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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The first Mathews Manor House, built sometime before 1630, measured about
21' x 51', with a center chimmey, a porch chamber, and brick foundations;
it probably was brick nogged. There is an adequate description of this
house in 1649, the only house described in an account of conditions in
Virginia and published in London at that time. This site also includes
the house, much along the same lines, built in the 1650's after the
destruction of the first Mathews Manor House by fire. Samuel Mathews,
sometime acting governor of Virginia, built the house and probably was
absent in England when it was destroyed by fire. His son, in straitened
circumstances and needing a roof over his head, probably built the second

plantation house of the Digges'family was built nearby in the eighteenth
century. - it e

The site is now located on a public park .in the midst of a subdivision.

house, of simple posts in the ground, soon after the fire. The later Denbig
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ) : =

The house is significant as being one of the few intact sites of houses .
of the first half-century of settlement in Virginia to be excavated. It
has additional archaeological interest since®the earliest known porcelain
in Virginia, as well as other early artifacts, were found here. The owner
has attempted to preserve the foundations in a public garden, and they will
be interpreted both in the ground and through a comprehensive publication
now being prepared by I. Noel Hume. Early blacksmithing operations,
documented to 1626, are an interesting feature of the site, as are the
other industrial activities revealed by the artifacts. The site has
particular interest archaeologically in that it provided a rather complete
chronicle of events on an important plantation for a limited period (1620's
1660's) with very few intrusions of later material.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Denbigh Plantation Site Newport News 70000873
Independent City,
Virginia

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
X __ Photographs

____USGS Map
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common: Denbigh Plantation

AND/OR HIsTORIC:  Denbigh, Mathews Manor

2

STREET AND NUM BER:

.2 mi. SW of southern end of Lukas Creek Rd. | T A0

CITY OR TOWN: [

Newport News

STATE: cope |COUNTY: NEPN ) cobe

Vi

(in_cit,)

SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. map, 7.5', quadrangle Mulberry Island, Va.

SCALE: 1:24000
: 196

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




U.S.G.S. 7&' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24,000)
Mulberry Island, Va. (1965) 0

Denbigh Plantation 5
- Latitude Longitude
’ NW 370 051 40" 760 331 OOM
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