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The St* John's Church Historic D i s t r i c t contains the oldest frame structure 
as well as some of the oldest brick houses i n Richmond. The land generall} 
bounded by 22nd Street on the west, Marshall Street on the north. East 
Franklin Street on the south, and 29th Street on the east, i s known as 
Church H i l l , but the small neighborhood surrounding the park on the easterr 
end i s sometimes referred to as Libby H i l l . The area south and west of 
Broad and 25th Streets i s within the o r i g i n a l grid plan of the town of 
Richmond, l a i d out by William Byrd in 1737. The steep slopes to the 
south, east and west form the natural boundaries of Church H i l l , but on 
the north the f l a t p l a i n continues, becoming Union H i l l . 

The e x i s t i n g architecture i n the St. John's Church Historic D i s t r i c t i s 
almost exclusively of the /'side h a l l " townhouse plan, the larger houses 
having disappeared. Those tuflSlnga. in; the iDlock bounded by East Broad, 
East Grace, 23rd and 24th Streets, known as the Carrington block, provide 
examples of most styles represented within the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , and, 
indeed, the entire c i t y . The pre-1816 brick houses at 2302 (Hilary 
Baker House), and 2306 (Ann Adams Carrington House) East Grace Street, 
display Flemish bond brickwork on the front facades, brick corbeled 
cornices and plaster f l a t arches t y p i c a l of the Federal period; the bow 
projection and the three-sectioned window on the Carrington House are 
reminiscent of larger houses that t r a d i t i o n a l l y have been attributed to 
Robert M i l l s , on Capitol H i l l , further west. The c i t y / s oldest ex i s t i n g 
row house, 2307-09-11 East Broad Street, i s Carrington Row, b u i l t i n 
1818^ Its Neo-classical feeling i s created by the stuccoed brick facade 

- " witfh i t s p i l a s t e r motif and tebessed panels aiid arches.' The Greeks 
Revival Hardgrove House, 2300 East Franklin Street, was b u i l t i n 1849; 
i t s three-storyi townhouse facade i s embellished with a t y p i c a l Greek Doric 
porch, granite porch steps and window l i n t e l s set on a facade of 
mechanically ̂bonded brick veneers Tliei post-War, two-story row between 
and including 2308 and 2316 East Grace Street has f u l l - l e n g t h porches i n 
both iron and wood, presenting the range of^ decorative d e t a i l i n g possible 
in the two materials. The Carrington block has the most intensive contraslf:s 
in styles of the entire area and has received the most attention from 
H i s t o r i c Richmond Foundation. 

Other important areas within the d i s t r i c t include the 2600 block of East 
Franklin Street, where Greek Revival houses of the 1840's and '50's 
predominate. Three brick buildings, formerly located on 2nd and 3rd 
Streets and slated for demolition, were dismantled and r e b u i l t on Church 
H i l l , i n the 2600 block of East Franklin Street. Notable individual 
buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are the brick Adams Double House (1809-10), 
2501-03 East Grace Street; the frame John Morris Cottages (1830, 1835, 
respectively), 2500 East Grace Street and 207 North 25th Street; the 
Gentry-Stokes-Crew House (1839), 2718 East Franklin Street; and the 
deteriorating but s t i l l impressive White-Taylor House (1839), 2717 
East Grace Street. • 

These and other valuable structures are scattered among less imposing 
houses which nonetheless- are si m i l a r i n materials, scale, color and 
s t y l e . Street grading has exaggerated the ex i s t i n g slopes i n many cases. 
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2.' intersection with Main Street, thence i n a northwesterly d i r e c t i o n 
along Main Street to a point approximately 140 feet east of Twenty-
seventh Street, thence northwardly along a l i n e p a r a l l e l to Twenty-
Seventh Street to a point midway between Franklin Street and Main 
Street, thence extending along a l i n e p a r a l l e l with the south l i n e 
of Franklin Street to the east l i n e of Twenty-second Street, thence 
extending along the ;east line' of Twenty-second Street to the point of 
beginning. 
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Although the f i r s t building on Church H i l l was the present transept of 
St. John's Church, that building did not give i t s name 'to the 
neighborhood that slowly grew- \£p arbund i t u n t i l the nineteenth century. 
The area was f i r s t known as Indian H i l l and later Richmond H i l l . The 
Libby H i l l section owes i t s name to Luther Libby, whose house at 1 North 
29th Street faced the present park; his warehouse, to the south along 
the r i v e r , at the corner of 20th and East Cary Streets, became the w e l l -
known Libby Prison of C i v i l War days-
Settlement around St. John/s Church was extremely._alow^due^ to d i f f i c u l t y 
i n scalJjig the ungraded slopes surrounding the h i l l i n the earTy days, 
and to the natural growth of the c i t y to the west. Most of the residents 
were merchants whose stores and factories were conveniently located i n 
Shockoe Valley below, or along the James River. The 1861 Turpin and 
Yarbrough. Houses a,t 2209 :aadi'221S East Broad Sttecti, . and the i849' Hardgrove 
House at 2300 East Grace Street were owned by tobacco manufactures. 
Yarbrough 's factory s t i l l stands at the. southwest:^ corner .of > 25th ;and 
East Franklin Streets, within the borders of the D i s t r i c t . H i s t o r i c a l l y , 
Church H i l l ' s most s i g n i f i c a i i t structure i s S t ^ John's^Chttirch, .the .site 
for the Vj.^gJjiija..jGonvention of 1775, where_Patrick Henry delivered his 
"Liberty or Death" speechi.> The b u r i a l ground surrounding the chu»ch was 
the main graveyarS'Tii Richmond u n t i l the opening of Shockoe Cemetery i n 
1825. 

By the 1890's and early-1900's, the p u l l westward was too strong for 
many of the residents of Church H i l l , and they l e f t their homes for 
more fashionable areas. The neighborhood deteriorated for f i f t y years 
u n t i l preservation-minded c i t i z e n s began to look toward r e v i t a l i z a t i o n 
of Church H i l l . In 1956, Hi s t o r i c Richmond Foundation was established, 
and, as a result of i t s e f f o r t s , the c i t y passed an Clrdinance.,Jji_1957. 
establishing the St. John's Church Historic D i s t r i c t . This -zone has 
been expanded twice since then. 

One of the oldest neighborhoods i n Richmond, Church H i l l i s a fascinating 
textbook of nme_teenth-century archi teg tura 1̂  ^tyj.ef, 4.sj.dg from the 
dominant frame mass of St. John's Church'at tte p̂ ^̂  
design elements range from the compact proportions of a brick Federalist 
house to the i n t r i c a t e iron tracery of late-nineteenth century^LcJorian 
PÔ '̂ .̂?.̂ ' Although most blocks have been f i l l e d i n completely by townhousei 
dramatic vi s t a s remain across rooftops with the downtown skyline as a 
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Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, Ja^sSW. Moody.' J t C / Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Rootn 1116. Ninth Street State Office B u i l d i 
C I T Y.. O R T O W N : 

Richmond f. 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA l ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in thfe National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated.according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. ' The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National E State • Loca l • 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Cra/rmar 
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Coranission 

i,r.g,T,n,ii 
NATIONAL REGtSTER YglMFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NationalRegister. ; ; . y f r.lii >.ifvl-ri .vf- : 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre£etvation 
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and has created a setting that enhances the v i s u a l impact of rows of 
houses, especially along North 25th Street and the 2200 block of East 
Broad Street. The much-repaired, high brick retaining walls around 
St. John's Church, granite curbing, brick sidewalks and cobblestone 
paving on some side streets enhance the nineteenth-century atmosphere. 
Open spaces exist i n the b u r i a l grounds surrounding St. John's Church, 
the park i n Libby H i l l , the Mews created along the a l l e y i n the Carring 
Block, and the open v i s t a of the Richmond skyline seen from P h i l i p 
Johnson's new WRVA Radio Station just beyond the western border of 
the H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The Patrick Henry Park has replaced a row of 
commercial structures that once faced St. John's Church in the 
2400 block of East Broad Street, while a one-story brick f i r e station 
stands on the s i t e of r e s i d e n t i a l structures at the northwest corner 
of 24th and East Broad Streets. 

8. backdrop to the western blocks of the old neighborhood 

6. Histor i c American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1957 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 08 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission Report #127-19 
1970 State 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a Code: 45 

The St. John's Church D i s t r i c t s h a l l consist of the area beginning 
at the point of intersection with the east l i n e of Twenty-second Street 
of the north l i n e of the a l l e y between Broad Street and Marshall Street 
thence extending along the north l i n e of the a l l e y to the west l i n e 
of Twenty-third Street, thence extending along the west l i n e of Twenty-
th i r d Street to the south l i n e of Marshall Street, thence extending 
along the south l i n e of Marshall Street to the west l i n e of Twenty-
f i f t h Street, thence extending along the west l i n e of Twenty-fifth 
Street to a point midway between Broad Street and Marshall Street, 
thence extending along a li n e p a r a l l e l with Broad Street to the west 
l i n e of 32nd Street at the intersection with the south l i n e of the 
a l l e y between Marshall Street and Broad Street, thence southwestwardly 
along the west l i n e of 32nd Street to the north l i n e of Grace Street, 
thence i n a southeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the west edge of the roadway 
i n Chimborazo Park a distance of 400 feet more or less, thence i n a 
southwesterly d i r e c t i o n a distance of 700 feet more or less to the 
intersection of the south l i n e of Libby Terrace and the west l i n e of 
Th i r t y - F i r s t Street, thence along T h i r t y - F i r s t Street i n a southerly 
d i r e c t i o n to the north l i n e of Williamsburg Avenue, thence i n a 
westerly d i r e c t i o n along the north l i n e of Williamsburg Avenue, t©. an 
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U.S.G.S . 7i' quadrangle (Scale:1 :24000) 
Richmond, Va. 1964 

St . John's Church 
latitude 

NW 37° 32' 02 11 

NE 37° 32' 0211 

SE 37° 31 I 3011 

SW 370 31 I JOn 

Historic District 
Longitude 

77° 25 1 2711 

77° 24' 43 11 

77° 24' 43 11 

77° 25 1 2711 
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SEP 1 5 t£73 

Dr. Edward P. Alexfmder 
Chiarcan 
Virglrd.Q Historic Lnndcarks Cocndssion 
Rocua 1106 
State IJlnth Street Office Building 
Rlchciond, Virgiiiia 23219 

Dear Dr. Alexandert 

Ve are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed oa 

the enclosure hove been placed on the Rational Register of Hletoric 

Places. Gcmtors Hnrry P. Byrd, Jr. and William B. Spong, Jr., and 

the appro:prlate Representatives have also been notified. Please with­

hold any publicity on this vmtil you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Enclocurc 

Entered in the Katicnal Resioter 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Chief, Office of Archeology 
and Historic Preservation 
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Greene County, Virginia 
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Lancaster County, Virginia 
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. (SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR, 

1 5 1970 

Dr. Sdvsafd P*- Alessjjder, ChairsGn^ ' ^^c i i i i a Elsstosle liaaiaisiirJto Q&mLa&ism, BOffia 
115i6, S t e ^ m&th Street Offi«se BuiMia^, Bictoad^ Virglala 2321^ 

)>»̂ l>ajLcatef i e t t ^ -taj • Hem. Wiiiioia B« Spongy Jr* 
Sfeilt«d States Semte 
Maotiiiseton, D- C» 
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Ijba. David B. Satt«c^i«ld 
le of BBpreacixtative* 

lion, D. C* 

Mr. Satt«rfielAt 

are pl«itaed to iaforta you it^l \, JI<̂ *B Church Vistoiric District 

1 

ia Mehiatmd, tixiŝ MM, tmn bees nomlBated by offleer ê î polBt̂ ^ by 

the Qov^i»3r for ttee isplejsietitatioa of the 8ati<»Rl Mi&toric Presiarvetiaa 

Urogram in Virginia and hm been entered iitto ti» liatlonal Register of 

Slstcolc Placea. £^»i&tors mxty P. "B^fVA, , and 'WiUiasi B. @90Bg» Mm§ 

iBOKm also been provided with this infoaniaiitlQD. ^ copy of this lett^^ 

tlM» State Liaison Officer, Dr, MwcerS P. Alexander, Chairsi&n, Vlrgiaia 

ll«1^e fjmBm^ Co^ssloaa, Bootg 1106, Stste liisth Street om.e« 

Building, RicJaaoBd, Virginia 23219, has llkenrtse bees iwtlfled. A leaf-

o\ let enplatnlBj, tlte SaMoauJL il^t^ter Is eau^t 

lBt«r«A In Xbm liWtoaal ]t<i«let«p 

SlneeaNdy yoursii 

(SGD) GEORGE 8. HARTZ0t5, JR. 

Direetor 

SEP 1 5 ts/n 

cc; 
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 

Room 1106, State Hinth Street Office Building, Richmond, Virginia 23219 



USE o r i g i n a l 

ESTIMATED COST 

intermediate 

FINAL COST 

new 

HOUSING UNITS before after FEDERAL.rT^IDS C )no ( ) yes 

NHL ( ) NHL D i s t r i c t ( ) NR ( ) NR D i s t r i c t (X) State/local D i s t r i c t ( ) Proposed ( ) 

Name of d i s t r i c t St. John's Church 
Date l i s t e d / c e r t i f i e d 9-15-70 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER John T. Pool 
Rte. 1, Box 210 
Quinton,_VA 23141 

SIGNIFICANCE REHABILITATION 
PRELIMINARY FINAL PROPOSED WORK COMPLETED WORK 

Dace received Dace received 7 - 2 9 - 8 0 Date received DaCe received 

Date info requested Dace info requested Date info reques ced Dace info requested 

Date info received Date in f o received Dace info received Date info received 

Date of action Dace of action Date of action DaCe of accion 

( ) contributing ( ) contributing ( ) approved ( ) approved/ ( ) approved ( ) denied 

( ) non-contributing ( ) non-contributing conditions 
( ) non-contributing ( ) non-contributing 

( ) wichheld ( ) denied 
( ) conditional Reviewer ( ) p l a n s — Reviewer - - -

APPEAL APPEAL 

Dace received Dace of action Dace received Dace of acclon 

( ) sustained ( ) overturned ( ) suscained ( ) overturned 

00/2-BO-VA- 3ib N. 2bth St. " Richmond In3. City VA 


