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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Flat Rock i s a large frame farmhouse b u i l t i n several sections during the f i r s t h alf 

of the 19th century and set upon a h i l l overlooking the r o l l i n g h i l l s south of Kenbridge 
i n Lunenburg County. Near the house are an early outbuilding, the remains of another, 
and an interesting mid-19th-century monument. 

As i t now stands, the house i s a two-story, three-bay structure flanked by one-story, 
one-bay wings. The building i s clad with beaded weatherboards and has 6/6 sash set i n i t s 
pla i n window frames. A late 19th- or early 20th-century, gable-roofed porch, which now 
lacks i t s columns, shelters the ff o n t of the house, and the whole i s set upon a granite 
rubble underpinning which was covered with scored stucco at the time of the la s t enlarge­
ment. Two massive exterior end chimneys flank the main block. They are granite to the 
height of the eaves and brick above. Reworked during the t h i r d phase of construction, 
they are now topped by three and four hexagonal brick stacks, respectively, at the west 
and east ends. Each of the three sections i s covered with a gable roof embellished at 
the eaves with a p l a i n box comice. 

The plan of Flat Rock i s a simple one. The central section incorporates the 
t r a d i t i o n a l I-house plan of a single room to either side of a central s t a i r passage, 
and there i s one room i n each wing. The house was b u i l t i n three stages. The f i r s t 
part was a two-story, sin g l e - p i l e , side-passage or ha l l - p a r l o r house, b u i l t i n the lat e 
18th century. I t comprises the passage and west room of the present structure. Just 
before 1820 the east room on the f i r s t f l o o r was added. Around 1856 the second-story 
east room was added, along with the wings, and the chimney stacks were remodeled to t h e i r 
present forms. 

The woodwork i n the house i s p l a i n but well-crafted. A l l of the f i r s t - f l o o r rooms 
r e f l e c t changes made during the various alterations. The o r i g i n a l (west) room of the 
main block has a mantel dating from the f i r s t remodeling. I t consists of coupled Tuscan 
colonettes supporting a frieze with p l a i n entablature blocks and tablet and supported by 
a molded shelf with a d e n t i l cornice. A pedestal chair r a i l encircles the room. A change 
i n the base molding of the chair r a i l on the rear w a l l suggests that there may o r i g i n a l l y 
have been an exterior door there and that the o r i g i n a l house may have been a ha l l - p a r l o r 
house, rather than a side-passage one. 

In the passage i s a double-beaded chair board and a double-beaded peg board. There 
i s an early enclosed s t a i r i n the northwest comer and a l a t e r one i n the southeast 
comer providing access t o the l a t e r second-floor east room. 

The east room of the f i r s t f l o o r shows evidence of many changes. When the wings 
were added, there was a wall b u i l t flush with the former projecting chimney breast i n 
order to provide closets at the chimney end of the room. Recessed-panel wainscoting 
encircles the room; d i f f e r i n g moldings at d i f f e r e n t sections suggest that a s t a i r to the 
l o f t over t h i s room, when i t was a one-story wing (roughly during the second quarter of 
the 19th century), may have risen i n the southwest corner of the room. This room retains 
i t s o r i g i n a l mantel, which consists of a pla i n architrave frame supporting unadomed 
entablature blocks and a central t a b l e t , capped by a molded shelf. 

In each of the wings and i n the second-floor east rooms, p l a i n Greek Revival mantels 
with unadorned p i l a s t e r s and friezes are used. In the l a t t e r room, there are a double-
beaded chalrboardand pegboard, and the paint i s apparently o r i g i n a l . The chair r a i l and 
window frames are pink and the baseboard and mantel are black, as are the s t i l e s and r a i l s 
of the vertical-panel, applied-mold Greek Revival door, which has mustard-colored panels. 

(See Continuation Sheet //l) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

In the second-floor west room of the main block, the e a r l i e s t surviving t r i m i n the 
building gives the best indication of the house's la t e 18th-century date. The fireplace 
i s surrounded by an architrave frame with single crossettes and i s surmounted by an 
elaborately flared and molded shelf with a d e n t i l base mold set atop a narrow pulvinated 
f r i e z e . Flanking the fireplace are two wide open cupboards whose o r i g i n a l shelf 
brackets are attached with wrought n a i l s . Below these cupboards are narrower closets 
with doors of a single raised panel each. A l a t e r pedestal chair r a i l encircles the 
room, and an enclosed s t a i r i n the northeast corner leads to two finished chambers i n the 
a t t i c . 

The c e l l a r plan i s similar to the f i r s t - f l o o r plan, except that the west room was 
divided i n t o two parts, with the eastem section stone-floored and whitewashed and a 
large root c e l l a r excavated i n the western portion. 

To the northeast of the house stands an early gable-roofed smokehouse of unusual 
plank construction. The s i l l s , posts, and plates are framed normally, but instead of 
studs, the walls are i n f i l l e d with 3-inch-thick planks averaging 21 inches wide, abutting 
one another and tenoned into the plates and s i l l s . These were o r i g i n a l l y covered with 
weatherboards. By the l a t e 19th century the weatherboards had been replaced with t h i n 
i n t e r n a l battens to seal the cracks between the planks. Now, the house i s covered with 
corrugated sheet metal. Due west of the house was an early icehouse. A large, square, 
granite-lined p i t remains. 

Northwest of the house i s a mid-19th-century monument toHenry H. Chambers, M.D. 
(1790-1826), son of an owner of Flat Rock and l a t e r a U.S. Senator from Alabama, who i s 
buried here where he died en route to Washington. This tall^marble obelisk, which i s 
decorated with classical forms, i s of interest as a rare signed monumental sculpture. 
I t was made by Bowie and Wright of Petersburg and erected i n 1859 by his ,son, Henry C. 
Chambers of Mississippi. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The register bounds have been drawn as a regular rectangle, bounded on the south by 
route 655, and encompass a l l of the buildings mentioned i n the report as well as a family 
cemetery, a t r a d i t i o n a l feature of V i r g i n i a r u r a l l i f e . 

GPO B92 455 
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SPECIFIC DATES l a t e 1 8 t h ; 1 8 1 9 ; 1856 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Flat Rock, i s a large but unpretentious plantation of significance to the study of 
vernacular building i n Southside V i r g i n i a . The main house was b u i l t i n the late 18th 
century—unusually early for the l o c a l i t y — a s a two-story, side-passage or ha l l - p a r l o r 
house. Enlarged twice, i t has i n the process incorporated several popular decorative 
styles and a succession of plan tj^ies t r a d i t i o n a l i n the area. The sets of hexagonal 
chimney stacks atop each chimney are a d i s t i n c t i v e feature of the house. A noteworthy 
signed mid-19th-century monument, a smokehouse of plank construction, and a large, 
granite-lined icehouse p i t a l l contribute further interest to the property. 

In i t s e a r l i e s t years. Flat Rock was the home of the Chambers family. Thomas Chambers 
the f i r s t of the name to s e t t l e i n the v i c i n i t y , came to the county i n the mid-18th century 
He l a t e r served as a vestrjanan of Cumberland Parish, county j u s t i c e , and county s h e r i f f . 
When he died i n 1798, his eldest son and h e i r , Edward Chambers, was already an established 
landowner. 

One of Thomas Chambers'stenants, James Hooper, had bought the farm on which he l i v e d 
from Chambers i n 1795. Two years l a t e r Edward Chambers bought i t back from Hooper, with 
50 additional acres. Since Hooper has paid 50 pounds for the farm while Edward Chambers 
bought i t , with only a t h i r d more acreage, for 600 pounds, i t i s reasonable to assume 
that the present house was begun the two ensuing years. The second period of construction 
was undertaken much l a t e r i n Edward Chambers'slife. The 1820 land tax books note a $3000 
increase i n valuation, improvements to the dwelling house accounting for $1000 of the 
increase. 

Edward Chambers died before 1828. One of his children, Henry, became a U. S. Senator 
from Alabama i n 1825. Another son, Edward R. Chambers, l a t e r became a successful lawyer and 
professor at Randolph Macon College. Senator Chambers i s buried at Flat Rock, where he 
died while v i s i t i n g en route to Washington. Edward R. Chambers was disinherited by his 
father—indeed dispossessed of Flat Rock which had been given him i n 1825—due to youthful 
f i n a n c i a l i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

The plantation was sold to Edward Chambers'sdaughter, Ann Craig, by his executors. 
She sold the property to Peter V. Street i n 1840. After the l a t t e r ' s death (ca. 1850) 
Flat Rock was occupied by Robert S. Bagley, to whom the court awarded ownership i n 1855. 
The f i n a l alterations to Flat Rock, were apparently made during Bagley's tenure, the 
building valuation being increased by $150 i n 1857. 

Flat Rock i s currently being renovated by Bagley Reid, 

MTP/du 
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In ter ior View - Second-floor West Room 
Inter ior View - Second-l'loor V/est Room 

FUT ROCK, Lunenburg County, Virginia Page 2 of 3 

Interior View - Flrsi t -f loor West Wlnp; 
Exterior View of Plank Smokehouse 
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View of Chambers Monument 
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ttw Viti^lMA t^tm Hlstorie Proaonweiott Offiecx, Hr. Toelcor fi. H i l l 
Ex»«giU.im Olroetor* VirglodUi Hlstorieal I.«adaarks CoB«Uol«a, 
221 Govwnwr Scroot, UcIsMad, Tlrgiala 23219« 

wft racelvo tho aoalaacioa, proporty ovaoro w i l l be aot l f i«d aad 
gliraa 30 4«99 to iMtwMmt vrlttoa eommcs oa tbo property* a algnlfieaaee. 
At the waA of tbla perlo4« the rvnUim of tbe noalaatloa v l U bo esptt-> 
dltod. «e v l l l Mftlfy yoci I f Flat &oek la eatared la tba !tetlonal 
&flClat«r. 

He appreciate yo«r iatereat la hlatorle preaarv»tlMu 

Siaeerely, 

Chrla Therral Delaporta 
Director 

cc: Virginia SHPO, Mr. Tucker H. H i l l 

2î *f'®̂ ?̂ R««dlag Plle/Aaaoc. Director, Connally/Chief, QAPH? 
PHR-I«ipkln/PHR-CL/(a./llR 

FHR: SLlghtaer.-Bijd 343-6401 1/26/79 
BASIC FILE RETAIHED IN liR 

tUNENBDRG OOOHTY, VIRGINIA 
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Housie of î epresientatibes! 

MtostiinBton, J3.C. 20515 

January 10, 19 79 

COMMITTEES: 

A R M E D S E R V I C E S 

SUBCOMMITTEES! 

I N T E U . I O E N C E 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N S 

D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

W . F R E D F I S C H E R 

O f f i c e o f Congressional Relations 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation 

Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Friends: 

Enclosed i s copy of a l e t t e r from the 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission adv i s i n g 
of the nomination of F l a t Rock i n Lunenburg County, 
V i r g i n i a , t o the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

We s h a l l appreciate your ad v i s i n g us when any 
act i o n i s taken on t h i s nomination. 

Very s i n c e r e l y . 

Dan Danie 

DD:fws 

Enclosure 



i A i A e s r n SHOBT. C H A I R M A N 

.;.-MRS. W I L L I A V O BUNDV, JR.. VICE C H A I R M A N 

A-SMlT^K aOvVVAN . . -
F R E o e n i C H C O x . j n AiA 
DAVID A HA«FiiSON. I l l 
DONALD HAYJigS 
MRS KfNNET-HR HtGGINS 
FREDERICK p MCHOLS 
FRED W. VVAL*(5R 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

TUCKER HILL 
tXCCUTIVE DIRECTOR 

221 GOVERNOR STREET 

RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23219 

TELEPHONE (8041 786-3143 

Decentber 29» 1978 

Mr. Bagley Keld 
Box 212 
Fishers Island, New York 06390 

ILAT ROCR 
Lunenburg County 

Dear Mr. Reid: 

On behalf of the CoiBBBonwealth it gives ua great pleasure to notify'^rw* t)iat 
the Historic Landmarks Commission has placed Flat Rock on the Virg^a Landmarks 
Begister and has nominated i t to the National Register of Historic Flace^t^ 
Because reporters attended our Commiasioti meetings some notice of this deslgoA-
tlon may have Already appeared in the newspapers. . 

The Virginia Landmarks Register, established by an act of the General Assembly 
in 1966, is to include "the buildings, structures, and sites which are of a 
state-wide or national significance." It is our feeling that Flat Rock richly 
deserves this recognition. 

The protection of these significant landmarks is of iittwdiate concern to this 
CofflBiission.* It is 6ur hope that you will let us know i f we can be of apy 
assistance in the preservation of your historic proparty, Kany tinea «e»I>ers of 
our staff can offer advice to owners who contemplate alterations or renovations 
on their property, and we welcome the opportunity to serve you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Tucker Hill 
Executive Director 

fesr 

. ccW' 

^ c i Hon. W. C.Daniel, U.S. House of Representatives 
cc: Hon. James T. Edmunds, Senate of Virginia 
cc: Hon. Eva F. Scott, Virginia House of Delegates 
cc: Chairman, Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors 
cc: Executive Director, Piedmont Planning District Commisdiott 
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C O M M I T T E r S : 

A R M E D S E R V I C r S 

S U B C O M M I T I F E S : 

I N T E L L I G E N C E 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N S 

D I S T R I C T O K C O I - U M B I A 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A F ^ S I S T A N T 

W . I 'RED K L t T C H E H 

O f f i c e o f Congressional Relations 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation 

Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
13th & C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Friends: 

Enclosed i s copy of a l e t t e r from the 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission adv i s i n g 
of the nomination of F l a t Rock i n Lunenburg County, 
V i r g i n i a , t o the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

We s h a l l appreciate your ad v i s i n g us when any 
ac t i o n i s taken on t h i s nomination. 

Very s i n c e r e l y . 

Dan Daniel' 

DD:fws 

Enclosure 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Cotntnissioii 

T U C K E R H I L L 

E X E C U T I V E DIRECTOR 

• 221 GOVERNOR STREET ' 

R I C H M O N D , V I R G I N I A 23219 

TELEPHONE. 18041 7H63143 

Decenber 29, 1978 

!"r, Ba^i-y Reid 
Box 212 
Fishers Island, New York 06390 

•\- : , FE:' . FIAT ROCK 
Lunenburg County 

Dear Mr.- Reid:;v v;^>^^ V ̂ ; .'...^ y .: \ '' • 

da behalf of the '6'5imonwealth U gives us great pleasure to no t i f y you that . 
the Historic Landmarks Commission has placed Flat. Rock on the Virginia Landmarks 
T-. g-fster and has nominated i t to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Because reporters attended our Commlssloa meeting, some notice of this designa­
tion niay have already appeared.in the newspapers. • ; ' 

The Virginia Landmarks Register, established by an act of the General Assembly 
i n 1966. i s to include "the buildings, structures, and sites which are of a 
state-wide or national significance." I t i s our feeling that Flat Rock ric h l y 
deserves t h i s recognition. , . ; v -

The protection 6f these significant landmarks i s of iinmediate concern to this 
Commission.-'It i s bur hope that you w i l l l e t us know i f we can be of any 
csslstence i n the preservation of your historic property. Many times members of 
our staff can o f f ^ r advice to owners who contemplate alterations or renovations 
on their property, and we welcome the opportunity to serve you. 

Sincerely yours, ^. 

T^ckel^ H i l l T 
Executive Director 

. ccw . • • 
y0^ct Hon. W. C.Daniel, U.S. House of Representatives 
' cc: Hon. James T. Edmunds, Senate of Virginia 
cc: Hon. Eva F. Scott, Virginia House of Delegates 
CC5 Chairman, Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors 
cc: Executive Director, Piedmont Planning D i s t r i c t Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL BEGISTER 

STATE VIRCINIA 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Moss Tobacco Factory 

Fairfax Arma 

Clarksvllle 
Mecklenburg County 

Kenbridge vicinity 
Lunenburg County 

Colchester 
Fairfax County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 

Honorable John Waxmer 
Honorable Dan Daniel 
Honorable Herbert E. Harris, I I 

/ NR Byers/yls 5/25/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Tucker H. Hill 
Executive Director 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Govemor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


