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U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E * 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E ; 

Virginia 
C O U N T Y : 

Augusta 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

m 2 5 1974, 
1 NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Mt. Torry Furnace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; , mi the George Washipgton  

SW of Waynesboro on Virginia 664 National Forest. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Sixth; M. Caldwell Butler 

yirginia 51 

C O U N T Y : 

August^ 15 
3 CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S A C C E S S I B L E 
T O T H E P U B L I C 

I I D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

I I S i te • S t ruc ture 

Q O b j e c t 

E P u b l i c 

I I P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

( I In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

I I O c c u p i e d 

[X] U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

in p rogress 

Y e s : 

I I R e s t r i c t e d 

U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• N o 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r o l 

{ I C o m m e r c i o l 

r n E d u c a t i o n a l 

r n En te r ta inment 

Government 

I I Indus t r ia l 

I I M i l i t o r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

[ I P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

[ I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f l c 

[~1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

[ 1 Comments 

4 . A G E N C Y 

U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest Service 
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS; (If applicable) 

George Washington National Forest 
C I T Y OR TOWN; 

Hayrisonbuyg 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

210 Federal Building 
S T A T E : 

Virginia 

< H 

H- > 

0 

51 
5, LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Augusta County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

Staunton V i r g i n i a 51 

iSSSREPRgSENTATION jN EXISTING SURVEYS 

C -t 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

N/A 

/ • D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • State I I C o u n t y 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 



7. D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 
I I Excel lent Good • Fa, 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated • Ruins I I Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered Unaltered 

(Check One) 

1 1 Moved S n Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Mt. Torry i s a large pyramid constructed of handlaid stone. No 
mortar was used during construction. The furnace was constructed 
i n 1804. The o r i g i n a l furnace size i s unknown, but i t has been 
recorded i n 1853 that i t s size was 35' x 11'. The 35 feet represents 
the furnace height above the firebox with an i n t e r i o r diameter of 
11 feet. The o r i g i n a l furnace was cold blast and charcoal burning, 
but was converted to a hot blast furnace i n 1853. 

Furnaces of t h i s type were constructed next to a h i l l s i d e so that 
the charge Ciron ore, limestone, and charcoal or coke) could be 
carried or wheeled from the stockpile across a bridge and dumped 
into the stack at the top. A r e l i a b l e source of water was required 
to operate the water wheel which operated the a i r bellows. 

This furnace i s i n good condition. Some preventative maintenance 
work was done some years ago to prevent additional deterioration. 
The s i t e i s now signed so v i s i t o r s have some appreciation for the 
structure and the role i t played i n furthering the i n d u s t r i a l 
movement of our country. 
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^PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n 

I I 15th Cen tu ry 

I I 16th C e n t u r y 

• 17th Cen tu ry 

I I 18th Cen tu ry 

[ 2 19th Cen tu ry 

I I 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I i P r e h i s t o r i c 

1 I H i s t o r i c 

1 1 A g r i cu I ture 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I C o m m e r c e 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I E n g i n e e r i n g 

Fx l Industry 

I I Invent ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

I I Mi l i ta ry 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

I 1 S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i ta r ian 

I I Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (SpecUy) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Mt. Torry Rirnace was one of many furnaces to be constructed during the 
1800* s. Mt. Torry was constructed i n 1804 and wa& operated consistently^ 
u n t i l 1854. After a shutdown period, apprcximately 7 years, operations 
again got underway to supply pig i r o n to the Tredegar Iron Co. i n 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a . In 1863 Tredegar Iron Co. purchased Mt. Torry so 
as to control the entire pig iron output. 

Mt. Torry was put out of blast on June 10, 1864, by Brigadier General 
Duffie, Unipn Army. This report i s as follows: 

"Marching 25 miles this day, I encamped near the mountain i n which 
Tye River has i t s source... Near this camp I caused to be burned 
an extensive furnace for the manufacture of pig iron which had ju s t 
been r e f i t t e d to be used for the benefit of the Rebel Government." 

Plans were made to rebuild the furnace and work was started on new 
machinery at the Richmond plant. The parts were ready on January 10, 
1865, but not i n s t a l l e d u n t i l after the C i v i l War. After t h i s time, 
Mt. Torry Furnace was owned and operated by a host of people and 
f i n a l l y went out of blast i n 1 8 ^ and abandoned soon after. 

OUT f 



9. MAJOR Bt&LiOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

American Iron and Steel Institute Directories 
Personal f i l e s of John D. Capron, Lynchburg, Tirginta 

10, OEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E • ' " Lb f JG i ruD i * ~ 

NW 
Degrees Minutes Seconds 

O > 1 1 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O 1 11 

NE O t M 0 1 1 . 

SE - O t I I o ^ . ! . , . - , ' , " 

SW O 1 1 r O 1 I I 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

' L A T l T O o e 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

78 ° 57 ' 53 " 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

56 • 37 43 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: acres 
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y ' ' S O C j N D A R t E S ' 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 
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C O U N T Y : 

OCT 1 ? 1973 

C O U N T Y : NATICNA! 
REG!$T.:r; 

C O U N T Y : 

\ \ . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

MELVIN L. ANHDLDj Recreation Staff Specialist 
DATE: 

May 11. 1973 
B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S : 

U . S . F o r e s t S e r v i c e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

210 Fp.dp.rfl1. B u i l d i n g 

P H O N E : 

433̂ 2491̂  
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Jtorrisonburg Virginia 51 
12. CERTIFICATION OF NOMIMATION NATIONAL REGISTeR VERIFICATION 

State Lia ison Officer recommendation: 

^ Yes 

• No . 

state Liaiaon Officer Signature 

/ 
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify] 

ing that the State Lia ison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom­

mended level of significance is • National • State 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date / f ^ ' 

Title 
Date 

Keeper of The national Register 

. G P O 9 3 8 - 4 4 9 



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN (THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: / ' 1^ " 
NAME OF PROPERTY W/Jf yj-^VA-x.^ V^-L-L^v^yC^ ̂  (/Ci • 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

1 

2. Location. 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Exi s t i n g Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Lonp.itude (or Latitude) appears 

X-i:- be off by about /.^^rw«^"tL. Please checlc. 
b. Acreage. fyL"^ 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. 

JL Map Coverage. f I ( 7 k A- C-^^^^'^. L .^^^^-A-p [ ^ ^ ^ ( ^ ' 

Other. 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made prior to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above items z\\e.cV.ei>^^^-'J^-^-^-

SIGNED 



WORKING NUMBER /f. l1 . //̂  "̂ /̂:̂  

TECII REVIEW 

4i 
Photos l_ 
Maps / 

CONTROL REVIEW; 

HISTORIAN 

30 I '\ <s 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCFlEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

till-, 
« / 7 / 7 i . 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

c 

National Register write-up .3/^^/7 ' /  

Federal Register entry ^ - 2 y 

Send-back A / A / / 

Re-submit ^ ' /«57 7 ^ 

Entered FEB 2 5 1974 

I N T • 7 4 1 - 7 3 







Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

Z 
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UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

E 

Virginia 
C O U N T Y 

Augusta 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

N A M E 
1 ^ 

nt. Torry Furnace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

u 
=) 
a: 
H 
«/) 
Z 

UJ 
lU 
«/> 

l^tl/^No .uMB.R: Approximatcly iU miles of Waynesboro on VA 664 on lite 
George Washington National Forest 

CITY OR TOWN: 
Waynesboro 

Virginia 
CODE 

-51— 
COUNTY: 

Augusta ;:A,̂r-:. - - - 15 

3. MAP REFERINCe 

USGS 7.5' Sttit,.. Shtrtndo, Virginia 0*̂ ilr«»«U 

1:24.000 
1967 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 





UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

Washington, D.C. 

^ r . Charles A. Herrington 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
iWashington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

National Register nomination material for the Mt. 
Torry Furnace s i t e on the George Washington National 
Forest i n the State of V i r g i n i a i s enclosed. This 
material was returned by you on January 16, 1974, 
for additional information. 

The information requested has been provided, 
continue processing this nomination. 

Sincerely, "~\ 

o^ijV^F. LEROY BOND 
Director of Recreation 

Please 

Enclosures 

620(mi (1/69) 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VIKOXSIA 
FEB 2 5 1974 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Mk. twnj Wvgamtsm iiar—lMW» vlaialty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 8t«t« Hl«t«ri« ffmrnKwrntUm OffiMt 
• M . ViUlMi L. 8«ett Dr. J W U M E . nshb«n«» Jr. 
MM, M. C A U M U tntlmx tamMttvm Director 

•ii^iaia Uatorie Uatearka f iMtwi 
Director, Mid Atlantic Region 221 Qaiwraor 8Cr««t 

ff»1—Hi, Virglaia 2321f 
MMott 2/28/74 

Mr. Leroy F. Bond, Forest Service 
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