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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jonesville Methodist Camp Ground consists of a broad lawn where the
congregation erect their tents, and the permanent pavilion-like auditorium.

The auditorium is set on a slope with its long axis running north-south
The gable roofed structure is seventy-six feet long and thirty-six feet wide
with a shed addition twelve feet in depth on the south end. Large hewn
timber framing, with vertical supports down the center aisle, provide the
main structural system. The walls and gables are sheathed with weatherboard
but the north wall below the gable is open. Both the east and west walls ar
cut into eight panels; each panel is hinged to the plate and may be raised
for ventilation. The panels become shorter at the north end to accommodate
the slope of the hill.

The hill's slope creates a natural amphitheatre effect and simple
wooden pews with slat backs take advantage of this in their placement. The
pews are set on an earth floor, but there is a raised wooden platform
serving as a pulpit at the south end under the shed with a few chairs and
plain solid wooden pews.
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1827-1828
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[ Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jonesville Methodist Camp Ground was established in 1810 as a
place to hold religious revival meetings for the Methodist-Episcopal Church
of Lee County. Early in the nineteenth century there was a surge of
evangelical fervor, and camp grounds such as the Jonesville example were
laid out to accommodate the large numbers who attended the revival services
Because of the democratic aspects of its theology with its emphasis on
individual choice, Methodism attracted numerous adherents in the frontier
areas.

The present, well-preserved camp ground auditorium was built 1827-1828
and is a rare example of the simple frame structures erected to shelter
the revival services. It has been in continuous use since its completion.

The camp ground land was given to the trustees of the Methodist
Church in 1827 by Elkanah Wynn. The appointed trustees included Reverend
Abraham Still, Daniel Dickenson, George Morris, Evans Peery, Henry Thompson
Elkanah Wynn, and James Woodward. The massive oak logs for the auditorium
were hewn by Henry Woodward, David Orr, Reverend Joseph Hasker, and Robert
Wynn. Robert Wynn was a famous revival preacher and held services at
Jonesville. :
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form 15 being rcturned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.
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9. Bibliography. s
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1). Form Prepared By.
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Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.

Cther.
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of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
nccessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteri:
in full.
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common: Jonesville Methodist Camp Ground
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Northwest corner of intersection of Route 652 and Route 58.
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Jonesville vicinity
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PHoTo cREDIT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissi on; Richmond, Virginia

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the southeast.
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Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

JUNIUS R. FISHBURNE, JR.
Executive Director

221 GOVERNOR STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219
TELEPHONE 770-3143

25 October, 1973

Enclosed is the report on Jonesville Methodist
Campground being resubmitted to the National Register of Historic
Places.
Sincerely yours,
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Eleanor Lane
Registrar
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