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1. Name of Property 
historic name barter, John Waddey. Houst^ (DHL File No. 120-35) 
other names/site number N /A 

2. Location 
street & number 324 East Church S t r e e t ^jT^ I not for publication 

city, town M a r t i n s v i l l e 
Efate V i r a i n i a code V A 

j j j ^ I vicinity 

county H f n r y code -089 zip code 24112 

3. Classification 
Ow^nershlp of Property 

[ x ] private 

\ I public-local 

I j public-State 

I i public-Federai 

Category of Property 

lx~l building(s) 

I I district 

• site 

,! I structure 

I ! object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

0 

0 
1 

Noncontributing 

_ buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 

Total 

± 
0 
0 

Na!^e of .'elated multiple p.roperly listing: 

_ N Z S 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the Nationai Register. 0 

A. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

L l ' j no rn ina t i oyLJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Heg(s\er cf Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my o^roon.AlnB p r o p e r t j S l l o ^ t s [Tldkres not meet the National Register criteria. CDsee continuation sheet. / 

.^.xM}^^J&mM^^Z===^ . f/ioAii Signature of certi 

V i r g i n 
official 

D i v i 
Date' 

Historic ̂ andmark.q 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In n y opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Paric Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this properly is: 

r e e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See coitinuation sheet. 

[ r ] c l e ta rn in3d eligible for the National 

Register. ^Z l See continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

! ~] removed from the National Register. 

[ i other, (explain:) 

Signature ot the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions^ Current Functions (enter categories frpm instructions) 

Domestic: Single d w e l l i n g ' Comnierce/Trade: Business 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BricyL 
Queen .n.nne-East lake walls Wood/weatherboard 

roof M e t a l / t i l T 
other Wood/shingle 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Summary D e s c r i p t i o n 

The John Waddey Carter House located at 324 East Church S t r e e t i n Ma r t i n s ­
v i l l e i s a two-story Queen Anne residence. B u i l t by Mr. Carter i n 1896 as 
a wedding present f o r h i s young b r i d e , the house i s s i t u a t e d on a r e g u l a r l y 
shaped one-half-acre l o t two blocks from the town's c e n t r a l business d i s ­
t r i c t . Referred t o as the "Gray Lady" by l o c a l s , the d w e l l i n g i s a t e x t ­
book example of the Queen Anne s t y l e , possessing the t y p i c a l f e atures of 
an i r r e g u l a r composition, mixture of m a t e r i a l s and surfaces, and extensive 
use of Eastlake ornamentation. Conspicuously located on one of Martins­
v i l l e ' s main thoroughfares, the house was appropriate f o r a prominent and 
prosperous lawyer and h i s young w i f e . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l Analysis 

The John Waddey Carter House i s a two-story gray frame weatherboard dwel­
l i n g f e a t u r i n g a dominant two-story c e n t r a l gable, an asymmetrical one-
st o r y wrap-around porch, and a corner tower. The standing-seam metal-
c l a d roof i s hipped w i t h steeply p i t c h e d lower cross gables and a rear e l l . 
A lar g e i n s e t dormer on the east side and a smaller gabled dormer i n the 
rear f u r t h e r complicate the r o o f l i n e . Two b r i c k chimneys r i s e above the 
r o o f : one very simple and capped, the other w i t h d e corative brickwork and 
a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k cap. The two-story bay window on the east side, the 
serv i c e e l l , and the polygonal corner tower give the house an i r r e g u l a r 
mass. The foundation i s running bond b r i c k w i t h i n s e t r e c t a n g u l a r panels 
f o r v e n t i l a t i o n . 

The f r o n t e l e v a t i o n o f the Carter House i s a s t r i k i n g combination of Queen 
Anne elements. The one-story porch extends along the f r o n t of the house, 
c u r v i n g t o in c o r p o r a t e the m u l t i - s i d e d tower and c o n t i n u i n g halfway down 
the west side. The shed-roofed porch i s d e t a i l e d w i t h a d e l i c a t e beaded 
spindlework f r i e z e supported by turned porch posts and lace brackets. The 
low balustrade i s a combination of heavy turned b a l u s t e r s and corner r a i s e d 
panels along the f r o n t of the house w i t h only b a l u s t e r s along the si d e . 

A two-story, cross gable emphasizes the main entrance of the house. Turned 
porch supports w i t h sunburst-patterned s o l i d brackets create a basket arch 
and the center i s marked w i t h a pendant. The f i r s t - f l o o r gable has a lower 
p i t c h , a simple bargeboard, and board-and-batten d e c o r a t i o n . The second-
s t o r y porch i s more e l a b o r a t e l y decorated w i t h a f i s h - s c a l e s h ingle base, 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 
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brackets forming ogee arches, and a spindlework balustrade arid f r i e z e w i t h 
s t y l i z e d sunflower corner medallions. The second-story gable has a steeper 
p i t c h than the gable below and a much wider bargeboard. Fish-scale shingles 
give the gable a t e x t u r e d look and a p a i r of small one-over-one windows 
w i t h diagonal muntins completes the design. 

The t a l l , g r a c e f u l corner tower i s a prominent f e a t u r e of the f r o n t e l e ­
v a t i o n . The f i r s t f l o o r of the tower bulges out from the main mass of the 
house and i s surrounded by the wrap-around porch. On the second f l o o r , the 
polygonal shape becomes more apparent, ending i n a pure octagon above the 
r o o f l i n e , A v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l s and devices provide the t e x t u r e , begin­
n i n g w i t h weatherboard s i d i n g and t a l l windows on the f i r s t and second 
f l o o r s , a wide band of f i s h - s c a l e s h i n g l e s , smooth wood surrounding h a l f -
round windows i n the a t t i c , sturdy brackets supporting a co r n i c e , and 
patterned metal shingles on the onion dome. 

The east e l e v a t i o n f e a t u r e s a one-story bay window w i t h large s c r o l l brac­
kets supporting the corners of the f l o o r above. The rear e l e v a t i o n i s 
somewhat d i f f e r e n t now than i n 1896 - a r e s u l t of bathroom a d d i t i o n s and 
k i t c h e n improvements i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century and of sunporch r e ­
modeling i n 1987. The windows come i n many d i f f e r e n t shapes and s i z e s , 
i n c l u d i n g round, h a l f - r o u n d , arched, l a r g e paned one-over-one, s i n g l e paned, 
and s t a i n e d glass. The e x t e r i o r door and window casings are simple, the 
only exception being the t h i n s c r o l l brackets below the s i d e l i g h t s f l a n k i n g 
the f r o n t door. 

The Carter house s i t s at the f r o n t of a h a l f - a c r e r e c t a n g u l a r town l o t w i t h 
a painted b r i c k r e t a i n i n g w a l l i n f r o n t . An asphalt driveway on the east 
side leads t o a parking area i n the back o f the house. A frame two car 
garage w i t h l i v i n g q uarters above, b u i l t i n the 1940s and not a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e , i s s i t u a t e d near the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l horse barn. The r e s t 
of the l o t i s n a t u r a l l y landscaped w i t h boxwood, azaleas, magnolias, Brad­
f o r d pear t r e e s and other t r a d i t i o n a l southern p l a n t s and t r e e s . 

I n c o n t r a s t t o the e l e v a t i o n s , the plan of the house i s f a i r l y symmetrical, 
r e v o l v i n g around a c e n t r a l h a l l d i v i d e d i n t o a f r o n t h a l l and a s t a i r h a l l . 
Four downstairs r e c e p t i o n rooms open o f f the h a l l w h i l e the k i t c h e n and 
se r v i c e areas run along the back of the house. That widespread use of the 
b a l l o o n framing system allowed f o r more f l e x i b i l i t y of plan i s evidenced by 
the number of rooms with.more than f o u r sides. The v e r t i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s of 
the i n t e r i o r are accomplished i n s i d e through the use of high c e i l i n g s , t a l l 
t h i n windows, and doors w i t h glass transoms. The t h i n crown mouldings and 
wide baseboards also emphasize the f e e l i n g of h e i g h t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
more formal f i r s t - f l o o r rooms. 
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The gracious entrance h a l l w i t h a f o r t y - f i v e degree corner i s a r t i c u l a t e d 
w i t h t h r e e - i n c h p l a s t e r crown moulding, t h r e e - f o o t high c h a i r r a i l , and 
ten-inch mou.lded baseboard. Applied moulding d i v i d e s the w a l l i n t o panels 
above and below the c h a i r r a i l and above the three n i n e - f o o t high cased 
openings. I n t e r i o r double-hung, s o l i d b i - f o l d s h u t t e r s adorn the windows 
on e i t h e r side of the f r o n t door. The c e i l i n g i s unadorned and the s t a i n e d 
oak f l o o r i n g of the h a l l continues throughout the house. A l l of the hard­
ware i n the formal r e c e p t i o n rooms i s s o l i d brass and e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d 
w i t h s t y l i z e d f l o w e r m o t i f s . 

To the east of the h a l l i s the f r o n t p a r l o r which has the same crown moulding, 
baseboard and casings as the h a l l . A f i r e p l a c e i n the corner of the room 
i s topped w i t h a simple s h e l f mantel supported by f l u t e d Doric columns on 
bases. Paired seven-foot t a l l one-over-one windows have a r a i s e d panel 
below and t h i n cornice above as does the large f r o n t single-paned f i x e d 
window. Above the lar g e window i s a panel of stained glass. 

Separated from the east p a r l o r by a p a i r of n i n e - f o o t t a l l panelled pocket 
doors, the d i n i n g room has a large bay w i t h three seven-foot t a l l windows 
f a c i n g east. Since a f o r t y - f i v e degree w a l l i n the west corner r e s u l t s 
from the placement of the f r o n t p a r l o r f i r e p l a c e , the room i s seven sided. 
Although l a c k i n g the applied moulding panels, the woodwork and the t r i m are 
s i m i l a r t o those i n the entrance h a l l . A l a r g e , b u i l t - i n storage cabinet has 
r a i s e d panel doors and decorative brass hardware. Two seven-foot, f o u r -
inch panelled doors w i t h operable glass transoms lead t o the b u t l e r ' s pan­
t r y and the s t a i r h a l l . 

West of the c e n t r a l h a l l on the f r o n t of the house i s the p a r l o r . The 
polygonal tower w i t h windows on three sides creates an i n t e r e s t i n g nook i n 
the corner of the room. A door w i t h two r a i s e d panels below and a s i n g l e 
large pane of glass set i n t o the upper p o r t i o n leads t o the side porch. A 
panelled door on the back w a l l accesses a coat c l o s e t , w h i l e the other pan­
e l l e d door leads t o a small study. Operable transoms above the passage doors 
i n t h i s room and others allow f o r b e t t e r cross v e n t i l a t i o n i n the summer 
-months. 

The study behind the west p a r l o r i s the smallest of the formal downstairs 
rooms. The same casings and ten-inch moulded baseboard of the l a r g e r rooms 
are used here as w e l l . A p i c t u r e moulding i s mounted twelve inches below the 
c e i l i n g , making i t appear coved. A small f i r e p l a c e c o n s i s t i n g of a s h e l f 
supported by two simple t h r e e - q u a r t e r round columns and a center bracket i s 
the f o c a l p o i n t of the room. Surrounded by b r i c k , the shallow coal-burning 
grate has been inoperable, as have a l l the other f i r e p l a c e s i n the house, 
since c e n t r a l heat was i n s t a l l e d . 
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Separated from the f r o n t c e n t r a l h a l l by a f i v e - f o o t wide cased opening i s 
the r i c h l y decorated s t a i r h a l l . The c h a i r r a i l and ap p l i e d moulding panels 
of the f r o n t h a l l are repeated here and continue up the side w a l l of the 
h a l f - t u r n s t a i r w i t h landings. The balustrade c o n s i s t s of c l o s e l y spaced 
turned b a l u s t e r s w i t h a heavy moulded h a n d r a i l and simple s t r i n g e r . The 
box newel post at the base of the steps acts as a pedestal f o r a composition 
of acanthus leaves supporting a t o r c h flame f i n i a l . Eash i n s i d e corner has 
a s i m i l a r newel post t h a t i s smaller and less e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d . Large 
pendants and r a i s e d paneling below the balustrade and under the f i n a l f l i g h t 
of steps makes the s t a i r c a s e the f o c a l p o i n t of the i n t e r i o r . 

Behind the d i n i n g room, extending along the back of the house, i s the ser­
v i c e area comprised of the b u t l e r ' s pantry, the k i t c h e n , the c e l l a r s t a i r ­
case, the sunporch and the h a l f bath. Although the b u t l e r ' s pantry has 
been modernized, the o r i g i n a l p l a t e r a i l above the tongue and groove, narrow-
board wainscoting remains. The k i t c h e n has been remodeled several times, 
but the o r i g i n a l windows and simple mouldings have sur v i v e d . A l l the 
equipment has been removed from the k i t c h e n t o adapt i t f o r use as an o f f i c e , 
t n the 1940s the o r i g i n a l screened porch was enclosed w i t h f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g 
j a l o u s i e d windows t o make a sunporch, and metal awnings were added f o r 
shade. Recently, these windows were replaced w i t h s i n g l e - l i g h t French doors 
w i t h transoms, and the awning removed. 

The plan of the second f l o o r revolves around a larg e c e n t r a l s t a i r h a l l . 
Opening o f f the h a l l are three spacious bedrooms, the f o u r t h bedroom being 
separated by a large arched opening t o the r i g h t . The t e n - f o o t c e i l i n g s 
s t i l l provide the v e r t i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s as do the t a l l moulded baseboards, 
the t h i n crown moulding and the doors With glass transoms. Each bedroom 
has a clothes c l o s e t and there i s a l i n e n c l o s e t i n the h a l l . Three bed­
rooms have f i r e p l a c e s w i t h more d e t a i l than the f i r s t - f l o o r f i r e p l a c e s . Two 
f i r e p l a c e s have a decorative overmantel surrounding a beveled m i r r o r w i t h 
brackets supporting a small s h e l f . The master bedroom has the most elabor­
ate overmantel w i t h an i n t r i c a t e l y carved top surrounding a l a r g e r beveled 
m i r r o r and brackets supporting three h a l f - r o u n d shelves. A l l the second-
f l o o r f i r e p l a c e s are shallow coal-burning grates w i t h earthtone glazed t i l e 
or b r i c k surrounds. Another f o c a l p o i n t of the master bedroom, which i s 
d i r e c t l y over the west p a r l o r , i s the polygonal corner r e s u l t i n g from the 
tower. The cu r r e n t owner has removed an octagonal s e c t i o n of the c e i l i n g i n 
t h i s area, and the h a l f - r o u n d windows now provide c l e r e s t o r y l i g h t i n g f o r the 
room. The large master bath was created out of the two wa l k - i n c l o s e t s -
Another f u l l bath and storage area were added when the ser v i c e area was 
improved. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I j statewide 0 locally^ 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ I ] A \ Z } B 2 J C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) • A n B Q c Q D n E n F n G 
\ 1 ^ ^ 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of &^n^ficance , Significan^ Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Cultural Affiliation 
N / A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

N / A Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The John Waddey Carter House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C as a h i g h -
s t y l e landmark example o f Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r e e x h i b i t i n g Eastlake 
ornamentation. B u i l t i n 1896 at the height of the s t y l e ' s p o p u l a r i t y , i t 
i s one o f the few s u r v i v i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d houses b u i l t 
before the t u r n of the century i n downtown M a r t i n s v i l l e . Having been i n 
the same f a m i l y f o r ninety-one years, the house maintains a high degree of 
design i n t e g r i t y . Mr. Carter had already a t t a i n e d prominence as a lawyer 
and l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n when he chose t o b u i l d a fashionable Queen Anne s t y l e 
house as a wedding present f o r h i s second w i f e Mary Kiz z i a h Drewery. This 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e may have been chosen not only as a statement of Carter's 
p o s i t i o n but also t o impress h i s young b r i d e . 

H i s t o r i c a l Background 

Henry County, named f o r i t s most renowned c i t i z e n P a t r i c k Henry, i s l o c a t e d 
i n southwest V i r g i n i a and was formed i n 1776 from P i t t s y l v a n i a County. 
Supported by f e r t i l e s o i l , the county's farms produced e x c e l l e n t tobacco. 
A f t e r the C i v i l War, tobacco farming and production sustained the area through 
the t u r n of the century. i n 1886 Henry County was given access t o a n a t i o n ­
wide market when the Roanoke & Southern Railway b u i l t a l i n e connecting 
Roanoke t o Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The l i n e was taken over i n 1896 
by the N o r f o l k & Western Railway, and manufacturing began t o replace the o l d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economy. Some of the f a m i l i e s t h a t had prospered from the land 
moved from t h e i r farms t o the county seat of M a r t i n s v i l l e and b u i l t town 
houses t h a t s i g n i f i e d t h e i r p o s i t i o n . rne Carter and Drewery f a m i l i e s were 
two of these f a m i l i e s associated w i t h the e a r l y business and s o c i a l l i f e of 
M a r t i n s v i l i e . 

John W. Carter, the only son of James and E l i z a b e t h Carter, was born A p r i l 
14, i860, near Horsepasture i n Henry County. A f t e r a t t e n d i n g l o c a l p u b l i c 
schools, he was graduated from Roanoke College i n 1882 and from law school 

See continuation sheet 
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at the U n i v e r s i t y of V i r g i n i a i n 1884. Upon r e t u r n i n g t o M a r t i n s v i l l e , he 
opened a law p r a c t i c e and soon was considered by many as one o f the f o r e ­
most men i n the bar of Henry County and southwest V i r g i n i a . He was l o c a l 
counsel f o r the N o r f o l k & Western Railway Company and f o r many other l a r g e 
i n t e r e s t s . He married i n 1886 but h i s w i f e died less than a decade l a t e r . 
B u i l d i n g a large d w e l l i n g on East Church Str e e t i n 1896 only a few houses 
down from Dr, and Mrs. Henry M. Drewery, he married t h e i r daughter Mary 
K i z z i a h , known as K i z z i e , less than one year l a t e r . Carter took an a c t i v e 
p a r t i n the Democratic p a r t y and served as mayor of M a r t i n s v i l l e . He also 
served as commissioner of accounts of Henry County and was the examiner o f 
records f o r h i s j u d i c i a l c i r c u i t . He was a prominent Mason, and e a r l y mem­
ber o f the M a r t i n s v i l l e Kiwanis Club, and a member of the Roanoke Lodge of 
Elks, He was g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s church work and was a vestryman of 
C h r i s t Episcopal Church. 

Mary K i z z i a h Carter was born i n 1872 at the Drewery homestead near Martins­
v i l l e . Her f a t h e r . Dr. Henry M. Drewery, was a h i g h l y respected p h y s i c i a n 
i n the county as w e l l as a good businessman who operated Redwood P l a n t a t i o n 
and a sawmill. Her mother. F l o r a Redd Drewery, was the granddaughter of 
Colonel George Waller and Ann Winston Carr of Bellevue, a h i s t o r i c landmark 
i n Henry County, Major John Redd and Colonel Waller served i n the Revolu­
t i o n a r y War. I n 1885 Dr, Drewery decided t o move h i s f a m i l y t o town and 
b u i l d a house on East Church S t r e e t , only a few l o t s away from where John 
Carter would l a t e r b u i l d h i s house. Mrs. Carter served as r e g i s t r a r o f t h e 
l o c a l chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and was a C o l o n i a l 
Dame and Daughter of 1812. 

The area comprising downtov/n M a r t i n s v i l l e and the surrounding r e s i d e n t i a l 
p r o perty was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the t h i r t y thousand acres owned by George 
H a i r s t o n , one of the l a r g e s t slaveholders i n V i r g i n i a and b u i l d e r of Beaver 
Creek P l a n t a t i o n . Through h i s many descendants, the property was e v e n t u a l l y 
d i v i d e d , A larg e p a r c e l , c o n t r o l l e d by C, Y. Thomas, became known as the 
Thomas e s t a t e . I n order t o provide f o r Thomas's h e i r s a f t e r h i s death, the 
es t a t e was d i v i d e d i n Henry County Court Case #420, Mary A. Thomas-Guardian 
vs J, B, Lavinder. A s p e c i a l commissioner, C. B. Bryant, was appointed i n 
1884 t o d i v i d e the property i n t o l o t s and arrange f o r t h e i r s ale. The r e s u l t 
was P l a t D, a map t h a t l a i d out a s t r e e t system t h a t i s s t i l l dominant i n 
M a r t i n s v i l l e today. James P, Lewis acquired Lots 6 and 7 of P l a t D, sub­
d i v i d e d them i n t o three equal l o t s and sold one t o John Carter i n 1894 f o r 
$7.50,00. The only changes t o the l o t since t h a t time have r e s u l t e d from 
the widening of Church S t r e e t and a back a l l e y . 

Upon Mrs, Carter's death, the house and land passed t o her daughter Ruth 
Carter Whitener, w i f e of Myron E, Whitener, She resided i n the house u n t i l 
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her death i n 1987, and the house was i n h e r i t e d by her neice. I t was not 
u n t i l 1987 t h a t the house passed out of the f a m i l y . The property was bought 
by Rives Brown, I n c , , the o l d e s t r e a l e s t a t e company i n the area. Rives S. 
Brown, i t s founder, had a long a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Carter and Whitener fam­
i l i e s before h i s death, having served as a flower bearer at the f u n e r a l o f 
Mrs. Carter. 

The house i s c u r r e n t l y being preserved w i t h minor renovations by Rives 
Brown, I n c . , and w i l l be used as the headquarters of the Real Estate Div­
i s i o n , The company hopes t h a t the choice of one of the l a s t remaining 
V i c t o r i a n houses i n M a r t i n s v i l l e as i t s headquarters w i l l awaken a l o c a l 
i n t e r e s t i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of h i s t o r i c landmarks. Such valuable a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l resources help document the h i s t o r y of M a r t i n s v i l l e and Henry 
County. 
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