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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Martin's Brandon Church is located at the junction of routes 10 and 1201 in Burrows-
ville, Prince George County, in what is essentially a rural setting. The edifice was
constructed in 1855-56 near the site of an earlier 18th-century frame structure.

The structure sits on a brick foundation, and the walls are constructed of trick
covered with scored stucco painted pink. The present finish dates to a refurbishing
of 1962. The main (east) entrance is contained within a gable-roof porch. The entrance
consists of round-head batten double doors, original to the structure. The porch is
approached by brick steps flanked by iron rails. Both the steps and the rails are
recent additions. A secondary entrance is found on the south elevation in the bell
tower. The entrance also has round-head batten doors. In addition to the entrance,
the tower has round-arch, stained-glass windows and louvred lancets in the belfry.
The tower is covered by a flared pyramidal roef-with a cross finial, K Fenestration
consists of both round-arch, multi-paned sash and casement windows 'as well as stained-
glass windows. A small, round stained-glass window, that was removed from the earlier
church and dates to 1845, is found on.the north wall. That and the other stained-glass
windows are later replacements. The east and west elevations have clasping buttresses
which are also covered with scored stucco. A small brick chimney with a corbeled cap
is at the northeast corner. The rear (north) wall was pierced for a hyphen that con-
nects the church with the 1952-53 parish hall.

The church interior was refurbished in 1961 when the present carpeting and lights
were installed. The sanctuary has undergone a number of alterations, the altar and
reredos dating to 1963. The exposed roof truss and gallery are original features. The
gallery with its finely carved rail contains slave benches as well as pews which are
believed to be original. The altar reading desk dates to 1891 and the baptismal font
to 1881. The church silver dates as early as 1655 and is still owned by the congre-
gation.

The church cemeteries are located to the east and west of the church. The graves
date to the 19th and 20th centuries. Of particular interest is the Smith family lot
which retains its original cast-iron fence.

RCC

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property consists of three acres and includes the church, cemeteries,
and a small portion of the churchyard in the front (south) of the church within the
limits of route 1201. The church is situated between two cemeteries that date to the
late 19th and 20th centuries.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Martin's Brandon Church, the fourth church of one of the oldest parishes in Virginia,
exemplifies ecclesiastical architectural taste at the time of the revival of the Episcopal
Church in Virginia. Attributed to the Baltimore architectural firm of Niernsee and Neilson,
the present Tuscan-style church -was conséerated in 1857 -and stands across the road from.
the site of -an‘earlier 18th-century frame'chufch. ‘A chalice and paten’ left to the congre—
gation by a parishioner in 1656 are believed to be the oldest Communion silver in this
country in continuous possession of the original parish. 7’ B

The land on which the present church is situated was first patented in 1618 by Captain
John Martin and called "Martin's Brandon.'" When the land was repatented in 1643 by John
Sadler and Richard Quincey, the patent mentioned a glebe, indicating the presence of an
established congregation. A court order established the parish in 1655, by which time
the second house of worship erected on the original parish plantation was already in bad
repair. The following year John Westrope bequeathed to the church its prized silver Com-
munion chalice and paten as well as a sum of money and tobacco for the repair of the
church. In 1703, when Prince George County was formed from Charles City County, Martin's
Brandon Parish was enlarged by the inclusion of Westover and Weyanoke parishes south of
the James River. The parish grew considerably, and a new frame church was erected in 1723.
The last colonial church building of Brandon parish is believed to be the place where
Colonel William Byrd met his men on his way to run the dividing line between Virginia and
North Carolina in 1728.

In Virginia, as elsewhere in America, the political revolution against the English
government in 1776 also became an ecclesiastical revolution against the English. church.
Fully disestablished by 1784, the Church lost the most valuable source of income for its
clergy in 1802 when the General Assembly vested the glebe farmlands and other colonial
property of the Church in the state at large. The seizure of church property, which
followed a long petition campaign by Baptists and Presbyterians in favor of confiscation
and redistribution, resulted in the collapse of the parish system throughout the Diocese
of Virginia. Martin's Brandon Church was no exception, and the church remained abandoned
for many years.

By 1829 the Virginia Episcopal Church was well on its way to revival, due largely to
the efforts of William Meade, Episcopal historian and reformer. Meade revived the church
according to a deliberate plan which included the securing of an evangelical bishop for
Virginia, the establishment of the Theological Seminary at Alexandria, and a conciliatory
approach to other religious denominations. Through Meade's influence both before and
after he became bishop in 1840, the church gradually returned to a position of prestige
with renewed membership among the old families. It is not known exactly when the Brandon
Church reopened. Vestry records indicate a building campaign in 1852-53, and services

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey
1968, 1975 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

8. 'SIGNIFICANCE

at the church are noted in the Southern Churchman throughout the 1850s. Bishop John
Johns formally consecrated the present church building on November 8, 1857. L

While the church's interior has undergone numerous modifications, the exterior
remains in a good state of preservation. The attribution to Baltimore architects
Niernsee and Neilson is based on a stylistic comparison of the church to documented
examples of that firm's ecclesiastical works. A comparison with Spesutia Church,

St. George's Parish, Harford County, Maryland, shows distinct similarities. Approxi-
mately the same size and proportions, both Tuscan-style churches feature the same
gabled entry, clasping buttresses, rounded windows, and engaged bell tower. A
Baltimore edifice, St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, has a steeple
similar to that found on Brandon Church. The firm's reputation was known to Virginia
congregations through the Southern Churchman, which listed Niernsee and Neilson as
the architects of Grace Church in Baltimore in its December 20, 1852, issue. J. Craw-
ford Neilson's obituary mentions his designs for "'many public and private buildings
at Staunton, Va."“, and his biographical notice in Men of Mark in Maryland (1882)
calls attention to many prominent examples of his work in the Commonwealth, including
the Richmond Tobacco Exchange and Robert E. Lee's Mausoleum. >

MTP/VDS/RCC

1Southern Churchman, Vol. XXII, #47.

2The Sun (Baltimore), December 20, 1900, p. 7, c. 6.

3Men of Mark in Maryland, "City of Baltimore--J. Crawford Neilson,'" 1882, p. 334.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Verbal Boundary Description

extending about 100' E to NE corner of eastern cemetery; thence extending about
200' NE along NW cemetery line; thence extending about 250' SE along NE cemetery
line to N side of route 1201; thence extending about 500' WSW along said side,
then about 200' WNW along said side to point of origin.
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VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION
221 GOVERNOR STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219

MARTIN'S BRANDON CHURCH

Prince George County, Va.

Credit: Va. Historic Landmarks Commission
1975

Neg. Filed: Va. State Library, Richmond, Va.
View from Southeast
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COUNTY OF PRINCE GEORGE

July 15, 1980 e, A UTLTixs

SUBDIVISION AGENT

Ms. Corrine P. Hudgins

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Ms. Hudgins:

Our Board of Supervisors was pleased to learn that Brandon
Church is being considered for placement on the Virginia Landmarks
Register. During the July 8th Board meeting, the attached resolution
was adopted endorsing the placement of historic Brandonm Church on the
State Register.

I have also talked with William Marks, Senior Warden of the
Church, and he informs me that the Church Board has also endorsed
the proposed placement of Brandon Church on the Regis%gr.

If our County can provide additional information for your July

31lst meeting, please call me.
incerely, »
l:ifﬂ vv\nan.l .

John G. Kines, Jr.
Director of Planning

Attachment

cc: R. L. Hedrick

\
|
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\
|
|
|
|

P O BOX 68, PRINCE GEORGE, VIRGINIA 23875 / PHONE (804) 732-633S ‘



R-80-103

Board of Supervisors
County of Prince George
Prince George, Virginia

Resolution

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Prince George held in the General
District Courtroom of the County of Prince George on
the 8th day of July, 1980:

Present: Vote:
H. W. Williams, Jr., Chairman . Yea
Samuel L. Bland, Vice Chairman Yea

E. W. Burrow Yea
Harry G. King Yea
Henry D. Parker, Jr. Absent

On motion of Mr. Burrow, which carried unanimously,
the following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS Martin's Brandon Church was built about
1850 as the successor to a church that had earlier been
destroyed; and

WHEREAS the original Brandon Church was established
in 1700; and '

WHEREAS the cemetery at this site contains tomb-
stones with epitaphs dating from 1700; and

WHEREAS this church provides much historic insight
into Prince George County and the surrounding area; and

WHEREAS this church is a good example of a mid-
nineteenth century rural church;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Prince George this 8th day
of July, 1980 that it supports the placement of Martin's
Brandon Church on the Virginia Landmarks Register; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it be nominated for

maintained by the Department of the Interior. S
: <

Placement on the National Register of Historic Places q?




A Copy Teste:

Aty &

R. L. Hedric
County Administrator

R-80-103
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w‘ﬁa © " Congress of the United States FOrSaeR .
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Washington, B.E. 20515 (@0 ezl

4+ COMMITTEES:

August 19, 1980

Mr. Chris Therral Delaporte

Director

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
U. S. Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Delaporte:
It is my understanding that Martin's Brandon Church,
Prince George County, is being nominated to the National

Register of Historic Places.

I shall appreciate your advice concerning
action taken on this landmark.

With kind regards.

Sinc ly

1

Robert W. Daniel, Jr.

D3R Mai Contral Mo, 1
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Sep |2 1980 HZTM/?

Hionorable Robert V. Daniel, Jr.

House of Representstives
vashington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Daniel:

Thank you for your letter of August 19, 1980, concerming the nomination

of Mertin's Brandon Church, Prince George County, Virgimia, to the
National Register of Historic Places.

On August 29, 1980, the Heritage Couservation and Recreation Service
received this nominstion from the Virginia Stete Historic Preservation
Officer, Mr. Tucker H. Hill, Executive Director, Virginia Histerie
Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street, Richmond, Virgiaia 23219.
Hotice will be published im the "Federal Register" that the property is
being comsidered for listing in the Natiomal Register. Interested

i to present written comments on the
significance of the property. At the end of this period, the nomimation
-will be reviewed by the Nationmal Begister staff. We will motify you if
Martin's Brandon Church is eatered in the lNationel Register.

1f we can be of further sssistance to you, please let us kanow. %e

sppreciate your interest im the historic preservation programs of the
Heritage Conservation snd Recrestion Sexvice.

Sincerely,

CHRIS T. DELAPORTE

Chris Therral Delaporte
Director

cc: Mr. Tucker H. Hill, SHPO, Virginia
bee: CL

FHR-CL
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER ..
VIRGINIA ‘

STATE
OCT 31 980

Date Entered

Name Location

Bladensfield ' Warsaw
Richmond County

Martin's Brandon Church Carson vicinity
Prince George County

Mountain View Roanoke (ind. city)

Also Notified

Honorable John W. Warner

Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Paul S. Trible, Jr. Mr. Tucker H. Hill

Honorable Robert W. Daniel, Jr. Executive Director

Honorable M. Caldwell Butler Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

221 Governor Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

(Efi——. Byers/bjr/11/12/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



