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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C O M M O N : 

Cus t i s Tombs 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Custis cemetery at Arlington 
[2. LOCATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: South bank of Old Plantation Creek, .1 mi. W of northern 
end of Rt. 644, 1.3 mi. NW of intersection of Rt. 644 and Rt. 645. 

C I T Y OR ^ O l ^ N : . 
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3. CLASSSFlCATtON 

Northampton 131 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

S Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

S P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

I S Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

I I P rese rva f i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

IX] Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I 1 Government 

• I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[K] Museum 

• Park 

[ I P r i v a t e Res idence 

[7] R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

[ 1 Transportation d] Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

George F. Parsons "7 ''r-: 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Arl ing ton 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cape Charles 
i i l l O C A T t O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Northampton County Clerk's Office 
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J^.Eaa£5d.lle_, 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

V i r g i n i a 45 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission Report #65-1 
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D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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{7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fo i r H Deteriorated • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• Al tered H Unaltered 

f C / i e c * One) 

• Moved Ori ginol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (11 k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

V 
Although there probably are more graves i n the immediate area, visual 
evidence of the Custis family b u r i a l ground consists of two tombs 
surrounded by a poured concrete platform raised a few inches above 
ground l e v e l . The tombs are enclosed by a high iron fence, a l l of which 
is set i n a grove of trees. The limestone slab resting on a low brick 
base marks the grave of John Custis (1630-1696), Major General and member 
of the Council for Vi r g i n i a and progenitor of the Custis family i n America. 
However, his grave is overshadowed by the box-like marble tomb of John 
Custis IV with i t s pyramidal top and drapery carvings on the long sides 
surrounding the ins c r i p t i o n s . On the east end of the tomb is carved the 
Custis family crest, while an elaborate design on the west end uses a 
human s k u l l motif set w i t h i n a shield. 

The o r i g i n a l Arlington house of the Custis family stood near the graveyard, 
probably to the south. m 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l i w b i o n | • T6fh Cert tury 

Q 15th Cen tu ry H 17 th Centu ry 

H 18th Centu ry 

Q 19»h Century 

O 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S> (ll Appticable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Wore as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

n P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t o r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Coain ierce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Q E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l 

• E n g i n e e r i n g R e l i g i o n / P h i -

I I I n d u s t r y l osophy 

I I I n v e n t i o n Q Sc ience 

I I L a n d s c a p e ^ Scu lp to re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q Socio l / H u m a n -

• L i t e r a t u r e i t o r i o n 

• M i l i t o r y Q T h e a t e r 

I I M u s i c Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

O Urban Planning 

S Other (^ectfr) 

History 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G h ^ F I C A N C E , 

The land's h i s t o r i c associations make i t one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
unexcavated colonial sites i n V i r g i n i a . The Custis family was one of 
the more notable V i r g i n i a families, and i t s descendants include the wife 
of General Robert E. Lee and the adopted grandchildren of George Washingtoiji 

The progenitor of the Custis family was Major General John Custis (1630-
1696)_, whose tomb is one of the two remaining ones i n the graveyard. 
"Custis came to Vir g i n i a circa 1650 and established his seat at Arlington 
on the Eastern Shore. He became a man of importance, and by the time 
of his death had served on the Council of Vi r g i n i a and as major-general 
of V i r g i n i a . One of his descendants, George Washington Parke Custis, 
grandson of Martha Washington, was to name his plantation Arlington, i n 
honor of his ancestral home, and thi s i n turn was la t e r to be turned into 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

At his death i n 1696, General Custis l e f t Arlington to his grandson, 
John-Cus-fcis IV (circa 1679-circa 1750), whose elaborate tomb is the other 
extant one i n the graveyard. John Custis IV was the son of another John 
Custis (1653-1713), who served as a member of the Council and as major-
general of V i r g i n i a . John Custis IV was a man of prominence, carrying on 
the family t r a d i t i o n of serving as a member of the Council. He is also 
remembered for his tempestuous marriage with Frances Parke, the daughter 
of Daniel Parke who died while governor of the Leeward Islands. Custis 
was also an outstanding gardener and conducted many botanical experiments 
on the grounds of his house i n Williamsburg. His son, Daniel Parke Custis, 
was to be the f i r s t husband of Martha Washington, and his great-great-
granddaughter, Mary Anne Randolph Custis, was to marry Robert E., Lee. 

The use of s k u l l motifs on the marble grave marker of Jojin Custis IV can 
be found on some other funerary sculpture i n V i r g i n i a , but i t i s ce r t a i n l y 
much more rare here than i n New England. This f i n e l y carved monument is 
important also because of i t s remarkable state of preservation and because 
i t i s signed by i t s maker, William Colley of Fenchurch Street, Lojidon. 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTtFtCA rION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [ g State • Local • 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm. 
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Virginia 45 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Custis Tombs Northampton 70000815 

County, Virginia 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGS Map 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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V i r g i n i a 
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C O M M O N ; C u s t i s T o m b s 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtW 
Cugtis Cemetery at Arlington 

STREET AND NUM BER: 
South bank of Old Plantation Creek, .1 mi, W of northern 

end of Rt. 644. 1.3 mi. NW of jnter.section nf Rt. 644 and Rt. 645. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

V i r g i n i a 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

45 

C O U N T Y : 

Northampton 131 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. map 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

7 .5 ' quadrangle E l l i o t s 

4 , R E Q U I R e M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude ond /ongi tude reference. 
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U.S.G.S.. quadrangle (Scalesi24.000) 
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