuse, alleging
that she caused Jennifer's mysterious
maladies. Bush vehemently denied the
charges, but prosecutors called it a classic
case of Munchausen’s syndrome by proxy,
a rare disorder in which a parent deliber-
ately makes a child ill to gain attention. Po-
lice charged her with fraudulently soliciting
money, too. She repeatedly told interview-
ers the family was broke, and wrote to the

All in the family: Police say wheﬁ Mom

White House, .saying: “Do you know what
it's like having to choose between purchas-
ing groceries ... or medications?” All the

. while, police said, the family was going to

vacation resorts, buying a new Mustang
and a motorcycle. (Jennifer's father was not
charged.)

Child-welfare workers had suspected
Bush as far back as 1991. They reopened the

visited, Jennifer got worse

investigation last year after an
anonymous tip. Police inter-
viewed 14 doctors and 23 nurs-
es who had cared for Jenni-
fer, and were appalled by what
they heard. According to the
police affidavits, hospital work-
ers said her condition usually
got worse after her mother vis-
ited. One nurse said she saw
Bush close the curtains around
Jennifer’s bed and heard the
girl ery, “No, no, no.” Then she
saw Bush squirt something into
her daughter’s mouth with a sy-
ringe. Experts said Jennifer’s
numerous baffling infections
were “consistent with some-
one smearing fecal matter” into
her feeding line and urinary
catheter. The poignant letters
Jennifer supposedly wrote the
Clintons raised suspicions, too.
Nurses told police the girl had
missed so much school that she
could barely read or write. One
nurse said she saw Bush writ-
ing on a pad in “large, childlike
handwriting.” She quickly cov-
ered it when the nurse came in.
Parents with Munchausen
syndrome are often medically
savvy. Bush had worked as a
pediatrician’s office manager
until she was fired for allegedly
4 stealing office cash. She also
- championed a proposed state
law that would make it tougher
for child-welfare workers to
protect kids in suspected abuse cases.
Released on $25,000 bond, Bush told
NEwsWEEK, “There is a tremendous side
to this that you have not seen.” Her lawyer
advised her not to discuss details, but, she
said, “there is so much I would love to
scream out to you.” Jennifer was placed ina
foster home. Given the chance, she might
have much to scream about too. ]

LAWSUIT

Hey, Who You Galling Slut?

HE TWO SMALL-
town girls ex-
changed little but

Sword is what you'd
call a compliment, but
in’90s America, is it

topped shriek” named,
strangely enough, Bryson. “I
remembered what a slut she

peared as a result. Her suit
(claiming more than $15,000 in
damages) puts the definition
of “slut” on the stand. Bry-
son’s attorney says everyone
knows “slut” means a promis-
cuous girl. And besides, why

“hi” in their years [t downright defamato- | was,” Logsdon wrote, “and choose the name Bryson?
at Shawneetown High ry? forgot the sorriness I'd been Logsdon’s attorney Michael
School. Now Kimberly » i The noun in ques- holding onto for her.” The Drone says, “It thymes with
Bryson (class of '81) is . .b tion turned up five nonfictional Bryson is suing Tyson,” boxing’s bully. He in-
complaining in Ilinois Kim Bryson years ago in Logsdon’s | for defamation, claiming sists “slut” in this story means
Supreme Court that first published short everybody in Shawneetown “a bold, brazen girl, a saucy
Lucy Logsdonhas calledhera | story, which described a high- | (population: 1,700) thought the | girl.” Now the judges will de-
“slut” —in Seventeen maga- school brawl with a “plat- character was her. Baby-sit- cide if using the S word is too
zine, no less. Noone thinksthe | inum-blond, black-polyester- | ting jobs, she claims, disap-

low a blow.

FROM TOP. ALAN DIAZ - AP. PAT GAUEN = ST. LOULS POST-DISPATUH
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Mother
love
betrayed

Chaildren are tools for
parents with a rare
psychiatric disorder

as any mother ever been more
H devoted to her child than Kath-

leen Bush? Lots of them, accord-
ing to Florida state authorities, who last
week arrested the Fort Lauderdale wom-
an for a bizarre form of child abuse. Bush
came to national attention two years ago
when her 8-year-old daughter. Jennifer,
became a poster girl for Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s campaign to reform health
care. But in a 40-page affidavit, authori-
ties charged that Bush herself induced
Jennifer’s string of inexplicable ailments,
resulting in more than 200 hospitaliza-
tions, 40 surgeries and the removal of the
child’s gallbladder, appendix and part of
her intestines. The mother’s diagnosis,
according to a panel of doctors: an un-
common psychiatric disorder known as
Munchausen syndrome by proxy.

Bush, a home health care clerk. has
denied the allegations, but her case high-
lights a disorder that perverts what
should be the most protective of relation-
ships. In its mildest form, Mun-
chausen by proxy (MBP) may
lead a parent. nearly always the
mother. to invent symptoms for
her child. forcing doctors to per-
form unnecessary tests or to pre-
scribe unneeded drugs. At its
worst, MBP compels a parent ac-
tually to induce illness, some-
times with appalling cruelty.
Mothers have smothered and
then revived their children, in--
jected them with bacteria, or in-
duced diarrhea, seizures and
vomiting with a variety of over-
the-counter drugs. One child
was treated for five years for in-
explicable sores before it was
found his mother had been ap-
plying oven cleaner to his back.

Well liked. Heinous as such
deeds are, they are often

Broken bond. Kathy Bush wept after her arrest.

ot N
A

plished liars, well aware
of what they are doing,
says University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham
psychiatrist Marc Feld-
man, co-author of Patient
or Pretender, a book
about MBP and similar
disorders: “If they hear
that voice in their heads
that says this behavior is
not OK, they can tell that
voice to shut up.”

The cause of MBP is
unclear. There is some ev-
idence that some women
with MBP have a biologi-
cal tendency to act com-
pulsively. But what is cer-
tain is that people with
the disorder have a pow-
erful need for attention,
and being the brave moth-
er of a sick child provides
that. Herbert Schreier, a
psychiatrist at Children’s
Hospital Oakland in Cali-
fornia, says most mothers
with MBP were them-
selves neglected as young-
sters, leaving them unable

In extreis. Jennifer Bush underwent 40 su

missed by doctors and nurses because
women with MBP appear to be such so-
licitous parents. They hover over their
children. often sleeping for nights on
end in the hospital. The typical mother
with MBP has considerable medical
knowledge, sometimes gleaned from
medical training or by working in a doc-
tor’s office. MBP mothers are often
well liked by medical staff, who admire
their calm and good cheer in the face of
the child’s iliness. They are also accom-

SUN SENTINEL — AP |

rgeries. to love or to feel another
person’s pain —even their
own children’s. “These mothers are im-
postors,” he says. Their apparent affec-
tion is a sham, and the child is merely a
tool for manipulating others.

Once the ruse is uncovered, doctors
and nurses are devastated to learn they
unwittingly have served as child abusers.
But the most heartbreaking victims are
the children. One study of 200 cases of
MBP found that nearly 10 percent of the
children died at their mothers’ hands.
The survivors often emerge deeply
wounded emotionally. Psychiatrist Ju-
dith Libow. co-author with Schreier of
Hunrting for Love, found in a study of 10
adulits victimized by a parent with MBP
that many suffered from post-traumatic
stress disorder symptoms similar to those
of other victims of traumatic events.

The prognosis for treating severe
cases of MBP is poor. Even when caught
in the act of harming their children,
most mothers tearfully deny any wrong-
doing. Most experts agree that the only
way to protect children from parents
who have a severe form of the disorder is
to separate them. “1 feel sorry for these
women because they are empty inside,”
says Brenda Bursch, a specialist in MBP
at the University of California at Los
Angeles. **But that doesn’t mean [ want
them to have their children back.” =&

BY SHANNON BROWNLEE

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT. APRIL 29. 1996
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 Rescuing young
victims of rare
‘abuse syndrome

By Tim Frlend
. USA TODAY :

Removing a chlld from a

.| mother who suffers severe -
© “Munchausen syndrome by -

is probably the only

course of action left to families,

courts'and physicians, experts
sald Wednesday.

A Florida circuit court judge

" Tuesday ordered 8-year-old

Jennifer Bush into protective

" custody after prosecutors .

charged her mother with child
‘abuse and fraud in obtaining

unnecessary medical services.

Jennifer has undergone -al-

most 40 surgeries and 200 hos- -

~ pitalizations for ilinesses prose-
- cutors say were induced by her
- ‘mother, Kathy Bush. -

. In Munchausen by proxy, a
. parent, usually the mother,

tly fabricates or in-

duces {liness in the child with'

the alm of keeping in contact

with hospitals and physicians,
says Dr. Herbert Schrefer, au-. -

| thor of Hurting for Love, Mun-
- chausen by Proxy Syndrome
(Guilford Press, $28). - -
“What's going on is the wom-
an is im postoring being a good
mother,” Schreler says. “The
condition might be thought of
as having to do with a child, but
the child serves as a manipula-
tive object in a very perverse
relationship with a physiclan.”
The mother probably makes

the child sick for the sympathy

she receives, but she also does
-- 1t to punish herself and tp turn
doctors lnm lnstrumentsoﬂor-

 ture for deeply rooted mns.
Schreler says.

“We're talking about an ex-
traordinarily disturbed person-
ality. The relationship with the
physician is an extremely sado-

- masochistic one,” adds Dr. Mi-

chael Wise, Loulslana State

- University, New Orleans.

- Wise says Munchausen by
proxy is a bizarre variant of
Munchausen syndrome, also
called chronic factitious ill-
ness; in which an adult person-
ally seeks unnecessary surger-
jes or medical procedures. "

In Munchausen by proxy, for
reasons not understood, a child
is used as an extension of the
adult, sometimes with fatal re-
suits, When a case is discov-
ered, experts agree the child -

- should be removed'nvm the
‘parent.. “The real .concern is

these children could dle,” says
Dr. Robert Hales, chairman of
try, California Pacific

‘psychia
Medical Center, San Francisco.

A revi
Hales an
8.3% of
On 'average,

of 200 -cases by
. colleagues found
'ected children die,

ting sick. The mothers tend to
be pathological liars and are
extremely doting and involved
with the child’s medical care.
There s no known treatment.
Jennifer was cited by the

" White House and Congress two

years ago as an example of
medical costs run amok. Her
mother first drew attention by
claiming Jennifer’s medical
bills exceeded $3 million.

- children are 3 -
years old when they start get- -
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By DEBORAH ORIN in Washington

ond MALCOM

OIM BALFOUR in Meami

A mother whose daughter starred with Hillary Clinton

as a “poster child” for families without health care has

been arrested in Florida for fraud — and cluld abuse. l-‘ort

Lauderdale prosecutors
said Kathy Bush. 38, has a
rare disorder known as
Munchausen syndrome by
proxy, in which parenu
crave attention from doc-
tors — and get it by mak-
thelr chll ren sic

Kathy Bush
used feces w eonmﬁnatz the
feeding tubes of her 9-year
old daughter, Jennifer, caus-
ing three life-threatening in-
fections from bacteria in the

blood.

“Tve done nothing
insisted Kal ho was
released on being

jailed ovennghL Jennifer was
zll:rd with tlim foster hefam:ly,
a judge r
ents from visiting her. por
Jennifer has been tal-
ized 200 times since birth

- with 40 surgeries, including

the removal of her appendix,

: Kart of her intestinee and gall-

adder. Tubes in her chest,
stomach and intestines de-
liver food and medicine.

A Harvard Medical School
instructor this week ques-
tioned whether Jennifer origi-
nally had any real illnesses —
despite her mother's claims of
seizures, balance and diges-

[ roblems, vomiting and

bladder trouble.

Kathy Bush — who ap-
Euledl’orhelptopaymedml
lls — is ccused of

scheming to defraud health-
care pm\'ldem and chsrities
out of $50.000

Despite the fmnly'a lea of
of medical

E‘ mbemuae theyhnd
8a

a ‘13000 hukyars

stalled and a 25(!!)

Harley-Da\'l&on. a Ford Ex-

plorer and

Bush sat
next to Hillary Clinton at an
Aug. 18, 1994, event in Wash-
ington to the Clinton na-

Wright Edelman — set up the
event and the Bushes were in-
vited afler Kathy Bush wrote
to Mrs. Clinton.
Asked if the White House
Eemperly vetted the Bushes
fore starring them a8
health-care victims, Mre. Clin-

child was sick then and is sick
now,” said Lattimore — add-
ing there were no charges
pendmgagaustMn.Bushat
the time.

sald “We cant comment, be-

cause we really t know
the details. These people have
mtbeenfomdg\nltyofw

l"londa health officials and
thee first \mesugated Mrs.
in 1991, but cha
were not filed until this
Jennifer gave the first |
a pink ‘Friends of Jennif
fund-raising T-shirt and
asked her to tell the pruudent
it was "so when you are
ging. you.cam think about
8 x" v

NEW YORK POST, WWESDAY APRRR 17, 1994

TH-REFORM KID’S MOM

IN FRAUD

aMu.s'.nla.
her hair, Jen!:uui‘er o

BUST

linton as *neat® while
Kathy Bush complained
polmcal gamesmanehip” on

A Harvard Medical School
atnc medical instmctor

’bﬂ'ﬁr
v.hm week that thy Buah

in my mmd that Ihn
ls a form of abuse.”

After examining four car
tons of notes from other g:;:
tors, Newberger conclu
“Other than the surgically im-
planted tubes. 1 know of no
other illnegses.”

He said Jennifer should be
examined “to rmine if the

Pmecum say Florida doc
tors apparently relied on a
1990 diagnosis, by a Boston-a-

res,

agnoms

IR L AL 11-30 &u'-l

'hermommJamry. nnva'

'I'IIAOIC GIRL: Jenmfer gets a kiss (above)
th-care mfonn in August 1994.

.was Hillary C a‘boaterchlld'(bdow)ﬂr

1]
ST

tra st aney Ly ad

L rae——
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10 ATF agents face di: dlscmhne

By Gary Fields
USA TODAY

A review board has reoom-
mended that 10 ATF agen
ceive punlshments rangug
from verbal cautions to ed for

ceive

nual recreational gatherings of
law enforcement omdabamer
1988, Racist activities, Includ-
ing skits and a sign with a ra-
cial epithet, began In 1689,
The 10 agents

sity and sensitivity.
Tbereviewboard.madeup
ofﬁvesenior-levelATFman—

lnquirlesAprlls onedayafter

a Department
sald that 13 ATF officers were
amongal federal officers from

five Treasury
tended Roundups after 1988.

those officers, inclu
from the ATF, face
thelr-
recommend-

e will also re-
training in diver-

“the disciplinary
report

agencies who at-

" Rubin ordered’ that 12 of

es because they
witnessed racist activities and
took no acdm returned to
subsequent ups.

The ATF increased Rubin's
action, reviewing 10 agents,

- The agents’ supervisors
make the final decisions on the
recommended punishments,
which include verbal warnings,
written reprimands put in per-
sonnel ﬂa and four-day sus-
pensions without pay.

ATF officials said it was not
proper to comment on the on-

notsaylﬂwoagentsvzowere
taken off the on of 23
arson fires at blac
are among those facing punish-
ment. The two were removed
after their Roundup link was
revealed.
. The Rev. Walter Thomas,
whose Johnson Grove
Church burned {n 1895 in Mad-
4son County, Tenn., sald the
ministers who have lost
churches have been waiting to
see if action would be taken.
“It's just a matter of trust,” he
" sald. “Can we trust our fellow
officlals to do what Is right?”

seven
ews in

will

Mother charged in ‘Munchausen wse

Syndrome causes a parent
to intentionally hurt child

By Deborah
USA TODAY

_ FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — With 200

hospitalizations and 40 surgeries in her 8
years, Jennifer Bush became a symbol of
out-of-control health care costs, even earn
a visit with Hillary Rodham Clinton.
ow, authorities who received a tip say
KathyBushmadeherdaughterslckby
putting feces in her feeding tubes. She also
is accused of persuading doctors to per-
form unneeded surgeries on Jennifer,

-“The allegations are that this is a case of -
‘Munchausen by proxy,’ in which a parent .

intentionally induces or inflicts injury

Monday. On Tuesday, a circuit judge ruled
that she should remain there. Bush, 38
who had sought publicity and donations for
Jennifer, will answer
?a vated child abuse and fraud for alleg-

medical ser-

unnecessary
vlces. Bush has said Jennifer's medical
bills cost $3 million.
u"“ﬁ;“?";h“’m thg:gl!clta-
ons, the es bought a $19 pool,
momandammmotm:ycl

Bysh and her lawyer vehemently deny
that she made the girl sick,
the state’s ca::' ag & “witch hunt.”
band, Cralg not charged.

Jeanifer has had. hernllbhdderap—
pendix and part of an intestine removed,
and prosecutors say doctors took her
mother’s diagnoses at face value. Once a

er hus-

" secretary to Jennifer's former pediatri- -

April 29 of

- mmmn
Mmm&mww

the arrest warrant says.

money, _
The Florida case spotlights a once ob-

scure psychological disorder that has

- upon their child to attention,” says Oa!gataFoandadaleoanMonday . In January: Jennifer Bush, 8, relaxes with
lB)l‘:)msvirm'dmCountyd tSlateAltorney denies intentionally making her daughter iL. | hermatthanlSprhgs.Fla.
cewander., .
The girl was placed in state custody on dan.xathy'mshwasnrédlnlwafor pmeaxﬂonshouldevenbrlngupthesyn-

&patsaymmthan%oroﬂendm -
are mothers medical knowledge. .
Techniques can be monstrous. Some have
blocked their children’s alr passages with
food. Children's food has been laced with
laxaﬂmbhdueechmnlcdhrrbea.

One died. “The nurses usually love them. -

-Therrethmanthetlme,they‘nsleep!ng

in the child’s room."
JoyByersoltheNaﬂoualComnﬂmeem
Prevent Child Abuse,snys"l‘hehctls,
some parenfs, .., are unwilling or unable
tobelovlngpamts.' )

’

r

churches -
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AM-Munchausen Mom, 2nd Ld-Writethru, a0400,0669

Woman Charged With Making Her Daughter Il1l1 On Purpose '

Eds: LEADS with 9 grafs to MOVE UP references to child meeting with Mrs.
Clinton, involvement in health lobbying; EDITS to conform. Pick up 10th pvs,
““With the ... "¢

By TOM WELLS= Associated Press Writer= '

MIAMI (AP) A woman faces charges that she intentionally made her
8-year-old daughter ill, even injecting her with fecal bacteria, and duped
doctors 1into ordering 200 hospitalizations and 40 operations.

Kathy Bush of Coral Springs was arrested Monday on charges of aggravated
child abuse and released on $3,500 bond. The state removed the girl, Jennifer,
from her second~grade class Monday and placed her under state care. The
father, a car salesman, was not charged.

The arrest comes after lengthy public attention and sympathy for
Jennifer's plight. Newspapers in Florida ran articles on her case, and she
was featured in reports in USA Today and on NBC's Today show. She also met
with first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton two years ago.

Authorities say Mrs. Bush suffers from Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy, a
rare form of child abuse in which an adult makes a child ill on purpose in
order to get attention.

Mrs. Bush is also charged with fraud for allegedly obtaining unnecessary
medical goods and services for the girl. The mother has claimed that medical
bills, the vast majority of which were paid by Medicaid and the state, reached
$3 million.

Both Jennifer and her mother have testified at Congressional hearings on
health care costs, and Mrs. Bush lobbied in Florida for
a bill that would curtail the powers of the state child welfare agency.

Jennifer sat beside Mrs. Clinton at a White House gathering two years ago
to call attention to the Clinton administration's health care reform efforts.

Mrs. Bush's attorney, Charles Jamieson, did not return telephone calls
Tuesday seeking comment.

Meanwhile, Circuit Judge Arthur Birken ruled Tuesday that the state Health
and Rehabilitative Services should continue to keep Jennifer in protective
custody.

Her mother was the office manager for pediatr1c1an James DeLeo of Coral
Springs, who was the child's physician since birth, police said.

With the medical knowledge she gained through her job and because- of her
friendship with the pediatrician, Mrs. Bush was able to persuade him of
Jennifer's illnesses, prosecutors saia.

The girl has surgically implanted tubes in her stomach and intestines to
help feed her because of a digestive problem, and another tube near her heart
for introducing medications. Some of the 40 surgeries the girl underwent
involved the removal of the tubes.

In detailing the alleged abuse,. prosecutors say Mrs. Bush 1n]ected
bacteria, apparently from feces, into the girl's tubes.

In another example, authorities said, the mother convinced the child's
pediatrician that her daughter should have her gall bladder removed even
though another doctor believed the surgery wasn't necessary. Surgeons have
also removed Jennifer's appendix and part of her intestine.

The pediatrician fired Mrs. Bush in 1993 when she was caught. stealing
money, police said.

Dr. Eli Newberger, a Harvard Medical School pediatric medicine professor,
testified in court Monday that the people who suffer from Munchausen Syndrome

“very often deceive highly trained doctors and specialists.''
- ~*This child is in danger in her home,'' Newberger said in court. ~“Other
than the surgically implanted tubes, I know of no other illnesses.''

Newberger has never examined Jennifer, but has reviewed hundreds of pages
of medical reports.

““In my opinion, she should be examined to determine if the tubes are
medically necessary,'' he said. "~ "The doctors who dld the procedures appeared

to me to accept at face value the word of the mother.

"My belief is that the physicians have been duped by this Chlld'
mother.'"'

**%%  filed by: A@"(k—-) on 04/16/96 at 23:33EST whk#
**** printed by: WHPR(JELD on 04/17/96 at 08:17EST *###




‘ o o : i to care for ber sick daugh- - Frankel, a Democratfromﬁeat
», . N
Mother Is Accused [ dou't bave super geais medical - conmitiee I the state bouse, aled

| . ,. ° ; id x '
| Of Making Chl.ld]]l ; gm&ﬁﬁmmﬁ | Fummﬁe&mfernm s
. _

- ‘ | to do to my family?” taken from her second-grade
_ . . 79 . :  She said there was no evidence of 0 4 d placed under foster care at

Gained National Attention  sid tat ber daughter bas suffered, - Berfather wasnotarrested.
E .  and been diagnosed by physicians, of  Kathy Bush is now facing charges -
immune 'amall'lﬁﬁ']ﬂgth

William Booth . and bladder disorder, uri- . .
LTl ¢ " pary and ear infections, and most se- * ¥ Birken in Fort Lauderdale.

: — riously, chronic WW In addition to second-degree felo-

MIAMI, April 16—Two years ago at a 1! , ny charge of aggravated child abuse,
hosted by the White House, little Jennifer struction syndrome. Bush faces a first felony of -
sat beside irstlady Hillry Rodbam Clinton, quite 948 has been & cightmare,” she o fo e et o

Bt ot e imiinion o % i t0 b g it 000 o i o

* For Jennifer—suffering from a mysterious H’u“'yl he |Cl“‘|. ﬁt°“E { a"tehmeangn pmbdmhe' m;.mme .

stomach ailment~—has been hospt MOr€  Congress about health care costs  According to police, when Kathy

than 200 times and survived more than 40 sur- ,2aoou ! » When Kat
geries in ber eight years upoa the Earth, Her in- . 204 met with USS. sesiators. She also  p.gh 1y 1994 was telling reporters
. surance lapsed, her family’s finances said to be ~ ¥as beftiendod by Florida Gov. LaW. -y b fomity was financially ruined
" wiped out, Jennifer’s plight was heart-aching and  t00 Chiles (D) ; by Jennifer's medical care, the fargi-
- WIS nted , All Star hitter Jeff Conine. Articles ; ' ,
On Manday, police arrestid e mother, Kath. 00 Jeaaifer and the family's beroic 1 American Fxpress card receits
Jeen Bush, on charges of a bizarre form'of child  StTUgges, rin in the state's newspa show a vacatio: to the Bahamas, a
medications and allegedly contaminating her = ID the arrest affidavit, oo doctor tions, :
feeding tubes, perhaps with feces, according toa  OF Burse is quoted as saying they —— ——
10-page police affidavit. e >~ 7. personally witnessed Kathy Bush. Special correspondent Catharine
In an arrest warrant based on interviews with drugs or smearing fecal matter onto ° 0

"14 physicians and 20 narses, Hollywood, Fla., Po- . . e A

- lice Department child abuse investigators de- ggfeedmg t:g‘&f‘gﬁ" Doc- .S

scribe years of painful exams and surgeries that - andm . mt'with \-\

police say were unnecessary, including the re- mmmm“ o v

moval of Jennifer’s gall bladder, appendix and a  30ch acts. Bush accused the state —THE WashinGToN Pogy

portion of her intestines. D being “on a witch hunt.” WEDNESDAY, Apgyy :
Many of the nurses interviewed by police de- - wﬂm’esmtotbsstory. ~—DAY, 17,1996 -

See ABUSE,A10,Coll less advocate for care reform,

ABUSE, From Al da’s Department of Health and Reba-
scribed bow Jennifer seemed to " biitative Services (HRS), which s
sick after visits by ber atteative e e T et I
mother. Coral Springs Medical Cen- Acting on a tip in 1995 from an
ter nurse Donna Santacrose “re- anonymous source at a hospital, 2
- called one _incdent,” a-  ~ HRS began investigating Bush,
Bush came into {Jeanifer’s] room member of a growing national grass-
and closed the curtain around the . roots campaign that seeks to curtail
MU@“F‘&E to cry and say, the powers of state child care agen-
‘00, 09, 0. j cies such as HRS. -
looked through the crack in the cur- Earfier this Bush testified be-
tain and saw Mrs. Bush injecting a fore a Florida Senate committee hold-
substance into Del'i.mfer'si -mouth hearings on : tive
with an oral syringe.” oy gnrmknownbereastbe?amﬂy
Other nurses in the arrest affida- of Rights, Similar efforts are under-
vit describe how the dosages for Jen- way in at least five other states and in
crease dangerously when the child drastically change the way the
was left alone with her mother. Tn state agency handles abuse cases. i
other cases, high levels of anti-eei- would require a court arder for a child
gure medication for seizures only - to be taken into protective custody, as
Kathy Bush ever saw were found in * well as a hearirig before a jodge that
bad been stopped. , - evidence of abuse, a legally bigh bnr-
The police charge that Bush i~ dle, and not the current standard of “a
* mﬂtyotasevﬂeamddﬂd Wdem'hm
abuseaﬂedMund_nmenSyndmme also require videctaped sessions with
by Proxy—in which a caregiver, allegedly abused children and provide
usyally a mother, makes her child " pareats with that names of those who
sick or gives false medical informa- reported the child abuse so that, upon
selt.‘l'hegsmn-oﬁenahninﬂ:e - could then sue for slander, .
face of the chilf’s illness, experts State Senator John Ostalliewice, a
said, is mowledgeable about medical Republican from Orlando, who won
terms and gets along well with medi- election based oa his suppart of the
cal stafl, but will “doctor shop” to se- family rights bil, said that HRS was
diagnosis. - ‘a tion,” guilty of
Four leading experts on the syn- railroading parents and copducting
drome reviewed Jennifer’s medical “3 reign of terror.”
records and concluded that Kathy  Ostalidewics said be had no idea ,
Bush, 2 38-year-old clerk at a home whether Bush was telling the truth (
health care business, displayed all when she testified before his com- N
mﬁ&mm"w . mittee. But he pointed o ofher cas- -~ \
es were
nied the allegations, saying she has alleg :



Police say mother
caused child’s illness

MIAMI — A woman faces
charges that she intentionally
made ber &yeamld daughter ill, :

even injecting her with fecal bac-
wrh. and duped doctors into or:
derinx 200 hospitalizations and

40 operations.

Kathy Bush of Coral Springs -
was arrested Monday on charges .
of aggravated child abuseand !
fraud. The state removed the girl |
from her second-grade class and |
placed her under state care. ‘

Authorities say Mrs. Bush suf- '
fers from Munchausen syndrome
by gmxy. in which an adult

a child ill to get attention.

Wife of slain scientist
denied bail i

MINEOLA,N.Y. — AlLlong Is- -
land judged denied bail yesterday:
for the wife of a slain Russian- -
born scientist whose body
was hacked to pieces and dumped
in a New Jersey river.

Rita Gluzman, 47, who is

ed with burglary, was or-

back to prison despite ve- -
hement protests from her de--
fense attorney. Prosecutors :
argued Mrs. Gluzman should be
incarcerated while prosecutors
investigate whether she played a :
role in the slaymg !

Woman ﬁghting Citadel
will attend prep school :

. CHARLESTON, S.C.—A
woman who hoped to
at The Citadel this fall wﬂl
instead go to military prep
school while she continues her
court challenge of the college‘b .
all-male admissions policy. o
Nancy Mellette, 18 w:l!
' ‘a one-year program at the US,
_ Military Academy Preparatory :
School in Fort Monmouth, -
N.J., this fall, her father said. -

She had a Monday deadline to

accept an offer of admission to
the New Jersey school, Citadel -
graduate J. Blapd Mellette said.
Miss Mellette, a senior at the -
Oak Ridge Military Academy in |
North Carolina, still “believes -
that qualified women shoujd be .
allowed the opportunity of attend--
:L'D:e Cimdel." Mr. Mellette .

Shehopamattendtheschool 1

huyu:, saidher at‘mrney. Val
L 03l “?'Vﬂ

Ilouse delays vote :
on abortionveto ,

. House Republicanshaveput ;
‘off a vote on overriding President
Clinton’s veto of a ban on certain !
late-term abortions. .
amodﬂ'im«:i.alsar!ythlsweeklmd :
vomewasexpecwdm- '
momlnstead,:hevemedmea«
sure was sent to the Judiciary
Committee with no indication of -
when the vote would be taken.
The measure originally passed
the House last month on a vote of
286-129, more than the two-
uﬂrdsma,}ontyneededmover .
ride a veto. The Senate's original
vote, $4-44, was well shy of two-
thirds, and Mr. Clintog’s veto is

. hkelylnbesugdghere.

Bailey stays In prison

TALLAHASSEE, Fla, — At-
torney F Lee Bailey handed over
400,000 shares of ted stock
to a federal court, but the judge
who imprisoned him six weeks
ago for contempt did not imme-
diately answer his request to
be freed.

U.S. District Judge Maurice
Paul was at a conference in Mem-
phis, Tenn., and had not re-
sponded to a motion by Mr. Bal-
ley's attorneys for an
immediate hearing, Judge Paul's
clerk said yesterday.

Mr. Bailey’s attorney, Roger
Zuckerman, said in the motion he
had been advised that Judge

Paul would not be available until ' :

Monday, but he asked the judge tn
arrange a heanng before th

L
L
” ]
Vermont’s Snelling ;
up after surgery |
BOSTON — Vermont Lt. Gov. }
Barbara Snelling remained in sé- |
rlo::gondition y:ste&day but was,
up walking in a New Hamp-~ |
shire hospital less than 24 .
hours after brain surgery, a hos- ;
pxta! :mb swoman said. i
ilitation starts right
away; it is not unusual to have
them up the first day” said Susan
Reeves, spokeswoman for
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 1
Center in Lebanon, N.H. "But she
is still in that critical window of :
the first 48 hours after surg
Mrs. Snelling, 68, a d
Republican candidate for Ver-
mont governor, suffered a cere-
bral hemorrhage Saturday while -
attending a state Republican :
Committee meeting.

From wire Gspatches snd staffreports, |,

Poo

Enghsh
eyed iIn

air crash

{ Colombian cites *
US. oockpit talk -

By David Fleld

Language problems may have
led o & misunderstanding be-
tween air traffic controllers and
pilots of an American Airlines jet
that crashed: in Colombia, doc-

uments released yesterday indi : i
Ameriean's Flight 965, a Boeing .

757 from Miami, was approaching
Cali, Colombia, Dec. 20 when it .

_turned to the left of the proper

course and slammed into a moun-
tainside, killing 160 persons.
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) interviews and pre-
liminary investigations show the
plane’s pilot was uncertain about

the plane’s position — but that the

ground controller did not under-
stand this fact from conversations
with the crew. -

The confusion between the pi-
Jots and the controller — who said
his- En ‘hébetter i~

glish - should N
made it impossible to resolve their

misunderstanding about the
plane's location. .

Colombian authorities, who are
investigating with NTSB assis-
tance, have not determined a final

A cause of the crash, which four pas-

sengers
Ameriean's Flight 965 hit a
mountain near the town of Buga
after starting to make a left turn to
ne'tlu.bm-to a point it had passed.
e p
ing the Cali airport when it flew

over the point, a navigation beacon
or checkpoint at Tulua, S5 miles
northeast of Cali.

The Cali landing-approach alr
traffic controller, Ne Rivera

Ramirez, had asked the crew to

. -report when they passed Tulua.

" it was doing when it it .
reversed its course and slaznmed

A few minutes later, the Amer-

into the mountain.

lane had been approach-'

ported their position |.
as 38 miles north of Cali and asked “{

inzwdxenﬁetyboa'rdmmu-mg
of conversations between pilot

39, an experi-
-enced pilot whomattheconu'ols

for his first approach to Call.
At one point, Mr. Williams

uestion,

“wished he knew more general k
English » -

LAl

*
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