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NAME: Stephen Northrup House 
LOCATION: 99 Featherbed Lane 
OWNER: Emma Rogers 

99Featherbed Lane 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 

CONDITION: Good; A l t e r e d ; O r i g i n a l s i t e 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Stephen Northrup house i s a two-story, s h i n g l e d , f l a n k gable 
s t r u c t u r e , set i n a r e l a t i v e l y r u r a l area south of Wickford near the 
Annaquatucket River. The o r i g i n a l house, b u i l t i n the l a t e seventeenth 
or e a r l y eighteenth century, had a large s e c t i o n added to i t s chimney 
end i n the mid- or l a t e eighteenth century; an e l l was b u i l t on back 
i n the mid-nineteenth century. Framing and i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g r e f l e c t 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n phases: large chamfered beams are v i s i b l e i n the o r i ­
g i n a l s t r u c t u r e , while beaded corner posts and more elaborate woodwork 
appear i n the eighteenth-century s e c t i o n and machine - f i n i s h e d m a t e r i a l s 
i n the e l l . The three sections of the house are remarkably i n t a c t . 

The facade, which faces Featherbed Lane to the west, i s s l i g h t l y 
asymmetrical. The simple doorway i s j u s t n o r t h of the center of the 
fiv e - b a y facade, i t s alignment matched by the large chimney p r o j e c t i n g 
from the roo f r i d g e above. This asymmetry r e f l e c t s the house's construc­
t i o n : the older s e c t i o n to the south i s several f e e t longer than the 
eighteenth-century a d d i t i o n . 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the older h a l f has one large room w i t h two very 
small rooms at the southern end. I t i s dominated by a heavy chamfered 
frame and a long chamfered summer beam which runs from the stone f i r e ­
place (now covered) i n the northern end to the southern e x t e r i o r w a l l . 
There i s one r a i s e d , two-panel door; the others are of p l a i n board-and-
ba t t e n design. 

The eighteenth-century n o r t h s e c t i o n m i r r o r s the f l o o r plan of the 
older s e c t i o n on a smaller scale. A l l o r i g i n a l woodwork remains i n ­
c l u d i n g r a i s e d , four-panel doors, beaded corner posts, and beaded board-
and-batten doors. I t s overmantel i s comprised of two h o r i z o n t a l , r a i s e d 
panels. 

The e l l contains two kitchens and two stairways. I t was added when 
the house was d i v i d e d to serve as m i l l workers' housing f o r the nearby 
Annaquatucket M i l l , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1832. Apparently l i t t l e else was 
added i n the conversion. The second f l o o r i s d i v i d e d i n t o rooms, the 
d e t a i l i n g matching t h a t on the f i r s t f l o o r . 
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The existence of archeaological evidence on the property r e l a t i n g 
to the e a r l i e s t p e r i o d of occupation i s q u i t e probable. W r i t t e n sources 
mention o u t b u i l d i n g s and, although none remain, ground c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
may i n d i c a t e possible l o c a t i o n s . The pr o p e r t y could be p a r t i c u l a r l y 
r i c h i n archaeological resources since i t i s undisturbed by driveways 
or other modern i n t r u s i o n s . 

PERIODS: 1700-1799, 1800-1899 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: A r c h i t e c t u r e 
SPECIFIC DATES: e a r l y 18th century (perhaps 1712); mid-18th century; 

mid-19th century (probably a f t e r 1832) 
BUILDER: Stephen Northrup (?) 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Stephen Northrup House i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n the h i s t o r y of North 
Kingstown's a r c h i t e c t u r e as a rare s u r v i v o r of the e a r l y eighteenth 
century; major a d d i t i o n s made i n the mid-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth 
ce n t u r i e s have s i g n i f i c a n c e i n documenting the use and adaptation of an 
e a r l y house by l a t e r owners. 

In a 1727 land t i t l e case, John Kenyon of Westerly claimed t h a t i n 
1683 he had moved i n t o the house occupied by Stephen Northrup at the 
time of the case. Kenyon said t h a t he l i v e d there f o r e i g h t years, 
paying r e n t to "Mayor Smith i n behalf of Mr. K i l l u m of Boston," and t h a t 
Northrup took up residence there when he l e f t . Land a c q u i s i t i o n records 
i n d i c a t e t h a t Northrup purchased the land about 1712, suggesting t h a t 
the house may date from t h i s time instead. In e i t h e r case, the house i s 
a rare s u r v i v i n g example of Rhode Island's e a r l y b u i l d i n g p e r i o d which 
i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a heavy, chamfered frame. Subsequent a d d i t i o n s 
a l t e r e d t h i s o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e very l i t t l e and are themselves of i n t e r e s t 

Esbon Sanford, who b u i l t the neighboring Annaquatucket M i l l i n 1832 
and l i v e d across the s t r e e t at 88 Featherbed Lane, owned the property 
f o r many decades. He f i r s t rented out the house i n 1860 and l a t e r sold 
i t to the founders of the Hamilton Web Company. The Hamilton Company 
owned the p r o p e r t y u n t i l 1952. 

L i t t l e i s known about Stephen Northrup other than t h a t he produced 
a large f a m i l y , and t h a t he and h i s h e i r s were a c t i v e i n purchasing and 
exchanging land i n North Kingstown. 
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ACREAGE: less than one 
QUAD NAME: Wickford, R.I. 
UTM: A 19 295840 4602650 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

The boundary of the Northrup House is defined as the l o t l i n e of 
Assessor's Plat 69, l o t 27, and includes the house and i t s immediate 
surroundings. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Photo numbers 33-36 

Local 
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