
F o m i 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

V i r g i n i a 

Newport News (i n c i t . ) 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Denbigh Plantation 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Denbigh; Mathews Manor 
2 . L O C A T t O N 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

.2 mi. SW of southern end of Lukas Creek Rd. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Newport News 

---••I 
f4- i 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
5. CLASSIFICATION 

C O U N T Y ; 

( in c i t . ) 

C A T E G O R Y 

fChecJc One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

S S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i v a t e 

• B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ 1 In P r o c e s s 

[ I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

O c c u p i e d 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

3 R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I C o m m e r c i a l 

1 I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Gove rnmen t 

I I Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I M u s e u m 

[ 3 Po rk 

[ 3 P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

_ O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

IU 
L, B. Weber 

IU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

IU 53 Sherwood Shopping Center 
«/> C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Denbigh Virginia 45 
[p. tOCATiONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION" 
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C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Clerk of the Courts 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

City Hall 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Newport News Virginia 45 

O r t 

r t Z 

— P > ~ 

C'REPRESENTATIdN IN EXlstlNC5 SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 121-7, 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, Archaeology • Office, F i l e 121-8 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 9 • F e d e r a l gg State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y OR T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

Richmond Virginia 45 



[ 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t G o o d 

(Check One) 

I I F a i r • De te r i o ra ted [ 3 R u i n s O U n e x p o s e d 

("Check One) 

• A l t e r e d |X] U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d S O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f f f k n o w n . ) P H Y S I C A L - A P P E A R A N C E 

The f i r s t Mathews Manor House, b u i l t sometime before 1630, measured about 
21' X 51', with a center chimney, a porch chamber, ancTBfick foundations; 
i t probably was brick nogged. There i s an adequate description of this 
house i n 1649, the only house described i n an account of conditions i n 
V i r g i n i a and published i n London at that time. This s i t e also includes 
the house, much along the same l i n e s , b u i l t i n the 1650's a f t e r the 
destruction of the f i r s t Mathews Manor House by f i t S T Samuel Mat^^s, 
sometime acting governor of V i r g i n i a , b u i l t the house and probably was 
absent i n England when i t was destroyed by f i r e . His son, i n straitened 
circumstances and needing a roof over his head, probably b u i l t the second 
house, of simple posts i n the ground, soon after the f i r e . The l a t e r Denbigji 
plantation house of the Digges family was b u i l t nearby i n the eighteenth 
century. " 

The s i t e i s now located on a public park i n the midst of a subdivision. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD f check One or More as Appropriate^ 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n | ' • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y [ 3 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18th den tu r y 

• 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

S P E I C I F I C D A T E t s ) (I f A p p t i c a b t e a n d K i t o v n ) c i r C a 1 6 3 0 , 1 6 5 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

r~l P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

PC) A r c h i t e c t u r e 

D Art 

I I C o m m e r c e 

Q C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

PS| C o n s e r v o t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l 

• E n g i n e e r i n g Q R e l i g i o n / P h i -

|X) Indust ry l o s o p h y 

• I nven t ion Q S c i e n c e 

Q L a n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q S o c i o l / H u m o n -

• L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y Q T h e a t e r 

l~l M u s i c Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

n U r ^ a n P l a n n i n g 

H Other r spec / l j r ) 

Archaeology 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I-

u 

I-

IU 

UJ 

The house i s s i g n i f i c a n t as being one of the few intact s i t e s of houses 
of the f i r s t half-century of settlement i n V i r g i n i a to be excavated. I t 
has additional archaeological interest sine e'̂ 'the e a r l i e s t known porcelain 
i n V i r g i n i a , as w e l l as other early a r t i f a c t s , were found here. The owner 
has attempted to preserve the foundations i n a public garden, and they w i l l 
be interpreted both i n the ground and through a comprehensive publication 
now being prepared by I. Noel Hume. Early blacksmithing operations, 
documented to 1626, are an interesting feature of the s i t e , as are the 
other i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s revealed by the a r t i f a c t s . The s i t e has 
par t i c u l a r interest archaeologically i n that i t provided a rather complete 
chronicle of events on an important plantation for a limited period (1620's 
1660's) with very few intrusions of l a t e r material. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Brochure, "Denbigh Plantation on the Historic James River," published by 
L. B. Weber. 

Florida Anthropologist, Vol. XVIII, No. 3, part 2, 8-14. 
I. Noel Hume, Historical Archaeology. New York: Knopf, 1969. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

37 ° 05 • 40 -
37 ° 05 • 40 " 
37 ° 05 • 03 " 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

76 
76 
76 
76 

33 
32 
32 
33 

00 
06 
06 
00 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > > 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE A C R E A G E OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3 9 0 a C r e S 

ILIST A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T Y 

. XÔ::-'---';.,' / .-X 

C O D E S T A T E ; C O U N T Y 

. XÔ::-'---';.,' / .-X 
S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T Y : / ^ \ C O D E S T A T E ; C O U N T Y : / ^ \ 

S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T Y : / - ' • V V - <3 \ C O D E S T A T E ; C O U N T Y : / - ' • V V - <3 \ 

S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T Y ; U - , ^ ^ r ^ r , ; " , '/ C O D E S T A T E ; C O U N T Y ; U - , ^ ^ r ^ r , ; " , '/ 

m . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James'-̂ ĵ '&tedv. Jr.. Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

D A T E 

November 3. 1969 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Richmond 
U S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National S j State • Loca l • 

Name 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi 

•Date December 2, 1969 

Virginia A5-
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Ofiice of Archeology and Historic Preservatig 

FEB 1̂ '1970 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

Sion 

Date 

Keeper of Tpe National Regjjster 

FEB 111970 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Denbigh Plantation Site Newport News 70000873 

Independent City, 
Virginia 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGS Map 
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MKV.M«.ULUV3lUML t KtWKI I FILE NUMBER 

Locality: 

Original Owner: ^f^tnuei. AMfHrttew^ C*^1k ?? 

Present Owner; 4>3. to*6e^ — ? 
Address: 

Tenant J AfeuJ^^MT A/^uXt, ^ 
attitude of Owner: ' 

Apparent nature and period 

Accession Number: 

DESCRIPTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

f̂̂ S/t. toi/iicaiS o/>«^M. /̂ s''yW/M 

0 

CQHQKCION OF IHE SITE: . ^  
EroalonJ <>f ^^Jg. SjfpCii/lf k/BPt^Jf^.^ 

Lvation 
Encroachment 

^Des truce ioa? U p ^ 

^ Preserve fo i l S M £ * : i i 9 f * t f ,  
' " fti. g»i^«Kb<fc Lease.. 
Salvage_ 
Abandon 

4lU 

t W i - Y u M 

Use reverse aide or separate sheet i f more space is needed 

USGS sheet: site coiieccions neici tyvA 

Ehotograph files :C»C. iw^W^- ' T T ^  

Drawings :,^^;^;^^^ 
Jt6$ a>€sr f¥ue. ^ . . ^ 

SKETCH MAP (cltyJiistoric Structures) 5 f f f ( * y W e / « » 
Indicate North / MAP 

Naoe. address and t it le of recorder 

Infonnant^/^^.e mgts. A^tif^ fc (^v^^U. • SAHkJnf 

Documentation /gS "faci»i;<»»w>i>!C frT > » ^ | D a c e surveyed ""'^'V'^'PWV ^ 

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS CQMMISSIQM ARCHAEOUDGYOFFICE 
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