
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

( T y p e all entries — complete applicable sections) 

1. NAME 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 

Orange 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C O M M O N : 

B a r b o u r s v i l l e 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

B a r b o u r s v i l l e 

2. LOCATION 

STREET ANDNUMBER: ^ £ ^.f g R ^ n , .4 m l . NW of R t . 777, .5 m l . S o f 

I n t e r s e c t i o n of R t . 777 and 678. 
C I T Y O R T O W N l T 

Orangk Virginia,, 45 137 

3. CLASStFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

D i s t r i c t 1 1 B u i l d i n g P u b l i c • P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : O c c u p i e d • Y e s : 

S i te 1 1 Structure • P r i v a t e In P r o c e s s • U n o c c u p i e d R e s t r i c t e d • 

O b i e c t • 
Both • B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d • P r e s e r v a t i o n work U n r e s t r i c t e d Q O b i e c t • 

in p rogress • No: H 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More as ylppropria(e) 

Agricultural • Government • P a r k • 

Commercial • Indus t r i a l • P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e • 
Educational • M i l i t a r y • R e l i g i o u s • 
Entertainment • Museum • S c i e n t i f i c • 

r u m s 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY; 
l i s : 

O W N E R S N A M E : 

C . F r a n c i s Sraithers 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Barboursville Farm 

CIT Y OR TOWN; 

Barboursville 

5. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E : V ' ' ' ' \ 

V i r g i n i a 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Orange County Court House 

< 

» 

0 
H-
to 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Orange 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y ; 5 5 8 a C r B S 

45 

ftEfJftESgNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 

DATE OF SURVEY; l ^ ^ J Federc] m 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

Library of Congress 

S t o t e • C o u n t y • L o c o l Q 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 

S T A T E : 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 

C O D E 

T5B 

I-i o 

(t) 



| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

(Check One) 

Excellent • Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins S l Unexposed • 

(Check One) 

Altered (3 Unaltered • 

(Check One) 

Moved • Original Site g 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ("f / k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

U n t i l i t burned on Christmas day, 1884, James Barbour's house at Barboursville 
stood essen t i a l l y as completed ctrca 1822 from designs by Thomas Jefferson. 
Only two one-story side porches appear to have been l a t e r a d d i t i o n s . Though 
large i n scale, the house contained only eight p r i n c i p a l rooms, the h a l l , 
drawing room, and dining room being two-story chambers. ,The entrance facade 
featured a projecting Roman Doric tetrastyle portico which covered the recessed 
front wall of the entrance h a l l . On the garden front the walls of the 
octagonal drawing room projected into a s i m i l a r portico, as at Monticello. 
The octagonal dome which Jefferson proposed i n his drawing was omitted 
during construction; i t i s uncertain whether the Chinese l a t t i c e r a i l i n g which 
appeared i n Jefferson's drawing around the base of the roof was ever i n s t a l l e d . 
Although the dining room had no chamber over i t , Jefferson indicated a 
false window on the second floor l e v e l i n order to keep the garden front 
sjrmmetrical. This feature was omitted and consequently gave that side of 
the house an unbalanced appearance. Unfortunately, there i s l i t t l e t/» 
evidence as to the appearance of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l trim. 
One might assume that the two-story rooms were crowned by f u l l entablatures 
as at Monticello. 

During the f i r e of 1884 everything except the exterior brick walls, the 
i n t e r i o r masonry p a r t i t i o n s , and the columns of the porticoes perished. 
Now much overgrown by vines, the ruins are maintained and are i n generally 
sound condition. 

To the north of the house are the two curious service buildings which now 
serve as the main residence for Barboursville. I t .is believed ,that .these 
structures were b u i l t c i r c a 1790 and were lived i n by James Barbour u n t i l 
tbe main house was .completed-." As they are b u i l t on the slope of a h i l l , 
they appear as one story on the front with two-story columned g a l l e r i e s on 
the rear. r : • 

Barbour's estate has been known for i t s unusually large and fine boxwood 
which f l o u r i s h on the grounds. A portion of the gardens were once surroundeji 
by a serpentine w a l l s i m i l a r to those designed by Mr. Jefferson for the 
University of V i r g i n i a . 
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SIGNIFtCANCE 

1/1 

l -

U 

Q£ 

I-

(/> 
Z 

lU 

UJ 

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th C e n t u r y • 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y ^ 

19th Cen tu ry H 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECI-FIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

O F S I G N I F I C A N C E f C / l * ick One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g ina l E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 

p r e h i s t o r i c • . E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

H i s t o r i c • . Indust ry l o s o p h y 

A g r i c u l t u r e • 1 nven t i on • S c i e n c e • 

Art LoncJscape Scu lp tu re • 

Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i an • 

C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t o r y • T h e a t e r • 
M u s i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

• 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

In a l e t t e r dated March 29, 1817, James Barbour thanked his friend Thomas 
Jefferson for supplying him with designs for his new house. The designs 
were returned to Jefferson along with the l e t t e r by James Bradley, a 
carpenter, and Edward Ancel .(?), a bricklayer, both of whom Barbour had 
employed to erect his house. Barbour intended the two workmen to study 
Monticello while on their errand and acquaint themselves with the character 
of Jefferson's architectural work. 

As designed, Barboursville more nearly resembled Monticello than any other 
of Jefferson's works. However, the most s t r i k i n g p a r a l l e l , the octagonal 
dome, was omitted (as Jefferson said i t could be) during construction. 
Although i n ruins, enough of Barboursville's walls remain so that they 
can be studied and compared with Jefferson's drawings. Had i t survived 
as designed, Barboursville would undoubtedly rank as Jefferson's most 
important r e s i d e n t i a l work beside Monticello, but even i n i t s present 
state i t s significance as a r e l i c of one of America's most distinguished 
architects i s not diminished. Jefferson's drawings, for Barboursville which 
include a plan and elevations of the entrance and garden front are preservec 
in the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Society. ^ 

Barboursville's architectural significance has often tended to overshadow 
the distinguished career of i t s f i r s t occupant. James Barbour (1775-1842), 
besides being an obvious patron of architecture, was a member of the 
Vi r g i n i a Legislature from 1796 to 1812, and was Governor of the Commonwealtl 
from 1812 to 1814. He was elected to the United States Senate i n 1815, 
where he served u n t i l 1825, then becoming Secretary of War u n t i l 1828. 
From 1828 to 1829 he represented his country i n England as Minister 
Plenipotentiary. He was chairman of the Whig National Convention which 
nominated William Henry Harrison i n 1839, and for many years served as 
president of the Orange Humane Society. He i s credited with having foureied 
the Literary Fund of V i r g i n i a which long supported popular education i n 
V i r g i n i a . Barbour l i e s buried i n the family cemetery at Barboursville. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Frary, Ihna Thayer. Thomas Jefferson, Architect and Builder. Richmond: 
1939. 

Scott, W. W., A Historv of Orange County, V i r g i n i a . Richmond: 1907. 
Lancaster, Robert A., J r . , Historic V i r g i n i a Homes and Churches. 

Philadelphia: 1915. 
Garden Club of V i r g i n i a , Homes and Gardens i n Old V i r g i n i a , 1962. 
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I W , N G A R E ) C T 2 V t J G l , E L O C A T l N G . T H E . R R O J = - k R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

'•SB 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

38° 10- 06 " 
38° 10' 06 " 
38° 09' 22 " 
38° 09' 22 ' 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

78° 17' 28" 
78° ).6_\: 23" 
78° l f e ' " ' 23" ' 
78 17' 28 • 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
C O i F J m N G T H E : a E W > T E R - P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

. . , . . <?F f . E ^ S T H A , N g N E A C R E , . • 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O t » 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

o » i . 

N A M E A N D T I T L E 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s to r i c Landmarks Commission 
D A T E 

July 31, 1969 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 

VI 

o 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Richmond 
12. STA T E LIAISON O F F I C E R CERTIF ICA I ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this noraination is: 

National [X] State • Loca l • 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Title V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commi 

Bate lo- 7- 69 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Reservation 

• NOV 1-2 1969 
Date 
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'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Orange 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

|i mm 
B a r b o u r s v i l l e 

|At̂ D/oR HISTORIC: BarbourSV j 116 
{2_L0CATION ~ 

S V R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

.1 mi E of Blue Run, .4 mi. NW of Rt. 777. .5 ml. S of intersection nf Rt. 
CITY OR TOWN: 7 7 7 ^ 7 3 ^ 

V i r g i n i a 
%, MAP REFERENCE 

C O U N T Y : 

Orange 
M::::::.:v:rV;' XXL 

U . S . G . S . 
1:24000 

7%'. quadrangle 

j P A T E : 1 9 ( ^ 4 

I*. REQUIREMENTS 

Barboi i r .qy inp ya>0 ^ 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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Topog raphy by photogrammetr ic methods from aenal photog ra phs 
taken 1963. Field checked 1964 

Polyconic projection . 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grids based on Virg in ia coordinate system. north and 

south zones 
1000-meter Unive rsal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 17 ,shown 1n blue 

Fine red dashed l ines indica te selected fence and field lines where 
generally v isible on ae r ial photographs. This info(mation is unchecked 
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soo /_ ' 
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UTM GRID AND 1972 MAGNET IC N ORTI-1 
DECLINATION Al CE NTER Of SHEET 

20 ' 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
DIV ISI ON OF MINERAL RESOU RCES 

JAMES L. CALVER, STATE GEOLOGIST 
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THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NAT IONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDAfWS 
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AN D V IRGINIA DIVIS ION OF MI N ERA L RESOURCES . CHARLOTTESV ILL E, VI RGI N IA 

A FOLDER DESC RI B IN G TO POGRAP H IC MAPS AND SY M BOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 
801 19TH S T R E E T , N . V,7. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 2O006 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34-HR 

P r o p e r t i e s added to the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a ces 
(con't.) 

VIRGINIA 

Toddsbury (Gloucester County) 
Poplar Grove M i l l and House (Mathews County) 
Lee House (York County) 
Bowman's F o l l y (Accomack County) 
Wishart-Boush House ( V i r g i n i a Beach) 
Pear V a l l e y (Northampton) 
Hopkins and Brothers Store (Accomack County) 
Hampton I n s t i t u t e ( i n c i t y ) 
C a r t e r ' s Grove (James C i t y County) 
Eyre H i l l (Northampton County) 
L i t t l e Fork Church (Culpepper County) 

^ B a r b o u r s v i l l e (Orange County) 
Mayhurst (Orange County) 
Redlands (Albemarle County) 
Bremo (Fluvanna County) 
Timber Ridge P r e s b y t e r i a n Church (Rockbridge County) 
Millwood M i l l (Clarke County) 
V i r g i n i a School f o r Deaf and B l i n d (Staunton) 
Madison County Courthouse (Madison County) 
Handley L i b r a r y (Winchester) 
A n n e f i e l d (Clarke County) 
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• EriiGSt A l l e n Coni^aiJy 
' C h i ^ f , O f f i c e o f Airch-solOQ^r 

cc : 
Dr. E t o r d P« Alexander^ChairDan, V i r g i t i i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks 
CoEEaission, Rooa 1106, State Ninth Street OfiTice B u i l d i n g , 
Richnond, V i r g i n i a 23219 
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Duplicate l e t t e r s sent to : 
Hon. V; i i i i a ia Belser Spoag, J r . 
Hon. Thoiaas N , Dovming 
Hon., David lidv .̂-vcd S a t t e r f i e l d 
Ifon. W i l l i a n Vvhitehurst 
Hon. Wiii iata Lloyd Scott 
Hon. VJ.Co (Dan) Daniel 
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Hon, J o s l T. B r o y h i l l 
Hon. Richard H , P o f f 
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Hon. V^atldns M. Abbi t t 


