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bESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check Otte) 

• Excellent H Good • Foir • Deteriorated • Ruins • Uiwxposed 

CCAacIc One) 

Altered • Unaltered 

(Check Ona) 

• Moved Q Original S i l« 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND ORIGINAL ( l lknown) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

As o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t Sweet Briar was a ty p i c a l Piedmont Federal-style 
brick farmhouse, featuring a h i p ^ ^ r o o f , a two-level pedimented portico, 
and exterior end chimneys. Although the oldest section of the house has 
a single p i l e plan, i t has a centered two-story rear e l l which may be 
o r i g i n a l . In 1851, the house underwent an extensive remodelling i n an 
attempt to transform i t into an Italianate V i l l a - s t y l e country house. 
The o r i g i n a l portico was removpd and substituted by a two-level arcaded 
portico with a one-story verandah across the facade. The p l a i n molded 
cornice was replaced by a simple modillion cornice. At the ends of the 
house were placed two three-story Italianate towers of s l i g h t l y unequal 
height and form. Both towers, however, feature three-part windows on 
the upper levels and ornamental iron balconies. Both towers also are 
topped by shallow hipped roofs. The entire house was painted a uniform 
cream color with white trim. Following these alterations and additions, 
the house received further additions on the rear at dif f e r e n t times, part 
of which may date from the early-twentieth century. 

Most of the i n t e r i o r trim of the o r i g i n a l section survives, although some 
of the mantels have been replaced by Victorian ones. The o r i g i n a l woodwork 
i s of the simplest type, with no outstanding d e t a i l s . Much of the trim 
i n the entrance h a l l was replaced as a result of a f i r e i n 1927. The 
simple trim i n the tower rooms complements the fine V i c t o r i a n f u m i t u r e , 
much of which was purchased by the Fletcher family i n Philadelphia and 
New York especially for the house. The f i r s t floor tower rooms are 
further enhanced by elaborate bronze chandeliers and marble mantels. 
Many Fletcher pieces remain i n the rest of the house, making the place 
an important document of mid-nineteenth century i n t e r i o r decoration. 

The house i s set i n a spacious informal park featuring ornamental trees 
and numerous large boxwood. Boxwood i n front of the house that 
o r i g i n a l l y lined a c i r c u l a r drive have grown to great height and make 
a handsome frame for the facade. In the rear of the house i s an 
early but largely r e b u i l t outbuilding that belonged to the o r i g i n a l farm 
complex. 
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Sweet Briar House was probably b u i l t i n the f i r s t quarter o f i h e 
nineteenth century by the Crews (or Crouse) family as a,_six2rpom, 
T-shaped TaraEouse. The land on which the house was b u i l t was 
part of a grant by the CrdtW 'to George Carrington i n 1770. At a 
public auction i n 1830, the property, known as Locust Ridge, was 
bought by E l i j a h Fletcher, a New England school teacher who had 
come to V i r g i n i a i n 1810. 

E l i j a h Fletcher was the owner and publisher of The Vi r g i n i a n , a 
Whig newspaper i n Lynchburg; he also served as the mayor of that c i t y . 
Mrs. Fletcher, the former Maria Antoinette Crawford of nearby Tusculum, 
changed the name of the property to Sweet B r i a r , for the abundance 
of wild roses that grew there. At f i r s t a weekend retreat, the 
Fletchers raade Sweet Briar their permanent home i n 1846. In the spring 
of^l85|/^' Fletchei; began the enl^rgeipen^ of the house hy th^_additipn 
of the tower wings and the connecting arcaded portico i n the I t a l i a n 
V i l l a s t y l e . The project was completed i n about eighteen months. 

After Fletcher's death i n 1858, his daughter^ Indiana inherited the 
house. In 1865 she married_JaiMS^^ Henry_^\i^^ 
clergyman, and two years l a t e r t h e i r o ^ i l j ^ c h i l d , Daisy, was born. 
Daisy died when only'seventeen years old, and i t was i n her memory 
that her sorrowing parents made plans to found a school for g i r l s 
and young women. The college was established i n accordance with 
provisions of Mrs. Williams' w i l l ; i t s charter wa8_granted by the 
Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a i n 1901; and the f i r s t students matriculated 
in 1906. The house now serves as the re s id e n c e f o r the president of 
Sweet Briar College, one of the nation's most prestigious women's 
colleges. 

As a result of the 1851 remodelling. Sweet Briar House stands today 
as a major example of the I t a l i a n V i l l a style i n V i r g i n i a . In a sense 
Sweet Briar achieved i t s picturesque effect i n much the same manner 
as i t s prototype, the vemacular I t a l i a n farmhouse - through alterations 
and additions. Unfortunately the architect of the remodelling i s 
unknown, although an unsigned contemporary rendering of the facade 
showing i t s additions survives i n the College Library. Not only i s 
the quality of the picturesque evident i n the architecture of the 
house, but the informal gardens o r i g i n a l l y l a i d out by E l i j a h Fletcher 
display a romantic i n s p i r a t i o n as w e l l . The many large boxwoods have 
long been a favorite a t t r a c t i o n . 



[» • MAJOR i t m L l O C R A P H I C A L «6FEIIf iWC€S 

O'Neal, William B., Architecture i n V i r g i n i a . New York: 1968. 
Stohlman, Martha Lou, The Storv of Sweet Briar College. Alumnae 

Association of Sweet Briar College, 1956. 
Sweet Briar I n s t i t u t e . 1904 (pamphlet). 
Information provided by Martha von Briesen, Director, Public Relations 

Office, Sweet Briar College, Sweet B r i a r , V i r g i n i a . 
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i FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James Director 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Coimiission A p r i l 21. 1970 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond Virginia 
! 2 . STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A l ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State {S, Loca l • 

s.,i.€3>Ĵ . J-llMAtiLa -^(^y^ 
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

-TjjjgVirginia Hi s to r i c Landmarks Commii sion 

N A T I O N A L REGJSTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

A T T E S T : 

Date 7- 7- 70 Date 

Keeper of The 

JUL 2 7 ^ 











.'XmhiT-i 

/ -

Briar House 
Latitude Longitude 

33' 26" 790 04' 59" 



H30-HR 

Br. DOvsrd F. Alexocder 
Chlarcan 
Vlr^^da Historic Lnodĉ arlui CocmiSBlon 
Booa 1106 
State lanth Street Office Building 
Blchuond, Virginia 23219 

Dear Dr. Alexander: 

Ve are pleased to Itxfora you that the historic properties listed oa 

the enclosure hove been placed on the liational Register of Historic 

Fiaces. Gcnators Hnrry P. Byrd, Jr. and Vllliaa B. Spong, Jr., and 

the appropriate Eepresentatlvea have alao been notified. Please with­

hold any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours, 

Emest Allen Connally 
Chief, Office of Arciieolocy 
and Historic Preeervation 

Ehclocxire 

Entered in the Kational Register 
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Abin̂ idon C.iurch 
V2!uclause 
Powhatcn 
Qrace Church 
Kew ŷ srJcet Battlefield Park 
Piarniln^oa 
ucxozila L>tone 
Gooclxlasd County Court S<iuare 
CorotoxGn 
Bock Cautle 
Aldle iiistoric District 
Sweet Briar iiouse 

Puneoteague, Vlr£;lnla 
Gloucester County, Virainia 
Gloucester County, Virginia 
NorthasTptoa Coimty, Virginia 
Jaees City County, Virginia 
Yorktown, Virginia 
Shensndoon County, Virginia 
Albeaarle County, Virginia 
Greene Coiutty, Virsinia 
Goochland, Vir,3inla 
Lnncaster County, Virginia 
Rock Castle, Virsinia 
Aldle, Vir£:;lnla 
Sweet Brier, Vireinia 
Bedford County, Virginia Turee Otters 

St. Jojn's Church Kistcarlc Ll strict rdLchKoai, Virginia 
Old Isle of \.'isht Court iiouse DudthiUeld, Virginio 
Fortsvillo Sussex County, Virsinia 
£IL:nrood tssex County, yirglnia 
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V Veuciucc 
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^C-C'tw.ii''* S-tCtOB 

J Gbocalcrii Cctmty Cctirt i&q\*cxe 
JCop.:yta.: n 

Glosjcĉ -̂ter Coiurty, Vlrfilaia 
Caouc«:i$cr Couiit.', Viri-inici 

jaKes> City County # Vir^iiaia 
Iarjst.>\̂ i, VirsirJ-.'i 
Shericvn:3oft?i Ccaiity, Vir.-jlBls 
AVtmvccle. Cotmty t Vtr^nia 
Orecao Cowaty, Viroiisitt 

l^scftjter Couaty, Virgiaia 

Aiaie, Vir^aia 

B««rĉ 4:d County, viri^iaia 

VAlidic hiatorie taalrlct 
y r.%̂ i|-̂  l-glf^ aovKK; 
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^ C-t. Joim*3 Caurci-, Matoric ri»ti'i«t ifLic:t.-.'.'?id, VlrciUAa 
ioid oX" tfiiSit C4>urt itowic etgitni'ic-Id, Vir.̂ iJ?la 
is'crtiviUe Sussea Ccuaty, V:,riiialft 

Elmwood Essex County, Virginia 
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