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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 

—GOOD —RUINS JC^LTERED —MOVED DATE-

X F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Round Mountain Stage Coach Inn and livery stable i s in a pastoral 
setting of gently rolling farm land punctuated by 19th century dwellings 
and large native trees with the 19th century Methodist church built 
on land donated by Elitha Martin to the west and bounded by clear, 
active Cjrpress Creek to the east v^ich s t i l l bears traces of wagon 
and coach wheels at the stage coach crossing. What is now the drive­
way between the livery stable and inn was once the stage route. 

The inn is separated from the driveway with a dry-laid stone wall 
defining the spacious front yard on the north. The two-story E-shape 
plan house with gabled tin roof and two of it s original four chimneys 
s t i l l in place was built of locally quarried limestone, with 19* thick 
walls. All of the woodwork is of C3rpress milled at Cypress Mill seven 
miles east on C3rpress Creek. There are s t i l l traces of scored plaster 
on the exterior of the inn. Interior walls are plaster over C3rpress 
lath. Adjacent to the original separate kitchen on the southwest 
is a stone well, and a jug-shaped underground stone cistern i s s t i l l 
in good condition near the east screened porch. 

The north facade of the inn i s missing i t s original double front gallery, 
posts and railings. The second stoiy roof i s now supported by new 
rough-sawn cedar posts two-stoxys high. Theire are four equally spaced 
6-over-6 sash windows flanking the arched central entry with a panelled 
door and side lights replaced with amber bottle glass. The arch above 
the main entry has been replaced with concrete. French doors directly 
above originally opened onto the second story gallery. 

The east elevation shows a two-story window bay which once housed a 
fireplace. Six-over-six sash windows, one upstairs and one down, 
have been installed in the center of the bay. The east facade of the 
south wing shows a two-story screened porch with the one-stoz^ bathroom 
addition on the end, with two small, evenly spaced amber bottle glass 
casement windows on the curved bathroom wall. 

The south elevation shows four evenly spaced 6-over-6 sash windows, 
two upstairs and two down, at the east end of the northern portion 
of the house. The prow-shaped end of the flat-roofed bathroom addi­
tion i s below the gable end of the southern wing's second story which 
has one centered 6-over-6 sash window with the second story of the 
screened porch visible to the east. 

The west elevation originally had ten evenly spaced 6-over-6 sash 
windows with a chimney at the peak of the north wing's gatrle end, and 
another chimney centered in the south wing. The two windows just 
^ r t h of the chimney were left out vihen that wall and fireplace were 
rebuilt in 1973. 

The central entry hall behind the north facade contains the original 
cypress stair with simple but well-proportioned posts and railings 
J.eadij3g to the second fJLoor. The fireplace on the east wall of tibe 
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parlor to the east of the entry has been ireplaced with a window bay. 
The parlor on the west of the entry has had its west wall and fireplace 
rebuilt. The original cypress mantle is missing. The south wing 
of the house, probably added soon after the inn was first built in 
1874, contains a diningroom with a fireplace on the south wall with 
its original cypress mantle and a screened porch to the east. The 
kitchen (once a small family diningroom) is south of the diningroom 
with a massive corbelled stone fireplace on the north wall. A 1973 
one-story prow-shaped stone addition to the kitchen contains a large 
bathroom, dressixigroom and laundry facilities. 

Upstairs the floor plan follows that of the ground floor, except that 
the ceiling and floor of the room above the northwest parlor was 
removed, leaving a balcony effect above the parlor. The three back 
bedrooms can only be reached from the screened porch on the east side 
of the south wing. 

The large rectangular stone livery stable with meeting house above 
has a hipped wood shingle roof with a few ornate brackets s t i l l under 
the wide eaves and a single chimney centered on the east elevation. 
A hay loft and tackroom above the stalls was reached by an interior 
stair, with the large meeting room above reached by an exterior stair. 
The meeting room had two flues for stoves, plastered walls, bead ceiling, 
and chair rails around the walls-

The south elevation of the stable, vriiich originally faced onto the 
old stage route, has a large arched central opening with flanking 
unglazed openings, a l l three with massive concrete lintels replacing 
the original stone, on the ground floor, and three evenly spaced 4-over-
4 sash windows above. 

The east elevation has evenly spaced slits in the stone of the ground 
floor to ventilate the stalls, with a door near t±ie north corner, 
formerly reached by an exterior stair, and three evenly spaced 4-over-
4 sash windows on the second floor. 

The north elevation has one central arched opening on the ground floor 
wide enough for carriages to pass through. 

The west elevation has evenly spaced slits in the stone of the ground 
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floor to ventilate the stalls, with four evenly spaced 4-over-4 sash 
windows on the second story. 

Besides the changes already mentioned, dark green operable shutters 
were originally on the west elevation of the inn. Pieces of these 
have been found and saved. The original separate stone kitchen and 
ice house on the aoathwest has been removed, with stone from the kitchen 
being used for the new bathroom addition. The outline of the kitchen 
foundation is s t i l l visible. 

When William Anderson bought the property in 1971 i t had not been 
inhabited for almost thirty years. All of the window panes were missing, 
hackberry trees had caused damage to the northwest parlor so that the 
wall and chimney had to be rebuilt. Plaster and flooring had to be 
replaced or refinished throughout. 

The present owners are refinishing woodwork and walls. Three rooms 
have had new floors laid of wide center-matched pine to conform to the 
original floors. Mudi work is s t i l l to be done on hallways, ttie 
northwest parlor, and upstairs bedrooms. 

Decay and water damage to the stable is extensive. The stone walls 
need to be repointed before a new roof can be installed. 

The owners hope to restore the stable, and plan to replace the inn's 
upper gallery and restore the interior of the inn. The property will 
be used permanently by the Hemlunds as their home emd will be main­
tained properly by them. 



E] SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X I800 -1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING 

XARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

XAGRICULTURE 

X^RCHITECTURE 

—ART 

X-COMMERCE 

X-COMMUNICATIONS 

--CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

SCULPTURE 

XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

XTRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1874I 1882 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Elitha Smith Martin 

The Round Mountain Stage Coach Inn, livery stable and general store, 
built and operated by widowed Elitha Martin and her son David, was 
the hub of the small Round Mountain oomauinity until well into the 
20th century, as well as being the overnight stop on the stagecoach 
line from Austin to Llano. Located at a crossroads, the inn served 
cowboys moving their cattle north, drivers hauling cotton from Johnson 
City to Marble Falls, as well as miscellaneous travelers from a l l 
directions, including an overnight stop Gov. James Hogg. The 
local post office was in the store with David and Elitha Martin serving 
as postmasters from 1876 to 1896. Besides the commercial aspects of 
the inn, livery stable, post office and store, the Martins maintained 
the large room above the livery stable as a community gathering place. 
Local citizens voted there, held dances, and lodge meetings, as well 
as church meetings. While the store and several smaller outbuildings 
are no longer there, tiie inn and stable are exceptionally fine examples 
of ardiitecture of the period with a strong Georgian influence and 
refinements unusual to rural Texas buildings at the time, sudi as 
lath and plaster walls inside the inn, with exterior walls plastered 
and scored, and the bracketed eaves of the well-proportioned livery 
stable. o6B*to.Ioi> .M?J 

John and Elitha Smith Martin came to Texas in 1856 from Virginia and 
settled in Llano with their four children, where they built a home 
and fort for protection from Indians. Five more children were bom 
to them in Texas. After John Martin died in 1869, Elitha moved with 
her children to Round Mountain in Blanco County. Round Mountain was 
originally called Birdtown for the Rev. Joseph Bird, one of the f i r s t 
settlers. The house he built there in 1854 s t i l l stands, but is in 
poor condition. The town's name was changed to Round Mountain with 
establishment of i t s f i r s t post office (the second post office in 
Blanco territory), on June 29, 1857. 

Elitha Martin built and operated the inn, livery stable, general mer­
cantile store and post office with the help of her son David. David 
Martin was postmaster from October 2, 1876 to December 1877, with 
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Elitha as postmistress from December 4, 1879 to May 16, 1896. David 
Martin founded the Martin Telephone Co. which was the first to serve 
Blanco, Llano, Burnet, Mason, and San Saba Counties for about 20 years. 

An instrument dated August 21, 1882, in Vol. 5, page 176 of the Blanco 
County Deed Records indicated that the Frontier Lodge No. 195, 1.0.OF., 
^ected the second story of the livery stable at their own expense 
and would continue to maintain the space jointly with the Martins 
forever as long as the lease remained in force. The lodge no longer 
exists. 

The property remained in the family, operated by sons-in-law E l i Shelley 
and N. C. Galloway, until May 3, 1909 when i t was sold to a batchelor 
named Herman Glass. He used the inn as a residence and ran the store 
until his death June 12, 1930. Soon after his death the store was 
demolished and a rancher moved the stone to his randi to construct 
a bam. Mr. Glass willed the property to Robert Desmond. Mr. Desmond 
sold the property to Dr. Lewis Heifer of San Antonio. Dr. Heifer 
sold i t to A. J. Sharp of Round Mountain. After his death i t was sold 
to W. W. Johnson of Suffolk County, Massachusetts. It was during this 
ownership, apparently, that alterations were made to the inn. Mr. 
Johnson sold the property in 1955 to Mrs. Edgar Tobin, Tobin Map Co., 
San Antonio. Dr. James Baurle of San Antonio pardiased the property 
in 1969 and sold i t August 17, 1971, to William E. Anderson of the 
Marble Falls Highlander. When Anderson started teaching at The Uni­
versity of Te^asatAustin, he sold the property to Col. Richard T. 
Hernlund and his wife Mae, the present owners, on June 16, 1975. 

^According to an interview with Mrs. Martin's grandson. Tot Galloway, 
in April, 1976. 
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