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CONDITION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL CHAPEL - Architectural Description

The Confederate Memorial Chapel is a white frame, Gothic Revival
structure with a clipped gable roof of grey tin and a belfry. The: crnci=
form chagel is entered by two doors on the northern end, which has a
shlngled porch with "carpenter Gothic" arches. In the gable and above the
porch is a half-lancet window, and there are full- 1ength lancet windows

down each side of the chapel. The intersecting transept has two lancet
windows and an oculos in the gable ends. The two windows over the altar
can be seen from the back of the chapel. The moulded cornice under the

eaves continues even into the gable ends.

The interior of the chapel has two side aisles with dark-stained
wooden pews down the center of the nave and in the transepts. The apse is
demarcated by one large lancet arch flanked by two smaller ones, all outlined
in dark wood. The same trim is used around all the windows and doors.
The floors are narrow-width pine, and the roof is exposed, beaded pine
sheathing with moulded beams every six or eight feet. There are eight
eommemoratlﬁe stained glass windows in the interior of the chapel, all
dating from the nineteenth century and dedicated to soldiers and/or
battallons of the Confederacy.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL CHAPEL- Significance

In 1883, the R. E. Lee camp of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans was organized to provide for the needs of former Confederate
soldiers. Soon afterwards, the camp became the Confederate Soldiers Home,
which, in its heyday, cared for close to 300 pensioners.

In 1887, the interdenominational frame chapel was dedicated
to the memory of the Confederate dead. It was constructed with contri-
butions from the veterans themselves at a time when money was scarce
throughout the South. Marion J. Dimmock, Sr. was the architect of the
small Gothic Revival building and Joseph F. Wingfield the builder. It was
used until the last of the veterans died in 1941. At that point, fifteen
of the buildings in the Soldiers Home complex were destroyed, and the land
and the chapel were deeded to the Commonwealth of Virginia for perpetual
maintenance as a Confederate Memorial Park. The chapel was used less and
less and only by small congregations. The frequent turnover in occupancy
and the limited financial abilities of the congregations meant that it
gradually fell into disrepair.

In 1960, a group of concerned citizens formed a committee to
sponsor the restoration of the chapel. Headed by Mrs. James Branch
Cabell, the citizens appealed to the governor for funds to repair the
deteriorated wood flooring and steps, the sagging, cracked stained-glass
windows, the belfry, and the many other dilapidated parts. Money from the
State was forthcoming and additional public support made restoration
possible in 1960 and 1961.

During the Civil War Centennial, more than fifteen denomina-
tions held services in consecutive months in the chapel. Other than
sporadic use, it was idle after that until St. Timothy's Angli
took it over for their services in 1970.
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Virginia Cavalcade, Volume 10, No. 3, Winter, 1960- 61, pp. 23-28
"The Confederate Memorial Chapel” by Ulrick Troubetzko
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State

National

Title V&'

Historic Landmarks Commission

NOV 16 1971

Date

National Register.

FEB 2 81972
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common: Confederate Memorial Chapel

AND/OR HISTORIC: »C £ de_ ate Memorial “Cha el

STREET AND NUM BER:
2900 Grove Avenue
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Virginia
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51
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SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7%' quadrangle

Richmond, Virginia/<
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2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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1964 . .
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Name Location
The Glebe Axlington County
Welbourne ‘ Micclebuyy vicinity

Ioucoun County
Lunenburg Court houss Preservetion Zone Lauwnburyg County
Hervert doure Ry ton

Castle 1{ill Cizsont vicinity
Mbekarie Oounty

Rarrett ¥ suna Richmond

Howard's Neck Perberton vicinity
Cocehland County

Beverley dMill Plains vicinity
Prince William County
LCo/nfﬁderate Nemorial Chagpel Richmond
Droad Street stacion Pilchnond
Crozat Houseo Richmond
Sears House Staunton

Also Notified

state Liaison Officex

rithhe RIS ?yw.(} JI,'.'Jr. Mr. Jaacs W. ioody, Jr.

Hon. Jocl %, Frowaill Cralzuan

Por, %4lliza L. Scott virginia Bistoric Lanluarks Connission
fon. #aikinsg it hlliitt State isiutn Street Cifice Buildiing -
ffon. Thomas u. Lowning Yeom 1106

Kon. J. Kenneth Ropinson Richmond, Virginia 23219
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VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION

Norfolk (Continued)

Norfolk Academy Building - change in ownership, classification, condition
Norfolk Chamber of Commerce
Norfolk, Virginia (code: 51)

delete 'Public Ownership' and replace with 'Private Ownership'
has been restored

Whittle House - Historic Name correction

Correct Historic Name: Taylor-Whittle House

Petersburg

Battersea - change in owner's address
Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Perkinson

P. 0. Box 455

Petersburg, Virginia (code: 51)

Exchange Building - change in condition, classification

Presently being restored to be used as a museum,

Farmer's Bank - change in owner's address, name deletion
Fort Henry Branch of Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities

Box 1065 > 3 ,
Petersburg, Virginia (code: 51) \\\\_////

Delete name of Director of Fort Henry Branch of APVA

Richmond o

Barret House - correction in spelling Note: only one (1) 't' in Barret

Beers House - change in ownership
Medical College of Virginia Foundation
Richmond, Virginia (code: 51)

Branch Building - correction in owner's name

should read Patteson Branch

City Hall - change in classification

S”
present use: Court Building | ~ o 13/’}

i .~-..,_.,_...,.:_.________\\ )
_e./m"‘*-'w—-.vv*w—u—-——-‘--»,‘...... P :
Confeéderate Memorial Chapel - name deletion in ownership
-~

_delete name of Cynthia Newman e

e s—————




