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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Benjamin Watkins Leigh House, a rectangular three-story structure, is
distinctive for its four-bay facade and off-center front door. Although
built in the early-nineteenth century, the exterior character of the

house has been somewhat altered by the addition of an Italianate bracketed
cornice and a small Italianate front porch. The house has been stuccoed for
many years but it is not known whether this is an original feature. When
the building became part of the Sheltering Arms Hospital, a large three-
story wing was added to the east side connecting it to the Grant House.

The interior of the Leigh House has suffered many unfortunate alterations,
however, the original stair and some of the woodwork survive.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [} 16th Century [] 18th Century [] 20th Century [
15th Century O 17th Century [] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1812'1816

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education O Political O Urban Planning ™
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) A
Historic O Industry O losophy O Architecture

Agriculture (] Invention O Science O

Art O Landscape Sculpture O

Commerce O Architecture [} Social/Human-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The townhouse known as the Benjamin Watkins Leigh House was built by John
Wickham between 1812 and 1816. Wickham's daughter, Julia, who married
Benjamin Leigh, received the house from her father, and the couple made
it their residence. Benjamin Leigh, a noted jurist and lawyer, helped

in the revision of the Virginia Constitution in 1831l. He was an ardent
supporter of states' rights, and served in the United States Senate
during the Jackson administration. Leigh died in 1849, and the house

was sold to Lieutenant Governor John M. Gregory. The property eventually
passed into the hands of Mrs. Julia M. Sprately who sold the house to

the Sheltering Arms Hospital in 1932. The house is now owned by the
Medical College of Virginia and is used for offices.

Although rich in historical associations, the Leigh House is a fine
Federal townhouse. It plays a very significant role, both architecturally
and historically, in one of Richmond's most venerable neighborhoods.
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S E,\\TRY NUMBER
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Wickham-Leigh House
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1000 E. Clay Street
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Richmond
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Vi

ini

CODE

PHoTo crepiT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE OF PHOTO: 1968

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Richmond, Virginia

CRIB VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

(Benjamin Watkins) Leigh House, 1000 E, Clay Street.
Exterior from the southeast.
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H30-I | dpri) 22, 1959

Dr. Edverd P. Alexander

Chudxmn i+

Virginla Historic Landmarlks
Comicaion

Room 1106

State Niinth Street Office Building
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Desy Dr. Alexender:

We wich to inform you that the proporiies indiczted on the

enclesed forms heve been edded o the Nstionsl Reglster of
Historic Plsces. ' ' '

Sincerely yours,

‘3:»’:::{ Z..‘) e

Jexry L. Rogers
Assistant Keeper of the
Nationsl Eegister
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