
DATA SHEET 
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y : 

Mecklenburg 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Mecklenburg County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

, Mecklenburg County Courthouse 
[2. LOCATfON ~ T Z r 

5TREET ANDNUMBER: Southwsst''of Intersection of Route 58 and Route 92: west side 
of Route T707; northwest corner of intersection of Route T707 and Route T756 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boydton 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

F i f t h (W. C. Dan ie l ) 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Mecklenburg 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U N T Y : 

Mecklenburg 117 
1̂. CLASSIFICATION 

U 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

i!CX Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied • 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

) S R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 i Commerc ia t 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta i nmen t 

Government 

[ I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

1 I R e l i g i o u s 

n S c i e n t i f i c 

( I Tronsportation 

• Other (Specify) 

1 I Comments 

U. OWNER OF PROPgRTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mecklenburg County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boydton 
{ $ . C O C A t l O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

V i r g i n i a 23917 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Mecklenburg County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boydton V i r g i n i a 
^ ^ ; p i i ^ l i W T A r i O N f N EXISTING SURVEYS ( 2 ) (see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t #1> 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : ^ I ( Q 

(1) Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory ,^^5^ ' 
DATE OF SURVEY: 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 

1 9 5 8 ^ F e d e r o l • State / t g H - ^ o - y t y ^ x J ^ ^ ^ P 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 

S T A T E : 

D. C. 



7. &eSCRIPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 

-- (Check One) 

K K E x c e l l e n * CH Good • Fa i r 1 1 De te r io ra ted • Ru ins \~\ Unexposed 

(Check One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ^ O r i g i n o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, b u i l t 1,53.8-42 by William A. Howard, is 
a large, two-story Roman Revival building which stands at the pr i n c i p a l i n ­
tersection of Boydton. The courthouse is b u i l t of brick l a i d i n Flemish 
bond on the fro n t and three-course American bond with Flemish variant on 
the sides. The brickwork was painted white i n recent years, giving the 
building a more monumental aspect than o r i g i n a l l y intended. I t is f i v e 
bays wide and f i v e bays deep and i s lighted by large six-over-six sash. 
The p r i n c i p a l entrance i s i n the central bay of the gable end, and there 
are other doorways i n the central bays of the sides. A hexastyle Ionic 
portico, with plastered-brick piers and wooden capitals having angle 
volutes, marks the facade, and i t s modillion cornice is carried around the 
entire building. 

The i n t e r i o r of the courthouse has been altered. I t o r i g i n a l l y had a two-
story courtroom with a rear gallery, but the space is now divided into two 
floors with offices on the f i r s t f l o o r and the courtroom on the second. 
L i t t l e of the o r i g i n a l trim survives except for a pl a i n s t a i r i n the en­
trance h a l l . 

A two-story Edwardian e l l was added to the rear of the building early i n 
the twentieth century. I n the process, an unusual apse l i k e that on the 
ea r l i e r Lunenburg Courthouse, by the same builder, was destroyed. 

The courthouse is scenically set i n a shaded square surrounded by nine­
teenth-century commercial buildings. I t is complemented by a small, turn-
of-the-century brick clerk's o f f i c e , also painted white, and by the custom­
ary Confederate monument. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) #1 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Mecklenburg 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

JUL 1 P W7$ 
(Nambet mil mM»m) 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey 
1975 State 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia code: 51 

5P0 921.724 



jB". SiGNiFfCANCE 

1 

1/1 

OS 

Ui 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

E K " ' h Century 

• 20th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(s) g/̂ ppncab/e anJKnoivnj 1838-42; W i l l i a m A. Howard, Bu i lde r 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

X 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

n E d u c a t i o n 

r~l E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

X K ] Pol i t ical 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I i S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

1 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

n Other (-Specify; 

The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, set i n i t s square at the pr i n c i p a l 
crossroads of Boydton, is one of an important group of ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
related early-nineteenth-century county courthouses i n V i r g i n i a . Like 
most of the others, i t i s set i n a small square with a separate clerk's 
o f f i c e and a l a t e r Confederate monument, is located i n a small v i l l a g e 
established as a res u l t of the courthouse's existence, and is b u i l t i n a 
Roman Revival style influenced by the architectural works of Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Mecklenburg County and Charlotte County were set o f f from Lunenburg County 
in 1764. I n March, 1765, the f i r s t court sessions were held at the house 
of Richard Swepson, about one-half mile north of the present Boydton. I t 
was decided at that time that Swepson should erect a proper courthouse for 
the county, and a brick and frame building was put up near the s i t e of the 
present clerk's o f f i c e . 

Swepson's grandson, Alexander Boyd, Jr., i n 1811 donated to the county the 
acres of land on which the courthouse and clerk's o f f i c e stood, 
A year l a t e r he deeded to a group of trustees f i f t y acres for a town, 
o f f i c i a l l y chartered by the General Assembly as Boyd Town. 

By the 1830s, the county had outgrown i t s court f a c i l i t i e s , and William A. 
Howard, the builder of the ea r l i e r Lunenburg County Courthouse, began to 
erect a new one for Mecklenburg i n 1838 and completed i t i n 1842. With i t s 
temple form and red brick with white t r i m , the courthouse followed the 
pattern set by the public buildings designed by Thomas Jefferson, most 
notably his courthouses for Buckingham (1823, now destroyed) and Charlotte 
(1823) Counties. The recent coat of white paint on the building highlights 
i t s p a r t i c u l a r resemblance to Jefferson's V i r g i n i a State Capitol at Rich­
mond, with which i t shares a hexastyle Ionic portico, modillion cornice, 
five-bay facade and side entrances. 
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As the designated State Liaisoti Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Entered Ĵ L 1^ ^ 
I N T :2 1 0 8 - 74 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 







Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type a// entries • attach to or enclose with map) 
1. NAME 

Mecklenburg County Courthouse 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Mecklenburg County Courthouse 

NUMERIC CODE (Aamlened by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Mecklenburg 
TOWN 

Boydton 

STREET AND NUMBER southwest of int c r s c c t i o n of Route 58 and Route 92; west side 
of Route T707; northwest corner of intersection of Route T707 and Route T756. 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

USGS 7%' quadrangle, 
Boydton, Va. 1968 1:2 

5^ REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROWr 

/ JUL 1 1 1975 '\: 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

GPO 93 2-010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
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Also Notified 

V, IBM) i M t e i 
fttftmntl! OinMiltar« Mid Atlantic •taitet^ 
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¥tflifl<t» SSS19 

PR MMott/row 7/17/75 

I N T : 2 9 8 0 - 7 8 



H34-PR 
JUL 2 4 1975 

7 2> 

\ 

Heaonbl« Dan Daniel 
}{otis« of Representatives 
VashlBgton, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Daniel: 

Thank fou for xour letter concemii^ nonlBation of the 
Mecklenburg County Ccwrthonee. Neckle^urg Ccnm^, Virginia, 
to tbe National Roister of Historic Places, 

i(e are pleased to advise x<m that the Mecklenburs Cowitx 
Courthouse was entered in the Netioial Roister on July 17. 
The enclosed Mterinl describes the National Register progm. 

We appreciate your interest on behalf of historic preservation. 

Sincerely /ours, 

^^«9st Allen Connally 

•Associate. 
Director 

/ 

Enclosure 

bcc: 
Dr. Jiuiius R, Fishburne, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 ) w/c of inc. 

Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region) 
Director's Reading File 
DI / P / PH / PR) / L,Dr. Curry) / LS ) / LS-TWood-Dir. Chron. 

If 

FNP:W Reeves:cac:7/18/75 
(BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR) 



U , 1975 

Se|ll'(UM!Ota^i.TM 

I «M IOOMM to meiaKnamiut jam MI9 f immtaef 

im tiM iKkioaal B«ii|i«t«r fiiatovie 

will ptavUm yen « ngpSar sfc oar MvUlMit onpcvtMity. 

IS (2)) w/incoming 
FNP:CRBraxton: crb: 7-11-75 



D A N D A N I E L . 
8 T H D I S T R I C T , V I R G I N I A 

1 7 0 8 LONOWORTH B U I L D I N O 

WASHiiSroN, D . C . 20S1S 
(202)228-4711 

COMMITTEE: 

ARMED SERVICES Houfiie of ̂ tpttimtntiM 
masif)imion,̂ .€. 20515 

DISXRICT OPFMESs 

202 P O S T O F F I C E BUILXUNG 

DANVIULE, V I R G I N I A 24841 

TELEPHONE: 7 9 2 - 1 2 8 0 

104-A H I G H S T R E E T 

F A R M V I I X E , V I R G I N I A 23901 

TEUEPHONE: 392^6644 

July 7, 1975 

Director 
Office of Congressional Relations 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We have been advised by the V i r g i n i a 
H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission that the Mecklenburg 
County Courthouse has been nominated to the 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

We sh a l l appreciate your advising when 
any action i s taken on t h i s . 

Very sincerely, 

Dan Daniel 

DD/mwf 



^/NR Data lieet 
DATE J 

Reviewer INITIALS: 

NR 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN'FEDERAL REGISTER: MECKLENBURG COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

OTHER KA>'£S: 

L O C ^ I O N ; 

' 'S^Torner of Jet. of U.S. 58 & VA 92 
C I T V / W V N CONGRESbiUNAL DISTRICT 

T l m r H - l - n n VICINITY OF f i f t h 
S T A T ^ y ^ ^ ^ " ; ^ couK<v code ^ ^ 7 
,/Vxrginia , yr 
*^ i / M e c k l e n b u r g 
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unknown .-5 
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_UNEXP0SE0 -Reconstructed 
_Unexcavatef' —Excavated 
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_ M O V E D 

_Unkncvm 

Yes-unres t r i c ted No access Unknown 
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now-
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.' 

architect/m .builder: 

landscapt/garden designer: 
interior decoi'ator: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

N A M E S : 

( l abe l r o l e 
& 

appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

j^uiWe)/cofttrac tor : 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): \ ^ - / f e * / * ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STAJŜ ^ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL . COUNTY 

A C R E A G E , ( to nearest t en th o f an acre) 

OfHWLMENTS: (include architectural Information here) ^ ^Jr\OJpid<-. 

^A/xjt mtu. (johLx. JU\(L uhar)CjL , /adwWu^ d--ohfu^ JjMJKit^ dnuc 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : (maximum two sentenced 
architecturailj^nelate^ "W* 

group of county courthouses patterned after Thomas Jefferson's structures^ 



OMD Af-proviir Hv. ?9 JrOZlS 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

ACTION [2APPUCAI!0N 
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CATION 
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4 . U G A L APPUCANT/RECIPIENT 

». A^ ' -aa l t b i M 

k. OrjuiaUefl Viiil 
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L StiU 

k. Ccatxl Ptnea (A'aau T u c k e r H i l l 

I Commonwealth of Virginia 
: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
t 221 Governor Street 
I Richmond «. taat/tf : 
t V i r g i n i a f.jo»Ceaj: 23219 

(8041 786-3143 
7. T m j E AND DESCRIPTION OF APPUCAiSrS PROJECT P r e s t W O u l d 

fechlenbur.^ County. Phase ITT -. Thi.ĉ  pran^ in the 
imount of $15,000 i s for the restoration and preservar 
tio n of the reair parch of the-Hanor House, the restora­
ti o n of the Summerhouse and the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and ' 
preservation -Qf- the Old Loom House. , 

10. AHEA OF PROJECT IMPACT ISarM* of eiti**, etnniitt. 
StaUt, sie.) 

13. 
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His to r i c .Preservation 

8. TYPE OF APPLICP-NT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stit* 

C-Sjbst>U 

t>-Ctw:tf, 
E-C.?/ 

K-Comminiiy Actisa Aivxy 
I- hit^tr Eduutionil InititutiM 
3- Iniin Trit* 
K-OOwr lSp*afy), 

KnUr ajipropriaU Uttrr 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Su^e Crtfit It-Jnsurmct 
6-{ap;f«i»«its« Crint l-Otl.K Emltr »J>T>T<>. ] 1 
C-U>B friaU UUwr(i) | | A 

12. T f P E OF APPUCATION 
A - H M C-fi*.-Hion l-AuirtiMlirion 
B-Aescxri l>-«oo'j«<uSoo . . . ^. 1 . 

IS . TY?£ OF CHANGS (For « 8 or I««) 

C-lncrftB* Curi!:<y| M / A 
D-CMn»* Our:'..ct> " ' " 
E-Car.Militico 

j;Kf«r appro- I I j I  
' y r i i U U t U r M | | f | 

19 EXISTING FEEERAL IDENTIFICATION HUM3ER 

#51-76-00257-00 

20. FEOEAM. AGENCY TO BECEiVE HEQUEST t̂ f»«#.c::>iStot«iZ/Pc<xJ») Dept. of the I n t e r i o r  
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Ser. , Washington, D. C. 202.4Q 
2 2 . 

THE 
APPLICA.HT 
CERTIFIES 
T K A T J -

2 i 
CERTIFYING 
l tPP .£ . 

SENTATT/E 

2 1 . REMVIKS AODED  

Y « • No 

a. T» tiM t « l et t»awl^5^* >RJ Ulief, 
4 l t l In tSis p<M(^:ciUon/j?>tt<«tiarT art 

iuly luMiorii*! b» tV« fcytnil . i l ljJ)f ef 

t>.i tnicM euuniie«* H tr.t auitt-
•nc* b »ffm*i. 

b. If r^u:r»d by 0V3 Cirtuljr A-95 tMi j;5.'*i!;ofl « » jui : ;?r«i , r-jfsa»nl to I.j- A 'o r . . 
»t«ct i«» th«r«in. to t j j fopr i i t* clwrinibcwi* 1.-4 all r j s ^yuu »x» i th t f iW. 

0-> Dept. of Intergovernmental A f f a i r s 
ta Budget O f f i c e 
•Q^.Govarflor'c O f f i c o . X . : 

o 
D 
• 

Tucker H i l l - State H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Officer 

t3 

c. DATE StCniO 
Y—r non tX day 

19 . . 

7a 17 za_ 
24. AGENCY NAME 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
25. APPUCA* rear nonlA day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 9 - 0 1 - 0 2 

2«. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT HERITAGE 

CONSERVATION & RECREATION SERVICE 
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE GRANTS 

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION 

2 i FEDERAL APPLICATION 
lOENTlfiCATiON 

23. ADDRESS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20243 

30. FEDERAL GRANT 
IDENTIFICATION 

» » . ACTION TAKEN 

^ . . AWMD£D 

P k. R£j£CTtD 

• t . itmjftnTD FOR 

• ». WTWoaxĉ  
53. 

FCOEfUL AGENCY 
A - 9 J ACTION 

32. FUNDING 

t . r£0!.»AL 

b. A'HlCCiT 

e. STAFE 

i . lODU. 

•. CTw-:a 
TOTAL 

15.000 

15.000 xo 

xo 
xo 

30,000 xo 

33. ACTION DATE ^ 19 
STA:»TING 
DATE 19 

35. CONTACT FOR AODITIONAL INrOHM.V 
HON (.Vam« a n i U i t f ^ o i n mum6«r; 

Stephen D. Newman 
202-343-4941 

79-01-01 
33. Tccr t»o»th day 

DATE 19 8 0 - 0 9 - 3 0 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

«. 1.1 tklpj »bo»» irtian, »ny connn'otj mtW 
>>;:»rri. II ilsAcy rtiw<M l> du« ti>i<r (rTriUont 
it hn t«*n M li b*\ni o*i: 

Ol Pxt 1. 0.'/<3 OituUr A-3S. 
b. f f D E M l r . l T i Z I A-95 CfTICIAL ' 

SAME AS #35 


