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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, built 1838-42 by William A. Howard, is
a large, two-story Roman Revival building which stands at thé principal in-
tersection of Boydton. The courthouse is built of brick laid in Flemish
bond on the front and three-~course American bond with Flemish variant on
the sides, The brickwork was painted white in recent years, giving the
building a more monumental aspect than originally intended. It is five
bays wide and five bays deep and is lighted by large six-over-six sash,
The principal entrance is in the central bay of the gable end, and there
are other doorways in the central bays of the sides. A hexastyle Ionic
portico, with plastered=-brick piers and wooden capitals having angle
volutes, marks the facade, and its modillion cornice is carried around the
entire building.

The interior of the courthouse has been altered. It originally had a two-
story courtroom with a rear gallery, but the space is now divided into two
floors with offices on the first floor and the courtroom on the second.
Little of the original trim survives except for a plain stair in the en-
trance hall.

4 4 5

A two-story Edwardian ell was added to the rear of the building early in
the twentieth century. 1In the process, an unusual apse like that on the
earlier Lunenburg Courthouse, by the same builder, was destroyed.

The courthouse is scenically set in a shaded square surrounded by nine-
teenth-century commercial buildings. It is complemented by a small, turn-
of-the-century brick clerk's office, also painted white, and by the custom=-
ary Confederate monument.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, set in its square at the principal
crossroads of Boydton, is one of an important group of architecturally
related early-nineteenth-century county courthouses in Virginia. Like
most of the others, it is set in a small square with a separate clerk's
office and a later Confederate monument, is located in a small village
established as a result of the courthouse's existence, and is built in a
Roman Revival style influenced by the architectural works of Thomas
Jefferson.

Mecklenburg County and Charlotte County were set off from Lunenburg County
in 1764. In March, 1765, the first court sessions were held at the house
of Richard Swepson, about one-half mile north of the present Boydton. It
was decided at that time that Swepson should erect a proper courthouse for
the county, and a brick and frame building was put up near the site of the
present clerk's office.

Swepson's grandson, Alexander Boyd, Jr., in 1811 donated to the county the
acres of land on which the courthouse and clerk's office stood,

A year later he deeded to a group of trustees fifty acres for a town,
officially chartered by the General Assembly as Boyd Town.

By the 1830s, the county had outgrown its court facilities, and William A.
Howard, the builder of the earlier Lunenburg County Courthouse, began to
erect a new one for Mecklenburg in 1838 and completed it in 1842. With itsg
temple form and red brick with white trim, the courthouse followed the
pattern set by the public buildings designed by Thomas Jefferson, most
notably his courthouses for Buckingham (1823, now destroyed) and Charlotte
(1823) Counties. The recent coat of white paint on the building highlightg
its particular resemblance to Jefferson's Virginia State Capitol at Rich-
mond, with which it shares a hexastyle Ionic portico, modillion cornice,
five-bay facade and side entrances.
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Gaines, William H., Jr., '"Courthouses of Lunenburg and Mecklenburg
Counties," Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 20, Winter, 1971.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

3 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
JUL 17 WIS

Mecklenburg County Courthouse| Mecklenburg County Courthousle

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN

Virginia Mecklenburg Boydton

STREET ANDNUMBER  gouthwest of intersection of Route 58 and Route 92; west side
of Route T707; northwest corner of intersection of Route T707 and Route T756.

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHQTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Virginia Historic Landmarks Virginia State Library,
Commission 15975 Richmond, Va.
NS L
4. IDENTIFICATION ZR A YD aN

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

1 of 1 - View from southeast.

GPO 932.009
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STREET AND NUMBER  gouthwest of intersection of Route 58 and Route 92; west side
of Route T707; northwest corner of intersection of Route T707 and Route T756.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VIRGINIA

Date Entered _ 'mm 1% WIS

Name Location
Burke's Tavern ' Burkeville vicinity
Hottoway County
!mmm Boydton
Mecklenburg County

Also Notified

Hon, Wiiilan 1084 so0ke Dr. Junius R. Pishburne, Jr.
Hon, W, C. (Dan) Daniel Executive Director
Regional Director, Mid Atlantic wwmm

Mnghi Richmond, Virginia 23219

B‘ MMott/row 7/17/75

INT: 2950-75
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Honorable Dan Daniel
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr., Daniel:
Thank you for your letter concerning nomination of the

Mecklenburg County Courthouse, Mecklemburg County, Virginia,
to the National Register of Historic Places,

We are pleased to advise you that the Mecklenburg County
Courthouse was entered in the National Register on July 17.
The enclosed material describes the National Register program.

We appreciate your interest on behalf of historic preservation,

Sincerely yours,

Connally
Associate
Director

Enclosure 77/

“bee: )

Dr. Junius R. Fishburne, Jr,

Executive Director

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219 ) w/c of inc.

Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region)
Director's Reading File
DL /P /PH /PR) / L,Dr, Curry) / LS ) / LS-TWood-Dir. Chron,

FNP:W Reeves:cac:7/18/75
(BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR)




July 11, 1975

Inwwmmw‘rm
concerning inclusion of the Mecklemburg County
Courthouse in the Nationmal Register of Historie
Places,

We apprecizte yowr interest in this matter and
will provide you a reply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,

Gary Everhardt

1S (2)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton: crb:7-11-75
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DAN DANIEL R
5TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA

1705 LONGWORTH BUILDING

WAsHIM, D.C. 20313

(202) 225-4711

COMMITTEE:

Congress of the United States

AR S Pouge of Representatives

Waghington, B.EC. 20515

July 7, 1975

Director

Office of Congressional Relations
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We have been advised by the Virginia
Historic Landmarks Commission that the Mecklenburg

DISIRICT OFFI@ES:

202 PosT OFFICE BUILDING
DANVILLE, VIRGINIA 24541
TELEPHONE: 792-1280

104-A HIGH STREET
FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA 23901
TELEPHONE: 392-6644

County Courthouse has been nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

We shall appreciate your advising when
any action is taken on this.

Very sincerely,

Dan Daniel CE%QQ:ELQZ;\

DD/mwf
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