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\ 
The o r i g i n a l portion of the Dinwiddie County court house i s 

a two-story, brick temple-form structure approximately 37' wide 
and 78' long including the front portico. Designed i n a simple 
Greek Revival s t y l e , the front and side bays are framed with 
Greek"Doric" p i l a s t e r s supporting a Greek Doric entablature 
without t r i g l y p h s . The center bay of the three-bay facade i s 
widened, making the p i l a s t e r s appear paired rather than evenly 
spaced. The portico columns echo t h i s spacing.^ 

As o r i g i n a l l y completed i n I851 the court house apparently 
was the more t y p i c a l one-level building instead of being the 
present two-level one. A court order of November I858, however, 
resolved that the building was to be so remodeled as to have 
". . .three rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r for Clerk's o f f i c e and 
s h e r i f f s o f f i c e & peoples room — a court room and two Jury on 
the 2nd f l o o r - - and that the materials of the old clerks o f f i c 
be used i n the said work. . ." This remodeling was interrupted 
by the War between the States, and the incompleteness of the 
project was noted by General P h i l i p Sheridan i n his I865 
description of the court house v i l l a g e . Sheridan observed that 
the roof was t o t t e r i n g under "the unusual burden on new repairs 
and improvements thereupon. . ." He further mentioned the large 
timbers placed to brace the building's eaves while the remodeling 
was being carried out. He confirmed the fact that the building 
was divided into two stories by that time with his description 
of the i n t e r i o r spaces. A contemporary engraving showing 
Sheridan at Dinwiddie Court House i l l u s t r a t e s the building with 
a two-run divided s t a i r leading up to a second-floor door i n the 
center of the facade. The top landing i s shown serving as both 
a small balcony and a shelter for the f i r s t - f l o o r entrance. 
This exterior s t a i r apparently lasted for l i t t l e more than a 
couple of decades as i t was replaced before the turn of the 
century by an i n t e r i o r s t a i r . A small iron balcony now occ 
the former position of the s t a i r ' s top landing. I f indee 
court house o r i g i n a l l y had only one l e v e l , i t i s assumed 
the side bays were altered during the I858 renovation to/ 
t h e i r present two-tiers of windows to r e f l e c t the new t^S^lesfe!^ 
scheme. v"̂  

During the early part of the present century the bui\Usra.p: 
i n t e r i o r was further altered so that most of the present Ih.^^ 
trim such as window and door architraves, doors, f l o o r i n g , a: 
f i x e d furniture dates from that time. The court room's handsome 
stamped-metal c e i l i n g also belongs to the e^]jjziMexitiethj:ient\xr^ 
period. I t was during t h i s period that the building was f i r s t 
painted gray rather than i t s former red. 

The building received two additions during the §aî __JL53.Q,'_s 
A two-story wing was placed on the rear, and a one-story wing 
with gable roof was attached toward the rear of the east side i n  
1933. The new east wing was b u i l t to correspond with the one-
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story west wing which o r i g i n a l l y was a free-standing building be­
lieved to pre-date the court house. The o r i g i n a l function of 
th i s early structure i s uncertain, although most probably i t waa 
law o f f i c e . I t s facade i s l a i d i n Flemish bond, and i t s openings 
o r i g i n a l l y were topped by f l a t splayed-brick arches. The wing's 
openings, trim and roof p i t c h were altered to make i t conform 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y to the east wing. 

The court house did not receive i t s portico u n t i l 1933 when 
i t was erected as part of a C i v i l Works Administration project. 
The Doric order of the o r i g i n a l portion was carried.into the 
portico making i t a harmonious addition. 

The setting of the court house i s enhanced by a broad lawn 
i n front which slopes down to the highway (U.S. Route 1). The 
lawn i s planted with shade trees, and on i t s eastern edge i s the 
1904 Clerk's Office. Behind the court house i s the e^arly twe^ntie 
"centu'̂ y°"'3:irerIIT''s0|l£i5̂  ^-^^CAS^il• the east of the compIexTTs 
the smalT'Trame"~¥piscopâ ^̂  noted by Sheridan. 
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The Greek Revival-style Dinwiddie County Courthouse 
stands as the a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l f o c a l point of i t s 
venerable Southside county. Set at the head of i t s broad lawn 
the d i g n i f i e d building has housed the county's government and 
courts since i t was completed i n I85I. 

The destruction of many of Dinwiddle's early records 
during the War between the States has l e f t the history of the 
county's e a r l i e r court houses obscure, but i t i s thought that 
the very f i r s t courts were convened near Petersburg. However, 
the e a r l i e s t known court house was located about a half-mile 
northwest of the present building. This court house burned i n 
1821, and i t i s assumed that the court house location was 
moved i n that year to the present s i t e . An unpretentious 
frame building i s thought to have been the immediate predecessc|r 
of the present structure. 

The frame building proved inadequate, and on February 7, 
1849 the County Court advertized for bids on the building of 
"a new brick Court House." Completed i n two years the new 
building was described i n a l e t t e r by Dr. James Bolsseau of 
Dinwiddie to Judge James Bolsseau of the University of V i r g i n i a 
"The Court House has been fin i s h e d and was received by the 
Court on Monday I t i s a very neat and tasty building; 
externally i t does great credit to the builder, but some of 
the i n t e r n a l arrangement i s very bad and does not speak so 
well for them as the former." Some of the inconveniences of 
the i n t e r n a l arrangement noted by Dr. Bolsseau provided 
s u f f i c i e n t reason for a major remodeling of the i n t e r i o r just 
seven years after i t s completion. In November of I858 the 
County Court resolved that the building was to be so remodeled 
as to have "three rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r for Clerk's o f f i c e 
and s h e r i f f s o f f i c e & people room — a court room, and two jury 
rooms on the 2nd f l o o r — and that the materials of the old 
clerks o f f i c e be used i n the said work. . ." 

This a l t e r a t i o n was interrupted by the War between the 
States, and i t was during t h i s period that the court house 
witnessed i t s most s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c events. In March of 
1865 Union General P h i l i p Sheridan, bringing his troops from 
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noted: 

The court-house betokened a more modern appearance 
than the specimens of r u r a l a r c h i t e c t u r e surrounding i t , 
and was b u i l t of red b r i c k , f r e s h l y painted. The r o o f , 
as though t o t t e r i n g under the unusual burden of new r e ­
p a i r s and improvements thereupon, was b o l s t e r e d up by 
immense timbers supporting i t s eaves. The court-room, 
i n the upper s t o r y , formed a most e x c e l l e n t p u b l i c 
dormitory, and the various l e g a l and county o f f i c e s , on 
the f i r s t f l o o r , gave employment to many a wandering 
s o l d i e r . The f l o o r s were i r r e v e r e n t l y strewn with 
a b s t r a c t s of t i t l e , venerable mortgages, copies of deeds, 
and other such i n t e r e s t i n g matter as appertains to a 
county c l e r k ' s o f f i c e . This being one of the ol d e s t 
counties i n V i r g i n i a , many of the documents were yellow 
with age, some bearing date as f a r back as the time of 
Governor Dinwiddie, and, f o r aught I know, f u r n i s h i n g 

^ golden o p p o r t u n i t i e s to the American a n t i q u a r i a n . 

^ Although the court house has been a l t e r e d and added to over 
the years, i t preserves i t s simple ante-bellum d i g n i t y . I t s 
s e t t i n g has changed l i t t l e i n character from the time that 
Sheridan's troops camped on the square. 
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Dr. William J . Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the In t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and 6 Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

MflD 5 1973 I-

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed i s the report on Dinwiddie County Court 
House for nomination to the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely yours. 

Eleanor Lane 
Registrar 

EL:sk 

Enc. 
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MasiUmton, 20515 

March 13, 1973 

Mr. Ronald Walker, Director 
The National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. WSalker: 

Your attention is called to the attached copy of a nomina­
tion form in an effort to see thatJ^jnwlddie County Courthouse 
is added to the National Register of Historic i;*laces. The en-
closed is self-explanatory. 

I vant you to know of my keen Interest In seeing that considera­
tion is given to recognizing this historic structure and would 
appreciate your office keeping me advised of action taken. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely, Sincerely, 

Robert W, Daniel, Jr, 
E n d . 
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