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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Herbert House consists of an original brick, two-story block facing

east with the addition of a brick rear ell and frame two-story wing
forming a U-shaped plan overall. A two-level front porch with the second
story enclosed has been added to the east front. The original brick block
utilizes the full range of elghteenth-century masonry techniques. The
brick is laid in Flemish bond with English bond used below the beveled
watertable; random glazing of the header bricks as well as rubbed brick

at the window and door jambs and at the corners enrich the brick pattern.
The use of a belt course and gauged brick flat arches completes the design.
Original wood members include floor joists and sub- roorlng, rafters, window
sill and framing. The most dramatic interior changes have been the removal
of the north wall of the central stair hall creating one large room on

the north endof the original block; the wall at the rear of the old stair.
hall was removed and the nineteenth-century stair partially projects into
the brick rear ell. All interior woodwork seems to date from the mid to
late nineteenth century.
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] 16th Century
[ 17th Century

18th Century [] 20th Century

19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1753
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Education O Political L] Hrbsr Flannsag
[ Prehistoric [C] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specity)
[ Historic [J Industry losophy
] Agriculture [ Invention [J Science
[R Architecture [ Londscape [C] Sculpture
0 Art Architecture [] Social/Human-
[ Commerce [J Literature itarian
[J Communications 1 Military [] Theater
[ Conservation [0 Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Herbert House is the oldest standing house in Hampton, and one of
the oldest buildings on the lower Peninsula. The house, which faces

the Hampton River on Armstrong Point, was built in the mid eighteenth
century; it remained in the possession of the Herbert family until 1808.
There followed several changes in ownership during the ante-bellum
period; and, in 1865, Herbert House, like many another southern home-
place, came into the possession of a northerner.

As befits long-term denizens of a site on open water, both Herbert family
and House have associations with naval history. In 1718, the empaled
head of the pirate, Blackbeard, was posted here as a warning to his
former colleagues still plying their trade in the Chesapeake-Albemarle
Sound region. Lieutenant Pascow (a proprietor of the Herbert House)

and Captain Thomas Herbert held commissions in the Navy of Virginia
during the Revolution; a kinsman was Secretary of the Navy during the
Cleveland Administration.

The Herbert House remains as a relatively scarce example of early, two-
story, single-rooms-deep brick structures. It has superb Georgian
brickwork, refined masonry detailing, and retains most of its structural
wood framing. Although suffering somewhat from additions, it has
considerable value and significance to the architectural history of
State and region.
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CITY OR TOWN:

Hamp ton
STATE: coDE |COUNTY: CODE

Vi

SOURCE:
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