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ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

C OMMON:

Bolling Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

T AND NUMBER:

1 mi. SE of Rt, 600, 1,9 mi. SW of intersection with Rt, 6.

CITY OR TOWN:

(Goochland vic.)

STATE COUNTY:

Goochland

CODE

51
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075
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: STATUS
(Check One) QENERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
(] District Building [ Public Public Acquisition: X] Occupied Yes:
[] Site ] Structure |[X Private [ In Process [] Unoccupied Restricted
[C] Object ] Both [] Being Considered ["], Preservatian work ] Unrestricted
in progress O No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Agricultural ] Government [:] Park [C] Transportation [[J Comments,
] Commercial [J Industrial (] Private Residence [] Other (Specify)
[C] Educational [ Military [C] Religious i B
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Goochland County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:
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Goochland

CODE

PUREY000D

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

[ State

] County

DATE OF SURVEY: 1957 [X] Federal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: .

Library of Congress
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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Washington
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CONDITION [C] Excellent X Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated [ Ruins [CJ Unexposed k.
(Check One) (Check One) -

X Altered [J Unaltered [J Moved X Original Site r»

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mhis rambling clapboarded farm dwelling sits placidly in the rolling hills
of Goochland County overlooking the broad flat bottom lands of the upper
James River. Surrounded by open fields and woodlands, Bollihg Hall's
setting has changed little since the days of its builder. \

The appearance of the house, however, has evolved over the years to its
present state. \As originally constructed for William Bolling, the house
was a two-story structure with a side hall plan. Its outside dimensions
were 34 by 22 feet:s By 1803 it had acquired am 18 by 18 foot one-story
wing on the east end. An 1815/insurance policy of the Mutual Assurance
Society of Richmond shows that by then the house had received a two-story
addition on, its west 51de, cau51ng the main part of the house to appear
almost. symmetrlcal The house was extensively remodeled sometime between
1845 and 1é§l by Mary Bolllng and her husband Richard Skipwith. During
the remodeling the stair was removed from the hall and placed in a new
projecting tower near the center of the house's north side. A one-story

wing was put on the end, and :© the east wing was raised to two full storie

A conservatory was also added to the end of the east wing. The pitch of
the roof was lowered and the cornice was changed.\

In 1947 Bolling Hall was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Files who
found the house in poor repair anqd being used as a barn. The Files
carefully renovated the house and Yeplaced the tower with a two-story

porch with enclosed upper level. They also built a new stair in the originTl

hall, removed the conservatory, and put a one-story wing in its place.

Despite the many changes that have taken place in the house ,\it retains
much of its early sash, eariy beiﬂed clapboards, and sections of the
original Flemish bond foundatlon.

The interior trim of Bolling Hall is quite fine but difficult to date.
The main room in the oldest seetion of the house is handsomely outfitted
with a paneled end wall, consisting of a chimney piece with molded shelf
and architeave surround. The chimney piece is’ flanked by fluted pilasters
and raised paneled doors. At the top of the wall is a wall-of-Troy
cornice which surrounds the entire room. The room above the main room
also has a paneled end wall, but it is treated in a more simple fashion.
Because the end walls in the circa 1815 addition are virtually identical
in style to those in the earlier section it is open to speculation if
all the paneling dates from the same period, or if that in the addition
was copied from the trim in the earlier section. In either case, all of
the paneling is in the style of the eighteenth century rather than the
nineteenth.

As late as 1879 Bolling Hall had retained its early brick kitchen, brick

smokehouse, and a number of slave eabins. All of thdser earky. outhuildings

have disappeared, however. On a hill immediately to the southwest of
the house is the old walled Bolling graveyard. X
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century [} 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century k] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropnate) #

Abor iginal [E Educo'lon C] Potlmcal A " [ urban PI}";';‘"Q .
(1 "Prehistoric “ ' 3 Englneerlng ‘ D Rellguon/F;hn - " X Other (Spect[y) T
*{O Histerie  ~ 1 Industry =~ B Iosophy - f‘llStO'rV
] Agriculture  ----- “iE) Invention '|:| Science oo _
K] Architecture ) [J Landscape [C] Seculpture
O Art Architecture ] Social/Human-
] Commerce [0 Literature itarian
[0 Communications [ Military [] Theater
[C] Conservation [ Music [[] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bolling Hall lands were first acquired in 1714 by John Bolling,,Sr.,
son of the immigrant Robert Bolling, and a grandson of Jane Rolfe;
daughter of Pocohontas. John Bolling Bfe's grandson William inherited the
land in 1757, and it was he who built the earliest portion of the present
house around the third quarter of the “eighteenth century. William Bolling
married his first cousin, Mary Randolph, daughter of Richard Randolph of
Curles. Two of the children of this union: William Albert (born 1797)
and Mary (born 1809), were born deaf. Congenital deafness had appeared in
the Bolling family before, more particularly in the children of William
Bolling's uncle Thomas Bolling of Cobbs in Chesterfield County who had his
children educated in Edinburgh under the direction of Thomas Briarwood, a

send his children abroad, he was pleased to learn in 1812 that John
Briarwood, grandson of the famous teacher, announced his intentions of
establishing a school for the deaf in Philadelphia. The school failed to
develop .so Bolling, brought Briarwood to Bolling Hall where Briarwood-
taught not only Bolling's deaf children but his hearlng children as well.
Briarwood proved to be such a.gifted teacher that parents of other deaf
children requested that their children be allowed to come to Bolling Hall
and learn under him. Bolling was unwilling to turn Bolling Hall into an
institution, but consented to convert the old house at Cobbs, which he
inherited from his mother, into a formal school. Cobbs then became the
first school for the education of the deaf in the United States.

Bolling Hall is thus significant for its early associations with the deaf
education in this county. It is also the earliest remaining house connected
with this important early Virginia family since Cobbs was destroyed by fire
in 1829. Bolling Hall further survives as one of the few remaining
colonial plantation houses of the upper James region; one that retains

much of its original fabric, as well as its unspoiled rural setting.

noted pioneer educator of the deaf. Since William Bolling was unwilling to | -
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Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, Ja > .Moedy, Jr., Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission< -} @ i ¢ N Marchi 3L 1971
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~As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- : -

s hereby certify that this property is included in the
<tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I Bercby y PRODCELY

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

fortth‘y the National Park Service. The recommended
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level of significance of this nomination is:
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
. Iguly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Virginia
COUNTY

Goochland
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

common: Bolling Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Bolling Hall

STREET AND NUM BER:

1 mi. SE of Rt. 600, 1.9 mi. SW of intersection with Rt.6.

CITY OR TOWN:

(Goochland vic.)

STATE:

Vi

ini

CODE

51

COUNTY: CODE

Goochland TR I | 015

SOURCE:

U,S.G.8. 7%'_ quadrangle
scace: 1:24000

A >
Goochland, Va ,,/377 a';\,\.S\Q-‘aJ%‘ \@

AYNUTLVH

DATE: 3

A
+

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.







U.S.G.S. 7' quadrangle (scale:1:24000)
Goochland, Va. 1943

BOLLING HALL
latitude longitude
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COMMISSION

MRs. BENJAMIN P. ALSOP WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

RANDOLPH W. CHURCH JOHN M. JENNINGS, VICE CHAIRMAN
FREDERICK HERMAN Roowm 1116 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NINTH STREET STATE OFFICE BUILDING RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23221

JOHN M. JENNINGS
RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23219

FREDERICK D. NicHOLS Fpiestatiiy
TELEPHONE: -3143
WILLIAM R. SEWARD JAMES W. Mooby, JR.

MARVIN M. SUTHERLAND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 19, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801-19th Street, N. W,

Washington, D, C,. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
The report on Bolling Hall in Goochland County is enclosed for submission
to the National Register of Historic Places.
Sincerely yours,
o )
A oo o

(Miss) Eleanor Lane
Researcher

EL:jt

Enclosure
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VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS
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NINTH STREET STATE OFFICE BUILDING

RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23219
TELEPHONE: 770.-3143

OFFICERS

EDWARD P. ALEXANDZR. CHAIRMAN
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBREURG
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

JOHN M. JENNINGS, VICE CHAIRMAN
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SocieTY
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23221
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James W, MoooY, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

September 1, 1971

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed -are the nomination forms for Bolling Hall, Goochland
County, and Hillsborough, King and Queen County, which are being resubmitted
after the boundary requirements have been re-examined.

The entire Bolling Hall plantation was included in the
nomination because it is one of the few 18th century plantations in that
region of Goochland County that remains almost entirely intact. It has
been the policy of the Landmarks Commission in cases of early agricultural
properties to include the entire acreage since the original lands, along with
the house, form the total historic landmark.

In the case of Hlllsborough we reduced the boundaries to
include only 250 acres which are essential for the scenic surroundlngs of the
house plus the extensive river frontage.

Please let us know if there are further difficulties.

Sincerely yours,

- 3 ':;. . T -
J. R, Fishburne
Assistant Director
JRF:sk

~ -

Enc.

Dr. William J. Murtagh %

Keeper of the National Reglst
- 801-19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D, C, 20006
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While the criteria for scresge is not precise, experience has
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let me assure you that we are not trying to be capricious or

rounding a single residence on the Bational Register.
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Williem J. Murtagh
Keeper of the Natiomal
Register
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VIRGIKIA
Date Entered ~BEC 27 1972

Name Location
Cabell (Henry Coalter) House Richmond
! Bolling Hall Goochland vicinity
' Goochland County

%

Also Notified

State Liaison Officerx

Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. Mr. Junius R. FPishiurne, Jr.
Hon. William B. Spong, Jr. Executive Director
Hon. David I'. Satterfield, III Virginia Historic Landmarks
Hon. William L. Scott Comnission
State Ninth Street Office Building -
Director, Northeast Region Room 1106 '
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