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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
,j Exp . 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

receivedOCT 0 3 1 9 8 8 
date entered 

historic T a n k e r s l e y T a v e r n (DHL F i l e # 81-201) 

and/or common O l d B r i d g e 

2. Location 
street & number S t a t e Rou te 6 3 1 N/A not for publication 

city, town L e x i n e t o n X vicinity of 

state V i r g i n i a code VA county R o c k b r i d g e code 16 3 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Presen t U s e 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational y private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu is i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process i£ yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
N / A no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
703 463-4636 

name Henry and D o l o r e s Bausiom 

street & number R t . 7 , Box 5 O l d B r i d g e 

city, town L e x i n g t o n Ji/A vicinity of state V i r g i n i a 24 4 50 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R o c k b r i d g e Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number M a i n S t r e e t 

city, town L e x i n g t o n state V i r g i n i a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS 
S u r v e y F i l e ( 8 1 - 2 0 1 ) ĥas this property been determined eligible? yes .X no 

date 1978 ^ 1937 , 1988 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records 221 G o v e r n o r S t r e e t 

city, town R i c h m o n d , state V i r g i n i a 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

N/A _X good ruins - J L . altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Summary D e s c r i p t i o n 

Tankersley Tavern, l o c a t e d i n Rockbridge County on State Route 6 31, 
represents at l e a s t three b u i l d i n g periods with the o l d e s t s e c t i o n 
constructed ca. 1835. B u i l t o r i g i n a l l y as a t o l l house, the s t r u c t u r e 
i s a nine-bay, s i n g l e - p i l e , frame b u i l d i n g w i t h an exposed basement and 
a decorative t w o - l e v e l g a l l e r y on i t s main (south) facade. The tavern 
i s l o c a t e d on 2.4 acres of steep h i l l s i d e along the north bank of the 
Maury River. The nomination i n c l u d e s f i v e c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s : the 
main house, a washhouse/kitchen, three frame sheds and a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e , a stone abutment f o r a bridge; and one n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g . 

D e t a i l e d A n a l y s i s 

E x t e r i o r : ' 

Tankersley Tavern i s a bank-sited, nine-bay, s i n g l e - p i l e , frame 
b u i l d i n g w i t h an exposed basement and decorative t w o - l e v e l g a l l e r y on 
i t s main (south) facade. I t represents at l e a s t three b u i l d i n g p e r i o d s . 
I t s o l d e s t s e c t i o n i s a 30' X 14'7", one-story, four-bay u n i t that dates 
ca. 18 35. The foundation and w a l l i n g i n the lower l e v e l of t h i s u n i t i s 
b r i c k l a i d i n f i v e - c o u r s e common bond. The lower l e v e l contains two 
double-hung sash windows wi t h 6/6 l i g h t s and simple beaded moldings 
f l a n k i n g two four-paneled doors. The window openings have paneled 
sh u t t e r s . The upper l e v e l a l s o has two double-hung sash 6/6 windows 
f l a n k i n g two c e n t r a l doors. The wooden panels of these doors have 
been replaced by f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g sheets of double-paned i n s u l a t e d 
g l a s s . The e x t e r i o r moldings f o r both doors and windows are composed 
of a f i l l e t , ovolo, bead and f i l l e t . The windows have louvered 
sh u t t e r s . West of the ca. 1835 s e c t i o n i s a 12' x 14' 7" c i s t e r n / 
passage u n i t . I t i s composed of a coursed limestone foundation and a 
two-bay upper l e v e l where a wood-paneled door w i t h an 8 - l i g h t top 
f l a n k s a small 6/6 l i g h t double-hung sash window. The moldings are 
simple three-part bevels. West of t h i s cistern/passage u n i t i s the 
f i n a l s e c t i o n of the tavern; i t c o n s i s t s of a three-bay, 1 1/2-story 
u n i t that measures 18'6" x 16"1". While t h i s s e c t i o n i s c l e a r l y l a t e r 
than the ca. 1835 t o l l house, a r c h i t e c t u r a l evidence s t i l l suggest a 
date before 1870 since the s t r u c t u r a l timbers have v e r t i c a l saw marks. 
This s e c t i o n o r i g i n a l l y r e s t e d on wooden b u t t s ; these have been r e ­
i n f o r c e d by coursed f i e l d stone covered with weatherboard. This f i n a l 
s e c t i o n has a three-bay c e n t r a l door scheme. Two 6/6 double-hung sash 
windows f l a n k a door w i t h an 8 - l i g h t top and 3 - l i g h t transom. The 
moldings are p l a i n . 

(See Continuation Sheet # 1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_ X - 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
— ^ 1900- communications industry politics/government ^^ t ranspor ta t ion 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates c a . 1835 Builder/Architect John J o r d a n and Samuel F . J o r d a n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Tankersley Tavern, 
i s h i s t o r i c a l l y important as 

a rare s u r v i v i n g example of b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h the region's 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century. B u i l t ca. 
1835 as a t o l l house ( t o l l gate) at the county end of the bridge 
c r o s s i n g from the V a l l e y Turnpike i n t o Lexington, i t e v e n t u a l l y became 
a tavern, canal t i c k e t o f f i c e , general s t o r e , post o f f i c e , and d w e l l i n g . 

H i s t o r i c a l Background 

Tankersley Tavern, the f i r s t t o l l house i n the Shenandoah V a l l e y 
to be nominated f o r the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r , was constructed ca. 1835 
by the f a m i l y of Colonel John Jordan.^ A descendant of Samuel Jordan 
who owned the James River p l a n t a t i o n "Jordan's Journey", C o l . Jordan 
was born i n Goochland i n 1777 and moved across the Blue Ridge to 
Rockbridge County i n 1802.2 Soon a f t e r a r r i v i n g , he bought land over­
l o o k i n g the North (now Maury) R i v e r , c l o s e by the V a l l e y Turnpike used 
by s e t t l e r s going west and south. 

In 1809 Jordan, then operating a f l o u r m i l l by the r i v e r , o f f e r e d 
to b u i l d a bridge i n t o Lexington i f he could c o l l e c t t o l l s , but the 
town delayed g i v i n g him permission to b u i l d the bridge u n t i l 18 34.^ 
Nevertheless, by 1810 he had developed an extensive blacksmith 
business on h i s r i v e r land which now was known as Jordan's P o i n t ; 
here he manufactured i r o n pots, t o o l s , ploughshares, and i r o n -
rimmed wagon w h e e l s — a l l important to s e t t l e r s on the move. 

During the War of 1812, he served i n the V i r g i n i a m i l i t i a and 
became d i s t i n g u i s h e d f o r bravery.4 s h o r t l y a f t e r r e t u r n i n g from the 
war Jordan b u i l t f o r h i s wife Lucy and himself a handsome neo­
c l a s s i c a l residence, "Stono", that e s t a b l i s h e d h i s r e p u t a t i o n as a 
b u i l d e r . Jordan went on with h i s partner Samuel Darst to b u i l d the 
Barracks at V. M. I . , Washington H a l l at Washington College (now 
Washington and Lee U n i v e r s i t y ) , Neriah B a p t i s t Church and s e v e r a l 
other b u i l d i n g s s t i l l standing i n the environs of Lexington.5 

(See Continuation Sheet # 4) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
See C o n t i n u a t i o n Shee t # 9 

10. Geographical Data 
2 . 0 4 Acreage of nominated property . 

Quadrangle name L e x i n g t o n , V A 

UTM References 

^ I l i 7 l I6 |3 i8 |3 i6 i0 | U i l | 8 |3 |8 |8 |0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 
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(See Continuation Sheet #9) 
Verbal boundary description and justification j ^ l l o f t h o s e c e r t a i n l o t s o f r e c o r d i n t h e 

C l e r k ' s O f f i c e o f t h e C i r c u i t C o u r t o f R o c k b r i d g e C o u n t y , VA i n Deed Book 
222, Page 256, Known as T r a c t s # ( 1 ) , ( 2 ) , ( 3 ) , (4) and (5) t o g e t h e r w i t h t h a t 
c e r t a i n . s t r i p i n c l u d i n g t r a c t # (5-A) a l o n g n o r t h f o r k o f James R. known as 

Lis t a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies Maury R i v e r , 

state code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Henry and,Dolores Bausun (As s i s t e d by Pamela Simpson) 

organization ^ / j ^ date F e b r u a r y 12 , 198 7 

street & number R t . 7 , Box 5 O l d B r i d g e telephone 7 0 3 4 6 3 - 4 6 3 6 

city or town L e x i n g t o n , state V i r g i n i a 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state — J - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the ^4^tlonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th^^a^i^nal Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
n i r p r f n r . V A D i v i .gi o n n f H i Q l - n r i r T . p i n r l m a r k Q 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

tarred tba 

Attest 

date 

date 

Chief of Registration 
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TANKERSLEY TAVERN, R o c k b r i d g e C o . , V i r g i n i a 
Continuation sheet # 1 Item number 7 Page 1 

7. DESCRIPTION — A r c h i t e c t u r a l A n a l y s i s 

The major a r c h i t e c t u r a l feature of the b u i l d i n g i s a two-level 
g a l l e r y t h a t s t r e t c h e s across the ca. 1835 s e c t i o n of the facade, 
comes to an end, and appears again as a n i n e - f o o t - l o n g balcony on the 
ca. 1870 s e c t i o n of the main facade. The g a l l e r y / b a l c o n y on the exposed 
basement l e v e l i s supported by e i g h t chamfered Doric posts and the 
c e i l i n g j o i s t s are beaded. On the main l e v e l , the Doric posts with 
chamfered edges are repeated and are l i n k e d by a s c r o l l - c u t boarded 
balustrade. There are decorative brackets along the c o r n i c e . 

The east e l e v a t i o n of the ca. 18 35 s e c t i o n has on the lower 
l e v e l two l a r g e 8/12 l i g h t double-hung sash windows with p l a i n modern 
t r i m . They each measure 65" i n height by 44" i n width. On the upper 
l e v e l above them i s one 8/8 double-hung sash window wi t h p l a i n mold­
ings. The west e l e v a t i o n i s exposed on only the upper l e v e l . On 
t h i s l e v e l i s a random bonded b r i c k chimney as w e l l as one 8/8 double-
hung sash window. Above on the l o f t l e v e l i s an i d e n t i c a l 8/8 double-
hung sash window. 

The whole of the b u i l d i n g i s set i n t o a steep limestone embankment, 
thus the upper l e v e l of the main (south) facade becomes the ground l e v e l 
of the rear (north) e l e v a t i o n . A one-story lean-to a d d i t i o n runs across 
the rear facade of the ca. 1835 s e c t i o n ; t h i s a d d i t i o n contains a sky 
l i g h t over the eastern-most p o r t i o n and a s e r i e s of three unmullioned 
gla s s windows side by s i d e . The lean-to foundation i s coursed f i e l d ­
stone on the east e l e v a t i o n and incorporates the n a t u r a l limestone 
bank along the west. On the rear e l e v a t i o n of the cistern/passage 
s e c t i o n i s a modern screened-in porch with cross-mullioned French 
doors l e a d i n g to the i n t e r i o r . On the rear e l e v a t i o n of the t a l l e r , 
1 1/2-story s e c t i o n are three bays: a 6/6 double-hung sash window and 
a smaller 4/4 double-hung sash window f l a n k i n g a modern Dutch door w i t h 
a 4 - l i g h t top. Above on the l o f t area are two 6/6 double-hung sash 
windows and a smaller 4/4 window i d e n t i c a l to the one below i t . 

There i s a simple gable, standing-seam t i n roof over the one-
stor y and 1 1/2-story s e c t i o n s . The ca. 1835 b u i l d i n g has a common 
r a f t e r system n a i l e d to a ridge board i n d i c a t i n g a post 1870 date. 
Some of the r a f t e r s are v e r t i c a l l y sawn, however, and may have been 
reused when the o l d e r roof was replaced. The l o f t of the 1 1/2-
s t o r y western s e c t i o n i s c e i l e d over, preventing r a f t e r i n s p e c t i o n . 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION — A r c h i t e c t u r a l A n a l y s i s 

I n t e r i o r : 

The i n t e r i o r arrangement of the ca. 1835 t o l l house was 
o r i g i n a l l y a two-room p l a n on both upper and lower l e v e l s w i t h 
the lower rooms serving as t o l l house f o r the nearby bridge and 
the upper rooms se r v i n g as a d w e l l i n g f o r the t o l l house keeper. 
By the 18 70s the east room of the lower l e v e l had become a tav­
ern; o l d photographs show a long, wooden counter stretched 
across the north side of the bar room. A t i c k e t o f f i c e f o r 
r i v e r canal boats had opened i n the west room. A board p a r t i ­
t i o n t h a t separated the two lower rooms was removed along w i t h 
the bar counter i n the 19 50s. The present owners have replaced 
the r o t t i n g remains of a wooden f l o o r w i t h f l a g s t o n e s and 
cleaned remaining p l a s t e r o f f the b r i c k w a l l s . No o r i g i n a l 
woodwork remains except a board and batten door that leads to a 
storage area under the l e a n - t o , and window moldings along the 
south w a l l . There i s an open b r i c k f i r e p l a c e on the west w a l l , 
but no mantel s u r v i v e s . In the cistern/passage u n i t on the 
lower l e v e l , the present owners created access from the basement 
to the upper l e v e l . A stairway now curves along the three-
course common bond b r i c k w a l l i n t e r i o r of a c i s t e r n that was 
constructed i n the mid-19th century beneath a side porch on the 
west e l e v a t i o n of the ca. 1835 t o l l house. 

The ca. 1870 s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g has one u n f i n i s h e d room 
on the exposed basement l e v e l . Here wooden b u t t s , stone i n f i l l 
and limestone bank are a l l v i s i b l e except on the south where 
they are covered by v e r t i c a l barn s i d i n g . The s i l l s are hewn 
and the j o i s t s are v e r t i c a l l y sawn. The room perhaps served as 
a storeroom f o r the tavern since there are i r o n bars on the 
southwest window. The south board and batten door was o r i g i ­
n a l l y the only entrance to t h i s room; the present owners have 
opened a passage i n the east w a l l to connect the u n f i n i s h e d room 
w i t h the cistern/passage u n i t and they have added a 6/6 window 
to balance the three-bay facade of the main l e v e l . 

The i n t e r i o r of the main l e v e l of the ca. 1835 s e c t i o n i s a 
two-room plan w i t h a s i n g l e , beaded-board p a r t i t i o n t h a t has 
been p l a s t e r e d over. A boxed stairway on the southeast corner 
of the w a l l leads to the u n f i n i s h e d a t t i c . The door frames and 
6/6 windows on the south have simple, t h r e e - p a r t , beveled mold­
ings; the two e x t e r i o r doors have been replaced w i t h f l o o r - t o -
c e i l i n g sheets of unmullioned g l a s s . The i n t e r i o r doors are a l l 

(See Continuation Sheet #3 
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7. DESCRIPTION — A r c h i t e c t u r a l A n a l y s i s 

board and batten. The w a l l s and c e i l i n g are p l a s t e r e d and there 
i s an open f i r e p l a c e on the west w a l l that has a b u i l t - i n i r o n 
l i n t e l . No mantel remains. The r e a r , north lean-to has been 
renovated i n t o a small bedroom, closet/passage area and modern 
bath. The cistern/passage u n i t a t t h i s upper l e v e l was o r i g i ­
n a l l y a side porch on the west e l e v a t i o n of the ca. 1835 house. 
The remains of D o r i c , chamfered posts are v i s i b l e on the rea r , 
north side of the passage. The area now gives i n t e r i o r access 
between the one-story eastern s e c t i o n and the 1 1/2-story west­
ern s e c t i o n . 

The i n t e r i o r of the 1 1/2-story s e c t i o n i s a l s o d i v i d e d i n t o 
two rooms with a p l a s t e r and l a t h p a r t i t i o n . A boxed s t a i r i n 
the northeast corner serves the l o f t area. A p i c t u r e r a i l w i t h 
beaded edges runs along a l l of the w a l l s of both of these rooms. 
The moldings f o r the doors and windows are a complicated f i l l e t , 
ovolo, plane, bead f i l l e t , bead. The west room i s now a k i t c h e n 
and has a c h a i r r a i l on the west and north w a l l s . The balcony 
p o r t i o n of the g a l l e r y ( a c c e s s i b l e o f f the l a r g e r , east room) 
has been r e c e n t l y glassed i n . 

The l o f t area i s c e i l e d and f i n i s h e d w i t h a modern bath i n 
the west corner. Two small casement windows on the east w a l l 
o f f e r a view of the one-story s e c t i o n roof. A dormer on the 
north side o f f e r s added headroom. 

S e t t i n g : 

A b r i c k e d t e r r a c e pathway on the north, rear e x t e r i o r of the 
tavern leads to a set of b r i c k steps on the east. These 
lead dov;n to the ground, basement l e v e l . Immediately north of 
the 1 1/2-story s e c t i o n i s a s t r u c t u r e t h a t may have been a 
separate k i t c h e n or wash house. I t has a f i e l d s t o n e w a l l on the 
west and n a t u r a l outcropping on the north; i t no longer has 
w a l l s on east and south. A corner post here supports the n a i l e d 
common r a f t e r roof. The p l a t e s and r a f t e r s are a mixture of 
reused timber most of which i s v e r t i c a l l y sawn. In the 
northeast corner i s a larg e b r i c k chimney and f i r e p l a c e t h a t was 
probably added i n the e a r l y 20th century. A d d i t i o n a l l y , there 
are three frame sheds to the northeast and northwest of the 
kitchen/washhouse. They a l l date to the 19th or e a r l y 20th 
century. An o f f i c e - s t u d i o b u i l t i n 1978 i s a non-contributing 
b u i l d i n g . 

(See Continuation Sheet #4) 
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7. DESCRIPTION — A r c h i t e c t u r a l A n a l y s i s 

The tavern i s s i t e d on 2.4 acres of steep h i l l s i d e t h a t 
slopes from north to south along the north bank of the Maury 
R i v e r . Several t r e e s from the 19th century remain on the slope. 
The s i t e i s b i s e c t e d by State Route 6 31, the o r i g i n a l V a l l e y 
Turnpike which at t h i s p o i n t crossed a covered bridge t h a t con­
nected the area known as "East Lexington" or "Levesia" with Lex­
ington i t s e l f and connected Lexington w i t h Staunton and po i n t s 
North. The bridge was torn down i n 1943, but i t s stone abutment 
on the north bank of the r i v e r s u r v i v e s and i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n the bounds of t h i s nominated property. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE — H i s t o r i c a l Bakcground 

Beginning i n 1824, Jordan became a c t i v e i n the e f f o r t to 
connect the west wi t h the A t l a n t i c . He constructed a bateau 
canal around Balcony F a l l s on the James Riv e r ; he a l s o developed 
the e a r l i e s t p r i n c i p a l roads from Rockbridge County across the 
Blue Ridge and Allegheny Mountains. By the 1830s, h i s second 
son Samuel F r a n c i s had jo i n e d him i n business. U l t i m a t e l y , the 
Jordan f a m i l y owned and operated twelve furnaces and a number of 
forges i n Allegheny, Bath, Amherst, L o u i s a , Botetourt and Rock­
bridge counties.6 

• Father and son were neighbors as w e l l as partners i n b u s i ­
ness, John having b u i l t Samuel F r a n c i s a house (now the V.M.I. 
Infirmary) near "Stono" on a h i l l t o p o v erlooking Jordan's P o i n t . 
The f a m i l y had developed the P o i n t as a commercial area with a 
g r i s t m i l l , s a w mill, foundry and forge. 

Long before the Jordans developed the P o i n t and even before 
the f i r s t pioneers began to s e t t l e the area i n the 1720s, 
Indians had forded the r i v e r a t what became known i n the 19th 
century as Jordan's P o i n t . A f t e r an e a r l y s e t t l e r , G i l b e r t 
Campbell, acquired the r i v e r l a n d , the o l d Indian f o r d was r e ­
f e r r e d to i n records as Campbell's f o r d . A f t e r John Jordan r e ­
ceived permission i n 1834 to b u i l d a t o l l bridge across the r i v ­
e r , Jordan's bridge (as i t was c a l l e d ) was constructed a few 
yards up r i v e r from Campbell's f o r d , g i v i n g t r a v e l l e r s safe ac­
cess to the V a l l e y Turnpike. T o l l s were c o l l e c t e d at the north 
end of the bridge at a t o l l house (now Tankersley Tavern) b u i l t 
by the Jordans ca. 18 35 alongside the t u r n p i k e . 

T o l l s i n V i r g i n i a at t h i s time were customarily c o l l e c t e d 
from t r a v e l l e r s using both p r i v a t e and tax-supported roads and 

(See Continuation Sheet # 5) 
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bridges. The t o l l s were c o l l e c t e d by gatekeepers who were usu­
a l l y f urnished a house which would be designated a gate. Fre­
quently gatekeepers operated a tavern i n connection with the 
t o l l g a t e . 7 Thus, the Jordans followed t r a d i t i o n a l p r a c t i c e i n 
b u i l d ing a t o l l house at the bridge; however, perhaps John's 
high standards as a b u i l d e r constrained them to b u i l d a t o l l 
house of more than ordinary a t t r a c t i v e n e s s and d u r a b i l i t y . 
Perhaps a l s o Jordan was pleased t o see from h i s h i l l t o p mansion, 
"Stono", the a t t r a c t i v e t o l l house across the r i v e r from h i s 
busting e n t e r p r i s e s at Jordan's P o i n t . 

Notwithstanding the new bridge at Jordan's P o i n t , numbers of 
t r a v e l l e r s continued to a v a i l themselves of f r e e passage across 
the r i v e r by way of Campbell's f o r d . Consequently, John Jordan 
and h i s son Benjamin sought and obtained permission from the 
County Court i n 1845 to c l o s e the f o r d on c o n d i t i o n that they 
keep the covered bridge i n r e p a i r and reduce the t o l l s to 
agreed-upon fees. The County Court document concludes, " A l l 
c i t i z e n s of Rockbridge s h a l l at a l l times have f r e e passage over 
s a i d Bridge."8 

Union troops came to the area i n June 1864 under General 
David Hunter's command; they came determined to r e t a l i a t e 
against Rebel supporters of the V. M. I . cadets who had fought 
v i c t o r i o u s l y against Union f o r c e s at New Market. In preparation 
f o r General Hunter's a r r i v a l , cadets were ordered to f i l l J o r ­
dan's bridge w i t h hay and set the bridge aflame as Hunter 
approached Lexington. The charred bridge f a i l e d to stop 
Hunter's troops from c r o s s i n g the r i v e r on a pontoon bridge and 
buring the V.M.I. Barracks. Union troops took no revenge, 
however, against the t o l l house even though they f i r e d cannon at 
V.M.I, b u i l d i n g s from the h i l l t o p above the t o l l g a t e . 9 The 
h i l l t o p more than a century l a t e r i s s t i l l known as Hunter H i l l . 

The t o l l house i n 1864 was no longer owned by the Jordans; 
i t had been s o l d , perhaps i n the l a t e 1840s a f t e r the bridge was 
destroyed by a f l o o d , to Samuel McDowell Reid, Clerk of the 
County Court from 1831 to 1858. Reid, i n t u r n , had s o l d the 
t o l l g a t e property to James Campbell i n 1853, one year before 
John Jordan's death. Samuel F r a n c i s died i n 18 72; both he and 
h i s f a t h e r are b u r i e d i n Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemetery i n 
Lexington. 

The 1870s were a decade of change f o r the Jordan bridge and 
the t o l l house. The covered b r i d g e , replaced a f t e r the war, was 

(See Continuation Sheet # 6) 
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twice destroyed by floods i n the 1870s. In 1879 John Wood r e ­
b u i l t the bridge on higher stone abutments which remain i n f a i r 
condition.10 The t o l l house, meanwhile, was s o l d by James 
Campbell to W i l l i a m H. Netz i n 1872; i t now served as a t i c k e t 
o f f i c e and tavern f o r passengers a r r i v i n g i n Lexington on boats 
by way of the James River canal system. The tavern on the Maury 
River became "a f a v o r i t e spot f o r refreshment among salesmen and 
t r a v e l l e r s on the canal packet boats which moored at nearby 
docks" a f t e r the long, slow t r i p from Lynchburg.H 

The Tankersley f a m i l y bought the tavern from Netz i n 1886, 
and Tankersley Tavern acquired i t s h i s t o r i c name from two enter­
p r i s i n g bachelor b r o t h e r s , Benton and Frank Tankersley, and 
t h e i r maiden s i s t e r , Annie. 

I r o n i c a l l y , 14 years a f t e r the Tankersleys purchased the 
tavern, Rockbridge County voted dry. For four decades a f t e r 
the June nig h t i n 1900 when Benton Tankersley locked the door 
that l e d through the 18-inch b r i c k w a l l i n t o the a d j o i n i n g gen­
e r a l s t o r e , Tankersley's bar was kept unchanged, down to a dusty 
bowler hat l e f t behind on a peg by one of the l a s t customers.12 

Despite the locked door, or perhaps because of i t , Tankers­
le y Tavern and i t s environs remained the community center of 
East Lexington f o r more than h a l f a century, serving v a r i o u s l y 
as post o f f i c e , country s t o r e , and gathering place f o r l o c a l 
c i t i z e n s as w e l l as t r a v e l l e r s passing on the V a l l e y Turnpike. 
The present owners of t h i s property continue to pay a small an­
nual tax on the "Tankersley s t a b l e and t i n shop" (now gone) and 
"Tankersley orchard" (now c o n s i s t i n g of one June apple t r e e and 
a few decaying pear t r e e s ) . Shoemolds from a shoeshop l o c a t e d 
here have a l s o been unearthed i n recent years, and s u r v i v i n g 
evidence of Tankersley whiskey l a b e l s suggest t h a t persons 
d i s t a n t from East Lexington may have refreshed themselves on 
Tankersley Tavern rye.13 

Many area r e s i d e n t s s t i l l have memories of the Tankersley 
Tavern p e r i o d . One such r e c o l l e c t i o n i s of a l e s s than sober 
c i t i z e n who l e f t the tavern and headed i n t o Lexington on a dark 
n i g h t , unmindful that the bridge was out. His c r i e s of d i s t r e s s 
brought rescuers who p u l l e d him s a f e l y from the r i v e r . A 
genteel woman r e c a l l s being taken as a c h i l d by her f a t h e r , a 

(See Continuation Sheet # 7) 
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l o c a l judge, f o r a b r i e f glimpse i n s i d e Tankersley Tavern to see 
f o r h e r s e l f t h i s c o l o r f u l establishment. Others r e c a l l the 
p o l i t i c a l savvy of the Tankersley b r o t h e r s , one of whom 
r e g i s t e r e d as Republican while the other r e g i s t e r e d as Democrat 
so that one of them would serve as East Lexington postmaster 
regardless of which p o l i t i c a l party occupied the White House. 

Benton Tankersley, as owner of the property on which the 
northern stone abutment f o r the 1879 covered bridge was l o c a t e d , 
cooperated w i t h a l o c a l group which organized i n 1935 to pre­
serve the wooden bridge a f t e r a cement bridge opened some hun­
dred yeards down r i v e r . By forming a l o c a l branch of the newly 
organized A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Pr e s e r v a t i o n of V i r g i n i a A n t i q u i ­
t i e s , the Rockbridge group obtained the State Highway Commis­
sion's permission to preserve the covered bridge. A year l a t e r 
the group s o l d the 24 s t e e l beams which had been the bridge sup­
p o r t s , t h i n k i n g that without heavy t r a f f i c the bridge would r e ­
main secure while the approximate $300 revenue gained from the 
sale could be used on other l o c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n projects.14 That 
same year, 1936, a f l o o d occurred, and the l o c a l newspaper 
reported: "Frank Tankersley estimated the f l o o d at 20 f e e t , 
saying i t was the highest since 1877 and two f e e t higher than i n 
1924."15 

Seven years l a t e r , i n October 194 3, the Lexington town coun­
c i l condemned the bridge as a danger to the t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c . 
That same month the l o c a l chapter of the A. P. V. A. voted to have 
the bridge removed and the bridge was q u i e t l y dismantled.1^ 
Benton Tankersley had died three years e a r l i e r , i n 1940; Frank 
remained at the tavern u n t i l h i s death i n 1949. The brothers' 
maiden s i s t e r Annie owned the property along the Maury River 
u n t i l 19 54 when she so l d i t to owners who began converting the 
o l d tavern i n t o a p r i v a t e residence. Present owners of the t o l l 
house/tavern are Dolores and Henry Bausum. 

ENDNOTES 

•'"Royster L y l e and Pamela Simpson, The A r c h i t e c t u r e of H i s ­
t o r i c Lexington, pp. 118-20. 

2 
Harrington Waddell, "Colonel John Jordan," a paper read to 

the F o r t n i g h t l y Club i n Lexington and Published soon a f t e r ­
wards i n the Rockbridge C o u n t ; ^ ^ ^ , A p r i l 14, 1938, p. 6. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 8) 
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Robert F. Hunter, "The Turnpike Movement i n V i r g i n i a , 

1816-1860," unpublished Ph. D. Thesis, Columbia U n i v e r s i t y , 
1956, p. 61. 

g 
Rockbridge County Deed Book Y, pp. 317-18. 

9 
L y l e and Simpson, op. c i t . pp. 34-35. 

"'"'̂ VA-56 7 H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey, V i r g i n i a 
Catalogue, 1976, p. 146. 

"'""'""Tankersley' s Bar Went Out of C i r c u l a t i o n When Rock­
bridge Took the Pledge," The Roanoke Times, J u l y 14, 1946; r e ­
p r i n t e d i n The Lexington Gazette, J u l y 17, 1946, p. 4. 

I b i d . 

13 
See Appendix # 1 f o r xerox copies of l a b e l s on record i n 

the Tankersley f i l e i n Washington and Lee U n i v e r s i t y a r c h i v e s . 

14 
This account i s based on l e t t e r s i n the Covered Bridge 

f i l e i n Washington and Lee U n i v e r s i t y a r c h i v e s . 

15 
" H i s t o r y of Floods i n County Recapped," The News-Gazette, 

January 8, 1986, Sec t i o n B, p. 2. 

"'"^"Old Bridge Condemned as Hazard," Rockbridge County News, 
October 14, 1943, p. 1; and "Old Covered Bridge Must Come Down," 
Rockbridge County News, October 21, 1943, p. 2. 
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10. GeoRraphical Data -Justification 

The bounds have been (drawn to inclu(ie the house, four contributing 
outbuildings, a contributing structure, and one noncontributing building. 
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Froin Tankersley f i l e i n archives of 
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