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(Check One)
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CONDITION (Check One) (chéck One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Octonia Stone is a granite-type rock which is part of a natural

outcropping in a hayfield. This outcropping forms a small knoll which
contains a few trees and undergrowth. This knoll is on the south side
of a nearby small stream which flows into South River, a branch of the

Rapidan River.
A figure 8, composed of two, nearly perfect circles, is engraved upon

the Octonia Stone, A cross touches the top of this 8. The engraving
was probably made in 1721. N
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[1 Pre-Columbian| (] 16th Century [XI 18th Century 1 20th Century
[ 15th Century (0] 17th Century [ 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) circa 1721

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal’ - [} Education ° X ‘Political - - £3' Urban-Planning - i
[] Prehisteric [] Engineering - [*] Religion/Phi- : [} Other (Specity)-,---
[] Historic ] Industry - - : losophy : AT

[J Agriculture [] Invention ‘[] Science

[ Architecture [] Landscape [] Sculpture .

] Art Architecture [C] Social/Human-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Octonia Stone marks the terminus of the westernmost boundary line of
the 24,000-acre Octonia Grant. This grant was made by Lieutenant
Governor Spéttswood to eight prominent Virginians on July 20, .1722.

The name "Octonia' is probably derived from the Latin for elght. The
eight grantees were Bartholomew Yates, Lewis Latane, John Robinson,
Jeremiah Clowder, Harry Beverley, Chrlstopher Robinson, William Stanard,
and Edwin Thacker. The grant evidently was made as a result of several
separate petitions presented and granted in Council.

The Octonia Grant started near the mouth of Laurell Run (Poplar Run) on
the Rapidan River near Spicer's Mill in Orange County and extended.to

the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Greene County. With the Rapidan
River and its South River branch as the northern boundary, it was roughly
two miles wide and twenty miles long. Some of its lines exist today,
including the one from near Spicer's Mill to the present day Montpelier
property, the easternmost line. These lines formed the base of many

.Orange County surveys, and the Octonia Line is referred to in many deeds.

Inscribed stone boundary markers were rare in Virginia during the

eighteenth century. A property boundary marker of this type so far
west is unique.
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Chamberlayne, Churchill Gibson, ed.,
Middlesex County, Virginia, 1663-1767.

Vestry Book of Christ Church Parish,
Richmond : 1927.

Hening, William Waller, Statutes at Large.

McGill, John, The Beverley Family of

Virginia. Columbia, S. C.: 1956.

Executive Journals of the Council of

Virginia Land Grant Records, Virginia State Library, Richmond,
Orange County Court Records, Orange County Court House, Orange.
Spotsylvania County Court Records, Spotsylvania Court House.
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State Local

National

Title
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Date
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Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chalrman
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National Register.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE
Virginia

COUNTY

Greene

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

anD/oR HisToric: Octoney, Octony, Octona, Octuna Stone

.4 mi. NW of Rt. 637, 1.7 mi. NW of intersection with Rt. 1001

CITY OR TOWN:

(Stanardsville vic.)

STATE:

Vi

CODE |COUNTY:

PHOTO CREDIT: J. R. Grymes

DATE OF PHOTO: 1963

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

J. R. Grymes
Orange, Virginia

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the west.
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) SHERT NimInEn

COMMON: Octonia Stone

AND/OR HISTORIC: Octoney, Octon Octona, Octuna Stone
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MEMBERS

STANLEY W, ABBOTT
EoWARD P. ALEXANDER
MRs. BENJAMIN P. ALsOP
RANDOLPH W. CHURCH
FREDERICK HERMAN
JOHN M. JENNINGS
FREDERICK D. NICHOLS
WILLIAM R. SEWARD
MARVIN M. SUTHERLAND

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS
COMMISSION

Roowm 1116
NINTH STREET STATE OFFICE BUILDING

RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23219
TELEPHONE: 770.3143

June 17, 1970

A

OFFICERS

EDWARD P. ALEXANDER, CHAIRMAN
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

JOHN M. JENNINGS, VICE CHAIRMAN
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23221

JAMES W. MoobDY, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. William J, Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801-19th Street, N.W,

Washington, D, C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Enclosed find our submission to the National Register for
the Octonia Stone in Greene County.
Sincerely,

Wmmjﬂwu.

(Miss) Eleanor Lane
Researcher
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Dr. Edwerd P. Alexander

Chiarmen

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
Roou 1106

Etate Nlinth Street Office Bullding
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Dr. Alexander:

- ﬁb are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure bhave been placed on the Hational Register of Historic
Pleces. Genators Harry F. Byrd, Jr. and William B. Spong, Jr., and
.the appropriate Kepresentetlves have also b?en notifics: —~Please with-
holﬁ any publicity on this until you have received & carbon copy of the
Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

I8/ Eruost Allen Cochally

Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeolozy
and Historic Preservation
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