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S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y : 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

DEC I T Bm 
C O M M O N : 

B o i l i n g H a l l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

B o i l i n g H a l l 
2. LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1 mi. SE of Rt. 600. 1.9 mi. SW of intersection with Rt, 6. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

(Goochland vie.) 

y i r g i n i a 51 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Goochland 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
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• Si te • S t ruc ture 
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• Both , 
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\ S R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE. (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 
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I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

[31 En te r ta inment 

r~] Government 

[ I I ndus t r i a l 

1 I Mil itary 

[ I Museum 

• Park . 

0 Private Residence 

r~] Religious 

Scientific 

n Transportotton 

• Other (-Specify; 

! 1 Comments 

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Floyd D. Gottwald, «-Sr-.; Bruce C. Gottwald 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

3907 Sulgrave Road; 4502 Coventry Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond, 
1$. ioc lami 'o f 'L iQAL"OESCR!PTION 

ItEPBe&eNtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS^ 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Goochland County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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[7. £ESCRIPTjON 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • Fair 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

I I Moved @ O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^ i s rambling clapboarded farto dwelling s i t s placidly i n the r o l l i n g h i l l s 
of Goochland County overlooking the broad f l a t bottom lands of the upper 
James River. Surrounded by open f i e l d s and woodlands, Bo l l i t i g Hall's 
setting has changed l i t t l e since the days of i t s b u i l d e r . V 

The appearance of the house, however, has evolved over the years to i t s 
present state. \AS o r i g i n a l l y constructed for William B o i l i n g , the house 
was a two-story structure with a side h a l l plan. I t s outside dimensions 
were 34 by 22 feet* By 1803 i t had acquired an 18 by 18 foot one-story 
wing on the east end. An 1815/insurance policy of the Mutual Assurance 
Society of Richmond shows that by then the house had received a two-story 
addition on, i t s west side, causing the main part of the house to appear 
almost symmetrical. The house was extensively remodeled sometime between 
1845 and i S ^ l by'Mary Boiling and her husband Richard Skipwith. During 
the remodeling the s t a i r was removed from the h a l l and placed i n a new 
projecting tower near the center of the house's north side. A one-story 
wing was put on the end, and the east wing was raised to two f u l l s t o r i e 
A conservatory was also added to the end of the east wing. The pit c h of 
the roof was lowered and the cornice was changed.\ 

In 1947 Boiling Hall was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Files who 
found the house i n poor repair and being used as a barn. The Files 
ca r e f u l l y renovated the house and replaced the tower with a two-story 
porch with enclosed upper l e v e l . They also b u i l t a new s t a i r i n the o r i g i n a l 
h a l l , removed the conservatory, and put a one-story wing i n i t s place.^ 
Despite the many changes that have taken place i n the house,\it retains 
much of i t s early sash, early'beaded clapboards/'and" sectlbns of- the 
o r i g i n a l Flemish bond foundation; 

The i n t e r i o r t r i m of Boiling Hall i s quite fine but d i f f i c u l t to date. 
The main room i n the oldest auction of the house is handsomely o u t f i t t e d 
with a paneled end w a l l , consisting of a chimney piece with molded shelf 
and architcave surround. The chimney piece is^ flanked by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s 
and raised paneled doors. At the top of the w a l l i s a wall-of-Troy 
cornice which surrounds the entire room. The room above the main room 
also has a paneled end w a l l , but i t is treated i n a more simple fashion. 
Because the end walls i n the circa 1815 addition are v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l 
i n style to those i n the e a r l i e r section i t is open to speculation i f 
a l l the paneling dates from the same period, or i f that i n the addition 
was copied from the t r i m i n the e a r l i e r section. In either case, a l l of 
the paneling i s i n the style of the eighteenth century rather than the 
nineteenth. 

As late as 1879 Boiling Hall had retained i t s early brick kitchen, brick 
smokehouse, and a number of slave eabins. A l l SD£ tltiiSfei ttarly.-OTitbuildings 
have disappeared, however. On a h i l l immediately to the southwest of 
the house is the old walled Boiling graveyard. 
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SISNIFICANCE 

8S HH\/ F / 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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• 15 th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

S 18th Centu ry 

g 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c ' ' 

' t n H i s t o r i c ^ 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

W ] A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

r~| Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Educa t i on 

r i E ng inee r i ng 

• IniuSti-y 

' Q I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mu« ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

^ S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Theo te r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f~l Urban Planning 

SI Other" (Speclly') 

fiistory 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Boiling Hall lands were f i r s t acquired i n 1714 by John Boiling,,Sr., 
son of the immigrant Robert Boili n g , and a grandson of Jane Rolfe, 
daughter of Pocohontas. John Boiling Sr.'s grandson William inherited the 
land i n 1757, and i t was he who b u i l t the e a r l i e s t portion of the present 
house around the t h i r d quarter of the"eighteenth century. William Boiling 
married his f i r s t cousin, Mary Randolph, daughter of Richard Randolph of 
Curies. Two of the children of th i s union: William Albert (born 1797) 
and Mary (born 1809), were born deaf. Congenital deafness had appeared i n 
the Boiling family before, more p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the children of William 
Boiling's uncle Thomas Boiling of Cobbs i n Chesterfield County who had his 
children educated i n Edinburgh under the di r e c t i o n of Thomas Briarwood, a 
noted pioneer educator of the deaf. Since William Boiling was unwilling to 
send his children abroad, he was pleased to learn i n 1812 that John 
Briarwood, grandson of the famous teacher, announced his intentions of 
establishing a school for the deaf i n Philadelphia. The school f a i l e d to 
develop.S9 B{?J.J.j.,n|.hrought̂  Briaraood, tp Biolling Hall w 

taught not only Boiling's deaf children but his hearing children as w e l l . 
Briarwood proved to be such a.gifted teacher that parents of other deaf 
children requested that t h e i r children be allowed to come to Boiling Hall 
and learn under him. Boiling was unwilling to turn Boiling H a l l into an 
ins t i t u t i o n , , but consented to convert the old house at Cobbs, which he 
inherited from his mother, into a formal school. Cobbs then became the 
f i r s t school for the education of the deaf i n the United States. 

Boiling Hall i s thus s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s early associations with the deaf 
education i n this county. I t i s also the e a r l i e s t remaining house connected 
with this important early V i r g i n i a family since Cobbs was destroyed by f i r e 
i n 1829. Boiling Hall further survives as one of the few remaining 
colonial plantation houses of the upper James region; one that retains 
much of i t s o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , as w e l l as i t s unspoiled r u r a l s e t t i n g . 
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COMMON; B o i l i n g H a l l 
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2. North arrow. 
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M E M BERS 

S 'T'..\ N LEY W . ABBOTT 

EDWARD P . ALEXANDER 

M Rs . BENJAMIN P . ALSOP 

RANDOLPH W . CHURCH 

FREDERICK HERMAN 

JOHN M . JENNINGS 

FREDERICK 0 . N I CH O LS 

WILLIAM R . SEWARD 

MARVIN M . SUTHERLAND 

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

COMMISSION 

Dr . William J. Murtagh 

ROOM 1116 

N I NTH STREET STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

RICHMOND . VIRGINIA 23219 

TELEPHONE : 770 .3143 

April 19, 1971 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
801-19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

OFFICERS 

EDWARD P . ALEXANDER , CHAIRMAN 

COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185 

JOHN M . JENNINGS, VICE CHAIRMAN 

VIRG I NIA H I STORICAL SOCIETY 

RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23221 

JAMES W . MOODY, JR. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The report on Bolling Hall in Goochland County is enclosed for submission 

to the National Register of Historic Places . 

EL:jt 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

(Miss) Eleanor Lane 
Researcher 



M E M B E R S 

STANLEY w . A B B O T T 

E O W A R O P . A L E X A N D E R 

M R S . B E N J A M I N P. A L S O P 

R A N D O L P H W . C H U R C H 

F R E D E R I C K H E R M A N 

J O H N M . J E N N I N G S 

F R E D E R I C K D . N I C K O L C 

WILLIAM R, S E W A R D 

M A R V I N M . S U T H E R L A N D 

V I R G I N I A H I S T O R J C L A N D M A R K S 

C O M M I S S I O N 

ROOM i t o e 

N I N T H S T R E E T S T A T E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

R I C H M O N D . V I R G I N I A 2 3 2 1 9 

TELEPHONe: 7 7 0 - 3 1 4 3 

O F F I C E R S 

EowARo P. A L E X A N D E R . C H A I R M A N 

C O L O N I A L W I L L I A M S B U R G 

W I L L I A M S B U R G . V I R G I N I A 2 3 1 8 9 

JOHN M, JENNINGS. VICE CHAIRMAN 

V I R G I N I A H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T Y 

R I C H M O N D . V I R G I N I A 2 3 2 2 1 

J A M E S W , M O O D Y , J R . 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

September 1, 1971 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are the nomination forms for Boi l i n g H a l l , Goochland 
County, and Hillsborough, King and Queen County, which are being resubmitted 
a f t e r the boundary requirements have been re-examined. 

The e n t i r e Boiling Hall plantation was included i n the 
nomination because i t i s one of the few 18th century plantations i n that 
region of Goochland County that remains almost e n t i r e l y i n t a c t . I t has 
been the policy of the Landmarks Commission i n cases of early a g r i c u l t u r a l 
properties to include the e n t i r e acreage since the o r i g i n a l lands, along with 
the house, form the t o t a l h i s t o r i c landmark. 

In the case of Hillsborough we reduced the boundaries to 
include only 250 acres which are essential for the scenic surroundings of the 
house plus the extensive r i v e r frontage. 

Please l e t us know i f there are further d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

Sincerely yours. 

JRF:sk 

Enc 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Regist" 
801-19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C, 20006 

J, R, Fishburne 
Assistant Director 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VinGmiA 

Date Entered jEC ̂  

Name Location 

CabeXl (Henry Coalter) fiouse 

Boiling Kali 

Richmond 

Goochlaiv3 v i c i n i t y 
Gooohlwid County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 
Hon. William B. Spong, Jr. 
Hon. David E. ea t t e r f i c l d . I I I 
Hon. VJilliaiti L. Scott 

Director, Northeast Region 

PHR NRowland:mra 12/27/72 

State Liaison Officer 
Mr. Junius R. Fishburne, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Virginia Historic Landinarks 

ConiniiGsi.on 
State Hinth Street Office Building 
RopEi 1106 


