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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—GOOD —RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

From 1926 until 1936, the year of his death, Mitchell resided here
at Boxwood, a graclous estate situated on the outskirts of Middleburg,
Va., an historic town noted for its fine horses, grand estates, and fox
hunts. William Swart built the main section of the spacious, 2 1/2-story,
fieldstone Mitchell House in 1826, and afterward the estate passed
through the hands of various owners. 1In 1925 Gen. Mitchell's second wife,
Elizabeth, purchased the estate from Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Sayres and
added the present southwest wing. According to biographer Isaac Don
Levine, from here Mitchell continued his fight for air power, writing
several books and numerous magazine and newspaper articles.? He also
took part in fox hunts with neighbors, rode in horse shows, and sold well-
trained hunting dogs. It was while living at Boxwood that Mitchell con-
tracted pneumonia just before his death in February 1936.

After Elizabeth Mitchell remarried, she and her second husband,
Thomas B. Byrd, sold Boxwood to Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Greer in 1943.
They in turn sold the estate to Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr., the
current owners. In excellent condition, the estate house has not been
significantly altered since the Mitchell's occupancy. There are no other
extant Mitchell residences, aside from quarters that he may have occupied
briefly on various military bases, and in any case he resided here longer
than at any other address. Boxwood straddles the border between Loudoun
and Fauquier Counties, with the main house, all the outbuildings, and most
of the approximately 120 acres lying in the latter political division.
Gently sloping, terraced, and attractively landscaped lawns, as well as
trees and shrubs of boxwood, surround the estate residence. A low wall of
uncoursed fieldstone partially encircles it, and a maroon-painted board
fence surrounds the entire farm.

L-shaped in its overall plan, the southeast-facing Mitchell House
is comprised of at least three sections: the original 2 1/2-story central
block, a 2 1/2-story southwest wing added by the Mitchells in 1925, and
a 2 1/2-story northeast wing and ell with above-ground basement added
sometime before the Mitchells bought the farm. Irregularity in the base-
ment construction results from the sloping terrain upon which the struc-
ture stands. Thick vines of boxwood cling to the house's exterior walls,
which are of uncoursed fieldstone with the exception of the rear wing's
mortar-covered end wall. White-painted woodwork around windows, doors,
and porches attractively contrasts with the tawny-colored stone walls.
Covering the 1826 portion of the structure is a bellcast, gabled, wood-
shingled roof that swoops down to shelter the one-story front porch.
Elsewhere the shingled roof is gabled but not bellcast. Bordering the
roofline 1s a plain, white-painted wooden, box cornice. A fileldstone

9
Levine, Mitchell, 381-382.
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chimney rises above each end of the 1826 block; a similar interior end
chimney rises from the roof of the left wing; and another 1s located
over the rear ell.

An assortment of porches and galleries embellish the facades of
the Mitchell House. Extending across the front facade of the three-bay-
wide central block is a one-story, raised porch supported by four white-
painted wooden posts and two pilasters. Reached from the immediate yard
by a short flight of gray-painted wooden steps, the porch has a gray-
painted wooden floor and a white-painted wooden balustrade. The porch
is also accessible from the left side by a brick walk leading from a
circular, patterned brick terrace that displays in its center an old,
imbedded millstone. Recessed into the front facade of the left wing 1is
a second-story, wrought-iron-ralled gallery that extends across two of the
wing's three bays. A similar gallery enhances the second-story level of
the right wing's four-bay-wide front facade. A one-story, three-bay-wide,
brick-floored porch--consisting of four white-painted wooden posts sup-
porting a shed roof--extends across the rear facade of the central block.
Sheltering the basement entrance located in the structure's north facade
is a small, one-story, one-bay-wide porch featuring white-painted wooden
posts and pilasters that bear a shed roof.

Windows display a wide variety of designs, but almost all are
rectangular, have white-painted wooden frames and sills, and are pro-
tected by storm windows. Many windows are capped by a flat arch of ra-
diating, fieldstone voussoirs. Two double, 10-light, casement windows
with white-painted, wooden, louvered shutters flank the front door,
which is located in the middle bay of the central block's front facade.
Similar windows flank the rear door, which is situated in the center
bay of the main block's rear facade.. In the front facade of the south-
western wing there is a large, first-story window opening comprised of
four 10-l1light casement windows topped by an 8-light transom. On the
first-story level of the northeast side of the right wing there 1is a
tripartite opening consisting of two double casement windows flanking
a 25-1light central window. Another tripartite, second-story window
opening--located in the rear facade of the right wing--has two four-
over-four sash windows flanking an eight-over-eight sash central window.
Six shed-roofed dormers, each having three 16-light casement windows,
project from the roof of the Mitchell House. Three of these dormers
decorate the front slope of the roof and three project from the rear
slope. The remainder of the windows are, for the most part, either
double casement windows or sash windows containing either four-over-four
lights or six-over-six lights.
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Front entrance to the Mitchell House is a paneled, white-painted
wooden single door graced by a fanlight and recessed within a semicir-
cularly-arched, white-painted, wooden architrave that is crowned by an
arch of radiating fieldstone voussoirs. On the opposite facade of the
central block, a similar, fanlighted door provides rear entry to the
house. Also in the rear facade are a paneled-and-lighted single door
and two sets of French double doors flanked by casement windows. All
3 rear entries lead out to brick terraces that adorn the rear lawn.
The northeast side entrance to the basement is through a paneled-and-
lighted single door. A similar entry under the front porch leads into
the house's full basement.

The front door opens into a large foyer that occupies the first
floor of the central block. Architectural features and furnishings of
the foyer are indicative of the decoration exhibited in many rooms
throughout the house: polished oak flooring enhanced by oriental carpets;
white-painted plaster ceilings with denticulated cornices; painted plas-
ter walls with wooden wainscoting and baseboards; and handsome oil
paintings depicting horses and riding scenes. Along the right wall of
the foyer a two-flight, open-well, open-string staircase with ornamental
white-painted wooden brackets, white-painted wooden balusters, and an
oak railing rises to connect with the upstairs hall. An enclosed stair-
way near the center of the right wing provides additional passage between
the stories. Against the left wall of the foyer 1s a fireplace that
displays a white-painted wooden, shouldered architrave. Adjacent to the
fireplace a paneled wooden door flanked by pilasters bearing an entabla-
ture leads into the drawing room that occuples the left wing added by the
Mitchells in 1925. Here, four, white-palnted, denticulated wooden beams
traverse the celling. Against the left end wall is a fireplace with an
authentic early American, pine mantel, which the Mitchells installed.

In the drawing room's rear wall is a set of French double doors flanked
by casement windows.

From the right wall of the foyer a single door leads into the
dining room, which also has in its rear wall a set of French double
doors flanked by casement windows. Entered from the right wall of the
dining room is a combination kitchen-and-pantry and a back stairway.
A second door in the dining room's right wall leads to a corridor that
runs almost the entire length of the rear ell's left wall. Doors opening
from the right side of the corridor provide access to a library and a
bathroom. At the far end of the corridor is a bedroom.

Upstairs, a combination hall-and-sitting room occupies the second
floor of the central block. From this hall an enclosed stairway ascends

\lo
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to the attic, now used for storage. Also from the hall, a corridor leads
into the 1926 left wing and gives access to a bedroom, a dressing room,
a bathroom, and the Mitchell master bedroom and adjacent dressing room.
The sleeping room features another fireplace with authentic, pine, early
American mantel. In the bedroom's front wall, two 18-light French doors
open onto the wing's second-floor gallery. Like the left wing, the
right is also accessible from the central upstairs hall via a corridor.
The wing contains two bedrooms. As with the left wing, two French doors
lead from the front room onto the gallery. Several servants' rooms
occupy the second floor of the rear ell and are accessible from the wing
area by a long corridor.

Outbuildings. All outbuildings on the approximately 120-acre Boxwood
estate are Included in the nomination. Except for a small, rectangular-
shaped, gable-roofed, white-painted, frame library-study erected by the
present owners immediately rear of the main house's left wing, all out-
buildings have fieldstone fourdations, yellow stuccoed walls, black-
painted trim, and gable roofs (except the greenhouse, which has a hip
roof). These structures include: a 1 1/2-story caretaker's house
situated south of the estate house near the front drive; a large L-shaped
stable at the north end of the cluster of farm buildings; a 2 1/2-story
guesthouse immediately south of the stable; a small one-story barn
positioned at the extreme western edge of the cluster; and a small green-
house, a wellhouse, and a butler's cottage situated between the estate
house and the guesthouse. Other than the library-study, the butler's
cottage is the only one of these buildings added since the Mitchell
occupancy. The whole 1s surrounded by a maroon-painted board fence.

Boundary Justification. The boundary includes the original Mitchell
estate of approximately 120 acres (mostly pasture), the main house, and
all the present outbuildings, all but two of which were extant during
the Mitchell occupancy. The whole 1s surrounded by a maroon-painted
board fence.

Boundary Description. As indicated in red on the accompanying maps

[(1) U.S.G.S. 7.5' Series, Virginia, Middleburg Quad., 1968, and (2) AASLH
Sketch Map, March 1976], a line beginning at the intersection of Va. 705
and Va. 626 and running north-northeast approximately 3,100 feet along

the left right-of-way of Va. 626 to a point indicated by a major exten-
sion of the estate's board fence toward the west; thence west-northwest
about 1,700 feet along the maroon-painted board fence that marks the
northern border of the estate to an unnumbered road that extends south-
ward from U.S. 50; thence southward about 2,000 feet along the left edge
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of this curving, unnumbered road to a point on the estate fence-line
immediately southeast of a residence that sits near the end of the road;
thence continuing south-southwest along the estate's board fence about
1,450 feet to an unmarked point where the fence turns left at a right
angle in a grove of trees; thence southeastward about 1,750 feet along
the fence to the starting point.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As the United States' first great air war strategist, Gen.
William "Billy" Mitchell, according to biographer Alfred F. Hurley,
was "the dominant figure in American aviation from 1919 until his
court-martial in 1925 and his subsequent resignation from the United
States Army in 1926."1 Moreover, as Hurley also notes, "when Mitchell
is considered in terms of his ideas, he emerges as one of the signi-
ficant figures of the years between World Wars I and II."2 He fore-
saw the direction of aviation development and its role in World War II
and subsequent military policy; he took the lead in preparing the
American people to accept the role of aeronautics in the Nation's
military and diplomatic policies; and he was an important agent in the
growth of U.S. naval aviation and one of the founding fathers of the

U.S. Air Force.

Among other things, Mitchell recognized the leading role that
strategic bombardment was to play in the future, and he predicted
that its principal value would lie ultimately in hitting the enemy's

nerve centers at the very beginning of a war.

He understood that

the airplane would replace the battleship as the Nation's first line
of defense, and he foresaw the likelihood of a Japanese surprise at-

tack on Pearl Harbor 17 years before it occurred.

Significantly, his

impact on American military aviation did not end with his court-martial

in 1925,

Through numerous publications and public speeches, he con-

tinued to promote his ideas until his death in 1936.

From 1926 until 1936, the year of his death, Mitchell resided
here at Boxwood, an approximately 120-acre estate that includes a spa-
cious, well-maintained, 2 1/2-story fieldstone dwelling and several

outbuildings.

but subsequent owners have made no significant alterations.

The Mitchells added a wing to the 100-year-old house,

There

are no other extant Mitchell residences, aside from quarters that he
may have occupied briefly on various military bases, and in any case,

1

Alfred F. Hurley, Billy Mitchell: Crusader for Air Power (New

York, 1964), ix.
2
Ibid., x.
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he resided here longer than at any other address. Because he wrote
many of his works on air power here and because his leisure activities
here were reminiscent of his youth, Boxwood is a most appropriate
property for a NHL honoring Mitchell.

Biography

"Billy" Mitchell was born December 29, 1879, in Nice, France,
where his parents John and Harriet Mitchell were temporarily residing.
His grandfather Alexander Mitchell was a Scottish immigrant turned
millionaire-banker and was active in Democratic politics. Mitchell's
father was a philanthropist who eventually became a U.S. Senator from
Wisconsin. When William Mitchell was 3, his family moved from France
back to "Meadowmere," their estate near Milwaukee, where John Mitchell
began raising horses. Here young William developed his lifelong love
for horsemanship and hunting. He received a broad liberal education
both at home and in school. He attended a private school in Milwaukee
then spent 6 years at Racine College, a Wisconsin prep school. When
John Mitchell was elected to the Senate William transferred to the
Columbian Preparatory School in Washington, D.C., and in 1895 he
entered the college division of that school, which is now George
Washington University.

When war broke out with Spain in 1898, 18-year-old Mitchell left
college to enlist as a private in a Wisconsin volunteer regiment and
within 3 weeks he became a 2d lieutenant in a Florida-based Volunteer
Signal Corps. In 1899 his regiment served with the army of occupation
in Cuba and he was transferred that autumn to the Philippines, where
the native population was resisting U.S. annexation. Mitchell served
in the struggle against rebel leader Emilio Aguinaldo, won distinction
as a signal officer with Gen. Arthur MacArthur's division, and was
appointed 1st lieutenant in the Signal Corps in 1901. Mitchell's
next assignment was in Alaska, where he helped establish a telegraphic
communications system. Upon his return to the States, he became, at
age 24, the youngest captain in the Army.

In 1903 Mitchell met and married Caroline Stoddard, the daughtér
of wealthy family friends from Rochester, N.Y. Shortly thereafter he
received an assignment at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., where he served
as commander of the Signal Company attached to the post. It was at
this time that he developed a keen interest in aviation. Mitchell
began experimenting with communications devices such as the kite bal-
loon, and came in contact with the progress being made on dirigibles.
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After leavenworth, Mitchell spent 2 years in the Philippines preparing
reconnaissance reports of Japanese activities on neighboring islands.
His dispatches reflected his prescient belief that war with Japan was
inevitable and that the Philippines were consequently in great danger.

In March 1912 Mitchell's experience coupled with his engaging
personality and family influence earned him the distinction of be-
coming the youngest officer selected to serve on the Army's General
Staff in Washington. At that time he was aware of the great progress
being made in aeronautics overseas, but he still considered aviation
essentially a reconnaissance device--just another element of the Sig-
nal Corps. He even asserted that creation of a separate branch for
aviation would retard its development as a method of reconnaissance.
Thus, when some members of the Signal Corps Aeronautical Division
claimed they could make better progress through a separate organiza-
tion, Mitchell supported the 1914 Congressional decision to leave
aeronautics in the Signal Corps.

That year, however, World War I broke out in Europe and Mitchell
utilized the opportunity to study the new technical and mechanized
methods of warfare. After reading intelligence reports from Europe,
he became convinced that aviation had vast military potentialities,
and when he finished his General Staff assignment in 1916 he entered
the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps. Quickly promoted to the
rank of major, he began in earnest the task of building up Army avia-
tion, stating that airplanes would be useful for offensive action
against enemy submarines and ships as well as for reconnaissance.
Says historian Carroll V. Glines, Mitchell "had suddenly become the
chief [U.S.] exponent of air power and the accepted spokesman for the
Aviation Service."3 Since one of his goals was to accelerate the
training of good pilots, Mitchell himself began pilot training in 1916
at the Curtiss Aviation School in Newport News, Va., and soon became
an excellent pilot.

In March 1917 Mitchell was sent to Europe as an aeronautical
observer, and 2 weeks after his arrival in Paris the United States de-
clared war on Germany. Eagerly, though with little authority, Mitchell
set up an unofficial aviation office and began to make plans for de-
veloping an American expeditionary air force. At the front he studied

3
Carroll V. Glines, Jr., The Compact History of the United States

Air Force (New York, 1963), 107.
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the Allied units, perceiving the markedly changing role of aviation
and especially the rapid evolution of the fighter plane. Through
further flight training at Le Bourget Airport near Paris, Mitchell
received from French airmen his first lessons in a theory of aerial
warfare that went far beyond mere reconnaissance. Air power was
used to seek out the enemy wherever he could be found. Also in
France Mitchell met Gen. Hugh Trenchard, the commander of the British
Royal Flying Corps who was recognized as Europe's leading pioneer
of strategic aviation. Trenchard's thesis, briefly, was that air
power could and should be used offensively and would one day become
much more crucial than sea power in military strategy. This notion
had a profound influence on Mitchell's own thinking.

In 1917 Mitchell played a leading role in launching the huge
World War I American aircraft production program. He presented a de-
tailed plan to French Premier Alexander Ribot proposing the creation
of an American air force to assist the allies. Impressed with
Mitchell's data, Ribot cabled President Wilson, suggesting the devel-
opment of a large aviation program. This "Ribot Cable" served as the
basis for a $640 million aircraft production program in the United
States. In executing the program, however, the authorities in
Washington still clung to the old ideas about air power, giving a
much greater priority to reconnaissance aircraft than either Mitchell or
the French had intended.

When Gen. John J. Pershing arrived in Paris with his American
Expeditionary Forces staff in June 1917, Mitchell, recently promoted
to lieutenant colonel, was the senior flyer in France. Accordingly,
Pershing named him aviation officer of the AEF. In this capacity
Mitchell constantly reminded General Pershing of the urgent necessity
for more "strategic" aviation. Pershing proposed Mitchell's ideas to
a board of officers, which included Mitchell himself, and requested
from them a complete aviation project for the U.S. Army in France.
Thus, largely at Mitchell's urging Pershing created the Air Service of
the AEF as early as June 1917; but a full year passed before President
Wilson ordered the complete separation of the Alr Service from the
Signal Corps. That autumn Mitchell's career continued its rapid ad-
vance with his promotion to full colonel and subsequently to commander
of the Air Service. By spring 1918 the first U.S.-trained airplane
squadrons were arriving at the front. With Mitchell directing aerial
combat, the Air Service of the AEF compiled an impressive record.
Mitchell himself earned distinction as the first American Army aviator
to cross enemy lines and the first to be decorated.
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Mitchell's ideas were twice put to the test in the autumn of 1918
during the AEF's two major battles of the war--St. Mihiel and the Meuse-
Argonne. St. Mihiel saw the war's greatest air effort and its largest
concentration of aircraft. Acting as coordinator of the aerial effort,
Mitchell used 1,481 planes to successfully gain air superiority over
the German air forces. In the Meuse-Argonne campaign Mitchell amassed
a large force of French and American planes and struck behind enemy
lines, effectively disrupting a German counterattack. Afterward Mitchell
handed General Pershing a bold plan for the large-scale strategic bom-
bardment of Germany, but the Armistice came before the idea could be
tried out. Nevertheless, Mitchell's experiences and successes during
World War I became the basis for his views on the organization of tacti-
cal or strategic aviation, and at the same time his colorful personality
g?d brilliant wartime record brought him personal popularity and pres-

ge.

Upon his return to the United States in 1919 Mitchell was named
Assistant Chief of the Air Service. He now determined to change tradi-
tional American military policy by conveying his vision for aviation's
future to his fellow officers and to civilian officials as well. He
realized that technology had shattered the old framework of American
military policy, and he was convinced that America could no longer rely
on geographic isolation for defense. Accordingly he advocated a nation-
al defense structure overhaul that would place aeronautics on an equal
basis with the Army and Navy. Indeed, the major theme of his aviation
program was that aerial warfare now ranked with naval and ground warfare
in importance.

In Washington, however, the attitude towards air power was one of
indifference or derision, and in the interval between world wars
Mitchell's theories became snarled in controversy and technical 4diffi-
culties. By the advent of President Warren G. Harding, the Air Service
that Mitchell had helped to build was rapidly disintegrating. According
to biographer Isaac Don Levine, the struggle for air power was waged
against a background of the post-war retreat to normalcy, financial re-
trenchment, disarmament, wishful pacifism, and indifference. In one
camp were the visionary political leaders, progressive industrialists,
and prophetic airmen; in the other camp were skeptical officeholders
and the entrenched bureaucracy of conservatives in the Army and Navy y
Departments who could not endure the prospect of a new, rival service.

]
Isaac Don Levine, Mitchell: Pioneer of Air Power (New York, 1943),
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Army and Navy leaders built an impressive case against Mitchell's ideas,
contending that aviation was incapable of deciding the outcome of a war.
Against these odds Mitchell continued to expound his belief that future
military operations on land and sea could not proceed without an effec-
tive air force operating independently of the Army and Navy.

At the same time that Mitchell was spreading his aerial doctrine,
he was also the main Air Service force for continued technical achieve-
ment. He strove to equip the service with new bombers and dirigibles,
and he initiated development of the first airways system in the United
States. According to biographer Hurley, Mitchell was neither a scientist
nor an aeronautical engineer; rather he was the very embodiment of the
tactical user of the engineer's product. As a result of his broad con-
tact with technical developments, Mitchell's ideas and "predictions on
aviation's future had a technical soundness which took him out of the
class of a mere commentator on aeronautics."S

Despite all his efforts, by 1921 it was apparent to Mitchell that
he had lost his campaign within the Government to convince military and
civilian officials that his ideas were truly sound. The aviation indus-
try was nearly at a standstill, and Mitchell's own finances were in
danger of depletion. Mitchell clearly needed new tactics for forcing
America to "wake up" and see the urgent necessity for development of air
power, so he turned to the public and began advocating the cause of avia-
tion in speeches, magazine and newspaper articles; he testified in congres-
sional and executive hearings on aviationj and he publicized his and his
airmen's flying stunts. In the midst of this publicity campaign,
Mitchell began to emphasize the contribution that he felt aviation could
make to U.S. defense rather than to offensive military operations. This
emphasis was in part a response to the isolationist and pacifist trend
of the time. 1In playing up the airplane's future role in national defense
Mitchell challenged the traditional role of the Navy, and when he pro-
claimed that the airplane had made the battleship obsolete, he sparked
one of the most bitter controversies in the history of American military
affairs.

Insisting that a failure in aerial defense would mean attacks on
major U.S. cities, Mitchell now petitioned the Government for permission
to hold an Air Service-sponsored bombing test. His efforts were rewarded
in the outcome of such experiments in 1921. In widely publicized tests
off the Virginia coast, Mitchell's bombers sank the captured ex-German
battleship Ostfriesland within 21 minutes, then repeated the feat with the

SHurley, Billy Mitchell, 54,

1o



Form No. 10-300a

Rev. 10-74)
| ’ 7UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET Mitchell House ITEM NUMBER 8 paGe six

obsolete American battleship Alabama. Mitchell had successfully demon-
strated that the airplane was a weapon capable of effectively carrying
war to the heart of the enemy over both land and sea. These accomplish-
ments brought Mitchell worldwide attention and continue to rank, says
historian Glineg, as "one of the milestones in this country's struggle
for air power."

Mitchell's views now enjoyed wider acceptance, but still they were
Jealously challenged by Navy and War Department factions that clamored
for Secretary of War John W. Weeks to remove Mitchell from his post as
Assistant Chief of the Air Service. Disillusioned by his failure to
influence legislation favorable to his program, Mitchell grew more vo-
ciferous in his criticism of opponents. Weeks remained unwilling to
remove the general from his post, but Mitchell's immediate supervisor,
Gen. Mason Patrick, found it increasingly difficult to temper Mitchell's
impatience and to shelter him from discipline and reprimands from above.
Then, just at the height of the Ostfriesland success, Mitchell's marriage
of 16 years collapsed, resulting in a separation from his wife Caroline
and their three children. Because personal problems and the strain of
duty in Washington were beginning to exhaust Mitchell and because Patrick
wanted to keep the aviator out of further difficulty in the Capital,
Mitchell was sent on tours of inspection to Europe (1921-22) and the
Pacific €1923-2L4).

During these years Mitchell both strengthened his own convictions
about aviation's potentialities and made significant contributions to
the tactical and doctrinal growth of the Air Service. After studying
European aeronautical progress Mitchell returned to the United States and
in 1923 wrote a manual on bombardment to be distributed privately within
the Air Service. The manual described how to carry out a total war in
the air. Noting the devastating'"moral effect"that direct aerial attacks
would have on major cities, Mitchell prophetically suggested that this
type of warfare might actually shorten the duration of future wars.

Divorced from his first wife in 1922, Mitchell married Michigan
socialite Elizabeth Trumbull in October 1923. Shortly afterward, he
departed for the Pacific to study America's defense system in that region.
He found the network inadequate, especlally as far as Japan was concerned.
In the report that he filed upon his return, Mitchell concluded that a
war between the United States and Japan was inevitable and that the
Pacific Islands would be crucial Japanese objectives because of their

6
Glines, Compact History of the United States Air Force, 114,
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value as strategic air bases. Large-scale reinforcement of the Air
Service in the Hawaiian Islands was Mitchell's chief hope for protection
of the area. Significantly, Mitchell made these predictions 17 years
prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

Back in Washington by 1924, Mitchell again sought official acceptance
for his views. This time his publicity campaign resulted in the end of
his military career. Although Secretary of War Weeks had previously or-
dered Mitchell to submit for War Department clearance any article he was
writing for publication, Mitchell sidestepped the order and sent to
various popular magazines a series of articles stressing the value of
strategic bombardment and air power. And in 1925, testifying before the
Julian Lampert Committee appointed by Congress to investigate the aviation
industry, Mitchell attacked the War and Navy Departments for "muzzling"
the airmen. As a result, Weeks refused to reappoint Mitchell when his term
as Assistant Chief of the Air Service expired in April 1925. Instead,
Weeks demoted him.to his permanent rank of colonel and transferred him to
a minor assignment at Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

In Texas Mitchell continued his publicity campaign by writing his
polemic book Winged Defense. 1In it he struck at the conservatism of those
in the Government and the military who opposed a stronger air arm. Then
in September 1925, two aviation disasters shocked the Nation. First a
Navy seaplane en route to Hawaii disappeared in the Pacific. Then the
Navy dirigible Shenandoah crashed over Ohio. On September 5, 1925,
Mitchell released to the press a nine-page statement in which he vehement-
ly blamed the two tragedies on "the incompetency, criminal negligence,
and almost treasonable administration of the National Defense by the Navy
and War Departments."7 Within two weeks Mitchell was summoned to Washing-
ton to appear before a court-martial.

Before that got underway, however, Coolidge acted to allay public
criticism of the administration by appointing a board to investigate
Mitchell's assertions and to consider ways to develop aeronautics for the
public good. Headed by statesman Dwight Morrow and consisting of eminent
civilians and retired military leaders, the board recommended patient
study of all phases of aviation; designation of assistant secretaries of
War, Navy, and Commerce for air; establishment of a Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion; and renaming the "Air Service" the "Air Corps" to give it more
prestige. These recommendations proved helpful both to the administration
and to Mitchell's wishes for American air development. In fact, the
Morrow report led to a series of actions that added up to the United
States' "first broad aeronautical policy." But the directive also de-

7
Quoted in Hurley, Billy Mitchell, 101,
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clared a department of national defense unnecessary.

Meanwhile, with assistance from the press, Mitchell built his trial
into a sensation and attempted to exploit 1t as a sounding board for his
ideas. Nevertheless, at the conclusion of the court-martial, which lasted
from October 25 to December 17, his superiors found him guilty and
sentenced him to a 5-year suspension from duty without pay. Seeing no
other recourse, Mitchell resigned from the Army on February 1, 1926.
Retiring to Boxwood, his estate in northern Virginia, Mitchell estab-
lished himself as a gentleman farmer and horse breeder. But he continued
to wage his battle for air power by issuing a stream of provocative maga-
zine and newspaper articles and by lecturing to public and private
audiences. The constant theme of these articles and lectures was, as
always, the need for more air power and the creation of a Department of
Defense with coequal standing for the Nation's land, sea, and air forces.
He also warned direly about German militarism and Japanese imperialism.
According to historian Hurley, "the chief effect of Mitchell's [post-
court-martial] work may well have been, in the long run, to begin the
preparation of the millions of Americans who read his articles [or heard
him speak] to accept both a potential relationship between foreign policy
and air power, as well as a kind of garfare such as they had never known
nor would have countenanced before."

When Franklin D. Roosevelt assumed the Presidency in 1933, Mitchell
hoped that the new administration would take a more favorable attitude
toward his views, particularly in regard to a Department of National
Defense. But this was not to be. The Roosevelt administration neglected
to carry out the revitalization of national defense policy that Mitchell
had forfeited his career in advocating, Nevertheless, time would prove
Mitchell right. On September 18, 1947, the U.S. Air Force was established
as a separate service on an equal plane with the Army and the Navy. Then
in 1949 the Army, Navy, and Air Force were unified under a single Depart-
ment of Defense.

In January 1936 Mitchell became 111 with influenza complicated by
heart trouble. In February he was flown from Boxwood to a New York hos-
pital, where he died of a coronary occlusion on February 17, 1936.

)
Hurley, Billy Mitchell, 124,
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From 1926 until 1936, the year of his death, Mitchell resided here
at Boxwood, a graclous estate situated on the outskirts of Middleburg,
Va., an historic town noted for its fine horses, grand estates, and fox
hunts. William Swart built the main section of the spacious, 2 1/2-story,
fieldstone Mitchell House in 1826, and afterward the estate passed
through the hands of various owners. In 1925 Gen. Mitchell's second wife,
Elizabeth, purchased the estate from Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Sayres and
added the present southwest wing. According to bilographer Isaac Don
Levine, from here Mitchell continued his fight for air power, writing
several books and numerous magazine and newspaper articles.9 He also
took part in fox hunts with neighbors, rode in horse shows, and sold well-
trained hunting dogs. It was while living at Boxwood that Mitchell con-
tracted pneumonia just before his death in February 1936.

After Elizabeth Mitchell remarried, she and her second husband,
Thomas B. Byrd, sold Boxwood to Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Greer in 1943.
They in turn sold the estate to Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr., the
current owners. In excellent condition, the estate house has not been
significantly altered since the Mitchell's occupancy. There are no other
extant Mitchell residences, aside from quarters that he may have occupied
briefly on various military bases, and in any case he resided here longer
than at any other address. Boxwood straddles the border between Loudoun
and Fauquier Counties, with the main house, all the outbuildings, and most
of the approximately 120 acres lying in the latter political division.
Gently sloping, terraced, and attractively landscaped lawns, as well as
trees and shrubs of boxwood, surround the estate residence. A low wall of
uncoursed fileldstone partially encircles it, and a maroon-painted board
fence surrounds the entire farm.

L-shaped in 1ts overall plan, the southeast-facing Mitchell House
1s comprised of at least three sections: the original 2 1/2-story central
block, a 2 1/2-story southwest wing added by the Mitchells in 1925, and
a 2 1/2-story northeast wing and ell with above-ground basement added
sometime before the Mitchells bought the farm. Irregularity in the base-
ment construction results from the sloping terrain upon which the struc-
ture stands. Thick vines of boxwood cling to the house's exterior walls,
which are of uncoursed fieldstone with the exception of the rear wing's
mortar-covered end wall. White-painted woodwork around windows, doors,
and porches attractively contrasts with the tawny-colored stone walls.
Covering the 1826 portion of the structure is a bellcast, gabled, wood-
shingled roof that swoops down to shelter the one-story front porch.
Elsewhere the shingled roof is gabled but not bellcast. Bordering the
roofline is a plain, white-painted wooden, box cornice. A fieldstone

9
Levine, Mitchell, 381-382.
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chimney rises above each end of the 1826 block; a similar interior end
chimney rises from the roof of the left wing; and another 1is located
over the rear ell.

An assortment of porches and galleries embellish the facades of
the Mitchell House. Extending across the front facade of the three-bay-
wide central block 1is a one-story, raised porch supported by four white-
painted wooden posts and two pilasters. Reached from the immediate yard
by a short flight of gray-painted wooden steps, the porch has a gray-
painted wooden floor and a white-painted wooden balustrade. The porch
is also accessible from the left side by a brick walk leading from a
circular, patterned brick terrace that displays in its center an old,
imbedded millstone. Recessed into the front facade of the left wing is
a second-story, wrought-iron-railed gallery that extends across two of the
wing's three bays. A similar gallery enhances the second-story level of
the right wing's four-bay-wide front facade. A one-story, three-bay-wide,
brick-floored porch--consisting of four white-painted wooden posts sup-
porting a shed roof--extends across the rear facade of the central block.
Sheltering the basement entrance located in the structure's north facade
is a small, one-story, one-bay-wide porch featuring white-painted wooden
posts and pilasters that bear a shed roof.

Windows display a wide variety of designs, but almost all are
rectangular, have white-painted wooden frames and sills, and are pro-
tected by storm windows. Many windows are capped by a flat arch of ra-
diating, fieldstone voussoirs. Two double, 10-light, casement windows
with white-painted, wooden, louvered shutters flank the front door,
which 1s located in the middle bay of the central block's front facade.
Similar windows flank the rear door, which 1s situated in the center
bay of the main block's rear facade.. In the front facade of the south-
western wing there is a large, first-story window opening comprised of
four 10-light casement windows topped by an 8-light transom. On the
first-story level of the northeast side of the right wing there is a
tripartite opening consisting of two double casement windows flanking
a 25-1light central window. Another tripartite, second-story window
opening--located in the rear facade of the right wing--has two four-
over-four sash windows flanking an eight-over-eight sash central window.
Six shed-roofed dormers, each having three 16-light casement windows,
project from the roof of the Mitchell House. Three of these dormers
decorate the front slope of the roof and three project from the rear
slope. The remainder of the windows are, for the most part, either
double casement windows or sash windows containing either four-over-four
lights or six-over-six lights.

|5
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Front entrance to the Mitchell House is a paneled, white-painted
wooden single door graced by a fanlight and recessed within a semicir-
cularly-arched, white-painted, wooden architrave that is crowned by an
arch of radiating fieldstone voussoirs. On the opposite facade of the
central block, a similar, fanlighted door provides rear entry to the
house. Also in the rear facade are a paneled-and-lighted single door
and two sets of French double doors flanked by casement windows. All
3 rear entries lead out to brick terraces that adorn the rear lawn.
The northeast side entrance to the basement is through a paneled-and-
lighted single door. A similar entry under the front porch leads into
the house's full basement.

The front door opens into a large foyer that occupies the first
floor of the central block. Architectural features and furnishings of
the foyer are indicative of the decoration exhibited in many rooms
throughout the house: polished oak flooring enhanced by oriental carpets;
white-painted plaster ceilings with denticulated cornices; painted plas-
ter walls with wooden wainscoting and baseboards; and handsome oil
paintings depicting horses and riding scenes. Along the right wall of
the foyer a two-flight, open-well, open-string staircase with ornamental
white-painted wooden brackets, white-painted wooden balusters, and an
oak railing rises to connect with the upstairs hall. An enclosed stair-
way near the center of the right wing provides additional passage between
the storiles. Against the left wall of the foyer is a fireplace that
displays a white-painted wooden, shouldered architrave. Adjacent to the
fireplace a paneled wooden door flanked by pllasters bearing an entabla-
ture leads into the drawing room that occupies the left wing added by the
Mitchells in 1925. Here, four, white-painted, denticulated wooden beams
traverse the celling. Against the left end wall 1s a fireplace with an
authentic early American, pine mantel, which the Mitchells installed.

In the drawing room's rear wall is a set of French double doors flanked
by casement windows.

From the right wall of the foyer a single door leads into the
dining room, which also has in 1its rear wall a set of French double
doors flanked by casement windows. Entered from the right wall of the
dining room is a combination kitchen-and-pantry and a back stairway.
A second door in the dining room's right wall leads to a corridor that
runs almost the entire length of the rear ell's left wall. Doors opening
from the right side of the corridor provide access to a library and a
bathroom. At the far end of the corridor is a bedroom.

Upstairs, a combination hall-and-sitting room occupies the second
floor of the central block. From this hall an enclosed stairway ascends

o
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to the attic, now used for storage. Also from the hall, a corridor leads
into the 1926 left wing and gives access to a bedroom, a dressing room,
a bathroom, and the Mitchell master bedroom and adjacent dressing room.
The sleeping room features another fireplace with authentic, pine, early
American mantel. In the bedroom's front wall, two 18-l1light French doors
open onto the wing's second-floor gallery. Like the left wing, the
right is also accessible from the central upstairs hall via a corridor.
The wing contains two bedrooms. As with the left wing, two French doors
lead from the front room onto the gallery. Several servants' rooms
occupy the second floor of the rear ell and are accessible from the wing
area by a long corridor.

Outbuildings. All outbuildings on the approximately 120-acre Boxwood
estate are Included in the nomination. Except for a small, rectangular-
shaped, gable-roofed, white-painted, frame library-study erected by the
present owners immediately rear of the main house's left wing, all out-
buildings have fieldstone fourdations, yellow stuccoed walls, black-
painted trim, and gable roofs (except the greenhouse, which has a hip
roof). These structures include: a 1 1/2-story caretaker's house
situated south of the estate house near the front drive; a large L-shaped
stable at the north end of the cluster of farm buildings; a 2 1/2-story
guesthouse immediately south of the stable; a small one-story barn
positioned at the extreme western edge of the cluster; and a small green-
house, a wellhouse, and a butler's cottage situated between the estate
house and the guesthouse. Other than the library-study, the butler's
cottage 1s the only one of these buildings added since the Mitchell
occupancy. The whole is surrounded by a maroon-painted board fence.

Boundary Justification. The boundary includes the original Mitchell
estate of approximately 120 acres (mostly pasture), the main house, and
all the present outbuildings, all but two of which were extant during
the Mitchell occupancy. The whole 1s surrounded by a maroon-painted
board fence.

Boundary Description. As indicated in red on the accompanying maps

[(1) U.S.G.S. 7.5' Series, Virginia, Middleburg Quad., 1968, and (2) AASLH
Sketch Map, March 1976], a line beginning at the intersection of Va. 705
and Va. 626 and running north-northeast approximately 3,100 feet along

the left right-of-way of Va. 626 to a point indicated by a major exten-
sion of the estate's board fence toward the west; thence west-northwest
about 1,700 feet along the maroon-painted board fence that marks the
northern border of the estate to an unnumbered road that extends south-
ward from U.S. 50; thence southward about 2,000 feet along the left edge
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of this curving, unnumbered road to a point on the estate fence-line
immediately southeast of a residence that sits near the end of the road;
thence continulng south-southwest along the estate's board fence about
1,450 feet to an unmarked point where the fence turns left at a right

angle 1n a grove of trees; thence southeastward about 1,750 feet along
the fence to the starting point.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As the United States' first great air war strategist, Gen.
William "Billy" Mitchell, according to biographer Alfred F. Hurley,
was "the dominant figure in American aviation from 1919 until his

court-martial in 1925
States Army in 1926."

and his subsequent resignation from the United
1 Moreover, as Hurley also notes, "when Mitchell

is considered in terms of his ideas, he emerges as one of the signi-

ficant figures of the

years between World Wars I and II."2 He fore-

saw the direction of aviation development and its role in World War II
and subsequent military policy; he took the lead in preparing the
American people to accept the role of aeronautics in the Nation's

military and diplomat

ic policies; and he was an important agent in the

growth of U.S. naval aviation and one of the founding fathers of the

U.S. Air Force.

Among other things, Mitchell recognized the leading role that

strategic bombardment

was to play in the future, and he predicted

that its principal value would lie ultimately in hitting the enemy's
nerve centers at the very beginning of a war. He understood that

the airplane would replace the battleship as the Nation's first line
of defense, and he foresaw the likelihood of a Japanese surprise at-

tack on Pearl Harbor
impact on American mi

17 years before it occurred. Significantly, his
litary aviation did not end with his court-martial

in 1925, Through numerous publications and public speeches, he con-
tinued to promote his ideas until his death in 1936.

From 1926 until 1936, the year of his death, Mitchell resided
here at Boxwood, an approximately 120-acre estate that includes a spa-
cious, well-maintained, 2 1/2-story fieldstone dwelling and several
outbuildings. The Mitchells added a wing to the 100-year-o0ld house,

but subsequent owners

have made no significant alterations. There

are no other extant Mitchell residences, aside from quarters that he
may have occupied briefly on various military bases, and in any case,

1

Alfred F. Hurley, Billy Mitchell: Crusader for Air Power (New

York, 1964), ix.
2
Ibild.,; %.
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he resided here longer than at any other address. Because he wrote
many of his works on air power here and because his lelsure activities
here were reminiscent of his youth, Boxwood is a most appropriate
property for a NHL honoring Mitchell.

Biography

"Billy" Mitchell was born December 29, 1879, in Nice, France,
where his parents John and Harriet Mitchell were temporarily residing.
His grandfather Alexander Mitchell was a Scottish immigrant turned
millionaire-banker and was active in Democratic politics. Mitchell's
father was a philanthropist who eventually became a U.S. Senator from
Wisconsin. When William Mitchell was 3, his family moved from France
back to "Meadowmere," their estate near Milwaukee, where John Mitchell
began raising horses. Here young William developed his 1lifelong love
for horsemanship and hunting. He received a broad liberal education
both at home and in school. He attended a private school in Milwaukee
then spent 6 years at Racine College, a Wisconsin prep school. When
John Mitchell was elected to the Senate William transferred to the
Columbian Preparatory School in Washington, D.C., and in 1895 he
, entered the college division of that school, which 1s now George
"Washington University.

When war broke out with Spain in 1898, 18-year-old Mitchell left
pdllege 'to enlist as a private in a w1sconsin volunteer regiment and

“within 3 weeks he became a 2d lieutenant in a Florida-based Volunteer

gnal Corps. In 1899 his regiment served with the army of occupation
in Cuba and he was transferred that autumn to the Philippines, where
the native population was resisting U.S. annexation. Mitchell served
in the struggle against rebel leader Emilio Aguinaldo, won distinction
as a signal officer with Gen. Arthur MacArthur's division, and was
appointed 1lst lieutenant in the Signal Corps in 1901. Mitchell's
next assignment was in Alaska, where he helped establish a telegraphic

~communications system. Upon his return to the States, he became, at

“\ age 24, the youngest captain in the Army.

In 1903 Mitchell met and married Caroline Stoddard, the daughter
of wealthy family friends from Rochester, N.Y. Shortly thereafter he
received an assignment at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., where he served
as commander of the Signal Company attached to the post. It was at
this time that he developed a keen interest in aviation. Mitchell
began experimenting with communications devices such as the kite bal-
loon, and came in contact with the progress being made on dirigibles.
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After lLeavenworth, Mitchell spent 2 years in the Philippines preparing
reconnalissance reports of Japanese activities on neighboring islands.
His dispatches reflected his prescient belief that war with Japan was
inevitable and that the Philippines were consequently in great danger.

In March 1912 Mitchell's experience coupled with his engaging
personality and family influence earned him the distinction of be-
coming the youngest officer selected to serve on the Army's General
Staff in Washington. At that time he was aware of the great progress
being made in aeronautics overseas, but he still considered aviation
essentlially a reconnaissance device--just another element of the Sig-
nal Corps. He even asserted that creation of a separate branch for
aviation would retard its development as a method of reconnaissance.
Thus, when some members of the Signal Corps Aeronautical Division
claimed they could make better progress through a separate organiza-
tion, Mitchell supported the 1914 Congressional decision to leave
aeronautics in the Signal Corps.

That year, however, World War I broke out in Europe and Mitchell
utilized the opportunity to study the new technical and mechanized
methods of warfare. After reading intelligence reports from Europe,
he became convinced that aviation had vast military potentialities,
and when he finished his General Staff assignment in 1916 he entered
the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps. Quickly promoted to the
rank of major, he began in earnest the task of bullding up Army avia-
tion, stating that airplanes would be useful for offensive action
against enemy submarines and ships as well as for reconnaissance.
Says historian Carroll V. Glines, Mitchell "had suddenly become the
chief [U.S.] exponent of air power and the accepted spokesman for the
Aviation Service."3 Since one of his goals was to accelerate the
training of good pilots, Mitchell himself began pilot training in 1916
at the Curtiss Aviation School in Newport News, Va., and soon became
an excellent pilot.

In March 1917 Mitchell was sent to Europe as an aeronautical
observer, and 2 weeks after his arrival in Paris the United States de-
clared war on Germany. Eagerly, though with little authority, Mitchell
set up an unofficial aviation office and began to make plans for de-
veloping an American expeditionary air force. At the front he studied

o

3
Carroll V. Glines, Jr., The Compact History of the United States

Air Force (New York, 1963), 107.
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the Allied units, perceiving the markedly changing role of aviation
and especially the rapid evolution of the fighter plane. Through
further flight training at Le Bourget Airport near Paris, Mitchell
received from French airmen his first lessons in a theory of aerial
warfare that went far beyond mere reconnaissance. Air power was
used to seek out the enemy wherever he could be found. Also in
France Mitchell met Gen. Hugh Trenchard, the commander of the British

- Royal Flying Corps who was recognized as Europe's leading pioneer
of strategic aviation. Trenchard's thesis, briefly, was that air
power could and should be used offensively and would one day become
much more crucial than sea power in military strategy. This notion
had a profound influence on Mitchell's own thinking.

In 1917 Mitchell played a leading role in launching the huge
World War I American aircraft production program. He presented a de-
talled plan to French Premier Alexander Ribot proposing the creation
of an American air force to assist the allies. Impressed with
Mitchell's data, Ribot cabled President Wilson, suggesting the devel-
opment of a large aviation program. This "Ribot Cable" served as the
basis for a $640 million aircraft production program in the United
States. In executing the program, however, the authorities in
Washington still clung to the old ideas about air power, giving a
much greater priority to reconnaissance aircraft than either Mitchell or
the French had intended.

When Gen. John J. Pershing arrived in Paris with his American
Expeditionary Forces staff in June 1917, Mitchell, recently promoted
to lieutenant colonel, was the senior flyer in France. Accordingly,
Pershing named him aviation officer of the AEF. In this capacity
Mitchell constantly reminded General Pershing of the urgent necessity
for more "strategic" aviation. Pershing proposed Mitchell's 1deas to
a board of officers, which included Mitchell himself, and requested
from them a complete aviation project for the U.S. Army in France.
Thus, largely at Mitchell's urging Pershing created the Air Service of
the AEF as early as June 1917; but a full year passed before President
Wilson ordered the complete separation of the Air Service from the
Signal Corps. That autumn Mitchell's career continued its rapid ad-
vance with his promotion to full colonel and subsequently to commander
of the Air Service. By spring 1918 the first U.S.-trained airplane
squadrons were arriving at the front. With Mitchell directing aerial
combat, the Air Service of the AEF compiled an impressive record.
Mitchell himself earned distinction as the first American Army aviator
to cross enemy lines and the first to be decorated.
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Mitchell's ideas were twice put to the test in the autumn of 1918
during the AEF's two major battles of the war--St. Mihiel and the Meuse-
Argonne. St. Mihiel saw the war's greatest air effort and its largest
concentration of aircraft. Acting as coordinator of the aerial effort,
Mitchell used 1,481 planes to successfully gain air superiority over
the German air forces. In the Meuse-Argonne campaign Mitchell amassed
a large force of French and American planes and struck behind enemy
lines, effectively disrupting a German counterattack. Afterward Mitchell
handed General Pershing a bold plan for the large-scale strategic bom-
bardment of Germany, but the Armistice came before the idea could be
tried out. Nevertheless, Mitchell's experiences and successes during
World War I became the basis for his views on the organization of tacti-
cal or strategic aviation, and at the same time his colorful personality
a?d brilliant wartime record brought him personal popularity and pres-
tige.

Upon his return to the United States in 1919 Mitchell was named
Assistant Chief of the Air Service. He now determined to change tradi-
tional American military policy by conveying his vision for aviation's
future to his fellow officers and to civilian officials as well. He
realized that technology had shattered the old framework of American
military policy, and he was convinced that America could no longer rely
on geographic isolation for defense. Accordingly he advocated a nation-
al defense structure overhaul that would place aeronautics on an equal
basis with the Army and Navy. Indeed, the major theme of his aviation
program was that aerial warfare now ranked with naval and ground warfare
in importance.

In Washington, however, the attitude towards air power was one of
indifference or derision, and in the interval between world wars
Mitchell's theories became snarled in controversy and technical 4iffi-
culties. By the advent of President Warren G. Harding, the Air Service
that Mitchell had helped to build was rapidly disintegrating. According
to bilographer Isaac Don Levine, the struggle for air power was waged
against a background of the post-war retreat to normalcy, financial re-
trenchment, disarmament, wishful pacifism, and indifference. In one
camp were the visionary political leaders, progressive industrialists,
and prophetic airmen; in the other camp were skeptical officeholders
and the entrenched bureaucracy of conservatives in the Army and Navy
Departments who could not endure the prospect of a new, rival service.

4

u L}
Isaac Don Levine, Mitchell: Pioneer of Air Power (New York, 1943),
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Army and Navy leaders built an impressive case against Mitchell's ideas,
contending that aviation was incapable of deciding the outcome of a war.
Against these odds Mitchell continued to expound his belief that future
military operations on land and sea could not proceed without an effec-
tive air force operating independently of the Army and Navy.

At the same time that Mitchell was spreading his aerial doctrine,
he was also the main Alr Service force for continued technical achieve-
ment. He strove to equip the service with new bombers and dirigibles,
and he initiated development of the first airways system in the United
States. According to biographer Hurley, Mitchell was neither a scientist
nor an aeronautical engineer; rather he was the very embodiment of the
tactical user of the engineer's product. As a result of his broad con-
tact with technical developments, Mitchell's 1deas and "predictions on
aviation's future had a technical soundness which took him out of the
class of a mere commentator on aeronautics."5

Despite all his efforts, by 1921 it was apparent to Mitchell that
he had lost his campaign within the Government to convince military and
civilian officials that his ideas were truly sound. The aviation indus-
try was nearly at a standstill, and Mitchell's own finances were in
danger of depletion. Mitchell clearly needed new tactics for forcing
America to "wake up" and see the urgent necessity for development of air
power, so he turned to the public and began advocating the cause of avia-
tion in speeches, magazine and newspaper articles; he testified in congres-
sional and executive hearings on aviationj; and he publicized his and his
airmen's flying stunts. In the midst of this publicity campaign,
Mitchell began to emphasize the contribution that he felt aviation could
make to U.S. defense rather than to offensive military operations. This
emphasis was in part a response to the 1solationist and pacifist trend
of the time. In playing up the airplane's future role in national defense
Mitchell challenged the traditional role of the Navy, and when he pro-
claimed that.the airplane had made the battleship obsolete, he sparked
one of the most bitter controversies in the history of American military
affairs.

Insisting that a failure in aerial defense would mean attacks on
major U.S. cities, Mitchell now petitioned the Government for permission
to hold an Air Service-sponsored bombing test. His efforts were rewarded
in the outcome of such experiments in 1921. In widely publicized tests
off the Virginia coast, Mitchell's bombers sank the captured ex-German
battleship Ostfriesland within 21 minutes, then repeated the feat with the

. SHurley, Billy Mitchell, 54,
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obsolete American battleship Alabama. Mitchell had successfully demon-
strated that the airplane was a weapon capable of effectively carrying
war to the heart of the enemy over both land and sea. These accomplish-
ments brought Mitchell worldwide attention and continue to rank, says
historian Glineg, as "one of the milestones in this country's struggle
for air power."

Mitchell's views now enjoyed wider acceptance, but still they were
Jjealously challenged by Navy and War Department factions that clamored
for Secretary of War John W. Weeks to remove Mitchell from his post as
Assistant Chief of the Air Service. Disillusioned by his failure to
influence legislation favorable to his program, Mitchell grew more vo-
ciferous in his criticism of opponents. Weeks remained unwilling to
remove the general from his post, but Mitchell's immediate supervisor,
Gen. Mason Patrick, found it increasingly difficult to temper Mitchell's
impatience and to shelter him from discipline and reprimands from above.
Then, just at the height of the Ostfriesland success, Mitchell's marriage
of 16 years collapsed, resulting in a separation from his wife Caroline
and their three children. Because personal problems and the strain of
duty in Washington were beginning to exhaust Mitchell and because Patrick
wanted to keep the aviator out of further difficulty in the Capital,
Mitchell was sent on tours of inspection to Europe (1921-22) and the
Pacific (1923-24).

During these years Mitchell both strengthened his own convictions
about aviation's potentialities and made significant contributions to
the tactical and doctrinal growth of the Air Service. After studying
European aeronautical progress Mitchell returned to the United States and
in 1923 wrote a manual on bombardment to be distributed privately within
the Air Service. The manual described how to carry out a total war in
the air. Noting the devastating"moral effect"that direct aerial attacks
would have on major cities, Mitchell prophetically suggested that this
type of warfare might actually shorten the duration of future wars.

Divorced from his first wife in 1922, Mitchell married Michigan
socialite Elizabeth Trumbull in October 1923. Shortly afterward, he
departed for the Pacific to study America's defense system in that region.
He found the network inadequate, especially as far as Japan was concerned.
In the report that he filed upon his return, Mitchell concluded that a
war between the United States and Japan was lnevitable and that the
Pacific Islands would be crucial Japanese objectives because of their

6
Glines, Compact History of the United States Air Force, 114,

I



Form No 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMLENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET Mitchell House iTeM NUMBER 8 PAGE seven

value as strategic air bases. Large-scale reinforcement of the Air
Service in the Hawailan Islands was Mitchell's chief hope for protection
of the area. Significantly, Mitchell made these predictions 17 years
prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

Back in Washington by 1924, Mitchell again sought official acceptance
for his views. This time his publicity campaign resulted in the end of
his military career. Although Secretary of War Weeks had previously or-
dered Mitchell to submit for War Department clearance any article he was
writing for publication, Mitchell sidestepped the order and sent to
various popular magazines a series of articles stressing the value of
strategic bombardment and air power. And in 1925, testifying before the
Julian Lampert Committee appointed by Congress to investigate the aviation
industry, Mitchell attacked the War and Navy Departments for "muzzling"
the airmen. As a result, Weeks refused to reappoint Mitchell when his terv
as Assistant Chief of the Air Service expired in April 1925. Instead,
Weeks demoted him.to his permanent rank of ecolonel and transferred him to
a minor assignment at Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

In Texas Mitchell continued his publicity campaign by writing his
polemic book Winged Defense. In it he struck at the conservatism of those
in the Government and the military who opposed a stronger air arm. Then
in September 1925, two aviation disasters shocked the Nation. First a
Navy seaplane en route to Hawali disappeared in the Pacific. Then the
Navy dirigible Shenandoah crashed over Ohio. On September 5, 1925,
Mitchell released to the press a nine-page statement in which he vehement-
ly blamed the two tragedies on "the incompetency, criminal negligence,
and almost treasonable administration of the National Defense by the Navy
and War Departments."? Within two weeks Mitchell was summoned to Washing-
ton to appear before a court-martial.

Before that got underway, however, Coolidge acted to allay public
criticism of the administration by appointing a board to investigate
Mitchell's assertions and to consider ways to develop aeronautics for the
public good. Headed by statesman Dwight Morrow and consisting of eminent
civilians and retired military leaders, the board recommended patient
study of all phases of aviation; designation of assistant secretaries of
War, Navy, and Commerce for air; establishment of a Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion; and renaming the "Air Service" the "Air Corps" to give it more
prestige. These recommendations proved helpful both to the administration
and to Mitchell's wishes for American air development. In fact, the
Morrow report led to a series of actions that added up to the United
States' "first broad aeronautical policy." But the directive also de-

7
Quoted in Hurley, Billy Mitchell, 101,
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clared a department of national defense unnecessary.

Meanwhile, with assistance from the press, Mitchell built his trial
into a sensation and attempted to exploit 1t as a sounding board for his
ideas. Nevertheless, at the conclusion of the court-martial, which lasted
from October 25 to December 17, his superiors found him guilty and
sentenced him to a 5-year suspension from duty without pay. Seeing no
other recourse, Mitchell resigned from the Army on February 1, 1926.
Retiring to Boxwood, his estate in northern Virginia, Mitchell estab-
lished himself as a gentleman farmer and horse breeder. But he continued
to wage his battle for air power by issuing a stream of provocative maga-
zine and newspaper articles and by lecturing to public and private
audiences. The constant theme of these articles and lectures was, as
always, the need for more air power and the creation of a Department of
Defense with coequal standing for the Nation's land, sea, and air forces.
He also warned direly about German militarism and Japanese imperialism.
According to historian Hurley, "the chief effect of Mitchell's [post-
court-martial] work may well have been, in the long run, to begin the
preparation of the millions of Americans who read his articles [or heard
him speak] to accept both a potential relationship between foreign policy
and air power, as well as a kind of garfare such as they had never known
nor would have countenanced before."

When Franklin D. Roosevelt assumed the Presidency in 1933, Mitchell
hoped that the new administration would take a more favorable attitude
toward his views, particularly in regard to a Department of National
Defense. But this was not to be. The Roosevelt administration neglected
to carry out the revitalization of national defense policy that Mitchell
had forfeited his career in advocating, Nevertheless, time would prove
Mitchell right. On September 18, 1947, the U.S. Air Force was established
as a separate service on an equal plane with the Army and the Navy. Then
in 1949 the Army, Navy, and Air Force were unified under a single Depart-
ment of Defense.

In January 1936 Mitchell became 111 with influenza complicated by
heart trouble. In February he was flown from Boxwood to a New York hos-
pital, where he died of a coronary occlusion on February 17, 1936.

8
Hurley, Billy Mitchell, 124,
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July 2, 1965

¥rs,Stephen C, Clark, Jr,
Copperstown, New York.

Dear Jane:

Jim didn't hurry too much about sendins you the informmation about Boxwoud
for he thoight you were killing salmon in Norway or the 1ike. 1 trust you had
a wonderfully successful and rleasant time. 4 personally hope you did & few
other things besides killing salmon.

Jin and I went to Warrenton on Wednesday to look up rec.rds of Boxwood and
1 am enclosing the legentd which I believe is mere or less what you need to send
in for Garden \'eek. The quote from the Fauquisr County hlstory is very like
what they put in the guide books, 1 wau #0 interested in the name but couldn't
find who changed it and at what date. I isaw it referted to as "Box H1ll as late
as 1914. Also, I haven't looked up a box I meant, to do so before writing
you bu. haven't. I have never heard of a g:x oak but that wouldn't prove that
I wasn't looking at one each day., I don't know trees too well.

I believe that Sylvester Smith was "Yankee Smith". The deeds did not refsr
to hir by that name, however. Jim 8ays the. talk was that "Yankee 3mith" w.uld
load up his wagon with produce to t&ke to The Flains to sell or perhaps to Warren-
ton and set out early in the morning. He would stop to talk to everyone he nst
2long the way and by sun down had only reathed about "Halfway" so would come on
hcme and start out &y¢ain the foloowing morning with the same result. It was said
it took him sometii ecmany days befors he reached his destination. y
£
I believe that the .quote [rom the history plus the fact that it wus the hanoC%uJ
of General Billy Mitchell,is about what they need for the guidd but just put the
other bits in in case you!wanted bhem. I can easily go over and make & much more
detailed report on the vhrious Jeeds but Jim was in the CoutthMouse in the room
with me having a fine;talking to his friend Mason Carter who left his work to help
and chat so + kind of hufried.
Tine
To me it will be a treat to anyone coming to garden week to get in your pretty
house and see those fabilous paintings, They can see box and flowers all around
but not painting like those hung in such a perfect surrounding.

'lease let me know if I can get any other information for you. 1f this is
not what you need it would give me pleasure to pursue the subjesct further.

Jin sends love., We miss you.
Sincerely,

Helen J, Skinner



BOXWOOD

The followin- is quoted from a history of Fauquier County, Virginis fronm
1759 to 1959 gotten out for the Fauquier Bicentennial, Warremtom, Va.

"Boxwood (Box Hill) deed 1726, It is described as "Beginming at a Box Uak®,
hence the name Box Hill. The land was purchased by Philip $ale in 1779 apd
William Swart in 1026 ard he built the house, The large stons house has a
long, sloring roof and two upper porches at either end, Much of the woodw rk
hag been changed but it is a dolightfully spacious house with a lot of box
in the terraced gardens, :

In 1925 General and Mra, “illiam Kitchell purchsed thy property and =ade it
thedr home. Xr. and Mrs, Stephen C. cuu, dr. ars the rcesent owners.”
N

\

t

/

Book 85, page 376
October 3, 1832 Slias A, 9mith andk 3ylvester ., mith ‘patd $50. to Feter “mith,

‘g son and Eliss A. Smithand wife sold 4b to dylvester 4. Smith,
Book 110, page 324 . ‘
March 3, 1914 Sylvester A. Smith -mr Steis Sitn, wifu oxned *Box Hil1l".

Book 127, page 210 { { '
June 12, 1925 Anne ward Sayres (ftmr)y fnne .ard sace) anG Lewis .. oayras,
her husband sold ta x;uznboth i, Mitohell.

Book 154, paee 196 rz_o é/
Jm 15. 19103 1 sabetn "P.Wm (to (a “'nm rtm olue) ari nonon oy
to Christopher !4, Greer and ‘arguesr ts b, Urcar,

Book 168, pege 73
Feruary 18, 1949 uhriotv‘hor M. OGresr, Jr. ond Jarguerite B, Creer to L. cnen

Carlton C lark, Jr,



March 11, 1975

My~—Capl—¥—Oreti;—Prestdent
iR "Loudoun _County Hiétorical Society, INEC.
+.. , Box mZ:—tvl\
el o - Leesburg, Virginia 22075

iﬁ- Dear Mr. Greth:

i We are preparing a series of reports on historic
v sites related to the theme Political add Military Affairs,
. 1900-1929, We have been searching for a possible struc-
bh % ture connected with Col. William "Billy" Mitchell and

fo. ! discovered that his estate, Boxwood, is located in Lou-
"doun County near Middleburg. :

We would appreclate any information you might Bive
: us on Mitchell's residence at Boxwood. We need to know
NE the following about the estate: address, condition, pre-
3 - sent ownership, and a brief architectural description.
‘."/3'{:‘.-'&\7‘ ".v“ 2 ai

\ . We realize that we are imposing on you in the inter-
wuryl 0 est of historic preservation, and we are grateful for
23 " -~ any help you may give us.

Sincercly,

Dorothy K. Dickens
Assistant Editor
Historlic Landmarks Project

\igllj ’ ' ‘ CJELLCIJKAfjj?%fi?) e
4 24_07 : ,-




April 15, 1975

pu‘{‘\-v *
Mrs. Chatflield Taylor
Lincoln, Virginia 22075
Dear Mrs. Taylor:
%aﬁ%“ " We recently spoke to Mr. John G. Lewis of the Lou-
il doun County Historical Society concerning potential Na-

tional Historic Landmarks under the theme Political and
Military Affairs, 1900-1929. We specifically inquieed
about Col. William Mitchell's residence, "Boxwood'" He
has referred us to you for further information.

We need to know the'rollowing concerhing the struc-~
ture: date of construction, name and address of present

ﬁgqgf' ?hwners, ‘condition, specific dates of occupation by Col., =
R Mitchell, and any other background information about

Mitchell in relationship to the house.

’ We are enclosing a brochure which may answer any
~questions you have about our project. We realize that
we are imposing on you in the interest of history, and

‘31 . We appreciate any assistance you can give us.

“gw““”'““V‘ We look forward to hearing from you at your ear-
llest convenience.

Sincerely,

Dorothy K. Dickens
Assistant Editor
Historic Landmarks Project

Enclosure
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April 15, 1975

Mr. John G. Lewils

Loudoun County Historical Socilety
Box 344

Leesburg, Virginia 22075

Dear Mr; Dewis:

I enjoyed our conversation this afternoon, and I
wish to thank you for your help concerning Col. Mitchell's
"Boxwood."

We have already submitted our preliminary survey of
historic sites under the theme Pdlitical and Military
Affairs, 1900-1929, to the National Park Service. However,
we may have substitutions i1f the new sites show sufficient
integrity.

I am enclosing a brochure which may answer any ques-
tions concerning our project. I will also include a

- copy of the Natipnal Park Service "Criteria."

If you have any suggestions which you feel would
rate condideration in this survey, please feel free to

~send them. Our enemy 1s time, so please don't pro-

crastinate.
We look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
Sincerely,
Dorothy K. Dickens

Assistant Editop
Historic Landmarks Project

Enclosures

P.83. Please remember that the sites must be related
to people of National significance.

\
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P. O. Box 8 344 Leesburg, Virginia 22075 £ ]- _
338-7229 15 April 1975
APR 1 g 1975

Ms. Dorothy Dickens

American Association for State & Local History
1315 Eighth Avenue South

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Dear Ms. Dickers;

Pursuant to your telephone call of this afternoon. I sent
your letter about requesting information on "Boxwood", the home
of General "Billy" Mitchell, to Mrs, Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor,
Lincoln, Virginia 22078, as she is with the Loudoun-Fauquier (Counties)
n Garden Club, and might have the information you need,

As Regional Represenative for t he Virginia Historic Landmarks
Commission, I have not had the occasion to document "Boxwood", as
like many of the houses in the Middleburg-The Plains, Virginia area,
I understand this was extensively estatized, and with so many good
early original structures yet to cover, we are having to leave these
until last. Espically, since I am it for the work for the VHLC in
Loudoun, Clarke and Ferderick Counties, Virginia.

As to "Belmont" you might have to streatch your dates a bit.
) It was built by Ludwell Lee in 1800 and owned by General and lirs
- X Patrick J. Hurley from 1932 until 1943. He was Secretary of War
<% .. under President Hoover. (VHLC File No. 53-106).
\”\~/~ 3
f/c'vgv“ "Morven Park", was started in 1780; expanded by Judge Thomas
“ Swann in the 1830's; and expanded again by his son, Governor Thomas
Swann of Maryland, who had inherited the property in the 1850's.,
Governor & Mrs Westmoreland Davis bought the property i n 1903. He
was Governor of Virginia, having been elected in 1917, and one of
\ W gthe first - if not the first- Governors to Fly in an Airplane. He
t\ " was also owner and publisher of "The Southern Planter", an
16 ¢ Agricultural Publication with large circulation throughout many
@zlzk  Southern States. The property is now owned by the Westmoreland
.~v*Davis Foundation, Inc. c/o lir. Charles Otey, Manager, Leesburg, Va.

Y 122075, (VHLC File No. 53-87).

_{\\‘J o T 4
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///// "Belmont" is now owned by the I.B.M. Corporation c/o Mt.
William D. Ross, Senior Planner, Real Estate and Construction
Division, I,B.M., 1000 Westchester Avenue, White Plains, N.Y.
10604, We are now working on trying to get this property on

\ the State and National Register.

v Net "Morven Park" is on the State and National Register, having
(N« _been so designated in 1074-75.
AT
g Also, if you are interested""Blackwood", the property of
Mr and Mrs Jean K. Weston, RFD, Purcellville, Virginia 22132,
™ i3 an early field stone structure (1800's) and bought by Philip

. Fry in 1822. His daughter Katherine, who had married John C.
ot e Koerner, inherited this and they sold it in 1832. She was the
A7 cmother of the Wright brothers. (VHLC File No. 53-384).

Jv“c;s "Grasslands", another early stone house, was owned by Dr.
" X" Harvey Washington Wiley between 1909 and 1937. He was the father
of the Prue Food and Drug Administration. (VHLC File No. 53-472).

N I believe Woodrow Wilsons personal Physican owned a property
9V“" near Middleburg, Virginia, during his Presidency. If you want, I
0,, will check on this, He was, I think, a Doctor Grayson, a Naval

‘créﬂ}£Doctor of considerable reputation. This is all off the top of my
2" ad*head, and would have to check on the documentation.

o :“kk Westmoreland Davis was born of American parents at sea, on

§J“ 21 August 1859. He was the son of Thomas Morgan and Annie Lewis
Morriss Davis. He is a graduate of Virginia Military Institute
1877; student at the University of Virginia 1883; LLB Columbia
University 1885; LLD Washington & Lee University 1921; certificate
of merit, VPI 1929. He married Miss liargaret Inman of Georgia;
admitted to the New York Bar 1885, and practiced there until the
1918-1918 period. Then he moved to "Morven Park" and began extensive
farming there as well as experimants in Agriculture. From 1908-1915
he was president of the Virginia State Fair Association and was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa. (See "Who's Who in America Volume 19
1936-37, The A.N. Narwuis Company).

If T think of anything else, will send it on to you.

JOHN G, VLTS
(3 @respond ing Secretary

P.S. VHLC has Forms 53-87 &

53~%O6 the others I am still
working on,



April 28, 1975

Mr. John G. Lewis

. Corresponding Secretary
. Loudoun County Hisbbrical Society

P.0.Box 344
Leesburg, Virginia 22075

Dear Mr., Lewis:

Thank you for your suggestions of possible sites
under the theme Political and Militayy Affairs, 1900-1929.
I am in the process of doing further research on Patrick
J. Hurley, but I doubt seriously i1f we will be able
to submit your other suggestions. The National Park
Service, as you know, has a rather strict criteria for
us to follow. These suggestions will not fall under
their i1dea of national significance.

I have written to Mrs. Chatfield-Taylor for further

- information on Boxwood. We appreclate your help in this

matter. We feel that it has good possibilities under
the theme we are now surveying. We will inform you of
our progress with thils structure.

Cordilally,

Dorothy K. Dickens (Mrs.)
Asslistant Editor
Historic Landmarks Project



- BOXWOOD FARM

Mr. and MPS-aT:PH:hnc.cLAnK,un.Paan

MIDDLEBURG, VA. 22117

Addreu a” communications to Boxwood F arm

May 8, 1975

Miss Dorothy K. Dickens, Assistant iditor
Historic Landmarks Project,

American Association for State and Local History
1315 Eighth Ave., % th

Nashville, Tern. 37203

Dear Miss Dickens;

Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr. has asked me to reply to your inquiry regarding
Boxwood Farm which was formerly the home of General "Billy" Mitchell.

My late husband, James B. Skinner worked for Mr. Clark for many years and
has lived in this area for over eighty years. Several years ago when Mrs.
Clark was kind enough to open her house and garden for Garden Week in Virgiria
she asked Mr. Xinner to get some information about the legends and background

of the place.

I am enclosing copies of the information along with a letter which Mr.
Skinner wrote to Mrs. Clark about a legend circulated in the neigh orhood about

one oi the original owners.

I do hope this will be the inforraticn you need. If you necd further data
please do not hesitate to call on me. ;

Since7e y your
- Y

(Mrs. James B.) Helen J,/Skinner
P.0O. Box 64,
*jddleburg, Va. 22117

cc: Mrs. Stephen C. Clark

e
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May 13, 1975

Mrs. Helen J. Skinner
P.0. Box 64
Middleburg, Virginlia 22117

o L

. ' ‘Dear Mrs. Skinner;

Thank you for your informative letter concerning
Boxwood Farm. We are adding it to our list of potential
National Historic Landmark nominations.

At the moment we have all the necessary data, but
we will need to visit the structure sometime between
June and November of this year. We will inform you
and Mrs. Clark of our visitation plans wegl in advance.
We hope this will not inconvenience either of you.

l We are appreciative of the time and effort you have
: expended in our behalf.

Cordially,

Dorothy K. Dickens (Mrs.)
Assistant Editor
Historic Landmarks Project

-




October 21, 1975

Mrs. Helen J. Skinner
P.0. Box 64
Middleburg, Virginia 22117

Dear Mrs. Skinner:

We are finally ready for our visit to Boxwood Farm!
I have just written to Mr. and Mrs. Clark to ask
permission to visit on November 1ll4. We thought you would
be pleased to know our work with the Mitchell House nomina-
tion has at last reached the stage where the next step is
to actually come and see the place with our own eyes.

We want you to know just how much we appreciate all

you have done to help us with this nomination. Thank youl! .

Sincerely,

Mary Jane Gregory
Assistant Editor ~
Historic Landmarks Project A




Sed i o ‘October 21, 1975

‘Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr., Prop.
: .-~ ‘Boxwood Farm _
" Middleburg, Virginia 22117

.. Dear Mr. and Mrs. Clark: .
;_,,J " At last we are ready to visit Boxwood Farm!
- .A8 you know, we are considering it for a National
' Historic Landmark nomination because of 1its associatlon ,
with Col. Billy Mitchell. We believe we now have all :

‘the necessary data, and at this stage we need to visit

“ Boxwood Farm for the purpose of determining its condition 5
" and preparing an accurate description of both 1its g 2w g
" ...exterior and interior. - . 5 DS TR R T
: T will be visiting potential landmarks in Washington, ey

D.C. and Virginia next month, and I would apprecilate the 2

, . opportunity of seeing Boxwood Farm on November i, I willl - .
" be arriving in Middlepurg from Alexandria. Will it be S
convenient for you if I come at about 1:00 p.m.? '

Please let me know as soon as possible if the time . ,
and date I have proposed for visitation do not suit your . :
. .schedule. I am grateful for your assistance and will be . =+
... .. looking forward to hearing from you, by November 1 if . i

.7 possible.

Sincerely,

Mary Jane Gregory
Assistant Editor
Historic Landmarks Project
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JOHN M. JENNINGS e
Vice Chairman

JUNIUS R. FISHBURNE, JR.
Executive Director

STANLEY W. ABBOTT

A. SMITH BOWMAN

ELBERT COX

DONALD R. HAYNES

FREDERICK D. NICHOLS

JAMES R. SHORT

MARVIN M. SUTHERLAND

221 GOVERNOR STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219
TELEPHONE 770-3143

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS
COMMISSION

October 27, 1975

Dear Miss Gregory:

Thank you for your letter of the twenty-second regarding your proposed
visit to Virginia and your study of the three historic properties relating to
political and military affairs, 1900-1929. I am sorry I will not be able to
accompany you but will look forward to learning of the results of your
inspection. I am sending a copy of your letter to Mr. John G. Lewis, our
Regional Representative in Northern Virginia, to see if he might join you

n at the Colonel Billy Mitchell House in Middleburg.

Sincerely yours,
nius R. Fishburne, Jr.
xecutive Director

JRF /bb
cc: Mr. John G. Lewis

Miss Mary Jane Gregory

Assistant Editor

Historic Landmarks Project

American Association for State and Local History
1315 Eighth Avenue South

Nashville, Tennessee 37203



THE MINOR BARTLOW HOUSE

HAMILTON, VIRGINIA 22068 Nov 4 1975

338-7229 29 October 1975

Ms. Mary Jane Gregory, Assistant Director
Historic Landmarks Project '

American Association for State & Local History
1315 Eighth Avenue South

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Dear lis. Gregory;

I will be happy to meet with you at the Colonel Billy
Mitchell house, near Middleburg, Virginia, at 1:00R{ on Friday
14 November 1975.

Please advise as to directions.

If you want to have lunch prior to this, please let me
know and we can meet in the town of Middleburg at The Coach
Stop about 11:30 - 11;45 AM.

\Sincerel';3

JPHN G, 'LEWIS

gional Represenative
a. Hist. Landmarks Comm.

DIST2
1l cc~ Mr. J.R. Fishburne, Jr.



’ _November,5, 1975

" Mr. John G. Lewis
“" Reglonal Representative

- Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm. ' o
*t The Minor Bartlow House ; : ' - ' L5 o
. Hamilton, Virginia 22068 =~ | | - it

'vDear Mr. Lewis: = B
L Y I am glad you are going to visit the Mitchell houso with'”
.. me on Friday, November 14. As of now, I can't give you any

" directions.to the house because I have none. All I know is
- that 18 1s called "Boxwood Farm", but I will be talking to :y?
‘Mrs. James B. Skinner--she will show us the house--prior to “
“our visit, and I am aasuming that she will be able to give
me directions. 'y_r

'%; Anyway, I am driving from Alexandria to. Middleburg with .

:my uncle, William Blackburn, and we can meet you at the. (4

. 'LtCoach Stop in Middleburg for lunch at about 11:45 a.m. Then
. we can all figure out together just exactly where Boxwood :

Farm is? I am looking forward to meeting you. ; | 5“ﬁff~ 'g

.;‘

ASincerely,

'Mary Jane Gregory
Assistant Editor
Historic lLandmarks Project
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‘ BOXWOOD FARM

Mr. and Mrs.sTEPHEN C. CLARK, JR. PROP.

MIDDLEBURG, VA. 22117

AJJ’B:J a” communications to BOZWOOJ Farm

November 22, 1975

Miss Mary Jane Gregory, Assistant Editor
Historic Landmarks ,Project

1400 Eighth Ave. et

Nashville, Tenn. 37203

Dear Miss Gregory:

Thank you vor your nice lestter of the 17th. I too, enjoyed your visit and
was only sorry that I had to leave you but my employer was going away on Monday and
was waiting at the office to give me some letters.

I will get in touch with Mrs., Clark as soon as possible and see if I can get

the information you need. I am sending her your letters and map. Mr. and Mrs.
Clark are not on Virginia at this writing so I am mailing the r:quest to them., It

may be a while before you get a reply.
Singdrely yours,
" 7 'C’M/LLCZ/(
(Mrs. James B.) Helen J.

With kind regards, I am

/Skinner

U
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February 25, 1976

el s Mrs. Helen J. Skinner
5 e P. 0. Box 64
« v .- = .. Midddgburg, Virginaa 22117

Dear Mrs. Skinner: -

R TN : Thank you for generously offering your time to
G show us the Mitchell property again. I look forward
: to seeing you at 4:30 P.M., Friday, March 6.

Sincerely,

-
S S

George R. Adams
Managing Editor
Historic Landmarks Project

o GRA/mjg



- GEN. WILLAM "Bl INTCHELL HOUSE

pJ L—f’z__ *f§}

March 11, 1976

Mrs. Helen Skinner
P.0. Box 64
Middleburg, Virginia 22117

Dear Mrs. Skinner:

This 1s Jjust to let you know that my brief visit to.
the Mitchell House proved extremely helpful. We now have
all the data that we need to proceed with our NHL nomination.
We are still interested, however, in receiving a copy of
the legal description of the property at such time as Mr.
Clarke's office can make it available.

We remain grateful for all your help.

Sincerely,

/

George R. Adams
Managing Editor
Historlc Landmarks Project

CGRA/mJg



LS
»

HJ Sheely:kr 10/8/76

FNP

bcc: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772

@¥2-Sheely

.’j‘vh&( .

United States Department of the Interior

" OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

DEC 16 1976

The Sccretary of the Intcrior
Thomas S. Kleppe

is pleased to inform you that the historic properties in your
State described in the enclosed brief summaries have been found
to possess national significance in commemorating the history
of the United States. On the recommendation of the Advisory
Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and
Monuments these properties have been designated national historic
landmarks. We hope this action will be of interest to you and
your constituents.

Also enclosed are leaflets explaining in detail the historic

preservation programs of the National Park Service.  National

historic landmark status automatically enrolls the property on
the National Register of Historic Places and extends to it the
safeguards provided by the National Historic Preservation Act

of 1966. ' :

Recognition of the property's significance as a landmark is accorded
by certificates and bronze plaques which are provided free of charge
to the owners or administrators of these properties upon their
agreement to adhere to simple preservation practices. The Director
of the National Park Service will shortly notify the owners about
these benefits and provide them with the appropriate agreement
forms.

The owners of these properties are to be commended for preserving
these significant examples of our Nation's cultural heritage for
the education and enjoyment of all our citizens.

-

Enclosures
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Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. . MAIN STREET STATION AND TRAINSHED, VA
Hon. William L. Scott ENERAL WILLIAM " L

United States Senate HOU

Washington, D.C. CARTER GLASS HOUSE

Hon. David E. Satterfield III MAIN STREET STATION AND TRAINSHED

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

/

Hon. Caldwell Butler ' CARTER GLASS HOUSE
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Hon. Joseph L. Fisher GENERAL WILLIAM "BILLY" MITCHELL
House of Representatives HOUSE
Washington, D.C.



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 GEp P
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IN REPLY REFER 70}

-Atlantic Region

Regional Director, Mid
-Sheely

o

FNP:HJ Sheely:kr 12/20/76

bcc:

]
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The Director of the National Park Service
Gary Everhardt

is pleased to inform you that the historic property described
briefly in the enclosure has been found to possess national
significance in commemorating the history of the United States
and has, therefore, been designated a national historic
landmark.

The purpose of landmark designation is to recognize nationally
significant sites and to encourage their owners to preserve
them. Landmarks are chosen through studies prepared by the
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings; evaluated by
the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings,
and Monuments; and approved by the Secretary of the Interior in
accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935.

Recognition of the property's significance as a landmark is
accorded by certificates and bronze plaques which are provided

free of charge to the owners or administrators of these properties

upon their agreement to adhere to simple preservation practices
which would satisfy the criteria for continuing eligibility.
These are set forth in the enclosed leaflet. We will be pleased
to provide a certificate and bronze plaque. Enclosed are copies
of the agreement. The form should be completed in triplicate
and two copies returned to the National Park Service. The third
copy may be retained for your records.

National historic landmark status automatically enrolls the
property on the National Register of Historic Places. Under the
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
entry on the National Register provides each property with safe-
guards against damage by Federal undertakings and fulfills one
qualification for participation in a grant-in-aid program to
assist in its preservation. Further information is contained
in the enclosed leaflet describing the National Register.

We are pleased to include this property among the sites already
designated national historic landmarks.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr. GENERAL WILLIAM L. MITCHELL HOUSE,

Boxwood Farm VIRGINIA
Middleburg, Virginia 22117
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Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr.
Boxwood Farm :
Middleburg, Virginia 22117

.*  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Clark: Re: Ceneral William "Billy" Mitchell
House (Boxwood), Loudoun™County
On behalf of the Commonwealth it gives us great pleasure to motify you that the
Historic Landmarks Commission has placed the General William "Billy" Mitchell
House (Boxwood) on the Virginia Landmarks Register. Because reporters attended
" our Commission meeting, some notice of this designation‘may have already appeared

in the newspapers. .

The Virginia Landmarks Register, established by an act of the Ceneral Assembly
in 1966, is to include "the buildings, structures, and sites which are of a state-
wide or national significance.” It is our feeling that the General William "Billy"

Mitchell House (Boxwood) richly deserves this recognition.

The protection of these significant landmarks is of immediate concern to this
Commission. It is our hope that you will let us know if we can be of any assist-
ance in the preservation of your historic property. Ifany times members of our
staff can offer advice to owners who contemplate altzrations or renovations on
their property, and we welcome the opportunity to serve you. :

Sincerely yourg,
/ Vi
/ y

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.
".Executive Director

JRF/bE
cc: Honorable Joseph L. Fisher Honorable David G. Brickley
U. S. House of Representatives Virginia House of Delegates
Honorable Charles L. Waddell Chairman, Loudoun County
Senate of Virginia Board of Supervisors
Honorable Floyd C. Bagley Evecutive Director, Northern
Virginia House of Delegates Virginia Planning District
- Comnission
Honorable Earl E. Bell ~ _ _ .
* Virginia House of Delegates RS T E{X#‘;_\ oA v !
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-~ NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

as it appears on federal reg‘iSLg) @OTHER NAMES: e of entry: @county code:
Mitchell, GeneralWilliam, House 12 8-76 107
@L‘/GATION streeWnumbel city / town - vicimity of state| county (®NPS REGION:
0.5mi S of Middleburg on VA 626 iddleburg [ Loudoun Midatlantic
|®aominisTrRATOR:

@) ownt{ﬁpmm OSTATE TIMUNICIPAL-TICOUNTY OIMULTIFLE CJFEDERAL(agency name)
D) EXISTING SUR S [JHABS DHAED’ﬁ]NHL FUNDED? JYES RNO CONGRESS. DISTRICT 10 SOURCE of NOMINATION [ STATE EIEDERAL i i
?Ez N a0 l® l@ @ if state who prepared form?

CJocal  CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION Ddeteriorated Daltered Doriginal site @features: ch%ussuumm INTACT-1 Esunswmm INTACT-2 wﬁsuasunnuumum 3
Blexcellent QOruins Runaltered Omoved S ONOT INTACT-O °D NOT INTACT-O ODNOI INTACT - O
Dg'o-od Ounexposed Oregenitructed Qunknown éCJ UNKNOWN -4 "‘D UNKNOWN-5 ;D UNKNOWN -6
Ofair Ounexcavated O excaveed Z[JNOT APPLICABLE-7 EO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z O NOT APPLICABLE- ©

@ACCESS [ YES -Restricted DVES—UnrestrictK B) No Access [JUnknown l@ADAP”VE USE DYES}DND]@ SAVED? (D YES l IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC D|STR|CT?DY"56“°

€) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING =11 O3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.~ 15 (] POLITICS/GOVT.* 21 (JRECREATION -28 @CLAIMS explain
I ARCHEOLOGY - prehistoric=2  [J COMMERCE = 6 O ENTERTAINMENT-26 (0 LAW-185 (D RELIGION= 22 O SETTLEMENT-29 My

CJ ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 (O COMMUNICATIONS =7 (O EXPLORATION -12 O LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 ) URBAN PLANNING=31 ‘oldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE =3 [ CONSERVATION - 8 O HEALTH=27 CPMILITARY - 18 {3 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=4 O ECONOMICS -9 O INDUSTRY =13 D MusIC- 19 3 SOCIAL / CULTURAL=30 ‘only’ O
0O ART=5 (3 EDUCATION=-10 O INVENTION - 14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 25 TRANSPORTATION-25 y
@functions @ dates of initial construction: 1826 Elgg:)ccm(';r?gxp
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:  House major alterations:  pre-1925, ¢.1925;wings added
CURRENTLY: House fistoric events:  1926-36,home of Billy Mitchell
@garchitectural style(s): @architect: @master builder: @engineer:
Vernacular with Federal elements
@la.ndscape architect/ garden designer: @lnterior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @builder/contractor;

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL: Home of General William '"'Billy'" Michell, exponent of air power, 1926-1936

EVENTS ©

INSTITUTIONAL:
VBl
@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP” Uncoursed fieldstone, 2% stories, L-shaped;

incorporates original 1826 section with

and front and rear l-story

bellcast gabled roof with shed dormer’ front center entrancep
ardSE added yeox | mha $
porches; .pno—ibﬂ&-m;,\win T;nd ell and 1625 :

tren-raited-gattertesy frame-and-stuecoed
outbuildings. Vernacular with Federal elements. Home of Genge—l- William

o
MBilly" Mitchell, +he foremost exponent between WWI and WWII of «she developmt @f a strong.Ameriean air force as an

0. S.
his 1925 courtmartial for accusing

important element of -euwsr-effensive—and-defemsive,military strate followingP
reviewers mlhals__s'__dale_m_"" ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERZPUT ON REVERS




UJ
—&he high military and naval command of'"incompetency, criminal negligence, and almost treasonable administration of

of national defense.'





