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1. Nime of Propertv" 
hiatoric name Plumb House 
Other namea/alte number DHR f i l e 136-3 

2. Location 
n/a I I not for publication street & number 1012 West Main Street 
n/a I I vicinity city, town Waynesboro 

llete Virginia code VA county Waynesboro (city)code 820 zip code 22980 

3. Claaalflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

1 private 
1 public-local 
J public-State 

^ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
fx] bulldlng(s) 
• district 
• site 
y structure 
Z2 object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

2 

0 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 
0 sites 
0 structures 
0 objects 
1 Tots! 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
n /a 

Number of contributing resources previously  
listed In the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Ragister of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60, 
In my opirjien, the property^JaJmeats does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certi ying official 
Directo^:, Department of Historic Resources 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

rOintered In the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet, 

[m determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet, 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
d l other, (explain:) 

Bntered In the 

Ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Sinqle dwellinq 
Secondary structure 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Sinqle dwellinq 
SeGX>rx3ary st^iacture 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Early Republic: Federal 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

^TCNE: limestone 
ASBESTOS (siding) 

roof _ 
other. 

WCXX) fstxucture and trim) 
METAL 
WOOD (porch) 

Describe present and liistoric physical appearance.  

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Plumb House i s a r a r e s u r v i v a l : a r e l a t i v e l y u n a l t e r e d c i r c a 
1810-2 0 l o g d w e l l i n g l o c a t e d i n a coiiunerical area of Waynesboro, an 
e a r l y V a l l e y of V i r g i n i a town th a t has l o s t most of i t s nineteenth-
century b u i l d i n g s . The o r i g i n a l , main block of the house i s a two-
s t o r y , three-bay l o g s t r u c t u r e r e s t i n g on an uncoursed rubblestone 
foundation. The house has a central-passage p l a n created i n the 
mid-nineteenth century from the o r i g i n a l h a l l - p a r l o r p l a n . Two 
e x t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys heat f i r e p l a c e s on both f l o o r s of the main 
bl o c k ; one of these chimneys has rare glazed-header, Flemish-bond 
b r i c k p a t t e r n i n g . The present f r o n t porch, w i t h Greek R e v i v a l 
d e t a i l i n g , was added i n the mid-nineteenth century. The only 
s u r v i v i n g a d d i t i o n i s a c i r c a 1870-90 one-story, two-room-plan 
k i t c h e n e l l at the r e a r of the house. 

The nominated property c o n s i s t s of a l o t measuring 75* x 210'. On 
i t stands the main house and two small outbuildings. A c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g i s the smokehouse-cum-summer k i t c h e n , an unusual b u i l d i n g 
t h a t may date t o the e a r l y nineteenth century, but which was 
brought t o i t s present form i n the l a t e nineteenth century. A 
sma l l noncontributing twentieth-century shed a l s o stands on the 
property. 

ARCHITECTDRAL AMALYSIS 

The Plumb House, one of a handful of antebellum s t r u c t u r e s remaining i n 
Waynesboro, faces north on a l e v e l s i t e t h a t slopes a b r u p t l y t o West Main 
S t r e e t . I t i s lo c a t e d between two concrete-block commercial b u i l d i n g s , 
making the Plumb House an anomaly on a o n c e - r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t t h a t has 
become commercial. Few t r e e s remain on the property, and an e a r l y fence 
no longer s u r v i v e s . The south e l e v a t i o n faces Sycamore A l l e y . The west 
edge of the property borders South New Hope Road, which i s no longer i n 
use. 

The o r i g i n a l house i s a two-story l o g s t r u c t u r e t h a t measures 32 ' x 20' 
and i s s e t on an uncoursed rubble limestone foundation. Deeply rooted i n 
the Federal t r a d i t i o n of the Shenandoah V a l l e y , t h i s central-passage-plan 
house probably was constructed on a hall-chamber p l a n . The house has a 
gable roof t h a t i s covered w i t h standing-seam sheet metal and i s flanked 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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on both sides by t a l l brick exterior end chimneys. A single-story one-
room addition was constructed i n the late 1870s. 

The o r i g i n a l house and the 1870s addition f i r s t were covered with 
weatherboards, but t h i s siding was replaced i n the 1930s with asbestos 
shingles. The three-bay facade i s dominated by a single-story wooden 
mid-nineteenth century (or Greek Revival) porch that was added to the 
house sometime during the early 1880s. 

The windows were o r i g i n a l l y glazed with nine-over-nine double-hung sash, 
but these were replaced with four-over-four double-hung sash windows 
around 1880. The windows are surrounded by p l a i n architrave mouldings. 
The main entrance of the house, also located on the north elevation, has 
a six-paneled door with a four-pane transom. 

The chimney on the east elevation of the house i s o r i g i n a l to the house 
and i s l a i d i n Flemish bond with regular glazed headers, creating a 
checkerboard pattern on the broad face of the chimney. The use of glazed 
headers was extremely rare i n early Valley construction and only a few 
examples are known to survive. This end of the house has no openings. 

The chimney on the west elevation of the house i s a late-nineteenth-
century replacement of the o r i g i n a l structure. I t i s l a i d i n American 
bond and contains smaller bricks than the chimney located on the east 
elevation. I t i s composed with an i r r e g u l a r pattern of nine or ten 
headers set c e n t r a l l y on the broad face of the chimney and repeated every 
f i v e , seven, nine or eleven courses. One f i r s t story window, glazed with 
four-bay double-hung sash i s to the south of t h i s chimney. At the a t t i c 
l e v e l , the chimney i s flanked on either side by small four-paned casement 
windows. 

The main entrance opens into the central passage. This narrow passage i s 
ornamented with a p l a i n chair r a i l and baseboard. D i r e c t l y opposite the 
front door i s a board-and-batten door that o r i g i n a l l y served as a back 
door to the house. The door now leads to a small modern bathroom added 
to the house during the 1930s. 

One room i s located on either side of the passage. Both rooms have 
fi r e p l a c e s and are almost i d e n t i c a l i n s i z e . The "best" room, or parlor, 
can be entered from the east side of the passage. The room has f l a t 
wainscoting on a l l four walls. The west wall of t h i s room i s covered 
with shiplapped boards. The east wall of the parlor has an extraordinary 
Federal mantel embellished with a complex series of moldings, carved 
rosettes, and stop-fluted Doric p i l a s t e r s . 
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Located i n the northwest corner of the parlor i s a winder s t a i r enclosed 
by c a r e f u l l y - f i t t e d v e r t i c a l boards. Beneath the s t a i r i s a small door 
opening into a shallow closet. 

Opposite the passage from the parlor i s the west room of the house. This 
room has a p l a i n mantel with a shelf. Modern fiberboard paneling has 
been i n s t a l l e d above the o r i g i n a l wide molded chair r a i l . O r i g i n a l or 
early plaster survives below the chair r a i l . 

The second-story plan of the house i s i d e n t i c a l to that of the f i r s t 
f l o o r and the two l e v e l s are connected by the steep wooden winder s t a i r 
that i s accessible through a doorway i n the c e n t r a l passage. 

An extensive renovation of the Plumb House seems to have taken place 
during the l a t e 1870s or early 1880s when the porch and window sash were 
replaced, and when the single-story one-room addition was b u i l t onto the 
south elevation. The wood-frame addition was divided during another 
renovation i n the 1930s. I t has the same ex t e r i o r covering and roofing 
as the o r i g i n a l house. A window i n the south elevation was replaced by a 
doorway to permit access to the addition. The west w a l l of the addition 
has three bays, a door situated between two windows, which are smaller 
than the windows of the o r i g i n a l house. The doorway was made 
inaccessible when the room was partitioned during the 1930s. The east 
wal l contains a doorway which serves as the back entrance of the house. 
The kitchen i s l i t by three windows, one each on the east, south, and 
west elevations. A brick stove flu e i s located c e n t r a l l y on the 
p a r t i t i o n w a l l . 

At some time the roof of the addition was raised and a small porch was 
b u i l t onto i t s east side. The foundation i s made of concrete and the 
p l a i n columns are wooden. The roof covering i s consistent with that of 
the rest of the house. 

The smokehouse/summer kitchen i s located a few feet southeast of the rear 
addition. This wood-framed building measures about 32' x 28' and i s clad 
i n both vertical-board wood siding and asbestos shingles. Two doorways 
pierce the south elevation of the smokehouse/summer kitchen. The windows 
of the b u i l d i n g vary i n s i z e and a few are boarded over. The roofing i s 
standing-seam metal. 

A wooden shed, measuring 20' x 8' l i e s along the west side of the 
property. The east elevation of the shed has three doors hung with heavy 
wrought-iron hinges. There are two wooden hopper windows on the shed. 
Flush v e r t i c a l wooden boards cover the e x t e r i o r of the shed. The roofing 
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is standing-seam sheet metal. 

A slaughterhouse once stood on the Plumb property somewhere to the 
southwest of the surviving shed. Much of the original extensive back 
yard was paved with brick, and the front yard extended much farther north 
than i t does today. Much of the front yard was lost when Main Street was 
widened and paved. 

Inventory. Plumb House 

1. Main dwelling 

2. Kitchen/smokehouse 

3. Shed 

early I9th c. 

mid to late 19th c. 

mid 20th c. 

building 

building 

structure 

contributing 

contributing 

noncontributing 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [ U statewide Qx] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria O A O B C H J C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ C Q D I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e c a . 1810 - 1 8 8 0 c l 8 1 0 

1838 
C1880 

Cultural Affiliation 
n/a 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
NZA N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance rK>ted above.  

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Constructed between 1810 and 1820, the Plumb House i s one of the o l d e s t 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t d w e l l i n g s i n the c i t y of Waynesboro, which was l a i d 
out i n l o t s i n 1797 and incorporated as a town four years l a t e r . The 
house was erected f o r Thomas Wilson i n one of Waynesboro's f i r s t 
s u b d i v i s i o n s . A l f r e d Plumb, who operated a tavern elsewhere i n town, 
purchased the property as h i s residence i n 1838, and i t has remained i n 
the hands of the Plumb f a m i l y ever s i n c e . Now l o c a t e d i n a commercial 
area of the c i t y , the house i s a two-story l o g s t r u c t u r e b u i l t on a h a l l -
chamber plan l a t e r converted t o a central-passage p l a n . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 
the house i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by elaborate F e d e r a l - s t y l e mantels and an 
e x t e r i o r end chimney of Flemish-bond b r i c k w i t h patterned glazed headers. 
S u r v i v i n g examples of such brickwork are r a r e i n the V a l l e y of V i r g i n i a . 
The property a l s o i n c l u d e s an e a r l y smokehouse-cum-summer k i t c h e n . 

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA 

The Plumb House i s e l i g i b l e f o r i n c l u s i o n on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c Places under C r i t e r i o n C. I t i s a r a r e s u r v i v a l of an e a r l y -
nineteenth-century suburban d w e l l i n g and r e t a i n s much of i t s i n t e g r i t y . 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Although the v i l l a g e of Waynesboro f i r s t was l a i d out i n 1797, the town 
was not incorporated by an act of the General Assembly u n t i l 8 January 
1801. Lots were bought and s o l d b r i s k l y , and soon t r a c t s of land 
bordering the new town were subdivided f o r s a l e and development. 

Claudius Buster and Jacob Bumgardner created one such s u b d i v i s i o n j u s t t o 
the west of Waynesboro. They d i v i d e d t h e i r p a r c e l of land i n t o seventeen 

I^See continuation sheet 
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t h r e e - a c r e l o t s . In A p r i l 1805 W i l l i a m Nabours purchased one of the l o t s 
(Number 11) f o r $90. He s o l d i t f o r the same amount two years l a t e r , on 
28 September 18 07, t o Isham Johnston. In J u l y 1810 Johnston s o l d the l o t 
to Thomas Wilson f o r $100. Because the p r i c e of the l o t remained 
e s s e n t i a l l y the same throughout these t r a n s a c t i o n s , i t i s l i k e l y . . t h a t no 
d w e l l i n g had been constructed p r i o r to Wilson's purchase i n 1810. 

Thomas Wilson d i e d i n 1818 and l e f t a l l h i s property t o h i s w i f e , Martha 
Wilson, then t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n upon her remarriage or death. B u i l d i n g s 
valued at $700 stood on the property i n 1820, the f i r s t year t h a t t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n was recorded i n the land tax books. I t i s t h e r e f o r e l i k e l y 
t h a t the d w e l l i n g p r e s e n t l y known as the Plumb House was b u i l t between 
1810 and 1820. 

The property remained i n the hands of the Wilson h e i r s u n t i l 1833, when 
they s o l d h a l f of the l o t and b u i l d i n g s t o J . Thomas Micky. In 1835 the 
h e i r s s o l d the other h a l f of the l o t , upon which the Plumb House s i t s , to 
Robert Guy. The value of the b u i l d i n g s on each h a l f - l o t was assessed at 
$350. 

In 1838 Robert and G i l l e y S. Guy s o l d t h e i r h a l f of the l o t t o A l f r e d 
Plumb. The new owner had begun a c q u i r i n g property i n the o r i g i n a l p a r t 
of Waynesboro i n 1837, when he moved to the town from Richmond. His 
Waynesboro property soon included a tav e r n t h a t was l o c a t e d on the 
southeast corner of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of present-day Wayne Avenue and Main 
S t r e e t , as w e l l as other l o t s . 

A ccording t o the Plumb f a m i l y B i b l e , A l f r e d Plumb was the son of F r a n c i s 
Plumb, a copperplate engraver who emigrated from England t o P h i l a d e l p h i a 
i n 1826. A l f r e d Plumb died i n 1850 and l e f t h i s property t o h i s w i f e , 
Mary Plumb.^ The Plumb House has remained i n the hands of h i s descendants 
ever s i n c e . 

A f t e r the C i v i l War began A l f r e d Plumb's son Henry j o i n e d thegConfederate 
army and was k i l l e d i n J u l y 1862 at the B a t t l e of Manassas. The war 
found the Plumb House when on 2 March 1865 Union General P h i l i p H. 
Sheridan engaged the Confederate s o l d i e r s of J u b a l E a r l y ' s army at 
Waynesboro. Because the Plumb House stood at the western edge of town, 
the b a t t l e v i r t u a l l y was fought i n i t s back yard. 

A l f r e d E. Plumb, the s u r v i v i n g son of the e l d e r A l f r e d Plumb, i n h e r i t e d 
the f a m i l y home from h i s mother i n 1860 and l i v e d t h e r e f o r the remainder 
of h i s l i f e . He operated a s u c c e s s f u l slaughterhouse on the re a r of the 
property^ which was then j o i n e d by the woods t h a t bordered the o u t s k i r t s 
of town. 

A l f r e d E. Plumb died i n 1918 and l e f t the house t o , b i s daughter W i l l i e 
Ann Plumb on the c o n d i t i o n t h a t she never marry. W i l l i e Ann Plumb—; 
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Miss W i l l i e , as most c i t i z e n s of Waynesboro c a l l e d h e r — m a i n t a i n e d the 
household a f t e r her f a t h e r ' s death. She a l s o reared her nephew, W i l l i a m 
Howard Plumb, who came to 1012 West Main S t r e e t upon the death of h i s 
mother when he was seven months o l d . When W i l l i a m H. Plumb was grown he 
and h i s w i f e L o i s continued t o l i v e at 1012 West Main S t r e e t w i t h W i l l i e 
Ann Plumb. In the e a r l y 1950s W i l l i e Ann Plumb moved t o a residence on 
J e f f e r s o n Parkway. 

In 1948 Waynesboro was incorporated as an independent c i t y . A l s o i n th a t 
year the c i t y t a x assessor reduced the assessed.value of the Plumb House 
property "by $800 by a B[oar]d of Equal Order," probably because of the 
d e m o l i t i o n of the slaughterhouse at the r e a r of the pr o p e r t y . A Sanborn 
Insurance map r e v i s e d i n February 1952 shows the Plumb House and, beneath 
a s m a l l patch of paper, the o u t l i n e of the defunct slaughterhouse. 

In 1957 W i l l i e Ann Plumb died and l e f t the house t o W i l l i a m H. Plumb i n 
g r a t i t u d e f o r h i s care of her over the years. W i l l i a m H. Plumb, L o i s 
Plumb, and t h e i r three c h i l d r e n a l l remained i n the house a f t e r W i l l i e 
Ann Plumb's death. On 8 March 1983 W i l l i a m H. Plumb d i e d i n t e s t a t e and 
the p r o p e r t y devolved t o L o i s Plumb. Mrs. Plumb s t i l l r e s i d e s at 1012 
West Main S t r e e t . She has witnessed many changes t o her house: the 
a d d i t i o n of e l e c t r i c i t y , a bathroom, a p a r t i t i o n w a l l i n the r e a r one-
room e l l t h a t allows her t o have a modern k i t c h e n , and a sheathing of 
asbestos s h i n g l e s f o r the e n t i r e house. In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , Mrs. Plumb 
w i l l be the l a s t of her f a m i l y t o i n h a b i t t h i s house, which has perhaps 
the longest continuous f a m i l y ownership and re s i d e n c e of any house i n 
Waynesboro. 
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Street & number M r̂y Washington Colleqe  
city or town Fredericksburq 

. date 1 ./I n/qn 

. telephone.  

. state va 
7 m - R Q Q - Q ? Q 7 

. Zip code 224Q1 

• U.S.QPO: 1 g88-0-223-gi 6 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l Survey F i l e 136-3. Department of H i s t o r i c Resources. 
Richmond, Va. 

Au d i t o r of P u b l i c Accounts. Land Tax Books. Augusta County. 1820-1863. 
V i r g i n i a S t ate L i b r a r y and Archives. Richmond, Va. (VSL&A). 

Augusta County. Deed Books 33, 34, 36, 57, 59. M i c r o f i l m . VSL&A. 

Augusta County. W i l l Books 12, 30, 72. M i c r o f i l m . VSL&A. 

Hening, W i l l i a m Waller, ed. The Statutes a t Large; Being a C o l l e c t i o n of 
a l l the Laws of V i r g i n i a , from the F i r s t Session of the L e g i s l a t u r e , 
i n the year 1619. . . . 13 v o l s . Richmond, P h i l a d e l p h i a , and New 
York, 1809-1823. 

The News-Virginian. 8 March 1977. 

Sanborn Insurance Map. Waynesboro. 1952. 

The War of the R e b e l l i o n : A Compilation of the O f f i c i a l Records of the 
Union and Confederate Armies. Prepared Under the D i r e c t i o n of the 
Secretarv of War bv Robert N. S c o t t . 129 v o l s . Washington: 
Government P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , 1880-1901. 

Waynesboro. Deed Book 25. C i t y C l e r k ' s O f f i c e , Waynesboro, Va. 

Waynesboro. W i l l Book 4. C i t y C l e r k ' s O f f i c e , Waynesboro, Va. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

1. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Shannon Reynolds, photographer 
1989 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 10073, frame 17A-18 
View of main facade of dwelling, looking west 

2. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Calder Loth, photographer 
1970 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. #556, frame 11 
Frontal view of main house, looking southwest 

3. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Shannon Reynolds, photographer 
1989 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 10073, frame 3A-4 
View of east gable end of main house, looking south. Shows Flemish-bond brick chimney. 

4. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Calder Loth, photographer 
1970 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. #555, frame 24 
View of dwelling showing rear of main block and rear ell with early round-headed louvered 
porch door. 
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5. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Calder Loth, photographer 
1970 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 556, frame lA-2 
Copy of old photo showing front of house as it appeared in late 19th century. 

6. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Ann McCleary, photographer 
1981 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 5868, frame 30 
Detail of mantel in east room, main floor. 

7. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Calder Loth, photographer 
1970 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 556, frame 8A-9 
View of unusual diagonal-board door in central passage, main floor, 

8. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Shannon Reynolds, photographer 
1989 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 10073, frame 3 
View of kitchen/smokehouse, with main house in background, looking north 
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9. Plumb House 
Waynesboro, VA 
Shannon Reynolds, photographer 
1989 
VA State Library, Richmond 
Neg. # 10073, frame lA-2 
View of (noncontributing) shed, looking north 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of West 
Main S t r e e t and Old South New Hope Road, proceed east along West 
Main S t r e e t 75', then proceed south 210' t o Sycamore A l l e y , then 
west along Sycamore A l l e y t o the southwest i n t e r s e c t i o n of 
Sycamore A l l e y and Old South New Hope Road, thence north t o the 
po i n t of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries of the nomination are drawn t o i n c l u d e the house 
and remaining o u t b u i l d i n g s h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
property. 
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Hugh C. Miller, Director 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Department of Historic Resources 

221 Governor Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

CZO 2 11390' 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

TDD: (804) 786-1934 
Telephone (804) 786-3143 
FAX: (804) 225-4261 

17 December 1990 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register 
National Park Service 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Plumb House, Waynesboro 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The enclosed nomination, Plumb House, Waynesboro, Virginia, is submitted for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

This nomination has been considered by the State Review Board and no objection letters have 
been received. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Jjdlie Vosmik 
Survey and Register Programs Manager 

Enclosure 


