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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Virginia 
C O U N T Y : 

Rockingham 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

}. NAME i> ' I ' " " V ' ' ' I 

OCT 3, tjgj. 
' • • . i 

C O M M O N : 

Xtte Baxter House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

j i . LOCATfON 
S T R E E T A N Q N U M B E R : 

Eo«te-42, North of Edom 
C I T Y O R T O W N : C O N G j R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Seventh; J , Kenneth Robinson 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Rockingham 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U N T Y : 

Rockingham 165 

0£ 

lU 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t 3 B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b i e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

E P r i v a t e 

• B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ I In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

C i O c c u p i e d 

[ I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• N o 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I .Commercial 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inmen t 

I I Gove rnmen t 

i I I ndus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I M u s e u m 

• P a r k -, 

W P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

• T r a n s p o r t o t i o r y ^ v A l S - ' ^ * ™ ^ ^ * ? 

• Other r S n e c l i C ^ y r ^ ^ < / X 

[4, OWNER OF PROPgRTY JUL %%_W, « 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mr. Leonard Myers 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

R̂oute. 3- RH • / 

REGISTER ^^/^ 

C l T Y O R T O W N : 

t. tOCATJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Rockingham County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D NUMBER: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Harrisonburg 
»Ef?f?iSENTATigN fN EXISTtNG SURVEYS 

Virginia 
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T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks CommiH.sion 
1̂ 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 3 Q F e d e r a l g ] State I I C o u n t y Q L o c a l 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Room 1II6, 9th Street State Off ice Building 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Richmond Virg in ia 51 



{7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good g ] F a i r • De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

fChec fc OnoJ 

B Alt e red I I U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

Q M o v e d O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n O W n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Baxter House, a fine example of an eighteenth century Valley log 
house, was u n t i l recently sheathed with mid-nineteenth century board and 
batten siding. Now that the siding has been removed, the excellently 
preserved log constraction i s c l e a r l y evident. 

The single p i l e , double-pen dwelling consists of two abuted two-bay 
two-story log structures set on limestone foundation. A frame board-and-
batten shed addit ion covers the north side. The house's eastern section 
or pen i s roughly-squared hewn log with half dovetail notching and rock-
and-daub chinking. The western pen, however, i s of c a r e f u l l y finished 
logs with f u l l dovetail notching. The logs are closely f i t t e d so as to 
need no chinking. The logs of the western newer section are spliced ?'.nto 
the side wall of the older portion. A four bay porch shelters part of 
the south facade. The chimney of dressed, coursed, native limestone has 
curved tapered shoulders. Wooden double-hung windows have six-over-six 
sash and are surrounded by simple frames. The door frames are p l a i n ; the 
western pen door has two panels, the eastern pen door has a large square 
l i g h t . Galvanized metal covers the gable roof. 

Each pen consists of a single room with a door leading from the 
exterior i n each room and the north shed addition i s divided into two 
rooms. The enclosed s t a i r ascends i n the southwest corner of the eastern 
pen. • 

The Baxter House is set just west of Route 42 i n the r o l l i n g h i l l s of 
the L i n v i l l e Creek area. The house faces south, down the creek, and is 
shaded by several sizable trees. 

St/ 

m 

n 

o 
z 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

1 I P r e - C o l u m b i a n | LD 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

S 18th Cen tu ry 

|X] 19th Centu ry 

• 20th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SI GNI Fl c ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

r~l C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c o t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I Invent ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y . , 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l -

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

I 1 S c i e n c e 

[ I Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other CSpec f f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T 0 , F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Baxter House exhibits some of the finest log construction to be 
found i n V i r g i n i a . The later west section of the double-pen dwelling has 
rare f u l l dovetail corner notching f i t t e d with a precision usually re­
served for fine furniture. The logs themselves are so uniformly dressed 
and f i t t e d that no chiiiking i s required. Tradition has i t that this 
f i n e l y crafted portion of the house was b u i l t with the aid of nearby-
German craftsmen. 
' * ' The o r i g i n a l or east section is more t y p i c a l of the log houses b u i l t 
by the Scotch-Irish s e t t l e r s i n the Valley. Although well constructed i t 
has half-dovetail corner notching and bands of chinking between the logs. 
The curve-tapered limestone chimney, however, i s an outstanding example of 
early Valley masonry. Another unusual feature i s the abuting of the two 
sections with spliced logs. 

The o r i g i n a l portion of the house was probably b u i l t i n the late 
eighteenth century by George Baxter, a Scottish immigrant,with the west 
section added a few years l a t e r . County records show that Baxter owned 
as mjuch as 1196 acres around the house i n 1789. The family became 
prominent i n the Valley. George Baxter's son, George A. Baxter, served 
as President of Washington College, now Washington and Lee University, 
from 1799 to 1829. i 
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OEOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

S E 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T ' J D E C O O _ R D J N A T S 5 
D E F I N I N G T H c L t i - J T E R P O I N I O F A P H O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

38° 33' 20-

L O N G I T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

78° 50 ' 09 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 .5 acres. 
j L l S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

n. FORM PREPARgO BV 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

V i r g i n i a H i s to r i c Landmarks Commission S ta f f 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U MBER: 

July, 1973 

Room 1116, Ninth Street Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond, 
12. STATE LIAiSON OFFICER CfeRTJFICAl ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and proceckjres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State [ 5 Loca l • 

Name 
Junius 
Vi rg in^ 

Tit le 

, " ^ i s ^ aurne', J r . , u i rector 
H i s to r i c Landmarks Commission 

Oate 
JUL 17 1973 

V i r g i n i a 
NATIONAL RtOJ$TER VgfttFtCATIOM 

I hereby certify that this property is included i n the 

National Register, 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and HistaAc Preservatior 
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WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
Photos  
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CONTROL REVIEW 
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73 
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3 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
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Re-submit 

Entered OCT 3 1973 















z 
o 

u 

0£. 

I-
«/> 
Z 

UJ 

IIJ 

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Rockingham 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

3 m 

COMMON: The Baxter House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Route 42, north of Edom 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : _ 

Rockingham / ^ Q ^ I Q / / / ^ , 
C O D E 

Virginia 51 

C O U N T Y : _ 

Rockingham / ^ Q ^ I Q / / / ^ , 165 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

^tf.^.G.S. 7-̂ ' quadrangle Broadway, V i r g i n i a 
JUL. 

g 3 19^3 V S C A L E : 1 ; 2 4 , 0 0 0 

7^: I9S7 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIOMAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered OCT 3 m 

Name Location 

L - l i i X i t : 

Cca-itco 

C-lcucc c'-.e.r Ct-ur.Ly Court hofuse 
£;:r-:.:r.; > ' l r tcr ic D i s t r i c t 

C?.?,:'ron v i c i n i t y 
rrVithrrv'tcn Ccv.nty 

r-'ora v i c i n i t y 
ni-rhiuoh"""- County 

Fp,2.i-^uth 
r frnf.-̂ ox-J? Cf.-urxty 

Glcucecl-er County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Loi i . F. ^ j z d , J r . 

RDl-'^ri. D r - i i s l , J r . 
r m . J . K-'iaauiU Robinson 
Hon, ILoT: ji<; IJ, r..:..-vJ.ng 

Di rec to r , Northeast Region 

.S*:ot* Vif;tr>rin t>rA,rr<.rrv-^tion Of,ficor 

'''•t.t";*T;iv-A ">1 V'." r^oT 

Vi''>T.lnlo, 'AiKtortcj I,'?T''r.''''»jr'<,7 C";"n;ii?.9:iO: 

iiiclr:.oad, V i r c i n i a 

PHR MMott 10/4/73 


