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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Crouches Crieek P l a n t a t i o n , P leasant Po in t 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Pleasant Point (Preferred) 

I L O C A T I O N South bank of James River on Timber Neck Creek, north side of State 

Route 637, .9 mile SE of intersection of State Routes 637 and 31, 

.9 mile south of Scotland.^J--^ t ,^ ̂ ' V 
STREET & NUMBER 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Four th (Robert W. Q A n i e l , J r . ) 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a 51 

CODE 
Sur ry 

COUNTY CODE 

181 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

^ P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

^ O C C U P I E D 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

— Y E S : RESTRICTED 

YES; UNRESTRICTED 

- N O 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL 

- E D U C A T I O N A L 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

— P A R K 

X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Curt is 

STREET & NUMBER 

Pleasant Point 

CITY. TOWN 

Surry VICINITYOF 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a 23883 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC s u r r y C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Surry 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a 23883 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
(3) (See continuation sheet #1) 

TITLE 

( I j l j H i s to r i c American Buildings Survey 

DATE 

1932, 1934, 1935 XFEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS L i b t a r y o f C o n g r e s s 

CITY. TOWN 
W a s h i n g t o n 

STATE 
D. C. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

XEXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pleasant Point s i t s on a high b l u f f on the south bank of the James River, commanding 
such a broad view of the r i v e r and of Jamestown Island d i r e c t l y opposite i t that a 
Confederate signal station (the earthworks of which survive) was b u i l t at the c l i f f ' s 
edge to take advantage of the location. Pleasant Point retains, to a remarkable 
extent, i t s eighteenth-century landscaping and complement of buildings. Approached 
along a short drive from the south (land) side, the house and i t s forecourt of out­
buildings are set atop a series of fi v e riverfront terraces, a device used at other 
contemporary V i r g i n i a r i v e r houses such as Kingsmill and Carter's Grove plantations, 
both near Pleasant Point, on the north side of the r i v e r . 

Despite some t'weiitiieth--deTittiry alterations and remodeling of the dwelling house, a 
substantial portion of the o r i g i n a l fabric i s intact:. ' I t is. a 'three-bay,, stpry-and-
a-half frame building with'brick ihds and' underpinning, the brick ends are l a i d 
i n Flemish bond with a single taking course "of glazed headers following the eaves. 
In'addition, the-rowlbck l i n t e l s 6f the second-story windows contain alternating 
glazed-headers; but the f i r s t - f l o o r window'openings have been altered and presently 
have crude f l a t - a r c h l i n t e l s . P lain i n t e r i o r chimneys with corbelled caps surmount 
each gable end. The frame walls are covered with unbeaded weatherboards, most of 
which are early, i f not o r i g i n a l . The window openings, enlarged during the restoration 
of the house, have twelve-over-twelve sash and raised-panel shutters. Three gabled 
dormers have been added to each plane of the gable roof. 

Pleasant Point has a double-pile, center-passage plan. The northern rooms with t h e i r 
end-wall fireplaces are somewhat deeper than the southern rooms, which have fireplaces 
i n t h e i r northern corners. The passage i s , o f f s e t to the west, and the present s t a i r s 
r i s e from this "northern ^nd'of i t against the western w a l l . 

The'house was "stripped df i t s i n t e r i o r s , possibly early i n the twentieth century, and 
the present woodwork, including the s t a i r , i s largely a product of the twentieth-
century' rlsi^toratioh. One o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r feature does survive i n the northwest 
room--an arched-top"butterfly" cupboard with raiaed-panel doors on_small H-hinges 

Of the four o r i g i n i a l Pleasant Point outbuildings, three remain and the fourth, a 
kitchen which burned i n the present century, has been reconstructed (as a garage) on 
i t s o r i g i n a l foundations. These are arranged i n a modified forecourt plan, with the 
kitchen/garage and laundry buildings set perpendicularly to the long axis of the 
house and aligned with i t . The dairy and smokehouse are placed north of the two 
larger outbuildings, at the edge of the f i r s t terrace. 

The laundry i s a one-story frame building clad with weatherboards and covered with 
a gable roof. I t retains i t s o r i g i n a l English-bond chimney with t i l e d weatherings, 
although the stack was blown down i n a recent storm and r e b u i l t . North of the laundry 
i s the smokehouse, a.-sqaare frane building which also has a gable roof. I t i s clad 
with weatherbb'ards, and the gables, which contain theentrances to a dovecote i n 
the roof space, are covered with flush horizontal boarding. Opposite the 
smokehouse i s the dairy, a square frame building with sawnwork g r i l l s , a plaster 
cove comice, and a pyramidal roof; 

Although no archaeological survey of Pleasant Point has yet been undertaken, i t i s 
clear that the property has considerable potential. The 650-acre Treasurer's 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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DESCRIPTION 

plantation, of which Pleasant Point i s a part, was recorded i n 1625 as having been 
the location of a paled f o r t , several houses, and a silk-making industry. 
Seventeen servants and twenty-two other persons were i n residence. I t i s not known 
how many of these buildings, i f any, were within the confines of the present Pleasant 
Point property. However, i t was also the seat of the Edwards family from the mid-
seventeenth century u n t i l the late eighteenth century, and there may be remains of 
e a r l i e r occupation there. The extent of these remains, especially i n view of the 
disturbance caused by the mid-eighteenth-century terracing, i s not certain. 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 
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—1900-
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AGRICULTURE 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 

—ART 
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—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

X.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

^.MILITARY 

—MUSIC 
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2LPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFiq DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Pleasant Point, on the south side of the James River opposite Jamestown Island, i s a 
major r e l i c of early Surry County l i f e . While the plantation was o r i g i n a l l y included• 
i n a grant to' the colony's treasurer, George Sandysj the property, i s principally,. 
associated with the Edwards family, who owned i t from the mid-'S.eventeentii to thei . i. 
l a te eighteenth century. Builti in. the second quarter of the eighteenth century,, the, 
present house, with i t s attendant forecourt of outbuildings and i t s o r i g i n a l terracing, 
presents a remarkably complete picture of plantation l i f e i n Southside V i r g i n i a , r 
less elaborate than that on the north side of the James River, but equally formal. 

Pleasant Point was f i r s t patented i n 1624 as part of a 650-acre grant to George Sandys, 
Treasurer of V i r g i n i a and the renowned translator ( i n 1622-24) of the Metamorphoses 
of Ovid and of V i r g i l ' s Aeneid. In 1625, Sandys' plantation was recorded as having 
a paled f o r t , two houses, two stores, cabins and other minor buildings, with seventeen 
servants and twenty-two other persons i n residence. 

After Sandys' return to England and his subsequent relinquishment of his grant, known 
in the seventeenth century as the Treasurer's Plantation, Pyney Point-Piantationj or 
Crouches Creek Plantation ( i t s most common eighteenth century name), the property passed 
through several owners including Captain William Powell of Chippokes. In 1657^ 490 
acres of the Treasurer's Plantationwere patented to William Edwards I I ca. 1615- ca. 1673)j 
as part of holciings i n Surry which totaled 2,290 acres at the time of his death. 
Edwards served variously as county court clerk (1653S73), clerk of the Council, 
and Burgess '(1652-53; 1657-58). His son, William I I I (d. 1698), inherited both his 
father's position as clerk of the county court (1673-98) and his plantation at 
Crouches Creek, holdings which he had increased to 4,000 acres by 1698. The next owner, 
William Edwards IV (d. 1722), was also prominent i n Surry County a f f a i r s serving as 
a Burgess and as county s h e r i f f . At his death,the plantation passed to Benjamin 
Edwards (d, 17S0), s h e r i f f of Surry County i n 1726, I t was he who undoubtedly b u i l t 
the present buildings and terraces at Pleasant Point. Although some scholars have 
guessed at a date of ca, 1700 for the structutes, and although i t has been conjectured 
that the house was b u i l t i n two stages, most recent architectural examinations have 
determined that the work i s of a piece and was probabl^y accomplished around 1735-45, 

Benjamin Edwards l e f t the plantation to his daqghtier Hannah (d. ca. 1780) ,whose 
marriage i n 1758 to Henry Browne of Four Mile Tree plantation brought,the Edwards 
tract into that family. Their son, Benjamin Edwards Browne, owned Pleasant Point u n t i l 
1819 but did not l i v e there. I t was probably during his ownership that the name 
Pleasant Point was coined; at any rate, i t appears as such on an 1827 plat map of 
the area. 

Pleasant Point passed through several owners i n the nineteenth century and served as 
the s i t e of a Confederate signal station, the earthworks of which s t i l l e x i s t , 
which was the Subject of a b r i e f skirmish i n March 1864. (See Continuation Sheet #3) 



Q M A J O R B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S (see continuation sheet #4) 
Boddie, John B, Colonial Surry, Baltimore, Maryland, 1966, 
Cabell, James Branch, "The Hunnicutts of Prince George County," William and Mary 

Quarterly, Series 1, Vol. 27, Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a . 
Kornwolf, James D, , "Surry County 1776 Bicentennial Committee Guide to Surry County, 

V i r g i n i a and the American Revolution," 1975, ms, i n V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks 
Commission f i l e s , 

Nugent, N e l l M, Cavaliers and pioneers. Baltimore, Md,, 1963, 

[QGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
12 acres ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES 

ALAII |3 1^.213.0.01 \^.nipp,^,o\ 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

C L M I [3J4_^2,2,0| |4.1|1,5|2,4.0| 

Bl J I ̂M1.5 |2 .3 ,0 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

D1A81 |3 I 4.2 I 2.3.01 | 4.1il.5(^6,0'r 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising the "Pleasant Point property i s bounqed-by a l i n e beginning at a 
point on the north side of State Route 637, s l i g h t l y ovej i6 raiie northwest of i t s 
junction with State Route 636; thence extending approximately 1,950 feet northeast i n 
a straight l i n e to the south bapk of the James River; then following the coastliiie 
along the south bank of the James River approximately 500 feet; then running 800 feet 
southwest i n a straight l i n e to intersection with State Route 637; then following, 
north side of said route to point of o r i g i n . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY C O D E -

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
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V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission Staff 
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V i r g i n i a H i s to r i c Landmarks Commission 
DATE 
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221 Governor Street 
TELEPHONE 
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Richmond 
STATE 

V i r g i n i a 23219,., 

ISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL S T A T E F L LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set fo^h bv the Natiorial Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGfjftTURE 

y|-|-LE^Junius R, Fishburne, J r . , Executive Director 
V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Conmission 

DATE SEP 17 1974 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

HEREBY CERTIFY CLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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ISTOTTtC PRESERVATION 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

A. W. Bohannon purchased Pleasant Point i n the 1930s and began the f i r s t of a series 
of restorations which continued under the tenure of his successors, Mr. and Mrs. Royal 
B. Hassrick, Pleasant Point i s presently owned by Mr, and Mrs. John R, Curtis. 
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mm OF PROPERTY }̂ jU.a.<UZL.̂ ^ P C ^ I H ^ . ^̂ Ĵ̂ U<-<l̂ a.-̂  

The attached Natlonai Register Inventory-Nomination form is being retumed to your 
office for clarification of the infonnation indicated belov* 

2. location. ^ 

3. Classification. SSJllS^SS^H ^ 

h. Owner of Property. ^ ^ / " C ^ ^ 

5. location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

y 7. Description. "/^/.^ irtption. -Kt^^AA^ IM^lU^. ^^i'u.^y^r^j>:?:jLJJo^ 

8. Statement of Significance. H/^se. ^./^>4A.<^^^ VAP. sd^^/AiCA^r.^. ̂  

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitvide and Latitude Coordinates. 

b. Acreage 

11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Haotographic Coverage. 

_Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an identified system of coordinates, 
preferably an original US(JS, vhich allows us to check latitude-longitude. 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the Kationsil Register 
criteria in full, 

Ihank you for your attention to the above items checked, "TtLA^ti^y 

SIGNED: {^j/y^.A.y'.^'^^^^^^h^^ 
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MEMBERS 

F R E D E R I C K H E R M A N , C H A l R M A N 
E L B E R T C O X . V I C E C H A I R M A N 
A . S M I T H B O W M A N 
M R S . W I L L I A M D. B U N D Y , JR 
D A V I D A . H A R R I S O N . I l l 
D O N A L D H A Y N E S 
F R E D E R I C K D N I C H O L S 
J A M E S R, S H O R T 
M A R V I N M . S U T H E R L A N D 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

July 2, 1976 

J U N I U S R, F I S H B U R N E , J R , 
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

221 G O V E R N O R S T R E E T 
R I C H M O N D . V I R G I N I A 23219 

T E L E P H O N E 78B 3143 

Dr. William J, Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
I8th and C Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D, C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: RE: Pleasant Point, Stirry County 

Enclosed i s the report on Pleasant Point i n Svirry County, which 
has been revised i n accordance with suggestions made by your 
staff and i s being submitted i n nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places, We would appreciate the imnrediate 
consideration of this report, as the property i s being threatened _ 
by potest.•]7 Ho-irai^pmpnt in tb^ area and the possible construction 
of a James River bridge. Thank you very much -

Sincerely yours, 

Corrine S, Pellegrin ^ 
Registrar 
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