
MP9 'im 10-900 OMB Na 103*0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
This form ia for uaa in nominatino or raquasting datarminations of aligibility for individual propartiaa or distriela. Saa inatruodona in Guidelines for 
CompMfng National ReglalBrFom* (National Ragitlar Bullatin IS). Complata aach ttam by marking 'x' in tha appropriata box or by antaring tha 
raquaatad information. If an itam doaa not apply to tha proparty baing doeumantad, antar 'N/A' for 'not applieabta.' For functiona, aiylas, 
matariala, and araaa of significanca, enter only tha catagorias and subcategoriea llatad in tha inatructlona. For additional spaoa usa oontlnuation 
shaeta (Fomi I0-900a). Typa all entrlea. 

1. Name Of Property 
historic name: Signal Hill 
other names/Site number Wilcoxen Signal Station; 44PW138 

2. Location 
street & number Signal Hill Road and Blooms Road ^ not for publication 

_ vicinity 
pcode: 22111 

ctty. town: Manassas 
state: Virginia code: VA county: Prince William code: 152 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
3^ publte-local 

_ public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property 
buikilng(s) 
district 

structure 
object 

Number of Resources wtthin Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

buikjings 
sttes 
stmctures 
objects 

^ ^ Total 

Number of contributing resources prevkMJSly 
listed in the Natksnal Register J2 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Clvfl War Properties, Prince WHllam County, VA 

4. Stata/Fedarai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the Nattonai Historic Presen/ation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
_ nomination request for determination of eligiblltty meets the documentation standards for registering 

properties in the~Nattonal Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinton, the property meets does not meet the Natksnal Register criteria. Saa 
continuation shaat 

Signatura of certifying official Data 

Stata or Fadaral agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet 

Signature of eommanting or olhar official Data 

Stata or Federal aganey and btiraau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
Saa continuation shaat. 

detennined eligible for the National 
Register ^ Sea continuation shaat. 

determined nofiigible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register. 
other (explain:) 

Signature of the Kaapar Data of Action 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions): 

Defense: military facHtty 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions): 

Landscape: forest 

7. Description 

Archttectural Qassification 
(enter categories from instructions): N/A 

Material (enter categories from instructions): 

foundation: 
walls: earth 

roof: 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

[ X ] See continuation sheet 

8. Statement Of Significance 

Certifying official has consklered the significance of this property in relatkxi to ottier properties: 

[X] nattonally [ ] statewkle [ ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ]A [ ]B ( ]C [ ]0 

Criteria Constoeratlons (Exceptions) [ ]A [ ]B [ ]C [ ]D [ ]E [ ]F [ ]G 

Period of Signiftoance: Signiftoant Dates: 

1861-1865 1861-1863 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from 
instructtons): 

Milttary 
Communication 

Cultural Affliatton: N/A 

Significant Person: N/A Archttect/BuUder N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria constoeratlons, and areas and periods of signiftoance noted 
above. 

[ X ] See continuation sheet 
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Property Type: 1st and 2nd Battle of Manassas 

Summarv Description 

Signal Hill, or Wilcoxen Signal Station, is located on Signal Hill 
Road and Manassas Drive approxinately one nile east of the old 
Manassas Junction, a part of the present-day city of Manassas, 
Virginia. Situated on the highest ridge in the Manassas area, the 
site is ccnposed of a fortification that served as a signaling 
station during the Civil War. Used by the Confederate forces in 
the First Battle of Manassas, and Union forces afterwards, the 
fortification originally covered thB ridge top and consisted of 
seven artillery enplacenents and a series of rifle^Tplts. Site 
integrity is high, but the construction of one house has cut 
between the northeast bastion and the eastem bastion and another 
house has destroyed the southwest bastion. Metal detecting has 
been used on the h i l l , yet the earthen fortification has suffered 
littl e overall disturbance. 

The site of Signal Hill is situated ii).the Piednont Lowlands or 
Triassic Basin physiographic region^-- an area that has a low 
relief or gently rolling topography. Topographically, the 375-foot 
sximnit, itself, is the highest h i l l in the vicinity and overlooks 
the surrounding area in all directions. Geologically, the lowland 
region is conposed of Triassic sandstones that underlie 
outcroppings of Precanbrian nicaceous schists, quartzes, and 
quartzites. Approximately one-half nile to the west is the Russia 
Branch of Bull Run; Bull Run proper is about a nile and a half to 
the east. Both are second-order streans. At an elevation of 220 
feet, Russia Branch is l to 2 feet deep and 15 to 20 feet wide. 
The h i l l contains three terraces that slope down and cover a 
distance of approxioiately one-half nile to the westem edge of 
Russia Branch. Both north and east. Bull Run is approxinately 50-
60 feet wide and averages 6-8 feet deep. The forest on Signal Hill 
is essentially a clinax oak-hickory association, with southern red 
oak, white oak, and hickory at lower elevations, and joined by a 
chestnut association at higher elevations. Today, the h i l l is 
covered with species of oak, tulip poplar, and cedar, with an 
understory of poison ivy, greenbrier, and Virginia creeper. 
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The site itself is located on Signal Hill, a hilltop that has an 
elevation of 370-375 feet at its crest with a lower pronontory of 
approxinately 355 feet on its north end (Figure 1). The hilltop is 
oriented approxinately 15 degrees east of north. The over-all 
dinensions of the site are 1,200 feet north-south and 400 feet east-
west across the highest point. The site consists of seven artillery 
enplacenents and a series of rifle-pits or trenches at approxinately 
340 feet in elevation. The trenchels are not continuous, but have a 
level or "gate" at the north end on both the east and west sides. 
These are adjacent to the saddle between the crest of the h i l l and 
the snail northem pronontory. Hanson (1961: 32) reports that the 
fort "shows interval enbrasures for 16 guns; whether all were ever 
occupied is unknown." Today, six out of seven bastions or artillery 
enplacenents exist. These enplacenents are symnetrlcal and well 
preserved, with well-^fomed parapets and enbrasures for field 
pieces. A trench approxinately three feet in depth runs along the 
exterior of the site; the depth of the gun enplacenents is 
approxinately five feet (McGarry 1983: 52). No evidence of huts or 
other features dating to the Civil War are visible. 

Construction activities associated with a residential building has 
elininated a part of the fort between the northeastem and eastern 
artillery enplacenents, and the southwest bastion. Relic hunters 
are aware of the site and, accordingly, the trenches that surround 
the fortification have been subject to netal detecting. There has 
been lit t l e disturbance, however, to the actual fort. 
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Summary Significance Statement 

Signal Hill is of major significance because of its function as a 
comnunication center during the First and Second Battles of 
Manassas. The site was not engulfed in actual combat during 
battle, but served as the headquarters for a series of signaling 
stations in the Bull Run/Manassas area. Signals fron this 
particular station were of major inportance to the outcone of the 
First Battle of Manassas. The nature, geographic location, and the 
lack of disturbance to the fortification, itself, are all inportant 
elenents of its historical significance. Over the years, Signal 
Hill has been well preserved through the actions of various owners. 
Signal Hill is of najor significance on the local, state, and 
national level. 

Historical Background 

Signal Hill derives its prinary historical significance fron its use 
as a fortified signaling station during the Civil War. Fron the 
hilltop, one can see for niles in any direction. For this reason, a 
Confederate Amy signal station was built on the crest of this 
particular h i l l and an extensive defensive earthen fortification was 
constmcted around the base. To the west, the site connands a view 
of the town of Manassas and the Bull Run Mountains. To the east, it 
overlooks Bull Run and Fairfax County, and to the northeast, the site 
overlooks Stone Bridge which crosses Bull Run. When aided by the 
renoval of trees, the latter two directions (east and northeast), 
proved strategically significant in tha early part of the Civil War. 

Before the First Battle of Manassas, Confederate forces erected 
"several signal stations behind the Bull Run defense line," to 
transnit senaphore or wigwag signals (Hanson 1961: 28). Under the 
connand of Captain Edwin Porter Alexander, S'ignal Hill served as 
the base station and headquarters for this type of connunication. 
Prior to the Civil War, the then Lieutenant Alexander was the 
student of Surgeon A. J. Myer at West Point. Myer had invented the 
senaphore signaling systen in 1856 in response to the need for 
transnitting nilitary infomation, other than by nounted horsenan. 
As the Civil War connenced, Alexander joined the Confederacy and 
was appointed captain and chief signal officer to General 
Beauregard's amy. During the First Battle of Manassas, Captain 
Alexander, fron his position on Signal Hill, instituted the first 
use of the semaphore signaling systen in warfare. 
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Alexander later described how the signal station cane to be located 
on Signal Hill: 

So on ny arrival at Manassas, July 2, there was really nore 
tine to install the signals than I expected, for''runors of 
the foe's advance*̂ now swelled upon alnost every breeze. I 
had brought with ne fron Rictunond all necessary equipnent and 
I had only to select nen and train then. I soon nade 
acquaintances and got the nanes of sone intelligent privates, 
who night later be pronoted. I had these detailed and put 
upon a course of instmction and practice. Meanwhile I 
procured a horse, and between tines began an exploration of 
the country to find what facilities i t offered for lines of 
signals. 

The topography was far fron favorable. One line of battle had 
been chosen behind the strean of Bull Run, about three niles 
north of Manassas, and the course of the strean was generally 
wooded and bordered with snail fields and pastures, giving few 
open stretches. I was not sanguine of rendering any valuable 
service, but fortunately had tine to exanlne the country, and, 
as will be seen, the line was found which disclosed the enemy's 
attack in tine to defeat i t . 

About a nile east of Manassas, on the fam of a Mr. Wilcoxen, 
was a high rocky point having a good outlook over a valley to 
the north and west. I nade this point a central station, and 
by a li t t l e clearing here and there got two straight six-nile 
ranges. One was northwest to a bluff over Bull Run valley on 
our extrene left, near the house of Van Ness, just above the 
Stone Bridge by which the Warrenton Tumpixe crossed Bull Run. 
The other was north, to Centreville, eÛ out Vthree niles beyond 
the Run, opposite our centre. A third station was found near 
the house of McLean, opposite our right cenrre, and a fourth 
near our headquarters at Centreville. Thislwas the utnost the 
topography pemitted, and the nen were encanped at the 
stations and set to practising by day and n49tit (Alexander 
1977: 15-16). 

On July 18 Union forces advanced into Centrevillel and elininated 
the fourth observation tower (Klein 1971: 33). 

.-C 
fjt) 
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A biographer of Edward Pcprter Alexander described the significance 
of the use to which the '/signal station was put during the First 
Battle of Manassas: 

On the night of tile 20th, Porter decided to canp by the tower 
»eeg Vew Pely liewe/' Shortly before six the next norning 
he was roused by artillery fire fron across the stone bridge. 
Hoping to get yito the fight. Porter renained with Beauregard 
until about eiflht, when the general ordered hin to go to the 
central tower/and report any eneny troop novenents. He obeyed 
with obvious reluctance, seeing litt l e hope for action atop a 
tower. Sone of his best nen had been on the platfom for 
three hours looking for eneny troops and had seen nothing. 
Porter relieved then, took out his powerful glass, and settled 
down to watch. 

Half an hour passed uneventfully. Then, about 8:45, turning 
to check the Van Pelt tower, Porter noted a faint glinner in 
the distance. The sun was low in the sky behind; could the 
glinner be sunlight reflecting off sone netallic object? He 
followed it carefully and discovered i t to be a brass cannon 
and sone nuskets with fixed bayonets noving behind the drab 
backdrop of a fence. Porter had discovered the key to Federal 
tactics for the day; a large colunn of troops swinging 
northwest to tum the Confederate left. At that nonent the 
head of the colunn had reached Sudley Springs, eight niles 
fron Porter's tower and less than two niles fron the 
Confederate position connanded by Colonel Nathan Evans. 

Realizing the danger. Porter innediately signalled the Van 
Pelt tower: "Look out on your left; you are turned." Fron 
there a courier took the nessage to Evans, who received 
sinilar news fron a picket about the same tine. While Evans 
hurriedly deployed his neager forces to neet the threat. 
Porter sent a dispatch to Beauregard: 

see a body of troops crossing Bull Run about two niles above 
the Stone Bridge. The head of the colunn is in the woods on 
this side. The rear of the colunn is in the woods on the 
other side. About a half nile of its length is visible in the 
open ground between. I can see both infantry and artillery.** 
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The nessage caused a change in Confederate plans. Originally 
Beauregard had planned to turn the Union left; now the report 
that his own left was threatened caused hin to hesitate. The 
troops of Bee, Jackson, and Hanpton were hurried to reinforce 
Evans, and Jotinston urged Beauregard to abandon his plan and 
shift nost of his troops to the left. While the generals 
debated the course the Confederate on the left bought valuable 
tine with their plucky resistance. (Klein 1971: 33-34). 

Accordingly, Colonel Evans, who had his headquarters on Van Pelt's 
Hill-Stone Bridge, tumed and swatted the attack, naklng the use of 
the wigwag systen pivotal to the Confederate's winning of the 
battle. "In his report Beauregard praised both Porter and his 
signal systen" (Klein 1971: 35). As Richard Hoffman, the 
Superintendent of the Manassas National Battlefield Park, remarked: 

Had it not been for the alert work of an officer stationed at 
Signal Hill, the Union flanking attack nay not have been 
discovered and the outcone of the battle would alnost 
certainly have been different (cf., Satterthwaite 1973: 9). 

Later in the war, Alexander proved indispensable to the Confederate 
plight, serving in ordnance, signals, engineering, reconnoitering, 
and eventually acting as '̂ ^ *'!lft fifln air nnirlrn (Klein 1971: 

Signal Hill is of najor significance to the Civil War era. After 
the war, ownership of the h i l l passed from Josiah Wilcoxen to David 
J. Arrington, of Manassas. Recognizing its inportant role in the 
First Battle of Manassas, Nr. Arrington took great pains to keep 
the h i l l and the earthworks preserved. Following his death, the 
site was bought by a Mr. Roseberry, who also recognized its 
significance and, accordingly, showed it thef sane protection as Mr. 
Arrington. In 1972 the city of Manassas began to acquire the site 
for a park. Although there have been studies of the site and in 
the general area (Satterthwaite 1973; McGarry 1983a, 1983b), the 
site has not been accorded the recognition and preservation by the 
city that its significance warrants. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

[ X ] See continuation sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A 
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Register 
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmari( 
[ j recorded by Historic American Buildings -
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[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering 
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Primary location of addttionai data: 
[ X ] State historic preservation office 
[ ] Other State agency 
[ j Federalagency 
[ j Local govemment 
[ ] Universtty 
[ ] Other 
Specify reposttory: 

221 Govemor Street, Rtohmond, VA 23219 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property: 5.9 acres 

UTM References: 
A /IS/ /2.88.080/ 

Zone Easting 
C /18/ / / / 

Zone Easting 

/42.91.820/ 
Northing 

I 
Northing 

B /IB/ / / / / 
Zone Easting Northing 

D /18/ / / / / 
Zone Easting Northing 

[ ] See continuatton sheet 

Vert)al Boundary Description: 

(X ] See contlnuatkan sheet 

Boundary Justification: 

The boundaries enconpass ths intact fortifications and signal 
station of Signal H i l l . 
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state: MD zipcode: 20754 
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Vertiai Boundary Description: 

Figure 1 (1" « 160') shows the bounds of the Signal Hill site 
(44PW138). Signal Hill is immediately east of Blooms Drive, as the 
road is icnown locally. (The road is labeled as Manassas Drive on 
sone street maps). Except in the south-southwest portion of the 
site and that segment between the northeast and east bastions, the 
boundary line, which encircles Signal Hill, corresponds to the 335-
foot contour interval. The south-southwestern boundary line 
deviate from the 335-foot contour interval to follow the property 
line dividing the City of Manassas Park's property fron private 
property. Between the northeast and east bastion, the boundary 
line roughly corresponds to the 340-foot contour and is innediately 
west of the nodern house and about 50 feet behind the garage. 
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1. Name of Property 
historic name: Signal Hill 
other names/stte number Wilcoxen Signal Station; 44PW138 

2. Location 
street & number Signal l-lill Road and Blooms Road 
ctty, town: Manassas 
state: Virginia code: VA county: Prince William 

N/A not tor publication 
X vicintty 

zipcode: 22111 code: 152 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
~?r public-local 

public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property 
_ building(s) 

district 
2^stte 

^ structure 
_ object 

Number of Resources wrthin Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
1_ sttes 

structures 
objects 

' ^ T Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the Nattonai Register _Q 

Name erf related multiple pro|3erty listing: 
Civil War Properties, Prince William County, VA 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authortty under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
X nomination request for determination of ellgibiltty meets the documentation standards for registering 

properties in thpTIational Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR ?awGQ.Jip my opinion,4he property x_ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See 
continuation;' 

Signature of certifying 
D i r e c t o r . 

State or Federal agency and tMjreau 

June 16. 1989 
Date 

i r g i n i f a D i v i s i o n of H i s t o r i c LAnrimark.g 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. _ See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nati<rtial 
I, h^eby, certify that this property is: 
y entered in the National Register 

_ See continuation sheet. 
determined eiigibie for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

y^ 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions): 

Defense: milttary faciltty 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions): 

Landscape: forest 

7. Description 

Architecturai Qassification 
(enter categories from instructions): N/A 

Material (enter categories from instructions): 

foundation: 
waiis: earth 

roof: 
other: 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

[ X ] See continuation sheet 

8. Statement of Significance 

Certifying official has constoered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

[ X ] nationally [ ] statewtoe [ ] locally 

Applicable National Register Crtteria [XjA [ ]B [ ]C [ ]D 

Crtteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ ]A [ ]B [ ]C [ ]D [ ]E [ |F [ ]G 

Period of Significance: Significant Dates: 

1861-18 65 1861-1863 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from 
instructions): 

Milttary 
Communication 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Significant Person: N/A Archttect/Builder: N/A 

State significance of property, and justify crtteria, crtteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted 
above. 

[ X ] See continuation sheet 
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Property Type: 1st and 2nd Batt l e of Manassas  

Summary Description 

s i g n a l H i l l , or Wilcoxen Signal Station, i s located on Signal H i l l 
Road and Manassas Drive approximately one mile east of the old 
Manassas Junction, a part of the present-day c i t y of Manassas, 
V i r g i n i a . Situated on the highest ridge i n the Manassas area, the 
s i t e i s composed of a f o r t i f i c a t i o n that served as a signaling 
s t a t i o n during the C i v i l War. Used by the Confederate forces i n 
the F i r s t Battle of Manassas, and Union forces afterwards, the 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n o r i g i n a l l y covered the ridge top and consisted of 
seven a r t i l l e r y emplacements and a series of r i f l e - p i t s . S i t e 
i n t e g r i t y i s high, but the construction of one house has cut 
between the northeast bastion and the eastern bastion and another 
house has destroyed the southwest bastion. Metal detecting has 
been used on the h i l l , yet the earthen f o r t i f i c a t i o n has suffered 
l i t t l e o v e r a l l disturbance. 

Description 

The s i t e of Signal H i l l i s situated i n the Piedmont Lowlands or 
T r i a s s i c Basin physiographic region—an area that has a low r e l i e f 
or gently r o l l i n g topography. Topographically, the 375-foot 
summit, i t s e l f , i s the highest h i l l i n the v i c i n i t y and overlooks 
the surrounding area i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s . Geologically, the lowland 
region i s composed of T r i a s s i c sandstones that underlie 
outcroppings of Precambrian micaceous s c h i s t s , quartzes, and 
quartzites. Approximately one-half mile to the west i s the Russia 
Branch of B u l l Run; B u l l Run proper i s about a mile and a half to 
the east. Both are second-order streams. At an elevation of 220 
feet, Russia Branch i s 1 to 2 feet deep and 15 to 20 feet wide. 
The h i l l contains three terraces that slope down and cover a 
distance of approximately one-half mile to the western edge of 
Russia Branch. Both north and east. B u l l Run i s approximately 50-
60 feet wide and averages 6-8 feet deep. The forest on Signal H i l l 
i s e s s e n t i a l l y a climax oak-hickory association, with southern red 
oak, white oak, and hickory at lower elevations, and joined by a 
chestnut association at higher elevations. Today, the h i l l i s 
covered with species of oak, t u l i p poplar, and cedar, with an 
understory of poison i v y , greenbrier, and V i r g i n i a creeper. 
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The s i t e i t s e l f i s located on Signal H i l l , a h i l l t o p that has an 
elevation of 370-375 feet at i t s crest with a lower promontory of 
approximately 355 feet on i t s north end (Figure 1). The h i l l t o p i s 
oriented approximately 15 degrees east of north. The o v e r - a l l 
dimensions of the s i t e are 1,200 feet north-south and 400 feet east-
west across the highest p o i n t i The s i t e consists of seven a r t i l l e r y 
emplacements and a series of r i f l e - p i t s or trenches at approximately 
340 feet i n elevation. The trenches are not continuous, but have a 
l e v e l or "gate" at the north end on both the east and west sides. 
These are adjacent to the saddle between the crest of the h i l l and 
the small northern promontory. Hanson (1961: 32) reports that the 
f o r t "shows i n t e r v a l embrasures f o r 16 gUns; whether a l l were ever 
occupied i s unknown." Today, s i x out of seven bastions or a r t i l l e r y 
emplacements e x i s t . These emplacements are symmetrical and we l l 
preserved, with well-foraed parapets and embrasures for f i e l d 
pieces. A trench approximately three feet i n depth runs along the 
ext e r i o r of the s i t e ; the depth of the gun emplacements i s 
approximately f i v e feet (McGarry 1983: 52). No evidence of huts or 
other features dating to the C i v i l War are v i s i b l e . 

Construction a c t i v i t i e s associated with a r e s i d e n t i a l building has 
eliminated a part of the f o r t between the northeastern and eastern 
a r t i l l e r y emplacements, and the southwest bastion. R e l i c hunters 
are aware of the s i t e and, accordingly, the trenches that surround 
the f o r t i f i c a t i o n have been subject to metal detecting. There has 
been l i t t l e disturbance, however, to the actual f o r t . 
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Summary Significance Statement 

Signal H i l l i s of major significance because of i t s function as a 
communication center during the F i r s t and Second Battles of 
Manassas. The s i t e was not engulfed i n actual combat during 
b a t t l e , but served as the headquarters f o r a series of sig n a l i n g 
stations i n the B u l l Run/Manassas area. Signals fron t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r s t a t i o n were of major importance to the outcome of the 
F i r s t B a t t l e of Manassas. The nature, geographic l o c a t i o n , and the 
lack of disturbance to the f o r t i f i c a t i o n , i t s e l f , are a l l important 
elements of i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance. Over the years. Signal 
H i l l has been well preserved through the actions of various owners. 
Signal H i l l i s of major significance on the l o c a l , state, and 
national l e v e l . 

H i s t o r i c a l Background 

Signal H i l l derives i t s primary h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e from i t s use 
as a f o r t i f i e d s i g n a l i n g s t a t i o n during the C i v i l War. From the 
h i l l t o p , one can see for miles i n any d i r e c t i o n . For t h i s reason, a 
Confederate Army sig n a l s t a t i o n was b u i l t on the crest of t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r h i l l and an extensive defensive earthen f o r t i f i c a t i o n was 
constructed around the base. To the west, the s i t e commands a view 
of the town of Manassas and the B u l l Run Mountains. To the east, i t 
overlooks B u l l Run and Fairfax County, and to the northeast, the s i t e 
overlooks Stone Bridge which crosses B u l l Run. When aided by the 
removal of trees, the l a t t e r two dire c t i o n s (east and northeast), 
proved s t r a t e g i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n the early part of the C i v i l War. 

Before the F i r s t B a t t l e of Manassas, Confederate forces erected 
"several signal stations behind the B u l l Run defense l i n e , " to 
transmit semaphore or wigwag signals (Hanson 1961: 28). Under the 
command of Captain Edwin Porter Alexander, Signal H i l l served as 
the base st a t i o n and headquarters for t h i s type of communication. 
P r i o r to the C i v i l War, the then Lieutenant Alexander was the 
student of Surgeon A. J. Myer at West Point. Myer had invented the 
semaphore signaling system i n 1856 i n response to the need for 
transmitting m i l i t a r y information, other than by mounted horseman. 
As the C i v i l War commenced, Alexander joined the Confederacy and 
was appointed captain and chief signal o f f i c e r to General 
Beauregard's army. During the F i r s t B a t t l e of Manassas, Captain 
Alexander, from h i s p o s i t i o n on Signal H i l l , i n s t i t u t e d the f i r s t 
use of the semaphore signaling system i n warfare. 
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Alexander l a t e r described how the s i g n a l s t a t i o n came to be located 
on Signal H i l l : 

So on my a r r i v a l at Manassas, July 2, there was r e a l l y more 
time to i n s t a l l the signals than I expected, for "rumors of 
the foe's advance" now swelled upon almost every breeze. I 
had brought with me from Richmond a l l necessary equipment and 
I had only to se l e c t men and t r a i n them. I soon made 
acquaintances and got the names of some i n t e l l i g e n t privates, 
who might l a t e r be promoted. I had these de t a i l e d and put 
upon a course of i n s t r u c t i o n and practice. Meanwhile I 
procured a horse, and between times began an exploration of 
the country to f i n d what f a c i l i t i e s i t offered f o r l i n e s of 
signals. 

The topography was f a r from favorable. One l i n e of b a t t l e had 
been chosen behind the stream of B u l l Run, about three miles 
north of Manassas, and the course of the stream was generally 
wooded and bordered with small f i e l d s and pastures, giving few 
open stretches. I was not sanguine of rendering any valuable 
service, but fortunately had time to examine the country, and, 
as w i l l be seen, the l i n e was found which disclosed the enemy's 
attack i n time to defeat i t . 

About a mile east of Manassas, on the f a m of a Mr. Wilcoxen, 
was a high rocky point having a good outlook over a v a l l e y to 
the north and west. I made t h i s point a central s t a t i o n , and 
by a l i t t l e c l e a r i n g here and there got two s t r a i g h t six-mile 
ranges. One was northwest to a b l u f f over B u l l Run v a l l e y on 
our extreme l e f t , near the house of Van Ness [ P e l t ] , j u s t 
above the Stone Bridge by which the Warrenton Turnpike crossed 
B u l l Run. The other was north, to C e n t r e v i l l e , about three 
miles beyond the Run, opposite our centre. A t h i r d s t a t i o n 
was found near the house of McLean, opposite our r i g h t centre, 
and a fourth near our headquarters at C e n t r e v i l l e . This was 
the utmost the topography permitted, and the men were encamped 
at the stations and set to p r a c t i s i n g by day and night 
(Alexander 1977: 15-16). 

On July 18 Union forces advanced into C e n t r e v i l l e and eliminated 
the fourth observation tower (Klein 1971: 33). 



NPS Form 10-eOO« OUBApproalNa 1O24-0O18 
(S-se) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number: 8 Page: 3 

A biographer of Edward Porter Alexander described the s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the use to which the si g n a l s t a t i o n was put during the F i r s t 
B a t t l e of Manassas: 

On the night of the 20th, Porter decided to camp by the tower 
. . . . Shortly before s i x the next morning he was roused by 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e from across the stone bridge. Hoping to get 
int o the f i g h t . Porter remained with Beauregard u n t i l about 
eight, when the general ordered him to go to the c e n t r a l tower 
[on Signal H i l l ] and report any enemy troop movements. He 
obeyed with obvious reluctance, seeing l i t t l e hope for action 
atop a tower. Some of h i s best men had been on the p l a t f o m 
for three hours looking for enemy troops and had seen nothing. 
Porter r e l i e v e d them, took out h i s powerful glass, and s e t t l e d 
down to watch. 

Half an hour passed uneventfully. Then, about 8:45, turning 
to check the Van P e l t tower. Porter noted a f a i n t glimmer i n 
the distance. The sun was low i n the sky behind; could the 
glimmer be sunlight r e f l e c t i n g off some m e t a l l i c object? He 
followed i t c a r e f u l l y and discovered i t to be a brass cannon 
and some muskets with f i x e d bayonets moving behind the drab 
backdrop of a fence. Porter had discovered the key to Federal 
t a c t i c s for the day; a large column of troops swinging 
northwest to turn the Confederate l e f t . At that moment the 
head of the column had reached Sudley Springs, eight miles 
from Porter's tower and less than two miles from the 
Confederate position commanded by Colonel Nathan Evans. 

Re a l i z i n g the danger, Porter immediately s i g n a l l e d the Van 
P e l t tower: "Look out on your l e f t ; you are turned." From 
there a courier took the message to Evans, who received 
s i m i l a r news from a picket about the same time. While Evans 
hurri e d l y deployed his meager forces to meet the threat, 
Porter sent a dispatch to Beauregard: 

I see a body of troops crossing B u l l Run about two miles 
above the Stone Bridge. The head of the column i s i n the 
woods on t h i s side. The rear of the column i s i n the 
woods on the other side. About a half mile of i t s length 
i s v i s i b l e i n the open ground between. I can see both 
infantry and a r t i l l e r y . 
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The message caused a change i n Confederate plans. O r i g i n a l l y 
Beauregard had planned to turn the Union l e f t ; now the report 
that h i s own l e f t was ttireatened caused him to hesitate. The 
troops of Bee, Jackson, and Hanpton were hurried to reinforce 
Evans, and Johnston urged Beauregard to abandon h i s plan and 
s h i f t most of his troops to the l e f t . While the generals 
debated the course the Confederate on the l e f t bought valuable 
time with t h e i r plucky resistance. (Klein 1971: 33-34). 

Accordingly, Colonel Evans, who had h i s headquarters on Van Pe l t ' s 
Hill-Stone Bridge, turned and swatted the attack, making the use of 
the wigwag system p i v o t a l to the Confederate's winning of the 
ba t t l e . "In h i s report Beauregard praised both Porter and h i s 
signal system" (Klein 1971: 35). As Richard Hoffman, the 
Superintendent of the Manassas National B a t t l e f i e l d Park, remarked: 

Had i t not been for the a l e r t work of an o f f i c e r stationed at 
Signal H i l l , the Union flanking attack may not have been 
discovered and the outcome of the b a t t l e would almost 
c e r t a i n l y have been d i f f e r e n t ( c f . , Satterthwaite 1973: 9). 

Later i n the war, Alexander proved indispensable to the Confederate 
p l i g h t , serving i n ordnance, s i g n a l s , engineering, reconnoitering, 
and eventually acting as Longstreet's chief of a r t i l l e r y (Klein 
1971: 37). 

Signal H i l l i s of major s i g n i f i c a n c e to the C i v i l War era. After 
the war, ownership of the h i l l passed from Josiah Wilcoxen to David 
J. Arrington, of Manassas. Recognizing i t s important r o l e i n the 
F i r s t B a t t l e of Manassas, Mr. Arrington took great pains to keep 
the h i l l and the earthworks preserved. Following h i s death, the 
s i t e was bought by a Mr. Roseberry, who also recognized i t s 
significance and, accordingly, showed i t the same protection as Mr. 
Arrington. In 1972 the c i t y of Manassas began to acquire the s i t e 
for a park. Although there have been studies of the s i t e and i n 
the general area (Satterthwaite 1973; McGarry 1983a, 1983b), the 
s i t e has not been accorded the recognition and preservation by the 
c i t y that i t s significance warrants. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Figure 1 (1" = 160') shows the bounds of the Signal H i l l site 
(44PW138). Signal H i l l is immediately east of Blooms Drive, as the 
road is known locally. (The road is labeled as Manassas Drive on 
some street maps). Except in the south-southwest portion of the 
site and that segment between the northeast and east bastions, the 
boundary line, which encircles Signal H i l l , corresponds to the 335-
foot contour interval. The south-southwestern boundary line 
deviate from the 335-foot contour interval to follow the property 
line dividing the City of Manassas Park's property from private 
property. Between the northeast and east bastion, the boundary 
line roughly corresponds to the 340-foot contour and is immediately 
west of the modern house and about 50 feet behind the garage. 
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