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1. Name 

historic Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory 

. . • { , ' ' • . . 'i-

and or common 

2. Location 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

dateentered _ j | n ^ 

street & number Putnam Pike ' N . A t not for publication 

c o n g r e s s i o n a l d i s t r i c t # 1 , 
city, town Smit h £ i e I d N . A . vicinity of Hon. Fernand J . St Germain 

state Rhode I s l a n d code 4 4 county P r o v i d e n c e code 007 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public y occupied agriculture museum 
J ! ^ building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment ^ religious 
object N . A . In process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Saint Thomas Episcopal Church (Rev. Donald Bel t ) 

street & number Putnam P i k e 
P.O. 

xQ̂ KflMM Greenville N . A^_ vicinity of state Rhode Island 02 82 8 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S m i t h f i e l d Town H a l l 

street & number 64 Farnum P ike 

city, town S m i t h f i e l d state Rhode Island 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title See Continuation Sheet #1 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Descript ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

X good ruins -X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Sain t Thomas Episcopal Church, b u i l t i n 1851 and a l t e r e d i n 1891, i s 
a handsome Gothic Reviva l b u i l d i n g o f coursed rubb les tone . I t stands i n 
the v i l l a g e of Greenv i l l e on a corner l o t which also contains a mid-20 th -
century p a r i s h h a l l and a modest, wood-frame. Queen Anne-s tyle r e c t o r y . 

The church comprises a t a l l end-gab le - roof nave b l o c k , a f o u r - s t o r y 
c e n t r a l f o r e t o w e r , and a r ec t angu la r g a b l e - r o o f chancel . I t s masonry has 
a banded e f f e c t created by a l t e r n a t i n g wide and narrow courses o f s tone . 
The fore tower has a Goth ic -a rch entrance at the base, s i n g l e l ance t v\rindows 
at the second-story l e v e l , c i r c u l a r windows at the t h i r d - s t o r y l e v e l , a 
b e l f r y w i t h l o u v e r - f i l l e d Gothic arches, and a bat t lemented parapet w i t h 
short corner p innac l e s . The w a l l s o f the nave b lock are a r t i c u l a t e d by 
bu t t r e s ses , set d i a g o n a l l y at the corners , and con ta in s ta ined-g lass l ance t 
windows. 

As o r i g i n a l l y constructed, the building consisted of the nave and 
chancel, with a b e l l gable on the facade. Some stained-glass memorial . 
windows were i n s t a l l e d i n 1866 and other unspecified improvements were 
made in 1879 and 1889 (probably including the i n s t a l l a t i o n of some new 
stained glass, judging from the varying a r t i s t i c styles of the existing 
windows). In 1891 the b e l l gable was replaced by the present foretower. 

The i n t e r i o r of the church is a simple, unbroken space, finished 
p l a i n l y with the exposed framing of i t s hammer beam roof i t s p r i n c i p a l 
decoration. The nave is entered through a pl a i n double-leaf door set i n 
a bl i n d Gothic arch which f i l l s the west end. Above the door i s a small 
shallow gallery (a l a t e r addition) and a lancet window opening into the 
tower. A series of f i v e arches support the roof. Each i s composed of an 
arched brace supported by a hammer beam and a hammer brace which rests 
on a pl a i n corbel. The wall plate, ridge piece, p u r l i n s , r a f t e r s and 
co l l a r beams, a l l of unfinished wood, are l e f t exposed. The walls and ,4." 
ce i l i n g are finished i n pl a i n painted plaster and the f l o o r is made of 
narrow boards. <s 

Light f i x t u r e s are suspended from the hammer braces. Each is composed 
of f i v e simple globes hung from a metal c o l l a r . The church's pews appear 
to be mid-twentieth-century replacements of e a r l i e r f u r n i t u r e . 

To the l e f t of the chancel arch is an octagonal wood p u l p i t and a 
large Gothic Revival chair; to the r i g h t i s a hexagonal stone font and 
the diagonal-boarded door to the sacristy. The sanctuary is separated 
from the nave by a low a l t a r r a i l carved into a series of Gothic arches, 
set two steps above the main f l o o r . The chancel is l i t by three lancet 
windows, the center one the t a l l e s t , and is panelled to a height of about 
7 feet. ...... .. ..̂  .-

In 1951, a one-story, f l a t - r o o f e d parish h a l l was constructed on the 
west side of Saint Thomas; i t i s connected to the church by a passageway. 
The parish house is constructed of concrete blocks of two d i f f e r e n t sizes, 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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l a i d i n a l t e r n a t i n g courses to simulate the t e x t u r e of the church's masonry. 
I t s main entrance i s set i n a Gothic-arch recess i n a p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n 
at the center of the facade. As a s t r u c t u r e less than f i f t y years o l d , 
the p a r i s h house i s not considered a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y or h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i ­
cant, and though i t stands w i t h i n the area encompassed by the nomination, 
i t i s included as a n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e . 

A r e c t o r y , b u i l t i n 1889, stands southwest of the church on the same 
l o t . Set on a g r a n i t e - s l a b foundation, i t i s a one-and-one-half-story, 
gable-roof, clapboard Queen Anne-style d w e l l i n g w i t h a shallow, o f f - c e n t e r 
f r o n t p r o j e c t i o n and a rear e l l . The f r o n t wing has truncated corners 
at f i r s t - f l o o r l e v e l , forming a polygonal bay window, and there i s a 
rectangular bay window on the northeast side. Front and rear entrance 
porches are set i n t o the corners formed by the i n t e r s e c t i o n s of the main 
block w i t h the f r o n t and rear wings. The porches' square posts each have 
deeply cut chamfers t h a t create edges running along what should be the 
faces of each post (see r e c t o r y photo, ^ ) . In a d d i t i o n to t h e i r s t i c k 
balustrades (the one on the f r o n t porch also ornamented w i t h a band of 
minia t u r e s e m i c i r c u l a r and ogee cut-outs) the porches have rows of spindles 
below the eaves. The house's double-hung, two-over-two windows are flanked 
by louvered b l i n d s and topped by small shed hoods. The gable ends are 
trimmed w i t h bargeboards containing i n c i s e d E a s t l a k e - s t y l e decoration and 
l a t t i c e screens at the peaks. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

JC_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics'government transportation 

other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 8 51 Builder/Architect Jhomas^A^ T e f f t 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• St. Thomas Church i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the best 
small-scale Gothic Revival ecclesiastical buildings i n Rhode Island, notable 
for i t s unusual stone construction. The building i s part of a design for 
small country churches i n the United States that includes, and was greatly 
influenced by, the works of Richard Upjohn. The o r i g i n a l portion of St. 
Thomas is important as a surviving example of the work of Thomas A. Tef f t 
(1826-59), one of the most talented architects practicing i n Rhode Island 
in the mid-nineteenth century, and is especially notable as the only 
Gothic church design by him known to have been constructed. From i t s i n ­
ception St. Thomas has been associated with individuals and families promi­
nent i n the socio-economic and ecclesiastical history of Rhode Island. The 
story of the parish's o r i g i n and development contribute to a greater under­
standing of nineteenth-century culture and rel i g i o u s l i f e and the evolution 
and growth of the Episcopal denomination i n the state. With further study, 
more could probably be learned about patterns of philanthropy and archi­
t e c t u r a l patronage at that time. 

The movement that culminated i n the founding of St. Thomas parish began 
in the 1840s, when v i s i t i n g Episcopal clergymen held occasional services 
at Greenville. The Reverend James H, Fames (1814-77), then rector of St. 
Stephens Church, Providence, conducted services here twice i n 1849. In 
October 1850, Fames resigned the rectorate of St. Stephens, reportedly 
for f i n a n c i a l reasons, and became a diocesan missionary. A month l a t e r he 
began to hold regular services i n Greenville, f i r s t i n the Baptist Church 
and l a t e r i n a h a l l . St. Thomas Church received a charter from the Rhode 
Island General Assembly in January 1851 and the f i r s t parish meeting was 
held 5 February of that year. The construction of a church building was 
apparently the chief p r i o r i t y . A l o t was donated to the congregation by 
Resolved Waterman (1787-1886) of Providence, a Greenville native descended 
from the family that had i n i t i a t e d settlement of the v i l l a g e i n the 1680s. 
A well-to-do businessman. Waterman was a communicant and vestryman of St. 
Stephens, where Eames had been pastor, and was a l i b e r a l benefactor of the 
Episcopal Church. Funds were raised by local subscription and s o l i c i t a t i o n 
of friends of the church i n Rhode Island and Boston. The Bishop of Rhode 
Island, the Rt. Rev. John P.K. Henshaw, gave St. Thomas a grant from the 
legacy of the late Samuel J. Larned, who had l e f t the diocese three be­
quests with the s t i p u l a t i o n that each was to be used to help underwrite 
the construction of a church i n a needy parish. The simple Gothic-style 
structure of local rubblestone with a rectangular nave, a rectangular 
chancel, buttressed walls, and a b e l l gable topping the facade was designed 
by Providence architect Thomas A. Tefft and completed i n 1851 at a cost of 
$4200. The structure was consecrated by Bishop Henshaw on 9 March 1852. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one a c r e 
Quadrangle namftNorth S c i t u a t e , R . I . 
UTM References 

| 1 . 9 | I 2 | 8 ^ | l , 0 . 0 l | 4 | 6 | 3 ^ | 4 , 0 , 0 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 ' 24 , OOP 

J 11 . I . . I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

i J I I . I . . I I I 
• I • I I I I 

J_J. 1 l l I 

E L ^ I I I I , I 
G L U I I • I • • Hi I I 

J—L • I I I J L 

J__L 

Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 
The nominated property i s bounded northeasterly by the southerly curb 

l i n e of Putnam Pike (U.S. Route 44), southeasterly by the northwesterly 
(See Continuation Sheet #7) 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Robert 0. Jones, Senior H i s t o r i c Preservation Planner 

organization R. I . H i s t o r i c a l Preservation Comm. date A p r i l 1986 

street & number 150 Benefit Street telephone 4 0 1 - 2 7 7 - 2 6 7 8 

city or town Providence state Rhode I s l a n d 02 903 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local / 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

date 

^^n^eeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 4 1 9 - 3 1 1 
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St. Thomas, G r e e n v i l l e , bears a strong s i m i l a r i t y to a few of the 
r u r a l Episcopal churches executed by Richard Upjohn between 1847 and 1851. 
I t i s n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l to Upjohn's Calvary Church (1847-49) i n Stonington, 
Connecticut, which i s also a stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h a rectangular p l a n , 
diagonal corner buttresses, and a b e l l gable at the f r o n t roof peak. The 
r e l a t i v e p r o x i m i t y of Providence and Stonington (50 miles) makes i t very 
possible t h a t T e f f t was aware of Calvary Church when he designed St. Thomas. 
T e f f t was w e l l acquainted w i t h another Upjohn work, Grace Church, Providence 
(1845-46), a b u i l d i n g which he singled out f o r discussion i n an 1851 l e c t u r e 
e n t i t l e d "The C u l t i v a t i o n of True Taste." 

• The r e a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of St. Thomas, however, l i e s not i n i t s r e f l e c ­
t i o n of Upjohn's work but i n i t s authorship by T e f f t , an innovator i n h i s 
own r i g h t , and i n i t s place i n T e f f t ' s b r i e f but b r i l l i a n t career. Thomas 
A. T e f f t (1826-59) i s one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t , i f less well-known, 
f i g u r e s i n the h i s t o r y of American a r c h i t e c t u r e . Born i n Richmond, Rhode 
I s l a n d , he became a protege of the famous educator Henry Barnard, who 
encouraged him to e n r o l l at Broim.University i n Providence. While s t i l l 
an undergraduate, T e f f t entered the o f f i c e of b u i l d e r / a r c h i t e c t s James C. 
Bucklin and W i l l i a m Tallman as a draftsman. T e f f t ' s design f o r the f i r s t 
Providence Union S t a t i o n (1847 -48 , demolished 1897-98)', executed when he 
was only twenty-one, was voted one of the twenty best b u i l d i n g s i n the 
United States i n a p o l l conducted by the American I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s i n 
1885, and has been c i t e d by Henry-Russell Hitchcock as "...the f i n e s t e a r l y 
f r a i l r o a d ^ s t a t i o n i n the New World." T e f f t was instrumental i n the i n t r o ­
d u ction of the I t a l i a n a t e and Romanesque s t y l e s to Rhode Is l a n d . C a r r o l l 
Meeks l i s t s him together w i t h Upjohn and James Renwick as one of the pioneers 
of the Romanesque i n America. Though not unique i n his p o s i t i o n among the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l avant-garde of the mid-nineteenth century, T e f f t i s notable 
f o r his h i g h l y personal i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s t y l e s he helped to popularize. 

T e f f t ' s authorship of St. Thomas was unknown u n t i l i t was discovered 
during the process of preparing t h i s nomination. This discovery and other 
new i n f o r m a t i o n raises to t h i r t y the number of documented church designs 
by T e f f t , tv/enty-five of which are represented by drawings i n the Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y archives. Of these only eleven are known to have been constructed, 
of which seven, i n c l u d i n g St. Thomas, s t i l l e x i s t (one a d d i t i o n a l e x i s t i n g 
church i s a t t r i b u t e d to T e f f t but d i f f e r s considerably from the p r o j e c t 
drawing i n the Brown archives, though i t s t i l l e x h i b i t s s t y l i s t i c features 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of T e f f t ' s work). P r i o r to t h i s a l l of the T e f f t churches 
known to have been constructed were i n the Romanesque s t y l e . A small 
Gothic Revival church formerly standing at G e o r g i a v i l l e , Rhode I s l a n d 
( b u i l t 1851? 1856?, now demolished; i l l u s t r a t e d i n Hitchcock, Rhode I s l a n d 
A r c h i t e c t u r e ) was once a t t r i b u t e d to T e f f t , but never documented. One of 
the heretofore u n i d e n t i f i e d Gothic Revival church designs among the T e f f t 
drawings now appears to be a study, i f not a f i n a l design, f o r St. Thomas, 
Gr e e n v i l l e . As the only known extant Gothic Revival church by T e f f t , St. 
Thomas puts a new perspective on h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l work. 

(See Continuation Sheet #4) 
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The choice of Gothic f o r St. Thomas may have been in f l u e n c e d by the new 
parish's connection to St. Stephens Church, Providence, though the Reverend 
Eames and the Waterman family--Resolved Waterman and h i s son, the Reverend 
Henry Waterman. The l i n k between the two parishes i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
f a c t t h a t St. Stephens gave i t s o l d communion service to St. Thomas i n 
A p r i l 1852. St. Stephens was.one of the e a r l i e s t Episcopal churches i n 
New England, i f not the f i r s t , t o come under the in f l u e n c e of the Oxford 
movement. I t seems l i k e l y t h a t Eames, as a one-time r e c t o r of St. Stephens, 
was attuned to the p r i n c i p l e s of the T r a c t a r i a n movement. This may account 
f o r the choice of a Gothic Revival design f o r St. Thomas. Henry Waterman 
(1813-76) was r e c t o r of St. Stephens both before and a f t e r Eames's tenure 
th e r e , and i s w e l l known f o r h i s High Church a t t i t u d e s and b e l i e f s . During 
Waterman's second term at St. Stephens, the p a r i s h commissioned Upjohn t o 
b u i l d a new Gothic Revival church i n 1860-62. Henry Waterman was apparently 
knowledgeable about and i n t e r e s t e d i n E c c l e s i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s about church 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , and perhaps he exerted some in f l u e n c e over the planning and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of St. Thomas . Although T e f f t was himself a B a p t i s t , and 
the m a j o r i t y of h i s church designs were f o r evangelical or n o n - r i t u a l i s t i c 
denominations (only one other Episcopal church--in the Romanesque s t y l e - -
besides St. Thomas), he was acquainted i v i t h the T r a c t a r i a n movement. T e f f t 
owned copies of New York E c c l e s i o l o g i s t and p a t t e r n books by A.W.N, Pu-gin. 
Though at variance w i t h h is own r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , the p h i l o s o p h i c a l and 
aest h e t i c d i c t a t e s of the-High Church movement were f a m i l i a r to T e f f t . 

St. Thomas i s h i s t o r i c a l l y notable as a product of missionary a c t i v i t y 
implemented by J.P.K. Henshaw (1792-1852), Bishop of Rhode I s l a n d from 1843-
to 1852. In the annals of the Episcopal Church, Henshaw i s famous f o r h i s 
evangelical zeal. Born i n Middletown, Connecticut, Henshaw spent h i s 
youth i n Middlebury, Vermont, and graduated from the college there at the 
age of sixteen. Before h i s nineteenth b i r t h d a y he underwent a dramatic 
conversion to the Episcopal f a i t h while v i s i t i n g h i s b i r t h p l a c e . Thereafter 
Henshaw devoted himself to church a f f a i r s . He helped s t a r t several churches 
i n Vermont before moving to B r i s t o l , Rhode I s l a n d , to study f o r the m i n i s t r y 
under the Rt. Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese 
and r e c t o r of St. Michael's Church. Henshaw was c a l l e d to serve churches 
i n Marblehead, Massachusetts; Brooklyn, New York; and Baltimore, Maryland--
the f i r s t two before t a k i n g h is f i n a l orders i n 1816. Henshaw was g r e a t l y 
admired f o r h i s i n d u s t r y and e f f i c a c y , r e v i v i n g or expanding h i s own 
parishes and helping to found new churches wherever he went. 

In 1843 Henshaw returned to Rhode I s l a n d as bishop of the diocese and 
r e c t o r of Grace Church, Providence. His missionary labors extended de­
nominational a c t i v i t y i n t o many new areas, e s p e c i a l l y among the growing m i l l 
v i l l a g e s of the s t a t e . He was instrumental i n e s t a b l i s h i n g at l e a s t s i x 
permanent parishes i n the st a t e during h i s nine-year episcopate i n a d d i t i o n 
to mission s t a t i o n s . Henshaw's assignment of James Eames to St. Thomas 
and h i s a l l o c a t i o n of diocesan funds f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the church 
make him a key f i g u r e i n the parish's e a r l y development. 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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he a r c h i t e c t or b u i l d e r of t h i s tower 
ive monumental design and s t r u c t u r a l 
U.S. Route 44 make i t an important 1 

and. 

the l a t e r h i s t o r y of 
to the b u i l d i n g were 

se a l t e r a t i o n s are 
good example of a 
b e l l gable of the 

as a memorial to the 
ion has been found 

As i t stands, the 
character and promi-
andmark i n n o r t h -

A combination of superior a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y w i t h numerous and 
v a r i e d h i s t o r i c a l associations make St. Thomas Church a s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l 
resource. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

curb l i n e of Smith Avenue (RI Route 116), and southwesterly and north- " 
westerly by the southwesterly and northwesterly l o t lines of l o t 171 in 
Assessor's Plat 6, as defined by the Town of Smithfield. I t is intended 
to include within t h i s nomination a granite-post and wrought-iron gate­
way at the head of the path leading to the main entrance of the church 
building. "' • • . •••• ' • .• . • • , • /' . • 
Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ' , : 

The nominated property includes a l l of the elements that constitute 
the h i s t o r i c a l and ar c h i t e c t u r a l significance of t h i s c u l t u r a l resource. 
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1. Name 
historic Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number Pu tnam P i k e N • A. not for publ icat ion 

c o n g r e s s i o n a l d i s t r i c t ' ' 1 , 
city, town S m i t h f i e l d N . A . vic ini ty of H o n . F e r n a n d J . S t G e r m a i n 

state R h o d e I s l a n d code 4 4 county P r o v i d e n c e code 007 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
C a t e g o r y O w n e r s h i p S t a t u s P r e s e n t U s e 

distr ict _ . publ ic - occupied agriculture . museum 
bui ld ing(s) private • unoccupied commercia l park 
structure both work in progress educat ional private residence 
site P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n A c c e s s i b l e entertainment rel ig ious 
object N ^ A , in process yes: restr icted government . scient i f ic 

being considered yes: unrestr icted industr ial . _ t ranspor tat ion 
no mil i tary other 

4. Owner of Property 

name Saint Thomas Episcopal Church (Rev. Donald B e l t ) 

street & number Putnam Pike 

&ixî icimi Greenv i l l e N . A , vicinity of state Rhode I s l and 02 82 8 

5. Locat ion of Legal Description 

courthoû se, registry of deeds, etc. S m i t h f i e l d Town H a l l 

street & number 64 rnrnuin Pike 

city, town S m i t h f i e l d state Rhode Is land 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

title See Continuation Sheet Hi 

date 

depositary for survey records 

city, town 

has this property been determined eligible? ^ yes no 

federal state county . local 

state 
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A Report on H i s t o r i c a l and C u l t u r a l Resources Within the Proposed t 
Highway Study Corridor i'or rhe^Rc"cbiistFuctl"oii of U.S. Route 44...from 
Route 1-295 to Cliepachet. 

March 1978 State 

Rhode Island H i s t o r i c a l Preservation Commission 
Providence, Rhode Island . - \ / 



7. Descr ipt ion 

C o n d i t i o n C h e c k o n e C h e c k o n e 
excel lent deter iorated un.i l tcrod oriciin.il site 

X good ruins X altered moved date . . _ . . . 
fair unexposed 

D e s c r i b e t h e p r e s e n t a n d o r i g i n a l (if k n o w n ) p h y s i c a l a p p e a r a n c e -V^v 

Saint Thomas Episcopal Church, b u i l t i n 1851 and a l t e r e d i n 1891, i s 
a handsome Gothic Revival b u i l d i n g of coursed rubblestone. I t stands i n 
the v i l l a g e of Greenvi l l e on a corner l o t wli i ch also contains a mid-20th-
century parish h a l l and a modest, wood-frame, Queen Annc-style r e c t o r y . 

The churcli comprises a t a l l end-gab Ic - roof nave block, a f o u r - s t o r y 
c e n t r a l foretower, and a rectangular gable-roof cliancel. I t s masonry has 
a banded e f f e c t created by a l t e r n a t i n g wide ynd narrow courses of stone. 
The foretower has a Gotliic-.'irch entrance at the base, s i n g l e lancet v\rindows 
at the second-story l e v e l , c i r c u l a r windows at tlie t h i r d - s t o r ) ^ l e v e l , a 
b e l f r y w i t l i l o u v e r - f i l l e d (lOthic arches, and a battlemented i^-irapct w i t h 
short corner pinnacles. 'i'hc walls of l l i c nave block are a r t i c u l a t e d by 
but t r e s s e s , set d i a g o n a l l y at the corners, and contain stained-glass lancet 
windows. • . • . 

As o r i g i n a l l y constructed, the b u i l d i n g consisted of the nave and 
chancel, w i t h a b e l l gable on the facade. Some stained-glass memorial 
windows were i n s t a l l e d i n J866 and other unspecified improvements were 
made i n 1879 and 1889 (probably i n c l u d i n g the i n s t a l l a t i o n of some new 
stained glass, judging from the varying a r t i s t i c s t y l e s of the e x i s t i n g 
windows). In 1891 the b e l l gable was replaced by the present foretower. 

The i n t e r i o r of the church i s a simple, unbroken space, f i n i s h e d 
p l a i n l y w i t h the exposed framing of i t s hammer beam roof i t s p r i n c i p a l 
decoration. The nave i s entered through a p l a i n double-leaf door set i n 
a b l i n d Gothic arch which f i l l s the"west end. Above the door i s a small 
shallow g a l l e r y (a l a t e r a d d i t i o n ) and a lancet window opening i n t o the 
tov.'er. A series of f i v e arciies support the roof. liach i s composed of an 
arched brace supported by a hammer beam and a hammer brace which r e s t s 
on a p l a i n c o r b e l . The w a l l p l a t e , ridge piece, p u r l i n s , r a f t e r s and 
c o l l a r beams, a l l of u n f i n i s h e d wood, are l e f t exposed. The walls and 
c e i l i n g are f i n i s h e d i n p l a i n painted p l a s t e r and the f l o o r i s made of 
narrow boards. 

Light f i x t u r e s are suspended from the hammer braces. Each i s composed 
of f i v e simple globes hung from a metal c o l l a r . The church's pews appear 
to be mid-twentieth-century replacements of e a r l i e r f u r n i t u r e . 

To the l e f t of the chancel arch is an octagonal wood p u l p i t and a 
large Gothic Revival c h a i r ; to the r i g h t i s a hexagonal stone font and 
the diagonal-boarded door to the s a c r i s t y . The sanctuary i s separated 
from the nave by a low a l t a r r a i l carved inl() a scries of Gothic arches, 
set two steps above the main f l o o r . The chancel i s l i t l)y three lancet 
windows, the center one the t a l l e s t , and i s panelled to a height of about 
7 f e e t . . , 

In 1951, a one-story, f l a t - r o o f e d parish h a l l was constructed on the 
west side of Saint Thomas; i t i s connected to the cliurch by a passageway. 
The p a r i s h house i s constructed of concrete blocks of two d i f f e r e n t s i z e s , 

(Sec Continuation Sheet ^2) 
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l a i d i n a l t e r n a t i n g courses to simulate tlie t e x t u r e of the church's masonry, 
I t s main entrance i s set i n a Gothic-arch recess i n a p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n 
at t l i e center of the facade. As a s t r u c t u r e less than f i f t y years o l d , 
the p a r i s l i house i s not considered a r c i u t c c t u r a l l y or h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i ­
cant, and though i t stands w i t h i n the area encompassed by the nomination, 
i t i s included as a n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e . 

of the church on the same 
one - and - one - l i a l f - s t o r y , 
wit h a sliallow, o f f - c e n t e r 

truncated corners 
, and tl i e r e i s a 
and rear entrance 

A r e c t o r y , b u i l t i n 1889, stands southwest 
l o t . Set-on a g r a n i t e - s l a b foundation, i t is a 
gable-roof, clapboard Queen Anne-style dwelli n g 
f r o n t p r o j e c t i o n and a rear e l l . Tlie f r o n t wing has 
at f i r s t - f l o o r l e v e l , forming a polygonal bay window 
rectangular bay window on the northeast side. Front 
porches are set i n t o the corners formed by the i n t e r s e c t i o n s of the main 
block w i t h the f r o n t and rear wings. The porches' scjuare posts each have 
deeply cut chamfers t h a t create edges running along what should be the 
faces of each post (see re c t o r y photo, ^ ) . In a d d i t i o n to t h e i r s t i c k 
balustrades (the one on the f r o n t porch also ornamented w i t h a band of 
minia t u r e s e m i c i r c u l a r and ogee cut-outs) the porches have rows of spindles 
below the eaves. The house's doui) 1 c - hung , two-over-two windows are flanked 
by louvered b l i n d s and topped by small shed hoods. The gable ends are 
trimmed w i t h bargeboards containing incised Eastlake-style decoration and 
l a t t i c e screens at tlie peaks. 



8. S igni f icance 

Per iod 
prehistor ic 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

S p e c i f i c d a t e s 

A r e a s of S i g n i f i c a n c o — C h e c k a n d ju<: l i fy b e l o w 

archcology-prchis to i ic 
archeology-histor ic 
agr icul ture 

X architecture 
art 

commerce 
communicat ions 

1851 

community planning 
conservat ion 
economics 
education 
engineering 
explorat ion settlement 
industry 
invention 

Ini idscape architecture 
law 
literature 
mil i tary 
music 
phi losophy 
pol i t ics government 

Bui lder A r c h i t e c t Thomas A. T e f f t 

rel ig ion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitar ian 
theater 
t ranspor tat ion 
other (specify) 

S t a t e m e n t of S i g n i f i c a n c e (in one paragraph) 

St. Thomas Church i s a r c l i i t e c t u r a 1 l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the best 
small-scale Gothic Revival e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g s i n Rhode I s l a n d , notable 
f o r i t s unusual stone c o n s t r u c t i o n . The b u i l d i n g i s part of a design for 
small country churches i n the United States t h a t includes, and was g r e a t l y 
infl u e n c e d by, tli e works of Richard Ui\john. The o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of St. 
Thomas i s important as a s u r v i v i n g example of the work of Thomas A. T e f f t 
(1826-59), one of the most t a l e n t e d a r c h i t e c t s p r a c t i c i n g i n Rhode Island 
in the mid-nineteenth century, and i s e s p e c i a l l y notable as the only 
Gothic church design by him known to iiave been constructed. Prom i t s i n ­
ception St. Thomas has been associated w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s promi­
nent i n the socio-economic and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i s t o r y of Rhode Is l a n d . The 
st o r y of tli e parish's o r i g i n and development c o n t r i b u t e to a greater under­
standing of nineteenth-ccntur)- c u l t u r e and r e l i g i o u s l i f e and the e v o l u t i o n 
and growth of the Episcopal denomination i n the s t a t e . With f u r t h e r study, 
more could probably be learned about patterns of phi l a n t h r o p y and a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l patronage at t h a t time. 

The movement t h a t culminated in the founding', of St. Tliomas j i a r i s l i began 
i n the 1840s, when v i s i t i n g Episcopal clergymen Iield occasional services 
at G r e e n v i l l e . The Reverend James I I . Eames (1814-77), then r e c t o r of St. . 
Stephens Church, Providence, conducted services here twice i n 1849. In 
October 1850, Eames resigned the r e c t o r a t e of St. Stephens, r e p o r t e d l y 
f o r f i n a n c i a l reasons 
began to hold regular 
and l a t e r i n a h a l l . 
I s l a n d General Assembly i n January 1851 and the f i r s t p a r i s h meeting was 
held 5 February of tha t year. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of a church b u i l d i n g was 
apparently the c h i e f p r i o r i t y . A l o t was donated to the congregation by 
Resolved Waterman (1787-1886) of Providence, a Greenv i l l e n a t i v e descended 
from the f a m i l y t h a t had i n i t i a t e d settlement of the v i l l a g e i n the 1680s. 
A well-to-do businessman. Waterman was a comiminicant and vestryman of St. 
Stephens, where Eames had been pastor, and was a l i b e r a l benefactor of the 
Episcopal Church. Funds were raised by local subsc i-i pt i oji and s o l i c i t a t i o n 
of f r i e n d s of tlie church i n Rhode Island and Boston. The Bishop of Rhode 
Is l a n d , the Rt. Rev. John P.K. Henshaw, gave 
legacy of the l a t e Samuel J. Larned, who had 
quests w i t h the s t i p u l a t i o n th.at each was to 

, and became a diocesan missionary. A month l a t e r he 
services i n G r e e n v i l l e , f i r s t in the Ba p t i s t Church 
St. Thomas Church received a charter from the Rhode 

St. Thomas a grant from the 
l e f t the diocese t l i r e e be-
be used to he In underwrite 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a churcli i n a needy p a r i s l i . The simple Gothic - s t y l e 
s t r u c t u r e of l o c a l rubblestone w i t h a i-ectangular nave, a rectangular 
chancel, buttressed w a l l s , and a b e l l gable topping the facade was designed 
by Providence a r c h i t e c t Thomas A. T e f f t and completed i n 1851 at a cost of 
$4200. The s t r u c t u r e was consecrated hy Bishop Henshaw on 9 March 1852. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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St. Thomas, G r e e n v i l l e , bears a strong, s i m i l a r i t y to a few of the, 
r u r a l Episcopal ciiurches executed by Ricliard Upj olin- between 1847 and 1851. 
I t i s near l y i d e n t i c a l to Upjohn's Calvary Church (1847-49) i n Stonington, 
Connecticut, which i s also a stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h a rectangular i i l a n , 
diagonal corner buttresses, and a b e l l gable at the f r o n t roof peak. The 
r e l a t i v e p r o x i m i t y of Providence and Stonington (SO miles) makes i t very 
possible t l i a t T e f f t was aware of Calvary Church xvhen he designed St. Thomas. 
T e f f t was w e l l acquainted w i t h another Upjohn work, Grace (Miurch, Providence 
(1845-46), a b u i l d i n g wiiich he singled ouit for discussion i n an 1851 l e c t u r e 
e n t i t l e d "The C u l t i v a t i o n of True Taste." . • 

The r e a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of St. Thomas, however, l i e s not i n i t s r e f l e c ­
t i o n of Upjohn's work but i n i t s authorship by T e f f t , an innovator i n his 
own r i g h t , and i n i t s place i n T e f f t ' s b r i e f but b r i l l i a n t career. Thomas 
A, T e f f t (1826-59) i s one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t , i f less well-known, 
f i g u r e s i n the h i s t o r y of American arcli i t e c t u re. Born i n Richmond, Rhode 
I s l a n d , he became a protege of the famous educator Henry Barnard, who 
encouraged him to e n r o l l at Brown U i i i v e r s i t y in Providence. While s t i l l 
an undergraduate, T e f f t entered the o f i i c e of b u i l d e r / a r c h i t e c t s James C. 
Bucklin and Wil l i a m Tallman as a draftsman. T e f f t ' s design for the f i r s t 
Providence Union S t a t i o n (1847-48, demolished 1897-98), executed when he 
was only twenty-one, was voted one of the twenty best b u i l d i n g s in the 
United States in a p o l l conducted by the American I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s i n 
1885, and has been c i t e d by Henry-Russcri Hitchcock as "...the f i n e s t e a r l y 
[ r a i l r o a d ^ s t a t i o n in tii e New World." l e f f t was instrumental in tlie i n t r o ­
d uction of tl i e I t a l i a n a t e and Romanescpic s t y l e s to Rhode Is l a n d . C a r r o l l 
Meeks l i s t s him together w i t h Upjohn and James Renwick as one of the pioneers 
of the Romanesque m America. Though not unicpie in his p o s i t i o n among the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l avant-garde of the mid-nineteentli century, T e f f t i s notable 
f o r his h i g h l y personal i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of tlie s t y l e s he helped to popularize. 

T e f f t ' s authorship of St. Thomas was unknown u n t i l i t was discovered 
during the process of preparing t h i s nomination. This discovery and other' 
new in f o r m a t i o n raises to t h i r t y the number of documented churcli designs 
by T e f f t , t w e n t y - f i v e of v\fliich arc represented by drawings i n the Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y a r c l i i v e s . Of these only eleven are known to liave been constructed, 
of which seven, i n c l u d i n g St. Thomas, s t i l l e x i s t (one a d d i t i o n a l e x i s t i n g 
church i s a t t r i b u t e d to Tefft but d i f f e r s considerably from the pro j e c t 
drawing in the Brown archives, though i t s t i l l e x h i b i t s s t y l i s t i c features 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of T e f f t ' s work). Pr-ioi to t h i s a l l of the T e f f t ciuirches 
knoim to have been c o n s t i i i c t e d were in the Romanestiue s t y l e . A small 
Gothic Revival church formerly standing at G e o r g i a v i l l e , Rhode Island 
( b u i l t 1851? 1856?, now demolished; i1 I ustrated" in Hitchcock, Rhode [ s i and 
Arclii t e c t u re) was once a t t r i b u t e i l to Tcl'I't, but never documented. Dn o o f 
the heretofore u n i d e n t i f i e d Gothic Revival church designs among the T e f f t 
drawings now appears to be a study, i f not a f i n a l design, f o r St. 'Thomas, 
Gre e n v i l l e . As the only known extant Gothic Revival church by T e f f t , St. 
Thomas puts a new perspective on his e c c l e s i a s t i c a l work. 

• (See Continuation Sheet M) 
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The choice of Gothic f o r St. Tliomas may nave been influenced by the new 
parish's connection to St. Stephens Church, Providence, though"the Reverend 
Eames and the Waterman family--Resolved Waterman and his son, the Reverend 
Henry Waterman. I'he l i n k between the two parishes i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
f a c t t h a t St. Stephens gave i t s o ld communion service to St. Thomas i n 
A p r i l 1852. St. Stephens was one o f the e a r l i e s t Episcopal churches i n 
New England, i f not the f i r s t , to come under the influence of the Oxford 
movement. I t seems l i k e l y t h a t Eames, as a one-time re c t o r of St. Stephens, 
was attuned to the p r i n c i p l e s of the T r a c t a r i a n movement. Tliis may account 
f o r the choice of a Gothic Revival design f o r St. Thomas. Henry Waterman 
(1813-76) was r e c t o r of St. Stephens both before and a f t e r Eames's tenure 
there, and i s w e l l known f o r his High Church a t t i t u d e s and b e l i e f s . During 
Waterman's second term at St. Stephens, the parish commissioned Upjohn to 
b u i l d a new Gothic Revival church i n 1860-62. Henry Waterman was apparently 
knowledgeable about and i n t e r e s t e d i n E c c l e s i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s about church 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , and perhaps he exerted some influence over the planning and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of St. Tliomas . Although T e f f t was himself a B a p t i s t , and 
the m a j o r i t y of his church designs were for evangelical or non - r i t u a 1 i s t i c 

one other Ejiiscojial c ] i u r c l i - - i n the Romanescjue s t y l e - -
, he was acciuainted w i t l i the T r a c t a r i a n movement. 'Tefft 
York E c c l e s i o l o g i s t and p a t t e r n books by A.W.N. Pugin. 

Though at variance w i t h liisnDwii rcTTgious b e l i e f s , the p h i l o s o p h i c a l and 
aes t h e t i c d i c t a t e s of the High Church movement were f a m i l i a r to T e f f t . 

denominations (only 
besides St. Thomas), 
owned copies of New 

St. 'Thomas i s h i s t o r i c a l l y notable as a pi'oduct of missionary a c t i v i t y 
implemented by J.P.K. Henshaw (1792-1852), Bishop of Rhode Island from 1843-
to 1852. In the annals of tlie F.]iiscopal Chuixh, Henshaw is famous for his 
evangelical zeal. Born in Middletown, (."onnec t i cu t , Henshaw spent his 
youth i n Middlebury, Vermont, and graduated from the college tliere at the 
age of sixteen. Before his nineteenth b i r t h d a y he luiderwent a dramatic 
conversion to the Episcopal f a i t h while v i s i t i n g his b i r t h p l a c e . Thei'eafter 
Henshaw devoted himself to church a f f a i r s . He liclped s t a r t several ciiurches 
i n Vermont before moving to B r i s t o l , Rhode Island, to study f o r the m i n i s t r y 
under the Rt. Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishoji of the Eastern Diocese 
and r e c t o r of St. Michael's Church. Henshaw was c a l l e d to serve churches 
in Marblehead, Massachusetts; Brooklyn, New York; and Baltimore, Maryland--
the f i r s t two before ta k i n g his f i n a l orders in 18 16. Henshaw was g r e a t l y 
admired f o r his i n d u s t r y and e f f i c a c y , r e v i v i n g or expanding his own 
parishes and h e l j i i n g to found new churches wherever he went. 

In 1843 Henshaw returned to Rhode Island as bishop of the diocese and 
re c t o r of Grace Church, Providence. His missionary lal)ors extended de­
nominational a c t i v i t y 
v i l l a g e s of tlie s t a te 
permanent parishes i n 
to mission s t a t i o n s , 
and his a l l o c a t i o n of 
make him a key f i g u r e 

i n t o mruiy new areas, e s p e c i a l l y among the growing m i l l 
He was instrumental in est ahl i sli ing at least s ix 

the state during his nine-year episcopate i n a d d i t i o n 
Henshaw's assignment of James Eames to St. Thomas 
diocesan funds f or the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the church 
i n the parish's e a r l y development. 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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There i s l i t t l e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n on 
St. Thomas. One secondary source notes t l i a t " r e p a i r s " 
made i n 1866 , 1879, and 1889 , but the s j i e c i f i c s of the 
unknown. The r e c t o r y , b u i l t i n 1889, is a modest but 
vernacular Queen Anne residence. In 1391 the o r i g i n a l 
churcli was replaced w i t h the |iresent foretower, added 
t h i r d r e c t o r , the Rev, Benjamin 11. (ihiise. No infoi-mat 
t h a t i d e n t i f i e s the a r c h i t e c t or b u i l d e r of t h i s tower 
churcli's d i s t i n c t i v e monumental design and s t r u c t u r a l 
nent s i t i n g along U.S. Route 44 make i t an important 1 
western Rhode Is l a n d . 

the l a t e r h i s t o r y of 
to the b u i l d i n g were 

sc a l t e r a t i o n s are 
good example of a 
b e l l gable of the 

as a memorial to the 
ion has been found 

As i t stands, the 
character and promi-
andmark i n n o r t l i -

A combination of superior a r c h i t e c t u r a l (|uality w i t h numerous and 
va r i e d h i s t o r i c a l associations make St. Thomas Church a s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l 
resource. 
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10. Geograph ica l Data 
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Quadrangle n a m e N o r t h S c i t U a t O , R . I . 

UTM References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

Zone East ing Nort t i ing 
_L I 

Zone Easting Northing 

C 

E 

G 

±_1 
J L 

D 

F ±_L 
H L i J I I I I i I I I I I I I i I I 

V e r b a l b o u n d a r y d e s c r i p t i o n a n d j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The nominated property is bounded northeasterly by the southerly curb 
l i n e of Putnam Pike (U.S. Route 44), southeasterly by the northwesterly 

(̂ See Continuation Sheet #7) 
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Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

r.r,\ 'rvm'":T rsiNTINr; O F F I C E : 1983 O - 4)9-311 



Hi % I orm 10 '.<A) • 
oa2) 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er ^ 

OMR So .OM-OO.d 
E«p 10-31-84 

\ For NPS usa only 

I received 

' date entered 

Page 2 
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Verbal Boundary De s c r i p t i o n 

curb l i n e of Smith Avenue (Rl Route 116), and southwesterly and nor t h ­
westerly by the southwesterly and northwesterly l o t l i n e s of l o t 171 i n 
Assessor's Plat 6, as defined by the Town of S m i t h f i e l d . I t i s intended 
to include w i t h i n t h i s nomination a granite-post and wrought-iron gate­
way at the head of tli e path leading to the main entrance of the church 
b u i l d i n g . 

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n " - • . . 'i > 

The nominated property includes a l i of the elements that c o n s t i t u t e 
the h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s c u l t u r a l resource, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

SubstfttitivH BsTive 

Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory 
Providence County 
RHODE ISLAND 

• resubmission 

c n nomination by person or local government 

CU owner objection 

CD appeal 

Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: u , / / ^ ? 7 -

Ac t ion : _L;:^ACCEPT _ 

RETURN. 

R E J E C T . 

7/? / / / 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request • appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: •, ., 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 

Date '7/ay^7-

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed tjelow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CD no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

1 I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe the present and original Of known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 

CD clarity . , 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness ^ ^ 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria v 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

St. Thomas Church i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a noted work of Thomas T e f f t and a f i n e repre­
s e n t a t i v e example o f the Gothic Revival s t y l e . The 
b u i l d i n g , as the work of a prominent New England 
a r c h i t e c t , also has h i s t o r i c a l m e r i t f o r i t s a b i l i t y 
t o manifest the e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l movement i n the region 
and t o represent the broad p a t t e r n s of 19th century 
r e l i g i o u s l i f e and c u l t u t e i n America a t t h a t time/ 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l theory and episcopalian r e l i g i o u s 
d o c t r i n e were i n t e r t w i n e d i n t h i s p e r i o d . Gothic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e had r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the mid-
19th century t o the Episcopal church who viewed the 
the s t y l e as the only church a r c h i t e c t u r e w i t h " t r u t h . " 
Although the nomination has not d i r e c t l y s t a t e d the 
r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e of the p r o p e r t y , enough i n f o r m a t i o n 
i s hefce t o reasonably accept the prop e r t y under c r i t e r i o n 

9. Major Bibliographical References A. This i s based on general knowledge a v a i l a b l e from 
Phoebe S t a n t o n ' s "Gntha^i- Rpviv^^l i n America" w h i c h 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

e x t e n s i v e l y discusses the impact o f the e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l 
movement on Episcopal church design. T e f f t , as has 
been docuementdd, was inf l u e n c e d by t h i s movement and 
enough basic i n f o r m a t i o n i s here t o t i e the b u i l d i n g 
t o the dissemj((ination of Episcopal r e l i g i o u s d o c t r i n e . 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs " 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

! * » ! , , . . . 1 , , 

Signed. Date Phone: 

GPO 918-450 

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 

























U S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
F E D E R A L H I G H W A Y A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

R E G I O N O N E 

380 Westminster Mall 
Room 5A7 

Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

IN REPLY nCFER TO: 

May 27, 1986 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of I n t e r i o r 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Subject: Project F-004A(007), Route 44 
From 1-295 to Route 102 ' ' " ' . 

Pursuant to Executive Order 11593, the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Rhode Island State Historic Preservation Officer request a determination of 
e l i g i b i l i t y for the National Register of Historic Places for the s i t e of the 
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory. Please see enclosed documentation 
statement, photographs and location map. 

The Federal Highway Administration and the Rhode Island State Historic 
Preservation Officer concur that t h i s property i s e l i g i b l e for nomination to 
the National Register. •' -

In order to expedite Section 106 review and compliance procedures, we ask 
that a determination be made by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r that the s i t e 
of the Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory i s e l i g i b l e f o r inclusion 
i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

Enclosures 

cc; 
Mr. Capaldi, RIDOT 
Mr. Carcieri, RIDOT 

Concur: 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon G. Hoxie / 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 

Frederick C. Williamson 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

JUN 9 1986 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

Department of Transportation 
PLANNING DIVISION 
State Office Building 
Providence, R.I. 02903 

Novaiiber 25. 1986 

Ms. Pamela Kennedy 
National Register Ooordinator 
Historical Preservation 0:mnission 
Old State House 
150 Benefit Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Pam: 

Thank you for your le t t e r of November 19, 1986 regarding 
the South Main Street Historic District in Coventry and the 
St. Thomas Church in Smithfield. The Department has no objec­
tion to your office l i s t i n g these properties on the National 
Register of Historic Places. I f there are any revisions made 
to the docimentation for these properties, would you please 
send us copies for our project files? Thank you very much 
for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Anne S. Dowd 
Principal Historic/ 
Archaeological Planner 

ASD/amt 



Saint Thomas' Episcopal Church 

January 28, 1987 

Ms. Pamela Kennedy 
National Register Coordinator 
Historical Preservation Commission 
Old State House 
150 Benefit Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

Dear Ms. Kennedy: 

St. Thomas' Episcopal Church as the owner of the properties 

on Putnam Pike (comer of Routes 44 and 116S) and 1 Smith Avenue^ 

Greenville, Rhode Island, have no objection to being listed in 

the National Register, and request that nomination of said 

properties be discussed by the Rhode Island Review Board at i t s 

next meeting. 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rev. Donald F. Belt 

DFB:a 

AT ROUTES 44 and 116 — GREENVILLE, RHODE ISLAND 02823 — TELEPHONE (401) - 949-2260 • . 



John F. Emin, Jr., President 
Gloria P. Nerney, Vice-President 
F. Monroe Allen 
Joseph Campbell 
Anthony B. Simeone 

Edith C. Poirier, Exec. Coordinator 

Sofun (llnimcti 
;^nittl]ftclb, ^{Ijobc 

64 FARNUM PIKE ESMOND, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

TELEPHONE (401) 231-2460 

M a r c h 5 , 1 9 8 7 

Ms. P a m e l a K e n n e d y 

D e p u t y D i r e c t o r 

H i s t o r i c a l P r e s e r v a t i o n C o m m a s s i o n 

O l d S t a t e House 

1 5 0 B e n e f i t S t r e e t 

P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode I s l a n d 0 2 9 0 3 

D e a r Ms. K e n n e d y : 

At a m e e t i n g c o n v e n e d March 3, 1 9 8 7 , t h e S m i t h f i e l d Town C o u n c i l 

d i s c u s s e d y o u r l e t t e r of F e b r u a r y 12, 1 9 8 7 , i n f o r m i n g t h e 

C o u n c i l of y o u r i n t e n t to have t h e R. I . R e i v e w B o a r d n o m i n a t e 

S t . Thomas E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h to t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 

H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The C o u n c i l i s p l e a s e d t h a t S t . Thomas C h u r c h 

i s u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and e n d o r s e s any a c t i v i t y t h e H i s t o r i c a l 

P r e s e r v a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n p u r s u e s . 

FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL 

EDITH C. POIRIER ' 

E x e c u t i v e C o o r d i n a t o r 

c c Town C l e r k 



STATE Of RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE i'LANTATlONS 

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION C, 
Old State House 
150 Benefit Street 
Providence, R.l. 02903 
(401) 277-2678 ^ ; 

A p r i l 27, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed i s the completed National Register nomination 
f o r Saint Thomas Episcopal Church and Rectory, Smithfield, 
Rhode Island. 

The church and rectory are located i n Congressional 
D i s t r i c t #1, represented by the Honorable Fernand J. St 
Germain. 

N o t i f i c a t i o n procedures required by law have been 
followed. The nomination, together with a l l public comments 
(copies of which are enclosed), has been reviewed by the 
Rhode Island Review Board, and the nomination was approved. 

Pursuant to the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended i n 1980, as State H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Officer f o r Rhode Island, I hereby nominate Saint Thomas 
Episcopal Church and Rectory to the National Register of 
Hi s t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick C. Williamson 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Officer 

/aa 
enclosure 

MAY I 9 198T 


