


6. Function or Uae 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : r a i l - r e l a t e d 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : r a i l - r e l a t e d 

7. Description 
Architectural Clascification 
(enter categories from Instructions) 

No s t y l e 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

n/a 
foundation 
walls s t e e l 

roof _ 
other. 

s t e e l 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

[ • s e e continuation sheet 
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Sununary 
The Dinwiddie County, built in 1926 as tiie Mount Angeles by the Pullman Company, is a 
heavyweight, all-steel sleeping car with ten sections and one observation lounge. The car 
was the first of a lot of thirty that were built by Pullman between October and December 
1926. 

Description 
The Dinwiddie County is a heavyweight, all-steel sleeping car with ten sections and one 
observation lounge (known as a ten-and-one design). The standard Pullman sleeping car was 
of the twelve-and-one design. The standard car had a dozen pairs of facing seats that were 
made into lower berths. The upper berth folded down from the ceiling and the wall. This 
arrangement yielded a dozen upper and lower berths. There also was a drawing room for the 
traveler who wanted more privacy and could pay for it. The Dinwiddie County has only ten 
open sections and instead of a drawing room it has an observation lounge. 

The car was built at the Pullman Company's works in Chicago, Illinois, and was completed 
on 30 October 1926. The car was the first of this design produced by PuUmane. The 
Dinwiddie County measures 84 feet 1/4 inches between draw bar faces, which are the 
extreme end of the car, and stands 14 feet 11/16 inches from the top of the rail to the top of 
the roof. The body is 10 feet 1 inch wide and the car weighs 172,400 pounds. It has a 
celestory roof that provided ventilation to the car through a series of vents and fans. The 
roof was modified, with the addition of an enclosure over the middle section, by the Pullman 
Company in 1937 for the addition of mechanical air-conditioning. 

As originally built the Dinwiddie County did not have a vestibule or platform on the 
observation lounge end. The car was thus a blunt-end car and could only be operate as the 
last car in the train. During the 1930s the Pullman Company fitted a platform, vestibule, 
diaphragm, and buffer plate to the car to allow it to be operated at any position in the train. 

The trucks, upon which the car rides, are of the triple axle, swing-hanger design. The wheel 
sets were originally the waste-and-joumal type. This method had a brass bearing resting atop 
the axle and lubricated by oil-saturated wool waste enclosed in a hinged-lid joumal box on 
the side frame of the truck. As car weights and train speeds increased this method of 
lubrication lead to problems with joumal overheating and cars being placed out of service. 
To solve this problem railroads started to replace waste joumals on both passenger and freight 
cars with roller bearing joumals beginning after World War II. The Dinwiddie County's 
were replaced in 1970 with a transitional joumal system known as lubricator pads. With this 
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system the joumal box, in which the axle sits, is packed with pads soaked in oil. The car is 
fitted with Type E couplers. 

Westinghouse UCB passenger-type air brake equipment was installed on the car. The brake 
shoes are of the composition type. Air brake equipment is identified by letters which refer to 
the components of the system. As with all passenger-type air brakes the UCB equipment has 
a pressure maintaining feature. This feature keeps tiie brake pipe pressure constant once a 
service reduction—an application of the brakes to slow or stop the train-has been made. 
Without this feature air pressure would continue to leak off after the initial reduction causing 
an increasingly stronger, and potentially undesirable and dangerous, over- application of the 
brakes. The air brake equipment has been modified many times over the life of the car to 
keep it in compliance with Federal Railway Administration regulations. The car is fitted with 
a hand brake located in tiie vestibule of Uie B, or leading, end. Each vestibule is also fitted 
with a conductor's valve, for emergency application of the brakes, and an air signalling 
appliance by which the conductor can communicate with the locomotive cab. 

The exterior car body of tiie Dinwiddie County is painted Pullman green. The name Pullman 
was painted above the windows on both sides of the car. At the time of the car's sale in 
1965 the name Old Dominion Chapter was painted over the name Pullman. Before the 
installation of mechanical air-conditioning the windows of the car could be raised and 
lowered by passengers. After the air-conditioning was installed the windows were fixed in 
the closed position. The interior is painted in the standard light shade of Pullman green and 
cream colors. The seats of the ten open sections are covered in Pullman green fabric. The 
fumiture and fumishings in the observation lounge are original to the car and were 
manufactured in the Pullman shops in Chicago. They are of a style commonly referred to as 
Railroad or Pullman Deco. 

The men's and women's washrooms are fitted with standard Pullman sofas and frosted, 
etched glass windows. The sinks and toilet fixtures are porcelain and nickel. Water for 
drinking and washing is provided from tanks located beneath the floor of the car. Heat for 
hot water is provided through the train steam line, this is the same line that provided heat for 
the car. As was the American practice until the late 1980s, waste water from the washrooms 
was dumped directiy onto the roadbed. 

As built, the car received electrical power through a belt-driven generator mounted on the A, 
or trailing, end tmck. This produced electiicity to mn the fans and lights when the ti"ain was 
in motion. To provide power when the train was stopped, wet-cell Edison batteries were 
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located under the car body. All passenger cars in the United States, both sleepers and day 
coaches, used 32-volt DC power. This changed in 1971 when the National Rail Passenger 
Corporation (Amtrak) started to equip its locomotives and car fleets with 440-volt AC 
electrical service, known as hotel power or head-end power. The Dinwiddie County still has 
her Edison batteries and car body mounted generator. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

pn nationally • statewide • locally 

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria [ Z I A [ X J C I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) C H A ^ C • £ I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Transportation 1926-1940 n/a 

Cultural Affiliation 
n/a 

Significant Person Architect/Buiider 
n/a The Pullman Company 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atwve. 

fxl See continuation sheet 
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Statement of Signincance 
The Dinwiddie County, built in 1926 as the Mount Angeles by the Pullman Company, is an 
excellent example of a heavyweight, all-steel sleeping car. Built with ten sections and one 
observation lounge, the car is typical of the railroad passenger sleeping cars that once criss­
crossed the nation from the 1920s to the 1950s. Of tiie thirty cars built to this plan only two 
are know to be extant. The twelve section one drawing room car, which was the standard car 
of the Pullman fleet, had over five thousand built during the Company's life. The Dinwiddie 
County possesses a high level of integrity and has national significance in the area of 
architecture. 

Historical Background 
Before the advent of subsidized highways and air transportation, if a businessman or tourist 
wanted to travel between cities he went by rail. If he wanted to travel in comfort and luxury 
he travelled in a Pullman car.' The Pullman Company was founded by George M . Pullman 
in 1868. When it took over its last competitor, the Wagner Palace Car Company, in 1899, 
the Pullman Company, located in Chicago, Illinois, had a monopoly on sleeping car 
operations in the United States.̂  

At the height of its operation fifty thousand people a night traveled on the Pullman system. 
In 1930 it operated 9,801 cars that covered 133,800 route miles and eamed the Pullman 
Company a profit of $7,404,000.̂  Pullman was such a large part of American life that for 
many people a sleeping car was simply a Pullman and the name quickly passed into the 
language.'* 

The Pullman Company operated a unique enterprise: it leased its cars to the railroads instead 
of selling them. The railroads hauled the cars and performed routine maintenance on them. 
Pullman did everything else. The company supplied its own porters, conductors, linen, 
blankets, tableware, food, and so on. The company was in effect the largest hotel proprietor 
in the United States. The major difference between Pullman's operation and a conventional 
hotel was that Pullman's guests went to sleep in one town and awoke in another. 

In 1940 the United States Justice Department sued the Pullman Company for violating both 
the Sherman and Clayton anti-tmst acts and charged the company with operating a monopoly 
and other unfair trade practices. When judgment was finally rendered against the company in 
1947 Pullman choose to sell its operating division to a group of fifty-seven railroads. 
Pullman continued to provide the crews and supplies for the cars, but no longer owned them. 
On 1 January 1969, after posting losses of $22,000,000 in 1968, Pullman announced that it 
would no longer operate sleeping cars.̂  As part of Pullman's fleet reduction program to try 
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and curb losses many cars were sold. The Dinwiddie County was sold to the Old Dominion 
Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, in 1965. 

When it was completed in October 1926, the car was named the Mount Angeles. All thirty 
of the cars in this lot carried the names of mountains, for example the Mount Broderick and 
the Mount Wood. In June 1934 Pullman changed the name of the car to Dinwiddie and 
again in April 1937 the name was changed to Dinwiddie County, which name it retains to 
this day. These name changes represent the car's transfer to service on the Norfolk and 
Westem Railway's trains operating to and from Virginia. 

The Dinwiddie County differs from the standard Pullman sleeping car in that it has ten open 
sections and an observation lounge as opposed to the standard twelve open sections and one 
drawing room. The car was designed to mn as the last car in a train, taking the place of the 
open-platform observation car. The car was designed to allow passengers to have a large 
area for observing the passing scenery without exposing them the elements as was necessary 
with the open-platform cars. The standard twelve-and-one car did not provide a place for 
passengers to move about in the same way that the observation lounge did. Of the almost 
10,000 cars operated by the Pullman Company only the thirty of this design were ever built. 
Physical evidence on tiie underside of the car suggests that this car may have started out as an 
observation platform car. The area of the vestibule on the lounge end shows signs of welding 
that are consistent with the addition of an enclosure for that end. In the absence of 
documentation in existing Pullman Company records it is believed that the lounge end of the 
car was closed off so that a diaphragm and buffer plate could be added. These devices are 
necessary so that passengers and crew can move from one car to another. Until the addition 
of the diaphragm and buffer plate the Dinwiddie County could only mn as the last car in a 
train, thus severely limiting its use. Of the thirty cars built to this plan only the Dinwiddie 
County and one other car are known to exist. ̂  It is not known why Pullman chose to build 
cars of this particular design. They accommodated fewer revenue passengers than the twelve-
and-one car and did not make up for the loss of revenue by having a bar. In a highly 
regulated industry, which the railroads were during the car's operational life, to give up 
revenue space without some sort of compensation was highly unusual. It is believed that only 
thirty cars were built because they were seen as not being as productive of revenue to the 
Pullman Company as the standard twelve-and-one car. 

The car was built as a fleet car, that is, it was to operate anywhere within th Pullman system. 
In June 1950 the car was repainted in Norfolk and Western Railroad colors and assigned to 
exclusive use on the N&W's routes. 
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With the exceptions of the addition of mechanical air-conditioning and the observation end 
platform and vestibule, the car remained unchanged, and does to this day, from when it was 
placed in service. That she has done so after accumulating uncounted thousands of miles and 
severing thousands of patrons is a testament to both the durability of the car and the skill of 
her builders. 

The Dinwiddie County has national significance in the area of transportation as an excellent 
example of the only method of inter-city travel in the United States for many years. It is one 
of two known survivors of its type and plan. It retains its original fumishings and 
appointments and evokes a way of travel and life that is no longer. 

Joseph S. White III 
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Primary location of additional data: 
[Estate hiatorie preservation office 
Q Other State agency 
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• Univereity 
• other 
Specify repository: 
VA Dept. of Hi s t o r i c Resources 
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10. Geographical Data 
AerMga of property Less than one acre" 

UTM References 
A L U |2 |5 ,3 |0 ,6 ,0 I |4 ,1 |5 ,1 |7 ,8 ,0 

Zone Easting Northing 
c l I I I _L 

Zone Easting 
L 
Northing 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

A l l of the area included within the overall dimensions of the car, including 
trucks, couplers, and appliances. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the car and the mechanical devices and appliances necessary for 
i t s operation. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

All photographs are of: 

DINWIDDIE COUNTY PULLMAN CAR 
Midlothian vie, Chesterfield County, Va. 

DHR File 20-23, Neg. No. 10995 

CREDIT: Joseph S. White III 
DATE: February 1991 
NEGATIVE FILED: Va. State Library & Archives 
VIEW OF: Side elevation 
PHOTO: 1 of 5 

CREDIT: Joseph S. White III 
DATE: February 1991 
NEGATIVE FILED: Va. State Library & Archives 
VIEW OF: A-end vestibule 
PHOTO: 2 of 5 

CREDIT: Joseph S. White IE 
DATE: February 1991 
NEGATIVE FILED: Va. State Library & Archives 
VIEW OF: B-end vestibule 
PHOTO: 3 of 5 

4. CREDIT: Joseph S. White IH 
DATE: February 1991 
NEGATIVE FILED: Va. State Library & Archives 
VIEW OF: Interior open-section 
PHOTO: 4 of 5 

CREDIT: Joseph S. White IU 
DATE: February 1991 
NEGATIVE FILED: Va. State Library & Archives 
VIEW OF: Interior lounge section 
PHOTO: 5 of 5 
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COMMEâ T WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7 A^/ ^ / DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

cMturij Q̂j&rooX MjL i j ^ CM^ Jk KW/i^oXtm 

RECOM./CRITEI?]EA. 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE \}xi-hr\0^ 
DATE 7/3 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N/see attached SLR Y/N 

^ iK 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

.materials 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Per i o d Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e — C h e c k and j u s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity ' ' 
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e to the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y to s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage v e r b a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d to 

Phone 

Signed i _ • ' ' ' ' Date ' 

























J U 
1-j W I—i u 

MAY 2 2 1S91 

Hugh C. Miller, Director 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Department of Historic Resources 

221 Governor Street 
Richinond, Virginia 23219 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

TDD: (804) 786-1934 
Telephone (804) 786-3143 
FAX; (804) 225-4261 

April 29, 1991 
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1100 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Dinwiddie County Pullman Car, Chesterfield County, Virginia 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The enclosed nomination, Dinwiddie County Pullman Car, Chesterfield County, Virginia, is 
submitted for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. This nomination has 
been considered by the State Review Board and there have been no owner objections 
received. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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