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CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Excellent • Good • Fair 
(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q 
C C h e c * : O n e ) 

Altered 3 Unaltered • 

Ruins • Unexposed • 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

Moved • Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( l l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E ' ' ~ 

The Benjamin Watkins Leigh House, a rectangular three-story structure, i s 
d i s t i n c t i v e for i t s four-bay facade and off-center front door. Although 
b u i l t i n the early-nineteenth century, the exterior character of the 
house has been somewhat altered by the addition of an Italianate bracketed 
cornice and a small Italianate front porch. The house has been stuccoed for 
many years but i t i s not known whether this i s an o r i g i n a l feature. When 
the building became part of the Sheltering Arms Hospital, a large three-
story wing was added to the east side connecting i t to the Grant House. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Leigh House has suffered many unfortunate a l t e r a t i o n s , 
however, the o r i g i n a l s t a i r and some of the woodwork survive. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th C e n t u r y • 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y • 

19th Cen tu ry 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 6 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g ina l E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l • Urban P l a n n i n g • 
P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (Specity) 

H i s t o r i c • Indust ry • l o sophy • A r c h i t e c t u r e 
A g r i c u l t u r e • Invent ion • S c i e n c e • 
Art • L a n d s c a p e Scu lp tu re • 
Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i terature • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • T h e a t e r • 

M u s i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The townhouse known as the Benjamin Watkins Leigh House was b u i l t by John 
Wickham between 1812 and 1816. Wickham's daughter, J u l i a , who married 
Benjamin Leigh, received the house from her father, and the couple made 
i t their residence. Benjamin Leigh, a noted j u r i s t and lawyer, helped 
i n the revision of the V i r g i n i a Constitution i n 1831. He was an ardent 
supporter of states' r i g h t s , and served i n the United States Senate 
during the Jackson administration. Leigh died i n 1849, and the house 
was sold to Lieutenant Governor John M. Gregory. The property eventually 
passed into the hands of Mrs. J u l i a M. Sprately who sold the house to 
the Sheltering Arms Hospital i n 1932. The house i s now owned by the 
Medical College of V i r g i n i a and i s used for o f f i c e s . 

Although r i c h i n h i s t o r i c a l associations, the Leigh House i s a fine 
Federal townhouse. I t plays a very s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e , both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
and h i s t o r i c a l l y , i n one of Richmond's most venerable neighborhoods. 
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Scott, Mary Wingfield, Houses of Old Richmond. Richmond.,: 1941. 
, Old Richmond Neighborhoods. Richmond: Whittet and 

Shepperson, 1950. 
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STATE LfAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service, The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination i s : 
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Name Dr. Edward P. Alexander 

Title Chairman^ Virginia Historic 
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Date mrch 28, 1969 
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S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Richmond ( i n c i t . ) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

COMMON: Benjamin Watkins Leigh House '"^^ y 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I c: W i c k h a m - L e i g h House  
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1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3 . La t i tude and longitude re ference. 







Vir£iiaia Historic Landniir'iS 

ROOK 11G6 
Etsto JSinth Street Of rice Buildins 
Rich2»njl, Vircitiia 23219 

Deor Dr. AlexGadar: 

We wich to iiiTorca you that the prcytxDrties iadlcisied oa the 
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