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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Catherine Furnace was constructed in 1836. The furnace is pyramid in
shape constructed of handlaid stone without the use of mortar. Originally
the furnace interifor was 8 feet in diameter and 32 feet high above the
firebox. The furnace was designed to be loaded from the top with iron
ore, limestone, and charcoal. Because of design, most all of the
Virginia iron furnaces were built on the side of a hill. Another
necessary ingredient needed in adequate and continuous supply was

water. The water was used to turn a large water wheel which in turn
operated the air bellows.

Catherine Furnace is still in good condition. The service structures
that were once associated with this type of industry are long gone,
but the presence of the stone structure is sufficient to bring back
memories of the days gone by,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This furnace was instrumental in producing high quality pig iron that
was used in the Mexican and Civil Wars. An article that appeared in
Volume 3 of "The Virginias'" states that "During the Mexican War of
1846-1847, every shot fired and shell thrown at the enemy was shipped
from this Furnace." The article further referred to the fact that
this furnace made shells for the Confederacy. History also states
that the furnace was enlarged at the time of the Civil War. Facts
leading to the rebuilding are incomplete at this time. The furnace
could have been destroyed by Union forces and rebuilt or rebuilt to
gain greater efficiency. In either case, the output of Catherine
Furnace greatly increased. ¥For various reasons, the furnace never went
back into blast after the war. It was abandoned in 1885.
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The Virginias, Volume 3, page 90
Personal files of John D. Capron, Lynchburg, Virginia
A short history of Page County, Virginia, by H. M. Strickler, 1952
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COMMON: Catherine Furnance

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

2 miles west of Newport on FDR 685

CITY OR TOWN:
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Virginia » il Page 2 el ¥ ! 39
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PHOTO CREDIT: U. S Forest SerVJ.ce

DATE OoF PHOTO: Unknown

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Supervisor's Office, George Washington NF
Harri sonburg , Virginia
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View showing existing Furnace condition
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20250

2360

0CT 151973

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Rogers:
Enclosed are the original copies of National Register of
Historic Places nomination forms (10-306, 301, 30la and map)
for the following sites on the George Washington National
Forest in the State of Virginia:

--Mt. Torry Furnace

—-—Callie Furnace

--Catherine Furnace

Please consider the sites for nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places.

For additional information about these nominations, please
contact Mr. Gordon Sanford in this office. His telephone
number is 447-3520.

T
5 s N\ WAL ] »’ﬁtg‘\
cerely, \/ r\ A
pal NECFIVENT 7=
A7\ F&E'})Y BOND qg\’iﬁ
Director of Recreation o A '
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

starg VERGINIA

JAN 2 11974

Date Entered

Name

CAllic Furnace

['E:fé:rino Furnace

Sweet Chalybeate Springs

Also Notified

Hon, Harry F. Byrd, Jr.
Hon, William L. Scott

Hon. M. Caldwell Butler
llon. J. Kenneth Robinson
Mr, Gordon Sanford, Forest Service

Director, Mid Atlantic Region

Location’

Glen Wilton vicinity
Botetourt County

Newport vicinity
Page County

Sweat Chalybeate vicinity
Alleghany County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Dr. Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.

Executive Director

Virginia liistoric Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219
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Advisory Council on e i
Historic Preservation
1522 K Street N.W. Frge County .
Washington, D.C. 20005 April 27, 1978

Mr. Zane G, Smith
Director

Division of Recreation
U.S. Forest Service
Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250 -

Dear Mr,. Smith:

We have been informed by Tucker Hill, Virginia State Historic Preservation
Officer that the continued deterioration of Catherine Furnace, Page County,

a property of the U,S, Forest Service, may have an effect on that property
included in the National Register of Historic Places. This effect is re-
cognized as an adverse effect under Section 800,9(e) of the Council's
"Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties'" (36 CFR
Part 800). , /

Please investigate this matter to determine whether you should obtain the
comments of the Council in accordance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat.
1320). Steps to determine this responsibility are set forth in Section
800.4 of the Council's Procedures, A copy of the Procedures is attached.

The Council requests that you report the results of your investigation to
this office at the earliest opportunity. If you have further questions or
require assistance, please call Ms., Amy Schlagel at 202-254-3967.
Thank you for your cooperation.

‘ Sincerely yours,

SIGNED

Myra F, Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance

Enclosure

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation.



Advisory O R -IBe
Council On (’W W NP E
Historic

Preservation

1522 N Street NW.
Washimgton D.C.
20005

LEC 2 6 W78 ' ,‘

Mr. Owen T. Jamison |
Acting Director
Recreation Management
Forest Service -
U.S. Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 2417

Washington, D.C. 20013

Dear Mr. Jamison:

Thank you for your letter of December 6, 1978, deta111ng the
current status of the C

National Farest, Page County, Virginia, a property 1nc1uded in
the National Register of Historic Places. The Advisory Council
is extremely concerned about the serious deterioration of this
structure.

Under Section 2(b) of the Executive Order 11593 "Protection and
Enhancement of the Cultural Environment' of May 13, 1971, Federal
agencies are required to assure that properties under their control
or jurisdiction which may be eligible for inclusion in the National
Register are not "inadvertantly transferred, sold, demolished, or
substantially altered'" without affording the Advisory Council an
opportunity to comment. Furthermore, Section 800.9(e) of the
Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural
Properties' published in the Federal Register of January 25, 1974,
pp.3366-3370, define '"neglect of a property resulting in its deteriora-
tion or destruction" as an adverse effect. (For your convenience

a copy of the Council's Procedures is enclosed.)

Therefore, the Advisory Council requests that the Forest Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, initiate the compliance process
outlined in Section 800.4 of the Council's Procedures. Although
the determination of adversity is made by the Federal agency, in
conjunction with the State Historic Preservation Officer, the
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Counvil wishes to cmphasize the fact that "demolition through neglect"
con=titutes an adverse cffect under the Council's Procedures. We would
be pleased to discuss with your agency measures, such as the construc-

tion of a retaining fence to protect the property, as appropriate
alt.rnatives to mitigate any adverse effect.

Please contact Ms. Amy Schlagel at 202-254-3967 should you have

mv guestions.
Sincerelv,
SIGNED

“wra F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance
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Advisory

Council On
Historic
Preservation
S RV T A D AT « SR R RIS S T SRR
1522 K Street NW.
Washington D.C.
20005
April 5, 1979
Mr. Melvin L. Anhold
Recreation Staff Officer
Forest Service
Department of Agriculture
George Washington National Forest
210 Federal Building
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801
Dear Mr. Anhold:
On March 28, 1979, the Council received your determination
that the stabilization of the Catherine Furnace, Page County,
Virginia. would not adversely affect the Catherine Furnace,
a property included in the National Register of Historic
Places. In accordance with Section 800.6(a) of the Council's
regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director does
not object to your determination.
As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a
copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be included
in any assessment or statement prepared for this undertaking in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and should
be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance with
o Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
o Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800).
wn
2
= Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

#N O‘_/—
L,)c-xQ.mh C. S OAM\U\-JMW\,

/j;{dan E. Tannenbaum
‘Chief, Eastern Office
of Review and Compliance



