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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Kittiewan is a f l a t , open tract of farmland occupying part of a peninsula on the north 
side of the James River. The mid-18th-century dwelling house at Kittiewan is a story-
and-a-half, five-bay frame structure with an original gable-roofed e l l at the east 
and a later lean-to e l l stretching across the remainder of the rear (north) side of 
the house. The main block and original e l l are set upon an English-bond foundation 
and are clad with beaded weatherboards into which are driven early shutter dogs. 
The windows have 9/9 Federal-era sash, except for one original 9-light sash i n the 
e l l . Two small windows light gable-end dlosets in each end of the main house; those 
on the west are covered by louvred blinds which may be original. Five pedimented 
dormers, with flush-boarded tympaija, 6/6 Federal sash, an4, beaded weatherboards opj 
their cheeks break the front slope of the main block, and/pn^ sim^iar dorper occupies 
each plane of the e l l roqf. Hhe main block is crowned by interior epd chimneys, oif . 
which the east stack has been rebuilt. The eXl is served by an exterior English-hond 
btick" chimney with two sets of t i l e d weatherings. 

The lean-to e l l , which in i t s present form dates from a post-1846 renovation, is 
covered with beaded weatherboards and has large 6/6 window sash. When this section 
was remodeled, porches were added to the front and rear of the house. These have low 
pedimented roofs supported on four t a l l truncated pyramidal piers, 
porch, only those piers against the house are the originals. 

On the front 

The house is presently a modified double-pile, central-passage-plan structure. There 
is one room to either side of the passage in the front and a large dining room to 
the west of the rear passage. To the east, a kitchen intervenes between the passage 
and the original e l l . The house was originally a single-pile, central-passage build­
ing with a single-room e l l . Another e l l — t h e northwest dining room—was apparently 
built early in the 19th century with the f i r s t e l l being enlarged at the sarae time, 
creating a U-shaped house with an open "alley" between the two e l l s . The narrow 
alley between the two was converted to a passage i n the post-1846 renovation, and the 
roof of a l l but the earliest portion of the e l l was changed to i t s present shed form. 

The original house contains a considerable amount of interior decoration; that i n 
the parlor (southeast room) is the most elaborate. A l l four walls are f u l l y s^heathed 
with raised paneling capped by a dentil cornice and broken by a double-tiered chair 
r a i l . Ihe chimney wall, which contains round-headed closets at either side of the 
fireplace, is punctuated by a series of four fluted Roman Doric pilasters flanking 
the closets. A striking late 18th-century mantel, consisting of fluted Roman Doric 
pilasters supporting a boldly and sharply molded entablature with a squat pulvinated 
frieze and a narrow central keystone, replaces the original architrave surround. 
Fluted Roman Doric pilasters flank the door to the passage as well. 

The passage is treated with raised-panel wainscoting having an extra, low tie r of 
panels above the symmetrical chair r a i l . The same sort of chair r a i l is carried up 
the open-string, triple-run s t a i r . The latter substitutes a set of winders for the 
f i r s t landing and has a raised-panel s o f f i t as well as a square newel, molded r a i l , 
and two symmetrical turned balusters to a tread. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The same type of wainscoting as i n the passage is used i n the smaller west chamber 
i n conjunction with a paneled room end. The end closets were opened up as niches by 
cutting large round-headed arches i n the paneling i n the mid-19th century. There is 
a mantel l i k e that i n the parlor, and a molded cornice i s carried around the room. 

In the e l l , the fireplace i s treated with a p l a i n architrave surround, a raised-panel 
f r i e z e , and a heavy unsupported shelf. This i s the only decoration except for a 
chair board. 

There is no decoration of note i n the mid-19th-century e l l , except for two b u i l t - i n 
corner cupboards i n the passage. 

No early outbuildings survive. However, archaeological remains of the outbuildings 
most l i k e l y exist i n the immediate v i c i n i t y , and the boundaries have been drawn 
to include them as well as the terraced bank to the creek, an o r i g i n a l landscaping 
feature. Archaeological examination of the property could y i e l d additional 
information on c o l o n i a l V i r g i n i a plantation l i f e . 

DU 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries have been drawn to include part of the open land immediately around 
the house. This area probably contains the archaeological remains of the o r i g i n a l 
outbuildings. The boundaries extend immediately to the south of the house to 
include the terraced banks and the marshes .in order to provide the house with a 
view to the creek. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Kittiewan i s a Tidewater V i r g i n i a plantation located above Kittewan Creek at i t s con­
fluence with the James River. The property was owned during the Colonial period 
by the Minge family who b u i l t the present house i n the mid-18th century. 
Although the name Kittiewan, or "Knnwan", was used f o r the general v i c i n i t y early i n 
the 17th century, the present house dates from the mid-18th century. Its f i n e l y 
crafted paneling would be noteworthy even i n a much larger house, and the mantels 
added to the o r i g i n a l woodwork i n the late 18th century have a provincial vigor 
which adds to the interest of the decoration. 

Minges apparently came to the W^anoke peninsula i n the t h i r d quarter of the 17th 
century, occupying what i s known as Upper Weyanoke plantation. James Minge I I f i r s t 
appears i n the Charles City County records i n 1672. He held various l o c a l o f f i c e s 
including Clerk of the Court and County Surveyor. 

A descendant^ James Minge,lived on Weyanoke Peninsula and died there i n 1746. His 
h e i r , David Minge, held the land which included the present Kittiewan u n t i l his own 
death i n 1779. Architectural evidence suggests that the present house was b u i l t 
during David Minge's tenure; i t i s at the time of his death, as w e l l , that the name 
Kittiewan f i r s t appeared i n the record books i n connection with the s p e c i f i c tract 
under consideration. Minge'6 successors inherited several important Charles City 
properties from him, including Weyanoke and The Rowe, as well as Kittiewan. 

By 1820 Thomas E. Poythress, possibly a Minge r e l a t i o n by marriage, held l i f e owner­
ship of the plantation. In 1834 i t was acquired by Robert C. Harrison, who was prob­
ably a r e l a t i v e of the C o l l i e r Harrison who had married David Minge's widow and heir. 

Thus, Kittiewan remained i n the Mirsge-Harrison family for over 175 years, u n t i l 1846, 
when Dr. William A. Selden bought the 971-acre t r a c t . An increase of $600 worth of 
buildings i n the 1858 tax valuation of Kittiewan may indicate the date of Selden's 
improvements to the house. 

There was considerable m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y near Kittiewan during the C i v i l War, as Union 
General P h i l i p A. Sheridan occupied the area between Charles City Court House and 
the James River. As a r e s u l t , Selden, a surgeon i n the Confederate army, may have 
abandoned Kittiewan during that time, for he died i n Powhatan County i n 1865. 

Kittiewan has been i n the present owners' family since the early 20th century. I t i s 
probable that the archaeological remains of the outbuildings survive, and additional 
information on colonial V i r g i n i a plantation l i f e may result from archaeological 
examinations of the property. DU/MTP 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Kittiewan property i s bounded by a l i n e beginning at 

a point where feeder creek meets W edge of wooded area, located approximately 1.9 miles 
SSE of intersection of state routes 5 and 619 and 250' E of private drive; thence extending 
approximately 1800' S along W edge of tree l i n e ; thencfc extending about 500' SSE, cutting 
through wooded area to N bank of Kittewan Creek; thence following N bank of said creek W for 
about 8400'; thence extending 2900' N. cutting through marsh, wooded area, then open area 
and following E tree l i n e for about 550*̂  to point where wooded area meets feeder crerek; 
thence extending NE alpng S side of feeder creek to point of o r i g i n . 
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V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission S t a f f 
ORGANIZATION 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c L a n d m a r k s C o m m i s s i o n 
DATE 

September 1977 
STREET & NUMBER 

2 2 1 G o v e r n o r S t r e e t . 

TELEPHONE 

(804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN 

R i c h m o n d 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a 23219 

m STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE ^ LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in_jhe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria a n d £ ^ e » d u r ^ set fprf^ by the M S ^ j o n a ^ a j ^ 

TITLE T u c k e r H i l l , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c L a n d m a r k s C o m m i s s i o n 

DATE S E P 2 0 1977 

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY (S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGlST«* -

&fReeTeftjDrigf«c€-OF AncitcotooY Awe MiaTomc f weseRV ATION ~~~ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION KITTIEWAN, Charles City County, Virginia Page 1 of 3 

Exterior View from North 
Exterior View from East 

Detail of Original E l l from North 



SUPPLE>IENTARY PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION KITTIEWAN, Charles City County, Virginia,Page 2 of 3 

Detail of South Front Shutter Dog West Side Louvred Blind 

Interior View of Front Passage 



SUPPLEMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

Interior View of East Parlor. East Wall 
Interior View of East Parlor, West Wall 

KITTIEWAN, Charles City County, Virginia, Page 3 of 3 

^4-

Interior View of West Parlor 



C
D

 
r—

 

0
0
 

O
J 

C
D

 
U

J 







MEMBERS 

J A M E S R, S H O R T , C H A I R M A N 

M R S . W I L L I A M D BUIMOY, J R . , V ICE C H A I R M A N 

A. SMITH B O W M A N 

F R E D E R I C H. C O X , J R . , A I A 

D A V I D A . H A R R I S O N , III 

D O N A L D H A Y N E S 

M R S . K E N N E T H R, H IGGINS 

F R E D E R I C K D N I C H O L S 

F R E D W W A L K E R 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

T U C K E R H I L L 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

221 G O V E R N O R S T R E E T 

R I C H M O N D , V I R G I N I A 23219 

T E L E P H O N E : (804) 786-3143 

October 23, 1979 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the Inter i o r 
HCRS - Office of Archaeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
440 G. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: Re: National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Nominations 

The seven enclosed reports on the following places are being submitted 
i n nomination to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places: 

Kittiewan, Charles City County 
Oak H i l l , P i t t s y l v a n i a County 
Orange County Courthouse, Orange County 
Prospect H i l l , Botetourt County 
St. Stephen's Church, Northumberland County 
Snow H i l l , Surry County 
Springfield, Northumberland County 

Sincerely yours, 

Corrine P. Hudgins Cy 
Registrar 

CPH/lm 
enclosures 



A wKittiewan** 
f ^ Cliarleo C i t y , Va. 23030 

November 13, 1979 

Re: Kittiewan-663 

Mr. Cliarles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation service 
Departiaent of tlie Interior, Pension Building 
440 G Street, N. W. WasMngton, D.C. 20243 

Dear S i r : 

Referenoe i s hereby made to your recent communication dated 
Oct. 29, 1979, relating to the faot that "Kittiewan" has been nom­
inated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic places. 

I f you w i l l permit me to do so I would l i k e to make a few com­
ments as to why roy wife and I f e e l that t h i s property should be l i s t ­
ed, under the "Criteria for Evaluation" which you state i s used i n 
considering property for inclusion i n the National Register I would 
l i k e to respectfully present to you facts that I f e e l should justify 
l i s t i n g "Kittiewan" i n the National Register of Historic places, 

A. "Kittievjan" also known early as Kenwan or Konwon and later as 
Milford was given to Governor George Yeardley by the Virginia 
Company Nov. 18, 1618. (Ref. Vol. I l l of the Virginia Co. 
Records). Governor Yeardley presided over the f i r s t General 
Legislative Assembly i n the New world at Jamestown i n 1619. 

During the C i v i l War "Kittiewan" was used as a camp site by 
the Union Forces i n 1864 probably under General Sheridan and 
trenches and gun pits were dug across the plantation, the 
remains of which are s t i l l much i n evidence. 

B. "Kittiewan" was the home of Dr. William Rickman v/ho on the 
16th day of May 1776 was appointed by the Continental Congress, 
Director General and Chief physician surgeon of a Continental 
Hospital which was established i n the Goiiimonwealth of Virginia, 
(Tb.e origiaal appointment document may be seen i n the Virginia 
State Library i n Richiaond, va. signed by John Hancock, the 
second president of the continental Congress.) He served 
between May 18, 1776 and Oct. 21, 1780, when his resignation 
was accepted. Dr. Rickman's widow was granted 6,666 and 2/3 
acres of land, by Congress, which was located i n Ohio and 
Indiana for his services i n the war. (Ref. Page 364 under 
heading of Virginia soldiers of 1776) Dr. Rickman«s seoond 
wife v;as Elisabeth Harrison, the daughter of Benjamin Harrison, 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence from "Berkeley" i n 
Charles City County, Va. Dr. and Mrs. Rickman are buried on 
t i l l s place with a brick wall enclosing the cemetery as specified 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Harrison Rickman Edmondson i n her w i l l . 

('Cont. Page 2) 



(page 2) 
--- -. t '• • ' 

Re:.Kittiewan-663 Cont. 

The Medical Society of Virginia has erected a highway marker on 
Highway 5 in Charles City County, Va., recognizing Dr. William Rickiffan 
and in appreciation of his seirvice. 

C. "Kittiewan" house is an origiaftlacolonial plantation dwelling built 
of heart pine timber with eleven dormer windows with the original brick 
foundation being of english bond. It is cona^ered by architects to 
have been built ih the early 1700»s an^ "Wpî  plmeiing is of fine work­
manship. During the early restoratiolWir Williamsburg, architects 
from the Rockefeller Foundation made drawings of the paneling and man­
tels for use in the restoration work and is considered by authorities 
to be comparable to some of the best in quality in the Country, 
Mr, Dell Upton, fieldman for the Virginia Historic Landmarks commission, 
can verify my statement regarding the paneling as well as the quality 
of the other woodwork in the house. 

For further consideration I have enclosed some pictures of the house 
as well as the woodwork, I trust that the information that I have fur­
nished you will be sufficient to warrant placing "Kittiewan" in the 
National Register. 

If you should need additional information please advise me. My wife 
and I wish to extend to you and your staff our thanks and appreciation for 
your time and interest in this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

William E. Cropper 

P.S. If you do not wish to keep the pictures for your file we would like 
to have them returned. Enclosed you will find an envelppe for that 
purpose. Thank you. 
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STATE VTItRTN-fA 

Date Entered 

tTNTA- • , • 
m 1979 

Name Location 

Cedar Grove 

S t . Stephen's Church 

S p r i n g f i e l d 

(Ki t t iewan 

Centenary Church 

Prospect Hill 

Carlhelm 

Snow Hill 

Oak Hill 

Providence Forge vicinity 
New Kent County 

Heathsville 
Northumberland County 

Heathsville 
Northumberland County 

New Hope vicinity 
Charles City County 

Richmond (ind. city) 

Fincastle vicinity 
Botetourt County 

Leesburg 
Loudoun County 

Gwaltney Comer vicinity 
Surry County 

Oak Ridge vicinity 
Pittsylvania County 

Also Notified 

For f-ar-:±.er information, please call the National Register at C202)343-6'1 
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STATE VIRGINIA 

DEC 2 8 Ef79 
Date Entered 
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Ben Venue 

Orange County Courthouse 

E r i n 

Paul, Peter, House 

Washington v i c i n i t y 
Rappahannock County 

Orange 
Orange County 

Front Royal v i c i n i t y 
Warren County 

Dayton v i c i n i t y 
Rockingham County 
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Honorable John ̂ W. Warner 

Honorable Harry F. Byrd, J r . 
Honorable Paul S. T r i b l e , J r . 
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Honorable M. Caldv;ell Butler 
Honorable Joseph L. Fisher 
Honorable Hobert '.J. Daniel, J r . 
Honorable .Dan Daniel 
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State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Mr. Tucker H. H i l l 
Executive Director 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
221 Covarnor Street 
Richnond, V i r g i n i a 23219 
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