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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built around 1820 by Michael Higgins and Alexander McCollom, the Bank
Building is Accomack County's best preserved Federal-style commercial
building. Designed along a longitudinal axis, the Bank is a two-story
brick structure above a full basement. Although the southeast facade and
foundations to the off-set watertable were stuccoed and scored to
simulate ashlar masonry at a later date, the remaining walls have their
brickwork exposed. Ornamented with beautifully executed Flemish bond with
king closers around the windows and doors, unadorned wooden lintels with
splayed ends, and an original modillion cornice with a delicately detailed
fretwork frieze, the Bank Building retains a great deal of its original
architectural charm. A single interior-end chimney with a rebuilt stack
serves the rear office. Although the first floor entrance doors have been
altered, an original flush-paneled six-panel door survives on the second
floor level of the southeast facade indicating the arrangement of a now
vanished cat's head and hoist for the raising of merchandise to the second
floor storage area. Directly over the second floor door in the gable end
is an exceptionally fine period fanlight with a simply molded architrave
and unadorned wooden keystone. Access to the cellar is gained through an
early, though rebuilt, shed bulkhead entrance.

The interior trim of the Bank Building has been masked on the first
floor by modern alterations, although it reputedly retains an early ogee
cornice behind the present veneer of sheet rock. The mantel in the present
office while reflecting the original period of construction is not original
to the building, but was moved from a dismanteled early-nineteenth-century
office. Because of its use as a storage area the second floor interior was
originally left roughly finished.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built by Michael Higgins and Alexander McCollom shortly after their
joint purchase of a quarter-acre lot in Drummondtown in 1819, the Bank
Building originally housed one of Accomack County's principal mercantile
enterprises. In 1825 Michael Higgins died intestate and McCollom purchased
his partner's interest from the heirs. Four years later in his own will,
McCollom specified that the store continue in operation until his son James
came of age and was able to assume the financial responsibility of these
two operations.

After several subsequent ownerships, the Bank Building, referred to
in property title by this time as the Brick Store, was purchased in 1867 by
Dr. Edward Young. Dr. Young in turn willed the building to his granddaughter
Sarah and her husband Thomas W. Blackstone. Blackstone established his
banking business there, and this gave the building its present name. Until
its merger with the Eastern Shore Citizens' Bank of Onancock, Thomas
Blackstone's bank was a privately owned banking enterprise. The Bank
Building is now owned and maintained by the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce.

Beautifully preserved, the Bank Building is one of Virginia's finest
high-style Federal-period commercial buildings. With its delicate exterior
detailing and interesting treatment of interior spaces the structure survives,
despite minor alterations, as an extremely refined illustration of the
combination of pragmatic mercantile requirements with early-nineteenth -
century architectural style.
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State (X Local [7]

T o 0

National

ATTEST:
Junius R.l.fishburne, I '6irector /
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission =
Title
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