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i DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The J. J. Ca r r o l l House, b u i l t along Courtlandt Place i n 1912, was 
one of 18 prominent residences facing an avenue which s t i l l retains 
the ambience of i t s early 20th century o r i g i n s . Established as 
an exclusive neighborhood i n 1906, Courtlandt Place, a tre e - l i n e d , 
divided boulevard, has maintained i t s r e s i d e n t i a l i n t e g r i t y despite 
surrounding commercialism i n adjacent blocks. Six r e s t r i c t i v e 
covenants, established i n perpetuity and enforced by a Board of 
Trustees of owner-residents, form the basis f o r the neighborhood's 
continued s u r v i v a l . 

The c l a s s i c a l l y detailed gallery dominating the main facade of 
the two-and-a-half story C a r r o l l House i s the building's most 
distinguishing e x t e r i o r feature. A central two-story portico 
on massive Doric columns i s superimposed over a one-story gallery 
running the length of the house and extending out to form a 
porte cochere on the XA/est. Both the one-story gallery and tv7o-
story portico are crowned by a f u l l entablature and f l a t roof. 
A turned balustrade embellishes the f i r s t f l o o r and the roof of 
t h i s g a l l e r y , but the o r i g i n a l balustrade on the roof of the 
two-story portico has been removed. 

Sheltered by the gallery i s a two-story symmetrical facade d i s ­
playing central double leaded and beveled glass doors with leaded 
glass s i d e l i g h t s . Flanking each side of the entrance are large 
bay windows. The fenestration on the second f l o o r displays a double 
door flanked by narrow windows i n the central bay. On each side 
are two double-hung sash windows. 

To the east i s a tv;o-story wing, o r i g i n a l l y forming a screened-in 
porch on both f l o o r s . I n 1924 under the d i r e c t i o n of B i r d s a l l 
Briscoe, the open porches xvere enclosed to create a solarium on 
the f i r s t f l o o r and additional bedroom and bathroom space on the 
second. Adding i n t e r e s t to the east facade of the f i r s t f l o o r 
v/ing i s a shallow rounded bay, framed by corner p i l a s t e r s . Pilas­
ters also frame each corner of t h i s wing on the ground f l o o r . 

In the 1924 renovation, Briscoe added a second porte cochere, 
similar to the one formed by the gallery extension, to the rear 
of the west facade. Above i t a room was added. 

Crovming the residence i s a steeply pitched, clay t i l e , hipped 
roof v7ith chimneys symmetrically located on the east and vrest 
sides. Dormers provide l i g h t to a large a t t i c area, once used 
as a ballroom. 
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s t o r y f rame garage and 
attached greenhouse. Current owners have the o r i g i n a l land­
scaping plans and in t e n d t o r e s t o r e the design. 

The spacious i n t e r i o r contains a wide c e n t r a l h a l l w i t h the large 
d i n i n g room t o the west and l i v i n g room t o the east. Double s l i d i n g 
wooden doors form the openings t o both of these rooms from 
the h a l l . I n both the l i v i n g and d i n i n g room are handsomely 
carved f i r e p l a c e mantels by Peter Mansbendel, To the east of the 
l i v i n g room i s the solarium. Across the rear of the f i r s t f l o o r 
are smaller rooms which include the coat room and powder room, 
k i t c h e n , b u t l e r ' s p a n t r y , f a m i l y d i n i n g room, u t i l i t y room, and 
c u t t i n g room w i t h e asj access t o the backyard greenhouse. This 
area of the house underwent some a l t e r a t i o n of room arrangement 
i n Briscoe's 1924 design. The second f l o o r has a large c e n t r a l 
h a l l opening onto the porch across the f r o n t and four s u i t e s of 
bedrooms. The t h i r d f l o o r a t t i c , o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r a ballroom, 
has been p a r t i t i o n e d t o inc o r p o r a t e several storage areas, a bedroom 
and bath, and a room w i t h two larg e l i q u o r cabinets b u i l t t o hold 
f i f t h s of v/hiskey d u r i n g P r o h i b i t i o n , 
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The J, J, Carr o l l House, one of the f i r s t houses b u i l t along Court­
landt Place i n the f i r s t two years of i t s development, i s an ex­
cellent example of early 20th century Neo-Classical Revival archi­
tecture. B u i l t i n 1912 i n one of Houston's e a r l i e s t and most exclusive 
subdivisions, the C a r r o l l House r e f l e c t s the elegance and architec­
t u r a l q u a l i t y common along that avenue. Two fireplace mantels by 
Peter Mansbendel, Texas' most famous 20th century carver, provide the 
outstanding i n t e r i o r feature. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the house served as the 
home of J. J. Ca r r o l l and Lena Carter C a r r o l l , prominent business 
and social leaders i n Houston. 

J. J. C a r r o l l , a lumberman, designed his house i n 1912 and i n 
19 24 hired B i r d s a l l Briscoe to remodel and make some additions. 
Briscoe, who designed many houses on Courtlandt Place, was one of 
Houston's most distinguished 20th century a r c h i t e c t s , p r a c t i c i n g i n 
that c i t y from 1906-71. 

Peter Mansbendel, who designed the l i v i n g and dining room fireplaces 
for the Carrolls, also did extensive wood and limestone carving for 
both the ext e r i o r and i n t e r i o r of the T. J. Donoghue House at 17 
Courtlandt Place. A Swiss-born wood carver who apprenticed and 
studied i n Switzerland, London and Paris, Ilansbendel emigrated to the 
U. S. i n 1907. In 1911 he married an"" Austin, Texas, native and 
eventually s e t t l e d i n that c i t y . In Texas Mansbendel became known as 
the leading a r t i s t i n his profession and during the 1920's and'30s 
prominent architects i-/ould summon him to put f i n i s h i n g touches on 
t h e i r most important projects. His fireplace mantels were especially 
popular. I n addition to a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l work, he also created 
an endless array of f u r n i t u r e and household decorative items, Peter 
Mansbendel died of cancer on July 20, 1940, 

J, J, Carroll was i n the lumber business as managing partner of the 
W, T, Carter and Bros, Lumber Co. (The Carter family b u i l t four 
houses on Courtl-ndt Place.) !!r. C a r r o l l served on the Houston School 
Board f o r many years and part i c i p a t e d i n a number of social and i n t e l ­
l ectual a c t i v i t i e s . His wife, Lena Ca r r o l l v;as also active i n lo c a l 
community and p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . Through the Carroll's i n t e r e s t 
t h e i r house became a regional center f o r the Audubon Society. Mr. 
Carroll died of a stroke i n the 1930's, but Mrs. Ca r r o l l continued 
to l i v e i n the house u n t i l her death i n 1971. The present ov/ners 
bought the house from the C a r r o l l grandson i n 1978. 
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