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UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type a l l entr ies — complete a p p l i c a b j e ^ s ^ ^ j ^ ^  

\h NAME "~~ / 3 ^ % r ^ ^ < ^ 7 H 

VIRGINIA 
C O U N T Y : 

NANSEMOND 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

2 5 

C O M M O N : 

GLEBE CHURCH 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

BENNETT'S CREEK CHURCH 

OCT a 

7. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : / / ' . i ««. f i .C * .» ie i 

-N-fllde u£ R t . 337. " ewa:-th--ittrr-t'25-y-' 
ITV^OR TOWN: f j f z 

' •Brfver v i c i n i t v (Watkins M . A b b i t t . Four th D i s t r i c t Congressman) 

Virginia -11. 12X 
a. CLASSIFICATION 

t o 
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UJ 

UJ 

C A T E G O R Y 

f C h e c * One) 

• D i s t r i c t X ] B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

^ P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

{ I In P r o c e s s 

[ I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

B O c c u p i e d 

1 I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

\ 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

i I E d u c a t i o n a l 

r~l En te r ta inment 

I I Gove rnmen t 

[71 Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[771 M u s e u m 

• Park 

[771 Privatte R e s i d e n c e 

R e l i g i o u s 

I t S c i e n t i f i c 

C7] T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Other r s p e c f f y ; 

[ I Comments 

f 4 , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Vestry (The Reverend H. Kennickell) 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P . 0 . Box 318 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Driver 
(S LOCATION O F " L E G A L D E ' S C R I P T I O N " 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Nansemond County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

S u f f o l k 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Virgiaia. 31. 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey Inventory 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1958 F e d e r a l • State I I C o u n t y Q L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r v o f C o n e r e s s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

W a s h i n g t o n D . C . 11 
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:;7. D E S C R f P T l O N 

CONDITION 
• Excellent ® Good • Fair 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated • Ruins r~1 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

g Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved | Y | Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H t P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^Glebe Church l i e s above the west fork of Bennett's Creek about 
half a mile east of Driver on Route 337 i n Nansemond County. The brick 
rectangular building i s covered by a nineteenth century gable roof with 
wooden pedimented gable ends, and measures 48'6" X 25'4". A modern one-
story gable roof addition adjoins the church on the north by a breezeway, 
and a small vesting room made from the bricks of an early but not o r i g i n a l 
north wing has been added on the west. The church's east-west orientation 
has been changed; the chancel i s now i n the west end. The walls are l a i d 
i n Flemish bond with glazed headers above the bevelled water table and 
English bond below. Rubbed brick suggests quoins at the corners and marks 
jambs of windows. The windows are topped with brick segmental arches, and 
are f i t t e d with nineteenth century colored glass. Queen closers are 
employed at the corners, but occur i r r e g u l a r l y at the windows and doorways. 
There has been extensive repair and repointing of the w a l l s , due i n part to 
the removal of the north wing i n 1856. ^The windows and doorways have been 
altered frequently, but at present there are three windows on the south, two 
on the north and one small window high i n the west w a l l . The large windows 
have been lowered at the s i l l s . A segmental arch surmounts the marble 
plaque and l i n t e l over the east doorway. The north doorway and the doorway 
into the vesting room are twentieth century features. The church's 
i n t e r i o r retains no o r i g i n a l f a b r i c . At present the raised chancel l i e s i n 
the west end of the building with a door to the vesting room opening behind 
the Gothic a l t a r screen. A small vestibule with a room on either side and 
divided from the sanctuary by a tongue-and-groove p a r t i t i o n i s located under 
the gallery i n the east end. The walls and the segmentally arched c e i l i n g 
are panelled with diagonal tongue-and-groove board. There i s graining on 
the west door frame and marbelizing on the baseboard. 
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j l . S I G M I F I C A N C E 

U 

\-
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 CD 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

[ j J 18th Cen tu ry 

• 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (It Applicable and Known) 1737-1738 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

X H A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I i Invent ion 

( 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

K l R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

i i Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i ta r ian 

[ I T h e a t e r 

i 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

Seventeenth Century Nansemond County was divided into three parishes. 
The predecessor of the present Glebe Church, b u i l t around 1643, was the 
parish church of the East or Lower Parish. Lower Parish and Chuckatuck 
Parish were united into Suffolk Parish i n 1725, as they could not continue 
to support separate ministries and ves t r i e s . 

On account of dissension within the parish, i t was necessary to take 
the matter of a new church i n the former Lower Parish area to the V i r g i n i a 
Council. The Council i n 1737 decided that because of "... the ruinous 
condition of the Church b u i l t . . . i n the part formerly called the lower 
parish," i t was "...Resolved and Agreed to build a new Brick Church...." 
The new church, the present Glebe Church, was erected i n 1737-1738, and 
apparently was regarded as the parish church of Suffolk Parish, and was 
o r i g i n a l l y known as Bennett's Creek Church. In 1759, the church was 
enlarged by the addition of a north wing. The church was also o u t f i t t e d 
with a north gallery as well as with a private hanging pew i n the southeast 

At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the congregation, when 
confronted by the Reverend John Agnew with the s i n of d i s l o y a l t y , ordered 
the minister to leave the pulpit and never return. Agnew l e f t and later 
became the regimental chaplain of the Queen's Rangers. 

After the Disestablishment, Bennett's Creek Church retained i t s glebe 
lands on the grounds that they had been a private donation to the church 
and not purchased by the vestry. Since that time, i t has been known as 
Glebe Church. The three hundred acre glebe on the east side of the 
Nansemond River i s s t i l l church property, and the income from i t i s shared 
by Glebe and nearby Chuckatuck (St. John's) Churches. The abandoned church 
was i n ruins u n t i l 1856, when the north wing was removed and the brick used 
to repair the building and to add the vesting room. The church was re­
oriented at this time, and a gallery added i n the east. 

Glebe Church survives as one of two co l o n i a l churches remaining i n 
Nansemond C o u n t j Because i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l Glebe lands, the 
church i s an important h i s t o r i c r a r i t y , 
noted for i t s fine c o l o n i a l brickwork. 

Although altered, the building i s 





PLKA^JlT RETUiiN THIS FORM WHEN TUE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: 
NAME OF FROPERTY s2^^k/^^ Pj^M^yC^. ^/a. 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates, 

b. Acreage. 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

L-'^Map Coyerag 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked 

SIGNED: 



PLEASE RKTUI^N THIS F01J:M WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESURMITTED. DATE: fS/^ J PLEASl' RKTUI^N THIS F0y:M WHEN THE PROPER^ 
N,^^iE•Oi? PROPERTY / j j ^ (LL^, Vfl 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description, 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys, 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography, 

10. Geographical Data. \ J L n 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. j^AAMuJu ix> >:.̂ ,̂ e-AÂ ê  

b. Acreage. 

(ahh..at cmUct ^i^^^^^ 
11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

Ma^ Coverage. Pi/e^.^ji JA^.^ thi t^^fArfA/-^ /'A , ^ 

Other, 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked 

SIGNED 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

VIRGINIA 
C O U N T Y 

NANSEMOND 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E J B a a 

MAY 8 5 W — 
D A T E 

m NAME 

C O M M O N : GLEBE CHURCH 
AND/OR HISTORIC: BENNETT'S CEEEK CHURCH 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

N side of Rt. 337. .2 mi. E of intersection with Rt. 125 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Driver v i c i n i t y 

Virgin ia 
3. MAP R E F E R g N C e 

J l . 

C O U N T Y : 

Nan semi 123 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S . 7%' quadrangle Bowers H i l l , Virginia 
1:24000 
1965 

4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3 . La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered MAY e 5 

Name Location 

St» Peul*© Church 

GicbQ Ci:urch 

Oak tavm 

Carolln© Coui%fcy Court iloueo 

O.̂ eRS v i c i n i t y 
Itiiig Ceorncs Cioutity 

ijrlver vici t t l ty 
I'.SR.'senond Couaty 

amrlot tcHvi l lo (city) 

Carolina Ccmaty 

Also Notified 

Hon, Ilfirry F, Byrd, J r . 

I'.oa» Sfanford I arr is 
Hoc, FO"Crfc r a c i a l , Jr» 
Koa, J» i-f'i!.ne£h i'.oliir.eon 
Director, Mortheast Region 

Flip iiuowland: jcc 6/7/73 

T>r« Junius P., Fiehbum®, Jv* 
j.'xcscutlve Blrector 
Virgin in isistoric Iiandraarks 

Cctrrilcsion 
Btntc .:i.ith Street Off ice 

i,icin:s?nd, Vi rg in ia 23219 


