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NAME: Bridgham Farm 

LOCATION: 120, 148, 150, and 160 Pleasant Street 

OWNERS: Martha Appleton Greig 
Box 4733 
East Providence, R.I. 02916 

Samuel W. Bridgham 
Unit 1-285 
North Farm 
B r i s t o l , R.I. 02809 

E.W. Ste r l i n g Graham, J r . , and Claire E l l i s 
150 Pleasant Street 
East Providence, R.I. 02916 

DESCRIPTION: 

Bridgham Farm is located o f f Pleasant Street on the western shore of 
Turner Reservoir, i n a twentieth-century suburban r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood 
j u s t north of the Rumford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . I t comprises farm dwellings 
surrounded by sheds, baxus, garages, and a late nineteenth-century windmill, 
a l l set on a 46.6 -acre tr~act"~of grassy f i e l d s and woodland bounded by 
d r y - l a i d stone walls. Occupied by the Hyde Family i n the 1760s, the property 
was acquired by Joseph Bridgham i n 1781 and has been owned since then by 
Bridgham's descendants. 

The focus of the complex is the Hyde-Bridgham House (120 Pleasant Street), 
a t y p i c a l two-and-one-half-story, five-bay, gable-roofed, timber-frame dwell­
ing with a stone foundation, clapboard-sheathed walls, and a massive central 
chimney of brick. Set int o the chimney is a stone inscribed "E Hyde June 10 
1767," r e f e r r i n g to the o r i g i n a l owner of the house, the Reverend Ephraim 
Hyde, pastor of the Congregational (now Newman Congregational) Church, and 
the date of the house's construction. A number of additions have been made 
to the main block of the house: a vestibule sheltering the main entrance; a 
rear (east) wing b u i l t one story high i n 1854 and raised to two stories i n 
the late nineteenth or early twentieth century; a wing on the north side, 
o r i g i n a l l y one story high and used as a public l i b r a r y , erected i n 1865 and 
l a t e r raised to two s t o r i e s ; and an addition f i l l i n g the "L" between the rear 
and north wings. This structure o r i g i n a l l y served as the farmhouse but was 
used by Joseph Bridgham's descendants as a country house. The other buildings 
on the property were successively b u i l t to house the tenant who farmed the 
Bridgham's land. 

South of the Hyde-Bridgham House is the Bridgham Farm house (148 Pleasant 
Street). The farmhouse i s a t y p i c a l , very p l a i n dwelling i n the nineteenth-
century vernacular styl e derived from Greek Revival models and commonly used 

(See Continuation Sheet #38). 
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for farmhouses and m i l l houses. I t was b u i l t i n 1880-1881 as a residence 
for the Bridgham's tenant farmer a f t e r the o r i g i n a l tenant house next door 
was occupied by one of the Bridghams. The farmhouse is a one-and-one-half-
story, side-hall-plan, wood-frame, gable-roofed cottage with an e l l on the 
south side. I t has a stone foundation and clapboard wall cover. 

^ The Bridgham Tenant House (150 Pleasant Street) stands south of the 
Bridgham Farmhouse. O r i g i n a l l y constructed to serve as a tenant farmer's 
residence, i t was taken over and enlarged by Doctor Joseph Bridgham for use 
as his own residence. The older portion of the house, b u i l t i n 1866, is a 
simple one-and-one-half-story, five-bay, wood-frame, gable-roofed, Greek 
Revival vernacular dwelling with a central entrance, a pair of small brick 
central chimneys, and two shed-roofed f r o n t dormers. The rear addition, 
b u i l t i n 1882, was designed by Doctor Bridgham, who had worked b r i e f l y i n 
the o f f i c e of Richard Morris Hunt. I t i s a two-and-one-half-story, wood-
frame, mansard-roofed block i n a s i m p l i f i e d version of the Stick Style, 
with shed-roofed dormers and a t a l l brick chimney. The building's foundation 
is of stone and exterior wall surfaces are covered with clapboards. 

\r\ South of the Tenant House is the former F i r s t Baptist Church Parsonage 
(160 Pleasant Street). B u i l t i n 1831, i t housed the ministers of the Bap­
t i s t Church u n t i l 1889, when the Bridghams acquired the property and annexed 
i t to t h e i r adjacent holdings. The parsonage i s a two-and-one-half-story, 
timber-frame, side-hall-plan, gable-roofed dwelling with a stone foundation, 
clapboard wall cover, and extensive l a t e r additions to the rear. The facade 
(west side) has been substantially altered by the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a picture 
window i n place of the o r i g i n a l ground-floor windows. The o r i g i n a l entrance 
with sidelights i s i n t a c t , however. I t s four t h i n , paneled p i l a s t e r s are 
topped by consoles with guttae and recessed panels f i l l e d with a single ver­
t i c a l row of semicircular " f i s h scales." Between these consoles and below 
a s t r a i g h t , molded cornice are carved f l o r a l bosses and wreaths attached to 
a broad, f l a t f r i e z e . This doorway i s perhaps the fi n e s t extant piece of 
Federal wood work i n East Providence. 

(See Continuation Sheet #39). 
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DATES: 1767, 1831, 1880-1881, 1882 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Bridgham Farm's chief 
Providence's ag'^arian past, 
constitute the only s u r v i v i 
the community's eighteenth-
addition, the farm i s s i g n i 
Providence's most d i s t i n g u i 
W. Bridgham (1774-1840 ) , 
who served as a state repre 
to 1840, as the f i r s t Mayor 

significance l i e s i n i t s evocation of East 
The farm's buildings and t h e i r surroundings 

ng property i n the c i t y that gives a sense of 
and nineteenth-century r u r a l landscape. In 

f i c a n t for i t s association with one of East 
shed f a m i l i e s . I t s most famous owner was Samuel 
a prominent Rhode Island lawyer and p o l i t i c i a n 

sentative and attorney general and, from 1832 
of Providence under the c i t y charter. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Hyde-Bridgham House is a fin e example of mid-eigh­
teenth-century domestic architecture with well executed l a t e r additions; the 
Bridgham Farmhouse and Tenant House are well preserved, representative exam­
ples of nineteenth-century vernacular architecture; and the F i r s t Baptist 
Church Parsonage is notable for i t s i n t r i c a t e l y detailed f r o n t entrance. 

ACREAGE: about 46.6 acres 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION; 

UTM: 

Assessor's 
272 

Plat 31, Lots 6,7,8,9,18,19,23,50,265, and 

A) 19: 305620: 4634390 
B) 19: 305170: 4634400 
C) 19: 305140 : 4634020 
D) 19: 305500: 4633670 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Local 

(See Continuation Sheet #40) 
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PM 
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». S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T NO. . E T C . 

4. D E T A I L ! O F O K C U M I O N 

<HPO '̂̂ ^ lê *"̂  ^ f̂ /̂ 1̂ / '.''S^ 

^ be Oô e 17. 

'5 6f«iQV74̂  '̂ rirn House û ere 

N A M E o r RCRaON P L A C I N « / R E C E I V I N « C A L L T I T L E O F F I C E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 
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BBItT M 
Henorftble Claiborne Pell 
Uaited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

D«ar Sefuttor Pellt 

Thank you for your fnqairy of January ?̂ 1981, (?n behalf of Dr. Samuel W. 
Brid t̂wia, eoneaming the listing of the FJTidgham Farm, Provfdenee Co»mty, 
Bhode Island, in the National Register of Hhtorie Places. 

The !iridghatn Farm is inclnded in the East Providmee ?4ultiple TJesouree Area, 
which was listed in the National ^e«rister «i Nov«nbar 2S, 1980. 

Mr. Frederick C, Williamson, the Rhode bland State TTlstorIc Preservation 
Officer, is responsible for c<MiOucting an inventory of all historic resources In the 
State and nominating to the National Register those raroperties which uppear to 
qualify, f'v, *villiarn»5n is also responsible fw notifying property owners that 
their property is being cofwidered few listing in the National Keg^ter. We have 
been infcH-med by Mr. Williamson's staff that on T̂ ay 14, 19t«, a letter was sent to 
Dr. Bri(%ham informing hira tl»t his property was under cwvrideratiM! and that a 
State review board meetinf would be held on June 17, lOSO. 

The Heritaf e Conservation and Recreation Service encouraflfes that State ITistorio 
PrescrvatiOT Officers to work closely with both locel gfovernmenta! officials and 
property owners. The ??hode Island State staff and their c<K»ultants have been 
eonducti?î  an inventory in the Fjast Providence area for the peat four years. They 
haw worked closely with the citizens of the community and have publicized their 
work. The l?hode Inland State historic preservation office has advised IK that the 
State do«i not request permission for plwtofraphing from property owners unless 
Interior ptK>togm^ are needed for purpose of documentation. The State office 
weicornes my «ig|restions f<w revising this policy in a reasonable manner so that 
individuals, laeh as Pr. Bridgham, are Informed of tl">c State's need for 
photogra|Me docaraentation. Far further information on this matter, a nembw 
of yo«r staff rnay wish to cwtact Mr. Williamson. His address is Director, Rhode 
bland Depart'̂ ent of Community Affairs, 150 Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island 02903, (401-277-2850). 

Ttve National Historic Preservation Act Amendre«»t8 of 1980 (copy enclosed) 
require that the private owner or owners of nominated property, o** a majority of 
the private on-ners of properties within a historic district, shall be given the 
opportunity to conctjr in, or object to, the nominatitn* of the {M̂ aperty or district 
to the Natimal Register. If ti>e owner «• owners of any privately owned property, 
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or a majority of the owners of properties within a historic district, object to such 
inclusion, such property shall not be included in the National Register. This law 
should assure Dr. Bridgham that an individual's rights will be considered in the 
historic preservation p̂ annine; process. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know. We appreciate your 
Interest In the historic {weservatlon proframs of the Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service. 

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Ritsch 
Acting Director 

Înclosure 

cc; Mr. Frederick C. Williamson, SHPO, Rhode Island 

T-Is. Ancelin Lynch 
Rhode Island Department of Community Affairs 
150 Washington Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

bcc: Director's Reading File 
Associate Director for Cultural Programs 
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S A M U E L W. B R I D G H A M , M.D. 

285 NORTH FARM DRIVE J a n j a r y l 6 ^ 1 S " ' 6 l 
B R I S T O L , R.I . 0 2 8 0 9 

Senator Claiborne M. Pe l l - - . 
Room 525 . -
Senate Oflice B u i l d i n g 
Washington D.C. 20510 . ^ 

Dear Senator f e l l , 

V/lth ioTerence to the aCtlcle In 

the East Bay Providence Journal of January 15th., 

" The Herita£e Conservation sna Recreation Service of the 

DepsLrta:ent of I n t e r i o r has placed on the lJatlon3l 

Rerlater of H i s t o r i c Places a number of houses,etc.-

I t has been announced by Seh.Claiborne P e l l " ( a copy 

i s attached. 

I was appalled to Bee that my property, 

knovn aa the " Eridcham Farm " was l i s t e d ahd to learn 

that photographs has been taken •without, my peraiijs-sloii 

OB even eitendlnc iae the courtesy of'iafclfig^LS'before'^It 

was done. Furthermore,as you can see, the name was li, 

I n c o r r e c t l y spelled. 

Don't you think I t i s time to Introduce 

l e ^ j i s l a t l o n to continue the guarantee of an Individual's 

r i g h t s under the Constitution from Invasion t j ' - ' j ^ : ' ^ ' ^ : ' .--ii*}^ 

Bureaucrats before the United States becomes the sajne 

as Communist Russia? 

Very t r u l y yours 



Historic places 
in E. Providence 

\ 
EAST PROVIDENCE - The Heritage 

Conservation and Recreation Service of 
the Department of Interior "has placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places a 
number of houses, cemeteries and other 
buildings in the city, it was announced 
by Sen. Claiborne Pell. 

The places -were nominated "by the 
state Historic Preservation Commission 
and placed on the national register after 
consideration by the federal agency." 

~s ^ ~ . .. . - , 
The sites are: the Rumford Chemical 

works and Mill Houses in the historic 
district at North Broadway; Newman 
and Greenwood Avenues; the Bicknell-
Armington Lightning-Splitter House; the 
Boston and Providence Railroad Bridge 
over the Ten Mile River, the 3righara . 
Tann; Carpenter, Lakeside and Spring 
Vale, Littleneck and Newman Cemeter--
ies; the Daggett-Nathaniel House; the 

- Dennis James House; the District 6 , 
School House; the Newman Congrega-
tional Church; the Odd Fellows Hall; the' ̂  
Squantum Association; St. Mary's Epis-
copal Church, and the Whitcomb Farm. ' 


