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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baxter House, a fine example of an eighteenth century Valley log
house, was until recently sheathed with mid-nineteenth century board and
batten siding. Now that the siding has been removed, the excellently
preserved log construction is clearly evident.

The single pile, double-pen dwelling consists of two abuted two-bay
two-story log structures set on limestone foundation. A frame board-and-
batten shed addition covers the north side. The house's eastern section
or pen is roughly-squared hewn log with half dovetail notching and rock-
and-daub chinking. The western pen, however, is of carefully finished
logs with full dovetail notching. The logs are closely fitted so as to
need no chinking. The logs of the western newer section are spliced imto
the side wall of the older portion. A four bay porch shelters part of
the south facade. The chimney of dressed, coursed, native limestone has
curved tapered shoulders. Wooden double-hung windows have six-over-six
sash and are surrounded by simple frames. The door frames are plain; the
western pen door has two panels, the eastern pen door has a large square
light. Galvanized metal covers the gable roof.

Each pen consists of a single room with a door leading from the
exterior in each room and the north shed addition is divided into two
rooms. The enclosed stair ascends in the southwest corner of the eastern
pen. o

The Baxter House is set just west of Route 42 in the rolling hills of

the Linville Creek area. The house faces south, down the creek, and is
shaded by several sizable trees.
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The Baxter House exhibits some of the finest log construction to be
found in Virginia. The later west section of the double-pen dwelling has
rare full dovetail cormer notching fitted with a precision usually re-
served for fine furniture. The logs themselves are so uniformly dressed
and fitted that no chinking is required. Tradition has it that this
finely crafted portion of the house was built with the aid of nearby
German craftsmen.

The original or east section is more typical of the log houses built
by the Scotch-Irish settlers in the Valley. Although well constructed it
has half-dovetail corner notching and bands of chinking between the logs.
The curve~tapered limestone chimney, however, is an outstanding example of
early Valley masonry. Another unusual feature is the abuting of the two
sections with spliced logs.

The original portion of the house was probably built in the late
eighteenth century by George Baxter, .a Scottish immigrant,with the west
section added a few years later. County records show that Baxter owned
as much as ;1196 acres around the house in 1789. The family became
prominent in the Valley.. George Baxter's son, George A. Baxter, served
as President of Washington College, now Washington and Lee University,
from 1799 to 1829.
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Royster C. Lyle, Jr. "Log Comstruction in the Valley of Virginia', Discovery

APVA Vol. III, No 2. (Fall 1971).

Fred Kniffer, "On Corner Timbering" Pioneer America, Vol. 1. No. T
(January, 1969).
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