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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Woodburn, just northwest of Charles City Court House, i s an open tract of land 
hidden among the wooded scrublands of Charles City County. The house was b u i l t ca. 
1815 by John Tyler who la t e r served as tenth President of the United States. 

The Woodburn plantation house is a s t r i k i n g , three-part frame structure consisting 
of a t a l l , two-story, three-bay central section with a gable-end facade and flanking 
chimneys, and two, low one-story, one-bay wings. The main section i s set on a 
Flemish-bond basement, and the wings are supported on piers. The whole i s clad 
with beadfed weatherboards and covered with standing-seam sheet m&tal with a box 
cornice at the eaves of each section. Nine-over-nine sash are used on the f i r s t -
f loor windows, and six-over-six sash on the second; louvred blinds survive on a l l 
of the windows" of the facade. The front entry i s decorated with a frontispiece 
doorway consisting of symmetrically molded pi l a s t e r s with consoles for caps and with 
a band of dentils and bead moldings at the cornice. The upper part of the doorway 
is concealed by a modern porch. Modern f u l l - l e n g t h porches also shelter the fronts 
of the wings; these employ chamfered posts from o r i g i n a l or early porches of simi l a r 
design. 

The plan of Woodburn i s a simple one. A passage with doors i n the front and end walls 
and a s t a i r i n the southwest corner runs across the front of the central block, 
with a single room (with two small service rooms set off from i t by mid-nineteenth-
century partitions) behind i t . There i s one room i n each wing. 

The main parlor i s decorated with a deep, sharply molded wooden cornice (used through­
out the f i r s t f l o o r ) broken over the window heads and flush wainscoting with a 
pedestal cap. The mantel consists of slender, coupled Tuscan colonettes supporting 
recessed-panel entablature blocks and a de n t i l cornice and has a central tablet 
embellished with a large guilloche pattern i n the f r i e z e . 

In the passage i s a pedestal chair r a i l and flush plaster wainscoting. The open-
s t r i n g , L-plan s t a i r has a molded banister, two rectangular balusters to a tread and 
a square newel. 

The decoration i n the west room i s l i k e that i n the parlor except that the mantel i s 
lacking the dentils and the guilloche. In the east room a pedestal chair r a i l and 
plaster wainscoting complement a mantel consisting of recessed-panel p i l a s t e r s and 
entablature blocks, a molded shelf and a central tablet with a recessed e l l i p s e . 

Two early outbuildings survive. These include a one-story frame o f f i c e , possibly 
b u i l t £3. 1830, with a gable roof, a late nineteenth-century flue replacing the 
o r i g i n a l chimney and o r i g i n a l applied-mold flush wainscot. There i s also an o r i g i n a l 
smokehouse which i s square with a pyramidal roof and flush shiplap siding applied 
with wrought n a i l s . Near i t stood, u n t i l recently, a d a i r y , l i k e the smokehouse 
except for the sawn v e n t i l a t o r s l a t s along the eaves on the facade, but this has 
recently collapsed. The parts are intact,though, and i t could be repaired and 
reerected. 

DU 
The 60 acres being nominated are composed of mostly open land with the surrounding 
tree-covered area p a r t i a l l y creating a natural boundary. The setting i s an appro­
priate one for this handsome Palladian dwelling. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Woodburn was b u i l t ca. 1815 by John Tyler, tenth President of the United States. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y t<he house i s notable as a provincial version of the so-called 
t r i p a r t i t e "Palladian" dwelling, a house form popular i n the South during the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. A s t r i k i n g feature of Woodburn i s i t s 
austerely hatidsome i n t e r i o r woddwork. 

John Tyler was born at Greenway, the family farm nearby. By his father's w i l l of 
1811, he inherited a plantation c a l l e d Mons Sacer; however, i n 1815 Tyler and his 
brothers sold Mons Sacer, Greenway, and an additional family property known as the 
Courthouse tract. The future President then settled at Woodburn, a property composed 
of 119 acres.known as the Royster tract,purchased by him i n 1813, and 70 contiguous 
acres acquired some years before. At Woodburn Tyler erected what he described as a 
"decent and comfortable dwelling," and i t was during his residency there that he 
served as Congressman from the d i s t r i c t . 

Although Tyler repurchased and moved to Greenway i n 1821, he continued to own 
Woodburn u n t i l 1831 when he sold i t to his brother, Wat H. Tyler. Wat Tyler quickly 
sold the property to Oliver Ladd who i n turn conveyed i t to John Tyler's father-in-law, 
Robert W. Christian, a member of a prominent Charles City County family. In 1836 
i t was bought by Henry L. Jones, John Tyler's son-in-law, and Tyler himself repur­
chased Woodburn i n 1842. He sold i t that same year to Lycurgus A. Lamb, 
The Christians again bought Woodburn i n 1846 and kept i t u n t i l 1913. I t presently 
i s owned by Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Netick. Mrs. Netick i s a descendant of the buildAr, 

DU MTP 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Charles City County Deed Books. 
Charles City County Land Books. 
Chitwood, 0. P. John Tyler. New York, 1939. 
Tyler, Lyon Gardner. Letters and Times of the Tylers. Richmond, Va., 1884. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY Approximately 60 acres 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The approximately 60 acres comprising the Woodburn property 

are bounded by a line beginning at a point (A) on the west side of State Route 618 approxi­
mately 1.7 miles N of intersection of State Route 618 with State Route 5 at Boweas Store; 
then extending approximately 800 feet S along western side of State Route 618; thai running 
1000 feet W; then 200 feet S; then extending a l i t t l e over 1300 feet W; then running 

approximately 1300 feet N; then extending 1300 feet E following tree l i n e and crossing 
intermittent tributary of Gunns Run; then extending 400 feet SSE roughly following tree l i n e 
fo^p^inf^of^or?gin?^^°" °^ intermittent tributary of Gunns Run; then extending 1100 feetRE 
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NAME OF PROPERTY \\fc)OD gSt )g.Kl STATE Vlt?r^ Ikil/^ 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the infonnation indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMIHED. 

Description: 

8 statement of Significance: 

10 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data ~ Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s); 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

12 Certification: 

Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: 

Other: J,m -'M^fl^ PLAvl^ ^ (L TVl^ PU^'^E: 71 VAT IO h\ 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to k\/VJU •A.fig.HP^ET'  

on the National Register staff, telephone :Z02 - ̂  0 I 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

Chief, Branch of Registration 
Date: 

IN T 12 1 OS - 7* 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 







WOODij'J;{i\i, Charles City County, Virginia Additional Photographs page 1 of 3 

View from Northeast 

Decor.nt'lon above front entry 
Office 

Smokehouse 





V/OODBUPJ';, Charles C i t y County,' Virgin ls -Additional Photographs page 2 of 3 

East Roorn 

West Roora 



WOODBURN, Charles City County, Virginia Additional Photograph 

udi V l i , " . 

page 3 of 3 

Main Parlor Passage, showing stair in southwest corner 
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PROJECT: Oozrfbuyî ^—-
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