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Charlotte County Courthouse 

AND/OR COMMON 
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_ N 0 T FOR PUBLICATION 

' ' ffiarlCotte Court House 
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—OBJECT 
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—PRIVATE 
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—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
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ACCESSIBLE 

-YES: RESTRICTED 
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— N O 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 
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QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME ; „ * J- r. 

C h a r l o t t e County c/o Board of Supe rv i so r s 
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CITY.TOWN 

C h a r l o t t e Court House \«tBiKKKaF 

STATE Z i p c o d e 

V i r g i n i a 23923 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. C h a r l o t t e C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREET* NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

C h a r l o t t e Court House 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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(1) H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey Inventory 

( 2 ) ( S e e C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t #1) 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE 

J f e o O D —RUINS X_ALTEREb —MOVED DATE-

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Charlotte County Courthouse i s a brick, temple-form structure approximately 45 feet wide 
and 71 feet deep. I t i s fronted by a tetrastyle Tuscan portico with whitewashed stuccoed 
columns. In the pediment i s a large lunette with intersecting tracery. The li g h t s i n the 
lunette have been painted out. The portico entablature i s carried around the entire building. 
The pediment i s repeated on the rear where i t has a large round window with i t s l i g h t s 
s i m i l a r l y painted out. 

The front wall of the courthouse i s of even-colored Flemish bond. American bond i s employed 
on the side and rear walls. The bottom courses on a l l but the front have been cemented over, 
probably because of r i s i n g damp. Each side has five bays; there i s a door with a p l a i n 
transom i n the center of each side. A similar doorway serves as the main entrance. Both 
the side windows and the f i r s t - s t o r y front windows have early 12/12 sash with p l a i n archi­
traves and s i l l s ; the gallery windows on the front have 9/12 sash. A l l the windows are hung 
with louvred shutters painted dark green. On the rear wall i s a large, three-part window 
with an entrance on each side. Contained within each entrance opening i s a door above which 
i s a panel and a twelve-Light fixed-sash hung with shutters. The concrete steps and iron 
r a i l i n g s are modern. 

The i n t e r i o r of the courthouse has undergone alterations but preserves i t s early character. 
Indeed, i t i s one of the few courthouses of the period that retains i t s o r i g i n a l two-story 
space. The galle r y , the pair of gallery steps, r a i l i n g , and the four columns supporting the 
gallery a l l appear to be o r i g i n a l . The main a l t e r a t i o n was the moving of the wall immediate­
l y behind the bench forward to create space for a rear vestibule, jury room, and judge's 
chambers. The woodwork of the bench and the paneling above i t are a l l 20421.-century Colonial 
Revival. The cornice surrounding the room appears to be Colonial Revival also, but the 
boarded main c e i l i n g and that beneath the gallery are probably o r i g i n a l . The courtroom 
seating i s provided by Victorian wooden benches with high backs. The brick f l o o r i s modern. 
Ornamenting the room are four magnificent I t a l i a n colored marble busts (possibly Renaissance) 
of Roman emperors. The busts were given by the late David K. E. Bruce, the noted diplomat 
and native of Charlotte County. 

D i r e c t l y behind the courthouse i s a handsome two-story, three-bay, brick o f f i c e building of 
antebellum o r i g i n now used as a law o f f i c e . Immediately behind that i s the late Victorian 
Clerk's o f f i c e , made d i s t i n c t i v e by i t s entrance tower with a steep pyramidal roof and arched 
entrance. The complex i s set i n an unusually pleasant shady lawn and forms the v i s u a l focal 
point of the tiny settlement of Charlotte Court House. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1821-23 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas Jefferson, Architect 
-------------------------~ John Percival, Builder 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The Charlotte County Courthouse was built in 1821-23 from plans 
supplied by Thomas Jefferson and is a prototype for numerous Roman Revival court buildings 
erected in Virginia in the 1830s and '40s. Although no d-rawings survive to authenticate 
Jefferson's authorship of the building, it was stated as early as 1835 that he was respons ib l e 
for its design. 1 The attribution has always been accepted by scholars of Virginia archi tec-
-ture.'- -- :JJ '· ! ') 

• ::', r-:. '­u. J J - ') ,.; .. .: - J J 

0 
• ·· Jef f erson's interest i r? l?O'usihg the young republ 'ic' s ' institutionS' i rr archi tle C'turally 

dignified bui1.dings Yed him to i et an ' ex£lnple "with 'h is- de"'sign for the Virginia State~ Capitol, 
the first temple-form Classical Revival public building in the nation and possibly the world. 
He also had a significant influence on the appearance of the first government buildings in 
Washington and helped to establish the tradition of monumental Classical structures for the 
federal government. He provided further examples of "correct specimens" of architecture for 
his native state with his designs for the great complex at the University of Virginia, 
numerous houses, a church, and at least two courthouses. 

Interestingly, the Charlotte building was not initiated by Jefferson. In 1821 a 
special committee was appointed by the county court to plan ~nd carry out the building of a 
new courthouse. 2 The committee consisted of - Clement ·carrington, Isaac Read; -william M. 
Watkins, John MortoQ, Jr., Joseph Wyatt, Henry A. Watkins, and Henry Carrington. According 
to tradition a delegation was appointed by the committee to visit Monticello · and -obtain a 
set of plans from the former President. Jefferson dutifully supplied designs for a Tuscan 
po r ticoed edifice. 

The building was completed in 1823 with $5,362.61 paid to the builder John P~rcival. 
Percival is known to have submitted bids to Jefferson for work at the University of Virginia, 
but whether or not he actually worked under Jefferson has not been determined. It is 
unlikely that Jefferson ever saw the results of Percival's labor in Charlotte County. 

The Charlotte building directly inspired the courthouses for neighboring counties. It 
was specified in the contract that the Lunenburg County Courthouse (completed in 1827) be 
built after the plan of "the new courthouse in Charlotte County."3 The Mecklenburg County 
Courthouse (completed in 1838) and the Nottoway County Courthouse (completed in 1841) also 
follow the Charlotte mode. These courthouses, along with numerous other buildings designed 
by Jefferson and the master builders who continued his distinctive idiom, form a priceless 
legacy that has been collectively termed America's first native architectural style. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONBeginning at a po in t i n Char lo tbe Court House,' at the i n t e r - ^ 

s e c t i o n o f S ta t e Routes 40 and 47 , approximate ly 2 m i . SE o f Roaches Branch; thence extazoyiog 
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NATIONAL. STATE X LOCAL. 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VIRGINIA 

Date Entered W 7BBD 

Name Location 

Charlotta County Courtboua* 

Vawtar Hall and Old Praaldant*8 Hotua 

St. Sophia BOMB of tha Littla Siatara of tha 
Poor 

Mltehalla Praabytarian Cliureh 

Berry Kill 

Charlotta 
Charlotta County 

Ettriek 

Chaatarfiald County 

RiduKmd (ind. eity) 

Mitehalla 
Culpapar County 

Oranga 
Oranta County 

Honorable John W. Warner 
Also Notified 

Honorabla Harry F. Byrd 
Honorabla Dm Danial 
Honorabla David E. Satterflaid, III 
Honorabla J. Kannath Hoblnaon 

Stata Hiatorie Praaarvation Offiear 
Mr. Tuekar H. Hill 
Exacutive Director 
Virginia Hiatorie Landaarka Comiaaion 
221 Govamor Straat 
Richnond, Virginia 23219 

c NR Byers/bjr 5/19/80 
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


