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The Old Middlesex County Courthouse is located amidst commercial properties on the 
main street (Virginia Street) of the old Colonial seaport town of Urbanna, The 
building is set o f f from i t s neighbors by being the only structure of character and 
antiquity i n the immediate v i c i n i t y . I t s setting i s enhanced by a shallow front 
yard planted with English boxwood and dogwoods. The grounds, including a small 
grassy yard to the west, are enclosed by a low, brick wall erected i n this century. 

The o r i g i n a l eighteenth-century portions of the former courthouse include only the 
brick walls. Their outside dimensions are approximately 75 feet by 27 feet. Much 
patched and repaired, the bonding of the walls is barely discernible. The main 
parts, however, are i n Flemish bond; the area below the beveled water table appears 
to be English bond. The brickwork may have employed a glazing pattern, but many 
layers of paint and some stuccoing make thi s impossible to determine. The sizes 
and shapes of the o r i g i n a l openings are likewise d i f f i c u l t to determine, for a l l of 
the openings have been altered into pointed, Gothic-style windows or doors with 
intersecting tracery i n the upper portions. The o r i g i n a l arrangement of the openings 
probably consisted of three windows on each side with an entrance i n the west end. 
There seems to have been some s h i f t i n g of windows on the south side to accommodate 
an additional window near the west corner, for this window does not appear i n an 
early photograph. Additions to the building ( a l l ca. 1910) include a gabled entrance 
vestibule at the west corner of the north side and a matching projection at the 
east corner of the same side. A similar projection is at the east corner of the 
south side, A rectangular apse has been added to the east end. 

The building is currently covered by a steeply pitched gable roof sheathed i n slate. 
The o r i g i n a l roof was probably gabled with a similar p i t c h , , The present roof is 
supported on,a ;^eriep.of exposed, hammer-beam-like trusses, suggesting that no 
o r i g i n a l timbers survive. An old photograph shows the building as i t appeared 
prior to, the .lps,t,,^dclitionis, with ^scrolled Gothic Revival bargeboardis and'pinnacTe-s 
at the gable ends. 

The i n t e r i o r of the main part of the building is one large room except for the 
westernmost bay which has been partitioned o f f from the rest. The i n t e r i o r of the 
aspe is treated as a large niche ornamented with a somewhat primitive painting of 
the Magi, executed i n 1911 by Anne Fletcher of Richmond, The remaining walls are 
plain plaster with a si^iple chair r a i l and baseboard. None of the i n t e r i o r t r i m 
appears to date e a r l i e r than the early twentieth century. The f l o o r is pine boards; 
underneath is only a crawl space. No indication of the o r i g i n a l arrangement of the 
i n t e r i o r is evident. 

The building i s kept i n a generally good state of repair. I t is used regularly for 
local a c t i v i t i e s and meetings, 
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Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED AUG 2 1978 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTINU ATION SHEET #1 ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Vir g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission Survey 
1970, 1975 State 
Vi r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a 23219 

GPO 892 455 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

1600-1699 

- X l 700-1799 

—1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

J£ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

X.MILITARY, 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

X-RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Old Middlesex County Coiirthouse.survives as one of Virginia's eleven Colonial 
courthouses, one of an outstanding c o l l e c t i o n of pre-Revolutionary c i v i c architecture 
unmatched i n quantity by any other state. Although the building has been much 
changed during i t s two centuries of existence, and only i t s patched walls are 
o r i g i n a l , i t remains the pri n c i p a l h i s t o r i c a l focal point of the old seaport v i l l a g e 
of Urbanna. Many important aspects of county and state history are reflected i n 
the various uses to which the building has been put.' 

Middlesex County, located i n the heart of Virginia's Tidewater region, between the 
Rappahannock and Piankatank Rivers, was formed from Lancaster County about 1669. 
The court o r i g i n a l l y met at what i s now the settlement of Stormont, but i n 1685 i t 
was ordered that a courthouse be erected i n the newly established v i l l a g e of Urbanna, 
the pjjrt of entry for the county. However, because there was no bridge or f e r r y 
across the adjacent creek, residents of the lower part of the county complained that 
the proposed location would be an inconvenient one. The matter was not resolved for 
some s i x t y years u n t i l a f e r r y could be established, and even then there were 
complaints about the t o l l s . 

Construction of the courthouse was f i n a l l y begun'-in 1745. The ordeir for building 
the courthouse was probably recorded the previous year, but unfortunately, the order 
bdoks covering that year have been. l o s t . O f f i c i a l approval for the new'building' 
and i t s l o c a t i o n was granted somewhat b e l a t e d l y (probably a f t e r the b u i l d i n g was 
finished) by the Governor's Council on A p r i l 24, 1746. An entry i n the Executive 
Journal for that day records: " I t i s ordered that the Courthouse of the County 
aforesaid be removed to Urbanna according to the Prayer of the said P e t i t i o n . " The 
county, by January 1745, had already made payment to one John Rodes, Jr., for his 
care of the courthouse. 

The routine business of the' county was conducted i n the courthouse for the next 
hundred years. Major events taking place there include a 1771 t r i a l of six Baptist 
ministers for preaching without a license. The four who were convicted continued to 
preach from t h e i r j a i l windows for the f o r t y - s i x days of t h e i r imprisonment. On the 
eve of the Revolution, i n 1774, freeholders met at the courthouse-and issued resolu­
tions against taxation without representation. During the war i t s e l f the local 
Committee of Safety met i n the building to t r y members of the local gentry for 
suspected l o y a l t y to the Crown. 

Even after Urbanna had served the county for nearly a century there were those who 
f e l t the courthouse should be located elsewhere. F i n a l l y , i n 1847, the Middlesex 
justices voted against funding further repairs to the building and decided to move the 
county seat to the more accessible settlement of Saluda. A new courthouse was 
completed i n 1852, and the old courthouse was sold at auction that same year to 

* See Continuation Sheet #2 
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8, SIGNIFICANCE 

Captain John Bailey for $600,00. Bailey had the building renovated into an 
interdenominational chapel, r e s t y l i n g i t s architecture i n the Gothic taste. 

During the War between the States, the building was used for a time as barracks for 
Confederate troops. I t was shelled by Union gunboats, but l i t t l e damage resulted. 
After the war i t continued as a union chapel u n t i l 1896 when i t was sold. I t changed 
hands several times u n t i l 1907 when i t was acquired by Christ Church Parish of 
Middlesex, Dedicated as an Episcopal chapel known as Epiphany i n 1920, i t served 
i n that capacity u n t i l 1948 when improved travel conditions made the chapel no 
longer necessary. I t was i n that year that the building was deconsecrated and 
deeded to the Middlesex County Woman's Club, I t remains the club's headquarters 
and serves as the scene of various community and private functions, 
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