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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St: John's Church Historic District contains the oldest frame structurd
as well as some of the oldest brick houses in Richmond. The land generally
bounded by 22nd Street on the west, Marshall Street on the north, East
Franklin Street on the south, and 29th Street on the east, is known as
Church Hill, but the small neighborhood surrounding the park on the easterr
end is sometimes referred to as Libby Hill. The area south and west of
Broad and 25th Streets is within the original grid plan of the town of
Richmond, laid out by William Byrd in 1737. The steep slopes to the

south, east and west form the natural boundaries of Church Hill, but on
the north the flat plain continues, becoming Union Hill.

The existing architecture in the St. John's Church Historic District is
almost exclusively of the '"side hall" townhouse plan, the larger houses
having disappeared. Those buildings. in:the block bounded by East Broad,
East Grace, 23rd and 24th Streets, known as the Carrington block, provide
examples of most styles represented within the historic district, and,
indeed, the entire city. The pre-1816 brick houses at 2302 (Hilary
Baker House), and 2306 (Ann Adams Carrington House) East Grace Street,
display Flemish bond brickwork on the front facades, brick corbeled
cornices and plaster flat arches typical of the Federal period; the bow
projection and the three-sectioned window on the Carrington House are
reminiscent of larger houses that traditionally have been attributed to
Robert Mills, on Capitol Hill, further west. The city's oldest existing
row house, 2307-09-11 East Bwoad Street, is Carrington Row, built in
1818. 1Its Neo-Classical feeling is created by the stuccoed brick facade
f.w1ﬁh ‘its..pilaster motif and recessed 'panels 'and arches. - The Greek: '
Revival Hardgrove House, 2300 East Franklin Street, was built in 1849
its three-story: townhouse facade is embellished w1th a typical. Greek Doric
porch, granite porch steps and window lintels set on a facade of
mechanically-bonded brick:veneer. Thepost-War, two-story row between
and including 2308 and 2316 East Grace Street has full-length porches in
both iron and wood, presenting the range of! decorative detailing possible

in the two materials. The Carrington block has the most intensive contrast

in styles of the entire area and has received the most attention from
Historic Richmond Foundation.

Other important areas within the district include the 2600 block of East
Franklin Street, where Greek Revival houses of the 1840's and '50's
predominate. Three brick buildings, formerly located on 2nd and 3rd
Streets and slated for demolition, were dismantled and rebuilt on Church
Hill, in the 2600 block of East Franklin Street. Notable individual
buildings in the district are the brick Adams Double House (1809-10),
2501-03 East Grace Street; the frame John Morris Cottages (1830, 1835,
respectively), 2500 East Grace Street and 207 North 25th Street; the
Gentry-Stokes-Crew House (1839), 2718 East Franklin Street; and the
deteriorating but still 1mpre531ve White-Taylor House (1839), 2717

East Grace Street. .

~ These and other valuable structures are scattered among less imposing
houses which nonetheless are similar in materials, scale, color and

style. Street grading has exaggerated the existing slopes in many cases,
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2. intersection with Main Street, thence in a northwesterly direction

along Main Street to a point approximately 140 feet east of Twenty-
seventh Street,’ thence northwardly along a line parallel to Twenty-
Seventh Street to a point midway between Franklin Street and Main

-Street, thence extending along a line parallel with the south line
-of Franklin Street .to the east line of Twenty-second Street, thence

extending along the-east line of Twenty- second Street .to the p01nt of

beglnnlng.

;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE it -

Although the first building on Church Hill was the present transept of
St. John's Church, that building did not give its name to the
neighborhood that slowly grew up ‘around it until the nineteenth century.
The area was first known as Indian Hill and later Richmond Hill. The
Libby Hill section owes its name to Luther Libby, whose house at 1 North
29th Street faced the present park; his warehouse, to the south along
the river, at the corner of 20th and East Cary Streets, became the well-
known Libby Prison of Civil War days.

Settlement around St. John's Church was extremely slow, due to difficulty
in scaling the ungraded slopes surrounding the hill in the early days,
and to the natural growth of the city to the west. Most of the residents
were merchants whose stores and factories were conveniently located in
Shockoe Valley below, or along the James River. The 1861 Turpin and
Yarbrough. Houses! at: 2209 :and: 2215 East Broad Streety and the:1849' Hardgrove
House at 2300 East Grace Street were owned by tobacco manufactures.
Yarbrough's factory still stands at ‘the: southwest.corner: of 25th :and
East Franklin Streets, within the borders of the District. Historically,
Church Hill's most significant :structure is ‘St. John's Church, .the site
for the Virginia Convention of 1775, where Patrick Henry delivered his
"Liberty or Death" speech + ‘The burial ground surrounding the church was
the main graveyard in Richmond until the opening of Shockoe Cemetery in
1825.

By the 1890's and early-1900's, the pull westward was too strong for
many of the residents of Church Hill, and they left their homes for
more fashionable areas. The neighborhood deteriorated for fifty years
until preservation-minded citizens began to look toward revitalization
of Church Hill. 1In 1956, Historic Richmond Foundation was established,
and, as a result of its efforts, the city passed an Ordinance in 1957
establishing the St. John's Church Historic District. This zone has
been expanded twice since then.

One of the oldest neighborhoods in Richmond, Church Hill is a fascinating
textbook of nineteenth-century archlteqtural styles. Aside from the
dominant frame mass of St. John's Church at the peak of the h111 the

design elements range from the compact proportions of a brlck Federal;st
house to the intricate iron tracery of late-nineteenth century Victorian

porches. Although most blocks have been filled in completely by town house

dramatic vistas remain across rooftops with the downtown skyline as a
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7. and has created a setting that enhances the visual impact of rows of
houses, especially along North 25th Street and the 2200 block of East
Broad Street. The much-repaired, high brick retaining walls around
St. John's Church, granite curbing, brick sidewalks and cobblestone
paving on some side streets enhance the nineteenth-century atmosphere.
Open spaces exist in the burial grounds surrounding St. John's Church,
the park in Libby Hill, the Mews created along the alley in the Carringtion
Block, and the open vista of the Richmond skyline seen from Philip i
Johnson's new WRVA Radio Station just beyond the western border of
the Historic District. The Patrick Henry Park has replaced a row of
commercial structures that once faced St. John's Church in the
2400 block of East Broad Street, while a one-story brick fire station
stands on the site of residential structures at the northwest corner
of 24th and East Broad Streets.

6. Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory
1957 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D, C., Code: 08

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #127-19
1970 State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
Richmond, Virginia Code: 45

2. The St. John's Church District shall consist of the area beginning
at the point of intersection with the east line of Twenty-second Street
of the north line of the alley between Broad Street and Marshall Street
thence extending along the north line of the alley to the west line
of Twenty-third Street, thence extending along the west line of Twenty-
third Street to the south line of Marshall Street, thence extending
along the south line of Marshall Street to the west line of Twenty-
fifth Street, thence extending along the west line of Twenty-fifth
Street to a point midway between Broad Street and Marshall Street,
thence extending along a line parallel with Broad Street to the west
line of 32nd Street at the intersection with the south line of the
alley between Marshall Street and Broad Street, thence southwestwardly
along the west line of 32nd Street to the north line of Grace Street,
thence in a southeasterly direction along the west edge of the roadway
in Chimborazo Park a distance of 400 feet more or less, thence in a
southwesterly direction a distance of 700 feet more or less to the
intersection of the south line of Libby Terrace and the west line of
Thirty-First Street, thence along Thirty-First Street in a southerly
direction to the north line of Williamsburg Avenue, thence in a
westerly direction along the north line of Williamsburg Avenue. to an.
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View of 2300 Block, E. Grace Street looking east.




'Form 10301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Virginia

[counTy

Richmond (in cit.)

FOR

NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

.00 53

common:  St, John's Church Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC: Church Hill

STREET AND NUM BER:

1See continuation sheet.

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Vi

CODE

760

SOURCE:

INSTRUCTIONS

U.5.G.S. map 7.5', quadrangle

scaie: 1:24000

lbate: 1964

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




NATIONAL
REGISTER



|
|

154 DK,
« |© Gravey’ Wi,
)5 gpan HighSel
A > N/ /
sh L Y

N4 y 4 ’*o"’«‘
SR ¢ 4 b Aa
/2 Bookér T Washinyton
‘o 8ch / Y
v/ bl / S5

DN MEBICAL o i
& 0}“47 v' ;& “}‘ If

ﬁ LbbyTerrace’

e

U.S.G.S. 73' quadrangle (S
Richmond, Va. 1964

HAENY

y

St. John's Church Historic Distriect
Latitude Longitude

NW 37° 32! o2 770 25t 27

NE 370 321 Q20 770 241 43"

SE 37° 31! 30n 770 241 43"

SW 370 31! 30m 770 251 27

207 N2
N 27

Ve ©v

B

2.5 MI. TO INTERCHANGE 8
PETERSBURG 17 MI.

Sy, Pawricks
1 Sel /
A 7
L/ Park (i
. =\

( ) ¢ AR
3y Church

Va .‘& Y, G

-
. By, X 5
o/ ey, e Sch -
Sy & "\\\
& $r

s iy

Q)L . NS
.77\; o)) FD'N“L,A ” STJ”[ | :‘ = \\! '% ) :
o] jan || 17 x| 4\

N 'nda=‘ LNt

gQundiC ) WwiLliamsguka “ [\
-

(=
\ 3\&
*l E\m

\., “nirfield ColPs

vEE} i

S |

et A
b

“Gardea. || | sr|
1L -7%0 0

]
& 2 g,

e s|sns ans
® jaesa /oWt

287 N\ CAPITOL VIEW 1.7 Ml.
=

CHARLES CITY 30 Mi.



T —

) 3
o\ \.)//
<% UNITED STATES COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA RICHMOND QUADRANGLE \\v‘z’j\
g : \
¥ e DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DIVISION OF MINERAL RESOURCES ‘ VIRGINIA @@@zoov
Q’a GEOLOGICAL SURVEY JAMES L. CALVER, STATE GEOLOGIST ! 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) &
- ) 5559 111 NW L ; o 55121
77°30 | 280000m, 281 %82 vELLOW TAVERN 0.8 Mi. 27/30" ' VELLOW TAVERN 1.3 M1 (VELLOW TAVERN)A PEARSONS CORNER|S M. 288, 2320000 FEET| 289 | 77°22'30"
FHrETa: f / T (o e el — <\ Rdee— S | BERGENGE N e Tl \E AR T W OV N\ =\ S
* \ 52 CooTon i . \ bévia SR ) | TRx . SO = -~ Burpside a g//ﬂ g i 1Y/ AR\ (CANIN ‘
= ’ Lakesidel—={a7 , EIN LN dear i =/ T ke \ - - N > >wlCarneals 0 ¢ O\LAN L S B -
2 DN Country Glubee | | ) [ RN /AL L ) ' 74BN \\” \ = ) ’7’\‘%" Al o o NN () ¢ UVl ¢ \
| / NOV 14 1975 (um
l\ﬂﬁ / — ) = 7
£3 ; ek AING et =" : o7 Al : N\ Radio Toiwers - e 5 Y >/O il SR AKX . ) 1470000
A — - 7NN Water®— Nermi ) Z10) 5 i| Radtio Facility o0 =4 N\ e @ P AN NN esthill. = = oo o o C
/ = Tl ’;,: ¢ 3 / == _,;' Z v B | ’; ; \ R N\ ; J J - / Z \ = / .‘ ( - > P / -
—18 A\ i = ol . 4~ > ) L \ y / 7 T ] M/ ! e
¢ 3 et S : j ! ({ = = A G 3 .
S v /{ =% ; HE b
O ooy, Sey ; -,
>N /AS = N : Ao e~ / { ¥ &Y
5.. Q) ST = == g VA S =i ; / / o\ Gl N\
l// {%— NS s 4 / P p et 7 / / o\, / N iy 5 3 -
= - = WA & = A * '\ W ( | \ OX /L N, \t| 4165, Ay ¥ 2
= KT} ,—] N VZA\ w2/ =) 9 e - ‘ W\ ) (M&chamc’wﬂle;:‘.. =/ 8 [ . 75 -
I/ ~ fk = : : = 7 . ; AN 5 o : % ~, % . I~ \\ e N, |S / - oy L)
) \7 {: Z \ . 3 i ¢ 'S DA 0 : L (o7
Wa ki : o~y | / . . Q\,‘ ) ~a
| ‘ LSE— AL = e : dJr 2 % X \ g
4165 = AN (/. IRISDAL s DAL DI .Q A= / : : N 3 83
, W ==t Lo <o Ty
; 5 -3 13,
Brook Hill ; /== 85
: 23
s e Henrigs % §
4164
416‘—1—
3
©
N
&
N
s)
P 4163
3. L
as <
2ok > )
g%}l- ‘ i %‘;‘
s3 . Il i P 6V 3 S
SOl / ] o Y, W / § %)
= vfék Tl RN e T ) L ¢ | 3 i "\/0)0 \ S ____2
% ssatuee , al Al od A e i 77 AR\ ET IR N\ 5| 3§
s % i LAB 7 / /\V\'\ '2 N SERING DAL
e ‘ :D 4 N R) = )
35/ ; 7§ .‘ ol Sty 2 | : : : 2 j 25 j / 35/
> g : N/ SAVANN., ! ; £ e “= .| mg2
: ; > 7 =7 : . ) £ Z ¢ z :
> i N/ — = = = Ny, Z WY~ N
ONFEE] _E_Fb e AQ,R A / / o 5 Ly //j/f“\ 4K /,/- 3
" ; ; ,_ >~ il ‘ i % oI b & % /J & : gle @ ﬁé 2 **77{?) _%}Iﬁl;t'ratidﬁ;):/
B 'Sy ‘ Ji N i b L ; Al 4% : o Ja Db SR o Y
8 ‘ A 3 || Union| Theol F ol N / o) S 00 : S %/, - ¢
. 9 Y, 77 ‘ ; _Z
ollgate oA HOm foff the thohin \ S D = \
3 Y ' ;
o3 S
a0 J AE
2R , part . 9 .
32K N YOy T lischig H ¢ e | 4161
OI N i : : ) ) : ™ ck, W
85 ¢ ) \ i ‘ : 4 ‘ 5 = & :
Ly Parker Z " 2 . S S -S>
4%\ & Field fal| i : [ L
\ hil 3 " ;
s
wEY 4160
2 ital 'E ?Q\
=N : o)
83 o= N 5
5 Q - D7 L T2
a1g() | v | IRGINIA U : 123
UNIVERSITY Py
9, g S
B S ;| R
3 D . - <]
0 * a wiae s Y
m o
5 \
= 3
= WK
o
~
s
4159 i
4158
. |
4158 3 j
S
\ Q ) ¥ "
32'30" e ' @ ig 30
! E 4 N LA\ SE
v o
Eol ] 0 [ N‘E
L i
| [LCHNA LS T Masonic H 58
- l Water T —%E
_ gi
4157 §
9
I
N
3
g
2
g -
=+ 4156
a156 ~
A
\ %
\ { oK i
AN
AANNER
A\ = \ 14N\
2 \ N_Iﬁ’ ] { \E's’
i @l o) v
[} - 4155
—-7»3\&/ @ ) -
SEWAGE | ® =
TReATMENT \® 53
4155 :;l;
Z(D
:
0]
332
]
wg
g
430000 |- “‘“54
FEET
4154"
=
£
&0’
23
T :
sk AR AN DS .
§8 I o : s
8 Ve = 7 4153000m.
€3 L AN K : : 0 O | 153000,
N\ ) f ) 3 ) A \\ ( ™ T W . ) — )
37030, = % 5 l > RN /r N N i h iz g ’_i \\ F ml - | : i | 5 ,l, .Q & % s }\I( | A} \ n / ‘ A ~ i i\ ./ I/ ; Y i ¢ 37030’
77030, 280 AMELIA 32 MI. 281 \ . 58§ ’2&3881000 FEET 27'30" Ci Igg_’gEYR%(é/L?/%ngg %; 4( 1284 (DRssvgs,gyl‘s/ 5&}”.—,_—) 285 1; 95> Y IQD.E‘STA[ggsTgUIggEI@C/&—/;'A “ GE 8 287 \ gflij?TLoELS V(,[fTM\f §07A;»7/ 288 @® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL suz?éf);o:,/e_smNGTON D C —1969 7022130"
0/0\ Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 1 SCALE 1:24000 ?0,\
&% Control by USGS, USC&GS, and City of Richmond * T SR | MILE ROAD CLASSIFICATION XY
MN ) -
;:‘b\ Planimetry by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs N L .. 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 fung Bt Heavy-duty Light-duty i L”’fy&
C N : I ; _ _ >
takgn 1931. Topography by planetable surveys 1933-34 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER Medium-duty o ) Unimproved dirt ———— - ——_
Revised 1964 » P e e e
BTy 2 VTS °29’ Y <7 i
Selected hydrographic data compiled from USC&GS Chart 531 (1959) 107 MILS zé_Mzﬁs— CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET _J Interstate Route [ | U.S. Route (,) State Route
This information is not intended for navigational purposes DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL
SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum . SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER . y
10,000-foot grid based on Virginia coordinate system, south zone MHECKEAN SRANGE GBS HERROXIMATELY 12 FEET /\“/ VIRGINIA
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, zone 18, UTM GRID AND 1968 MAGNETIC NORTH ) e
shown in blue ¢ DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS QUADRANGLE LOCATION RICHMOND, VA.
e ] . o FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 N3730—W7722.5/7.5
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown AND VIRGINIA DIVISION OF MINERAL RESOURCES, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22903 1964
Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST PHOTOREVISED 1968

taken 1968. This information not field checked AMS 5559 11l SW—SERIES V834

Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas



6.

- ) % W/J" ‘ZM/L(% /W uﬂw% ? |

S 17 a7
Dr. Edwerd P. Alexander
Chiartvan
Virginia liistoric Landmarks Cocmission
Roonm 1106
Etate Iliinth Street O0ffice Bullding i
Richoond, Virginia 23219 .
Dear Dr. Alexander:
We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the Fational Reglster of Historic
Places. OSenators Horry F. Byrd, Jr. and William B. Spong, Jr., and
the appropriate Representatives have also been notified. Please with-
hold any publicity on this until you have received & carbon copy of the h
Congressional correspondence.
Sincerely yours,
/87 Eruczi f1ion Coiially
Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeolory
and Historic Preservation
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

VIRGINIA

8t. George's Church
Abinzdon CGlebe iHouse
Abindon Cnurch

Vauclause

Powhaton

Grace Cnxreh

Lew Merket Battlefield Paxk
Faroington

Octonia Ltone

Gocchiland County Court Square
Corotoman

Rock Cactle

Aldie {istoric District
Sweet Brisr licuse

Three Uttexs

Pungoteague, Virzinia
Gloucester County, Virzinia
Gloucester County, Virginia
Northampton County, Virginia
Jaces City Ccunty, Virginia
Yorktown, Virginia
Shenendoan County, Virginie
Albenarle County, Virginia
Greene County, Virginia
Goochland, Virginla
Lancaster County, Virginia
Rock Castle, Virginia
Aldle, Virginia

Sweet Briar, Virginia
Bedford County, Virginis

St. Joun's Cuurch Historic District Richmond, Virginis

Cla Isle of VWight Couxrt iouse
Fortsyville
Eliwood

Suitniield, Virginia
Sussex County, Virginia
Essex County, Virginia
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i
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Propesties added o the Hatiomal Regizter of Historie Places
vmaxm

- VBt. George's Chures Pungstesgue, Virginia
{ibingion Glebe House Bloucester County, Virzinia
J Abluzion Churel ‘Gloucester County, Virgiaia
v Veucluse Borbbanpbon County, Virginis
vEBoshatan . Janen City County, Virzinia
{ reve Church Toxktown, Virginis
v Hew ioraet Battlelicld Perk Shenandosh Comity, Virginis
) Fersington . Albesarle County, Virginis
Jietenie Stone  @reens County, Virginis
J Goocnland County Courd Bquare Gouchland, Virginis
JECerotonan : . Iancsster Countly, Virginis
v Boex Cestle - Boek Castle, Virginia
/#1840 Bistarie District Alate, Virginia
| fweet Yrssy House Sueet Brier, Virsiois
- ’nmw '&zma Badlord County, Virginis

e Historise mmm Richeond, Virgiois
I.’s}.e of sagm. Cmt Houce . Epitafield, Virginia
{ portsvilin fussex County, Virginie
+ Elmood ‘ s Essex County, Virginia
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Hion. David E. Sstterfield dd
w‘m ‘/M- 776

Mr. Setterfield: é:'/Z? 7/;//{6

are pleased to inform you &%, John's Church m? .‘\,,\

\ Eistoric Places. Senstors Herry F. Byrd, Jr., and Willias B. Spong, Jr.,
nave alsc been provided with this information. By eopy of this letter,

S S

the State Liaison Officer, Dr. Fdverd P. Alexander, Chairmen, Virginia
Historic Landwerks Commission, Roos 1106, State Nimth Street Office
£ Butlding, Richoond, Virginis 23219, hes likewise been motified. A leaf-
S 1et explatning the Betionsl Register is enclosed.
Sincerely yours,

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOR, IR,

Wl L'U"Q,

7
8 Enelosure
i S
. Entered in the Betional Register EP15?9?”
;.‘H ecs

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission,
Room 1106, State Ninth Street Office Building, Richmond, Virginia 23219

Director, Scutheast Region




USE original

intermediate 4y . new

ESTIMATED COST

FINAL COST i T

HOUSING UNITS before

R T
after FEDERAL“FUNDS { )no () yes

gHL ( ) NHL Distriect ( ) NR () NR District (X) State/local District ( ) Proposed ( )

Name of district

St. John's Church

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER  John T. Pool

Rte. 1, Box 210
. Quinton,_ VA 23141

SIGNIFICANCE

PRELIMINARY

Date received

Date info requested
Date info received
Date of action

( ) contributing

( ) non-contributing
( ) conditional

. REHABILITATION

FINAL PROPOSED WORK
7-29-80

COMPLETED WORK

Date received Date received Date received

Date info requested Date info requested Date info requested

Date info received Date info received Date info received

Date of action Date of action Date of action

( ) approved ( ) approved/
conditions
( ) withheld ( ) denied

( ) contributing ( ) approved ( ) denied

( ) non-contributing

Reviewer - ( ) plans — Reviewer - v o i

APPEAL
Dacte received

( ) sustained

( ) overturned

APPEAL

Date of action Date received Date of action

( ) sustained ( ) overturned

0072=-80-VA-

316 N, 25th St. Richmond Ind. City - VA




