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1. Name of Property 
historic name Bowman Farm 
other names/site number VDHR site no. 033-0283 

2. lypcation 
sfreet & number 1605 Cahas Mountain Road (SR 742) not for {Niblication N/A 
city or town Boones Mill vicinity X 
state Virginia code VA cmmty Fraiddiin code 067 zip code 24065 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
As the designated autiuHity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this _X_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requfrements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my (̂ inicm, the property J L meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this prc^rty be considered significant nationally statewide X locally. ( See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Titie Date 

MMB or Federal agency ind buieau 

In my ofrinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See contiimation sheet 
for additional coniments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official/Titie Date 

Sbte or iUeni *gcncy and burom 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this prq)erty is: /] Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

v^entered in the National Register. 
See continuati(m sheet. 

determined eligible for the National Register, 
See continuatiim sheet. 

determined not eligible for the National Register. 
removed from tl^ National Register. 
other (explain): 



Bowman Farm 
eof i 

Franklin Co., Va. 
County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownershq> of Property 
(Check as naoy boxes at opflf) 

X prwate 
IHd)lic-locaI 
pd)Uc-St^ 
{wblic-Fedoal 

Category of Prope^ 
(Ckeck ady one box) 

X building(s) 
district 
site 
structm-e 
object 

Nomber of Resources within Property 
(Do Ht iBclwte pt'CfioBily Hated nsosroes in the oomt.) 

Ccmtributing Noncontributing 

1 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 

o
 

iHiildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Bmr *NM' if pmpê y is • « pan of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Nnmber of contribating resources ]H-evioBsly listed 
in tke Naticmal Register 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from tnstrDctionfl) 

Category 

DOMESTIC 
AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURE 
FUNERARY 

Subcategory 

single dwelling 
animal facility 
î cMage 
cemetery 

Corrrat Functions 
(Bnlcf cittgariu ftotn isstittitMos) 

Ckaegory 

DOMESTIC 
FUNERARY 
VACANT/NOT IN USE 

Subcategory 

single dwelling 
cemetery 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter cxBgories from instmction^ 

Gemgian 
Victorian 
Craftsman 

Materials 
(Enter categories frnn inslnictians) 

foundation 
walls 

roof 
oth^ 

Stone 
Brick 

Metal 
Wood 

Narrative Description 
(DescrSw Ac UMoric and cwttst condMian ct tihe propcftf on one or more cuMiuuition dbcete.) 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Summary 

The Bowman Farm occupies the southem flank of Cahas Mountain, an outiymg peak of the Blue 
Ridge and Franklin County, Vfrginia's highest mountain. From a low point of about 1,600 feet 
on Cahas Mountain Road (SR 742) at its southem end the nominated parcel rises to the Cahas 
Mountain ridge at 3,571 fe^ elevation. The relatively gentie slopes at the south end of the parcel 
are mostiy cleared, presentiy in pasture but historically mixed pasture, cropland, and apple 
orchsad. The ste^ fc^ested slopes of Cahas Mountain comprise a majority of the nominated 
parcel's 700 acres—a ratio of cleared to wooded acreage that approximates the historic character 
oi tihe fiom. Th& farm is drained by die headwalo^ of Littie Creek and the North Foric of the 
Blackwater River, both tributaries of the main branch of die Blackwater River which is in tum 
a tributary of the Staunton (Roandce) River. 

The Bowman farmhouse incorpwates as a rear wing a two-story brick dwelling dating to the 
1830s. The soutii-facing origiiud section features a ball-iHU-kn--plan io^erkx witib 1^ Georpstn 
styling and a hinged partition that could be raised to open the downstafrs for religious worshq). 
Appended to the east gable-end of the original house is a two-story center-passage-plan fiame 
section dating to about 1900, with weatherboard siding, a Craftsman front porch, and Victorian 
intraior details. Both sections have metal-sheathed gable roofs and, inside, wooden floor boards 
and plaster wall and ceiling finishes. The house was sensitively rehabilitated in 1999. Near the 
house stand three nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century farm buildings including a double-crib 
log bank bam, a mortise-and-tenon frame bam of unusual form, and a granary. Approximately 
a tenth of a mile south of the house and bam complex lies the Bowman fantily cemetery 
containing soapstone and marble monuments from the late nineteenth and early twentietii 
c îAuries. (Note: the following discussion of the Bowman farmhouse is based in part on a site 
visit by the author and in part on a description and analysis by Edward A. Chappell.) 

InventtMy 

1. Bowman House. Ca. 1833; ca. 1900. Contiibuting buildmg. 
2. Log bam. Mid-19th c. Contributing building. 
3. Frame bam. Mid-19th c. Cimtiibuting building. 
4. Granary. Early 20tili c. Contributing building. 
5. Cemetary. Late 19th/early 20th c. Contributing site. 



f m \MOB^ OMB Approval No. 1024.0011 
(«-««) 

United States Dqparteient of the Intmor 
Nati<Hial Park Service 

Naticmal Register of Historic Places 
Continuaticm Shê  

Bowman Farm 
Section numlxa- 7 Page 2 Franklin Co., Va. 

Description (continued) 

Hmise ExteriiK-

The (Miginal Imck section has a Flemish-lxmd fictntt (south) elevation and fmir-course Amoican-
bood gable ends and rear (mn̂ ) elevatimis, all piuiMed brick red. Tho'e are mold^ brick 
comices on front and back. The west gable ead has an interior chimney, whereas the east end 
has an exterior chimney (now covered by the ca. 1900 addition). One-story shed-roofed front and 
rear porches, probably from the tum of the twentieth century, were replaced in kind during the 
1999 rdb2ri)ilitation. These have tumed posts and balust̂ . Hie three-bay froat and rear 
elevations have center doorways with modem wooden doors with glazed upper panels. Winttows 
are six-over-sbt double-hung sash of pegged construction. Both doors and windows have jack-
arched heads. This section has a brick foundation. 

The ca. 1900 frame section has interior brick chimneys, a foundaticm of granite fieldstones, and 
(Mie-over-one windows. Centered on the front of the roof is a decorative gable vertically sheathed 
with nartow boards with sawtooth lower ends, and formerly with a diamond-sĥ )ed vent. The 
decorative work is rqieated m a matching gable on the front of the one-story hip-roofed porch. 
The porcii stands on Craftsman supp(»ts tbat ccKosist of Doric columns on tall brick pedestals 
witti concrete c^. The front entry features a modem six-jmnel wood door in a historic surround 

b̂ ded trim, four-light sidelights, and a two-light transom. 

The most recent secticms of the htmse date to the 1999 rehabilitation. A one-story gabled fcan» 
kitd^ was added to the west gable md of the brick section, rqilacing an earlier but not as 
extensive kitchen of brick constmction that had fallen into disrepafr. The kitchen has 
weatherboard siding, single-light and one-over-one windows, and French doors opening onto the 
front porch of the original section. The other substantive addition is a two-st(»y bathroom in the 
south angle of the original and ca. 1900 s«;tions featuring a two-story bay window. This replaces 
a ca. 1900 appendage with an enclosed room on the first story and a porch on tfae second. 

Htnise IntnicM' 

Hie most significant feature on the interior is tfae vertical beaded board partiticm betweai the two 
downstairs rooms of the original brick section. The sections of tfae psutiticm above tite cfaafr rail 
swing vtp into the âce of the smaUer room (tfae parlor) and fasten witfa faodcs to rings mounted 
on ti»s ceiling. Tfae secticMis swing on plates tfaat may connect to butt-like hinges Iddden above 
the plaster ceiling. When lifted, tfae lower sections of tfae partition wd a cenfral doorway remain 
in place (tfae doorway has a molded surround aiul a six-panel door hung on strap hinges witfa oval 
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Descripti(m (continued) 

terminals. Historically, liftmg the partition sections linked the two rooms visually and facilitated 
thefr use for worship services. 

The (Miginal section iiMeriOT is d^ led in tbe Geĉ -gian style, whicfa is most evident in the design 
of the mantels. These have simple architrave smrounds outiined with molding strips and 
surmounted by shelves with bed moldings. The mantel in the first-floor parlor is a modem 
reconstmction. Tfae fireplaces have flat lintels or are segmental-arched witfa brick linings. A 
boxed windo* stafr i^xt to tfae parlw fireplace rises behind a foar-pmel door and faas a railing 
above with rectangular-section balusters and newels witii decorative tops. A s^r on the other 
side of the upstafrs fireplace rises to tfae attic. Otfaer features of the original section include 
faanging rails, wrought door latches (some, according to Ed Chappell, with "brass knobs and 
springs, 'bean' bandies, and flaps for bar lifts"). 

The ca. 1900 section has a center-passage stafr with tumed newels and balusters and matchboard 
qiandrel sheathing. Doorways have reeded smrounds with tumed comer blocks and molded base 
blodcs; similar trim is used to frame the manties, witfa tfae addition of shelves and bed moldings. 
Wfa^e the original mantel was missing a mod^ one was constmcted with similar form and 
appearance. 

Farm Buildings 

The farm buildings, wfaicfa are no longer used, stand in a group of three to tfae nortfaeast of tfae 
bouse. Tbs largest of these is a gabled double-crib log bam of bank bam form; that is, sited to 
take advantage of the natural slope so tbst both the upper and lower levels are accessible from 
ground level. At the core of the bam are two log hay mows, the "cribs," constmcted of cmdely 
v/saddle-notched oak logs (many with the bark left on) and separated by a central drive-through 
and threshing floor. Numerous openings have been cut into the crib walls to facilitate the loading 
and unloading of hay; most of these openings have jambs that are cut-nailed to the log ends, 
altlK>ugh some, i»esumably the original openings, have pegged jambs. Overhead are log pole 
common rafters that are lai^ied and pegged at tfae ridge and tfaat suf^rt cormgated metal 
roofing. Above tfae central drive-through cross stout timbers with a center opemng, perhaps for 
lifting heavy equipment through to an vtpper ̂ rage area. Surrounding the bam core on all four 
sides is a shed extension with faewn framing members and vertical-board siding attacfaed witfa cut 
and wfre nails. A coi^rete ramp leads up to a frack-hung door at tfae north end of tfae drive-
tiirough. 
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The drive-through floor is surfaced witfa stout planks that are cut-nailed to faewn log floor joists. 
These massive joists extend the entfre width of tfae bam under tfae drive-througfa, cantilevering 
oa the up-ŝ cqie and down-slqie sides; under the cribs tfae joists are staggered so that they extend 
oa eitiher the \sp-slope or down-slqpe sutes Intt not (m both. Tbe log constaiK̂ tion of the cribs 
continues undemeath to form animal stalls witiii mang^ and pegged doOT jambs. The area under 
the central drive-througfa is enclosed with vertical boards aiKl with hewn vertical members 
mortised into sills and plates. Tfae bam stands oa a stone foundation with concr^ augmentation. 

Next in size is a hewn frame bam of unusual fcHtn and construction. Tfae bam core is formed 
by a cage-like ccmsdruction of tall uprights tfaat are mortised and pegged into sills and plates. 
Beams extend across the bottom of the stmcture and a single beam and metal rods extend across 
tte top for lateral rdnforcement. Some cfrcular-sawn uprights replace the original faewn 
members, and tbe structure was raised a couple of feet above tiie origiiud plate level by the 
addition of cfrcular-sawn timbers. The gabled roof of cfrcular-sawn, light-frame, common rafter 
construction (not original to the bam) su[̂ rts cormgated metal roofing and a hay fork rail 
suspended from tfae ridge (tfae faay fork itself is missing). Smrounding the bam on three sides is 
a shed extmsitMi of bewn construction; on the eastem and fourth side is a cfrcular-sawn heavy-
frame drive-througfa supported on a poured-concrete retaining wall (tfae bam abuts a bank on tiMs 
elevation). The north and south side extensions contain mangm and feed alleys with overhead 
faay mows at thefr west ends. The west extension has a cut-nailed board floor and an overtiead 
mow. The bara has slatted vertical-board siding and it stands on granite footers. 

Located between the log and frame bams is a granary of wfre-nailed cfrcular-sawn frame 
constmction indicating a date of constmction after 1890 and likely in the early twentieth century. 
The granary has a cormgated metal gable roof, vertical-board siding, and a foundation 
constracted of piled granite boulders at the corners and a continuous fieldstone wall supporting 
a center joist. The interior contains grain bins and a horizontal board lining that extends partway 
up the wall. 

Cemetery 

The Bowman family cemetery lies to the soutfa and downhill from the farmhouse. Tfae small 
rectangular plot contains about a dozen marked graves and is enclosed by an early-twentietfa-
century post and wfre fence. The oldest inscribed memorials are the crade soapstone headstones 
of Daniel Sr. and Cadimne Bowman, wfaicfa were prctoably niade by an area resident with only 
limited stcmeworidng ability. Between tihe two headstoî  (which faave smaller footstones) is a 



NPS Form 10400-a OMB Approval No. 1024.0011 
(MS) 

United States Department of the InteriOT 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Bowman Farm 
Section number 7 Page 5 Franklin Co., Va. 

Description (continued) 

professionally manufactured marble monument dedicated to botfa Daniel and Catherine and carved 
with a twining vine motif. The graves of Daniel Jr. and Hannah Bowman are marked by simple 
marble faeadstones, as are tbe early-twentietfa-century graves of otfaer family members, adults and 
infants. 

Integrity Statement 

The Bowman Farm possesses a higfa degree of integrity. Tfae farm landscape exfaibits tfae mix of 
cleared and wooded land that characterized it during tfae period of significance, and thefr are few 
modem intmsions within its large and picturesque viewshed. The farmfaouse, now in tiie final 
stages of a sensitive rehabilitation, retains all its character-defining exterior and interior features, 
most especially the hinged partitions associated with the home's use for religious worship. Two 
significant additi(Mis have been made to tfae faouse: a two-story wing tucked into tfae angle 
between the frame and brick sections of the house, and a one-story kitchen off the west end of 
the brick section—both additions replace deteriorated wings in the same general locations. The 
farm buildings too retain tfaefr character-defining features, although water damage has resulted 
from blown-off roofmg and general exposure. A small frame oudiuilding (perhaps an office) witfa 
weatfaerboard siding and a gable roof, and a shed stood near the house in 1977; tihese have since 
disaî peared. Two rainous twaitieth-century frame outbuildings—one a garage—located between 
the frame bam and the farmhouse were removed during the early {biases of the 1999 
refaabilitation. The cemetery, although overgrown at tfae time of survey, is periodically cleared 
of underbmsh and its memorials are in good condition. 
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Name of Property 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mafk 'x ' in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property fbr National Regiater liating.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to tbe tnxiad patterns of our 
history. 

B Pnqyoty ts associated irilfa the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X, C Property embodies the distimrtive chaiBcteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses hig^ 
utistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
uidividual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is Ukdy to yidd, 
mformation unpGitant in ptddslory or histoiy. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark *X' in all the boxes dat apply.) 

Propaly is; 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religiaus 
purposes. 

B removed from ils original location. 
C a bilthplace or a grave. 
D a cemetery. 
E a reconstfucted building, object, cr stracture. 
F a commemorative property. 
G leas than 50 yean of age or achieved significance widiin the past fifty yean. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter cit^ories fiom inatructions) 

RELIGION 

Period of Significance 

Ca. 1833-1923 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 
Significant Dates 

Significant Person Cultural Affiliation 
(Coo^iele if Criterion B is maifad above) 

N/A N/A 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Ejqrfatn the significance of the property on one or more continuation Sbeets.) 

9. M^or Bibliographical References 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Bibliography 
(Qte tiie books, arttcles, and odier sources used in pctparing this form cn one cr more contimiation dieets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing 

(36 CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# 

Primary location of additional data: 
X State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local goverament 
University 
Otiier 

Name of repository: 
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summary 

Located high on the southem slopes of Franklin County's Cahas Mountain, tfae Bowman Farm 
commands sweeping views of tfae Blue Ridge and tfae Blackwater River valley. The property is 
associated with tfae lifeways of a religious sect known as tfae Bretfaren or German Baptists; 
according to tradition, local Brethren used the 1830s Bowman fannhouse for worsfaip. 
Arcfaitectural evidence for this use survives in the form of fainged partitions that were raised to 
open up tihe interior for services. The brick house witfa late Georgian-style interiors was built for 
Daniel Bowman Sr., wfao was influential in tfae Bretfaren community. Daniel Bowman Jr., a 
Brethren leader like his father, added a firame front to the original house about 1900. Near the 
farmhouse stand a double-crib log bank bam and an unusual mortise-and-tenon hay bam; farther 
off is a family cemetery with cradely inscribed soapstone monuments. Together with the cleared 
and wooded farmland that ascends to the peak of Cahas Mountain, these resources comprise a 
Blue Ridge farmstead of historic interest and scenic beauty. 

Applicable Criteria 

Tfae Bowman Farm is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A in 
the religion area of significance for design features of the Bowman farmfaouse-tfae fainged 
partitions—associated witfa its use as a place of worship by a local Brethren congregation. Only 
one otfaer National Register-listed Vfrginia faouse-Rockingham County's Yount-Zigler or 
"Tunker" House—shares similar features and historic context. The property is also eligible under 
Criterion A in the agriculture area of significance for its nineteentfa-century farm buildings, 
including a double-crib log bam and an unusual firame bam, and for tfae integrity of surrounding 
agricultural acreage. The property is eligible under Criterion C for architectural features 
associated with its use as a place of worship. The period of significance extends from cfrca 1833, 
the year tax records suggest constraction of the original section of the Bowman farmhouse by 
Daniel Bowman Sr., until 1923, the death date of Daniel Bowman Jr., like his fatfaer a prominent 
member of tfae local Brethren congregation. The property is eligible at the local level of 
significance. The Bowman Farm adjoins the Cafaas Mountain Rural Historic District, wfaicfa was 
listed in tfae state and national registers in 1996. 

Acknowledgments 

A number of individuals and organizations assisted in tihe preparation of tfais report. Foremost 
among tfaese was the owner of the property and tfae nomination's sponsor, Carey F. Garst. Tfae 
nomination relies in part on faistorical researcfa conducted by Mr. Garst and on an architectural 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

survey and analysis conducted by Edward A. Chappell, dfrector of architectural research at The 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Others wfao provided assistance included architectural 
historian Anne Carter Lee, and Anne Beckett, Suzanne Durham, June Ellis, John Kera, Jofan 
Salmon, and Marc Wagner of tfae Vfrginia Department of Historic Resources. 

Historic Context 

Tfae Bowman Farm stands on land that was acqufred by William Toney as early as 1774. In 1825 
Bendexter Toney and his wife Jane sold a portion of the acreage to Daniel Brough (or Bragfa, 
a resident of Botetourt County), who the following year sold 370 acres to Daniel Bowman Sr. 
(1795-1883). Bowman was a minister and elder witfa the Church of the Brethren, a Baptist sect 
that originated in Germany about 1100. In the early eighteenth century a group of German 
Baptists emigrated to Pennsylvania; by about 1760 tiiey had settied permanentiy in Vfrginia's 
Sfaenandoafa Valley; and about 1765 a congregation of Brethren, as tiie sect became known in 
America, was established near the headwaters of Franklin County's Blackwater River not far 
from the Bowman Farm. "They became good neighbors and exemplary farmers," Franklin 
County historian J. Francis Amos has written, "with particular aptitudes for animal husbandry 
and as orchardists." Franklin County's Brethren distinguished themselves firom antebellum 
Southem society through thefr pacifism and aversion to slavery, and they also differed in thefr 
cultural attitudes. As Franklin County historians John and Emily Salmon have written, "Tfae early 
Brethren advocated the simple life, with an emphasis on plainness, humility, neatness, and 
wfaolesome living." Brethren philosopfay is reflected in the sect's material culture, as discussed 
below in the architectural analysis section of this report.' 

According to tax records, no improvements existed on the Bowman Farm at first, altiiough some 
form of mdimentary dwelling would have served for Bowman, his wife Catherine Naff Bowman 
(1796-1878), and the couple's young faniily, assuming they lived on tfaefr property. The Franklin 
County land books for 1833 record "$370 added for Improvements" on the property, a figure 
that rose to $500 in 1840. Tfaese figures probably indicate the constraction of the original two-
story brick section of tfae Bowman farmfaouse. At the time, as comparison with otfaer entries for 
improvements in the tax records suggest, the Bowman farmhouse would have ranked among tfae 

' Lee; Franklin County Deed Book 11, pp. 162 and 595; Salmon and Salmon, Franklin 
County, 188-190; and J. Francis Amos, "Preface," in Bicentennial Reflections, 1. 
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Statement of Significance (cOTttinued) 

most costiiy dwellings in its area.̂  

The Bowmans made tihefr livelihood from farming. In 1860 Daniel Bowman's farm encompassed 
ISO inqm>ved aoes and 750 uninqiroved acres. Bowman practiced mixed agriculture, raising a 
variety of livestock including faorses, milk cows, cattie, sfaeep, and swine and crops includmg 
com, wfaeat, rye, and oats. Tfae 1850 and 1860 censuses record no tobacco grown on tfae farm, 
altfaougfa in 1879 the family devoted an acre to the production of 700 pounds of tfae leaf. The 
farm produced large crqis of hay, stored no doubt in the substantial mows of tfae nineteentfa-
coitury bams. Examination of tfae federal census slave schedules suggests that the Bowmans did 
not own slaves, in keeping with Bretfaren views. Farm labor would likely faave been provided 
by funily members, otfaer kin, and neigfabors.̂  

The ecoiK>my of the Bowman Farm depended in part on utilizaticm of the farm's forested 
mountain acreage. The Bowman cattie and swine foraged in tiie woods, and until tiie decimation 
of tfae cfaestnut in tfae early twentietfa century tfae frees produced nuts tfaat were gatfaered and 
fransported to the BCinsey & Bemard Store in the nearby Maggodee Creek valley for rail 
shipment. The coming of the raifroad in the early 1890s stimulated e^qiloitation of Cahas 
Mountain fOTests for lumber and tan bark. Rail access also enhanced the profitability of orchard 
production. The soutfa end of tfae Bowman Farm lies near tfae 1,500-foot elevation considered 
optimal fOT app^ growing in Franklin County, and as early as 1879 Daniel Bowman's one-acre 
orcfaard witti fifty bearing trees produced 500 bushels of apples valued at $100, one of the larger 
crops in tihe area. Orchard producAon continued in the twentieth ceatary.* 

^ Franklin County tax records; Ikenberry and Eikenberry, History and Genealogy of Peter 
Bchenberg Family, 319. 

' U.S. census 1850, 1860 and 1880 farm and slave schedules. Tfae 1850 Franklin County 
slave scfaedules are very faint and in most instances illegible. Tfae 1860 schedules are also faint 
and about 30% of names are illegible, but no Bowmans, Daniel Bowman's family or otherwise, 
appeared as slaveowners in tiie proximately 70% of legible sumames for tfae Soutfawest District 
of Franklin County, tfae Bowman Farm's enumeration distiict. A close examination of cowtt 
records may [n'ovide more information on tfae questitm of Bowman family slave own^^p. 

* Pezzoni, "Cahas Mountain Rural Historic District." 
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After Daniel Bowman Sr.'s death in 1883 his hefrs deeded tfaefr interest in the farm-thra 520 
acres in extent~to Daniel Bowman Jr. (1837-1923). Like his father before him, Daniel Jr. was 
active in tfae Churcfa of the Brethren, saving as an elder and ministCT. In 1923 a relative wrote: 
"He was an interesting speaker, and was always listened to witfa tfae best of interest. He was one 
of tiie best 'ffreside preacfaers' I ever saw, and wielded a wonderful influence in tfae community." 
He was also a founding member of tiie Bethlefaem Cfaurcfa of tfae Brethren, built nearby in 1873. 
(Presumably religious use of the faouse ceased at tfais time.) It was during Daniel Jr.'s ownership 
ttiat tbe inesent firame front section of the h(Mise was built, before 1906. Daniel Jr. marri^ 
Htmnah Flora (1839-1904) in the mid-1860s, and tog^l^ the c(Niple raised seven children to 
maturity. A son, Jacob S. Bowman (b. 1879), bought out his siblings after thefr father's death 
and farmed tfae property into the secwid quarter of the twentieth century.' 

The farm was acqufred by local apple-grower Fred Garst in the early 1970s and transferred to 
tfae Garst family orchard business, Occanneecfai, Inc. (Occanneecfai earlier rented tfae property). 
Tfae apple frees planted on the farm during the pmod have since declined and been removed. In 
the 1970s tfae farmfaouse was used by a commune. Carey F. Garst, Fred Garst's son, purcfaased 
S.l acres surroimding tfae farmfaouse and other buildings in 1998. Tfae rest of tihe nominated 
parcel, including the cemetery and cleared and wooded land, remains in tfae ownersfaip of 
Occanneecfai, Inc. Carey Garst is completing a sensitive refaabilitatiim of tfae farmfaouse and 
faopes to opers^ it as a bed & breakfast.'̂  

Architectiural Analysis 

Both tfae domestic and agricultural resources of tfae Bownm Farm faave notable architectinal 
characteristics. Tfae original section of the Bowman farmhouse belongs to a sniall class of 
Vfrginia dweUings that have arcfaitectund features a;»ociated witfa thefr use for religious wOTship, 
and tbe Bowman property is only tihe second sucfa house associated with Church of the Bretfaren 
worsfaip to be nominated to the state and national registers. Tfae otfaer is the Yount-Zigler or 
"Tunker" House in Rockingham County, built in phases about 1800. Like tfae Bowman 

' Franklin County Deed Book 37, p. 209; Ikenberry and Eikenberry, History emd Genealogy 
of Peter Eichenberg Famify, 319; unattributed 1923 obituary of Daniel Bowman Jr.; and Garst, 
"Bowman House." 

* Franklin County Deed Book 269, p. 656; Carey Garst personal communication. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

farmfaouse, tfae Yount-Zigler House faas fainged partitions that could be hooked to tfae ceiling in 
order to CMivert tfae faome's downstafrs rooms into a larger space for worsfaip. Only tfae upper 
faalves of tfae Bowman partitions fainge, faowever, wfaereas in tiie Yount-Zigler configuration the 
entfre partition firom floor to ceiling swings up. According to tradition, seating in tfae Yount-
Zigler House was segregated by sex, witfa women worshiiqiers on one side of the partiticm line 
and men on tfae otfaer. It is not known wfaetfaer a similar practice was followed in tfae Bowman 
farmhouse.̂  

Otfaer, more subtie aspects of tfae material culture of tiie Bowman Farm may reflect tfae Bretfaren 
infiuence. The interior of tfae original section of tfae Bowman farmfaouse is notably plain. At the 
time tfae faouse was built the Federal style was popular in northem Franklin County, as it was 
elsewhere in westem Vfrginia. In local Federal mantelpiece form—a focus of stylistic attentioa— 
tfae style was often expressed witfa projecting pilaster and frieze elements, elaborately 
compounded moldings, and intricate surface treatments sucfa as reeding. Tfae Bowmans's 
neighbors John and Susan Boon, who had a large brick house built at tfae nortfaera foot of Cahas 
Mountain in 1820, had such eiqiressive Federal-style mantels installed in thefr home. The 
Bowman mantels on the other hand are simple and planar in ̂ pearance, witfa arcfaitrave forms 
more akin to tfae GeOTgian style, wfaich would have been considered out of date in tfae 1830s. 
Tfae impression of plainness—even stodginess-presented by the Bowman interiors may relate to 
Bretfaren proscriptions against ostentation. Franklin County historians John and Emily Salmon 
have commented on tfae simplicity of Bretfaren cfaurcfaes from tfae mid-nineteentfa century.' 

The simplicity of the Bowman farmhou^ carries over to the famify cemetery. Tfae faeadstone of 
Daniel Bowman Sr. (d. 1883) is a modest rectangle of pockmarked local soapstone cradely 
inscribed witih Bowman's Christian name spelled "Danl". The headstone of Catherine Bowman 
(d. 1878) is nearly as plain, but witfa a peaked top as a concession to mainsfream tombstone 
design of the era. The Bowman family may have felt unable to afford finer memorials during the 

^ Hill and Fishbume, "Tfae Tunker House." 

' Pezzoni, "Cafaas Mountain Rural Historic District;" Salmon and Salmon, Franklin County, 
190. Tfae Salmons also wrote: "The principle of simplicity no doubt applied to Bretfaren domestic 
architecture as well, although identifiable examples in Franklin County have not survived." 
Fortunately tihe Bowman farmhouse does survive, and its interior freatments conffrm tfae 
Salmons's speculation. 



NPSForm 104aO« (MB Approval No. 10240018 
(8-89 

United States Department of the Interior 
N^onal Park Service 

National Register of HistOTic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Bowman Farm 
Section number Page 11 Franklin Co., Va. 

Statement of Significance (continued) 

period of economic dislocation after the Civil War, OT p e i t ^ the vemacular character of tfaese 
tombstones is an intentional expression of faumility. Whatever the reason, later generations of the 
family appear to have been embartassed by the soapstone memorials. Between the two stones 
tfaey placed a jH-ofessionally made marble monument witii a double-arched tympanum inscribed 
Motiier and Father above a twining vine motif. Otfaer, lata* memorials observed in the cemet^ 
are also [n'ofessionally carved from n(m-indigenous marble. 

Tbe Bowman Farm's two nineteentii-century barns also deserve mentioa. Tfae double-crib log 
bam is a type once common in Franklin County and other areas of westem Vfrginia but 
increasingly rare as agriculture evolves and as old buildings are replaced with new ones OT singly 
allowed to deteriorate. The adjoining Cahas Mountain Rural Historic District is known to have 
faad at least one bam of similar form and construction in tihe past. Tfae Bowman log bam is also 
a bank bam, witfa both its upper and lower levels accessible from ground level~a form tihat 
ultimately derives from the German-speaking areas of cenfral Eur(^ and that was fransmitted 
witfa Germanic settiement from Pennsylvania tfarougfa tfae Shenandoah Valley to northem Franklin 
County. The Bowman log bam is therefore another cultural exiwession, witfa tte Bowman 
farmfaouse, of German ethnicity.' 

Tfae context for the Bowman frame bam is more difficult to identify. The single, cage-like, qien-
sided cube at the core of the bam, lacking evidence of levels or other subdivisions, may have 
served for loose faay storage, as suggested by tfae mangers and feed alleys tfaat flank it on two 
sides and the wagon drive-through on its east side, from whicfa tfae bam would have been loaded 
with the aid of the overhead hay fork. In this reflect the bam resembles one half of a large 
frame cential drive-througfa bam like the antebellum example at Kentiand in Moatgomery 
County, ViMcb features ui^ier-level hay mows with open sides. It is also possible that the bara 
sl^ltered some form of qiecialized farm equipm^; I^miel Bowman Sr. owned a half-interest 
in a cider mill at the time of fais deatfa in 1883. Wfaetfaer the Bowman fiame bam derives from 
a specific type, perhaps with an ethnic aspect like the log bank bam, or wfaetfaer it is an invention 
inspfred by otfaer bams but not developed from them dfrectiy, is at present unclear.'" 

' Ibid. Ed Cbappell faas described the Bowman log bam as a representation of "Gomanic-
Scotch-Irish-Anglo cultural melding in Pennsylvania and the South" (letter, Edward A. Chappell 
to Carey Garst, August 24, 1998). 

Pezzoni, "Architecture of Kentiand," 56-57; Franklin County WiU Book 19, p. 508. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Prcqierty approximately 7QQ acres 

UTM References 
^(•ce «Uiliaiial i n X references on a c 

Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 587430 4108180 
2 17 588200 4107880 

X See oonthwurioii afeeet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Deaoibe Ike boundaries of the property on a ooMiratta Aeet) 

Bomdary Ju^ificatiOTi 
(BapWa wlqr bouadsiies woe teteded on * comhiualion sheet.) 

U . Forai Prepared By 

2kme Easting Northing 
3 17 587360 4105520 
4 17 586690 4106410 

name/titie 
organization 
stireet & number 
city OT town 

J. Daniel Pezzoni 
landmark Preservation Associates date 
6 Houston St. telqilKme 
Lexington state YA zip code 

September 20. 1999  
(540) 464-5315  
24450 

Ac t iona l Documentation 

Submit tbe following items with the compkfcd form: 

COTitiniiation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A Sketch map for histOTic districts and prqierties faaving large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Ad^tkmal items 
( O K U i i l»*e SHPO or FPO fbr airr additional ittaia) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this itera at the rnjoest of the SHPO (r FPO.) 

name 
street & number 
city or town 

Carey F. Garst 
1605 Cahas Mountain Road telephone (540̂  483-5264 x235  
Boones MUl state Vfrginia zipcode 24065 

Paperwork Reductian Act Statement: This mformation is bdng coflected fa applications to die National Roister of WstaicPhaas to aominale properties aadtoaand 
existing listings. Response to this request is requited to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et aeq.). 

BMtaaed •wden SWeneM: PubKc reponing burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 houn per response inchiding die time for revieivi^ instracttoos, gathering and maiMaiBing data, and conpletlng and reviewing the 
ten. DirectoommenlsregaidingtiBsburdeaestimaiearaiiyaapect of this ftjrm to the Chief, Administiitive Services Division, National Pssfc Service, P.O. Box 37127, WaAingMn, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Mmagement 
and Budget, Paperwoit Reductions Pfo)ect (1024-0018), Wathraginn, DC 20503. 
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UTM Referraces (cmitinued) 

5. E585960 N4106540 
6. E585780 N4107290 
7. E586450 N4108020 

V o b ^ Boundary Description 

Tfae nominated parcel cortesponds to Franklin County tax map 25 parcel 14 and includes a 5.1-
acre parcel contained witihin tfae boundaries of parcel 14 fOT a total of 700 acres. Tfae nominated 
parcel is ducted on the Callaway (Quadrangle USGS map that accompanies the nommati<m, and 
a pOTtkm of the n(»nifiated parcel aKX>mpassing sev^ of tihe cimtrilniting resmnces is iociuded 
as Exhibit A. 

Boumiary Justification 

The nominated parcel utiUzes existing property lines to encompass aU known contributing 
resources associated witfa tfae Bowman Farm, as weU as associated forested and cleared 
agricultural land contained witfain tfae tax parcel to wfaicfa the nominated parcel corresponds. 
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Resources, Richmond (same for aU photos) 

6. North elevation of faouse. View looking soutb. 
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Exhibit A: DetaU of tihe Bowman Farm nominated parcel. Scale: 1' = 100.' Resources keyed 
to invortOTy. Ptecraient and scale of resources îproximate. Hie dkection (rf view and nunriier 
of nominaticm friioio^vî  tndiaaed by trianguhu markm. Exhibit adiqited firom a platby Phiiq) 
W. Nester dated October 27, 1998. 
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Exhibit B: Bowman fannhouse, first-floOT sketch plan by DeU Uptm, 1977. Original 1830s brick 
construction indicated by cross hatching; ca. 1900 frame constiuction mdicated by solid black. 
Scale and north shown. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 00000314 Date Listed: 4/13/00 

Property Name: Bowman Farm County: Franklin State: VA 

Multiple Name 

This property is listed in the National Register ofHistoric Places in accordance with the attached 
nomuiation documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination 
documentation. 

^ / Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

The Virgima State Historic Preservation Office requested a substantive review to determine if the 
Bowman Farm nomination establishes that the property meets the National Register Criteria for 
its importance in the Area of Significance of Religion. The nomination form does not provide 
sufficient information to establish the property's historic significance for association with 
religious history, and thus Religion is deleted as an Area of Significance. 

The nomination notes that the farmhouse was used as a place of worship by a local Brethren 
congregation and that this use is reflected in the hinged partitions in the building. The National 
Register Bulletin, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, p. 27, notes that a 
religious property can be eligible if it is directly associated with either a specific event or a broad 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Nunte: 00000314 Date Listed: 4/13/00 

Property Name: Bowman Farm County: Franklin State: VA 

(Cont.) 

pattem in the history of religion, but that it cannot be eligible simply because it was the place of 
religious services for a community, or was the oldest building used by a religious group in a local 
area. The bulletin fiuther notes that a religious property would also qualify if it were significant 
for its associations that illusfrate the importance of a particular religious group in the social, 
cultural, economic, or political history of the area. The nomination form does not specifically 
address either of these two ways in which a religious property can qualify; it does not provide 
sufficient information to establish the importance of the local Brethren community, nor does it 
establish that the use of private residences as places of worship represents a significance pattem 
in the history of religion. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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Janies S. Gilmore, in 
Oovemor 

John Paul Woodley, Jr. 
Secretary of Natural Resources 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRQINIA 
Department of Historic Resources 

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

February 25, 2000 

H. Alexander Wise, Jr. 
Director 

TBI: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 
TDD: (804) 367-2386 

Ms. Carol Shull 
U. S. Department of the Interior/National Park Service 
National Register, History and Education 
National Register ofHistoric Places 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Sti-eet, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Substantial Review Request-Bowman Farm, Franklin County 

Dear Ms. Shull: 
The enclosed noinination, referenced above, is submitted for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Department and the State Review Board recommends 
that the Bowman House meets the criteria for listing on the National Register, but we are 
requesting a Substantive Review of the nomination for the following reason. A member 
of our State Review Board, and the consultant who prepared the nomination, want to 
confum whether there is enough historical context on the Brethren religious movement to 
support the area of Religious significance, imder Criterion A. If there is sufficient 
context, we ask that you proceed with listing the resource on the National Register of 
Historic Places. We would appreciate your guidance, if you feel that the context does 
not support Criterion A. 

The nomination was considered, and generally approved, by the State Review Board. 
There were no owner objections received for the nomination. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. My direct phone 
lme is 804-367-2323/Ext. 115. 

fare CluJistian Wagner 
National Register Manager 

Petersburg Office 
10 Courthouse Avenue 
Petersburg, VA 23803 
Tel: (804) 863-1620 
Fax: (804) 863-1627 

Portsmouth Office 
612 Court Street, 3rd Floor 
Portsmouth, VA 23704 
Tel: (757) 396-6707 
Fax: (757) 396-6712 

Roanoke Office 
1030 Penmar Avenue, SE 
Roanoke, VA 24013 
Tel: (540) 857-7585 
Fax: (540) 857-7588 

Winchester Office 
107 N. Kent Street, Suite', 
Winchester, VA 22601 
Tel: (540) 722-3427 
Fax: (640) 722-7535 


