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S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y : 

Lunenburg 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

|1> HAMS 

pooGPvation goiia. ' ' ^ ' Lunenburg Court House Ps 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Lunenburg Court jiiouse Preservation Zone 
2. LOCATtON 

STREET AND NUMBER: fioundary extending .2 mi. W of intersection of Rt. 40 and  
Rt. 49>extending .2 mi. N of the same intersection^extending .4 mi. E of 
CITY OR TOWN: intersection of Rt. 40 (Rt. 49) and Rt. 675, and extending .4 mi. 
S of the same intersection , 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U N T Y : 

Lunenburg 
C O D E 

111 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

S Distr ict • Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

• Private 

S Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

Occupied 

I 1 Unoccupied 

Q Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

[29 Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

1 1 Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

[ 3 Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

I 1 Museum 

• Park 

( 3 Private Residence 

H Religious 

• Scientific 

I ! Transportation i I Comments 
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C O N D I T I O N 

(.Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t ® Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved H O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The small v i l l a g e of Lunenburg has changed l i t t l e i n size or appearance 
since ante-bellum times. The present population i s s t i l l around f o r t y . 
Domî ij±itig_J;he_iiJL̂ ^ court house -- a two-story, brick 
temple-form building fronted by a t e t r a s t y l e Roman Doric portico. As 
d f i g i n a i i y ^ i n r i t ^ tHe cou^ house was only four bays deep, but i n 1939 
i t was extended back two additional bays to accommodate the clerk's 
o f f i c e . The i n t e r i o r of the court house o r i g i n a l l y was arranged similar 
to other court houses of the period, having a two-story courtroom with a 
rear gal l e r y . Around 1850, the courtroom was divided into two floors 
and the double f l i g h t of s t a i r s leading up to the second f l o o r was placed 
under the portico at that time. 

To the west of^ the court ĥ ^ i s a colonial style story-and-a-half bri c k 
structure b f i l l t i n 1938' that now'houses the county o f f i c e of the State 
Health Department. This building i s oile of many sTmiTar^TructureF b u i l t 
at^court houses throughout the State through the generosity of Mr. David K. ^. m 
Bruce. On^_the east__s.Me._ijf the court house i s a lacge^^JbLipped-ro 
house which was once a tavem known as the Lunenburg_State Inn. Portions 
ol^ thisTTTiIding^ w residence before the town was l a i d out. 
Di r e c t l y acxQŜ „the_x.Q&C„frotti the court house is an early-nineteenth-century 
^rame structure known as the Hotel Gary. Now i n poor condition, tliTs^ 
building has at various times accommodated a store, inn, post o f f i c e , and 
residence. In addition to these chief structures the v i l l a g e also contains 
a sprinkling of other nineteenth-century buildings and outbuildings. 

In i t s s i t u a t i o n on high ground with surrounding cleared lands, the v i l l a g e 
prliisent^'a p ic t i i t i s^ue stetLe'i ' e d p e t i ' i i i f from i t i ^ ''so^^ court 
house and i t s gleeming white pediment can be cl e a r l y seen above the smaller 
striictui-ed clvi^tef^d "Mboiit £t. ' ' ' " • ' 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i a n | • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

[ 3 19th Century 

n 20fh Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Appllcabte and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A1>6r ig i i^b l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

5 9 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Q E d u c a t i o n ' 

[ I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

n I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

n L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

' t : "Po'Htl'cal' '•• 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

• Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t j o n 

Q ) " Urbon "Plar ini iSg' ' 

E Other (-Specify; 

History 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Under the^auXhoxity^oi-an. â^̂^ 9£_̂ !'§JL»_J!:Z82, 
the location of the court house was designated to be i n a^'^pnvenient 
place at near the center of ̂ he county^., Shojctly afterwards, the 
exact s i t e was selected ĵx<̂  tjie.^plans were approved, but the two-room 
frame court house was not completed u n t i l 1787. Despite e a r l i e r fears that 
the geographical center of the county would be remote from the majority 
of the inhabitants, the new location of the court gained enough i n 
importance so that i n 1816 the place became an incorporated v i l l a g e 
named Lewiston i n honor of Captain Lewis L. Taylor, who f e l l i n the War 
of 1812. The new name did not l a s t , however, for the v i l l a g e continues to 
be called Lunenburg Court House. Some t h i r t y l o t s were la.id-.„QuJb_ajflund 
the court house square and were sold o f f by the town's trustee^. 

By 1823, i t was decided that the 1787 court house should be moved and 
replaced by a more substantial building. The citizens of Lunenburg seemed 
to be envious of neighboring Charlotte County's hanflspipp neyir Roinan Revival 
court house, f o r the commissioners appointed to supervise the construction 
of a new building were ordered "to advertise in, l:be;.p.ul3lip; papers, th^ t , 
they w i l l u n t i l the 20th day of December meet at Lunenburg Courthouse to 
receive proposals for building a new courthouse at th i s place which 
courthouse i s proposed to be b u i l t a f t e r the plan of the new courthouse 
i n Charlotte County". The new court houae waa compLetad. by 1827^ for i n 
March of that year the Court was ordered to "hold i t s s i t t i n g therein". 

Unfortunately neither the designer nor the builders of the court house 
were recorded, but the academic qu a l i t y of the building's classical 
pr^portions_and d e t a i l c l e a r l y indicates that the designer was knowledgeabl 
i n architecture and was fam i l i a r with Thomas Jeffers'on's Roman Revivalism. 
One of the handsomest of Virginia's numerous Roman-style court houses, 
the temp^le-foTin^Lunenburg Court House stands as v i s i b l e evidence o j 
Jefferson^s influence onjthe architecture of the State'a_public J)uild 
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y of the court house i s much enhanced by the 
maintenance of i t s h i s t o r i c s e t t i n g . The conservative growth of the 
v i l l a g e of Lunenburg has resulted i n the preservation of one of Virginia's 
most picturesque court house communities. The court house s t i l l v i s u a l l y 
dominates the t i n y community and the surrounding countryside as i t has f o r 
nearly a century and a h a l f . 
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STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street Office Building 
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Richmond V i r g i n i a 51 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. T̂ he recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State [xl Local • 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman  
Title V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commi 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 
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(T 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Lunenburg 
FOR NFS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

NAME 

COMMON: Lunsnburg Court House Preserva t ion Zone 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Lunenburg Court House Preservat ion Zone 
LOCATION : ^ 
STREET ANDNUMBER: Boundary extending 
49, extending .2 mi. N of the same 

.'Z mi. W ot intersection ot Rt. 4U and Rt 
intersection, extending .4 mi. E of 

Rt. 49) and Rt. b/5, and extending .4 mi. 

U 

CITY OR TOWN: i n t e r s e c t i o n o f R t . 4D ^ 
S o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U N T Y : 

Lunenbur? 
C O D E 

T T T " 

MAf REFER^NCe 
S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. 7%', quadrangle , Lunenburg, Va. 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1966 
UJ 

l U 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

% 
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\ 

•rl 
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If ) 

(N 

The Glebo 

Kelboume 

LuneiUsurg Cotart nousa Preservation 

Herbert Hcuee 

Castle l i i l l 

Barrett Fouca 

Hovard's Neck 

Beverley ^! l l l 

Confederato Kctwriad Chapel 

Broad Street Station 

CrosQt liouso 

Sears House 
Also Notified 

Hon. Kgnpy F.^By^jd. J r . _ 
lion, ^i i l l i ic i D. ?..-6ny, J r . 
I?cn. Joel 1, Provii i i i 
Kon, Wllliani L . Ecott 
Vssa.. V^iUans r?. ."iiiitt 
Hon. Tiioaas K. Cowii-inci 
Ron. J . Koni-.eth Fiibinsoa 
Koii. David Z, S a t t t r f i c i 4 , 111 

Arlinr]rton County 

MlfitUbbur̂ jf v ic in i ty 
Loudoun County 

gone iMUitinbuzg County 

Cia:33at v ic i i i i ty 
AlbcrtarlQ Couaty 

AichsRond 

Peciberton v ic in i ty 
Gocchiarid County 

Plains v ic i i i i ty 
Priftco Vt'lliiaa County 

RichrtK>nd 

Pvictaaond 

RichT?»nd 
Staunton 

State Liai&oix Officer 
Mr. JaiTvea W. ikjody, J r . 
Cl;airc«m 
Virginia Historic Laiiiaarks Comaissiou 
StJitw iiiiifca Street Ofiico BuilJing -

BooEi 1106 
Ricluaond, Virginia 23219 



M E M B E R S 

STANLEY W. ABBOTT 
EDWARD P. ALEXANDER 
M R S . B E N J A M I N P . A L S O P 

RANDOLPH W. CHURCH 
F R E D E R I C K H E R M A N 

JOHN M. JENNINGS 
FREDERICK D. NICHOLS 
W I L L I A M R. S E W A R D 

M A R V I N M . S U T H E R L A N D 

m 'IP 

V I R G I N I A H I S T O R I C L A N D M A R K S 

C O M M I S S I O N 

R O O M 1116 

N I N T H STREET S T A T E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

R I C H M O N D . V I R G I N I A 2 3 2 1 9 

T E L E P H O N E : 7 7 0 3 1 4 3 

O F F I C E R S 

E D W A R D P. A L E X A N D E R . C H A I R M A N 

C O L O N I A L W I L L I A M S B U R G 

W I L L I A M S B U R G . V I R G I N I A 2 3 1 6 5 

J O H N M . J E N N I N G S . V I C E C H A I R M A N 

V I R G I N I A H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T Y 

R I C H M O N D . V I R G I N I A 2 3 2 2 1 

J A M E S W . M O O D Y . J R . 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

tferch 3, 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
801-19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Today we are sending the following eleven submissions to the National 
Register of Hi s t o r i c Places: Belle I s l e , Lancaster County; Christ 
Church Glendower, Albemarle County; Fluvanna County Court House 
Preservation D i s t r i c t , Fluvanna County; Fort Chiswell Mansion, Wythe 
County; Fredericksburg Preservation D i s t r i c t ; Hebron Lutheran Church, 

"Madison County; Hillsborough, King and Queen County; Lexington 
Preservation D i s t r i c t , Rockbridge County; Lunenburg Court House 
"Preservation Zone, Lunenburg County; Ripshin, Grayson County; and St. 
Paul's Church, Norfolk. 

Sincerely, 

(Miss) Eleanor Lane 
Researcher 
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