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- - · 
Offensel:turdar 
Sentenc~,1.f e 

Date Rec'<l!~2f3.- ·1 'i '22 
P El. ,, , ?' ,,~ ,... ar. tg~-2. ~· .., -; , 
C.R. ~ife 
Comm. Fine · 
PREVIOUS RECORD: 
Jails 
Pens: Fed. 1 
Detainers: Fed. 
Escapes: Fed. . ' 

JAG 300 
Rev. Oct. 1940 

G. T. 

Ref. 
State 
State 
State 

Crimes Involved: (Enumerate) 

• 

lAliases: 

·Name 

~-" 'l"Rr'l -• ~ t t • I• ...,... .-... '"""' ~ 

{j ( o''\ "=' l • 
• 1. .... ., ·""' .. • . • 

ASSOCIATE WARDEN'S RECORD CARD~ --

Occupations 

•• 

Number 

Race ·,:n.· t'l Age •890 
Married) it\i~ :~ t:: Deps~) 

Citizeri·t ~ s Relig ~~ or1e 
Physical Cond.L j r1: ~ t:. !~ ~~ 1r 
--~--------~~~--~~---------------

Education: S. A. T. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL and APTITUDE TEST: 

Occupational Skills: 

A vocational Interests: 

' History of Occupational Experience 
No. Yrs. Verification of Performance 

Quality Dependability 

Residence Occupations 

·lr .... ·-o~· . • ;•J,2"<., ' b 



ASSIGNMENTS 

DATE- DETAIL CE LL DATE DETAIL CELL DATE DETAIL CELL DATE DETAil"' CELL DATE DETAIL CELL 

~ -
- ---

~0--Q, 
IJJ--'Pj /~) ---

~ 7J.L.. t~Jf ~L~ 9-
d . 

- I ---

OFFICER IN CHARGE WILL ENTER ANY SPECIAL COMMENTS BELOW: 

CELL OR FROM TO OFFICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS 
CELL OR FROM TO OFF ICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS DETAIL DETAIL 

---
---

-

--- ---
---

-
I ' . . 

F P I At!. Ga. 4-2-42 4000 2195 
( 



Offense.Uurde.r 

J AG 300 
Rev. Oct. 1940 ~~OCIATE WARDEN'S RECORD CAR< 

Race ,:hite Age 1820 
SenteDct.i fe Begin~-28-1922 Marrieii.11g le DepsP 
Date Imi6-l.0-1920 At j) Kansas CitizenY e s ReiigJ~one 
Date Rec'<2-28- lz22 Physical Cond.LieFit. Dut,l 
Par. Elig2-27- l 9 2 7: Mental Condl Jes a i;. ive 
C. R. Life Maxl..if~ Education : S.A.T. 
Comm. Fine G. T. G. SG~t.. Col i ege Le v e l 
PREVIOUS RECORD : PSYCHOLOGICAL and APTITUDE TEST: 
Jails Ref. lJA "' f. 1 0.· -.> 
Pens: Fed. l. State IQ 1 16 

Detainers : Fed. State Occupational Skills : - ~ 

Esca~s : Fed. State ~ 

CUSTODY: :.r-nmum. . 
Crimes Involved: (Enumerate) r ' ' 

L Pr evi ous te:~~~ for t-:.trdE".r Avocational Interests : ~·. 

.s ~ 5.sm,t. "if~. ·: Sttu,dr i2! B;t l"~ 'i 
Hiato!I of Occu2ational Ex2erienee 

OceuEatiODS No. Yrs. Verification of Performance 

~•ona Quality Dependability 

Aliases: 
' 

- -' t ·,.: • 'i.· 

Name Number Residence Occu2ations ': 

ST::\OUD, Hob ~rt. ... 7431 L Unknown Hone f I . 



ASSIGNMENTS 

DATE- DETAIL CELL DATE DITAIL CELL DATE DETAIL CELL DATE DETAJI- CELL DATE DETAIL CELL 

---
6& ,.... 

- ---
I I r l! .-,/} ~ 

/,1// ~ /d:l- -\-}. "7.6 A. itA ./, 'Z ~ t <.P'--A ~4~ ~- ~. 
..!: :::: 

( / /J 
u -

--- I 

--- ---

OFFICER IN CHARGE WILL ENTER ANY SPECIAL COMMENTS BELOW: 

CELL OR FROM TO OFFICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS 
CELL OR 

I~ TO OFFICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS DETAIL DETAIL 

-
---
---

--- ---

I 
---

I t' ,, 
FPI At!. Ga. 4-2-42 4000 2195 

( 



Offense!.l.urder 

JAG 300 
Rev. Oct. 1940 {~"OCIATE WARDEN'S RECORD CAR? 

Race ,.hite Age 1890 . 
Senten <:hire Begin2 -28-l 222 Marrie5ing le DepsO 
Date Imi5-l0-12~ At D Kansas CitizeJ es ReligHone 
Date Rec'c&-28-12 22 Physical CondLiz h t Dutz 
Par . .Elig2-27-l~J7 ' Mental Condl leg a"t;iV:3 
C. R. I.ife MaxLi;t:&2 Education: S. A. T. 
Comm. Fine G. T. G.SGe= College Level 
PREVIOUS RECORD: PSYCHOLOGICAL and APTITUDE TEST: 
Jails Ref. tlA 8-t 
Pens: Fed. 1 State IQ 1116 
Detainers: Fed. State Occupational Skills: 
Esca2ea: Fed. State 
CUSTODY: !..«.Y..imn~ 
Crimes Involved: (Enumerate) 

:L !Tevi ou.s te_"r:t f or t.urder A vocational Interests: 

Scj ~r"Jj·.i fj '~ ~' t~ ,~~ c<' n!r,~ : 5 
Histo~ of Occu2ational Ex2erience 

Occupati0118 No. Yrs. Verification of Performance 

1•one Quality Dependability 

Aliases: 

Name Num~r Residence Occu2ations 

ST;tOUD, H,obert 17431- Unknovm Hone I I 

-



ASSIGNMENTS 

I DATE- DETAIL CELL DATE DETAIL CELL DATE DETAIL CELL DATE DETAil'" CELL DATE DETAIL CELL 

L_ i\?J 1 ld -
t I 0 () 

~ 
/'1 117 A 

~~ Vjt!J jf - ~ ~. t.C.- / .4 / ~-~/ ; 

L 
, 

/1 ---
~ 

v 
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' OFFICER IN CHARGE WILL ENTER ANY SPECIAL COMMENTS BELOW: 

I CELL OR FROM TO OFF ICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS 
CELL OR FROM TO OFFICER CONDUCT WORK REMARKS DETAIL DETAIL ---
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I --- -
I ---
I ---
I 
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I 

I I .. 
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Censorship 
Form No. 17 

Fr!IHt- FLK- 1·13. n -1oot- 10941·22 

UNITED STATES 
PENAL AND CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

.a.ven~.lo.rth., .~ .~gJl..$..f?)?. .. L .. .. .......... ................................ .. . 
(Institution) 

..... ,. l . .. ... ........ , 19 ..... . 

Authorization to Mail Packages out of Institution 

................................. ~ .. Q:t?.~J:t ... 9.t .:r9.1+.Q._., ____ _______ __ ____ _____ __ __ ___ __ .......... ........................ , Register No ...... ~?~-~~------- • 
(Name of Inmate) 

is authorized to ship from the institut ion the following items to the address given below: ..,..,... • olle c t 
'::he f ollo 'ring it ems , ( One Bird) 

E~Xpress ollect 
VA- luation ,.~ 1 0 . 00 . 

Captain 

Arrangements have been made for collection of commissary coupons of sufficient value, from the 
above named inmate, to cover cost of this shipment. 

Commissary Clerk 

The articles indicated above were pached:it1;;;ttO::p:ceseH~~ in accorJW:n9c~~ 
I 

- 1?-

To ..... . L ..•. Q .•... .'~ .. :f.G.lJ~ ..... . ........ ....... .. . ........ . ....... . . . . . . ... .. . . . ............. .. . .... :: :.~P:P:~~.<:?.P.)J!?. ........................... ~ ..... . 
(Name) (City) 

.. .... ~.S?J9 .... ~ f.~. l?. Y. .... 4.~.~-h .... ~.!?.:r'~ .E:?t ..... . . ... ... . . ..... ........ ..... . .. ... ~. IJ.rm.! .... ................................................. . 
(Box No. or Street Address) (State) 

( 

( 

l 



Censorship 
F orm No. 17 

F IJ I IXC-l·'J~ R--1'\.1'7 · 38-700o-Il G0 '7 • S 

UNITED STATES 
PENAL AND CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

... ..... J.,..~-~-Y.~P.W9.:I:'t.h.,J~a..P..$..a§ .. !L ..................... .... .. . 
(Ins t itu tion) 

....... Q.<?_~-~-~~-~ .. J.~.tJ.~~?..! ............ , 19 ....... . 

Authorization to Ma.il Packages out of Institution 

· ----·------·----·---- - ------·-- - ---QJ;l_~;rt_ __ ~ __ t;r.g_~_c;l,_, __________ _____ ________ _____ ______ ____ __ __ ___ ____________________ , Register No ... J'J.. ... :?.l ........ , 
(Name of Inmate) 

is authorized to ship from the institution the following items to the address given below ~; • ollect 
The following i terns, ne t~i rd ) Val ue , .f 1 0 . 00 • 

..;xpress ollect 
7Al u1. t ion , ~ 1 0 . 00 

Captain 

Arrangements have been made for collection of commissary coupons of sufficient value, from the 
above named inmate, to cover cost of this shipment. 

Commissary Clerk 

The articles indicated above were packed in my presence in accordance with the above instructions. 

To ........... L .• G..t ... ~.:r.Q:tl!?. .............................................................. . 
(Name) 

............ 381.0. .. 1 e.s.t .... 46th ... S..t.r.e.e.t.,. ...................... .. 
(I3ox No. or Street Address ) 

Minnasota 

• 

. . 



j 
.. ( 

EXPRES~ ;A GE ... CY .&. lLWAY 
/ . " INCORPORATED 

.RM· ..}{PRESS RECEIPT -NO!j-NEGE>TIABLE-TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. 'The provieions ot th~ reaiJ?t. shall inurt' to the benefit of and be binding upot'j 
the eoneipar, \he eon~iKnee and all camers b.ndling this shipment and shall apply to any 
reeonaignment, or return the~f. 

3. Unle~~~~ caused by its own negligence or that of its agents, the tompeny shall not 
be l:iable for-

a Difl'erence in ';\'tight or quantity caused by ahrinkage, leakage, or evaporation. 

b The death, injury, or escape of live freight. 

e ~:,r ~o~ih~, b~~~~r ~tde~t:0~~~~/~1,Z; ~e:ua.~~"':rli~r~ua~~ 
aumerated in the receipt. 

4. Unless raused in whole or in part by its own negligence or that of ibl agents, thll 
company •hall not be liable for loss, damBge O{ delay caused by-

• The act or default of the shipper or o~·ner. 

b The nature of the property, or defeet or inherent vice there!Q.. 
e Improper or insufficient packing, securing, or addTeS~~ing. 

d ~rilsA~~ ~~~::ii!n~b~i~e e~:::~~ ~~t~~r~~~f i~~7Jc~~;:n:i~~~~o~, !.~:~C:; 
oeeurnnee in customs warehouse. 

e The examination by , or partial delivery to the coneigrtee· of C. 0 . D. ship­
mente. 

-1 Delivery under Instructions of consignor or consignee at stations v.·here the rt~ 
Ia no agent of tho company after such shiprf!ents have been left at such 
at& tiona. 

6. When consigned to a place a t which the express company has no office, ehipmeot.s 
MW!t be marked with the name of the express sta tion at which delivery will be accepted or be 

~~~~n ::~=:,~::;.~:.irey~i~~~ i!c, tom~~~~'=f~hfp~:n~P;W b:':';;a~~ line by a carrier other 

8. If any C. 0 . D . 11 not paid t~ithin thirty days dter notice of non-delivery hu 
been mailed to the shipper the company may at it& option return the property to the couignor . 

9. Free delivery will not be made at pointe where the company maintain~ no 
delivery !ervice; at points whe.re delivery 5ervice is maintain~ free delivery wiU not be made 
at add rei!Sell beyond the e~~tabhsh~ and published delivery limLtll. 

Special Addi tional Provisions as to Shipments Forwarded by Venal from tfle United Stat•• 
to Places in f oreign Countrill. 

covered ~~~reb:f ~~~!1,d!!t~a~~~~s~roc!~~~a~h;~;~ei~;di 8b~n thcf~7~~· ~':;~~~:i~~aP:!~~f 
dCl!t~ nation, be subject to all the terms and conditions of the receipts or tma of lading of oct;an 
camcl'll u ac~pted by the company for the shipment, and of foreign carrien participatmg 
in the transportation! and aa to such t ransit is accepted fo r tnmaportation and dehvery aubject. 

~Jh:o~~~·~:~~~'he~;·:;;;r~:!~o~~·d a~~~:toma of overua and foreign carrier~, cuatodiana. 

12, It Ia hereby asreed that the . property d es tined to such foreign countries, and 

:::~~i ;;;ir~~~o~~.gf~~~:,:n~ld~~~~~':, ~~~e:he~~el~r ch:d~~·e=~i~ti~~.p=.: 
menta and payments, and such duties and charge~, when advanced~ the company ahall become 
alien on the property. 

"-·-·······················.···---------- --·--· '\-- ---- ·--------------------·----·.-- ---- -- -·------------------- -- -- -··.·········· .......... ~ ... : .............. ,_ .................. _. ____ , ______________ ~"-

To Destination omce 

·104 
Advances 

Value Chargee 

(1 031·1) Leavenworth, Kans. (W) ra:·;o6 DO NOT 
PiecH 

/ 

~· 

Article Wei11ht Express Charges 

Jyfj, USE THESE 

Class I Paid i~ Par 

I 
COLLECT Scale orRatel Verified by 

(Original) 

(Form 5082) 

NOTE-The Company will not pay over $50, in case of loss, or 50 cents per pound, ·acttllll weight, for any shipment in 
excess of 100 pounds, unless a greater value is declared and charges for such greater value paid. 

RAILWAY . EXPRESS AGENCY 

1.._, 

,..,. 

~---------------------------------------------INCORPORATED------------------------------------------~~ 

\ 

Received shipment described hereon, subject to the Classifications and Tariffs in effect on the date hereof, value 
herein declared by Shipper to be that entered in space hereon readin~ "Declared Value," which the Company 
agrees to carry upon the terms and conditions printed hereon, to wh1eh the Shipper agrees and as evidence 
thereof accepts this receipt. 

Hour 



. I I 

RAJT ~ •TAY EXPR£ 88 'Y AGE 
"' I NCORPORATED 

.£CEIPT -NON-NEGOTIABLE-TERMS AND CONDmONS 
1. The provisions of th is mei J?l shall inure to the benefit or and be binding uporl 

the consignor, t he c:onsignee and all earnel'll handling this ah.ip1uent and shall apply to any 
reconsignment, or return tbereor. 

3. Unlee~~ caUAed by ita own ntglicence or that of ita agent.!:, the eompapy aha.ll not 
be hable for- . 

Dil!'erence In wel @;ht or quantity caused by ahtinkage, leakage, or evaporation. 

The death, injury, or escape of live freight . 

c ~n~ :o:~~rb~~~~r ~t~it:O~~:!cyi~l~; =UBau~n~;u;i~ua!~ 
enumerated in the receipt. 

4. Unleee eaueed in whole or In part by its own negligence or that or !lA agents, the 
eompany shall not be liable for lo~, daroace Of delay caused by-

a The act or default of the !hipper or owner. 

b T he Mture of the property, or defed or inherent vice therein. 

c Improper or iniiUfficient packing, securing, or addressing. 

d The Act ef God, public enemies, authority of la w, quarantine, rioll, etrikes, 
perila of navigation, the haaatds or dangers incident to a state of war, or 
occun-ence in customs warehouse. 

e The e:uminstion by, or partial delivery to the eon~igtJee of C. 0 . D. ahi~ 
mente. 

I Delivery under Instruction• of eon6ignor or ctmsignce at station~ .. ·here there 
il no agent of the company alter aucb sbipll)entll have been left at aucb 
au tiona. 

8. If any C. 0 . D . is not ~d t~ithin thirty days a rter notice of non-delivery bu 
been mailed to the shipper the company may at it.e option return the property to tbe cona1p or. 

9. F~ delivery will no~ be m&de at poi~tll where the companY: malntaiM l'lOo 
delivery service; at point.& where dehvNy service is mamtained free delivery •~'ill not be made 
at addrCNe~~ beyond the establishe4 and published deli very limilll. 

Special Additional Provll lonl 11 to Shipments Forwarded by Veu el fr om the United Sltt•• 
to P tae11 In Forel11n Counlr lea. 

covered 
1~~reb:r ~~~~~.d=t~~~~~1r:~:~ ~~h~ur::':~d11b~n t~e!~7~~ co:!~~:~~~P:!~~~ 

deatination, be subject to all the terrna and conditione of the receipt. or ~II• of '-ding of oeu.n 
carrie~ aa ac~pt.ed by the company for the ahi pmen~, and of lore~ carrien part icipating 

~ ~~~ ~r:~~~~~.n~~~~~ :~a~i~~s~':~~i~:!t!,~P~o~~~~~:~:~ =h~~.":~~~ 
a.nd I OVemmente, the1 r employees and acenta. 

11 . The company ahall not be liable ror any 108!1, damage, or delay to u id ahipmenta 
over ocean routes and their foreign connedions, the destination of which ia in a foreign country, 
oceu occasioned by any auch 
acta, or delay mUIIt be made 

"in w ~~er:~ftd~:;~~~ :~~~ 
te of shipment; and claims IIQ made againat uid 

de!iverinJ!: or iMuing carrier shall be deemed to have been made again~ t any carrier which may 

~h!i~~~tf:;~~n~~rting8~~i!~~~b~th:8~~~~:~ ~~t:·~~~ii~:~~0th~~~h:"c~r~neer ~~ di1::1Jo~!id~h~ 
~~":u%l~be:O~ 1:: a~~~~~~hc~~fih t~hfo7e,~i~:'rr:~~~i~~~. ~e~~~:~e~~~r o~~ lllbe1llabl~~ 

C • ·• · •••••• ••• •• ••••• ••• •• ••••• •••• •• ••• • •••• •••• ••• •••• •• •• •• •• •••••••• ••• • •• ··-••• • •• •• ••• •• •• ••• •• ••• ••••• •• •• oo••·• •• •• ••••uoo••• •• •• •• •• oooooo oo oooooOoon un •• ••• • •ooo •oo• • - · - •oo - •---- · · .. --• •·---· · · · 

194 

Value Charges 

DO NOT (1031-1) Leavenworth, Kans. (W) 
Article 

Claso 

1 

Paid ir Part 

I 
COLLECT Scale or Ratel Verified by 

(Original ) 

SHIPPER'S COLLECT RECEIPT 

Express Charges 

USE THESE 
Total 

SPACES 
C. O. D. 

I 
C. 0 . D. Service Charge 

Write in YES or NO 
I X 

(Form 5082) 

· NOTE-The Company will not pay over $50. in ·case of loss, or 50 cents per pound, actual weight, for any shipment in 
excess of 100 pounds, unless a greater vo.lue is declared and charges for such greater value paid. 

RAILWAY E X PRESS AGENCY 
----------------------------------------------INCORPORATED---------------------------------------------

1 

Received shipment described hereon, subject to the Classifications and Tariffs in effect on the date hereof, value 
herein declared by Shipper to be that entered in apace hereon readin~ "Declared Value," which the Company 
agrees to carry upon the terms and conditions printed hereon, to whiCh the Shipper agrees and aa evidence 
thereof accepts this receipt. r .• 

f 



. - -

L 
RAIL ~ y _ EXPRESS AGENC ~ 

IN CORPORA TED 

UNIFORM EXPRF.SS RECEIPT-NON-NEGOTIABLE-TERMS AND COND .S -

~.~~ ~v;.:: ~~Jh:u'=~,..u:~dhn; :b~h.hl=:~~ ~~d":hatu ~~~1!"fo u~~ mu.,t be !.,~e;i:~~rr:m~ !r ~~:ee::r:!.i ~~~~~ e:f~chd!ij;[ryh!:i,j<;:~~;~r:~".: 
rnmeot, or return thereof. marked with for,.·ardi"&: d irections 1f to go beyond the expreM romp:1ny's line by a ca.n ier other 

n the2'v.J~11 the:l:-~~0~,0h!:ru~~h~~~~·~il:~i:;dof~:~;~;!J:~~ 1fi~ePd~1,~':! 
o~ !~~ :::;:;::::;~ ~ ~~rtooo~~:~~i:!s e:::~~ ~!t~e 'Ta":iell:~~~~h:~~::! ;re!~~~ 
doir.~ t~:, ~~~~~~i~r:'t ~tl:~~~c~r r!:.11o~~~~~~~~~~~hi:n 'fihye~~~'i.'~:n;:~~~:e~~ 
weisht, for any e h ipmen~ weighing more tha11 100 ~unds , unleaa a greater value i11 stated herein. 
UnleN a ~ter value 11 detlared and at.ated herem the shipper agrOOB that the va lue of the 
=~~tm:~~: u laat a bove aet out and that t.he liability o f the company &hall in no event exceed 

3. Un!M-<\uaed by its own negligence or that of ita agents, the company shall not. 
be liable for- ¥ 

• Dilferenoe In "'eight or quantity cau9:d by ahrinkage, leakage, or evaporation. 
• The death, injury, or escape of live freight. 

• ::=:. :;o~~tr b~~~:ir l~>t'!~t::Ou:;':~/:~1~; ~e:WI,:::n~~cl~UA~~: 
enumerated In the receipt. 

4.. 1Jalees cauaed In whole or in part by its 0"'1'1 negligence or that of its agents, th& 
company 1haU not be liable for 10511, damage or delay cauaed by-

• The act o r default of the shipper or owner. 

• The nature of the property, or defect or inherent vice therein. 
c Improper or lnaufficient packing, securing, or addre.<~~~i n g. 

d The Act ef God, public enemies. authority of law, quarant ine, riots, ~ trikca, 
perils of navigat ion, the htuards or dangen1 incident to a atate of war, or 
occurrence in CWltom!l warehoWIC. 

• The eumination by, or partial delivery to the con11ignce of C. 0. D. ahi~ 
mente. 
Delivery under \netmctiont of con~ignor ot ~n,ignee at &tl\ t!Ona where there 

agent of the company !Ll'Wr s uch 6luprqent~ bave lx:cn left at aucb 

than an upress company. H not 110 marked sh1pmenta will be Rf~ 

8. 11 any C. 0 . D. i4 not paid •.i th in thirty daya after notice of non-delivery has 
been mailed to the 1hipper the company may a t ita option return the property to the conai(nor. 

~ . Free delive ry ~~o· ill not be made at point.l! 11o·here the I':Ompany maintains n() 
delivery service; at points where delivery scrvil':e is maintain~ free dcl1 very wiU not be made 
at atldrCMe8 beyond thl': established and published delivery limtta. 

Special Additlonel Provision• at to Shlpmenta Forwarded by Veu el hom the Unit1d Stet1a 
to Plant In F'or1ign Countriu • 

oovered ~~~reb:r ~~~~J,d!:t~~~~~~r:~~~ ~~h:ur::~~di1b~n ther~f;!: eo:~;~i~~P~~u~~ 
dt~~ tin ation, be 1ubjett to all the term& and conditione of the receipt.& or ~lie of ladin& o( ocean 
e~rri el"ll u accepted by the company for the ahi pment, and of forei~ carrien participating 
in the tranaport.ation\ 1nd II to auch t raneit ia accepted for transportatiOn and dehvery subj~t 

~t;,~~~~;~:~pihei;':~=:o:~·/~~;:.tomt of oversea and foreisn carrien, cWi to<llan.. 

t -·• • •••••• •• ••••••••• • •• •••• •• • •••••••• • • ••••• • • • • • ••• •• • • ••• •••••• •• •• •• •• ••• • •• •• •• • ••• • • •• • •••·~ · • • ••••••••• ••••••• •• •• •• •oooooooooooooooooooooooon o oooouUIOtooooooo•••• ••••·-•-•ooooo ... ___ .. , __ .. ,,...,.~- ··· 

To DtatiDation Ollioe 

Mi nne a:p oli s , Minn sota 
Enter Date Shipped 

104 

Advances 

493'7 Colfax Ave • , outn 
-------------------NameofFonnromKOffire·--------------------------,---,Doo~L~~nd~V~a~lu~e~--r----,V~a'Ju~e~C~ha~r-~----

(1031·1) Leavenworth, Kans. (W) ~plO o OO oo NOT 
Article Description WeiKht 

1 Live Bi rd) 5 Lbs . 

P.M. B . 1 7431 
Shipper Claoo I Paid i~ Part 

Express Charges 

USE THESE 
Total 

SPACES 
C.O.D. 

I 
Shipper'• Street Address COLLECT Scale or Ratel Verified by 

(Original) 

C. 0 . D. Service Charge 
Write in YES or NO 

us I X 
SHIPPER'S COLLECT RECEIPT (Form 5082) 

NOTE-The Company will not pay over $50, in case of loss, or 50 cents per pound, actual weight, for any shipment in 
excess of 100 pounds, unless a greater value is declared and charges for such greater value paid. 

RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY 

Received shipment described hereon, subject to the Classifications and Tariffs in effect on the date hereof, value 
herein declared by Shipper to be that entered in space hereon readin~ "Declared Value," which the ~ Company 
agrees to carry upon the terms and conditions printed hereon, to which the Shipper agrees and as e"Vidence 
thereof accepts this receipt. _.,-



United States 
of America --

Mr. LONG of Missouri. Mr. Presi­
dent, during the week of July 15, 1962, 
the Washington Post carried a series of 
seven articles dealing with Robert 
Stroud-better known perhaps as the 
"Birdman of Alcatraz." A movie with 
the "Birdman" title is currently being 
shown throughout the country. 

These articles, appearing in serial 
form, were written by Eve Edstrom, na­
tionally known, award-winning writer. 

With the movie being shown across 
the country, undoubtedly we · will be 
asked time and again why this prisoner 
is still in custody. 

In order for the entire Nation to know 
of heretofore unpublished facts concern­
ing this convict, I now ask unanimous 
consent that these articles be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the articles 
were ordered to be printed in the REc­
ORD, as follows: 
THAT BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ REALLY FEATHERED 

HIS NEST 
(Senator EDWARD V. LoNG, Democrat, of 

Missouri, as chairman of a Senate Judicia ry 
Subcommittee concerned with Federal peni­
tentiaries, h as interested himself in the case 
of Robert F. Stroud, the "Birdman of Alca­
traz." The following is based on official rec­
ords, court proceedings and other da ta known 
to Senator LONG. Much of it was nev!'r be­
fore available to other writers on the subject.) 

(First of a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

Robert Franklin Stroud got 12 years for 
shooting the bartender who welched on the 
$10 price that prostitute Kitty O'Brien 
usually received. 

That happened in 1909 in Alaska. From 
that day to this, for more than half a cen­
tury, Stroud has been in Federa l custody. 

His life behind bars spans the evolution 
of the Nation's prison system. When he was 
convicted at the age of 19, prison guards 
carried clubs and prisoners wore stripes, ate 
in silence, and were shackled to cell bars as 
punishment. 

Federal Prison Director J a mes V. Bennett 
succeeded in changing all that-but he 
never has succeeded in changing Stroud, now 
72 and still at war with his keepers. 

To Federa l au thorities, Stroud is known 
as the most cunning and cantankerous pris­
oner ever to be their guest. To the public, 
Stroud is known as the "Birdman of 
Alcatraz, " a self -educated scientist who 
achieved a worldwide reputation for his 
p a instaking research on the disease of birds. 

TWO VIEWS OF KILLING 

For decades now, bird lovers have insisted 
that Stroud should be freed from his own 
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1Record 
((Birdman of Alcatraz" 

ongressional Record-Senate, July 25, 1962) 
caged existence. Currently, a new effort is 
underway timed to coincide with the release 
of a motion picture purportedly based on 
Stroud's life. 

In the public mind, Stroud's work is proof 
of his rehabilitation. He has won a sym­
pathetic following because of his apparent 
concern over the welfare of birds. In his 
book, "Stroud's Digest o! the Diseases of 
Birds," he wrote: 

"The lives of literally thousands of birds, 
the heartbreak of hundreds of blasted hopes 
have gone Into these pages. For every truth 
I h ave blundered through a hundred errors. 
I have killed birds when it was almost as 
h ard as killing one's children. I have dedi­
cated my book to the proposition that fewer 
birds shall suffer because their diseases are 
not understood ." 

But Stroud-after plunging a knife 
through the heart of a prison guard-also 
is the author of this passage: 

"The guard took sick and died all of a 
sudden. He died of heart trouble. I guess 
you would call It a puncture of the heart. 
Anyhow there was a knife hole in it. I have 
never given any reason for doing It, so they 
won't have much to work on, only that I 
killed him, and tha t won't do much good , 
for I will admit that." 

WELCOME ISOLATION 

For that murder-the killing of Guard 
Andrew F . Turner before 1,200 inmates at 
the Leavenworth Penitentiary, March 26, 
1916-Stroud went on tria l for his life . He 
was sentenced to be hanged and the gallows 
were being built when President Woodrow 
Wilson commuted his sentence to life . 

Considered too dangerous to be mixed 
with the general prison population, Stroud 
was placed in segregated quarters, where he 
was to remain for most of his adult life . 
Subsequently Stroud's supporters viewed 
this as cruel and inhumane punishment. 
Actually, segregation was tailor made for 
Stroud's purposes. 

Back in the 1920's it was not unusual for 
a prisoner, especially a life termer, to keep 
one or two canaries in his cell . Prison in­
dustries were not organized then and there 
was no emphasis on rehab!litation through 
academic learning. Wardens welcomed any 
diversion to keep inmates from going "stir 
crazy." 

However, it was highly unusual for a pris­
oner to raise as many as 300 canaries at one 
time, to be given a second connecting cell 
for an aviary, to accumulate one-half ton 
of equipment, to operate a canary-breeding 
business for the sale of birds to the general 
public, and to correspond with 2,000 bird 
owners and breeders. 

Stroud did all these things. In addition, 
he used scraps of glass and metal to make 
scientific equipment such as a microtome ca­
pable of slicing tissue to one twelve-thou­
sandth of an inch . 

DISTILLERY AS A SIDELINE 
But Stroud's work was not just for birds 

and bird lovers. When his cell finally was 
shaken down by experts, It was discovered 
that his bird paraphernalia hid a home-made 
still which was turning out 188 proof alcohol. 

In addition to moonshining, a letter­
smuggling oper ation was conducted from his 
cell. Letters were shipped out in birdcages. 

It was for violations such as these-in 
addition to espousing homosexuality-that 
Stroud earned the reputation as a prisoner 
who could not be trusted, who was not re­
habilitated even though he had some scien­
tific accomplishments to his credit. 

Long before prison gates shut on Stroud, 
he was a nonconformist. He quit school at 
the end of the third grade "because I was 
lea rning nothing." He fled his Sea ttle home 
at age of 13 because "home life was an awful 
pain in the neck." 

During his childhood, his p ersonality was 
a paradox. He was "considered very timid," 
a child who "hated trouble," one who "would 
walk blocks to keep from h aving to offend 
anybody." Yet he was "continually having 
trouble and serious trouble . Somebody was 
a lways getting hurt." 

On one occasion when his father knocked 
him down, he reportedly " came up out of the 
dirt with a rock in each hand . The first one 
hit him in the chest h ard enough to break 
two ribs . He treated me with respect after 
that." 

PRECOCIOUS MISANTHROPE 
He h ated his fa ther before he was two 

and considered his mother a "veritable Agrip­
pina," t he mother of Nero who was so pos­
sessive that Nero finally arranged for her 
murder . 

He never had a meaningful, la sting rela­
tionship with any individual. Although he 
once was close to his younger brother Marc, 
he ultimately turned on him for bungling 
his affairs and berated Marc for being on the 
outside during "the 10 most prosperous years 
this Nation has ever had, yet you are not a 
millionaire." 

Stroud "married" as he did everything 
else-to gain personal publicity and to show 
his superiority over others by finding a way 
to do something that could not be done. 

"Can't is a strange little word," he once 
wrote. "Many persons !all on their faces 
in Oriental obeisance at its merest men­
tion. To some, It is a refuge from the !u­
tility of their existence; to others, 1 t is an 
alibi, a sop to their conscience. 

"To me, it has always been like the flag is 
supposed to react on a bull; whenever any­
one says 'can 't' to me, I ask myself: 'Why and 
why not? ' For regardless of the proposi­
tion, one u su a lly can if one wants to." 

And so when it looked as if prison officials 
were going to put a h alt to Stroud's bird 
business and tra n sfer him from Leavenworth 
to Alcatraz, Stroud took himself a "bride." 
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After determining that Leaven worth was 

part of the Louisiana Purchase Territory and 
that Congress bad enacted no marriage laws 
for the reservation, Stroud maintained that 
the 1803 Treaty of Paris, recognizing mar­
riages entered in to by the signing of a sim­
ple contract, was still in effect. He drew up 
a contract which was signed by himself and 
his business partner on the outside, Della 
Mae Jones. She filed it with the probate 
court in Leavenworth and the Federal court 
in Topeka. 

The Justice Department refused to recog­
nize the validity of the m a rriage and Della's 
name was removed from the list of St roud's 
approved correspondents. But she visited 
enough newspaper offices with the marriage 
contract to start a new public clamor for 
Stroud's release and to gain him permission 
to conduct his business as usual. 

Stroud always had a compulsive need to do 
the big thing. He could never achieve this 
on the outside. AI though he went to Alaska 
to participate in the railroad-building boom, 
he wound up as a peanut vendor, cook, and 
pimp. 

But in prison Stroud flourished. Although 
he had only a third-grade education when 
he entered prison, he took courses which 
showed he was operating at a college level. 
He had a verbal intelligence quotient of 139 
and an overall rating of 130. 

Appalled by his own lack of knowledge, he 
took courses in English and taught himself 
to use an old typewriter which he had ac­
quired. He studied astronomy, bacteriology, 
biology, chemistry, the classics, the French, 
Italian, Latin, and Spanish languages, m a the­
matics, ornithology, and pharmacology . 

BIRDSEED, ETC. 

As he began raising birds, his demands 
upon prison officials were endless. The pub­
lic thought that all Stroud wanted was "a 
little bit of birdseed." Actually, on one occa­
sion, a partial list of his "requirements" 
included: 

Seed- rope, hemp, canary, and tonic- in 
100-pound lots; mineral food, cuttle bone, 
disinfectant, insecticides, louse powder, so­
dium fluoride, sodium perborate; cotton, 
cups, wire, sheet steel, glue, nails, paint; 
typewriter supplies; green food for birds in 
winter; fresh eggs for them the year around 
but especially during the breeding season; 
new stock; meal worms; bacteriological glass­
ware, including test tubes, baker's funnels 
and thermometers, and materials for 1naking 
and testing cultures. 

Whenever Stroud didn't get his way he 
complained to Washington. One complaint. 
forwarded to the Attorney General, accused 
the prison administration of refusing him an 
adequate supply of mouthwash and adhesive 
tape. Questioned about this, Leavenworth's 
warden replied: 

"He wants the [mouthwash] solution by 
the gallon. In fact, he has been using it in 
connection with his bird raising. He wants 
adhesive tape by the roll, which he has been 
using to paste boxes together. 

"He has been furnished a reasonable 
amount of adhesive tape to be used in case 
of skin abrasions but not sufficient to n1ake 
boxes. He has been furnished a 6-ounce 
bottle of • • • solution as a mouthwash 
but not sufficient to disinfect his birdcages." 

A ROMANTIC CONCEIT 

As Stroud began to conduct research into 
the causes of bird diseases and to publish 
his findings in bird journals, his ego knew no 
bounds. He likened hims.elf to the Count of 
Monte Cristo, declaring that his "trials, tri­
umphs, and unbelievable accomplishments" 
outstripped those of the fictional hero. On 
other occasions, he likened himself to Co­
lumbus and to Louis Pasteur in suggesting 
that his original discoveries mat-ched theirs . 

Stroud went so far as to demand that 
prison officials sign an agreement governing 
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his activities and living arrangements while 
in custody. He wanted 500 square feet of 
floor sp ace "divorced from the regular prison 
routine" but p r eferably "on our side of the 
walls" and a special mailbox number "to 
be paid for by me and to appear on my 
stationery and in n1y advertising." 

Stroud a lso wanted a prison en1ployee­
college educated, not lazy, of pleasant dis­
position and inquiring mind-to be as­
signed to him to conduct his business affairs. 
In expla ining this request, Stroud noted 
that many excellent men were in t he em­
ploy of the prison syste1n but were wasting 
their talents "on jobs fit for morons." 

"Why not give one of them a break?" he 
asked. "Put him in complete charge of me 
and my affairs * * * r a ising his pay to 
$2,000 a yea r . I will pay his wages and raise 
them some more the m inute the business 
justifies it. * * * I'll admit that this has 
never been done. That is why it is good. 
Big m en do not follow precedents; they 
ere ate them." 

Needless to say, Stroud's schen1e was not 
adopted. He proposed it just after he had 
become eligible for p arole in 1937 but w as 
turned d own. Each year since t hen, his case 
has been reviewed and p arole has been de­
nied. 

OWN PAROLE TERMS 

Stroud's supporters insist that the Bird­
rnan 's failure to win his freedom is the re­
sult of a p er sonal vendetta against hin1 by 
Federa l prison officials. Actually, Stroud 
is a problem inherited by t he Federal Bureau 
of Prisons when it was organized in 1930. 

Its m andate from Congress was clear. It 
was to end prison abuses and begin a pioneer­
ing effort to rehabilitate prisoners. But 
Stroud has consistently r esisted every at­
tempt to return him to the general prison 
population as the first step toward giving 
him his release. He fights any change that 
would deprive him of his bird empire. 

And just as he has wan ted prison on his 
own terms, he wants to set the conditions of 
his parole. He does not believe, for example, 
that traveling restrictions should be placed 
upon him. And in recent years he h as 
expressed unwillingness to accept an offer 
of a home and a job caring f or birds ·if 
parole were granted. 

"I have spent years of m y life with birds 
and this m a n imagines that I would enjoy 
taking care of a flock of birds-which at my 
age is not the case," he has written. "That, 
to me, was always the most drudging chore, 
one that I was willing to undertake only be­
cause it was one avenue open to me, and they 
were my birds. 

" * • * I most certainly would never ac­
cept such employment from anyone else . 
* * * If tha t is the kind of strings they are 
trying to tie on me, I think the wise thing 
to do will be to keep on fighting right fro1n 
where we are rather than try to make pleas ­
ing concessions * * * to appease others." 

If there is one consistent factor about 
Stroud's life, it is that he always h as r efused 
to m ake any concessions. 

"I have never been conquered. I never 
will be conquered," he has said. 

So prison has been his home for 53 year s. 

STROUD SAYS MOTHER RUINED LIFE 
SHE HELPED SAVE 

(Second in a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

It was la rgely through the efforts of h is 
mother that Robert Franklin Stroud, n O\V 
known as the "Birdman of Alcatraz," didn't 
hang on April 23, 1920, for killing a Leaven­
worth Penitentiary guard. 

But to this day the 72-y0ar-old Stroud 
expresses extreme bitterness against his 
mother, blaming her for the events which 
have caused him to be a Federal prisoner for 
53 years. 

"My every thought was tempered by her 
teachings and prejudices and my life was a 
series of disasters,, he once said. "I was 
taught to hate my father before I was 2 
years old." 

Stroud was born January 28, 1890, in a 
middle-class r esidential neighborhood in 
Seattle. 

DEPARTURE FROM HOME 

Constant bickering between his parents, 
he has said, k ept him in "such a state" tha t 
he was unable to make any progress in 
school. His m other's "continual domina­
tion" made i t "ilnpossible for me to develop 
the spirit of give and take so necessary for 
success in later life." 

Stroud h as given various accounts of the 
events which triggered his departure from 
home at age 13. He related, on one occa­
sion, that in h is 13th year he "attempted to 
murder my f a ther and declared my complete 
emancipation fro1n parental authority of 
any kind." 

At another time he said his parents had 
separated, leaving him with his mother, 
two older stepsisters a.nd a younger brother. 

"I was at an age when a boy most needs 
the direction and guidance of a wise father 
and I found myself dominated by three 
women in a household where petty bickering 
had become a habit. Naturally I cut from 
under as soon as I was big enough." 

Always good with his hands, particularly 
around m achinery, he picked up odd jobs 
as he hoboed about the United States. 
Fina lly, in 1907 when he was 17, he went to 
Alaska to t ake part in the r a ilroad building 
b oom . 

DISTORTED ACCOUNTS 

Stroud's record shows he worked as a real 
estate salesman, peanut vendor, and cook, 
was convicted of larceny in Katalla, Alaska, 
and then went to Juneau. There, on August 
23, 1909, he was sentenced in the U.S. dis­
t rict court to a term· of 12 years for man­
slaughter . 

Over the years flEtgrantly distorted ac­
counts of Stroud's offense h ave been churned 
out by those who h ave sought to free him. 
Stroud's victim has been pictured as a 
"burly Yukon miner" who violated Stroud's 
"first, last, and only love." 

Another version, attributed to Stroud's 
mother during her efforts to free him, sug­
gests that Stroud "just away from a shel­
tered home" was the victim of a "bad woman 
of the d ance halls.'' 

''My poor boy, infatuated with her, under 
her influence but chivalrous and brave, 
pleaded guilty to save h er," Stroud's mother 
was quoted in a widely reprinted article. 

But official reports of Stroud's offense 
state: 

"This man [Stroud] * * * started pimping 
for a woman of the streets who was addicted 
to the use of dope. This woman was much 
older than Strou :1 and of a very low type, 
even for that sort of woman." 

The woma n , Kitty O'Brien, had reportedly 
told Stroud she had been abused by a local 
bartender who "only paid her $2 whereas 
t he usual and customary fee was $10." 
Stroud then went to the b artender's home 
and shot him. When found, the bartender's 
"pantaloon pockets were turned inside out 
and what m oney he was supposed to have 
had was gone." 

NO SIGN OF STRUGGLE 

"Nothing about the room would indicate 
that there had been any struggle,'' the U .S. 
Commissioner reported. "• * * It is quite 
likely that Stroud would never have sur­
rendered himself • * * had he not known 
he was recognized when coming out of (the) 
house." 

On August 30, 1909, Stroud arrived at the 
Federal p enitentiary at McNeil Island, Wash. 
McNeil was typical of the prisons of its day. 
Convicts wore stripes, were served meals 
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from food-spla ttered buckets and were sent 
to the "hole" if they got out of line. 

But it was at McNeil, tough as it was, tha t 
Stroud embarked on his long career of at­
tempting to break prison rules. He wanted 
a fellow inmate, who worked as a hospital 
orderly, to obtain drugs for him. The or­
derly told prison officials and Stroud 
"carved" him up for "snitching." 

Just before the n oon meal on November 1, 
1911, Stroud attacked t he orderly "without 
warning • • • striking him In t he back with 
a knife ." As the victim attempted to run 
the length of the dining room a isle , Stroud 
gave chase and Inflicted seven stab wounds 
before guards disarmed him . Subsequently, 
the warden reported that Stroud regretted 
that he had been "unsuccessful" In t he ef­
fort to k111 the stool pigeon. 

Stroud was tried for the assault and sen­
tenced to a 6-month term consecutive to the 
12-year sentence Imposed In Alask a . Federal 
authorities decided to t ake n o more chances 
with Stroud. On September 5, 1912, he was 
shipped one of the "hard joints ," t h e U.S. 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kans . 

CONVICT S CARRIED HOMEMADE ARMS WHEN 

STROUD KILLED P RI SON GUARD 

(Third In a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

When James V. Bennett became Federal 
Prison Director, he ordered that all prison 
guards stop carrying clubs. 

That was In 1937-a quarter of a century 
after Robert Franklin Stroud arrived at the 
Leavenworth, Ka ns., Penit entiary to finish 
serving a 12-year sentence for m anslaughter. 

Back In World War I days no prison guard 
was dressed for duty withou t a club. And 
Inmates with bandages wr apped around split 
skulls were not an u n usual s ight. 

Prisoners h ad their weapons, t oo. They 
carried homemade "shivs." Stroud, the 72-
year-old Federa l p r isoner who now Is known 
as the "Birdman of Alcat raz," had concealed 
a double-edged dagger In a leather sheath 
sewn In his Sunday dresscoat. 

That dagger was drawn by Stroud on Sun­
d ay, March 26, 1916, when he knifed guard 
Andrew F. Turner before 1,200 convicts 
ga thered for the noon m eal In Leavenworth's 
mess hall. 

Over the years several r easons h ave been 
given for the killing. The guard h as been 
pictured as a typica l sadist of his d ay. This 
story, thoroughly discredited by prison offi­
cials, h as caused great anguish to Turner's 
widow, who st111 Is alive and who was left 
without funds to r a ise two children. 

Stroud has stated he wanted to put an end 
to the split heads at Leavenworth- "when 
they start a little of that, just grind out a 
good blade and shove it th rou gh a few of 
them." 

On another occasion Stroud said he feared 
that Turner was going t o report him for 
violating a prison rule. If t l1a t happened, 
Stroud belleved he would be unable to see 
his younger brother who unexpectedly had 
arrived to visit him. (This version of the 
motive for the k1111ng is roman ticized in the 
moving picture, "Birdman of Alca traz" by 
substituting Stroud's mother for the 
brother) . 

Stroud, It was said, decided to ask Turner 
If the disciplinary report h ad been filed. 
When Stroud asked the quest ion during the 
Sunday noon meal, Turner t old h im to re­
turn to his seat. 

"Stroud turned • • • a nd at the same 
time pivoted and doubled ba.ck on Turner 
and shoved the knife through his heart," 
an official report sta tes. "He (Stroud) said 
Turner was dead before he fell to the floor 
and it could h ave been avoided if the officer 
had answered his question becau se he 
found out la ter that Turner h ad not re­
ported him." 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
Fred Robertson, the U.S. Attorney 

who h andled the case, d eclared the k1lling 
was " t he m ost cruel , inexcu sable delibera tely 
planned, and cunningly executed murder 
ever committed anywhere." 

"The taking of the life of t his gu ard rep­
r esented the protest of Stroud and his rebel­
lious associates against the discipline of the 
Leavenworth prison," Robertson said. "• • • 
Stroud h as for years b een their leader . He Is 
In a sen se, a superior Individu al, h aving 
unusu al mental capabilities and attain­
ments. 

"• • • It h as been proven-In fact, ad­
mitted by Stroud h im self In my presence­
that he was the m aker of five other s imilar 
d aggers, one of which was used to murder 
another convict. There can be no doubt 
tha t It was then and Is yet Stroud's ambi­
t ion to bring about an organized mutiny 
in the Leavenworth prison, which would r e­
sult In killing the officers and guards and 
a complete escap e of a ll the Inm ates who 
d esired to go." 

Stroud was tried three times for the 
crime. At all three trials he was convicted of 
fir st degree murder. But reversals were won 
on two occasions becau se of errors, such as 
excluding the testimony of con victs prior to 
a Supreme Court ruling on this Issu e. 

During this litigation Stroud was u nm an­
ageable. He bragged about the murder and 
kick ed , cursed , and threatened to kill an­
other guard. He tried to escape by cutting 
his way through a wall of his cell. And 
for trying t o stop a guard from quelling 
a fight , he was cuffed to his cell door as 
punishment. 

But when he wasn't In t rouble, he studied 
music, m athematics, engineering, chemistry, 
b iology, and physics. 

His third conviction was upheld by the 
Supreme Court and Stroud was sentenced 
to be h an ged April 23, 1920. Stroud's m oth er 
came to Washington and was successful In 
her efforts to stay the execution. President 
Woodrow Wilson commuted Stroud's sen­
te:>ce to imprlsonmen t for life . 

Then as now there were strong feelings 
against capital punishment, p articularly In 
K ansas, where Sta te law forbade tt. But 
a lso then as now t here was widespread senti­
m ent that no convict sh ould get away with 
k1111ng a law enforcement official. 

P rison d iscipline dem anded that Stroud 
not be housed with other Inmates nor given 
the opportunity to get possession of weap­
ons. So he was confin ed by himself In an 
open-front cell In an isolation building. He 
was allowed a ll the privileges of an ordi­
n ary prisoner except the right to move about 
the prison without close supervision. 

Stroud's mother wanted him removed 
from Leavenworth becau se sh e feared for his 
safety, but he wanted to r em ain. 

" * • • I knew It Is always easter to make 
a friend of an enemy who knows and re­
sp ects you personally than of one who only 
knows you as a p aper record ," he said. 

Stroud agreed t o rem ain In Isola tion and 
to cau se no trouble within the prison In 
return for a number of special privileges 
such as being allowed to pursue academic 
studies which he had begun when he was 
under sentence of death. · 

"The special privileges I wanted were not 
d efined or llmlted ," he once wrote. "'I In­
sisted on this poin t , for I knew what I was 
going to do and I did not want the m atter 
fixed and closed ." 

DEPUTY W ARDEN ALSO LIKED P ETS 

(Fourth In a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

Prison guard klller , Robert Franklln Stroud, 
knew tha t Leavenworth Penitentiary's dep­
uty warden, L. F . Fletcher, was a "pet lover ." 

And back In the 1920's It was the deputy 
warden who r an the "inside" of a prison. 

3 
The warden occupied the front office whlle 
Ills deputy dispensed dlsclpllne , decided 
where Inmates would llve and work, and 
granted specia l privileges. 

It was, therefore, a h appy set of circum­
stances for Stroud, now 72 and st111 a Fed­
era l prisoner , tha t Fletcher was the deputy 
when Stroud found a broken nest o! young 
sparrows In an exercise yard near his cell. 

According to Thomas E. Gaddis, Strand's 
biographer and author of the "Birdman of 
Alcatraz," Stroud's interest In birds devel­
op ed as he nursed the sparrows b ack to 
health. To warm the birds, Stroud Impro­
vised an Incubator consisting of a sock hung 
near a 25-watt bulb. To aid a sparrow with 
a broken leg, Stroud made a spllnt from a 
match and a bit of thread . 

Stroud, In his prollfic outpouring of writ­
ing, states he taught the sparrows to do 
tricks, then called Fletcher to the door of 
h is cell to watch. 

" I would not ask you for myself but these 
llttle fellows would apprecia te some bird 
seed," Stroud said he t old Fletcher. 

"They deserve It and they could sure have 
It If I h ad an y," Fletcher Is quoted as re­
plyin g. 

Thereupon, Stroud told Fletcher: 
'"I was so sure tha t that Is what you would 

say that I h ave already had some sent here. 
It Is now Impounded In the storeroom and 
I would llke an order from you permitting 
me to get lt." 

Stroud got his bird seed. Subsequently 
three can aries, which were presents to other 
prisoners, drifted Into his h ands. By the 
following year , Stroud had 50 birds and, 
with his mother's aid on the outside, began 
selling the birds, sending them out of prison 
disguised as gifts. 

Using only a "razor blade and nall for 
tools," Stroud states he made his first bird 
cage out of wooden crates. La ter, he built 
cages from sllced-up cigar boxes. 

He obtained Government bulletins and 
books on birds, zoology, b acteriology, phar­
m acology, chemistry, and medicine. He ob­
tained a m agnifying glass and cultured mi­
croorganisms. When one of his birds died 
he studied It by dissecting it with his finger­
naBs. 

Then In the early 1920's Stroud's flock was 
struck down b y a highly contagious disease, 
avian septicemia, which until t hen was con­
sidered fatal. 

Through a long series of experiments, 
Stroud developed a treatment for the disease 
baEed on two of his findings: The tolerance 
of birds for oxygen-llbera tlng compounds Is 
greater than that of m ammals, and chemi­
cals of the cttrocarbonate t ype to restore 
the b alance lost In avian sept icemia. 

Stroud went on to discover control meth­
ods for secondary diseases affecting canaries 
.and a lso Isolated the source of an Infection 
which sickened poultry as well as canaries, 
thus receiving the gratitude of poultry 
breeders. 

Soon Stroud was publlshlng his findings In 
bird journals. With Increasing frequency, 
such articles as "My Bird Is Dead" (some 
advice on diagnosing bird diseases ) or "As­
perg1llosls in Can aries" (a highly fatal dis­
ease caused by the u se of m oldy food) were 
appearing In t he Roller Canary Journal 
and Bird World under Stroud's byllnes. 

Bird fanciers throughout the country-as 
m an y as 2,000 at the peak of Stroud's career­
wrote to him, seeking advice. They 
didn't know he was a Federa l prisoner, 
merely wrote . to Robert Stroud, Box 7, 
Leavenworth, K ans. 

Meanwhlle, Stroud reported he h ad reached 
a perfect understanding with Leaven­
worth's warden a t that time. 

"Every Important m an and woman who 
came to Leavenworth during his tenure was 
brought to my cell," Stroud once wrote. "We 
h ad as much love for each other as two 
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strange bulldogs yet we put on an act for 
visitors that was a masterpiece. 

"* * * He would certainly lay it on, tell­
ing them how m any people I had killed. 
Why, when T can1e here, he would say, 'this 
man was so dangerous t h at t hey were afraid 
to open h is door to give him food.' 

" [Then] I would show off the birds * * • 
and he would praise me to the skies. We 
went through this little scene as often as 
eight times in a single day * * * without 
ever deviating one sylla ble from our script. 
Onlookers wen t away sa ying to t h emselves: 
'My, what a fine courageou s, human warden.' 

"Me-I * * * established my bird busi­
ness. If I r e:1.lly h ad a squawl{ to make it 
was written out and handed to him. Never 
was one word said to indicate that life was 
not all love and roses." 

--
BUSINESS BOOMS !c,ROM PRISON 

(Fifth of a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

Della Mae Jones, widow or divorcee from 
Shelbyville, Ind., was one of the numerous 
bird fancier s who corresponded with 
Leavenworth Penitentiary prisoner and 
canary breeder, Robert Franklin Stroud. 

In Decemb er 1930, she arrived in Kansas 
City with $ 1,200 obtained from the sale of 
property. She wanted to help Stroud ad­
vertise and market the bird m edicines he 
had develop -:d while treating sick canaries 
in his prison cell. 

Until then, Stroud's mother had con­
ducted his outside activities. But the two 
broke witJl each other about this time. 
Stroud was incensed over an interview his 
mother gave the press. For the first time 
he learned t.hat she h ad argued that "I was 
a menta l incomp etent" when seeking the 
commutation of his death sentence for 
killing a Leaven worth guard. 

F E: ... RED INSANITY STIGMA 

"I would rather be dead than to have 
the stigma of a m adma n ," he said in d e ­
claring tha t his mother was "thwarting 
my efforts because she had some morbi.d 
fear that someone would find out that I was 
not a m adman." 

Stroud's 1nother came to believe that h er 
son was where he belonged and a move to win 
Stroud a p :trdon collapsed when she re­
fused to t uke p art in it. 

And so it was through Della that Stroud 
began to market h is remedies for poultry and 
bird disE.:u.:es-Stroud's Effervescent Bird 
Sa lts, Stroud's Special Prescription, Stroud's 
Salts No. 1, and Stroud's Specific. 

The sal~ of his birds continued and h e 
a lso operated a brokerage business in seeds. 
Seed companies p a id him a commission for 
orders sent to him by bird breeders. 

By 1931 , Stroud reported his bird busi­
ness was going so well that he had ordered 
500 envelopes with his name and box num­
ber imprinted on them t o conduct his busi­
ness with t he general public. Prison offi­
cials ordered that the personal printing 
be blacked out. 

Then the U.S. Dep ar tment of Agriculture 
complained t hat the labels on t he bird m edi­
cines claimed t o cure a disease for which 
veter inar y science !{new n o cures. Stroud 
and Della were unable to finance new labels . 

(Much la ter, a staff member for Scientific 
America n reported he h ad checked several 
scientists who said "Strourf had put out a 
number of medicines that were of absolutely 
no value" but there were "five or six areas 
where he h ad made real contributions.") 

NEW RULE ISSUED 

And finally, the fledgling Federal Bureau 
of Prisons, organized in :M:ay 1930, issued 
a new rule . To correct abuses and to set the 
stage for organizing the prison industries 
system, prisoners were prohibited from con­
ducting outside businesses. 
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"I can say sincerely that nobody in this 

Bureau thought of what enforcement of this 
rule would mean to Stroud," the then Assist­
ant Federal Prison Director A. H. MacCor­
Inick said. "His bird business had grown 
so gradually * * * that we were not aware 
of its extent. We h ad always thought of it 
as a f orm of m enta l therapy and not as a 
business." 

But Stroud viewed the new rule as the 
result of "little-mindedness" on the p art of 
prison personnel who resented his ambition 
and originality. The rule triggered Stroud's 
war with the Prison Bureau-a war still 
being f ought by Stroud who remains a Fed­
eral prisoner at age 72. 

Decla ring it was a "damn poor m a n who 
will not fight with every legitimate means at 
his disposal to protect the things he h as cre­
ated,'' Stroud sat down and wrote a letter. 

He revealed how he was "a bird in a cage," 
a convict serving a life sentence in solitary 
confinem ent, and h ow the heartless Burea u 
of Prison s was b ent on depriving him of his 
canaries. 

SMUGGLED LETTER 

D ella smuggled the letter out of prison. 
I t was r eproduced and mailed to thousands 
of bird breeders who were told to inform 
their Congressm an of Stroud's plight. 

The Prison Bureau was so d eluged with 
letters concerning Stroud that the then 
Prison Director Sanford Bates told the U.S. 
p ardon attorney tha t ''the P resident and 
yourself m ay h ave to decide whether the 
welfare of the Nation's cana ries is more im­
portant than an attempt to keep huma n 
beings from being murdered." 

Stroud's supporters insist that the letter­
writing campaign forced the Prison Burea u 
in to m aking such concessions as providing 
Stroud with an additional cell for his birds, 
new laboratory equipment, and eyeglasses to 
correct his poor vision. 

But prior to t he publicity over the St roud 
case, Assista.n t Federal Prison Director Mac­
Cormick h ad visited Leavenworth and had 
exprezsed con cern over the fact t h at Stroud 's 
cell lacked sufficient natural d aylight and 
that h e was working by the Ught of a 25-
watt bulb. MacCormick suggest ed to 
Leaven worth's warden that a window be cut 
in Stroud's cell and that Stroud be given 
a second connecting cell f or his aviary. 

OFFICIALS AT WORK 

Furthermore, prison offi~ials alre:tdy were 
at work trying to modify their rules so that 
Stroud would not be deprived of his birds. 
If they did not do this, they firmly believed 
that "we would very soon have an insane 
man on our hands.'' 

At first, it was suggested to Stroud tha t 
he cont inue to r aise his birds but not as a 
p rivato business. Instead, any earnings 
would be turned into the welfare fund for 
all prisoners and he would keep a small 
amou nt as wages. 

But this was vetoed because prison offi­
cials visualized the plan as p ermitting him 
to go in to the bird business as extensively 
as he saw fit, foreseeing earnings of $1,500 
a year for himself and a chance to employ 
one or two inmates to assist him. 

F in a lly, by January 1932, prison officials 
h ad arrived at this solution: 

Stroud could continue to raise birds in 
the same numbers he h a d been doing, he 
could sell his surplus birds and the money 
realized would be credited to him. From 
these funds, he could purchase feeds , medi­
cines and other equipment for his birds if 
approved by Leavenworth's warden. 

PURCHASE LIMIT 

But like other prisoners, he could purchase 
only $10 worth of supplies for his personal 
use from the commissary each month. And 
his correspondence was subject to the same 
lin1itation s as that of other inmates. 

At that time, prison officials said: 
"We hope that the public will believe tha t 

Stroud is not being harassed and hamper ed 
needlessly in his desire to carry on legitimate 
activities, that he is n ot the victim of re­
vengeful punishment carried on year af ter 
year but that on the contrary a n intelligent, 
conscientious and sympathetic effort is b e­
ing m ade to provide for him a mode of liv­
ing that is consistent with the conflicting 
d em ands of humanity to the m a n !llmself 
and the safety of his fellow men. 

"The factor of punishment for his of­
fenses h as long since passed out of the prob­
lem." 

R ESEARCH BY STROUD RESULTS IN NEW BOOK 

(Sixth of a series ) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

Unt il Robert Franklin Stroud was shipped 
off to Alcatraz in 1942, he spent endless h ours 
conducting the r esearch which resulted in 
his book, "Stroud's Digest of the Diseases 
of Birds." 

To aid him with his experiments, prison 
officia ls assigned to him a second cell at 
Leavenworth Penitentiar y and provided new 
laboratory equipment. He obtained a micro­
scope, a gift from Wesleyan University. 

After he got the microscope he com­
plained that he was not getting the re­
agents he wanted. His list of n eeded sup­
plies t hat time included: 

Alum h aem atoxylin, alum carmine, carbol­
fuchsin, eosin, methylene blue, eosinate 
methylene blue, indigo carmine, neutral 
red, d enatured alcohol, m ethyl wood alco­
h ol, glycerin, Canadian balsam, xylene , paraf­
fin, ced ar-wood oil , collodion , formalin, tar­
t a ric acid, citric acid, sodium perborate, oph­
thalmic ointment, iodine, potassium, iodine, 
and potnssum permanganate. 

LA VENDz R CAN ARIES 

He exp~rimented with feeding anthra­
quinone dyes to canaries , with the result 
t h at he not only h ad lavender and pink 
canaries but a treatment for a fungus dis ­
ease of birds. 

When he obtained a gift of som e old slides 
of t issu e sections, h e tried to make slides 
of his own but h ad d ifficulty in making 
ti~sue sections thin enough to see throu gh. 
He finally built a microton1e capable of slic­
ing tissue to one twelve-thousandth of an 
inch . 

To produce h ts book, he studied 20,000 
tissue sections, cut and mounted by him­
self. He spent more than 3,000 hours over 
the microscope. He illustrated it with more 
than 200 pathological dra\\7ings . \Vhen pub­
lished in 1943, the book was considered the 
most authorttat ive source on the methods 
to treat bird d iseases. Since then antibiotics 
h ave antiquated it . 

During this time, Stroud consistently re­
fused all efforts to r etur n him to the prison 
populat ion. When on occasion he was with 
other inmates-during exercise periods, for 
example-guards reported that he was "an 
agitator, tricky and boastful." 

BELI EFS EXPRESSED 

And Stroud n ever expressed any remorse 
for his crimes, the killing of the ba rtender 
in Alaska and the prison guard at Leaven­
worth. Just before he became eligible for 
p arole in 1937, he said: 

"Twice I have h ad the misfortune of be­
ing placed in situations where I believed the 
taking of life was necessary in the defense 
of my own body. I so believed then and I 
so believe now." 

Stroud's plea for freed om was b ased solely 
on his belief that "continued imprisonment 
is robbing me of the fruits of my years of 
labor and it is rob bing the bird and poultry 
industries of the benefits of 1ny special 
knowledge.'' 

t 
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He made clear that he would accept none 
of the usual conditions of parole. He 
wanted unlimited traveling privileges, 
wanted to decide where he would live, who 
would be responsible for him and what 
requirements would govern his activities. 

COMPLAINTS MOUNT 

When parole was denied, he renewed his 
demands on prison otficials "to permit me to 
create a routine to fit myself." 

By 1942, prison otficials found Stroud's 
activities intolerable. Beset with problems 
arising from the incarceration of draft dodg­
ers, conscientious objectors and other World 
War II prisoners, Leavenworth's staff found 
that a disproportionate amount of time was 
being spent to supervise Stroud. 

In addition, the committee reviewing 
Stroud's institutional progress deplored the 
"unsanitary conditions" resulting from his 
bird-breeding activities. Furthermore, the 
dozens of cages, books, m agazines and test 
tubes that cluttered Stroud's cell made ef­
fective inspection Impossible . 

About this time prison officials became 
aware tha t Stroud had flagrantly violated 
their trust. By reading incoming corre­
spondence to other prisoners, otficials be­
came aware that letters were being smuggled 
out of Leavenworth and that this "letter­
kiting" operation coincided with Stroud's 
shipments of birds. 

It also was suspected that Stroud's cell 
was the center of moonshining activities . 
Much of the feed ordered by Stroud was 
suitable for fermentation and his bird medi­
cines included many with an alcoholic base. 
The odor from his birds could provide cover 
for this operation. 

CELL ACCESSORIES 

When his cell finally was "shaken down," 
It was found that Stroud had: 

An Improvised still heated by a homemade 
electric hotplate and made from an old pipe, 
glass and rubber tubing and electric !lght 
bulbs converted into flasks. 

Three one-half gallons of mash and vari ­
ous quantities of alcohol concealed In sealed 
glass tubes, pint bottles, one quart bottle 
and gallon jugs. 

Other contraband in his cell included a 
stiletto-like dagger hidden in a hollowed-out 
niche under a table. It could be taken out 
and used instantly. 

At 8 a .m. December 16, 1942, Stroud ended 
his 30-year residence at Leavenworth Peni­
tentiary. In handcuffs and leg irons, he was 
transported to the Nation's top security in­
stitution, Alcatraz. En route , he boasted 
about how he had been "cooking" 188 proof 
grain alcohol continuously for 12 years and 
how he once had more than 60 pounds of 
sugar In his cell without the "dumb bunch" 
a t Leavenworth knowing it. 

'STROUD TRIES RAW MEAT, FRENCH BOOKS 

(Seventh of a series) 
(By Eve Edstrom) 

Even without his birds, Robert Franklin 
Stroud did llttle to dispel the notion that 
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he was a difficult prisoner after he a rrived 
at Alcatraz from Leavenworth . 

Placed in an open-front cell in the 
" D-block" treatment unit, the "Birdman" 
established leadership over the 40 or 50 in­
mates confined there and "Incited" them to 
"create disturbances" and "destroy Govern­
ment property." 

Federal officials reported that Stroud was 
a "self-professed homosexual." His "con­
stant counseling" concerning adoption of 
his homosexual 1deas and "his insolent, con­
temptuous attitude toward officers caused 
the general behavior of other inmates to 
degenerate." 

Stroud also was contemptuous of his 
fellow inmates, declaring that they were a 
"bunch of crybabies" and not "like the con­
victs who were !n Leavenworth in the old 
days." 

SOMETHING TO HIS CREDIT 

During this time, Stroud had one thing 
to his credit. He was not !mpllcated In the 
May 1946, riot at A:.>::atraz. Nor was he a 
hero !n trying to break up the riot as the 
motion picture "Birdman of Alcatraz" sug­
gests. However, he did offer to precede any 
guard In a search of D-block's cells to prove 
no guns were In the block. 

By 1948 , Stroud was reported for influ­
encing other inmates to join In a hur,ger 
strike, for smuggllng a letter out of Alcatraz 
and for circulating an obscene story he had 
written. 

Alcatraz otfic!als decided to remove him 
from D-block, vacating a hospital ward to 
house him. It was reported the attitude 
of D-block's prisoners "improved perceptibly 
and immediately." 

But Stroud didn't change. Initially, the 
door to his hospital ward was left open and 
he was permitted to talk with other inmates. 
But after h e obtained contraband !terns, 
such as drugs and razor blades, from the 
inmates, his door was locked. 

The locked door and the lack of individual 
to!let facllitles in the ward unt!l 1955 have 
been cited by Stroud's defenders as examples 
of how Stroud has been treated Inhumanely. 

Throughout his Alcatraz stay, Stroud In­
Itiated numerous court suits to win h!s free­
dom or to win special privlleges, r anging 
from changes In diet to a renewal of his 
bird-breeding business. 

At one point he wanted to eat only raw 
meat and raw vegetables. He went through 
a French phase, insisting upon the works of 
Hugo, Dumas, Mollere and Voltaire In 
French. He requested so much research ma­
terial that it was reported his quarters soon 
would be In the same condition which neces­
sitated his transfer from Leavenworth. 

He also was at work on a history of the 
Federal prison system as he had known !t 
since he first became a prisoner in 1909 and 
as it should be. 

"There is a lot of work for me to do," he 
once said . . "But dammit • • • the fiood­
llght outside my window has been burned 
out for several nights and I can't get any 
work done. I 've sent word up front telling 
them to get it fixed but it takes forever to 
get anything done around one of these 
places." 
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On two occasions, Stroud attempted sui­
cide. He consum ed large quantities of medi­
cines he h ad secreted and subsequently 
slashed himself in the groin after complain­
ing that he did not have enough hand­
kerchiefs. 

But then he became embro!led in his out­
side business affair s. Thomas E. Gaddis, 
who had never met Stroud and who did not 
have access to his prison records, was pre­
paring the story of Stroud's life, "Birdman 
of Alcatraz," published in 1955. Preliminary 
negotiations also were underway for filming 
Stroud's story. 

Stroud was certain he would win his free­
dom and he told his younger brother Marc 
to "go direct to Eisenhower, get on the ball 
and get something done for me." 

"Eisenhower !s a polltician," Stroud said, 
"and with the Gaddis book at the top of the 
best-seller llst, he won't dare buck public 
opinion by turning me down. He'll have to 
turn me out." 

By 1958, Stroud's progress reports finally 
took a turn for the better. It was noted 
that "oddly enough for him" Stroud had no 
complaints; in fact, he was complimentary 
about Alcatraz' staff and food . 

Stroud was assigned to part-time work as 
a yard orderly and did well. By mid-1959, 
prison officials believed Stroud's medical 
problems-arthritis, chronic nephritis and 
chronic gastritis-could be managed better 
at the Springfield, Mo., Medical Center. 

At Springfield, Stroud is considered ex­
ceptionally skillful as a bookbinder but 
it still is noted that he has a "strong propen­
sity to try and circumvent ward rules." He 
was disciplined there after he was caught 
in an attempted homoEexual act with a 
young Springfield patient. He admitted the 
offense. 

During the last year, he h as been involved 
in new lltlgation against Federal prison offi­
cials. The suit now centers on the release 
for possible publlcation of his prison history 
and other manuscripts confiscated from him. 
Prison rules forbid a prisoner to write a bout 
his own case or to write material considered 
to be subversive or obscene. 

Meanwhile, author Gaddis and Stroud's 
attorney, Stanley A. Furman, have been ac­
tive in directing efforts of the Committee for 
the Release of Robert F . Stroud. They de­
clare a "full-scale publ!c investigation" Is 
needed to determine why Stroud, "world­
renowned scientist," has remained in prison 
so long. 

But Justice Department officials state that 
accounts of Stroud's life, as publlshed in the 
Gaddis book and as filmed In the current 
''Birdman of Alcatraz" movie, are sensa­
tionallzed and not an accurate reflection of 
the complete record which was not avallable 
to them. 

They point out that every Attorney Gen­
eral since 1920 has familiarized himself with 
the Stroud case, and Robert F. Kennedy Is 
the most recent one to conclude that the 72-
year-old Stroud is where he belongs, in the 
only home he has known for more than a 
half-century-a U.S. prison. 

U,S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFJCE : 1962 
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... _ .......... _ ............... .... _ ... __ ____ Q .1:1 ~.+::1!.. .... :t.~.Q~g· '-- --------- -- .. _ ....................... _ ... ........ ...... , Register No ......... J:..?. ~;?J ... . 
(Name of I nmate ) 

is authorized to ship from the inst it ution the following items t o t he address given below: 

ne ~ird , Ta1uo , 10 .00 

~xnres s .,o1 1ect 
[A 1 Ui.tion , 1 10 . 0 

.; 

Captai n 

Arrangements have been made for collection of commissary coupons of sufficient value, from the 
above named inmate, to cover cost of this shipment. 

Commissary Clerk 
·- ======·-;..~ 

The articles indicated above were packed in my p resence in accordance with the above instructions. 

To ........ . Be.r .t ha . .J~ ... Ea.Yi.d~n.... .. . ..... ........ ...... ......... -- -- -- ---"-·in.n.e.apo.li .... .. .. .... ............ _ 
(Name ) (City ) 

... ........ 1~_;?_? ______ QJ..:f..~~--- : .. Y.~ -~ - ______ ___ .. _ ............... _ .. .. _ __ ...... _ ]· .. ~-~~L ___ .......... . .... . .. _____ ______ __ _ ... .. 
IBox No. or Str eet Address \ ( 3tate) 



REGISTER NO. / 

REC'D . 

CANVAS REMARKS 

FPI I ~C FL f< - Z-8-37 1000 8:1 18- 37 



Accounting LK-525 J 

26 1 27 I 28 I 29 1 30 I 31. 
-

CRI~~'J:L/~ ~~ RECEz-~_i I 7 /j cJ I ' GARMENT SENT~/ J G ARMENT 
:!:: 0 

DATE ':1'-'if/- ~ L COLo1c/~ ~!SF, 
:!:: 0 

NAM '-'/ ./ o/ntt~h ILl .J ILl .J 

z 0 z 0 -, 
Coats, Blue 

( 

- ·eralla Pants, Blue 

Coats, Office 

. Coats, White 

., Jumpers Pants, White 

11. 9 /?- .1// Sheets •. r-

Shirts,• Hickory Pillow Slips 

Blankets 

' Shirts, Kitchen Duck Coats 
' 

'avy 
Undershirts Rain Coats 

1.41 
Light 

I ~ - 1'~- 1/j 
17 

Undershirts Rubber Boots 

Handkerchiefs 
Heavy 

Drawers Comb 
Toothbrush 

Light I.! loY' 12L-.Yf Suspenders 

Drawers Belts 

FPI Inc LK 7-1-40 SM 1678 100 
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Mr. Arthur J. Freund 

TES l)~PARTMEN T OF JUSTICE 

1!1 U .. E AtJ 0 F P .. IS 0 N 5 

WASHIN(jT N 2 '1 

Api"il 29r 1960 

7 Nor h Seventh ~treet 
St ~ Lou1s lf Missouri 

Dear Mr. Freun1 ~ 

... •. 

You have asked for ny comments on the article by 
Paul o~Netl 1n LIFE magaz 1.n ~ w!." regard _'t; o Robert Stroud . 

· wh1ch ! 9 11 be haPvY tc g1 ve •cJ ~o far as poss~ble without 
viola+ irs; the l ong- "t~nd i n1! r: c licy of the Dep~r "tment of 
Justtce limttin~ aL~c~s to th• detailed r cords and files · 
o( prison~rs !t} f1 .. c1al s of tne govcrnm·ent United States 
Attorney G neral MitGhcl: in 1'29 is s ued th1s order and at 
the 5atllt t1me cllre ted th t prtsoners were not to be per­
Mitted to g1ve interv c~s to n w~papcr reporters or others 
concer·nirf' the i r nwu ca:e3 . 1'hi::: h "3 been foun<i to be a 
sound pol1cy by iub5 quent Att or nby Geneial and accounts 
for t he f act M, O•Nell was ~ct p .rmitted to examine our 
rcccrds v nter ·ie..., St r.-)t d. 

I can ossure yr1u~ h ow~ er 9 that -we had nothing tn 
hide and t na thc.-e :..& no bas1 for the in-ference in the 
ar+ic!e thnt -!her€ 1s SGme sort of personal feud between 
myself and Rebert Str ud That sort of thing could not 
h ppen in he Fede:al Fen 1 Service ~he e our actions are 
open tc ~h scrutint cf ~he federal courts , var ous Congres­
s ' ona. com · tte s~ and United States Attorney General~ ,all 
of w~ m ha~e been appealed ~o fr,>m time to time by· S roud 
or hts fi ien.ds , and snme (1! whom have personally ~nspected 
Stroud's qu_r ers .~nd ~xamined h~s reccrd~ 

I have ·~n t he pa5 " and would welcoa again, an 
inquiry by · ny offic~al bod~ of he manner in· which his case 
ha een han<lled tt i nce I have been Director ~ and an examina­
tiou ot the pr oblem·· he pres~nts. to the safe ty and orderly 
~m n1strat1on of our instita t tons as well as the threat he 

represents tc the· lc'ya l and courageous men who are in charge 
of our prisonio 

There is, howev r, detailed information about Stroud 
whic h is open to th~ p bl ic. T~ 1 s - s the record of Stroud's 
several co urt trials itom which Mr. O'Netl quotes wheneve"" it 

le se his purpose but om4ts when it de troys the image he · 
i se k ng to create of a '1 rodigious intellect" wholl an 

·. 

. .. 

• 



... 2-

Attorney General and priscn officialdom resolved ~ould "live 
the rest of his days as an object lessen to other recalcitrant· 
convicts. Mr ., O'Neil does no.,. document thi .'3 charge and there. 
was, of course, no such resolve or statcoent even bf t hose who 
were responsible for Stroud back in 1916. To be sure , prison 
poli ctes and conditions then were consid~rably ~ifferent from 
t hose.now prevailing 9 and no one now i'3 interested i n'revert- · 
ing to them or carrying out tcday any resolves of those tiaes. 

.. 

Re.ference ' to the trial reccrda show that the murder 
Stroud commit t.ed in Alaska was carefully pre me di tated and 
withou t a single extenuating circumstance. They a lso show 
that the unprovoked murder of a guard at Leavenworth was, in 
the words of the United States Attorney, "one ol the most 
cruel, tnexcusab lep deliberately planned and cunningly exe­
cuted murders ever commttted anywhere ~ 

... 

An examination of the sever.al hearings Stroud has 
been granted by vartous federal courts alao wo ul d deaonstrate 
how groundless are his oft-repeated charges that he has been 
unfairly treated. Incidentally, these als o show the extent · 
of the patient effort of the Prison.Service to deal with his 
many demands and promote hi s institutiona l adjus tment. 

In all the numberless stories that have been wri t "ten . 
about Stroud (taken largely from letters he has writt~n to his 

~ 

, _-II' .... 

re la ti ves and friends) he has shown no remorse or ude no rep- _ . ·~ 
aration for the murders he has comaitted or indicat ed the . 
slightest sympathy for the guard 's widOWp Mrs •. .Andrew r. Turner, :: 
who has struggled courageously to educate her children~itbout ~ 
one cent of coapensa tion from the gc1ver nment her husband aervec1 .. 
loyally p patiently P and in good conscience. · · ' 

While I have. had r esponsibi li ty for carrying out 
the sentence of the court in Stroud's case only since 1137 
I can understand why the Assistant .Attorney General iD 1919 
directed that Stroud be carefully guarded and that he be 
given no further opportunity to carry · out his hoaicidal 
tendenc ies. He could not 9 of coursep be permitted to roaa 
about the ins titut ion at will or be allowed to part i cipate .. 
in institutional activities to the saae degree as otber' 
prisoners who conformed to the ru le s of the institution. 
He was therefore placed in the "isolation" building at 
Leavenworth in an open-front cell , allowed all of the . 
privileges of an ordinary pr~soner except to aove aboat tbe 
prison without close supervision. What else can be done 
with a prisoner who is defiant 9 aggressive and hoaicida17 
Thia same policy is followed with respect to other priaoners 
or siailar character. -

-

..... 

.-



-3-

Over all the years since Stroud has been in prieoa ·-: 
he baa rejected the efforts of warden after warden and dootor ­
af'ter doctor to assist hia. As a ·aatter of fact 9 it:. waa tile ' 
hope of one of the wardens who granted bia ~be anuaaal prl~t-• . 
lege of raising canaries in his cell that this would briaa ·. · , : 
about aoae change in his attitud • Be waa repaid -b7 Stro~ , 
for ·theae efforts in his behalf ad for the opportaattiel ~ 
he was affcrded not onl7 by continued recalcitrance bat b1 
abuse of the institutional regulationa p threats, and t~e 
aanufacture in his cell of " hivs (dangerous kni es).· 

He continued to abs~rb increasing aaounta of' ataf'f 
tiae and disproportionate institutional space until. in 19•2 
when , because of serious inroads upon our staff and apace br ~ 
World War II probleas , it was decided that no farther ex- ,;: 
ception could be aade for Stroud and he was trans_ferred to 
Alcatraz whtre every other dangerous 9 assaultive and escape­
conscious federal priaoner is confined. 

After arrival at Alcatraz Stroud was confined in 
an open-front cell in "D" Block with other pr~soners, waa 
allo~ed exercise in the yard and was not in solitary coatiae• 
.. nt, as the LIFE ·article would have you believe. Aaaia be 
refused to confora to acceptable standards of behaYior. 

Seven years later Stroud 9 becau!e of . his ·eontiaaed 
recalcitrance and participation in an inmate strike and 
agitation of others, was reaoyed troa his open-front cell 
in •n• Block to a separate outside rooa in the hospital area 
of the institution. He was peraitted books , viaitora, oorre• 
apondence priYileaee, and had ~he saae fcod aa all otller la• 
aates . Significant17 v the unrest in •nw Block disappeared 
proapt1J after hie reaoval. · · · 

While ia hia boapital quarters he was offered tbe 
opportunity to write anything be wished and send it oat pre• 
Yided it did not concern his own case. Be a also told 
tbat be could revise his book n the diseases of birda it 
be cared to do so. This latter offer be rejected on tile 
exeaae tbat it woald be iapossi ble to do so at that ti .. 
and ander the circuastances in which he found hi• elt. Bow 
Jr. O'Beil or the headline writers arriYed at the coaclaaiea 
Stroad lias a •prodigious intellect" I do no.t Jmowp bat it la . 
certainlJ regrettable that he has not chaneeled whatever 
abili~iea be baa into aoaetbing other tban pereiateat .ettorta 
to tbwart the law and the institutional regalationa. · 

While at Alcatraz he came under the supervialoa 
of eeveral wardena, including Mro Jaaea A. Jobaatoa, Jr .... 
win_ B. Swope, aad the present warden, Jr. Paul Ja~iaan, all · 



.. ' . .:.... . ... 

of wboa •v• .,; •• :-purod17- applaud d • b aad . lillder·· ,... 
. .ataacliaf offic 1•• •o dire-ct orders to etails o1 Strotlll~a 

iaatita ional tr .. at were eV.r iaaaed· t'ea. fr ttie .. ~ 
toa ott ice. · · - ..,_... ·· 

aalient tacta aboat Stro d. we· MJ.iaft 

. •, 

; 
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PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1 Cma. 

Name ______ R_o_b_e_r t __ s_t _ro_u_d __________________ _ Register No .. ____ l_7_43_l ________ l _Ob __ 

Form approved by Comptroller Geueral U. S. 
September 26,1930 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. _____ ...r:P:..s;;;e..u.m.L...J· t"'-Sea.Jn..~.<..t ~i a~ry~=::-:::-==~-----------
<K•No OF PIENAL IN8TITUT10N) 

at r.eavenwortb , Kansas · 

POSTING 
CREDITS I DEBITS 

DATE PREVIOUS 

I 
liUI.lTB'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE BALANCE l'JUIIUR 
Caah Earnin cs Coupons Withdrawals 

Ba ~ f wd 2- 3- 42 C DE 20 . 05 
fEB 3 3 O,OEI 44 20.05 1 0.00 1 0.05 s 1 7,4 3 1 
FFB zo· 310 10 .05 1.05 
ffR lO 310 .55 8.45 s 17,4 { 
FTI3 !0 46 8 8 .45 25 .00 33 .45 s 1 7,43 I 

Ff.B !8 450 33 .45 2 .0 0 35.45 s 1 7,4 31 
MAR 3 3 2,4 7 2 35.45 1 0.00 
MAR ] 14 5,28 5 

ERROR IN E All.. P lC~(PP0 ~ r 20.45 s 1 7,43 1 
f EB 1 J 465 20.34 25.00 4 5.34 s 1 7,43 1 
fEB 13 465 45.34 TO CORBEG1 ABOVL ERRO Jt ... 

465 .11 DITTO 45.45 s 1 7,4 3 1 fEB 1 J 
fEB ZO 468 45.45 10.00 5 5.45 s 17,43 1 
MAR 17 35 3,57 8 55.45 2.00 M 
MAR 17 353,579 2.00 f.J 
MAR 17 3 2,56 2 1 0.00 M 
MAR 17 3 2,56 3 1 0.00 M 31.45 s 1 7,4 3 1 

MA Y . 5 3 3,3 3 9 31 .45 1 0.00 2 1.45 s 1 7,4 3 1 
JUL 7 3 6, 72 3 21 .4 5 1 0.00 11.45 s 1 7,43 1 
AUG 4 3 7,2 1 3 11.45 1 0.00 1.4 5 s 1 7,4 3 1 
OCT' ' 3 70,1 49 1.45 1 .00 .45 s 1 7.4 31 
OCT 1l 63 8 .45 1 5.00 1 5.45 s 1 7,4 3, 1 
NOV . 3 3 8,5 1 3 15.4 5 1 0.00 ""' ~.4 5 s 1 7.4 ~ 
occ , 1 70,287 5 .45 5 .00 .45 s 1 7,4 31 
nfC t8 22 .45 3 .5 0-1 
nrc t8 22 5 .0 0 -t 8.95 s 1 7,4 3 1 
JAN l 26 8.95 85) -- / R .. JA.f>J ~ ~&. ~( po-<" .... , 9.80 5 " 1 7,43 1 
JAN l 600 9.80 9.80 

~ 
.00 5 I 17,431 

Cl ief ( :lcrk \ 
' 

,, 
TO C: ~l. TRAL FILl ' 

' Q/·.19.43 DATE 
Tra 1sferred to A catraz., 12-2e -42 

BY 
l - I v I 

"--- · - / 



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No.1 Cms. 

Jlorm approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26,1930 

Name Robert Stroud Register No._..::l:..:...7....:..:43~l::...._ __ ____:l=O..::a'----

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. 8.----=P=--e=--m-=· -=-te.:.._n.:....:t-=i-=-ary::...L__~-----~------
,,~ IIIC-FU:- l -17-37-10000-5171-l (KIND 01' O' IENAL INSTITUTION) 

t Leavenworth, Kansas 
&--~---~---------

I 
CREDITS 

I 
DEBITS 

DATE 
POSTING PREVIOUS 

BALANCE INMATE'S 
REFERENCE BALANCE 

Cash I Earnings 
NUMBER 

Coupgoa Withdrawals 

I Bal br~t fwd 3/31/4 GDE 81.55 -
APR f! 3 1 8,71 4 81.55 I 2.00 ~ APR t 26,905 10.00 
Affi ,i 26,906 10.00 ~ 
APR ,, 26,907 10.00 49.55 ~ 17,431 

~H lf 27}t~ g:r~~ I 8 .00 57.55 s 1 7,4 31 
. 10.00 47.55 s 1 7,431 

MAY 6 1 3 7,8 80 47.55 I 5 .00 X 42 .55 s 1 7,4 31 
MAY 10 260 42.55 i 5 .00 47.55 s t 7,431 
JUNI / '/1 342.009 47.55 I 2.00 M 45.55 s 1 7,431 
.n. , 27,655 45.55 10.00 35 .55 s 1 7.4 31 
AU&· l~ 34 2,633 35.55 . 2 .00 M J'SE 33.5 5 s t 7.4 31 

AUG Z:~ 3 4 2,6 34 33.5 5 2.00 31 .55 s t 7,43 1 

Sf P' I' 28. t 4 0 31.55 t 0 .00 21 .55 s 1 7,4 31 

SEP 17 364 21.55 7.20 
. I 1 0.80 39.55 s 1 7,4 3 1 

OCT 7 2 8,85 8 39.55 I 1 0.00 
2 9.55 ~ 1 7,43 1 

I NOV 4 2 9,13 7 29.55 1 0.00 1 9.55 s 1 7,4 3 1 
NOV l1 4 0 9 19.55 I 5.00 24.5 5 1 7,4 3 1 
NOV l 5 321,93 9 24.55 I 1.00 M DSE 
NOV l5 14 3,6 7 6 

I 5.00 M DS-E 1 8.55 sj 1 7,4 3 1 
NO V l9 1 8 I NOV · l9 4 t 5 18.55 1.00 

I 
I 

I 
t 9.55 s t 7,4 3 t 

DEC l O 43 0 19.55 1 9.55 s 1 7,4 3 1 occ l6 43 4 19.55 5.00 24.55 s 1 7,4 3 1 1 9 4 2 JAN l 43 9 24.55 6.50 I I 3 1.05 s 1 7,4 3 t 
JAN 6 144,337 3 1.05 

I 

5.oo rfs sE 
JAN 6 2 9,7 9 4 . 

t 0.00..10SE 1 6.05 s t 7,4 3 t 
JAN l O 43 0 16.05 5.00 2 1.05 s 1 7,4 3 1 
JAi~ Z 9 45 4 2 1.05 1.00 

~ :~ 
1 7,43 JAN JO 28 0 2 2.05 I 2.00 t- 0.0 1 7,4 

I I )t·) ' 
! 

/ 

~ 
' / 
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PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1 Cms. 

Name Robert St r oud Register No .. _ =l7-'-'4=3=1:,__ ____ ...... 9=b __ _ 
Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 

September 26, 1930 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. ___ Pe_n_i_t_e_nt_i_a_ry--:------....,...--------
<K•No OF PENAL INSnTUnON) 

at Leavenworth , Kansas 

CREDITS DEBITS 
DATE POSTING PREVIOUS 

BALANCE INIIATB'S 
REFERENCE BALANCE NUIIBBR 

Cuh Earnings CoU110Dl! Withdrawals 

Bal brat WQ Tgi2!4{J U ~.!.'; 74 .02 
NOV 1. 2- .fO 3_,~ 6 3 .3 3 7 4.0 2 2 .0 0 -11 
NOV 1. 2- .f.O :L2 3 1 .0 2 5 .0 0 -u 
NOV 1. 2-40 2 2 8 .6 5 10 .0 0 -u 57 .0 2 T S 17 4.3 
NOV 1. 9-.fo 3.,2 0 6 .7 9 57.0 2 1 .0 0 -u 
NOV 1. 9-.fo 3.,16 4 .20 2 .0 0 -u 
NOV 1. 9--10 229.24 10.0 0 -u 4 4 .0 2 T S ~74 .31 
NOV 1. 9- .f(J 3_,~ 6 5 .7 5 4 4.0 2 2 .0 0 -u 
NOV 1. 9-<~o 3_,~ 6 5 .7 6 2 .0 0 -u 40.02;-s 17 4 .31 
NOV 2 6- 1(0 1,234.36 4 0.0 2 5 .0 0- 11 

3 5 .0 2 T S 17 4 .31 
DEC 3-40 2 30 .7 3 5 .0 ~ 10 .00 - 2 5 .0 2 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 

OEC 1. 1- .fO 1.3 6 2 5.0 2 5 .oo 3 0.0 2 ;:: S17 4 .3 1 
DEC 3 1- 10 .1 5 3 0.0 2 .3 5 3 0 .3 7:rs ~ 7 4 .3 1 

JAN 7-o~o 3.~2 10 .4 E 3 0 .3 ~ 1.0 0 - u 2 9.3 7 r S1 7 4 .31 
JAN 7-40 18 5 .3:: 2 9 .3 r: 10.00 - l. ':;} .~ 7 r S1 7 4 .31 

fEB 4 26,479 19.37 10.00 9.37 s 1 7,431 
fEB 4 182 9.37 57.00 66.37 s 1 7,431 
fEB 18 136,555 66 .37 5 .00 ~ UJSE 61.37 E t P1~ 31 
fEB l5 26,6 4~ 2664) 61.37 posted on tof of previous 1 0.0 0 1 DSE 51 .37 ~ 1 7,( ~ 1 

26641 posting GR 10.00 }. DSE 41 .3 7 ~ 1 7, 1 
fEB l6 197 41 .37 5 .00 46 .37 17,431 
MAR 4 26,691 46 .37 10.00 36.37 1 7,4 31 
MAR J 201 3 6 .37 1 .00 37 .37 ~ 1 7,4 31 
MAR 15 3 1 5 37.3 7 1.00 36.3 7 ~ 1 7, 4 3 1 
MAR 17 213 3 6 .3 7 43 .00 Ho \.d -Jt.r ~(J c\ 0)' R5 7 9 .37 :j 1 7,4 31 

MAR l7 222 79 .37 2.1 8 81.55 \ 17,4 31 
- Forwar 

. 

I 

" / 



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No.1 Cma . 

..,_ approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1030 

. . 
Name Robert Stroud 

9a 
Register No.--=1:...~.7.=4"""31=----------

Lmf e fuite 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S, _ ___:P:....:e:...::n:..::i:...:.t-=.:en:..:..t:.:i:..::a:.::..ry!!_~-----,--------
"' I!IC-FLit-S-17-17-IOOQ1!-9179 1 (KIND OP' PIDIAL INSTITUTION) 

Leavenworth, K~nsas 
at----~--~-----=~----

DATE 

2 ')- 4t) 

2 } 10 
2 - 4f) 

2 ·.m 
2 0·10 

Ft:S 2 9- ..<() 

~/11\R 1 2 - 10 
~NIR 1 2-10 

t,1J,, ·~ 1 ,._;- -~0 

.r.r. .~ ~ .. :., 
~p~ ! ~= 13 

APR -2 5-40 

MAY 1 3- 4 
MAY 1 3- 4 

IJ.AY 1 3-4 
MAY 2 8 - 10 

JUN 4- 40 

A ~ ~- 1-4o tJG .. - 40 

AUG 6-,m 
AUG "i - AO 

AUG 2 4- 40 
OCT 1·40 

~T 8 - 40 
: - 40 
7- •fO 
8- ,f() 

POSTING 
REFERENCE 

2,9 1 6 .2 3 
1,1 2 0 .7 8 
2, 9 5 3 .6 2 
2, 9 1 6 .2 4 
1,1 2 0 .7 9 

.12 

1S5.54 
2, 920.4 3 
2; 9 2 0 .4 4 

2 .1 4 1.1 

J.; :1. 'Jl :l t ~ II 
.1 = 

1 99.-7~ 
1 9 9.7 5~ 

:L 1 3 2 .6 BPf 
.19 

2 01 .9 1 

2 0 6 .9·1;3 .. 
2,947.42 
1,21 5 .6 8 ,. 

.70 
.L2 2 5 .8 

3,2 0 3 .8 7 
1,2 2 6 .3 0 

1 .0 7 II 
1 .0 9 .. 

I CREDITS DEBITS 
PREVIOUS 
BALANCE ----

34 .92 

2 7 .9 2 

1. 9 .9 2. 

2 'I .0 ·, 
1 0 .0 7 

6 .0 { 
7 .:. 'i z :~ 7.:. 

3 7 .5/ 
3 7 .6 7 
2 7.6 7 
17 .6 7 

12 .6 7 
13 .7 2 

2 8~1~2 

11 .7 2 , 
11 .0 
6.0 2 

2 5.0 ~ ~ 
I 

Cuh Earnings Coupona Withdrawals 

Ba l ance br ought forward 2/20, 40/ G. T. 

2 .0 () -

1 .0 0 

2 5 .00 

2 5 .00 
4 9.00 

5.0 0 -
1 .0 0 -u 
;::; .U 0 -M 

5 .u 0 -1.1 
.1 5 

L n .C 0 '-
2 .0 0 -1. 

2 .00 -1. 

5 .C G r-

.1 0 
1 0 .0 <D-
1 0 .0 ( -

5 .0 ( -
1.0 5 
1 () .0 0 1-

10 .0 0 -
2.0 0-
5.00-

s .oo-
1 .0 0 -~ 
5 .0 0 - ~ 

Bal f orward b..l/12/40 GDE 

.7 0-

~----

I 

BALANCE 

34. 92 

INMATE'S 
NUMBER 

2 7 .9 2 'r c ~ 7 4 .:3 1 

¥ 31 
1. 9 .'::} 2 =r ~ 1 7 :3--:4-:l.. 

2 0 .0 'I ~ Si 7 4 .3 1 

1 0 .0 '( F S 2 7 4 .3 1 

6 .0 '"/ 'r 1 7 4 .3 1 
7 .:::; 7 rr s 1 6 .1. .3 1 
;'2 5 'I r S :L 7 4 .:::: 1 

3 7 .5 7 4 S1 7 4 .3 1 

3 7 .6 7 ~ S1 7 4 .3 1 

2 '.7 .6 t 'f S 1 7. 4 .3 1 1 7 .6 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 
1 2 .6 .. 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 

1 j .7 2 'r 1 7 4 .3 1 

3 .7 2 Jr s 1 7 4 .3 1 
2 8 .7 2 , S1 7 4 .3 1 

i 
1 1 .7 2 'r !s1 7 4 .3 1 
11 .0 2 T IS1 7 4 .3 1 

6 .0 2 :r S1 7 4 .3 1 
/ 

.0 2 T S1 7 4 .3 1V 
2 5 .0 2 f. S1 7 4 .3 
7 4 .0 2 1- S1 7 ~ 

F'TfiD I 

/ 



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1 Cms. 

Name ___ R_o_b_e_r_t _s_t_r_o_u_d ______________________ __ Register No._ ..=l ..:....74.=.3::..:1;:_ _____ ~~8:::.!b::....__ __ 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. ____ P_e_n_i t_e_n_t_i_ar_y--,-----~-------,--------------
<KrND OF PllNAL INST1TUT10N) 

at Leavenworth , Kansas . 

CREDITS DEBITS 
POSTING DATE PREVIOUS IIUIATB'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE BALANCE 
l'I"UJIBBR 

Cash Earnings Coupone Withdrawals 

Brot Forwa a 8/14/39 CRR . 62 
AUG ~ 4- 39 .3 E .6 2 5 .0 0 5 .6 2 . S1 7 4 .3 1 
SEJl 5-..39 9 8 8 .6 2 5 .6 ~ . J 5 .0 0 • fo .6 2 s1 7 4 { ' 

SEP 5-3' .5 5 .6 2 2 5 .0 J ' 
2 5.6 2 T S1 7 4 . 1 

SEP 1 4-39 .62 2 5 .6 2 5 p o ~- -. 
' ' 30 .6 2 S1 7 4 .3 1 

SEP 1 9-39 9 9 0 .9 ~ 3 0 .6 2 5 .00 :rt 
s1 7 4 SEI'l 1 9-39 17 3 .6 10 .0 0 u 1 5 .6 2 .31 

SEP 2 0-39 .9 0 15.6 2 90 - " 1 4 .7 2" S1 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 1 - 39 .7 5 14 .7 2 22 .50 37.22! S:t 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 1 - 39 1 7 4 .2 v 3 7 .2 ~ 1 0 .0 0 t- 2 7 .2 2 i: s 1 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 5- 39 .8 0 1 2 7 .::42 D 5JO 4 0 .5 0 Error 4 0 S10 6 7 .7 2 ~ S1 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 5- 39 .8 0 2 7 .242 p 5,0 4 () .5 0 - Error 4 0 !.hQ 1 3 .2 8 - S:t 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 5-39 .8 0 2 7 .2 2 4 0 .5 0 6 7 .7 2 . S:t 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 1 0-39 2, 3 8 7 .3 ~ 6 7.7 2 1 .00 u 
OCT 1 0- 39 2,5 9 4 .1 2 .00 Lt 

OCT 1 0- 39 9 9 3 .2 4 5 .00 · u 
OCT 1 0 - ..39 17 4 .6 9 1 0 .00 u 
OCT 1 0· 39 1 7 4 .7 ~ 10 .00 M 3 9 .7 2 ~ S1 7 4 r ~ OCT 2 7- 39 ') 9 .7' 1 .3- 2 2.50 1/l 1"1 .i::! c "< S1 7 4 .;; 

NO If 6- 39 9 96 .9 1 17 .2 ~ 5 o~ . u l",.-' 
·~ .:::! c' . .':> ::L 7 /~ .:.; 1 

t~r ' r 1 7 - 3') 1 .16 ~ 2 ? ? 7 .0 0 1 ,;J .2 2: s ~ 7 4 .2! 1 l ' .. ~ DEC 5- 3':1 1 7 t3 .9 _1 1 9 .2 f 
DEC 1 9· 3.9 e, 9 o § :-~ col~ -n-.:47 9 .2 2 

1 1) .0 0 1- '::J .cc r S :J_ 7 4 .3 1 
DEC ~ 9- :;9 2, 9 0 5 .4 0 

1 .0 0 - t 
2 .0 0 - ~ 6 2t::; T l 54 .3 1 

J AN .l-40 1 .50 6 .2 2 1 1 .7 0 17 .9 2 - S:t 7 4 I'""• "" 

• ..) .. .L 

J \i'.J 9 - 40 1; 11 5 .9 2 17 .9 2 5 .0 0 l <:::: ,':;J <:::: - .':> 1. 7 4 .3 1 
f:"C'O 
' L..U ~ 2- -10 1 .G 6 :1. 2 .9 2 Ll_ () .00 s 2 .9 c; ·- Si 7 4 ·-' 

2 ,. ,1() 2J 9 5 3 .1 2 5 2 .9 2 1.0 0 -
0 - LJO 2; 9 1 6 .2 2 2· .u 0 -

! ' La :L1 2 o .7 7 s .U 0 -
i I I ,, 1 94 .2 0 1 J .U 0 - .J 4 .9 z T 13 '7 LV 

Bal ance carried f or vv-ar d 2/20/ L,O . G.T. 34. 92 



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form Ne. 1 ems. 

Form apprned by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

Name _____ R_o_b_e_rt __ S_t_r_o_u_d ______________________ _ Register No. ___ 1_7_4_3_l _______ 8-"a-'----------

Penitentiary 
DEPARTMENT OF J USTICE, U.S, _______ --;:::=-:-::-===-::-==~------

FPI lot-nii-!-IM7-IIJ000-9I79-I (KIND 01' PENAL INSTITUnON) 

Le avenworth , Kans as at ________________________________ _ 

____ D_A_T_B ____ , ___ R_i_~E_Si_~_:_CE----I---p-:_~_~_~_g: ____ l _____ c_u_h __ C_R_E_Dl-IT_S __ E_a_m_ing_•---1 ·----co_u_~-~---D-EBI-TS __ w_it-hd_~_w_ab---I--B-A-L~*N-C-E--I---I-;_:M_Ai_:_~ __ _ 

B l brot fwd 1; 6/39 REJ 40·:'27 
J MJ fi - 39 

N 6 - 39 

JAN 6- 3"9 
J P.N 6- 39 
JAN f)- 39 
JA J 6-39 
J Pii·l 15- 39 

J AN 3 0- '9 

~!Nl . IS - ':9 

t-llJ\R 9-39 
i•.P.R J - 39 

t:.,~.R 9 - 39 
r,';; .R 2 o- ~') 

M,\r( 2 0 -.::9 
M;\r< 2 0-39 

APR 3- 39 

• v 1 - 39 
1 - 39 

MAY 1 - .3"9 
!.~AY 2-39 

MAY 9 - 39 
JUN 6- 3? 

JUN 1 0- 39 

JUN 2 0-39 
JUN 2 0- 39 
JUN 2 0- 39 

JUL 3- 39 

8 7 0 .3 1 
2, 2 7 2 .6 0 

s 7 n .3 2 
1 3 4 .3 7 
1 3 4 .3 8 

~::, 2 7 2 .6 1 
8 7 r.~ i ll 

2 .0 0 
2, 2 ,g 2 .7 6 
2, 8 8 2 .7 7 

8 7 8 .8 9 
1 2, o 4 4 .2 3 

8 7 9 .1 6 
1 3 9 .1 3 

8 8 2 .3 1 
8 8 5 .8 4 

2, 3 9 6 .6 9 
8 8 5 .8 5 

.11 

2.5 1 
155 .55 

.16 

2,4 0 3 .7 ~ 
2,4 0 3 .7 ~ 

9
9 2 4 .1.; 

2 6 .8 ~ 

9 3 1 .0 ( 

4 0 .2 7 

1 .2 7 

8 3 .4 2 
4 8 .4 2 

4 4 .4 2 
3 9 .4 2 

i 

2 3 .4 2 
1 8 .4 2 
1 3 .4 2 
1 :L .4 2 I 
6 .4 2 

1

. 

8.4 7 
28.4 7 ! 

I 

1 8 .47 i 
1 9 .6 ~ 

1 0 .6 ~ 
5 .6 ~ 

I 

' 

2 2 .1 5 

~ 5 .0 0 

2 0 .0 0 

5.00 f-
2 .0 0 !A 

5 .0 0 u 
10 .0 0 - u 
10 .0 0 -M 

2 .00 M 

5 .0 0 f- Ir\ 

2 .G 0 - M 

2 .G 0 - 'vl 

5 .00 -
1 .0 G - f"t 

5 .C.1 C -, t\ 
1 () .C C - M 

5 .00 -
5 .00 -
2 .00 -.t 
5 .0 0 - ·' 

2 .0 5 

1 () .C 0 -

1 .15 

2 .0 0 -~.~ 
2 .0 0-1.1 
5 .0 0 -u 
5 .00 ~ 

5 .0 C - t.! 
'R~ 1 ~ni"A J:i'"'r"!JT<>,..norl Q/' A /'Z.Q I"PP 

1 .2 7 f s 1 7 11- 3 1 
.-:3 3 .4 2 " Sl 7 4 .3 1 

4 8 .4 2 ? S1 7 4 . .3 1 

4 4 .4 2 =r Si 7 4- .3 1 
3 9 .4 2 -T S:t 7 4 .3 1 

I 
2 3 .4 2 =ri s 1 7 ~~ .3 1 

1 8 .4 2 -T tl1 7 4 .3 1 
1 3 .4 2 =r s1 7 4 .3 1 
1 1 .4 2 ? S 1 7 4 .3 1 

6 .4 2 TIs 1 7 4 .3 l 

8 .4 7 T- $1 7 4 .3 1 
2 s .4 7 ~ s1 7 4 .3 1 
1 s .4 7 , s 1 7 4 .3 1 

1 9 .6 2 -T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 

1 0 .6 2 i' S 1 7 4 .3 ) 

5 .6 2 ~ s 1 7 4 . / 
.6 2 ,-r S1 7 

I 

~------~------------~---- _/ 



. ,, , 71J \.._• ...._ ... ~ .. / 
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PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Comptroller General U . S. 

Name Robert Strcud 17431 Register No, ____ ___ _____ _ 

September 26, 1930 

fj .'arc on01rs 1 0.00 

}~ en i t:>n+ ia,...J DEPARTMENT OF JUSTlCE, U. s, _ _ ____ •"- ----:-------..,..-- - -----
( KIND OF PENAL. INSTITUTION ) 

Le:lYenvTOrt. , Y.s.r..s-.s at __________ _ ____ _ ___ 
USPA-FLK-4-15-S,-IOOOQ-.4787·68 

DATE 

t.':P.R 2 1 - 3' 
. '•') 2 1 - 7 

I• -· 
1 

"r~iAY 5~ J8 
MAY 5 - J8 

MAY 19-38 
JUL 6- 38 
JUt. 6-38 

JUL 1 5-38 

JUL 1 7- 39 
AUG 1- ."J? 
l. !JG 1 - 3!J 
/iU8 1 - .X? 

SC 
SE 
C"T ... - ,., 
OCT 1 'J- '71 

0 .. '") . . 

rv 1- ?:9 

r: , 1 
DEC ·"1- "' 
DEC r/- ~g 

' I 
- , 

POSTING 
REFERENCE 

L9 51 .52 
7 2 .5 5 

1, 8 9 3 .8 0 
1, 8 9 3 .8 1 

:L9 58 .6 7 
6 9 8 .59 

2 .2 4 
.1 5 

L 9 9 3 .8 0 
8 1 .8 0 

1, 9 9 6 .1 7 
L 9 9 6 .1 8 

1, 9 9 9 .9 5 
1, 9 9 9 .9 6 

lA 

.7 Lf. ! I 
734 .5t~ 

r 
~1 

,.... ) 

... I~ II 

10 3 .8 2 

?: 'l l ~ :1 ~ 

I h 1:" fi 
1 .2 4 .I 

1 (') 0 .0 1 

PREVIOUS 
BALANCE 

'D -u~ 1-nce 

1 9 .2 3 

8 .2 3 

4 .2 3 
3 .2 3 
1.7 7 
6 .7 3 

2 0 .7 3 
1 8 .7 3 

1{. .7 3 
2 .7 3 

.7 _, 
1. 6 .7 3 

.. ... ,... .• r-­.. ' 

,.) c:: J"""<l ,_,. 

r.- J • I ..:> 

1 8 .7 3 
17 .73 

r• ,...,. 
- ) 

7 .0 ~: 

CREDITS 

Cash Earnings 

cr; :::;.r pr'l 3 ::1 / '3P 

DEBITS 

. Coupons 

1 .0 0 -~.~ 
1 0 .0 0 -u 

2 .0 0 I'"' 
2 .0 0 ' u 

1 .0 0- u 
s .oo­

s .5 0 From def8ri ed credits. 
14 .0 0 

::1. '5 .0 0 

~~ 0 (: 
:J.0 ,. 0 

~ .0 t) 

2 .0 0- u 
1 0 .0 0- u 

2 .0 0- ld 

2.0 0 -u 

8 .0 0 - !.1 

2 .0 0 -

!:! .0 0 :A 

1. J .u (' 
.~ I ( -M 

·-I -f'~ 
1. () .0 0 -

Withdrawals 

- 11 

BALANCE 

19 .2!: 

INMATE'S 
NUMBER 

8 .2 3 =r ~ 1. 7 4 .3 

4 .2 3 Sl 7 4 .3 1 

3 .2 3 'T S 1 7 4 .3 1 

1 .7 7 - ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
6 .7 3 S1 7 4 .3 1 

2 0 .7 3 ; S1 7 4 .3 1 
1 8 .7 3 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

4 .7 3 T S 1 7 4 .3 1 
2 .7 3 T S 1 7 4 .~ 1 

.7 3 '? S 1 7 4 .:.: 1 

1 r ,.., ~ - S •j 7. ' 
1 1. ft' il -, SI '( ·;t '" 

~ (:" .~· _ 'I- Sj_ 7 .-" ~· 1 

1 :;. .7 - · Sl 7 4 . .5 1 

1 - ' .... 
• j _~, • 

1 7 .... f ..) "f Sl 7 /j. .J 1 
7 . ~i ..) "f S1 '( 4 . ~.:i l 

'{ ..,-;" r/ ~ 

4
:;. 0 .:_ '/ :r~ Sl 'l l'r ,.. 

Fwd to neY• p age 1/6/ 39 REJ / 

~·-~------~~~·~···~~-~·~~~~-----------------------------------------------------U~--~~ 



PERSONAL LEDGER Register No._ l_7_4=-· 
17

-=1=-----=7_-..:::::.-~---
Form No; 1-Cms. 

Form f•pproved by Comptroller General U.s. 
September 26, 1930 

S~ • _.k;., • ::o:rle 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, . U S. _ _ e_n_i_t_o_n_t_i_c..._r~y--,-,-c::-:::---:c-:--:--~------
<~<•Nc OP P ENAL INSTI TUT ION ) 

CREDITS I DE BITS 

DATE 
POSTING PREVIOUS INMATE'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE 
BALANCE 

NUMBER 
Cash Earnings Cou pons Withdrawals 

.3al . F'JC. . '"'- ~4 - Z 7 , , _J~ . ,__,3 
NOV 1-37 .7 9 u 23 7 5 .00 75.2 3 ::r S1 7 4 .3 1 

8-37 6 3 .3 3 75.23 1 0 .0 0- 65.2 3 ;: S17 4 .3 1 
vv 1 5- 37 1 .6 3 65.23 5 .00- 6 0.2 3 'i' S17 4 .3 1 

NOV 1 5 - 37 t~ 9 6 .0 3 6 0 .2 3 1.00- II 
NOV 1 5-37 6 0 .0 2 2.00- u 
NOV 1 5- 37 6 6 7 .6 3 5 .00- .. 
NOV l 5 - '57 6 3 .7 4 1 0 .0 0- .. 4 2.23 :r S17 4 .3 1 
NOV 2 9 - r?' 1,8 6 1 .9 7 4 2 .2 3 2 .0 0- .. 4 0 .2 3 "f S17 4 .31 

DEC 9 - 3'1 6 5 .8 7 4 0 .2 3 1 o .do 3 0 .2 3 'i S1 7 4 .3 1 
/ 36.23-T DEC l 3- 3? 1 .0 6 M 3 0 .2 3 6.00 /~-ttL /.i dAk ~ · S1 7 4 .31 

DEC l 6-37 1,8 0 0 .1 0 3 6 .2 3 1 .0 0- 1111 

OEC 1 6-37 6 7 1 .7 8 5 .00 "' OEC l. 6-.,., 65.92 .. 10.00 Ll 2 0.23 -T S17 4 .3 1 
DEC 2 4- r? 1 .15 II 2 0.2 3 2 .0 0 2 2 .2 ::3 'i S1 7 4 .3 1 

9~R 2:3:1 i :~ ~ H ~ ~ :~ 5 1§ .8 8 ~~:~~ ~ sl7 * :~ 1: 
JAt~ 1 0-38 1,8 0 3 .1 8 3 7 .2 3 1 .0 0- /0 
JAN l 0- 3!J 1, 8 7 :t .0 7 2 .0 0- ~ 

? 1 0 -38 6 7 .8 2 10.00- r~ l 
24 .2::3-r S1 7 4 .31 

J\N 2 0-38 6 8 .2 4 2 4 .2 3 10.00 1 4 .2 3 'T S1 7 4 .31 

6 7 7~7·~' 6 Jz~ 4:z-~ r ) 
50 .0 c 6 4 .2 3 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

f[gAN ~-~39 u 5 .00 ~ 
FEB ~- 38 6 8 .56 10.00 M 
FEB ~- 39 68.5 7 10 .00 ~"' 3 9 .2 3 'T 51 74 .31 , 
FEB ;J,- 38 ~ .3 7 3 9 ·§3 2 .00 ~ ± :§ ~ -T s! 1 j :~ ± f EB ,:)- 38 6 .2 2 4 1 ·~ 3 1 0 .0 0 

FEB 3-38 1, 8 74.91 3 1 .2 3 2.0 0 lA 2 9 .2 3 S1 7 4 .31 

MAR 7-38 7 1.9 2 2 9 .2 3 10.0 0 L. 1 9 .2 3 S1 7 4 .3 1 

9- 38 68.56 19 .2 3 Error -- r c er not com1,1 t ed 9 .4 0 c n book re- 2 8 .6 3 S1 7 4 .3 
~ A- 3'1 68.56 2 8 .6 3 deemed - thi s '•vC:ls mer J . .::. 0 _ c a nd ise be o¥ 1 9 ,., ..., -

- .G ..) T 1 7 4 . ~ 

"'--· . ~'(\Jv) . ./ 



~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~----~-~- .. 6-B 

PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No• 1-Cms. 

Name ______ R~o_b_e~r~t~S~t~r~o~u=d=------------------- Register N o. __ ----=l=-.c?c...:4=-=3=-=l=----------'-'\:,.-_ 
; ' 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

DEPARTMENT OF J USTICE, .U S . ______ P_e_n_1_· t_e--,-n_t--=-i a--=r'-'y':-:-:=--,-- - -----
<K•No OP' r'I!NAL- INSTITUTION ) 

at.._-=L:..=e--=a::..:v:....;e=n=w.:..:..o=r_,t=h....,,c___,K,.,a""'n~s_,a""'s'------------ ~ 

DATE 

il.P1 s- 'i7 

t,PH ~ 5- "7 
/\PR ~ :.)- 7(! 

f .P 21- '77 

APR 2 2 -37 

1\PR 2 2- 37 
r/AV ~ :3 - 7.7 

~,~,; v ~ :' - . .., 
lk'.Y ~ - 7 
t.~.w ~ 7- 7 
t.11\Y 1 'i'- ,., 
MAY 1 7 - <7 

1.~/·. l 2 7 - 37 

I!.AY 3 1 -37 

K~~ 3 1-37 
9 - 37 

AP, 2 R-
I" ' ' 7 -

J' .:L ~s - -7 

JUL 'f-1(' 

I II v ..... 7- J7 
JU!.. ~ '"]-

''.JL ? 0-....., 
J J • 

,\'J~ '\. -7 

l·~u~ '? 
IJ 

,r- 'j? 

i.'..;G ?. -- '17 

'I"' 
~. 2 (- 7 

'3 -- 77 
,., --7 

POSTING 
REFERENCE 

. 
2 .2 5 

58 1 .5 1 
1 7 .2 7 

r') ,..., 
5 .<:., 

1.. 3 7 2 .4 
5 8 2 .::t 
:L ' .4 9 

1, 5 l 0 .1 :t 
1 r:; .. ) . 1 0 .11 
l, 5. 0 .1 1 
. -' ) 7 7 .6 6 

r:· 
.) s 7 .00 

2 .5 9 

1, 5 1 1 .8 5 
5 8 8 .0 5 

2 .2 9 
2 .4 0 

:.> 5 .6 J 
~ 7 ,.., 

ts ~ · '-' 

L ,. r') 7 .1 7 ' 
1, G 0 7 .1 3 
1 ,:5 .. 0 .3 1 

.1 () 

LJ 

•I 

' 33 .t: 1 .!..) 

1 I 0 0 r r=; 
·' 

1,5 0 0 .IJ c: _, 
1, s ~ r') h 5 .., ·-
j -) t~ '36 .4 7 

7, 1 /- 1 -

~, 

~ 
~ 

I 

' 

.I 

u 

tl 

PREVIOUS 
BALANCE 

.4 7 
l 5 .0 6 

6 

'37 

) 0 .:::: s 
::; 0 .2 3 

2 0 .2 3 

12 2 3 

:i 7 .2 3 

~ l .2 3 
3 5 .2 3 

;1" 0 .2 3 
3 0 .:: 3 

1 () .2 3 

- 5 """': 

CREDITS DEBITS I 
----------------- -------~-------

Cash Earnin gs Coupons Withdrawals 

BALANCE INMATE'S 
NUMBER 

Brought ]'o:rwaFd April :15, 1.~3? WAH .4? 
1 4 59 1 ~ .u 0 S1 7 4 .3 1. 

S:L 7 4 .:f 5 .(; 0 II 

1 0 0 . 6 
"3 7 .1 7 

2 .0 c-
5 .0 0 -

l .) .) .--. -

1 .0 0 Error posted in wrong col umn 
1 .v .., Corr ec t i on . 

2 5 .0 0 

4 .0 0 
5 .0 0 

:1 .. 0 0 

1 .0 0 r.1 

:L .J 0 -

:L .G (' - "' 
2 .C 0 - 1.1 
5 .v 0 - t.! 

1 .0 0 -L 

5 .q 0 -L 

1 0 .u (I -

1 J .J ~. -

2 .0 c - f1 
2 .G C - 4 

' J •'-' -'.1 

2 .V (, - r 

l .C C ~~ 
":; ( c 1.1 

"l ) \ I (· • 

::_; 7 .2 .::; S1 7 4 .3 :.1. 

3 0 .2 3 'T S 1 7 4 .3 1 
,;:; 0 .2 .:.; 'T- S1 7 4 ·--' 1 

,::, U .c:.. .:;, 'T- Sl 7 4 .:; :1.. 

1 2 ·"-' -> T- S1 7 4 .:: 
3 7 .2 3 'T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 

3 1 .2 3 ;= 31 7 4 .3 1 
3 5 .2 3 'T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
4 0 .2 3 ;= ~ 1 7 4 .3 
3 0 .:..., :,; 'T- S1 7 4 . .J 

"" lJ . ~ --' ·-r S1 7 !:- ._ 1 

1 6 .2 _') ;= 5 1 7 /~ .3 
1 4 - 'T- S1 7 4 . ..> 1 

1 '· .:., ...) =r- S1 l .:, :1. 

1 3 .2 _") ? Sl 7 4 .3 1 

" / '-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------' 



.... --

PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form appro0ved by Comptroller General U. s. 
September 26, 1930 

Sept . books $5 . 
" mdse . $18 . 

6- ti 

Name Robert Stroud Register No,_ 1_7_4_3_1 _______ _ _ 

No earnings . 
DEPARTMENT l>F JUSTICE, U. · S·-----=-P-=e.:::n:.::i :...:::t -=e.::::n:...::t =i-=a:.::r.>Ly ________ _ _ _ 

(KiNO OF P EN A L INST I T UTI ON ) 

at Leavenworth , Kans a s 

DATE 

SEI" 2 3- .% 

oBfT ~ i-1! 

~lov 2.1_ 9.23§6 

:c 3- JG 

cc.::c 2 l~- ?5 

D~C ') 

·~ ·1- .::'l 
c=c 2 ...,_ ;.-; 

c::..: ') .., 
~--, , ~·.) 

D~C '3 ,.., ~-- _.o 
J ;\ .. --.7 

J n:J 1. " - -~ 

... Ji\, 't ~ -- -7 
.J.. -· 

,Ji,. J 1 
,., -

~ "L7 .J.. 

,J/\,··l 
,., - -~ 

J l\>: 1') , 

I·., "' 
.., - ,..7 

""'"''"' ·~ ,, 
,· .. I 

dt5:: ~ - ·~ 

~ 2 -r? 
f EB 1 5- r? 

1 5- 3'7 
2- '17 
6 - )7 

PO STING 
REFERENCE 

3 9 4 .7 

L~~tr .:f& 

~<-6C5 ·'39r 
1; 3 4 () .1 6 

1 r 7 · ~ 

1 [' 
, :J 7 

1, 4 9 1 .1 (} 

) 

1..3 L', 8 0 n 
~· 

/~ 1 0 .-, 6 • '-' 

l r· . 
·~' -

l ~--.. r; , I 
:_) /:. 0 4 (' . ' 1 

t':. 1 7 ...., 
_! 

' () r') ...., ., -
t 

) 
,. r- 1 0 ....... . .. ) ·-- -

L c 7 ,( ' ,..) (.) 

~ 5 s 1 9 ~; . J 
~ ·- 1 ..... , 

..;. ) - -~ ) -
:L 3 )5 81

.4 i "' 
1 .90 

1 .90 

~ :8 l. ..::> 

1.1 

u 

u 
1.1 
M 

PREVIOUS 
BALANCE 

2 4 .3 

li.:J? 
1 6r ·~:§ 

7. ,....., r;-
, .. 1 ·-J 

~· ~ 

_... ..; _.1 

"'" ,..,. , .... ,..... ., 
·-~ -

2 .3 3 
.3 3 

1 .3 3 
2 0 .4 7 
2 5 .-t-7 
20.4 7 

CREDITS 

Cash Earnin gs 

Bal. EWd f r o.m Page 

1. .0 0 

10 :0 0 

DEBITS 

Coupons Withdrawals 

5s·?c0o-
2 .0 0 -

1 .C 0 -
2 .0 0 -
s .c 0 -

.... ; n .C C old 1 0 dr y • K'I'R 
:::; .c (: 

2 .0 0 
5 .C 0 
2 .00 

:J: Er ror s 
and 

oorreoti na 

Error an 
correct i n . 

1. .0 0 
1 9 .1 4 ::iold 10 lJey J 

5 .0 0 

J_ .".... c -
,- r . .-.. 
•.. ) • --' \_ -

::i. r .'· C - , 

: ' ( -
_,) ··-· . ._, 

2 .0 0 

5.00 

1 0 .0 0 " 

1.00 
1 .0 0 

BALAN CE 

24 . 33 

INMATE'S 
NUMBER 

1 9 .3 3 T S 1 7 4 .3 1 
l. 7 .3 3 "f S1 7 4 .3 1 

1 2 .3 :5 -T- S1 7 4 .S 1 

7,y3-.:t 'f 1 7 4 .3 1 
"-' • .::. ..::> S1 7 4 .S 1 

.S 3 1" 1 7 11. .3 1 
1 ~· '" -. ..) -- ' T 

1 1 ,:,_ .3 T' 

l 7 / .. :3 1 

1 7 1: .3 1 

:~ ,:., -' '? , :1. 7 lj. .:::. 1 
~ ~) ,::; '! .y ( J. 7 /j . . :, 1 
~~ ~ .3 :-" =; s J 7 /:. .s 1 

::L ~-' . - ·, 
r -

j ·-' _·, ., 

s 1. 7 :- .. : 1 
S·1 ' 1 

- · j b i" ·- ... _ 

" f' ,.. -~ S L ~"/ /o~ .~ 1 
.s 3 

1 .3 .3 
2 ·o .4. 7 
25.47 

..::; 0 ,4. 7 

.47 s 

S1 7 4 .3 1 



#5-b 

PERSONAL LEDGER 
Robert s troud 1?431 

Name--------------------- Register No.- ----------
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Comptr oller General U.S. 
September 26, 1930 

Mar. Books 10.00 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. ____ P_e_n_i_t_e_n---,t_i_a_r_y _______ _____ _ 
U8PA-FLK-3-22-33- 2()Q00-283-1 (KIND o~ ~·NAL INOT IT UTI ON ) 

at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

C RE DITS DEBITS 

DATE 
POSTING PREVIOUS BALANCE INMATE 'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE NUMBER 
Cash E arning• Coupon• Withdrawals 

Bro't. For'd. 3/ 31 /36RWL n - ?_0 ,._3_3 
P..PR 2 - .76 3 1 4 .2 5 7 0 .3 3 _.J ......... '- -' -

b~ . .=>,:)'T S1 7 /~ .3 1 

1\Pf\ 5- ;;>u 3 l G .1 3 6 5 .3 3 :::: v) 6 0 .3 ~ 'T S1 7 4 - ~ 
APR 2 7- .l) 1,2 8 4 .1 7 6 0.3 3 1 .00-':\ APR 2 7- J6 ! 1)07 8 .37 2.00- 57 .3 3;:- S17 4 .31 
VAV 4-.% 31 9 .6 3 57 .3 3 5 .00- 52 .33 ;:- S17 4 .3 1 
MAY ~ 4-36 3 22 .54 52 .3 3 5 .00- 47 .33 ;:- S:L 7 4 .3 1 

~~ ~ ~=I% t~ ~ 3 :D i I i 6 :~ ~ I :8 8: fA 
4 6 .3 3 T' S1 7 4 .3 1 

MAY 2 5 - 3G 1) 0 8 9 .0 9 2 .0 0 - 4 3 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUN ~- .% 3 2 4 .8 3 4 3 .3 3 5 .0 0 - 3 8 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUN 8 - .?6 4 .3 2 1.1 3 8 .3 3 1 .0 0 3 9 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUN 8-x 'LO 9 3 .8 7 3 9 .3 3 2 .0 0 -lA 

JUN 8 - _% 2 6 0-1 6 1 0 .0 0 - lA 
JUN 8 - J6 2 6 0 .7 7 1 0 .0 0 - t.t 1 7 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUN ~ 1-% 3 2 7 .7 3 17 .3 3 5 ,() 0 -1,1 1 2 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUN 1 7- 36 4 .5 4 1 u 1 2 .3 3 4 5 .0 0 57 .3 3 i' S1 7 4 .3 1 

JUN ~8- J2_ 32 8.9 ~ 57.3 3 5 .00- 52.33;:- Sl. 7 4 .3 1 
JU" 4 .6 5 2 .3 3 · ~ ::, 4- .-"0 ll 5 ·.oo 57.3 3=r Sl, 7 4 .3 1 JUL 2-_% 3 7 8 .1 4 57 .3 3 5 .0 0- 52 .3 3 T' S1 7 4 .3, JUL 1 3- _% 1,10 5 .8 4 52 .3 3 2 .00 -M 

JUL ~ 3- 36 3 3 1 .7 3 I 5 .0 0 -
1
u 4 5 .3 3 'r S1 7 4 .31 

JUL. 2 3- 36 3 8 3 .3 61 4 5 .3 3 5 .0 0 - 4 0 .3 3 'T S1 7 4 .3 1 
AUG 1-36 384.31 4 0.3 3 5 .0 0- 35.33-r S17 4 .3 1 
WG 2 0 · 36 

3 8 8 .6 ~ 3 5 .3 3 5 .0 0 - 3 0 .3 3 ; S j_ 7 4 .3 1 
SEP 3-36 L4 6 4 .9 3 0 .3 : 1 .00 

'- "' 
SCP 3- ;G 1) 3 1 4 .1 2 .0 0 - :A 

SEP 3- JG 3 8 9 .9 5 5 .(1 0 M / 

SE P 3- 35 2 6 9 .1 01 1 0 .0 0 1.1 1 2 .3 3. - Si ,7 4 ., ...... 

1 0-36 3 9 2 .6 2 I 12.3 3 5 .00- 7 .3 3 'f S17~ 
il. 5- 36 . 8 5 1.1 7 .3 3 7.00 1 4 .3 3 T' S17 . 

3-3JD .9 ?,!., 14.3 ~,!., 1 0 .0 ) 2 4 .3 3 T- ·5 17 

"'-- Over to 6- a 7 



l obert troud 1 7431 
PERSONAL LEDGER 

Form No. 1-Cms. 
Name _ __________________ Register No. - - --- ----- - -

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

Oct. Book s $!one 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S, _ _ P_e_n_i_t_e_n_t_i_a_r_y___,----------,------------
u s PA-FLK-3 22-33-20000-28J·l ( KIND OIP P.NAL.IN.TITUTION) 

Leaven 'Jorth , K n s . 
at----------------

CREDITS DEBITS 
POSTING PRE VIOUS BALANC E 

INMATE'S 
DATE 

REFER ENCE BALANCE I NUMBER 
Cash Earnings Coupons Withdrawals 

Bro ' t For ' a: . 1 0 '15 /3o.d1JL 4 . 45 
OCT 28- 35 7 6 8 .9 5 

iu 
4 .4 5 1 .00 - 3 .4 5 'r S1 7 4 .3 1 OCT 2 9-JS 1 .0 3 3 .4 5 15 .0 0 1 8 .4 5"f; 1 7 4 .3 1 I 

~ · 
1.- :z 2 J 9 .3 4 1 8 .4 5 1 0 .00- 8.4 5 "f! 17 4 .3 1 

NOV 1-JS 1 .0 6 u 8 .45 1 .0 4 9 .4 9 'r S11 4 .3 1 
DEC 3- ; s 1 .3 6 Ll 9 .4 9 5 .00 't.50- 1 4 .4 9 T' S1 4 .3 1 
DCC 5- 35 1 6 3 .4 0 1 4 .49 .50 - 9 .4 9 T' S1 7 4 .3 1 
o:::c .-, ... ,_ ,.. .... 300 .2 7 9 .49 ·- . !-.,.~ 0 - 4 .4 9 T' S1 7 11 ~· 1 

"" . JJ ...J ..,_ , ,) -
DCC .2 .:3- J3 1 .? 5 P.! ~~ ,LI" 9 1 .0 0 5 A 9 'f· S1 '" ....... , 4 .31 
J A~l 1 0- JS 1 .9 2 1.1 5 , f r 9 10 .c 0 15 .49 S1 7 ·1- ,::, 1 

J.iA:r~ 1 3- --rr 30 4 :2 5 1 5 '-1 " .J ··~ 
, ' 1 U /r J Sl7 4 r-;· 1 

1 7-§6 0 :4 9 ,_.)-. 1 
.6 6- 9 .8 3 "f S17 '4 .3 1 

JAN 2 2 - 36 2 .0 2 9 .8 3 1 4.5 0 24..33 S17 4 .3 1 
JAN 2 3- 36 :L 2 5 6.0 1 2 4 .3 3 l. .0 0- 2 3 .3 3 'r S1 7 4 .3 1 
JAN 2 3 - 36 2 4 1 .8 0 2 3 .3 3 1 0 .0 0-"' 1 3 .3 3 'r S1 7 4 .3 1 
JAN 23-J6 2 41 .8 1 1 3 .3 3 10 .0 0 -IJ 3 .3 3 'r ~1 7 4 .3 1 
FEB 7-36 2 .2 2 u 3 .3 3 1 4 .0 0 1 7 .3 3 "f 1 7 4 .3 1 

C" B 1 0 -36 1, 2 6 0 .1 2 17 .3 3 1 .00 - 1 6 .3 3 T S17 4 .s 1 
B 1 0 - 36 1,0 5 1.7 2 1 6 .3 3 2 .00 - 1 4 .3 3 T' S17 4 .3 1 

FEB 1 3 -36 1,2 6 1.0 7 1 4 .3 3 1 .00 -
fE B 1 3 - 36 1,0 5 3 .0 9 0 

0 .00 - 11 .3 ::J 'T- S1 7 4 .s 1 
FEB 2 4-36 1, 0 5 6 .70 1 1 .3 3 2 .0 0 -
FEB 2 4-JQ 1,0 5 6 .71 2 .0 0 - 7 .3 3 'r S17 4 .3 1 
Mi\R 9- 36 3 11 .7 7 7 .3 3 5 .0 C) - 2 .3 3 T' S17 4 .3 1 
t-~~.R 1 9-; 2 .7 8 PA 2 .33 26 .0 0 28 .3 3 T' s1 7 4 .3 1 

MI\R 1 9- ::6 31 3 .2 5 2 8 .3 3 5 .CJ 0 -
;;> -.• r- -, 

S17 4 .3 1 ~.J . .) .:J T' 
1.1t\R 2 3 - 36 2 .98 M 2 3 .3 3 62 .00 3 5 .::> j T' S17 If '7 1 
t.l;\R 3 0- ~0 314 .00 n 5 .3 3 

, ,...J-

0 r .v J - iH .,J 

•\R 3 C$• 36 24 3 .4 8 l 0 .G C -r.! 7 0 .:5 ~ 'r Sl 7 11- -. 
1 or'd (Ove r) 

' _-7 



. 40 ' 

PERSONAL LEDGER Name Robert Stroud Register No. 17431 
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

Dec. none. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. 
USP A- FLK -a. 22.33-20000--283-1 ( KI ND OP' P".NAL IN8TITUTION) 

I 
CREDITS DEBITS 

DATE POSTING PREVIOUS B ALANCE 
INMATE'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE I N UMBER 
Cash E arnings Coupons Withdrawals 

Brt. Fwd. 12/10/34a 2'.4...,9.2, 

DEC ~ 0- 34 

I 
57.9 3 2 4.9 2 5 .00- 19.9 2=r S17 4 . . .... 

t>EC ~ 0-34 18 2.3 6 1 9 .92 1 0 .0 0 -~ 
DEC ~ 0- 34 57 .7 4 5 .0 0 -~ 
DEC ~0- 34 2 75.5 5 1 .0 0 --. 3 .9 2 "i" S17 4 .3 1 
DEC ~ 0- :JI 
DEC ~ 5- 34 1 .17 II 3 .9 2 2 .0 0 5.9 2 "i" S1 7 4 .3 1 

DEC 1 8- 34 1 .1 8 5 .9 2 ~ 5 .0 0 4 0 .9 2 "f S 1 7 4 .3 1 
DEC 2 0- 34 2 7 8.58 4 () .9 2 I 1 .0 0 -M 

DEC 2 0- 34 2 4 8 .9 7 2 .0 0 -M 37.92 =r S 174 .31 
.JAN 9- -'5 .9 5 3 7 .9 2 2 5 .0 0 -· 12.92=rS 1 7 4 .3 1 
.JAN 1 5- -'5 2 56 .7 1 1 2 .9 2 2 .00- 10.92:rS 174.31 
JAN 2 1-35 2 5 8 .2 5 1 0 .9 2 2 .0 0 - .. 
JAl'\J 2 1- .~ 62.5 3 5 .0 0 - .. 3 .92-TS 1 7 4 .3 1 
FEB 6- 35 2 9 0 .11 3 .9 2 1 .0 0-
FEB 6-35 2 61 .45 2 .0 0- .9 2 =r S 1 7 4 .3 1 

MA.~ l 3-35 1 .3? .9 2 .4 7 - M .4 5-T S 17 4 .3 
J UL 9 -35 7 t .45 5 .0 0 5.45=rS 17 4 '2 . ..) -
Jut 2 ,:;. "''i 7 2 4 .:: 8 5 .4. 5 1 .u 0 - 4.45=rS 1 7 4 .3 1 
AUG 1 3- -'5 58 9 .0 6 4 .4 5 2 .00- 2 .4 5 "i' S 174.31 

Sf:P 2 5· 35 .7 6 II 2 .4 5 10.00 1 2 .4 5-r S17 4 .3 1 
SEP 2 7 - 35 1 5 2 .6 5 1 2 .45 5 .0 0 -d 

SEP 2 7- 35 6 0 2 .6 9 2 .0 0 -~ 
SEP 2 7 - 35 7 6 0 .50 l .0 0 -~ 4 .4 5 -T Sl 7 4 .3 1 

Forvarde . 
I 

" / 



ff-4 

PERSONAL LEDGER 
Rob ert Str oud 17431 

Nam1t::-------------------- Register No.--------- ---
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 26, 1930 

lvfu.r . $5. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. _______ P--,-en_i_t_en_ti_a_ry_~-------
usPA-FLK-3-~20000-283-t (KIND OP PONAL INOTITUTION) 

at L eav enwor-th , Kansas • 

CREDITS DEBITS 

DATE 
POSTING PREVIOUS BALANCE INMATE'S 

REFERENCE BALANCE . NUMBER 
Cash Earnings Coupone Withdrawals 

.. Brt. Fwd. 3/ 15/ ~4a . 20 
MAR 3 1-31 1 .9 1 M .2 0 5 .0 0 5 .2 0 T" ! 17 4 .3 1 

3 l - 31 5 7 () .9 6 5 .2 0 5 .00 - .2 0 T" • 1 7 4 .3 1 

APR 9- ~ I 1 .9 7 M .2 0 1 .0 0 1 .2 0 T" • 174 .3 1 
APR l 7- y 2 .0 4 M 1 .2 0 1 5 .0 0 1 6 .2 0 T" ; 174 .3 1 
APR 2 0 - 't1 11 () .3 0 1 6 .2 0 2 .0 0 - 1 4 .2 0 'T 174 .3 1 
APR 2 l- '}.1 1 7 ) .9 5 11~ .20 1 !) .0 0 -M 

APR 2 l- 31 11().51 2 .0 0 -M 

APR 2 1- ;1 9) .9 6 1 .0 Q -M 1. .2 0 T" ~ 1 '7 4 .3 1 

APR 3 0 -34 2 .1 3 M 1 .2 0 1. .0 0 2 .2 0 T • 1 7 4 .3 1 

MAY 5- ;1 114.50 2 .2 0 2 .0 0 _ ,., \ .2 0 T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
MAY R- 34 ?. .1 8 I .2 0 5 .0 0 5 .2 0 T S 1 7 4 .3 1 
MAY l ,)- -;:f 538.50 5.?0 5 .0 0 - .2 0 -T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
MAY 3 1-~ .53 • 20 2 5 .00 2520'f• 174.31 
UAY 31-~ 58 9 .8 0 2 5.2 0 5 .00- 20.20"f~ 174.31 
JUN 4-~ 1 7 5 .9 0 2 0 .2 0 10 .0 0 - h 1020"f• 174.31 

12-~ 2.43 It 1 0.2 0 1 .0 0 11.20"f~ 1. 7 4 .3 1 
JUN 2 5-31 2 .2 8 11 .2 0 .6 8 -· 10.52"f~ 17 4.3 1 
JUN 2 8 - 31 5 93.48 1 0 .5 2 5 .00 - 5.52 "f~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
J UL 5-34 2 M 5.52 1 .0 0 6.52 "f~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
JUL 1 9-34 . 9 6 .52 .6 0 - PA 5 .9 2 'T ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 

AUG 9-31 599.17 5 .9 2 5 .00 - .9 2 "f ~ 174.31 

~ 1.3--Jf 
_g. 

t .9 2 1 .00 1 .9 2 "f ~ 174.31 

NOV 1 6-~ 27 0 .40 1 .9 2 1 .00 - .9 2 "f 1 7 4 .3 1 
'QEC 8 - 34 1 .12 u .9 2 12 .00 1.2.92 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

/ 

~ 8-34 .2 6 G 12 .9 2 12 .00 2 4 .9 2 =f S1 7 4 .3 

Eov er) 

" / 



113 B II 

17431 
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Name _____ __ =R=o-=-b=e-=-r_,t~S,_,t""r'""'o,_,u,_,d,.__ ___ _ Hegister No. PERSONAL LEDGER 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 2ti, l\J3U 

September Books Noneo 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S.--=P::..:e=n=i,_t=e=n,_t=i~a=r'-Jy_..,..------,---------
usPA-FLK-s-30-3l-5000-3330J (K IND OF PENAL I NSTITUTI ON) 

atLeavenworth, Kansas , 
-

CREDITS DEBITS 
POSTING PREVIOUS 

BALANCE 
INMATE'S DATE 

REFERENCE BALANCE 

I 
NUMBER 

Cash Earnings Coupons Withdrawals 

. Brt. F !Wd . l 5.00 
SEP ~8-~ LOO 6 9 5 5.00 2 .00- 3 .0 0 "r ~1 7 4 .3 1 

SEP 22-~ .59 3.00 1.00 4.00 'i" 
( 

II s~ 7 4 .3 .L 
OCT 6 - _-g 1,01 ~ .2 5 4 .00 2 .0 0 - 2 .00 'i" s~ 7 4 .3 1 @ef e=!J LO ~ ~ .2 6 2 .0 0 2 .0 0 ~ .00 'i" s~ 7 4 .3 ~ 
OCT ~ 4-~ .6 7 u· 5 .00 

I 
5 .0 0 'i" s~ 7 4 .3 1 

NOV 1-33 55 5 .1 6 5 .00 5 .00- .0 0 'f • ~74 .3~ 
NOV 16-B .9 9 ~ 1 .00 1 .00 'i' 174.31 

NOV 1. 8- J3 ~ .0 ~ II 1.00 2 .00 3 .OO :r s~ 7 4 .3 1 NOV 29-~ 1 .0 8 u 3 .00 ~ .00 4 .0 0 'i" s~ 7 4 .3 1 

~ 4-E 1,025.55 4 .00 2 .0 0 -
4-53' 1,025.56 2 .0 0 - . .00 'i" 1~ 7 4 .3 ~ 

DEC 1 2-B 1 .15 • 10 .00 10 .0 0 'i' S 1~ 4 .31 
DEC 2 8-33 1.42 10 .00 [J u o ~ & ~-8 0-• 

8 .2 0 'f ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 l?l 29- .rr 
4.55 8 .2 0 

';J 2 9- J3 1,0 3 3 .9 3 M 2 .0 0 -
i t .- 2 9 - J3 56 1 .8 7 5 .0 0 ... .2 0 '? s~ 9 4 . 

J AN 6- 3t 1. .31 M .20 5 .0 0 5 .2 0 =r s~ 7 4 . .:J l 
J AN 6-34 56 2 .9 3 5 .2 0 5 .0 0 - .2 0 =r s ~ 7 4 .3 1 fEB 3-:54 ~.52 u 20 5.00 5.20 'i" S1 7 4 .3 1 
fEB 5-34 56 5 .4 6 5 .20 5 .00 - .20:r s~ 7 4 .3 1 
fEB 1 6-34 ~ .61 t.! .2 0 ~ .0 0 ~ .2 0 'ii S1 7 4 .3 1 

fEB 2 7-~ 81 .2 8 1 .2 0 1 .00- .2 0 'i' S 174.31 
FEB 2 8-~ 1.6 9 II .2 0 5 .00 5.20'fS 174.31 
MAR 2-~ . 568 .2 2 5 .2 0 . 5 .00- 2 0 'f S 174.31 

I 

~ ( ro #4) 

I 
-

7 



Shee t f. 3 

-----'------ Register No.------- - - - - -
17431 

PERSONAL LEDGER 
Rober t St roud Name: ___________ _ 

Form No. 1-Cms. 
Form a pproved by Comptroller Gener a l U. S. 

September 26, 1930 

Eay 0 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. _ __ ~P~e~n~i~t~e=-=n~t~i~a~r:_M_y:__ _ _ _ __________ _ 
(K OF PENA L I NST I T U TI O N ) 

at--~L~e~a:.!.v-""e~n~w~o~r'---'t~h~--=Y.=_:,~a~n~s::.:a:.:.:s:::.__ ___ _ 
UBPA- FLK- 3-3(}-31 5Q00-33302 IN D 

CHE DITS DEBITS 
INMATE 'S POSTING PHEVIOUS 

BALANCE DATE HEFEHE NCE BALANCE 

I I 
NUMBE H 

Cash Earnin gs C oup ons Wilhdmwnls 

. 10 Bal . Fwd . 
' . 

UAY 1 0 - :!3 2.3 2 • .1 0 9.00 9.10 'f 1st 7 4 .3 1 
1 1-.U 875.49 9.10 2 .oo-

UAY 1 1- :!.J 87550 2.00-
UAY 11- .U 449.14 5 .00- .1 0 'f 11 7 4 .3 1 

13 J 'f I 
MAY 1 7- J:J 2 .'3 7 • .1 0 9.00 9 .1 0 'f .1 7 4 .3 1 

~,'; ;\y 2 2- JJ 2 .8 2 9 .1 0 
1 7 .0 0 ~ c,_,l1.. 

i- '") . 0 .1 0 'i Sl 7 4 .3 1 ~ .v 
JUN 2- E 2.49 " .1 0 

~1 7 4 .3 1 JUN 2- 33 2..49 • 1 o .o o C ~Cift- 2 7 .1 0 -T JUN 5- E 2.51 II 2 7 .1 0 1 .00 . 28.10-r S1 7 4 .3 1 
~ 6-:!$ 2.53 ~ 2 8 .1 0 5.0 0 3 3 .10-r Sl 7 4 .3 1 

JUN 8- 33 2 .9 9 3 3.10 f.- 3 3 .0 0 1- .1 0. S17 4 .31 JUN 1 3- 33 2.59 u · .1 0 1 .0 0 1 .1 0 -T S1 7 4 .3 1 
JUL 1 2- 33 8 09.45 1 .1 0 1 .0 0 1- .1 0 = S17 4 .3 1 JUL 1 3- 33 8 M .1 0 1 .og JUL 1 3-}3 8 lA 1 .7 2 .8 5 , S1 7 4 .3 1 ' 2 0 -33 8 1 1 .5 7 2 .8 5 

~~ 
1 .0 0 - 1 .b 5 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 2 f) - 33 .1 7 ~ 1 .8 5 1 0 .0 0-1 1 1 .8 5 'i' ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 JUL 2 7 - 33 .1 8 11 .8 5 1 .0 0 1 2 .8 5 'i' 1 7 4 .3 1 AUG 1 - J3 4 5 9 .9 0 1 2 .8 5 5 .0 0 1- 7 .8 5 = - S1 7 4 .3 1 

AUG 3 0- 33 831..49 7.85 1. .0 0 ~ M 
AUG 3D-33 :L001. .33 2.00 ~ I» AUG 3 0-J:J 4 6 3 .6 9 5.00 1- ,M .15 . Sl. 7 4 .31 SEP 8- 33 .4 7 u .15 - 3.00 2.8 5' Sl 7 4 .3 1 --.go;;;)' 

'"' 
; .._., 

SEP 8-33 8 3 1. .4 9 2.8 5 3 .0 0,. 
.., 

.1 5 S17 4 .3 
0 13- 33 .53 3.00 2 .00 5.0 0 =; S17 4 .3 u 

" 



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form No. 1-cms. 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
September 25, 1930 

• ' Rober t Stroud Name ________________________________________ _ 174:31 
Register No. ___________________ _ 

Peni t ent ,. arv Leavenwort h, Kans. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. _______________________ · _____ ._~ ___ "_' ___________ at ________________________________ _ 
17 II OOVaRJrfKEl'M' J'JUNTfNG OITICI 10 30 .. 7- 1776 {KIND OF PENAL IN STITUTION) 

CREDITS DEBITS 

DATE POSTING PREVIOUS BALANCE INMATE'S 
REFERENCE BALANCE NUMBER 

Cash Earnings Coupons Withdrawals 

-grou gn 't .t~·orwarc .l.~9 

AUG 8- _~ 624 .9 2 ~ .19 1 .0 0 - .1 9 'r s~ 7 4 .31 

AUG 2 5- .32 .4 6 M .1 9 3 .00 3 .1 9 =r Sl7 4 ~ 

AUG 2 5-32 6 99 .6 8 3 .19 2 .00 -
AU G 2 5- _E 6 2 9 .7 6 ~ .0 0 - .19 'T Sl7 4 .31 
SEP 2-32 . . .5 1 M .1 9 2 5 .0 0 2 5 .19 "' S17 4 .31 
~EP 7 - _~ 9 0 .2 1 2 5 .19 1 0 .0 0 - f.. 15 .1 9 'T Sl7 4 .3 1 

SE F' 1 6 -32 .6 5 1 5 .1 9 1 2 .00 - 3 .1 9 'r 51 7 4 .3 1 

SEt' 2 4- .'32 .7 2 3 .19 .59 - 2 .6 0 'r S1 7 4 .31 
CCT ' 7 ~- 3 .~·~ ~ 0 

·' 0 
~ 

,J (:: -
r: -., ...,. S1 r"1 ~ .3 :J ... ·- ""'"') ~ 

... .) ..) -, I 'r 

cc: ""0- "" .. v r r-, 0 :·_) (l 
t') 

.!- ~ ) =r C' -1 r1 / ~ 1 ·- I •.J ~:-~ ·- ,-

OCT 3 1- 32 7 39 .6 9 2 .6 0 2.00- .60 :; S17 4 .3 ~ 
DEC 6 - .'B 7 29 .2 1 .6 0 2 .0 0 -
DEC 6- '-'? 7 29 .2 2 2 .0 0 - rJ.: .4 0 - S17 4 .31 _),o,J 

DEC 6 - "\? .31 G 3 .tr 0 4 .5 0 1 .1 0 =; S17 4 .3 1 
JAN 2 0-33 1 .53 1 .1 0 1 2 .o o:A?-. t. ~' /c 1 3 .1 0 'r 5 1 7 4 .31 
FEB 4-33 440 .2 6 13 .1 0 I l .c 0 - I I 
FEB 4 - 33 440 .2 7 l .0 0- I 

FEB 4 -33 8 4 9 .4 7 2 .0 0-M I 
FEB 4-33 8 4 9.48 I 2 .0 0 - ... I 

I 
FEB 4-33 414 .8 0 5 .0 0 -y I 2 .1 0 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 

FEB 1 6 - 33 8 5 3 .5 9 2 .1 0 2 .0 0 - l' I 
.1 0 =; S17 4 .31 

/\Ph c::; -35 '2 .0 5 r. .1 0 ~ .C 0 2 .1 C 'f 31 7 4 .3 1 
API , ::;-33 864 9 5 2 .1 0 ..... 

.C 0 -

I 
.1 0 'T 31 7 4 .3 1 

I 
~ 

(\f•,' ~ 2- ::.; ') .1 0 f .1 c 2 .C C ") .1 (1 'f S i 7 ;. . .::: 1 J '~ 

(If-, 2 4 -53 ] 'I f) .L (1 " .1 G I 
,, 

.G 0 - .1 0 'f S1 7 A .3 :1. ·~ "" 
I 

To 
sheet ') [ __ 

-

"- .7 



' ' 

PERSONAL LEDGER Name ______ R_o_b_e_r_t __ S_t_,r __ ou_d _____________________ __ Register No. ___ l _7_4_3_1 _ _____ _ 
Form. No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Compt roller General U . S. 
September 26, 1930 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. ____ P_e_n_i_t_e_n_t_i_a_r--'y"------------------------ at Lea venwor th , Ka nsas • 
(KIND oF PENAL INSTITUTION) Shee t # 2 

11 8 OOVJI!RMIIEM'!' PRINTIJIIO OrJ"JOJ !030 7-1776 . 
CREDITS DEBITS 

DATE POSTING PREVIOUS BALANCE INMATE'S 
REFERENCE BALANCE NUMBER 

Cash Earnings Coupons Withdra wals 

Ba l ance 't rought for v ard 15 .86 
fEe 2 5-~ 3 .11 15 .8 6 

~¢.),J .a J• ~~ .81- 15 .0 5 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 
2-32 .7 2 G 1 5 .0 5 1 0 .0 0 ~ 2 5 .0 5 - S1 7 4 .3 1 

MAK 5- ~ 3 .1 9 2 5 .0 5 .6 9- 2 4 .3 6 'f s17 4 .3 1 
Mfl.R 5- .:E 2 .43 !.! 2 4 .3 6 13 .0 0 3 7 .3 6 - S1 7 4 .3 1 
MAR 1 0- ::? 7 5.3 7 3 7 .3 6 1 0 .0 0 - 2 7 .3 6 S1 7 4 .3 1 

MAR 1 5- ?e 3 .2 7 2 7 .3 6 4 .60- 2 2 .7 6 'f S17 4 .31 
MM 2 1 - 31? 3 .3 2 2 2 .7 6 -L 11 .6 3- 11.1 3 7' S1 7 4 .3 1 
MAH 2 9 - 31? 3 .3 8 11 .1 3 .50- 10 .6 3 'f ~1 7 4 .3 1 
MAR 2 9- 31? 3 .3 8 1 0 .6 3 .8 0 - 9 .8 3 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 

APR 6- ~ 2 .6 8 I. I 9 .e. 3 2 .0 0 1 1 .8 3 S1 7 !j . . 3 1 
APR 1 8 - 32 .2 8 1 1 .8 3 .3 0 1 2 .1 37' ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 

A?P 21- ":? 2 .8 0 t.1 12 .1 3 2.50 14 .6 3" S1 7 4 .S 1 
(',pr:. 21- 3:? 77 .95 14 .6 3 1 0 .0 0 - 4 .6 3 T- S1 7 4 .3 1 
A R 2 3- ?..? .8 9 G 4 .6 3 8 .0 0 ~ J~ (>1 12 .6 3- S1 7 4 .3<L 

APR 2 5- _;c 3 .6 1 1 2 .6 3 2 .9 3- 9 .7 0 'f S17 4 .3 1 
APR 2 5- 32 3 .6 1 9 .7 0 1 .04- 8 .6 6 'f s 1 7 4 .3 1 
I 2 0- ~ 3 .8 3 8 .6 6 .6 9 - 7 .9 7 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 
JU 7- 58 3 .9 7 7 .9 7 .6 9 - 7 .2 b 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 

· JUN 8-32 2 4 0 .6 6 7 .2 8 5 .co - 2 .2 b 'f s 1 7 4 .3 1 
JUi'J 3 o-;e 3 9 3 .0 6 2 .2 8 2 .0 0 - .2 8 S1 7 4 .3 1 

JUL --:; - "Z'.') .2 b 2 .0 6 au 2 .3 4- T- s1 7 4 .3 1 
..u. 2 2- 32 . 1 8 u 2.3 4 .8 5 ~ ~ . . 
JUL 2 2- ,3? .1 8 u 6 .00 9 .1 9 =r S17 4 .31 
JUL 2 2 - 32 2 4 5 .0 6 9 .19 5 .0 0- 4 .19.:; S17 4 .3 1 
JUL 3 0-32 6 2 2 .8 0 4 .1 9 .. 1 .0 0-

3 0-32 40 3 .44 2 .0 0- 1 .1 9 = S1 7 4 .3 1 

I 

" / 



L' 

PERSONAL LEDGER Name Robert Strand Register No._~l!LL7t...!:t.ut3.J-J..__ _ ____ _ 
Form No. 1-Cms. 

Form approved by Compt roller General U. S. 
Septem ber 26, 1930 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S. Peni t entia;rl: at LAay:emvo~tb , Kansas 
11. 8 . OOTI:RJfKZM'I' PRINTtlfG ornOJ , 11130 7- 1776 (KIND OF P E NAL INST ITUTION) 

CREDITS DEBITS 

DATE POSTING PREVIOUS BALANCE INMATE' S 
REFERENCE BALANCE NUMBER 

Cash Earnings Coupons Withdrawals 

Balance br·o ght forwar 100 . 77' 

AUG 3- 3l 8 ~ .40 1 0 0 .7 7 5.00-

S17 4 .3 ( AUG 3-31 8 ~ .41 5.00-

AUG 3-3! 7 6.62 2.00- 8 8 .7 7 'f 

AUG 5-31 .3 7 
"' 

8 8 .7 7 2 .60 'u. , 9 ~ .3 7 S17 4 .3 1 

AUG 1 2- 31 .41 9 1 .3 7 5.00 9 6 .3 7 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 

AUG 1 8 -31. .49 9 6 .3 7 1 1 .0 5 
f 9 () .C 0 -

1 0 7 .42=r S1 7 4 .3 1 
AUG j ~- 31 1 .43 1 0 7 .4 2 1 7 .4 2 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

~p · 1 - 31. 4 6 .0 5 1 7 .4 2 1 0.0 0 7 .4 2 S1 7 4 .3 1 
SEP 3- 31 .6 5 M 7 .42 2 ·.og 9 .4 2 · S1 7 4 .3 1 
SEP 4-31 .6 6 M 9.42 2.5 11.9 2 S1 7 4 .3 1 

SEP 5- 31 .6 7 ,, 11 .9 2 5 .0 0 1 6 .92 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 
S'"P 2 3 - ~l .8 3 M 1 G .9 2 t<9~~~ 11 6 .9 2 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 
OCT 5- :"':1 50.0 8 1 :1.6.92 1 0 .0 0 - + 10 6 .9 2 'f S1 7 4 .3 1 
OCT · 1 2-31 1 .9 1 1 0 6 .9 2 1 nn nn- ,... r"". ~ - S1 7 4 .3 1 0 . ...; ...., T 

OCT 31- 3l 1 .2 3 6.9 2 .2 5 
5.0 0 l 

7 .1 7 7 S1 7 4 .3 1 
NOV 1 8 -31 1 1 0 .4 7 7 .1 7 2 .17 S1 7 4 .3 1 
DEC 1 1- _'3'1 1::: "" 2 .1 7 10 .0 0 1 2 .1 7 S1 7 4 . .J ,;; G 

DEC 1 1-31 1 .6 4 M 12 .1 7 1 .0 0 1 3 .1 7 S1 7 4 .3 ..... 
DEC 1 4- 31 1 .6 6 M 1 3 .1 7 10 .0 0 I 

2 3 .1 7 r· S1 7 4 .3 1 
DEC 1 8- 31 6 7 .7 4 2 3 .17 10.0 0 I 1 3 .1 7 S1 7 4 .3 1 
DEC 3 0-31 1 .01 H 1 3 .1 7 1 .0 0 

I 
I 14 .1 7 r S1 7, 4 .3 1 

f 1 2 .20- ' J AN 7 - x 2 .6 6 I 14 .1 7 l .9 7 'T s 1 7 4 .3 1 
I 

J , tJ 11- .'.7? 1 .9 3 t1 1 .9 7 ~; .0 0 

I 

3 .9 '{' . r- Sl 7 4 .3 l 
2 .8 1 3 .9 7 f 3 .11 - .b 6 =r ·S 1 7 4 .31 
2 .2 0 I .8 6 10 .00 

·I 
~ 0 .8 6 'T S17 4 .31 / 

2.2 5 • 10.8 6 15 .00 2 5 .8 6 'T s~ 7 4 .3 ~ 
7 2.9 8 2 5 .8 6 

Forwa rted 

10.0 0 1 5 .8 6 S1 7 4 .3., 

to nex pa ge . 
--



PERSONAL LEDGER 
Form N o. 1-cms. 

__ , ' . ·----
Name ____ R_o_b_e_r_t __ F_. _s_t_r_o_u_d ____________________ __ 

........ , 
. 

Register No. ___ l 7_43_l ______ _ 

Form approved by Comptroller General U. S. 
Septem ber 26, 1930 

Penitentiary, Leavenworth , Kansas. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U. S,. ______________________ at _________________ _ 
'0. 8 . GOV&'IlNllZN'!' PRINTllfO On'Jm. leSO 7- 1776 

DATE 

JUN B- 31 

( ddf:l 1 B: j1 
JUN 1 3- 31. 

JUN 1 5- 31 
JUN 1 5 - 31 

JUN l. 5- 31 
JUN 1 6-31 

JUN 1 6 - 31. 

JUN 1 9- _TI 
JUN 2 2-31 

JUN 2 4 - 31 
JUN 2 4- 31 
JU~J 2 9- :?.l 

JUN 2 9- 31 
. .JUt: ~7 :;~ 

" 3 - 31 
3- 31 

JUL 3 - '7-t _,:.:_ 

J L 3- 3.l 
JUL :1 0- 31 

JIJL 1 4 -31 
JUL 1 6- 31 

JUL 1 6 -31 
JUL 1 6 -31 

JLL 1 7 - .?1 
J L 2 8 - 3 

POSTING 
REFERENCE 

4 

f 
3 

.1 3 
.1 8 

5 
.2 0 

6 
.2 8 

.3 4 
51 .0 5 
51 .0 6 

.4 6 
.9 1 
.59 
.59 

-t-]4(o2, 

6 
.1 4 
.7 7 

6 8 .6 2 
8 .1 0 

.16 
.9 5 

5 

PREVIOUS 
BALANCE 

C/V 

C/lol 

70 .56 

7 9.56 
7 8 .3 6 

C/ IA 7 7 .5 6 
7 8.5 6 
1 8 .5 6 
17 .3 6 

1 6 .3 6 
1 5 .9 6 

15 .3 1 
14 .31 
1 2 .31 

Clf.l 1 0 .3 1 
11 .3 1 

AL 1. 0 .6 5 
11 .1 8 

9.9 3 
6 .9 3 
4.03 

f.l w j_ .9 3 
/ M 3 .9 3 

3 0 3 .9 3 
3 0 2 .4 7 

/'.1 :::; s 0 .4- 7 
3 0 () .7 7 

(KIND O F P E NAL INS T ITUTION) 

CREDITS 

Ca sh 

4 .0 0 
5.0 0 

1.0 0 ~ 

1 .0 0 

.53 

Earnin gs 

2 .0 0 
3 0 () .0 0 ('.{. '. I< R -6 !L 

DEBIT S 

Coupons Withdrawals 
BALANCE INMATE'S 

NUMBER 

.. UN 1- .31 7 0 .56 

1.20-
.8 0-

7 9 .5 6 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 
7 8 .3 6 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 

7 7 .5 6 r S1 7 4 .3 1 
7 8 .5 6 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 

1 8 .5 6 'i' S 1 7 4 .3 1 

120-

.40-

2 .0 0-
2.0 0 

2 .0 0 -l 
3 .o o-r 

2 .00 -
1 .00 -

6 0 .0 0-

1 .00-

.6 5-
1 .00-

.6 6-

1 .2 5-
3 .00 -

1 7 .3 6 'i' S 1 7 4 .3 1 
1 6 .3 6 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 

1 5 .9 6 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 
1 5 .3 1 =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

1 4 .3 1 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 
1 2 .3 1 ;=. S1 7 4 .3 1 
1 0 .3 1 r S1 7 4 .3 1 
1 1 .3 1 r S1 7 4 .3 1 

1 0 .6 5 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 
1 1 .1 8 =r Sl 7 4 .3 1 

9 .9 3 'f ~ 1 7 4 .3 1 
6 .9 3 'f ;) 1 7 4 .3 1 
4 .9 ::3 =r s 1 7 4 .3 j_ 

1 .9 3 'i' S1 7 4 .3 1 
3 .9 S =r S1 7 4 .3 1 

1 .4 6 -
3 0 3 .9 3 'f 31. 7 4 .3 1 
3 0 2 .4 7 'f Sj_ 7 4 .3 1 

2 9 9 .4 7 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 
3 0 0 .7 7 =r Sl 7 4 .3 :L 

2 0 0 .0 0 - 1 0 0 .7 7 'f S 1 7 4 .3 1 



PM~ ' ~/~,;,/l}.,A-;7 4.-k~ 

7~ Af~1 Jl2:47- ;{ kA-~ •. 
d~j f ./fl.l~~4 .#~ ~.-d/,1/th , 

h~~#Adr~/h ~ ~ /6 _ &r'/ 

k.v ~.IJ?Ht/UJJ~/f .2'J tJ/o;¢::;- h 

/jJSS. f ~/f,tw7An4 rk~~./)5-~,L 

.d#;,~~ a/-"»>7 .t2 ~~~~ ar ~h--'74--/"7/:/ 
' 

?7 ;t: .-:? ... .d'"""~jfr.., ""'dry_.. 4>.~ r ~ 
A~.a~~ r1~ 47vzfh/'/b- - . 

d>'i-/ ?n/ ./ m/ ~ ~ k4 //k. 

/k ~h'&~~ c: ~ 
t/n-.i?~~y 

tf041£ Ul71?_J:~,.6t. 

(/ .Yt:w. -5rJ:k~~~t!/ -fl7~- 6~~ 
~ ~~ /.2. . &1hr, ;, 



drs . G. F. ' kefield 
7 Sou h Sixth Street 

Sc.n J se 12, "-' lifomia 

) ) 

- ' -

April 14, 1948 

.!!!:. STR UD, Robert .F. 

Dear Mrs . akefie~d: 

I have r~celved your letter of pril tenth in 
ich ou in uire concernin., the above-named f ormer 

iru a t of t1i · in ti tution. 

The infornation you re est is not available. 

W: -
~ Ctrden .• o~ --
.& v ~ ':u1ce 1 

na ~Fir.EI te. ¥.-.1.~-; ';T.k 
By /?J? ... ... . 

. I 

ery truly yours, 

1NALTER A. HtJNTE..ll 
~i rden 



~1#:./2 -&y v 
A - }t;p/-/-~ d . N#n~ 

ff/Jt4b, -

-

A/lhn# /J. r/ 11--~:z~ -
R~_., ~7J> 1(_ /~~ ,, 



I 

..... -n ~1 -- e· 

. ~:.:: e ·! ;.., 

{ 

J.orr .r· 

( 

Janu ry ? , 1 . 45 

. :,;'.1 

'l'b ia h to . h i "'e y.Jn that :~ t cl ,., • • 
. , S . Pani.J:.ert.:i. ry a tr-~>7• o e 1· 1e ._,o n~ 

.~·o a r e ::0:-~ r :.rir iing y :• 't· l e t · Warder. Johnt>ton t t. t 
i. st. t ution for '.. . r i•·posi t :ion . 

v r., vary t r uly ; 

CC : Al C<}. r ~i 

vVarden·s Office 
TO CENTRAL. FILE 

:te~f.1. 1 .. :~ . .;,::-.. 





Administrative Form No. 66 b 
November 1988 ( 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON 

December 101 1942 

To the Warden, u. s. Pen .:t entiary, Leaven or th, "011saa 

WHEREAs, in accordance with the authority contained in title 18, sections 744b and 753f, 
U. S. Code, the Attorney General by the Director of the Bureau of Prisons has ordered the 

transfer of Robert F. Stroud , 

from the U • S. P.en1 ttm ti~ ry, Kansao 

to the u . S. ?eni tenti ary, Alca.t :ra.z I s l and , California 

Now THEREFORE, you, the above-named officer, are hereby authorized and directed to 
execute this order by causing the removal of said prisoner, together with the original writ of 
commitment and other official papers as above ordered and to incur the necessary expense and 
include it in your regular accounts . 

. And you, the warden, superintendent, or official in charge of the institution in which the 
prisoner is now confined, are hereby authorized to deliver the prisoner in accordance with the 
above order; and you, the warden, superintendent, or official in charge of the institution to 
which the transfer has been ordered, are hereby authorized and directed to receive the said 
prisoner into your custody and him to safely keep until the expiration of his sentence or until 
he is otherwise discharged according to law. 

By direction of the Attorney General, 

Pursuant ??~unto, I ha~e ~his __ )__7:_-£.;-­
day of ~-----• 19 Y , re­
ceived the above-named prisoner as herein 
directed. 

Titl~ ___ it)~ ' 

JAMES V. BENNETT, 
Director, Bureau of Prisons. 

l!'Rti.NJC I..OV.EL ~ ll . 
Act i ng A88tstant D~rector. 

I n ti tutional cla£tdfi.c!ltion 

COPY.-To be left at institution from which prisoner is transferred 
U. S. GOVERNMENT ,.ltlNTING OHI CE 16- 12710 



STANDARD FORM No. 14 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10. 1926 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

TELEGRAM 

WARDEN 
U. S . PENITENTIARY 
LEA VENHORTH , KANSAS 

( FROM ______________________________ __ 

BUREAU-----------------------------

CHG. APPROPRIATION --------------------,-----

1~1723 U, I. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

NEI-T YORK CITY, NEW YORK 
MARCH 13, 1953 

PLEASE VERIFY COLLECT SOON AS POSSIBLE. GUARD ANDREW TURNER KILLED BY ROBERT STROUD 

MARCH 16, 1916 STROUD 1S APPLICATION FOR PAROLE DENIED 1937. 1-lHEN \-lAS STROUD 

TRANSFERRED FROM LEAVEN\>IORTH TO ALCATRAZ 

S .IRLEY BARDEN, COPY EDITOR, COSMOPOLITAN MAGAZI1"E, ROOM 523, 959 EIGHTH A VENUE 

Rec 'd. by phone from WU 
11:00 a.m. fh 

Jr..- ..ij 
/f . ~ 



STANDARD FORM No. 14 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10. 1926 

TELEGRAM', 
OFFICIAL BUSINESs-GOVERNMENT RATES 

COLLECT TELEGRAM 

SHI RLEY BARDEN, COPY EDITOR 
COSMOPOLI TAN MAGAZINE 
ROOM 523, 959 EI GHTH A VENUE 
NEW YORK CITY , NEW YORK 

FROM ______________________________ __ 

BUREAU-----------------------------

CHG. APPROPRIATION -----------------------

1G-17-23 'i' " u"':~a. ~0Y£RNMENT ,RINTING O, ICE 

LEAVENWORTH, KA NSAS 
MARCH 13 , 1953 

RE TEL ALL RECORDS ON ROBERT STROUD I N HANDS OF HARDEN, U. S . 

AWA TRAZ I SLAND , CALIFORNIA 

Phoned vru 11:40 a. m. f.h 
MAR 1 6 1953 

Date ...... , . . ...••• ~ 

LY :l "--------



( L FE / 
W- rl. - ' ~ .9-t 

192 

No. · 74r:r1 Na m e Robert '' F. Stroud 

T e rm L f . Years Months Days . Fine . H e ld . 

M inimum Term .. 

Convicted a t 

R e sidence .. 

6e9a TitHe Lust 

P arole d .. 



Mr. v. H. 1f4Jber 
Bonner Sprin8s 
Kansas 

Dear Mr. eberr 

( 

December 9, 1943 

I have your letter of Dec.t>er 8th regarding the 
poesibili t y of obtaining a canacy for a friend of yours. 

The prisoner who had been raising canaries at thie 
institution is no longer hore. Furthennore, his breeding 
of oanariee &a discontinued some time ago. 

I regret that we can be of no aasistanee to you in 
th1• matter. 

Very truly youre, 

WALT R A. HU ~TER 
Warden 



O RY G O O DS ( 

Warden, 

SHO ES 

WEBER'S 
V. H. WEBER , Prop rieto r 

December t) , '4) 

Bonner Springs, Kansa s 

'ederal ~enetentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

Dear Sir:-

( 

---·-

---

Several years ago the Aaneas 
City Star published an editorial in the Sunday Star of a man 
in your institution who raized canaries. 

I understand that since this 
was published that this man is now at Alcrataz. 

I have a very dear friend here 
in Bonner Springe who has suffered a stroke of paralisie.She 

READY-TO -W EAR 

J 

is a hopeless invalid.In her earlier years she used to raize 
and sell canaries.She loves birds and likes to have them around, 
but dae to her illness she has had to eell them all in order 
to raize enough money to take care of her doctor billa. 

I would like very much to give 
this lady a good canary and l thot possibly you could help me 
out. 

I feel quite sure from what ! hawe 
learned that this prisoner coul d furnish me with the tYPe of 
bird that I em hunting for as I understand that he raized some 
very fine 1 birds. 

Do you suppose you could help me 
get one of his birds of if he has had to dispose of them,maybe 
you could give me some of the names of the people that he sold 
them to and I could contact them. 

I would certainl~appre 
anything you could do for me towards helping t alspr 
ebnehine in this good womane life. Very t dty u 



( ( 

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE VMRDEN 

·November 24, 1959 
TO: Custodial Su}llrviBor 

Re: Robert F o Stroud - #12495-H (Springfield Holdover for U.SoDistrict Court 
D-Kansas) 

Information haB been received from the u. s. Marshal, Topeka, Kansas, that 
a Dap.tty u. So Marshal will arrive here this morning at 9 AM to take the 
above-named holdover into custody for production in Court at Topeka and 
he will be retu d the sans day. Stroud will again be p:.tcked up at 8 AM 
on Wednesday November 25, 1959 and retumed to Topeka for Court proceedings. 

Please arrange to release Stroud to the U. S. Marshal as stated above. 

This notice Yd.ll serve as an order to release Stroud to the .Marshal on 
November 24, 1959 and on November 25, 1959. 

Distribution: 

Warden 
Associate ~ardens ~ 
Custodial Supervisor 
Count Clerk 
Rec &Disch Dept 
Control Room 
Cellhouse 
O. A. Unit 
Record Office 
Comnissa:ry 
Hospital 

/{J·11 It< fed_ 



* 

u. s. Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

( Sta~~J Photograph Here 
HJl.IhTE RELE.;,SE SCHEDULE 1 2- 16- 42 

Date 8 : .30 AM Time f 8 : .30 AM 
TO ALL DEP;~TMENTS CONCERNED: 

Part 
1. 

Part 
z. 

Imnate Robert F . St r oud 
Trans ' er - see b e l ow* 

institution-on De c . 1 6 , 19lt2 .. • ·~--· 

IF W .. (J~TED ST.\.'l'E BY vV.HO:M: 

, No. 17 4.31 , by reason of 
vdll be eligible for r elease from this 

S ER t o P A1c~traz , California . /J ~ 
(sign~ Record Clerk. 

--~._~~----~~---------

Imnate 's Travel I . 
Lea.ve Lcavomwrth _____ ~M Personal~Ft-b":;.,--....;.___ $ __ _......J.:......;..q..L...t;./;J;.:...- __ _ 

lu·rive Destina tion M Authorized Gratuity $ 
Des tina.tion Cash on Release --~$ 

----------------------Routing Check to be Mai led $ 
-----------------

(signed) Agent Cashier 
---------------------- - - - - - - - - --- -- --- - ----- - - - --

Part Certificate of Release, Parole Form 21, Arrival Notice and personal papers 
3e have been delivered to me by • 

Inmate Ho. 
---------~-------------- -----------

Part In order to comply with the release procedures, the above-named inmate vd.ll 
4. on the day previous to release be escorted by the Discharge Office:r or an 

Officer assigned by the Captain, to the depa rtments ed be low· in the order 
most convenient: 

Department 

Chief Medical Officer 
Ma.il Offi cer 
Conunissary Clerk 
Agent Ca.shier 
Supervisor, Classification 
Library 
Educationa.l Department 
Clothing Discharge 

& Parole 

Port On the morning of r e lease the imno.te · will be escort ed by the Dis charge 
5e Officer to tho following departments, at which time tho imnato will execute 

receipts under Part 3 above: 
Depa rtment ·- Employee's Si gm~~ 

Re cord Office 
Captain 's Office 
Agent Cashier 

Received into rr.y custody tho above- ted ris or from tho Warden , ·u. s. Peniten-
tiary, Loavonvvorth, Kttnsas , FOR AND mmER .u\I NER notod in Pn.rt 1. Also r e ceived 
·bho sum of $ , personal f unds of the above-na.mod imnato. 

DATE ---- Sheriff, 
Leavonvvorth, Kansas 

United Skttos Ma.rshal 
District of ------------- -----------------------



The DireCtor 1 Bureau of Prisons 

\-I arden, Leavenworth 

STROUD , Robert, Former Reg. No. 17431-t 

( 

Leavenworth 1 Kansas 
December 2, 19$9 

Enclosed are wo cli ppings ftoan the Kansas C i 1:ijr Ti)nes and Star regarding the 
recent hearings accorded the above named prisonex- before the u. s. District Court 
at Topeka, Kansas . 

l WARDEN'S OFFICE 

, TO CENTRAL FILE 

b 
D£C 1 1919 

• 
--lC=:-===::::=J ._!!::' ~ 

J . C • TAILOR1 
arden 



( 

December 24, 1942. 

WARDEN , 
United States Penitentiar.y, 
lucatraz Island, California. 

In re: Robert F. Stroud, our 

Dear Sir:-

Ye are mailing to you under 

separate coT.er all :Medical, Mail end 

~arole records in the case o~ above-

ne,.med subject. 

CFZ:t 

RespeottullJ, 

For the :arden, 

Carl F. Za.rter, 
Record Clerk. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ( ( 

·office Memorandum .. . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO Warden Tqlor ~ DATE~uly 21,1959 

FROM Carl F., Zarter- Admin1&trative Assistant C & P 

SUBJECT: Robert r~ Stroud, #17431-L 

This has reference to the abow-named inmate transferred to Alcatraz 
on Dec. 161 1942. 

To-4q a teleiilone call was receiftd trora I.Edward Johnson, Assistant, 
u. ~. Attorney, Topeka, .h.ansaa1 stating that he was called to the office 
ot Judge Huxman and asked to call the inati t ,ution to determine if inmate 
Stroud had been transferred here either tor bontinemmt or tor Habeas C~s 
proceedings, ' 

Judge Hu:xman will in the near future iaeue an ord. er .for th~ return of St .. 
and desires that we inform E.Edward Jobn8on1 Aaaiatant u, s. Attomey it ... 
word is receiwd from the lhnau it it is contemplated t.hat Stroud will 
be comni tted here. 'Ibis will ~nate the U. S. Marshal. making '- trip 
to Alcatraz. .. 

Jlr• Johnson stated that ~. K1111per the u. S., Karaha1 at Topeka, informed 
Judge Huxman that he heard from the otficiala at the institution that 
Stroud was being returned here. 

July 2a, 1959 

Carl F. Zarter 
Admin~etrative Assistant 
Classification & Pa~le 

I n a telephone conv ersation wtth Mr . E. Edvm:rd ,Johnso n , Assistant 
u. s. Attorney, Top a<a , Kansas, this mor ni .g , M-r . Jo hns n st· terJ 
he co ntacted Dr. Settle at Springfield ., who ttdvised st;round is ncm 
confined there ; Mr. (Tohnscn f;r\Jat;ed Stroud• s Motion und e:r sect lon 2255 
alleged he \~S placed. i n double jeo};n r1y when t ried the third t:i.me , 
and mad e reference to a rec e nt Supreme Cour t decisi. on in a case t i tled 
Green ItS u,;;;) . 





Hopes Movie 
Will Free 
'Alcatraz 
Birdman' 

. ) 



( ( 

.Ex-Con Here 
: Leav~s 'Rock' 
·At Alcatraz 

. ; EASIER FOR :BIRDMAN' 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)-After 
, 17 years, the "Birdman of Ale• 
traa" has left the rock. 

Robert F . Stroud, 69, was tran• 
(erred from the maximum · secu­
rity federal prison in San Fran­
cisco Bay to the federal mediclll 
center at Springfield , Mo. 

Stroud has known nothing ~ 
the iuide of prison walls sine, 
1908 when he was sentenced to :11 
years for killi~g a Juneau, Alaaka, 
bartender. 

I 
In 1916, at ~avenworth, he 

ki~d a guard m a dining haJJ. 
He ltayed at Leavenworth 
Jut · ~tlober. 

I. He had a laboratory and 22 Jlvf 
'birds at Leavenworth and bectPJii 

,an authority on bird diseases 
Word of his transfer came ft'OIJ\ 

littruud himself in a letter to Stan. 
ley A. Furman, a Beverly Hilll 
attorney who has been working for 
the Birdman's release. 

~ted July 15, the letter r ead: 
l was stopped while going to 

the yard Monday morning (JulY 
3). I arrived here only about four 
hours ago. 

''I have already been told that ' 
I bave the run of my ward haw· 
met ol4 friends, one goin~ ba 
• 1113, and have seen my first 
~ . . 

' 'I 'have twice as much space 
to walk . as I had in the yard at 
Aloatraz. I am out in the wa 
up io 10 p.m. and I have a nig 
call llutton in my room in case 4 

of BJness." 
I ,. 

ID the spring of 1920, President 
· Woodrow Wilson commuted a 
death sentenc.e to life in solitary. 
· At L e a v e n w o r t h he wrote 

"Stroud' s Digest · of Disease ot 
Birds," regarded by many experts 
as the best work on bird pathology 
ever published. 

He was transfer red to Alcatraz 
in 1942. 

Stroud! at Alc,traz, beeame fliJ. 
ent in French, Spaniab and Greek. 

. i CONVICT IS TRANSFERRED ­
FROM ALCATRAZ. 

-
A Happy Change. 

: Robert F: Stroud. in Cells SO 
Ye•r, Now Is at the Spring· 

field Medical Center. Dated July 15, the letter 
read: 

, San Francisco, July 21 .(AP) "I was stopped while going 
·. -After 17 years, the "bird· to the yard Monday morning 

man of Alcatraz' has left the (July 13). I arrived here only 
about four hours ago. 

' rock. "I h,ave already· been told 
Robert F . Stroud, 69, was that I have the run of my 

r transferred from the maxi· ward, have met old friends, 
mum securtity federal prison one going back t o 1913, and 
iil San Francisco bay to the have seen my fir st TV. • 
federal medical center .at "I have twice as mttch 

space to walk as I had in the 
Springfield, Mo. yard at Alcatraz. I am out in 

Inside Since 1909. the ward up to 10 p. m. and I 
Stroud has known nothing have a night call button in JJ'IY 

but the inside of prison walls rooin in case of illness." 
since 1909 when he was sen· In the spring of 1920, Preai· 
~enced to 12 years for killing I! dent Woodrow Wilson com· 
:'a Juneau Alaska, bartender. \1 muted a death sentence to life 

In 19Hl at Leavenworth, he in solitary. 
killed a g~ard in a dining hall. Becomes an Expert. 
He was placed in solitary and .. , At L~ave~worth , he . wrote 
stayed there until last Octo· Stroud s Digest of Diseases 
ber. of Birds," regarded by many , 

He had a laboratory and 22 experts as the best work on 
Uve birds at Leavenworth and bird pathology yet published. 
became an authority on bird He was transferred to Al· 
diseases. catraz in 1952. 
~ Word of his transfer came Stroud , at Alcatraz, became 
from Stroud in a letter to fluent in French. Spanish and 
Stanlye A. Furman, a BeverlY· Greek. 
Hills lawyer who hu been ~-----__:_---~~..-....~ 
working for the birdman's re· 
lease 

(_[ :__ I 7 Lj 3!),~~~ /1 z.. 
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THE KANSAS CfTY TIMES, 

COURT HEARING SET 
HERE FOR 'BIRDMAN' 
Prisoner-Author of Alcatraz 

to Be Before U. S. Judge 
April 27. 

APPEALS RULING ON BOOK 
Issue Concerns Restrictions 

on His Work as an Ex· 
pert on Birds. 

Robert F . .-, the "Bil'd· 
!n . ill Alcatru'' wbo hu been 

of the complaints stemmed 
from the prison bureau's in­
sistence that Stroud, rather than 
his attorn~y, negotiate with the 
publisher. 

Stroud, 73 years old, has been 
a federal penitentiary prisoner 
since 1909, when he was sen­
tenced to 12 years at Leaven­
worth, Kas. , on a manslaughter 
conviction. He killed a man in 
Juneau, Alaska. 

Stroud killed a guard at the ~ 
penitentiary in 1916 and was 
sentenced' to life in prison. He 
subsequently was sent to Alca­
traz, but now is confined at the 
U. S. Medical Center 
.... JJrisaMra 
Mo. 

in .utary confinement 43 A Revlsloa Task. 
years, . will appear at a hearing He R_ublished his first book, 
in U. S. District court here April "Diseases of Can$1'ies ," in 1933. 
27 as the plaintiff in a motion The book written in 1943 was 
for a restraining order for pro- his second sucll contribution. 
tection of property. Stroud has been given permis· 

Judge William H. Becker yes- sion by the bureau of prisons to 
terday set the hearing for 10 revise the book and publish it, 
o'clock at the request of Stroud's subject to certain regulations , 

1 attorney, Stanley A. Furman, Millin said. 
Los Angeles. "Stroud must be subject to 

Issue on Book Work. certain limits and standards of 
Stroud, who has established procedure in order that the ,pris­

• himself as an authority on birds, on system may function effec-
. tively," Millin said. 
1 based his petition on a complaint In his reply brief, Millin· cited 
_ against c e r t a in restrictions cases to question the court's 
pl~ced on him by the bureaq of d' · · 
prisons in the revising of his juris Iction m the matter. 
b k "St d' o· t th F. M. Wilson, U. S. marshal , 

oo • rou s Iges on e said Stroud would be taken to 
Diseases of Birds," written in Leavenworth from the medical 
1943. 

Russell Millin, u. S. center April 26, then brought 
wu bil' ~lel'l~ldiJ~~ here the next day. 
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RIDA Y. SEPTEMBER 16, 1960. 

Stroud Appeal Is Argued. · 
DENVER, Sept. 15.(AP)- pointed counsel for Stroud, 

Attorneys for Robert F. said the third trial was sought 
Stroud who became known as by the government and there­
the bi;dman of Alcatraz dur- fore constituted double jeop-
. f h' 51 ardy. mg some o Is years m 
prison, argued for his release . Initiated by Stroud. 
today before the Tenth u. s. Wilbur G. Leonard ~ U. S. at-

. . torney for Kansas, sa1d Stroud 
Circhutt Court of Appeals. himself . initiate'd the legal 

T ey. contende~ he was maneuvers which led to the 
placed m double Jeopardy b.y third tria!. This, he said, ne­
the governmen~ when . It gated the claim of double 
so.ught and obtamed a third jeopardy. • 
tnal. The court took the appeal 

Prison Guard Slain. under advisement. 
This trial and the two that Stroud, now 70, became a 

preceded it involved charges recognized authority on bird 
of murder stemming from the diseases while a convict. 
slaying of a guara at the He began his interest in 
Leavenworth, Kas., prison in birds at Leavenworth when a 
1920. Stroud was serving a nest of sparrows was blown 
sentence for manslaughter into an exercise yard where 
there at the time. he found them. His research 

He appealed the {irst trial and studies led to his recog­
verdict and was awarded a nition while serving part of 
retrial. He now is serving a his sentence at Alcatraz 
life sent prison. 

Harry Colmery of To- Stroud DOW is at 
peka a urJaa Hudlon Of prison bureau medie 
Fort rt-ap- at Springfield, Mo. 

. -
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By ARTHUR CONKLIN I 
Robert F . Stroud, the ."Bird Man from Alcatraz" lost 

another bid for freedom Thursday in Federal Court ~hen 
Judge Walter A. Huxman turned down his request for im· 
mediate release . 
• 

Judge Huxman ruled that Stroud, who has served more 
th~n 50 yea_rs in pris~n, including about 40 years in 
solitary. confinement, fa1led to establish a legal cause for. 
his release. His only remaining hope is with executive 
branch of the government ~-----------

or "fron1 those having the , 
adrninistration of tho -pen~t 

1 institutions," the judge 
ruled. 

Stroud was convicted in 
J 1909 on a manslaughter 
charge involving the killing 
of a bartender in Alaska; 
he has been in prison since. 
He was sent to McNeil Island 
and from there he was trans­
fered to the federal prison 
at Leavenworth after he 

1 
had been involved in a stab­
bing. On March 16, 1916, he 
fatally stabbed a guard in 
t e dining room of the peni­

. ntiary and a first degree 
1urder charge resulted. 

v * * * '1 HE WAS TRIED three 
1·imes in the Federal Court 
in Kansas. He was convict ed 
on May 22, 1916, and sen­
tenced to death but the U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals on 1 

Dec. 19 of that year set . 
aside the verdict and sent it 
back to the · Kansas court for 
another tri al. 

He was convicted again \ 
May 23, 1917, but the .jury 
did not impose the death 
penalty . He carried the case 
up to the U.S. Supreme Court 

· which on Feb. 4, 1918, sent 
it back for a new trial. 

He was tried and con­
. victed for the third time in 
· November, 1918, and was 
i sentenced to death. He again 

appealed and the U.S. Su­
preme Court affirmed the 

· conviction, Nov. 24, 1919. 
He was sentenced to be 

hanged at the Leavenworth 
penitentiary on April 23, 
1920, but P resident Woodrow 
\Vilson commuted the sen-

' tenca to lif imprisonment ' 
on April 16, 1920, just a week 
before the execution was to 
have been carr ied out. j 

• 

I * * * j TWO DAYS after President 
Wilson had commuted the 
sentence, the U.S. attorney 
general ordered him to serve 

1 

the sentence in solitary con­
finement. 

Stroud remained in soli­
tary confinement at the 
Leavenworth prison until 
Nov. 19, 1942, when he was 
transferred to Alcatraz. He 
has been at the U.S. Medical ! 

I 
Center at Springfield, Mo., 
since last July. 

Judge Huxman held that 
the attorney general's order · 
placing Stroud in solitary 
~onfinement for a long period 
,f time was illegal as it con-

stituted punishment in ex­
cess of that authorized by 
the federal penal code. But 
as he no longer is in solitary 
confinement, it no longer is 
an issue in the case the 
judge ruled. ' 

* * • 
HE ALSO contended that 

he had been placed in double 
jeopardy when placed on 
trial for his life after he had 
been convicted of a lesser 
offense for which he was 
Biven life imprisonment. But 
Judge Huxman quoted the 
U.S. Supreme Court's ruling 
after Stroud's third convic­
t ion to show that argument 
had been ruled out by the Su­
preme Court . 

During his solitary con­
finement at the Leaven­
w~r~h prison, Stroud began 
ra1s1ng canary birds and he 
became recognized as a na­
tional authority on the rais­
ing of canaries. He wrote a 
book on the subject which 
had a wide circulation. 

When he was transferred 
to Alcatraz, he no. longer was 
permitted to raise birds but 
while he was there, he wrote 
a book ''The Bird Man of 
Alcatraz. '' 

When his case was tried, 
Nov. 25, before Judge Hux­
man, ·Stroud indicated that 
if he was released, he would j 
go to California where some 
royalties from his book were 
on deposit for him. He said 
he expected to do some more 
writing. • • 

........... 
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·sTA:"--OARO FoRM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum · uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO D1reotor, BUreau et Priaona DATE: Deo. 10, 19S9 

suBJECT: RolJert F. Strout .. 1249S-B (to:rmer 1?4ll•L) 

Jnoloaed. ia oo PJ' ot letter dat e4 Deoeber 9, 19S9, by 
Wilbur G. Leoaar4, United S~tea Attorn.-, Topeka, Xaneaa, 
ard photoatatio oopy ot ••aol1pp1ng eonoernint: Stroud• • recent 
appeara nce in the u. s . Diatriot Court ot ttaWiaa, at 'l'opeka. 
We note that oopy ot the letter •• forwarded to you by Yr. Leonard. 

ror your 1ntoma t1on, a oopy or Mr. Leonard• a letter, and ot 
the newaollpping ia being aent to Warden R. o . s•t\le, at SJr1nc­
t1eJ.d. wi tb. oopy or 'th1a letter. 

CC: Warden R. o. Settle, 

1. e. Taylor, 
Warden 

llt41oal Center tor Federal Pr1 sonara • 
. Spr1.ogt1eld, 111a.,ur1. 
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

DISTRICT O F KANSAS 

P . o . Box 1127 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 

Dece mber 9, 1959 

Mr. Carl F . Zarter 
Administrative Assistant 
Classification and Paro le 
United tates enitentiary 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

Re : United States v. Robert F . Stroud 
Cr . No. 4287 

Dear Mr . Zarter: 

PHONE a 
C E 3 ·23 21 

As I have indicated to you in our personal discussions , 
newspaper accounts of Judge Huxma n' s comments at 
troud ' s hearing o n November 25 , 1959 , are somewhat 

misleading . 

As you know , this proceeding was had pursuant to 18 
u.s .c. 2255. One of the major contentions was the 
order o f the Attorney General of the United States 
dated April 18, 1920 , directing that Stroud's sentence 
of life imprisonment should be "served in solitary 
confinement in the isolation building withi n the walls 
of the United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth , 
Kansas." 

The Court directed a question to counsel for the 
Government as to whether it was now contended that 
Stroud could be maintained in solitary confinement. 
I a dvised the Court the Government contende d that 
St roud was in no ifferent position than any other 
prisoner and was subject t o the same rules and reg­
ulations and restrictions as other convicted murderers 
serving life sentences . The Court, in substance, 
sta ted that that point was not an issue . 

We then called the Court ' s attent ion to the reporte d 
decis i on of Stroud v . Johnson, 139 F . 2d 171, wherein 
it was indicated that there was no showing that Strou d 
was then being held in solitary confinement. The 
Court was still not satis f ied with ou r representations 
and demanded to know what t he present position o f 
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Mr. Carl F. Zarter December 9 , 1959 

the Government was relative t o the manner in which 
Strou d must serve h i s sentence . 'e a dvised the Court 
that we would not consi der that t he solitary confine­
ment was a part of the sentence and we d i d not claim 
a right to k eep him in confinement. 

Thereupon the Court , in s ubs t ance , s tated it was a 
goo d thing that we t ook this position becau se had it been 
otherwise Stroud woul d walk out of the court room a 
free man . 

The exact exchange betwee n Court and counsel natural ly 
appears in the record . Since we have not obtained a 
copy of it at t h i s time , the foregoing is according 
t o our best reco l lection and bas ed partially u on our 
notes at the time of the hearing . 

It was our distinct im ression that all that Ju dge Hux­
man intended by h is statements was that if the Govern­
ment was of t he opinion tha t Strou d would b e held in 
s ol itary confinement because the Attorney General in 
1920 said that his sentence should be serve d in solitary 
confinement, that the Court woul d consider such a 
s e ntence t o be cruel, unusual and inhuman, but the 
Court went no further than this and has no intention 
of subjecting troud to any special favo rs o r treatment. 

ince our information from o f f icials at the Me dical 
Center is that Stroud has no t been consi dered to be in 
solitary confinement, we attach no s i gnifi c anc e at all 
to statements of the Court. 

We t rus t this explanation may clarify the matter t o some 
extent. If we can be o f additional assistance, please 
call on us. 

Yo truly, 

~ 
WGL: ip 

~ / P1t W 
G. LEONARJ1 
tates At"t/Drney 

cc - 1 r. James V. Bennett , Director 
Burea u of Prisons 
Department of Just ice 
Washington, D. C. 
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le Jeopardy and ~rn.. 
Mellt Error in Penalt~ 11 

Charted in Habea1 Plea. 

By Robert H. Clark. 
I Tile Star'• To]Jek a Corr•~ettl.) 

Topeka, Nov. 25.-A taU 
launt man, who has I pen~ 
more years in solitary confine­
ment than any other prisoner 

1 in United States penal history, 
·sat before a federal judge 
1 here today in what may be his 
'last bid for freedom. 
' Attired in a drab gray pr 
· 10n suit, the prisoner, Robe 

. Stroud, 69, known as th 
BUdman of Alcatraz," lis 

ened intently to the habea 
c~rp~s proceeding. The he 
ing was before Jud~e Walt 
A. Huxman of the Unite 
States Circuit Court of A 
peals. · 

Canary Hobby in Cell. 
Stroud, tran·sferred here f 

the hearin,g from the Unit 
States M e d i c a I center a 
Springfield, Mo., spent nearl 
40 ~rs in solitary confine 
ment in the federal prisons • 
Leavenworth , Kas ., and Alca 
t;rtz. He passed much of Ui 

riod raising canaries in hi 
.1.1'''~' .. ~~~ studying their hi 

and beComing a noted an 
l'l.urNit~tlv.ree~gnized authority 

· ts and their cure 
was sentenced 

sonment after thre 
r the fatal messhal 

,.,.,., ....... ·n.J of Andrew F. 
, t Leavenworth priso 

gllatd', in 1915. 
·Pri on authorities were s 

· H.red they ntled h 
hould' spend the rest of hi 

life in selitary. And he live 
that strange existenee unt' 
shortly before bein§ trans 
ferred to Springfield thil 
year. 

Aid by Voluntary Group. 
His case has received th' 

attention.,. argefy tbrougll th 
e rt nf a RoUP Qf vola 

taey worie~s Q in .his behalf. 
The workers formed a group 

~ k n as the "Committee for 
· the· ReI e a s e of Robert 
:Stroud." Part of the group's 
• work was pub 1 i cati on of 
· Stroud 's life story. 

Judge Huxman said at the , 
sta · of the hearing today he 
pliliJted to take the case 
under advisement and stu<tf 
it carefully before ruling. 

The jurist added , howevef.j 
tbat banishment to solital'J 
colfftnement was a vio lation 
of the Eighth amendm (!nt to 
the U. S. Constitution and if 
Stroud again is subject~d to 
that punishment "he will walk 
out a free man ." 

Representing Stroud at the 
hearing was Harry W. Col· 
mery, court-appointed ToJeka 
lawyer. The government's 
case was presented by Wilbur 
G. Leonard , United States at­
tor-oey for Kansas. 

Eases Up on "Solitary." 
Leonard said the govern­

ment no longer contended it 
had the right to impose soli­
tary confinement as part of 
Stroud 's sentence. 

St,roud was serving a 12· 
year sentence at Leavenworth 
on conviction of a 1909 man­
:salughter charge in Alaska 

:· when the fatal stabbing OC· 

curred. He was tried and sen· 
tenced to death at the f st 
trial, but a reversal was won. 
At the second trial Stroud was­
convicted again , but a li fe sen 
tence was ordered. 

The government appealed 
that verdict, and at a third 
trial in 1918 Stroud was sen• 
tenced to be hanged. Efforts 
by Str.Jud 's late mother, in­
clu6hti a personal appeal o 
Presidemt Woodrow Wilso , 
brought a commutation to life. 
But government officials ell· I 
raged that the slayer of a 
guard should not be hanged, 
decreed solitary. 

A ~If-Defense Claim. 

! Stroud crHmHtea tt1e .,1 ;rwg, 
which occ rred in full view of 

(Continued on Second Pay o.J 

- I 
A STROUD FREEDOM BID to . present opinions in their 

brtefs on two main qnstioJII: 
(Cr:mtinued From Ffrlt Page.) (1) Whether a federal jury 

hundreds of other inmates, but alone has the right to set a 
said he acted in self defense. sentence, once it reaches a 

In opening his client's argu- verdict; (2) Whether o e jury 
ment today, Colmery said no verdict can be set aside and a 

· federal official should elab- person be tried on the ·ame 
· orate on a jury verdict in fix· offense and given a ireater 
' ing punishment, and th~t the penalty, 

government had been Without "There are features in the 
power to impose solitary con- case that challenge the imagi­
finement. nation and even sh~k the 

For that reason, the attor· court," the jurist told the at'· 
ney argued the government torneys. "But what is done • 
erred, and that S!roud served done." 
!learly 40 years without speak- He added great consictera· 
t~g to. any other perso.ns tha~ tion should be given to a de­
bts pns?n guards and Immedi· termination of whether a pris· 

· ate famlly. oner takes at his own 
Colmery also argued th~t the challenging of a vefdiet 

stroud had been placed m d th bJ. cls bimaeU to 
double jeopardy as the r esult an us su e In 
of the successful govern•nent a more severe s:nt.ence a 
appeal and subsequent death subse~uent heanng on the 
sentence after the second trial same Issues. . 
verdict of life imprisonment. Stroud peered Intently at 

After the oral arguments ?oth the attorneys and the · 
Judge Huxman gave each at· Judge thro~gh me~·rimJJMCI 
torney 15 days in which to file glasses dunng today 1 sesaion. 
b · f f h. T Long a sufferer fr"' a 
ne s supp?r mg IS posi wn. stomach ailment, he asked and 

ae also sal_d he would ~el· was given a raw hamburger 
come an appeal to the Umted and three apples before the 
s_tates ~upr:me . cour_t by the hearing began. 
stde losmg m his rulmg: -=--~--+----

"This is one of the 1:1ost NIXON TO LEAD PARADE. 
difficult and important que~- P~sadenai Calif. ,~ov. 25.(AP) 
tions that evef has been raised -VIce-Prest~e~t ~1xon will be 
in this court,~ Jud,. BUxman grand marshal of the 7llt ~ew 
explained. Year's day Rose parade, it was 

He ins~ructed the attorneys announced toc11y. 
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Stroud Appeal Is Argued. · 

/DENVER, Sept. 15.(AP)- pointed counsel for Stroud, 
Attorneys for Robert F. said the third trial was sought 1 

Stroud who became known as by the government and there- / 
the bi;dman of Alca'traz dur- fore constituted double jeop- . 
. f h' 51 . ardy. I mg some o Is years m 
prison, argued for his release . Initiated by Stroud. 
today before the Tenth u · s Wilbur G. Leonard, U. S. at-

. . . · · · torney for Kansas, said Stroud 
Circmt Court of Appeals. himself . initiate'tl the legal 

They. contende~ he was maneuvers . which led to the 
placed m double JeOpardy b_y third tria!. This, he said, ne­
the governmen~ when . It gated the claim of double 
so_ught and obtame-d a third jeopardy. 
tnal. The court took the appeal 

Prison Guard Slain. under advisement. 
This trial and the two that Stroud, now 70, became a 

preceded it involved charges recognized authority on bird 
of murder stemming from the diseases while a convict. 
slaying of a guard · at the He began his interest in 

. Leavenworth, Kas., prison in birds at Leavenworth when a 
1920. Stroud was serving a nest of sparrows was blown 
sentence for manslaughter into an exercise yard where 
there at the time. he found them. His research 

He appealed the {irst trial and studies led to his recog- · 
verdict and was awarded a nition while serving p_art of · 
retrial. He now is serving a his sentence at . Alcatraz 

· life. . se· " . -;~ '',:;"'~.· ··•''!: · .:·: , . prison. . . . · . _ .. . 
· .· l{,arey~ ·:· · ~e.ey;~e;r;:.t~ Strdud ·11ow' is . at t ,. ,s j 
P'ekac a · ~ · ~·$.' (~~f.~f:'!1tison bUreau '·meaie · .riter · 

ott . :.,:· ·.~~~,. . tt;ap, : .~t Springfield, Mo . . · ;~ ' 
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Impenitent killer Robert Stroud, who • 
IS famed 

for bird treatise, sees new hope for freedom 

by PAUL O 'N EIL, LIFE Staff Writer 

IN federal penitentiaries, as in those little 
cellblocks of circumstance in which we 

aU serve time, most men conclude that con­
formity is synonymous with common sense. 
The man who stoops to su rvive is encouraged 
by a world which offers rewards to stool pi­
geons and asks only that a convict stay quiet­
ly behind his bars. If defiance in adve rsity is 
the final , ennobling duty of the human spirit, 
there are few noble so uls in prison- or few, at 
any rate, who do not finally su rrender, die or 
lose their minds under the thud of the long 
gray years. 

Here is the story of Robert Stroud- impeni­
tent killer, convict, scholar, scienti st, noncon­
ormist--who hr;s survi'led on his ovm te rm s. 

Few numans in ahy age have been held in 
prison as long as Stroud , who has now spent 
more than 50 years continuously behind wa lls, 
all but a few months of those years in tough , 
heavily guarded institutions- McNeil Island , 
Leavenworth and Alcatraz. It is doubtful that 
anyone since the Man in the [ron Mask has 
lived out his life in the kind of isolation which 
Stroud has survived. Fo rty-three of those 50 
gray years have been spent in solitary confine­
ment (or "administrative segregation," as the 
Federal Bureau of Pri sons prefers to call it) 
during which he has eaten alone in his cell, 
has never mingled with the prison population 
and has been denied, for years on end, the 
privileges of the prison exercise yard . He has 
become, as a result, a sort of invisible man . 
All but a few who remember him as a stripling 
of 19 in 1909- the year he went to prison- are 
dead. For the last 18 years he has been allowed 
only one regular visitor, a brother. Except for 
two lawyers no other callers have been permit­
ted to see him. His correspondence is limited 
and, as with all prisoners, hi s mail is censored. 

Stroud has not spent his decades in prison 
without reason. He has killed two men: a bar­
tender named Charlie Dahmer, whom he shot 
in Juneau, Alaska in 1909, and a prison guard 
named Andrew F. Turner, whom he stabbed 
to death at Leavenworth Penitentiary in 191 6. 
H e i1 as lived his life in solitary as specific pun­
isn ment for killing the guard. When be knifed 
Turn er, Stroud st ruck at the very basis of the 
pe .: ~1 l system- the harsh discipline by which 
herds of bored, resentful and sometimes des­
perate men are controlled in overcrowded pen­
itentiaries. After failing in three attempts to 
get him hanged, both the Attorney General of 

the U.S. and prison officialdom resolved that 
he should live the rest of hi s days as an object 
lesson to other recalcitrant convicts. 

Time and rigorous censorship of the Stroud 
case makes it extremely difficult to weigh his 
crimes. One can only plow through old trial 
records, old letters and faded newspaper clip­
pings in an attempt to decide whether they 
were committed under extreme provocation 
(as Stroud claims) or were (as the government 
in sists) simply exercises of cold, premeditated 
vengeance. Time, however, has not altered the 
prison bureau's attitude toward Stroud . .The 
average life sentence runs but I 0 years, and 
even so controversia l a murderer as Nathan 

- ;_..,eo.pol~- as freed after 34 years. But tl ough 
. ; ... ,. J•' , " • • 

Stroud has engaged m surpn smg feats of self-
rehabilitation , it seems doubtful that the gov­
ernment will ever voluntarily set him free . 

An iron stoicism 

STROUD has never begged for quarter and 
has never .expressed the slightest contri­

tion for his crimes. He has borne a wasting 
di sease and the endless indignities of prison 
routine with iron stoicism. He has not raised 
a hand to another man since J 916 and has de­
voted himself for 40 years to th.e passionate 
development and exercise of a remarkable in­
tellect. Since the publication five years ago 
of Thomas E. Gaddis' study of the Stroud 
case, Birdman of Alcatra.t., thousands of people 
have written from all over the world to ap­
plaud both hi s courage and his accomplish­
ments. The most noted of his achievements is 
Stroud's Digest of the Diseases of Birds, which 
he wrote after 20 years of study and experi­
ment with canaries in hi s cell at Leavenworth, 
and which is the most authoritative and com­
prehensive work on this subject ever published. 
But though he became eligible for parole in 
1937, and though his case has b.een reviewed 
23 times in the last 23 years, there has never 
been any suggestion that the Federal Board of 
Parole has ever se riously considered his release. 

Stroud maintains that he "could have been 
out of here years ago" if he had ever stooped 
to bootlicking. But he would seem, literally, 
to prefer death . "1 am neither a moron no r 
a sycophant, the only types they conceive 
worthy," he wrote in one letter, "but a man 
of strong character who in 50 years has not 
been broken and who cannot be broken. I am 
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STUDYING HIS CANARIES, hundreds of which he kept in his Leaven-_. 
worth cell, Stroud pursued the research which won him nationwide renown. 
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STROUD CONTINUED 

still Prometheus and I can endure ... to the end if necessary." Stroud, 
the stir-wise old con, has lived with prison regulations for half a life­
time, but Stroud the defiant individualist has engaged, decade after dec­
ade, in a remorseless contest of wills with the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons, James V. Bennett. 

Stroud has never ceased trying to use public opinion to wring conces­
sions from his jailers. He has got his name into the newspapers with 
embarrassing frequency and has managed, at times, to outwit and defeat 
the whole U.S. prison system. Most of his triumphs have been short 
lived, but his impulse to dominate rather than be dominated has re­
mained unquenched. Bennett has been forced for 30 long years to deal 
with Stroud's complaints, to answer letters from irate bird lovers ("Bird 
b rains! Bird brain s!" he some-
times exclaims), to endure interro­
gation from the press and to 
compose letters to congressmen 
and senators about "the man who 
raised the canaries in his cell." One 
is impelled to wonder whether 
Stroud has not, with the weapon 
of his terrible endurance, inflicted 
some subtle and nagging wound in 
the heart of his jailer during thi s 
endless, one-sided struggle. 

,: . 

-

-is really quite as black and white as this might make it sound. Unques­
tionably Stroud has been a difficult and troublesome prisoner. He is also 
one of the most cantankerous old men alive in the world today. He in­
sists, for instance, that parole would violate his right to free and uncon­
ditional pardon and has sworn to refuse it if it is ever offered to him, 
although he is now 70 and the marks of prison lie heavily on him. 

Stroud is a tall (6 feet 3 inches), bald and emaciated being who wears 
old-fashioned steel spectacles. He suffers from a chronic kidney ailment 
and a type of arteriosclerosis which causes him pain in hi s hands and 
feet. He read s Cicero and Baudelaire in the original Latin and French, 
but he speaks with an old lag's defensive caution-softly, and with no 
perceptible movement of the lips. At Alcatraz he formed the habit 

• 
' ' ' ; 
' . *' ' 
' 

., 

of grasping his barred door while 
talking, and rocking himself end­
lessly back and forth like a be­
mused zoo chimp. He is a food 
faddi st who believes that meat, fi sh 
and vegetables should all be eaten 
raw and is convinced that the two 
greatest killers of all time are " the 
milk cow and the cookstove." But 
neither his ego, illnesses nor eccen­
tricities have prevented his viewing . 
himself with merciless detachment. 

Bennett, an assured, pleasant 
lawyer of 65, is sometimes hailed 
as the most enlightened penologist 
in U.S. history. He is, without 
question, the most successful of 
the prison reformers- an able ad­
ministrator who has utilized tech­
niques and ideas which earlier and 
less practical penal theorists were 
incapable of putting into practice. 
He has not only molded the fed­
eral prison system into the image 
of the New Penology, which pro­
poses to classify and rehabilitate 
rather than punish criminals, but 
has set a powerful example for the 

PRISON DIRECTOR James V. Bennett, shown in his Washington office, 
has been personally concerned with Stroud's fate for almost 30 years. 

"I do not want yoLl to get the 
idea that Stroud is in any sense a 
liero or a genius," he wrote as guid­
ance at the time 20th Century-Fox 
was planning its picture about him. 
"He is neither. He is ·an unfortu­
nate human being who got off in 
life on the wrong foot, almost from 
birth ; a criminal, a murderer, a 
man who has done many evil, 
shameful and terrible things and 
has suffered terrible punishments. 
He is a pronounced egotist. The 
one outstanding thing about him 
is that he has been a fighter from 

state prisons to follow. He is, by all accounts , a decent and honorable 
man. But his handling of the Stroud case and his reaction to Stroud 
himself raise questions indeed , when viewed against this solid back­
ground of balance and achievement. 

Bennett refuses to allow anyone access to the bureau's records of the 
case, refuses to di scuss it for publication or to allow any employe of 
the federal system to do so . Above all, he refuses to allow any contact 
with Stroud, although he will disparage the old prisoner at length once 
be has exacted the protection of a no-quotation agreement. He does his 
level best to prevent publication of anything concerning Stroud-and 
often succeeds. (Simultaneously, although he holds that the bureau's 
files are "confidential," he offers every cooperation on stories or pictures 
about "more interesting" convicts.) Bennett maintains, in justification, 
that he is duty bound to take thi s attitude toward a troublemaker like 
Stroud out of simple justice to the majority of 22,000 federal prisoners 
who have vanished behind walls "without a trace. " But he also refuses 
to discuss his own important part in the Stroud case. It would be impos­
sible to describe it, in fact, if he had not left behind him , over the years, 
unqualified statements about the old prisoner which a patient reporter 
can collect and, in good conscience, u se. 

Bennett's most recent suppression of the Stroud story occurred in 
1958 in Los Angeles when he dissuaded executives of 20th Century-Fox 

;:-: from doing a motion picture which was to have been based on Gaddis' 
book and which might have yielded Stroud the first important money 
of his life. Bennett was frank to say that he had done everything he 
could to prevent the New York publishing firm of Random Hou se from 
bringing out the book. He warned the Fox people "for their own good" 
that they should not risk the movie since they did not know the truth as 
he knew it. He insisted, without specifying, that the Gaddis book was 
"a pack of lies" and denied the company access to any federa l prison, 
although offering to cooperate on some more suitable picture. 

When Producer Jack Cummings asked his opinion of Stroud's intel­
lect, Bennett answered, "I find him rather dull. Oh, he's cunning." When 
questioned about Stroud's accomplishments, he said, "He amused him­
self with those canaries." When the worried moviemakers felt impelled 
to check on Stroud's sanity (Bennett has refused to release a report on 
Stroud made by famed Psychiatrist Karl Menninger after an extended 
interview with the prisoner one day at Alcatraz) , he replied, "The old 
man is not psychotic but he is getting senile. " 

But little about the Stroud case-or what is visible of the Stroud case 
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the day of his birth . He has always 
fought against heartbreaking odds and without the advantages of prep­
aration for the battle of life. So ... though Stroud is as devoid of 
conventional morals as a chicken is of teeth , hi s story contains one great 
moral lesson. Man can die , but he can never be a slave until he himself 
accepts slavery." 

This is not to say, however, that Stroud blames himself for his crimes. 
He is convinced that his nature was disto rted in childhood by a warping 
and unnatural possessiveness on the part of his mother, Elizabeth, and 
that the "evil, shameful and terrible" things he did were inevitable 
"since no God ever made a man to be a coward ." A s a boy in Seattle, 
he was withdrawn and quiet and had an obsessive compass ion for weaker 
creatures-his little brother Marc, stray dogs and cais. But he also had 
an instinct for violence. At the age of 10 when his father knocked him 
down, "I came up out of the dirt with a rock in each hand. The first one 
hit him in the chest hard enough to break two ribs. He treated me with 
respect after that." 

A rival's ultimatum 

AT 13 he ran away from home, turned hobo and eventually made his 
way to Alaska. At 18- tough, gangling, ignorant, repressed-he 

met Kitty O'Brien , a full-fleshed, shopworn saloon hustler of 36. Kitty 
took him in , nursed him through an attack of pneumonia, and shared 
her bed and earnings with him. Then, one cold night in 1909, a man 
named Charlie Dahmer anno unced that he was replacing Stroud in 
Kitty 's scheme of life. Dahmer, a Russian-born rough-and-tumble fight­
er of note, also gave her a savage beating to dissuade her from any 
sentimental rese rvations. 

"Kill him ," sa id Kitty when Stroud came back to their furni shed 
room. Charlie Dahmer's fate-and Stroud's-was sealed in that mo­
ment. Stroud stared at Kitty 's blackened eyes, reached into a drawer in 
which she kept a .38-caliber pistol, walked down the street and bought a 
box of cartridges. Dahmer's shack was empty. Stroud waited inside, and 
when Dahmer got home, Stroud shot him dead. Then he walked to the 
U.S. marshal' s office and turned himself in. To save Kitty standing trial 
as his accomplice, he pleaded guilty to manslaughter. 

"From my sixth year," Stroud has written , "I have never had any fear 
of death, probably because most of my life has been so miserable. " But 
iffreedom was misery, McNeil Island near Tacoma was worse. Prisoners 
wore stripes, the silence system (no talking at meals or at work) was 
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New standards 

provide dependable 

heating. wiring 

and plumbing in 

Mobile Homes 

The seal above means a new assurance of com­
forta ble , up-to-da te living in mobile homes. 
You 'll find this seal on the homes built to the 
new standards for heating, wiring and plumb­
ing, which have been developed by the Mobile 
H omes Manufacturers Assn. and the Trailer 
Coach Association of the West. Look for the seal 
on mobile homes*- be sure of dependable con­
struction. Here is what the standards give you : 

• Efncient heating and air-condit ioning sys­
tems in any climate are provided through 
regulations on furnaces, ventilation, fuel 
supply and piping, water heating. 

• Safe, dependable wiring for lighting and ap­
pliances, even at peak loads, is a ssured 
through standardized wiring methods. 

• Sound, trouble-free plumbing is provided 
through the standards for sanitary plumbing 
connections, water supply, drainage, quality 
of fixtures, pipes and pipe ventilation. 

• 

•west Coast manufacturer 
members of Trailer Coach 

Association will accept 
the regulation C alij ornia 

Division of II ousing Ap­
proval insignia instead. 

BROTHER Marcus, now sales ex­
ecutive, lives in Sacramento, Calif. 

STROUD CONTINUED 

MOTHER, supported by Stroud 
from sales of birds, died in 1938. 

enforced, and inmates were often handcuffed to their cell doors as 
punishment. Stroud had expected a light sentence but had got the 
maximum term allowed by statute : 12 years. He was a recalcitrant and 
bitter prisoner. When a stool pigeon reported him for stealing food, he 
jammed a kitchen knife into the man, lost his chance ofparole and was 
shipped off to Leavenworth, the "tough joint" on the Kansas prairie. 

Leavenworth's knife-packing prisoners lived by a jungle law of 
their own. Its guards enforced a harsh but uneasy discipline by re­
course to "snitches," the "hole," the 25-pound ball and chain, and 
hardwood clubs which were mandatory equipment on duty. Stroud 
endured the dismal prison routine, endless meals of "Billygoat stew" 
and the painful beginnings of Bright's disease without complaint, al­
though he wrote "mother darling" that he thought of "ending it all." 
But on Saturday, March 25, 1916- seven years after he began his 
sentence- he came back to his cell and found something which made 
his "breast chock up with emotion." It was a basket of fruit from his 
brother Marc, who had come all the way from Alaska to see him and 
had been turn ed away becau se of a ban on weekend visitors. 

Marc proposed to call again in a few days . Stroud, nevertheless, 
burned with resentment, and that night at supper he muttered indig­
nantly to the man beside him. This was a clear violation of the silence 

·system. Guard Andrew F . Turner, a muscular, bespectacled Arkan-
san, was standing immediately behind him and instantly called, "Give 
me your number." Stroud froze, but dutifully intoned: "Eight one 
five four." His visiting privileges, he knew, would be withdrawn if the 
guard reported him to the warden, and Stroud ~pent a sleepless night. 

As Turner passed in the mess hall at noon the next day, Stroud 
raised his hand and when the guard nodded, rose and demanded, 
"Turner, did you shoot me?"- i.e ., report me. The conversation was 
virtually lost in the clatter of dishes and the so und of the prison brass 
band at the end of the big hall playing a song en titl ed In Paradise. The 
men faced each other for a few seconds. Then, according to a witness, 
Stroud "with a sinuous and undulating motion" pulled a knife from 
the lining of his blue dress coat and thrust it in to Turner's chest "two 
and a half inches from center." Blood gushed from the guard 's mouth 
and nose, and while 1,100 startled convicts stared in fascination, he 
toppled, dying, to the floor. 

'Lack of news' 

DEAR FATHER," Stroud wrote thereafter, "I will drop you a 
few lines .... Things have been somewhat upset here fo r me 

of late- March 26 I got up from the table at the noon meal and had 
a littel talk with the guard who was standing in the aisle- The guard 
took sick and died all of a sudden- He died of heart trouble- I guess 
you would call it a puncture of the heart- Anyhow there was a 
knife hole in it- They are holding me for murder- My case goes 
befor the grand jury next Wensday and I shall try to get a trial at 
once. I have never give any reason for doing it so they won't have 
much to work on only that I killed him and that won't do much good 
for I will admit that- Well, father, I will have to close for lack of 
news. Your loving son. R. F. Stroud." 

Stroud was encouraged to write to anyone he wished. None of 
his letters left the prison. Each was extracted from the prison mail , 
opened, and filed away to be used against him. Before and during his 
three trials, which extended over three years, the government took 
many other extraordinary measures to ensure his execution. One 
judge ruled that the testimony of a convicted criminal was inadmis­
sible. This denied the defense any case at all, but the prosecution uti­
lized the ruling handsomely by handing seven prisoners unconditional 
pardons for taking the stand against Stroud. In two trials the defense 
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DRAWINGS BY STROUD, among 240 which he made for his Digest, 
showed canary suffering from baldness (top), molt (right), rickets (bottom). 

STROUD CONTINUED 

did manage to elicit scraps of testimony that Guard Turner was a 
tough screw who believed Stroud was "dogeyeing" him and needed 
"a club wore out on his head." But the defense was barely able to 
suggest a rumor which, true or false, every convict believed: that 
Turner had been transferred from Atlanta to Leavenworth because he 
had clubbed a prisoner to death. (This rumor, it should be added, is 
vehemently denied by Turner's widow, who still lives, still clips news 
articles about Stroud, and still believes the man who caused her to 
raise two sons in poverty has gone too long unhanged. ) 

Each trial, however, really turned on a more important question: 
had Turner raised his club to hit Stroud over the head before he was 
stabbed? The defense insisted he had. But three Kansas juries decided 
not- perhaps because they were unable to disbelieve John M. Purcell, 
captain of the guards. Purcell testified that Turner had held his club 
tucked between his left arm and his body at the moment Stroud 
knifed him. He went on to tell how "Mr. Turner then turned deathly 
pale and wavered and raised his right hand a little [to signal Pur-
cell] and then reached around with it to get the club ... and got 
it out ... " and how "Stroud grabbed at the club ... and looked 
Mr. Turner right in the eye ... "and finally how "Mr. Turner tipped 
forward ... and pitched down on his face in the aisle." 

Stroud appealed-after hi s first trial (the judge had neglected to in-
• form the jury that it could specify a life sentence if it wished), stub-

bornly appealed after the second (although the jury had specified a 
life sentence), and after the third trial was sentenced to be hanged. 
But seven days before the execution date Leavenworth resounded to 
a dull, rhythmic and triumphant sound- convicts pounding in uni­
son on bars and pipes. Woodrow Wilson had commuted Stroud's 
death sentence to life impri sonment. 

A cramped new world 

THUS, at 30, Stroud found himself inhabiting a world precisely 
12 feet long and six feet wide. His bare, roughly plastered "segre­

gation" cell contained a cot, a toilet, a washbowl and assorted resident 
cockroaches. A dim 25-watt electric light dangled from a cord in the 
ceiling. A small, barred window admitted daylight at one end . Stroud 
seemed relieved to find himself there. 

His mother, who had moved to Kansas, had spent her life savings 
in "my Robbie's" defense and had won him the presidential commuta­
tion, did her best to have him removed from solitary and transferred 
to Atlanta. Stroud refused any part of the scheme- he was coldly cer­
tain some stool pigeon would try to kill him. He was also becoming 
aware, through extension courses in mathematics and astronomy, that 
he was the possessor of an unusual intellect, and he had begun to be­
lieve it might be the key with which he could re-enter the world of men . 

Two newly hatched sparrows shortly lent feverish purpose to his 
monastic existence. He picked them up under a broken branch in the 
prison yard (to which he was admitted alone for exercise periods), 
took them to his cell, raised them and taught them tricks. At a signal, 
they would roll over on his cot and play dead. He started raising ca­
naries and then, with his mother's assistance, sold them on the outside. 
The rotting idleness of a lifetime- or even a year- in solitary has 
driven many men to madness, but Stroud found himself working and 
studying 14, 16, even 20 hours a day. Keeping even a few birds in a cell 
taxed all his ingenuity. He was forced, at first, to collect bugs and flies 
simply to feed them. But eventually, with the somewhat indifferent 
sanction of the authorities, he had 300 canaries in an airy complex of 
cages hand built from sliced-up cigar boxes. Eventuall y, too, he had 
almost a half ton of scientific equipment jammed into his cell. 

When birds fell sick he struggled, often unsuccessfully, to cure 
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them. Thi s failin g, he di ssected them- with no mo re i 
the beginning, than hi s fin ge rna il s- and attempted to u 
fi nd cures for ailments which hi s gove rnment handbooks d. 
to ex pla in. In the process he soaked up eno rmous d ra 
lea rnin g : pharmacology, chemi st ry, medicine, bacter i 
read , he g rew horrifi ed at h is own semi -illiteracy and 
in Engli sh usage and syn tax . Li vin g with his bird s 24 
sha rpened hi s powers of observa tio n, and as he ~· · 
meth od a nd scientifi c detachment, he began disco ve ri 
kind of scientific ins ig ht. 

... 

rses 
a day 
enti1ic 

imself a 

" T he fo rce of desperatio n produced ideas," he wro 'that any 
med ical man would have pronounced a bsurd. " M any o6:,mem were. 
But ma ny of them wor ked. He began ma rketing th em com{D,FCially as 
we ll as hi s canaries . Stroud's Effe rvescent Bird Sa lts, troud s Special 
Presc ri ption a nd Stroud 's Salts No. 1 became wid ely i1 ics 
for diseases of birds. St ro ud accumulated an an · . type-
write r, learned to use it, a nd wrote numberless 
jou rna ls. Simulta neo usly he ma inta ined a co rres p 
owners a nd breeders. By 1930 he was mak ing m 
port hi s mother, a nd R obert Stro ud , Box 7, Leaven 
A merica's supreme a utho rity on the care and 
a nd ot her caged bird s. 

nary 
2,000 

. 
nanes 

Jn 193 1, h owever, as a prelude to th e organi za · of 
pri son indu stries, convicts we re fo rbidden to en bu si· 

• 

ness of any kind. Stroud was give n 60 days to get r . He .._/ 
put a piece ofpape r in hi s typewri te r a nd fo rth with yea rs' 
war with the federa l government. " 1 know tha t if yb of the 
thousands of bird breeders Robe rt Stroud has h · ugh the 
years," he wro te, "you will be interested in thi s I ~ . r . . . the ·man 
who bend s low over h is typewriter every night unti '3 . ~ . to help 
you .. . is himself a bi rd in a cage, a convict ~er ing ijl Life sente nce 
in solita ry co nfinement. . .. " H e went on to • t a heartless 
bureaucracy was a bou t to ro b him of h is 

The cu lt of the cana ry has bee n superseded t mi ght be 
described as palship with pa rakeets, but it was n f reemason -
ry in the 1920s and early 1930s and most of i med inca-
pable of believing ill of a man who loved a bi a dumpy, 
m iddle-aged wid ow named Dell a May Jones, d' s let-
te r ou t of the prison and had tho usa nds of co pi<; e~ Sr~ ~ i rd fanciers 
across the country. The repercussio1~s wer: astol!l:;,~_1 ~---

The bureau retreats 

BlRD lovers hu rr ied to newspapers in own by 
a ro used brigades to write to Was hin red co n-

gressmen descended upo n the hapless reformers in new burea u o f 
pri so ns. I n the face of thi s uproar the bureau hastily too k a new tack : 
Stroud, it announced, would be a llowed to keep h is bird s if he would 
agree to turn hi s profits over to a fund for prisoners a nd accept a sa la­
ry from the pr ison system fo r extra duties perfo rmed . " Socia li sm !" 
cried Stro ud , a nd refused. James V. Bennett, a t that ti me 37 and a 
newly a ppointed ass ista nt d irecto r of the burea u, was then di spatched 
to Leavenworth to nego ti a te directly with the priso ner. Stro ud fl a tl y 
refused to coopera te with him. Eventuall y, to its hideous embarrass­
ment , the prison system was fo rced _into a long li st of concessions : 
Stro ud was gi ven two ce ll s with a connecting doo r, new la bora tory 
equipment , new spectacles a nd new electrical outlets. T o ra tiona lize 
these priv ileges with the new r ules rega rding ord ina ry inm ates Stro ud 
was ca tego rized as a spec ia l pr isoner of the burea u. 

T he war, however, had only begun . Stroud 's co rres pondence was 
soon cut to two lette rs a wee k. H e was forbidd en to contr ibute to 
m agaz in es. H e respond ed by writing messages in o nio n juice (w hich 
became legible when pressed with a hot iron ) and slipping them pas t 
the pri son censor s in ho llowed-out sect ions of the cages in which he 
shipped his bird s. When the prison grapevine in fo rmed him th a t he 
was one of the " incorrigi bles" who we re sho rt ly to be gathe red from 
federa l pen al in stitutio ns a nd sa lted away in the new penitentia ry at 
Al catraz, he began castin g a round fo r some method of making him­
self too not iceable to m ove. Afte r reading an o ld law boo k from the 
p ri son libra ry Stro ud decided tha t the Treaty of P ari s, in 1803, had 
granted inha bitants of the Lo uisiana Purchase (wh ich incl uded K an­
sas) the ri ght to marry by sim ply signing a con tract. A few days befo re 
Leavenwo rth 's hard cases we re due for cransfe r, De ll a M ay Jones 
showed up at the Ka nsas Ci ty Star with a docum ent ty ped o ut by 
Stroud a nd a story which soon blossom ed in newspape rs from coast 
to coast. She and R o bert, she announced , had become m a n and wife. 

T he trick worked , a ltho ugh Stro ud paid for hi s audac ity. H is jail­
ers, with his mother's enco uragement, ruled that he co uld never see 
D ell a M ay again. M ea nwhile they fi led the who le em barrass ing inci­
dent away under unfi ni shed business . Jn hi s own mind , Stroud had 
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STROUD CONTINUED 

simply been defending a God-given right to be a "self-respecting 
human being." But the executives of the prison bureau saw it as a 
cu nning a nd vindictive assault on their personal authority and on the 
precarious ba lance of penal di sciplin e. N ine more years passed , nev­
ertheless, before Stroud was sent to The Rock. He utili zed them in 
the fierce hope of leaving some imprint of greatness on the world, 

LAWY ER Stanley Furman be­
came interested in the Stroud 
case in 1955, has represented 
prisoner thus far without fee. 

by writing Stroud's Digest of the Dis­
eases ofBirds. 

A great many of Stroud's remedies 
a re now o utmoded by antibiotics . But 
the Digest is more than a text on avi­
an therapeutics: it is a lso a reflection 
of its author's strange and indomi­
table personality and a record of hi s 
lo ng, painful and triumphant ex plo­
ra ti on of the world of the intellect. 

Stroud tri ed to write "in language 
no I 0-year-o ld child could fail to un­
derstand ," and for a ll the complex 
nature of hi s subject he contrived to 
inject innumerable patches of homely 
observation. "Unlike mammals," he 
noted in h is first paragraph, " birds 
have a ir cavities in the principal bones 

... and there are cases .. . of birds breathing through a broken 
wing bone while their heads were entirely submerged in water." M os­
quitoes, he wrote, often attack the feet of birds at night. "Old birds 
will fl utter to the floor where th ey protect their feet by sittin g o n 
them. But young birds a re afra id to leave the perch and [simply] 
kick wit h [one] free foot; it sounds someth ing like two dots- dash­
two dots as sounded on a telegraph in strument." 

The bulk of the book, however, mirrors the author's se lf-ta ught 
science, fantastic patience and ornithological insights. While writing 
it, Stroud taught himself to use an old microscope donated to him 
in 1936 by Wesleyan University, and over a period of two yea rs, 
u sing only a razor blade and scra ps of glass and metal, he constructed 
a microtome capable of slicing ti ssue to J / 12,000 of an inch. H e ex­
perimented with 65 staining techniques- and then , simply to produce 
one 13-page chapter on the bl ood of birds, spent 3,000 hours at the 
eyepiece and his drawing board. Hi s jailers were not impressed. Ben­
nett, who had by now become director a nd was therefore ultimately 
responsible for Stroud, gave reluctant consent to the book's publica­
tion. But in J 942 he ordered tha t Stroud be moved , at last, to Alca­
traz, ta king nothing but the clothes on his back. 

It was at thi s point, in the minds of Stroud 's increasing number 
of defenders, that he became subject to cruel and unusual punish­
m ent. Guard-killer or not, he was now 52 years old , was partia ll y 
crippled by di sease, and had - no matter what suspicion s hi s jail­
ers may have entertained abo ut him-spent 20 years attemptin g to 
be of some use to the wor ld. Few pa rti sans in the Stroud case deny 
that he may well have dri ve n ol"11cia ld o m at Leavenworth to di s-

- traction. But even if transfer was necessary, they demand , why Alca­
t raz, and why the insistence o n solitary far in to Stroud's o ld age? 

Bennett explains that Stroud , while culti vat ing a reass uring image 
of himself in the public mind , actu­
ally never ceased being an unruly, 
even dangero us prisoner at Leaven­
worth and bro ught abo ut hi s own 
downfall by secreting a knife in hi s 
cell. Bennett sometimes di splays thi s 
weapon to vi sitors in hi s office. On 
o ne occasion , according to a n a rticle 
by Herbert Corey in Nat ion's Busi­
ness, he charged that Stroud had 
manufactured it from a file "fo r the 
express purpose of killing me." But 
even though Stroud has admitted 
hiding a knife in 1942 (passed to him , 
he in sists, by a stool pigeon bent on 
providin g officials with an excuse fo r 
hi s banishment), the accusation has a 
curious ring. From 1930 on , Stro ud 

AUTHOR Tom Gaddis, a for­
mer probation officer, devoted 
five years of his life to write 
his book, Birdrnan of Alcatraz. 

was allowed to possess a veritable arsenal-scalpels, scisso rs, ice 
pick, chi sels, claw hammers- a nd it is hard to understand why he 
would have needed additiona l armament if he reall y contemplated 
mayhem or murder. In attempting to plumb this m ystery o ne must 
consider one other odd fact- Bennett recently to ld a reporter (who 
was di scussing another matte r) that Stroud was sent to Alcatraz 
"because he was a nuisance, not because he was a menace," and 
added, "We do it all the time." 
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STROUD CONTINUED 

At Alcatraz, despairing of clemency and forgotten by the world, 
Stroud was hard put to cope with loneliness and the loss of his work 
and equipment. Most of hi s time on The Rock was spent alone in a 
room the prison bureau has described as "a large, well-lighted and 
ve ntilated ward in the prison hospital. " The room contained no 

' furniture except two beds, had no washbowl, no toilet , and was venti : 
lated only because Stroud managed to break a piece out of its heavy, 
barred window with hi s tin cup. He was locked into the room behind 
bars and a heavy wooden door for eight years, and he left it under 
guard only long enough to empty his bedpan once a day and take a 
shower once a week. He had no newspapers and no radio and was 
allowed to possess only one library book at a time. To stave off mad­
ness he began making detailed nightly lists of " things to do tomorrow." 
H e sta rted teaching himself Latin , French, Italian and criminal law, 
and simultaneously began a two-volume, 200,000-word work on 
caged men- an analytical study of the federal penal system from 
1790 to 1930- to match his work on caged birds. 

He toiled over the book for years , drawing on his own immense 
knowledge of old prisons and old wardens, the ch illing fables and 
folk ta les of imprisoned men , and unabashed personal theories of 
penology he had developed over many decades. To prepare the final 
manuscript for publication , since his arthritic handwriting was all 
but i ll egible, he printed all 200,000 words by hand , using an o ld 
breadboard as a desk and a length of stretched string as a line guide. 
H e had always considered himself the intellectual superior of his old 
nemesis, Bennett. Now, with nothing but his own ego to sustain him, 
he grew certain that he was a better theoretical penologist as we ll , 
and was in prison only because Bennett did not "dare" to let him out . 

Stroud had definite theories on penology: "My system would not 
be a soft system ... but there would always be opportunit ies and 
advantages to be gained by developing good habits .... " As he was 
finishing his book, he wrote in a letter: "For dramatic writing when 
I am at my best, [do not have to take a back seat from anyone who 
ever lived .... The secret is total memory ... l can quote poetry 
for 12 hours without repeating myself. [This bookl will be so far 
ahead of everything else on the subject that there will be no com­
parison. But ... death may be the price tag .... " . . 

Convinced that he had produced a masterpiece but fea rful that 
prison authorities would never allow its publication , Stroud attempt- ·~ 
ed one la st, awful act of defiance. He wrote a will on onion skin 
paper, directing the courts to deliver his book to an old friend. Then, 
believing an autopsy would be done on his body, he slipped the will 
into a thin metal tube, swallowed it, gulped down a handful of pills 
he had been secreting, and lay down on his bed to die. H e woke up 
in a stra it jacket. His stomach had been pumped, the will had been 
recovered- and his manuscript was gone. He never saw it again, 
and to thi s day neither Bennett nor anyone else in the priso n system 
has given the slightest hint as to whether or not it still exists. · 

Just what disappointment, loneliness and the self-consuming ef­
fects of so litary did to Stroud in the ensuing month s would be hard 
to say. But then, like a miner buried amid the rubble of a cave-in, 
he became aware that rescue parties were trying, at last, to aid him 
from the outside. Both his spirits and his confidence revi ved. 

Author Tom Gadd is, at that time a Los Angeles probation of-fi ­
cer, and a Beverly Hills real estate lawyer named Stanley Furman , 
were among the first and most important of these self-appointed de­
fenders. Gaddis heard of Stroud in 1950 while chatting with some 
reporters. He looked up Stroud's brother, read what he could find 
about the case and became so emotionally involved in the prisoner's 
plight that he quit hi s job and began writing Birdman of Alcatra::. 
Attorney Furman , di sturbed by what he considered a di sto rtion of 
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MURDER SCENE was 
the din ing ha ll at Leav­
enworth (left) in which 
Stroud knifed a guard 
named Andrew Turner. 
The guards patrolled be­
tween long tables where 
the convicts ate. Stroud's 
victi m is shown at right 
in formal attire on day 
he was married in 1908. 

American justi ce, called a t Alcatraz in 1955, became Stroud ' s coun­
sel, and spoke so sharply that hi s client was gra nted three astoundin g 
concessions: a toilet, a washbowl and t he ri ght to open the wooden 
door behind whi ch he had been sealed for a lm ost a decade. 

Gaddis cut the p ri soner in on the profits to accrue from his book , 
although he and his family had endured peri ods of real poverty dur­
ing the five years he worked on it. Furman and Gaddi s o rgani zed a 
'Zelease Committee which now numbers such influential citi zens as 

'-----Author Arthu r Koestler, Moti on Pi cture Producer Walter Wa nger 
and Penologist D r. Negley Teeters. F urman a lso set up a defense 
fund , which has drawn contributions from all over the wor ld , and 
drew up a petition for executi ve clemency- which th e Justice D e-

, pa rtment refused to forward to the White H ou se since, it ironi ca ll y 
ex plain ed , Stroud was eligible fo r parole. But it was Stro ud him self, 
basking again in the deliciou s warmth of publicity and once more 
captain of his soul , who developed the j udicia l weapon upon whi ch 
the defen se now bases its fo ndest hopes. 

• 

When Stroud' s lawyers ap pealed hi s death sentence back in 1918, 
they based their a rgument upon that provision of the F ifth Amend­
ment wh ich reads " nor sha ll any person be subject fo r the sa me of­
fense to be twice put in jeo pardy of li fe or limb .. . . " Thi s is no r­
mally in terpreted to mean that no defenda nt, having been fou nd in­
noc~nt, may be tried again fo r the same capita l offense. Stro ud 's 
defens_e, however, took a d.iffe rent tack, and main tained that he had 
been subject to double jeopardy even though guilty . Why? On e jury 
had specified hanging after a previous jury had.forbidden capital pun­
ishment. The a ppeal was rejected by the Supreme Court. But in 
1957- 38 years later- the court considered a nother case in vo lving 
this rare interpretation of double jeo pa rdy. And thi s tim e- Green 
vs . U. S. - it found fo r the defendant. 

Stroud writes his own petition 

STROU D asked me to come to Alcatraz," says F urman , "and as 
• soon as he saw me he said, 'I'm out! The Su preme Court reversed 
itself in the G reen case!' 1 had to ask him, 'Wh at 's the Green case?' 
I hadn't even heard of it, but he'd go tten a ll the details, somehow, on 
tne p ri son grapevin e a nd he had im mediately seen its implicati ons. In 
fact, he told me just about what Mr. Justi ce Frankfurter sai d , as I di s-

')Vered later, in dissenting: that the court could not rule fo r G reen 
'--.<ithout reopening the Stroud case. Bob wa nted to write hi s own peti­

ti on fo r habeus corpus. H e's a good guardhou se lawye r and I told him 
by all means to go ahead . It took him six months, pa rtl y beca use th ey 
refused t o let him have m ore tha n one Jaw book at a time, a nd partly 
becau se he had to learn a lot of new law to develop his thesis. But 
when it was done I could see no way of improving it. In fact , I was 
enormously impressed by hi s logic a nd his language. " 

Since Stroud was a prisoner in Alcatraz, it would have been logical 
enough to have fil ed the petition in the U .S. District Court in San 
Francisco. Stroud , however, in sisted that it be sent to a federal court 
in Kansas where he had been tried origina lly. Both this point of 
strategy and the reaso ning and language of the petiti on itself would 
seem to refute Bennett' s contention that "the old ma n is getting se­
ni le." Cries F urm an, " Like a fox! [ would have represented him here 
in Ca lifornia, but Bob preferred to go befo re a judge in K a nsas as a 
pauper. ' Judges here don't know me,' he told me, ' but a K ansas 
judge will remember the Stroud case. He'll feel it is more important 
' han a San Francisco j udge. H e'll appoint good lawyers fo r me- in 

..._.tct, he'll probably ap point hi s best fri end s and he'll listen to them. ' " 

• 

As it turned ou t, U .S. Di strict Judge Walter A . Huxman of K ansas 
could hardly have t reated Stroud with m ore considerati on. H e r uled 
again st the petition [since only the Suprem e Co urt- which will au to­
matically review it later- can reverse itself] , but he congratulated the 
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Unique Brandy-Glass Offer! 

CO RONEl 
Winner of 

Gold Medal 
lor excel! To increase your pleasure in Coronet VSQ : 

A set of 6 beautifully inscribed 
snifter glasses, only $2 .00, postpaid. 
Ma il check or money orde r to: 

~rvSo ·~ .__,_J' · 
BRANDY ence 

California ' 
State Fair 
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PERFECT 

REPLACEMENT 

FOR SUGAR ... 

• 

ADOLPH's is the granulated Sugar 
Substitute that looks, sprinkles, and 
sweetens like sugar! Yet Adolph's is 
low in calories ... dissolves faster than 
sugar in hot or cold liquids ... and in 
cooking, makes delicious sugar-free 
desserts. (Recipes in package.) Ask for 
Adolph's Sugar Substitute at your food 

store. For FREE SAM· 
PLE, write to Adolph's 
Limited, Dept. K-4 
Burbank, California 

Another fine product of Adofph•s Research Kitchens 
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Feet Burn 

Perspire, Sore, Tire? 
.tHERE'S FAST 

Y6- RELIEF! 
You' ll love the refreshing 
" lift" Dr. Scholl's Foot 

11\..,. Powder gives you . , . and 
the way it keeps your feet 

cool , dry , ba th-fres h and com· 
fortable all day. E s se ntia l to 
daily grooming; helps pre· 
vent Athlete ' s Foot. Try it! 

SPRAY OR BRUSH 

METAL PRIMER 
... DRIES IN 
20 MINUTES! 

Krylon Rust Magic . penetrates rust 
in minutes- bonds right to the metal, 
positively prevents further corrosion! 
Dries in 20 minutes, ready for most 
any top coat in 2 hours. 
You have a use lor Krylon spray enamels 

If you prize it ... Krylon-ize it! 
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STROUD CONTINUED 

prisoner for "much logic and sound reasoning ... in an exhaustive 
and able brief." He also noted that "in the court's view" the 1920 or· 
der of the Attorney General specifying solitary confinement had been 
illegal, "an unwarranted assumption of power and . .. wholly void." 

By the time he ruled , however, this last point had become aca­
demic. Last July, four months before Judge Huxman considered the 
petition, Stroud was finally taken out of Alcatraz and moved to com­
fortable Jiving quarters in a wing of the federal prison hospital at 
Springfield, Mo. In the intervening months he has been allowed more 
freedom than he has known since the night he was arrested in Juneau 
a half century ago. One can only guess whether Bennett's decision to 
remove him from solitary was simply prudent anticipation of public 
censure or whether it sprang from some deeper sense of concern, some 
readjustment of values . One can only wonder, in fact , what jailer 
and prisoner have truly come to think of each other in 30 years. They 
are not only old antagonists who have come to know each other' s 
every facet of mind- but old acquaintances, too. During Stroud's 
years at Alcatraz, Bennett seldom visited the prison without calling on 
"old Bob" and asking after his health. Stroud received him politely. 
"Never in my life have I hated anyone so much that J was not willing 
to forgive or forget," he wrote recently, " ... although I never accept 
anyone on faith and am convinced that the issue [between us) is big­
ger than any personal feelings we may have in the matter. ... " 

Whatever prompted his transfer, however, Stroud has reacted with 
an almost childish wonder and delight to his new life. "I have my own 
room," he wrote to Furman, "and it is one of the nicest and coolest. 
It has two big windows. I have my own toilet, bath and lavatory and 
get hot water in one minute, day or night. ft is like a new world . 
Imagine how it feels to me to be able to sleep without a door being 
locked on me, to talk to whom I please, and, ifl want to be alone, to be 
able to close my door without being disturbed. l can give you the 
tone of the place by telling you that a guard just stepped up to my door 
and said , 'Do you mind, sir, ifl look out your window for a moment? 
I have some men working on the yard and I know some of them wan t 
to watch the ball game on TV.' Imagine that after what I have seen . 

"I probably walk three miles a day and the yard is a beautiful park 
of five acres or more. I've met many old friends. The head nurse has 
read much of me and had been anxious to meet me and my physician , 
Dr. Hoversten, told one party that I am the most amazing man he 
ever interviewed. I have been told tha t m y I.Q. is 139. lf f had no 
hope for greater things, I know I could live just as happy and satis­
factory a life here as anywhere on earth. " 

But Stroud still burns to get out because "accomplishment is the 
only reason for living." What if all his hopes fail?- his petition, his 
hope for spreading public sympathy, and perhaps even some eventual 
award of damages by Congress? He replies in Italian with a quotation 
from the oath once administered to Athenian soldiers: "Combattero 
per esse, solo o con tutti.'' "I have t ranslated this," he wrote Lawyer 
Furman, "as follows: 'I will fight to the death for them, too, either 
with all of you at my side, or alone, singlehanded against a lI of you.'" 

• 

LATEST PHOTOGRAPH OF STROUD (center) was made last Novem­
ber as he was taken to federal court in Kansas for habeas corpus hearing. 

• 
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