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' Name: Ballou House ̂  ^ ' i y-- y-
Location: Albion R»ad (•ue^k¥'--p l̂re~~5rtrr, Lincoln 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : BuTlding; Private; Occupied; Accessible--restricted;. 

Private Residence 
Owner: Mr. ^ Mrs. David Smith (.same address) " ' 
Condition: Good; Altered; Original Site ' ' ' .: v = 

Description: ' " ' 

The Ballou House is a handsome center-chimney. Federal house, gable-
roofed, two-and-a-half-stories, of heavy post-and-beam construction. The 
clapboarded house i s four bays wide; i t s roughly centered door is set 
under a heavy molded cap and a transom. 

The plan of the house follows the standard five-room pattern dictated 
by i t s large central chimney. I t s three-run s t a i r i s tucked i n the space 
between the door and the chimney and is ornamented with a b a l l f i n i a l on 
i t s newel post and acorn pendant on i t s angle post. The i n t e r i o r of the 
house is finished with wide f l o o r boards and p l a i n plastered ceilings and 
walls, except fo r the f i r s t - f l o o r central rear room where there i s a 
wainscot of horizontal boards, and the l e f t f r o n t chamber of the f i r s t 
f l o o r where raised panels have been inserted (c. 1978) below the o r i g i n a l 
chair r a i l . The fireplaces remain i n t a c t , though i n some rooms the 
hearth openings have been temporarily closed, and i n the r i g h t f r o n t 
chamber on the f i r s t f l o o r the deteriorating brick face has been replaced 
with modern brick. Many of the o r i g i n a l doors and much of the early 
hardware remains throughout the house*;: s,, 'vi, : 

Two additions have been made to the Ballou House. On the east side, 
a one-story addition with a brick chimney is set at basement l e v e l ; i t 
was probably b u i l t i n the mid-nineteenth century to serve some u t i l i t a r i a n 
function associated with the Ballou farm. In the 1970s, a second addition 
was made on the north side of the house, a small one-story, gambrel-roof 
kitchen wing. 

Three outbuildings of note s t i l l remain on the property: a privy; a 
small shed; and an early barn of post-and-beam construction, l a t e r extended, 
apparently to accommodate a farm vehicle. The caved-in remains of a spring 
house can be seen j u s t northwest of the house. .y,/ « 

Period: 1700-1799 ' - \^ y, -y.. " 9, \ '^'A' ' '''A' 
Areas of Significance: Architecture, Agriculture f • :y* ^ ^ 
Specific Date: 1782 ,„ . .y,̂ . -'"f y'-"'•y ' - ' > 
Builder/Architect: Unknown : ' • 1- , 
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Significance: 

The Ballou House i s s i g n i f i c a n t both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y ; 
i t is an i n t a c t and representative example of Lincoln's farm houses of the 
early national period. B u i l t by a r u r a l family of moderately substantial 
means, i t s form and modest d e t a i l i n g are well preserved and neither ad­
d i t i o n has compromised i t s form or character. 

The house was b u i l t by Moses Ballou, a member of one of Lincoln's 
e a r l i e s t European famili e s . Maturin Ballou was one of the f i r s t s e t t l e r s 
to receive a land grant i n northern Lincoln i n the seventeenth century, 
and his descendents l i v e d i n Lincoln f o r at least two centuries a f t e r . 
This house was, i n f a c t , owned by Ballous throughout the nineteenth 
century. Of some import are the surviving outbuildings which, with the 
meadows and f i e l d s s t i l l surrounding the house, and the sheep and chickens 
s t i l l raised here, give i t the ambience of a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e . 

Acreage: c. 2 acres , 

UTM Reference: A 19 295060 4646600 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The boundary of the Ballou House i s the l i n e of Lincoln Assessor's 
Plat 40, l o t 4; the l o t encompasses the house, i t s outbuildings, and 
t h e i r immediate surroundings. 

Level of Significance; Local., 

(See Continuation Sheet #29) 
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Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Check one 

original site 
CD moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity , - -' • 
CD alterations/integrity yt'^'^'-y' - - — — — — . 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness i } ; i ; 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance < 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

y.'-'B n yix^ijiyy 

c Vi k y y ki G u *i 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

TI . Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

local 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet 
























