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1. Name of Property 

historic name ROCKBRIDGE INN 

other names/site number VDHR # 8 1 - 3 9 9 

2. Location 

street & number N. side Valley Road at jet , with S.R. 743 

city or town Natural Bridge 

• not for publication N / A 

[JXvicinity 

state V i r g i n i a cnriP. V A nr̂ unty R o c k b r i d g e code zip nnd. 2 4 5 7 8 

3. state/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this ^ nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Qrmeets L2 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
CZlnationally D statewide locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

mre of certifying official/Title ^-y- C, „ .^r^ , P a t e / ? ^ ^ , ^ 

rirgini.a D6pt. of Historic: Reflburces ^ 
State of "Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

. . . . . « . . , ./-v.. r .̂., : t ' •'^H' i'^-^ ' i 
\ .. ! 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Natignal Park Service Certification 
I herebWcertify that the property is: 

[B^entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

cn determined eligible for the 
National Register 

CD See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

n removed from the National 
Register 

• other, (explain:) 

Entered In th. 
•*Jritlonal Re^;ister 

Date of Action 



R o c k b r i d g e Tnn 
Name of Property 

R n c k h r i f l g e Cnun ty , VA 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

[3 private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check onPy one box) 

C?building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previoiisTy listed resources in the count.; 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

2 

0 0 

0 1 

0 0 

— 1 3 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N /A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N / A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DQNESTTC: single dwelling 
nOMESTir- hotel 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

DOMESTIC: secondary stuctures 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

MIXED 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONE 

walls BRICK 

WOOD: w e a t h e r b o a r d 

roof METAL 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County, VA 

Summary D e s c r i p t i o n 

R o c k b r i d g e I^nn was b u i i i : bexween 1821 and 1823 bj^ John C - a l b r a i t h on 
l a n d thai: almosr, c e r - c a i n l y a l r e a d y c o n c a i n e d ocher b u i l d i n g s 
i n c l u d i n g a d w e l l i n g . The t w o - s t o r y b r i c k house b u i l t by G a i b r a i t h 
f u n c t i o n e d as a d w e l l i n g as w e l l as a s t a g e c o a c h s t o p and t a v e r n on 
the V a l l e y Road. The house was added to around 1841 w i t h a 
l a r g e four-room frame \>ing t c the n o r t h of the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n . 
.Although the p r o p e r t y d e t e r i o r a t e d s t e a d i l y over the nex t f o r t y 
y e a r s , i n the 1880s the house was remodeled. The t w o - s t o r y 
p o r c h e s , the windows, and some i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g such as m a n t e l s 
and doors date from t h i s p e r i o d . Few changes were made t o the 
house a f t e r the 1880s.' The house r e t a i n s i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g from 
a i l t h r e e ox i t s ma,jor b u i l d i n g campaigns, i n c l u d i n g f i n e F e d e r a l 
mantels and the c a n t i l e v e r e d s t a i r . The house as i t now e x i s t s i s 
the sum of i t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 60-year a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v o l u t i o n . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l A n a l y s i s 

The e a r l i e s t c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g now known as R o c k b r i d g e 
Inn was a f i v e - b a y , t w o - s t o r y b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h a p i t c h e d r o o f . 
T h i s b u i l d i n g , begun i n 1821 and completed i n 1823 by John 
G a l b r a i t h as a t a v e r n and r e s i d e n c e , was c o n s t r u c t e d i n F l e m i s h 
bond u s i n g b r i c k s produced on the s i t e . A l t h o u g h the b r i c k w o r k has 
been reworded i n many a r e a s , much of the o r i g i n a l masonry i s s t i l l 
e v i d e n t . The b r i c k s a r e v e r y r e g u l a r i n s i z e , ana the p o i n t i n g i s 
e x t r e m e l y f i n e . The o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e had a d o u b l e - p i l e , c e n t e r -
passage p l a n , w i t h a s y m m e t r i c a l f r o n t facade and two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys on each end. The s t r u c t u r a l members e v i d e n t under the 
house were hand-hewn. 

The i n t e r i o r of the 
e a r l y 19th c e n t u r y , 
wide baseboard w i t h 
of the wide p i n e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . The 
e n t r a n c e h a l l , w i t h 

b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s some of the f e a t u r e s from the 
The wide, m i t r e d , door- and vvindow-moldings, 

o g i v e t o p , heavy c h a i r r a i l , c o r n i c e s , and much 
f l o o r i n g d a t e from the e a r l i e s t p e r i o d of 
s t r a i g h t - r u n s t a i r on the west s i d e o f the 

i t s d i s t i n c t i v e c a n t i l e v e r e d s t r u c t u r e , showing 
no v i s i b l e means o f s u p p o r t , may be o r i g i n a l t o the house, a l t h o u g h 
much of i t s d e t a i l i n g , i n c l u d i n g t h e square E a s t l a k e newel, d a t e s 



ted States Department of the Interior 
ional Park Service 

itiona! Register of Historic Places 
jntinuation Sheet 

ticn number 7 Page 

ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County, VA 

(Architectural Analysis, contd.) 

from the iSSOs r e m o d e l i n g . The s t a i r i e a t u r e s ' d e l i c a t e b a l u s t e r s , 
two per s t e p , t u r n e d and t a p e r e d i n an h o u r g l a s s c o n f i g u r a t i o n , as 
w e l l as c a r v e d p a n e l s w i t h a s c r o l l m o t i f a l o n g tne s t r i n g e r . 

Doors ( i n c l u d i n g the p o c k e t d o o r s between tne f r o n t and r e a r rooms 
on each s i d e of the h a i l ) i n the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n of the house 
f e a t u r e f o u r i n d e n t e d p a n e l s w i t h r a i s e d c e n t e r s , w'ith the l a r g e r 
p a n e l s cn top. Hardware l a r g e l y dates from tne e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y . The f r o n t h a l l , as w e l l as the rooms on tne back ( n o r t h ; 
s i d e of tne o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n have a c n a i r r a i l ; a narrow c o r n i c e i s 
found m a i _ of tne rooms on the f i r s t f i o c r . The second f l o o r nas 
a c o r n i c e and c h a i r r a i l o n l y i n the h a l l . 

Sometime around 1841, as suggested by a $500.25 increase in the 
assessed value of the property's buildings, an addition was made to 
the north side of the house, consisting of two large and two small 
rooms on each floor, with a small connector (which may have been a 
porch originally) between old and new sections. There is 
an interior chimney between the two rooms. The 1841 wing of the 
house has fluted trim with bullseye corner blocks, and the doors 
are five-panel. The baseboard is also fluted. Flooring is 
narrowerin this section, and runs north-south, as opposed to the 
east-west direction of the flooring in the older wing. Structural 
members here were circular-sawn. 

When Colonel Henry Chester Parsons owned tne property in the 1880s, 
most of the remaining alterations were made that gave the house 
i t s c u r r e n t appearance. Most n o t a b l y , Parsons added t h e d o u b l e -
s t o r y porches e n c i r c l i n g t h e s o u t h , e a s t , and west f a c a d e s of the 
house. These p o r c h e s , l i k e l y modeled from those a t the N a t u r a l 
B r i d g e H o t e l ( a l s o owned and remodeled by P a r s o n s ) , may have been 
c o n s t r u c t e d by the same b u i l d e r s who worked at P a r s o n s ' s N a t u r a l 
B r i d g e p r o p e r t i e s . The wooden • p o r c h e s , seven bays on the south 
f a c a d e , s i x on the e a s t , and s i x p l u s f o u r on the west, have t u r n e d 
wooden p o s t s . The second s t o r y o f the porch has a r a i l i n g i n an x-
and-cross c o n f i g u r a t i o n ; t h e r e i s no r a i l i n g on t h e f i r s t l e v e l . 
Some s m a l l c u r v i n g b r a c k e t s r e m a i n on e i t h e r s i d e of the porcn 
p o s t s . The porches have s h a l l o w h i p p e d r o o f s and tongue-and-groove 
wood c e i l i n g s . 
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(Architectural Analysis, contd.) 

The 1880s remodeling a l s o i n c l u d e d adding c l i p p e d end g a b l e s w i t h 
two-over-two double-hung s a s h windows. The f r o n t r e c e i v e d a 
c l i p p e d gable w i t h p a i r e d two-o\-er-ttv-o windows. 

A l s o i n the 1880s, the windox>/s were remodeled. The wood d o u b l e -
hung sash windows i n the new wins are a s i m p l i f i e d Queen Anne 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n of one lar.ge c e n t e r pane w i t h e i g h t s m a l l edge panes, 
over two panes. In the o r L g i n a l s e c t i o n , the windows on the f r o n t 
facade a r e a l s o wood double-hung s a s h , w i t h one l a r g e c e n t e r pane 
e n c i r c l e d by s m a l l square panes, over two panes. On the e a s t ana 
west f a c a d e s , the Vvindows a r e a m.ixture of the same Queen Anne-
s t y l e windows as on the f r o n t , a l o n g w i t h some one-pane wood sa s h 
casement windows w i t h f i x e d transoms having" one c e n t e r pane and 
e n c i r c l i n g s m a l l e r panes. On the e a s t facade on the second f l o o r , 
two a d d i t i o n a l windows were addea on the l e f t and r i g h t s i d e s . The 
o t h e r windows on t h i s and the west facade are p a i r e d on each f l o o r 
a t the c e n t e r of the f a c a d e . The masonry around a l l the windotv 
openings shows evidence o f a l t e r a t i o n , p r o b a b l y i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t he 
1880s windows are a l a r g e r s i z e than those t h e r e p r e v i o u s l ^ y . 

The f r o n t door frames on the f i r s t and second f l o o r appear t o be 
o r i g i n a l t o the house, a l t h o u g h the doors t h e m s e l v e s , w i t h t h e i r 
one l a r g e pane over two h e a v i l y - m o l d e d i n d e n t e d p a n e l s , p r o b a b l y 
date from the 1880s r e m o d e l i n g . L i k e w i s e , the t h r e e - l i g h t transom 
and t w o - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s p r o b a b l y date from t h i s p e r i o d . 

A l t h o u g h " t h e appearance of any po r c h t h a t e x i s t e d p r i o r t o the 
1880s i s unknown, t h e r e a r e some c l u e s as to i t s appearance. The 
f a c t t h a t the s e c o n d - f l o o r d o o r , b e i n g i d e n t i c a l t o t h a t on t h e 
f i r s t f l o o r , appears t o p r e d a t e the 1880s porches may i n d i c a t e t h a t 
a p r i o r p o rch l i k e w i s e had two s t o r i e s , or a t l e a s t a r o o f deck o f 
some s o r t . I n a d d i t i o n , a d e s c r i p t i o n of the house from 1867 (when 
the p r o p e r t y was s o l d a t a u c t i o n t o r e l i e v e the e s t a t e ' s 
i n d e b t e d n e s s ) mentions a " p o r t i c o " whose r o o f had f a l l e n i n . The 
p r e v i o u s p o r c h , t h e n , may have been a one-bay p o r t i c o o v e r t h e 
c e n t r a l f r o n t door, w i t h a f l a t r o o f , perhaps w i t h a r a i l i n g . 
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(Architectural Analysis,, contd. 

i n e wooa mantels on tne i n t e r i o r ot tne nouse r e r i e c t tne s e v e r a l 
p e r i o d s of c o n s t r u c t i o n and r e m o d e l i n g t h a t R o c k b r i d g e Inn 
•underwent. The mantels i n the second f l o o r ' rooms on the west s i d e 
of the o r i g i n a l house date from the e a r l i e s t p e r i o d of c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and show ev i d e n c e of the F e d e r a l s t y l e . The one i n the southw"est 
c o r n e r room i s p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e , w i t h a e i i c a t e d e t a i l i n g i n c l u d i n g 
i n d e n t e d s i d e p a n e l s , h e r r i n g b o n e - p a t t e r n c a r v i n g , and wide 
overhanging s h e l f . The o t h e r e a r l y m a n t e l , i n the n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r 
room, i s a much more s i m p l i f i e d F e d e r a l form. Two mantels show 
h e a v i e r Greek R e v i v a l s t y l i n g ; one i n the n o r t h e r n room on the 
west s i d e of the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n ' s f i r s t f l o o r , " and one i n tne 
n o r t h e r n room on the e a s t s i d e , second f l o o r . These two m a n t e l s , 
a l t h o u g h not the same, w i t h t h e i r c l a s s i c a l forms and heavy 
m o l d i n g s , l i k e l y d ate from the c i r c a 1841 r e m o d e l i n g . A l l o f the 
o t h e r mantels i n the house p r o b a b l y d a t e from the 188Gs 
r e n o v a t i o n s . These m a n t e l s , a l s o not i d e n t i c a l t o each o t h e r , 
e x h i b i t E a s t l a k e d e t a i l i n g , chamfered edges, and s p i n d l e b r a c k e t s . 

S m a l l a d d i t i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n s have been made to the house i n the 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , such as a t w o - s t o r y c i n d e r b l o c k appendage i n the 
c o r n e r between the n o r t h and s o u t h wings on the east s i d e , and 
s m a l l e n c l o s u r e s of the porches on the west s i d e of the n o r t h wing. 

The e n t i r e house novv' has a. s t a n d i n g - s e a m m e t a l r o o f . 

In a d d i t i o n t o the main house on the p r o p e r t y , t h e r e a r e two 
o u t b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g from the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y : a shed-
r o o f e d wooden garage, . and g a b l e - r o o f e d wooden shed. rne 
assemblage of farm b u i l d i n g s t h a t once o c c u p i e d the s i t e , i n c l u d i n g 
a v e r y l a r g e - barn n o r t h w e s t o f the house, i s not e x t a n t . The 
gazebo to the n o r t h e a s t of the house was added by the Skidmores i n 
1992. 
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8. Statement of Signif icance 

Appl icable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

'-^ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contnbution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Cx C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply .) 

Property is; 

Z A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

iZ B removed from its onginal location. 

C C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Signif icance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 
TRANSP_QRTAT LQIL 

Penod of Signif icance 

1 8 2 1 - 1 8 9 0 

Significant Dates 

1 8 2 1 - 1 8 2 3 

c i r c a 1841 

1880-1890 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N / A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N / A 

ArchitectyBuilder 

u n k n o w n 

Narrative Statement of Signif icance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
C F R 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic Amencan Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

Cj^ State Historic Preservation Office 
CIl Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: VA Dept. of Hist . Resourc 
221 Governor St . , Richmond, VA 23219 
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Statement o f S i g n i f i c a n c e 

R o c k b r i d g e Inn emoodies tne d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s O'f an e a r l y 
s t a g e c o a c h i n n ana ta\'ern i n w e s t e r n V i r g i n i a . B u i l t between 1821 
and 182s, the tu'o-story b r i c k t a v e r n i s i o c a t e a a l o n g the r o u t e of 
the o l d V a l l e y Road, one of the p r i m a r y n o r t h - s o u t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
r o u t e s l i n k i n g F n i l a d e i p h i a , B a l t i m o r e , and Washington, D.C., w i t n 
l a n d s west and southwest. R o c k b r i d g e Inn pla.ved a s i g n i f i c a n t r o i e 
i n the development of R o c k b r i d g e County ana trie Shenandoah V a l l e v . 
s e r v i n g as a stop on the s t a g e c o a c h r o u t e f o r t r a v e l e r s and f o r 
t o u r i s t s v i s i t i n g N a t u r a l B r i d g e . The i n n has been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
e v e n t s and people v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o Ro c k b r i d g e County. I t was 
b u i l t by John G a l b r a i t h , a l a r g e landowner m the coun t y . At one 
time i t was owned b3̂  C o l o n e l H. C. P a r s o n s , the p r i m a r y d e v e l o p e r 
and promoter of N a t u r a l B r i d g e . I t was Parsons tvho was r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r t he 1880s a d d i t i o n of the d i s t i n c t i v e d o u b l e - s t o r y porches 
which wrap around the b u i l d i n g , as w e l l as f o r o t h e r r e m o d e l i n g 
t h a t took p l a c e a t tne same t i m e ; 1890 be i n g the end of the p e r i o d 
o f s i g n i f i c a n c e of the p r o p e r t y . The 4.5-acre s i t e consistST,of the 
main t a v e r n / r e s i d e n c e and two n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g o u t b u i l d i n g s . 

H i s t o r i c a l Background 

The land where Rockbridge Inn now stands was once part of a large 
1,000-acre plantation owned by James Gilmore. Giimore and his wife 
Martha were early s e t t l e r s in the Rockbridge County area, l i s t e d as 
taxpayers as early as 1764.(1) The Gilmore family played an 
important role in the creation and development of Rockbridge 
County. . John Gilmore served on the f i r s t court and vestry of the 
newly-formed countj- in 1778. The Gilmore men were appointed 
surveyors and keepers of some of the earliest roads in the area in 
one of the first acts of the elected officials of the county. (2) 
They served in leadership in the local militia, served as 
constables, sheriffs, and deputies, and were among the earliest 
tavern owners in the area. 
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When James G i i m o r e d i e d i n 1 782, he l e f t the p r o p e r t y t o h i s tw-o 
younger sons, Joseph and W i l l i a m . The p l a n t a t i o n c o n t a i n e d 96i 
a c r e s at the time, l a t e r reduced t c 305 a c r e s . In 1803, Joseph 
G i l m o r e l i v e d i n a home known as View Mont, a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k house 
coi^ered w i t h wood. W i l l i a m G i i m o r e l i v e d a t G i l e a d , a one- s t o r y 
wooden d w e l l i n g w i t h a s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n . (4 ) E i t h e r of these houses 
mâ - have been the o r i g i n a l r e s i d e n c e of t h e i r f a t h e r James, or 
t h e r e may have been two new d w e l l i n g s b u i l t on the l a n d l e f t by 
James "Gilmore. A f t e r the a creage was i n c r e a s e d to 1,017 a c r e s , the 
b r o t h e r s d i v i d e d the l a n d between them, each r e c e i v i n g 508.5 a c r e s . 
A f t e r f u r t h e r t r a n s a c t i o n s , Joseph s o l d h i s l a n d t o John W a l l a c e , 
and W i l l i a m s o l d h i s l a n d t o John A l l e n i n 1818. A l l e n i n t u r n 
s o l d the p r o p e r t y t o John G a l b r a i t h i n 1821.(5) 

John G a l b r a i t h was a l a r g e landowner i n the a r e a , and was l i s t e d as 
a t a x p a y e r i n the county as e a r l y as 1782. He pu r c h a s e d a v a s t 
t r a c t of l a n d o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the Borden G r a n t , the e a r l i e s t 
l a n d grant i n the a r e a (November 6, 1739). Land was l a t e r 
p urchased from G a l b r a i t h ' s e s t a t e f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of V i r g i n i a 
M i l i t a r y I n s t i t u t e . 

I n 1821, G a l b r a i t h began c o n s t r u c t i o n on G a l b r a i t h T a v e r n , now-
known as R o c k b r i d g e Inn, w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n c o mpleted by 1823. Tax 
f i g u r e s fro"m the p e r i o d a t t e s t t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a s i g n i f i c a n t 
d w e l l i n g on the s i t e . ( 6 ) G a l b r a i t h knew t h a t the main s t a g e r o u t e 
would be ru n n i n g p a s t h i s p r o p e r t y a l o n g the o l d V a l l e y Road, l a t e r 
the V a l l e y T u r n p i k e ; G a l b r a i t h b u i l t the t a v e r n t o accommodate 
thos e t r a v e l i n g a l o n g t h e s t a g e r o u t e . G a l b r a i t h Tavern, o p e r a t e d 
by G a l b r a i t h f o r o v er 20 y e a r s , was a p l a c e f o r c h a n g i n g h o r s e s and 
the l a s t s t o p o f the s t a g e c o a c h b e f o r e N a t u r a l B r i d g e , a f a v o r i t e 
t o u r i s t s p o t . 

The Shenandoah V a l l e y o f V i r g i n i a was s e t t l e d p r i m a r i l y by S c o t c h -
I r i s h and Germans from P e n n s y l v a n i a , w i t h s e t t l e m e n t b e g i n n i n g i n 
the 1730s. The s e t t l e r s , m o s t l y f a r m e r s , t r a v e l l e d a l o n g an 
" a n c i e n t b u f f a l o t r a i l o r W a r r i o r ' s P a t h , which much l a t e r became 
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the V a l l e y T u r n p i k e . "; 7 ) T h i s r o u t e a t one time ivas r e f e r r e d to as 
the P e n n s y l v a n i a Road or the G r e a t Wagon Road or the C a r o l i n a 
Road. (8) The f i r s t w h i t e men i n the Rockbridge a r e a used the 
"Great P a t h , " which was i n the b a s i c l o c a t i o n of the V a l l e y 
T u r n p i k e . (9) The Valie.y T u r n p i k e , one of the most famous of 
s e v e r a l roads c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g the 1830s, tv'as i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 
1834 and used f o r much n o r t h - s o u t h t r a v e l . I t l a t e r became knot-rn 
as the Lee Highway and U.S. Ro-atT, 11. 

The stagecoacti was the p r i m a r y means of l a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the 
e a r l y 1800s, c a r r y i n g both p a s s e n g e r s and m a i l . The s t a g e c o a c h 
t r a v e l e d n o r t h and south i n the Shenandoah V a l l e y , w i t h one of i t s 
f i r s t r o u t e s i n the a r e a a l o n g the P l a n k Road between L e x i n g t o n and 
Buchanan. The Plank Road was so named because p l a n k s were l a i d 
a c r o s s the road i n an e f f o r t t o smooth out the r i d e and a v o i d the 
mud and h o l e s . Mirando, a t a v e r n owned by the M a t i e r f a m i l y , was 
the s t o p p i n g p o i n t between L e x i n g t o n and Buchanan, f o r f o o d and f o r 
a change of h o r s e s . L a t e r , when the G a l b r a i t h Tavern was b u i l t , 
the p r i m a r y r o u t e was changed and the s t a g e s stopped a t G a l b r a i t h 
Tavern on i t s r'uns. ( 10; 

A copy of a pocket map e n t i t l e d " M i t c h e i ' s Map of V i r g i n i a , " d a t e d 
1837, was found i n the desk of John Beeton, a former r e s i d e n t of 
L e x i n g t o n . In i t , the few s t a g e c o a c h r o u t e s through the V a l l e y a r e 
mapped.- There was a r o u t e from Richmond to L e x i n g t o n and on to 
C h a r l e s t o n , West V i r g i n i a . There was a stage t h a t t r a v e l l e d 
between L e x i n g t o n and S t a u n t o n , and another between L e x i n g t o n and 
Salem, a d i s t a n c e of 58 m i l e s , t h r e e times a week. The r o u t e was 
d e s c r i b e d by James McClung: "Going southwest to Salem, what i s a t 
p r e s e n t known as the N a t u r a l B r i d g e road i s f o l l o w e d t o the o l d 
G a l b r a i t h " P l a c e and thence proceeds on to P a t t o n s b u r g (now 
Buchanan) on the James R i v e r , " ( 1 1 ) G a l b r a i t h Tavern i s t h e o n l y 
stage st,op t h a t McClung s p e c i f i c a l l y mentions, t h e r e b y i n d i c a t i n g 
i t s prominent r o l e i n the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. At both Salem and 
Staunton the stage coaches c o n n e c t e d w i t h o t h e r s t a g e l i n e s , 
t h e r e b y making t r a v e l from one town to another q u i t e p o s s i b l e . 
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G a l b r a i t h Tavern was a s i g n i f i c a n t meeting l o c a t i o n i n R o c k b r i d g e 
County. The commissioners of roads and o t h e r go\'ernmental b o d i e s 
o f t e n met a t the t a v e r n , as e v i d e n c e d by a d v e r t i s e m e n t s arid m i n u t e s 
of t hose meetings. 

G a l b r a i t h was f o r c e d to s e l l t he t a v e r n i n 1845 to pay o f f bonds to 
which he was o o i i g a t e d . The L e x i n g t o n newspapers, The G a z e t t e ana 
V a l l e y S t a r , as w e l l as the S t a u n t o n S p e c t a t o r newspaper c a r r i e d 
the a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r the s a l e : 

By v i r t u e of deed of t r u s t made by John G a l b r a i t h to W i l l i a m 
T a y l o r and James D, D a v i d s o n , on the 17th of F e b r u a r y , 1843, 
and on r e c o r d in- the C l e r k ' s o f f i c e of R o c k o r i d g e , I s h a l l 
proceed on the 14th day o f May n e x t , on tne p r e m i s e s , t o s e l l 
a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n , a t r a c t o f l a n d i n s a i d County--430 a c r e s , 
more o r l e s s - - T h i s t r a c t l i e s on the main V a l l e y Road, 12 
m i l e s from L e x i n g t o n , 2 m i l e s from N a t u r a l B r i d g e , and w i t h i n 
4 m i l e s of James R i v e r , w h i c h i s n a v i g a b l e at a i l seasons f o r 
boats conveying s e v e n t y o r more b a r r e l s of f l o u r . - The 
improv^ements c o n s i s t of a l a r g e two s t o r y B r i c k House, w i t h 

i t c o n v e n i e n t l y a r r a n g e d , a good B r i c k K i t c h e n , 
and Ice House, a l l i n good r e p a i r , and a l a r g e 
The house has been o c c u p i e d f o r many y e a r s as a 

i s , as w e l l from i t s s i t u a t i o n , as i t s 
ad m i r a b l y a d a p t e d t o t h a t purpose. In a d d i t i o n 

to the improvements above mentioned, which are s i t u a t e d on the 
road , t h e r e i s near the c e n t r e of the farm a l a r g e l o g barn 
w i t h sheds on t h r e e s i d e s , and a d w e l l i n g house two s t o r i e s 
h i g h b u i l t of hewed l o g s and a good k i t c h e n , so t h a t the 
pu r c h a s e r i f he does not choose t o occupy the b u i l d i n g on the 
road may r e n t i t out as a T a v e r n . About 230 a c r e s of t h e l a n d 
are c l e a r e d , the b a l a n c e i s w e l l t i m b e r e d - - c o n s i s t i n g o f b l a c k 
oak, walnut, p o p l a r and h i c k o r y . The c l e a r e d l a n d i s i n a 
good s t a t e of c u l t i v a t i o n , about 35 a c r e s of i t a r e w e l l s e t 
w i t h c l o v e r , t h e r e a r e about 25 a c r e s of good meadow a l l of 
tvhich can be watered from the stream which passes t h r o u g h i t . 

ten rooms i n 
Smoke House, 
l o g s t a b l e , 
t a v e r n , and 
arrangement, 
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ine wnoie l a n a i s e n c i o s e a w i t n a goca rence ana tne 
f i e l d s m,y be so a r r a n g e d as to have wazer i n each. The 
neighborhood i s a gooa one and e n t i r e l y h e a l t h y . I t i s 
seldom t h a t so d e s i r a b l e a t r a c t of l a n d i s in" the 
marke t . (12) 

Thomas Welch purchased the pro-oertv a 
t r a n s f e r was not completed - u n t i l 
J o nathan Pougue o'urchased the p r c o e r t ; 

tns a u c t i o n 
3 5 3. a f t e r W e i c 
a t a u c t i o n m 1854 

h o w e e r , t i t l e 
h ' s d e a t n . 

hough he 
never l i v e d t h e r e . He and h i s h e i r s r e n t e d the p r o p e r t y out r o r 
•use as a farm. I t i s u n c l e a r whether the p r o p e r t y was used as a 
t a v e r n f o l l o w i n g i t s s a l e b.y G a l b r a i t h . I t was o p e r a t e d as a farm, 
e x p e r i e n c i n g v e r y hard t i m e s d u r i n g the l a t e 1850s and the C i v i l 
War, Pougue d i e d i n LS62, d e e p l y i n debt. In 1867, a l a w s u i t was 
f i l e d by the g u a r d i a n of Pougue •'s c h i l d r e n demanding t h a t the 
p r o p e r t y be s o l d t o h e l p a l l e v i a t e the mdebteaness of the e s t a t e . 
D e p o s i t i o n s d u r i n g the case d e s c r i b e the p r o p e r t y as i n a s t a t e of 
d i s r e p a i r . The k i t c h e n had f a l l e n down, the p o r t i c o had been 
w i t h o u t a r o o f f o r 18 montns, the windows were w i t h o u t g l a s s , and 
the o u t b u i l d i n g s were i n bad c o n d i t i o n . ( 13 ) The faiim had 
d e p r e c i a t e d i n v a l u e ever s i n c e Pougue haa purcnased i t . The farm 
was a u c t i o n e d o f f , b e i n g p u r c h a s e d by John Pougue, Jonathan's 
b r o t h e r , 

The s t a g e c o a c h c o n t i n u e d t o he the p r i m a r y source of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
i n the ar e a f o l l o w i n g the C i v i l War, A d e s c r i p t i o n of the stage 
r o u t e s was made b>' W i l l i a m B. W i l l s , who drove s t a g e s f o r 18 yea r s 
b e g i n n i n g i n 1871: 

The stage ran from Buchanan to N a t u r a l B r i d g e , where 
c o n n e c t i o n was made w i t h t r a i n s . The stage l i n e was known as 
the Harmon L i n e . Roads i n thos e days were no .joke, commented 
Mr. W i l l s . O f t e n , i n r a i n y seasons, a coach would s i n k almost 
a x l e deep i n mud. The t r i p from Buchanan to N a t u r a l B r i d g e 
r e q u i r e d a da.v and i t r e q u i r e d a n o t h e r day to t r a v e l by stage 
from N a t u r a l B r i d g e t o L e x i n g t o n . There were no holdups i n 
those days, he s a i d , a l t h o u g h a l l d r i v e r s c a r r i e d a weapon. 
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gun was kept i n a d u f f l e sack w i t h 
W i l l s s a i d he remembers as a boy 

se e i n g i r o n ore h a u l e d i n wagons bound f o r Buchanan to be 
loaded i n boats a d d i n g t h a t many persons were thus kept 
busy. i14) 

John Pougue a l s o d i e d i n de b t , and the p r o p e r t y was a g a i n s o l d i n 
or d e r to a l l e v i a t e i n d e b t e d n e s s , A number of people purchased the 
farm but w i t h i n a year c r two d e f a u l t e d on tne bonds. The h e i r s o:' 
John Pougue remained the l e g a l owners of the p r o p e r t y u n t i l ;.Bar 
when Maud Parsons p a i d the Pougue h e i r s o f f c o m p l e t e l y . 

One of the owners of the p r o p e r t y d u r i n g t h i s time was the N a t u r a l 
B r i d g e F o r e s t Company, which bought the farm on August 30, 1388. 
The N a t u r a l B r i d g e F o r e s t Company a l s o owned N a t u r a l B r i d g e . H, C. 
Parsons was the p r e s i d e n t and c h i e f s t o c k h o l d e r of the compa.ny. 

C o l o n e l H. C. Parsons was a v e r y prominent man i n RocKbridge County 
i n the 1880s and 1890s. He was not e s p e c i a l l y p o p u l a r i n the 
county as he had s e r v e d i n the Union army c u r i n g the C i v i l War, 
be i n g wounded i n the B a t t l e of G e t t y s b u r g . Parsons formed a 
company to b u i l d t he o l d Richmond-Allegheny R a i l r o a d , l a t e r the 
James R i v e r D i v i s i o n of the Chesapeake &, Ohio R a i l r o a d and now CSX, 
which ran from Richmond t o C l i f t o n Forge. Ke purchased l a n d f o r 
t h i s v e n t u r e from the f a i l i n g James R i v e r & Kanawha Co. i n or d e r to 
b u i l d the r a i l r o a d i n the tow-path of the c a n a l . I t was d u r i n g 
t h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n p e r i o d t h a t Parsons became i n t e r e s t e d i n the 
Rock b r i d g e a r e a . ( 1 5 ) He pu r c h a s e d N a t u r a l B r i d g e i n 1881, becoming 
i t s t e n t h owner. 

"No one has ever done so much to improve the p r o p e r t y as d i d 
C o l o n e l P a r s o n s , " ( 1 6 ) He made the most s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
the development of N a t u r a l B r i d g e as a v a c a t i o n r e t r e a t , park and 
r e s o r t i n i t s h i s t o r y , d e v e l o p i n g perhaps the l a r g e s t p r i v a t e l y 
owned park i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s a t t h a t t i m e . ( 1 7 ) He b u i l t roads 
and highways through t h e woods f o r horse v e h i c l e s and b r i d l e paths. 
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He Kept 4U or ou o o a r a m g n o r s e s at the s t a o i e s or . \ a t u r a i tsriage , 
both f o r h i s a a u g h t e r s ana f o r the t r a v e l l i n g p u o i i c . He o p e r a t e a 
the N a t u r a l B r i d g e Stage from .\"at"urai B r i d g e R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n to 
the Nat-urai B r i d g e f o r h i s g u e s t s . He expanded the grounds, b u i l t 
A p p l e a o r e Cottage and the. P a \ ' i l i o n H o t e l , improved tne o l d 
J e f f e r s o n C o t t a g e , ana added botn ends of the F o r e s t Inn H o t e l . (18) 
These b'uiidings were f o r d i n i n g , dancing and l o d g i n g . The N a t u r a l 
B r i d g e area i s s t i i l a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n m the 
economy.- of Ro c k b r i d g e County. 

Parsons transferred the ownership of Natural Bridge in 1884 to the 
Natural Bridge Forest Company, which he ran expertly during the 
next years. In 1890, the Natural Bridge Forest Company transferred 
much of the land received from the Parsonses to the Natural Bridge 
Park Company, reserving the Parsons, Natural Bridge, and the 
Gatehouse for the Parsonses themselves. The Natural Bridge Park 
Company expected a land boom to occur around the park and the town 
of Glasgow. It laid out building lots and envisioned a populous 
resort community. The boom never occurred, only a few lots were 
sold, and the company had to concentrate i t s a c t i v i t i e s on the 
Natural Bridge i t s e l f . 

Parsons was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r r e n o v a t i n g the o l d G a l b r a i t h Tavern. 
D u r i n g h i s ownership d o u b l e - s t o r y porches were added t o the 
b u i l d i n g "on t h r e e s i d e s ; p o r c h e s er^tremely s i m i l a r to t h o s e added 
t o a h o t e l a t N a t u r a l B r i d g e . The windows were e n l a r g e d , and the 
a t t i c dormers were added p r o b a b l y at the same t i m e . The s t a i r 
d e t a i l i n g , and p o s s i b l y i t s s t r u c t u r e , date from t h i s r e m o d e l i n g as 
w e l l . Parsons a l s o i n s t a l l e d i n the b u i l d i n g one of t h e f i r s t 
e l e c t r i c a l systems i n t h e a r e a . 

H. C, Parsons d i e d t r a g i c a l l y i n 1894, murdered by a t r a i n 
c o n d u c t o r whom Parsons had r e p o r t e d f o r i n s o l e n t b e h a v i o r . Parsons 
l e f t e v e r y t h i n g , i n c l u d i n g t h e o l d G a l b r a i t h p r o p e r t y , t o h i s w i f e 
N e l l i e and h i s d a u g h t e r s . Mrs. Parsons c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e a t 
J e f f e r s o n C o t t a g e , p r o b a b l y spending time a t the G a l b r a i t h p r o p e r t y 
as w e l l . Her two d a u g h t e r s Gretchen and Maud a l s o i n h e r i t e d the 
p r o p e r t y ; i n 1901 N e l l i e P a r s o n s bought the i n t e r e s t o f Maud 
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Parsons McCiuer and 
daughter Gretchen. 

ownea the 
In 1904 a 

p r o p e r t y i n con.junction w i t h her 
Deed of P a r t i t i o n of Tenants i n 

Common was re c o r d e d , d i v i d i n g the property' between N e l l i e P a r s o n s 
and Gretchen Parsons B r i n t o n . N e l l i e r e c e i v e d the w e s t e r n p r j r t i o n 
of the p r o p e r t y , 168 a c r e s , and Gretchen r e c e i v e d the e a s t e r n 
p o r t i o n , 56 a c r e s and the p r i m a r y r e s i d e n c e . 

N e l l i e Parsons s o l d her propert.> 
wanted the p r o p e r t y to become a 
but not documented t h a t he was 

to George W. Parsons i n 1905, who 
f u l l - t i m e farmer. I t i s b e l i e v e d 
a r e l a t i v e of H. C. P a r s o n s , He 

l i v e d i n the house 200 y a r d s from the t a v e r n u n t i l he bought i t i n 
1919, s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s m a r r i a g e t o Mary E l i z a b e t h W i l l i a m s . Ms. 
W i l l i a m s had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n the t a v e r n as a bo a r d e r when she 
had f i r s t moved to Ro.ckbridge County to become the f i r s t woman 
p r i n c i p a l of N a t u r a l B r i d g e S c h o o l . 

Parsons renamed the t a v e r n R o c k b r i d g e Inn and op e r a t e d i t as such 
i n con.junction w i t h the farm. The Inn was pop u l a r w i t h v i s i t o r s to 
N a t u r a l B r i d g e . The Lee Highway, the pr i m a r y road f o r t r a v e l e r s , 
passed r i g h t i n f r o n t o f the I n n , f o l l o w i n g the r o u t e of the"»Great 
V a l l e y Road. In a d d i t i o n , the P a r s o n s e s used the i n n as a b o a r d i n g 
house f o r l o c a l s c h o o l t e a c h e r s . Even d u r i n g the Great D e p r e s s i o n , 
the Parsonses were a b l e t o make ends meet from the income from the 
Inn . 

In 1936, the Lee Highvv'ay was s l i g h t l y r e - r o u t e d , c u t t i n g the 
Rockb r i d g e Inn o f f from the main t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r o u t e f o r the f i r s t 
time i n i t s h i s t o r y . The ro a d moved because of a p o l i t i c a l 
maneuver by J , Lee D a v i s , manager o f the N a t u r a l B r i d g e , and Mr. 
Anderson, S t a t e Road Commissioner. A c c o r d i n g to f a m i l y l e g e n d . The 
N a t u r a l B r i d g e H o t e l was l o s i n g b u s i n e s s to the l o c a l i n n s , 
i n c l u d i n g Rockbridge I n n , and D a v i s wanted to r e c a p t u r e t h a t 
b u s i n e s s . H i s p l o y was t o r e - r o u t e the prim a r y f l o w o f t r a f f i c 
away from the i n n s , and he was s u c c e s s f u l i n c o n v i n c i n g Anderson t o 
do j u s t t h a t . R o c k b r i d g e Inn was e f f e c t i v e l y put out of b u s i n e s s 
as an i n n ; i t c o n t i n u e d t o r e n t rooms t o b o a r d e r s , but the t o u r i s t 
boom was over. 
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At the death of G. W. Pa r s o n s i n 1952, Rockbridge Inn p a s s e d t o h i s 
w i f e , then t o h i s t h r e e c h i l d r e n f o l l o w i n g her deat h . I n 1968, 
Nanc.y, the youngest of the t h r e e , a c q u i r e d R o c k b r i d g e Inn and e i g h t 
a c r e s as her share of the p r o p e r t j " , w h i l e her two b r o t h e r s s h a r e d 
the remainder of the farm. " The farm property- was l a t e r d i v i d e d 
between George Parsons and P e t e r P a r s o n s ' s widow. The farm i s used 
as a c a t t l e farm today, and R o c k b r i d g e Inn i s the r e s i d e n c e of 
Nancy and her husband'Louis Skidmore. 

R o c k b r i d g e Inn has p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e m the development of 
Roc k b r i d g e County. I t was a prominent component i n the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n t h e a r e a as i t was d e v e l o p i n g ; i t has v e r y 
c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h N a t u r a l B r i d g e , an i m p o r t a n t r e s o u r c e i n the 
county; and i t was a p a r t o f t h e l i v e s of many people who made 
g r e a t c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the development of the a r e a . 
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Rockbridge Inn 
Name of Property 

^Rockbridge County, VA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property a p p r o x . 1 A- arrrRg; 

UTM References 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 ll i7̂  ! (Si? q n 4 ci i' 6i ^ 4 coi 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I I I I i I \ \ \ I I \ ' 1 \ \ L J 

3 L J 1_J 
Zone Easting 

4 ' I 1 i I I I I 

Northing 

i \ L 
n See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Dianne and Joseph Pierce. Consultants 

organization date 7 / 5 / 9 4 

street & number P . O . B o x 8 9 9 

city or town West Tisbury 

telephone ( 5 0 8 ) 6 9 3 - 3 0 5 3 

state MA zip code 02575 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items witn the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs cf the property. 

Additional items 

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Nancy Skidmore 

street & number Route 1 Box 399  

city or town Natural Bridge 

telephone (703) 291-1355 

state VA zip code 24578 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time tor reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of I 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. ; 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Rockbridge Inn p r o p e r t y c o n s i s t s of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4.5 a c r e s , 
w i t h b o u n d a r i e s c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o those of the p a r c e l owned by Nancy 
Skidmore, p a r c e l #2A1. t a x map #106, 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The t a x p a r c e l boundary encompasses the house and enough 
s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d t o su g g e s t t h e h i s t o r i c c o n t e x t of the p r o p e r t y . 
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ALL PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OF: 

ROCKBRIDGE INN 
R o c k b r i d g e County, V i r g i n i a 
VDHR F i l e Number: 81-399 

Dianne P i e r c e , Photographer 
A p r i l , 1994 

A l l n e g a t i v e s are s t o r e d w i t h the Department of H i s t o r i c Resources 
c o l l e c t i o n at the V i r g i n i a S t a t e L i b r a r y and A r c h i v e s . 

1. VIEW OF: Front ( s o u t h ) and e a s t facades, l o o k i n g n o r t h w e s t . 
NEG. NO.: 136 36 
PHOTO 1 of 10 

2. VIEW OF: F r o n t ( s o u t h ) f a c a d e , l o o k i n g n o r t h . 
NEG. NO.: 13633 
PHOTO 2 of 10 

3. VIEW OF: East f a c a d e , l o o k i n g west. 
NEG, NO.: 136 36 
PHOTO 3 of 10 

4. VIEW OF: West f a c a d e , l o o k i n g n o r t h e a s t . 
NEG. NO.: 13633 
PHOTO 4 of 10 

5. VIEW OF: North and west f a c a d e s , l o o k i n g s o u t h e a s t . 
NEG. NO.: 13636 
PHOTO 5 of 10 

6. VIEW OF: S t a i r h a l l , f i r s t f l o o r . 
NEG. NO.: 13634 
PHOTO 6 of 10 
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7. VIEW OF: M a n t e l , s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r bedroom, second f l o o r . 
NEG. NO.: 13 6 3 5 
PHOTO 7 of 10 

8. VIEW OF: M a n t e l , southwest c o r n e r bedroom, second f l o o r . 
NEG. NO.: 13635 
PHOTO 8 of 10 

9, VIEW OF: I n t e r i o r d o o r s and t r i m , d i n i n g room ( c e n t r a l room, 
n o r t h wing) . 

NEG. NO.: 13634 
PHOTO 9 of 10 

10, VIEW OF: Garage and shed o u t b u i l d i n g s , l o o k i n g west. 
NEG. NO.: 13633 
PHOTO 10 of 10 
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H. Alexander Wise, Jr., Director 
COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 

Department of Historic Resources 

221 Go-,'ernor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

RECEIVED 413 

irfTERAGENCV RESOURCE DIVISION 
NATIONAL fV^K SERVICE 

March 3, 1995 

Ms, Carol ShuU 
National Register 
National Park Service 
800 North Capitol Street 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Rockbridge Inn, Rockbridge County, Virginia 

Dear Ms. ShuU: 

The enclosed nomination, Rockbridge Inn, Rockbridge County, Virginia, is submitted for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, This nomination has been considered 
by the State Review Board and there have been no owner objections received. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

James Christian Hill 
National Register Coordinator 

Enclosure 

TELEPHONE: (804) 786-3143 TDD: (804) 786-1934 FAX: (804) 225-4261 

An Equal Opportunity Agency 


