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The Dyerville Mill is a stuccoed-stone structure located on
the northern bank of the Woonasquatucket River. Although the mill
is bordered on three sides by an urban late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century residential neighborhood, dense foliage and a
steep hill to the north visually isolate it in a near-rural setting.

The factory was erected in 1835 as a three-and-a-half-story,
L-shape structure with a simple gable roof and a four-and-a-half
story tower at the outside corner of the L. Evenly spaced double-
hung, six-over-six sash windows with granite sills and lintels
punctuate the walls, which were originally stuccoed and scored in
imitation of stone. An open, wood, arcuated belfry with Italianate
detailing, probably added in the 1860s, caps the tower (photograph 1),
which is connected by a covered wood walkway with an early twentieth-
century building on Manton Avenue formerly used as the mill office.

A stone, two-and-a-half-story picker house (photograph 3), located on
the southwest side of the mill, and a one-story brick extension on
the south, originally used as a weave shed, are nineteenth-century
additions which form another L, creating a quadrangle (see site plan).
A twentieth-century warehouse is attached to the brick addition.

The original open interior space is largely intact (photograph 5),
with few new partitions erected. The original wood floors and 'slow-
burning'" construction members remain exposed.

- Much of the original water-power system remains in evidence. A
long raceway formerly ran from a wooden dam on the Woonasquatucket
River west of the mill. The dam is still in place, but the gates
have been removed, and the race is only visible near the wood wheel
house (photograph 4) on the northwest side of the building. A hori-
zontal turbine and belt-driven generator remain in place at the
wheel house, and a brick-and-wood boiler house survives on the
northwest, but no steam engines remain.

A tall, yellow-brick, early twentieth-century stack displaying
the name "Joslin Manufacturing Company'’ stands to the southwest of
the mill building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dyerville Mill, probably the oldest extant mill in Providence,
was built in 1835 and continuously used for textile and textile-
related industry for nearly one hundred years. The integrity of both
the building and its site makes this an important and rare survivor
of early textile industry development and mill architecture in
Providence.

Architecturally the mill represents the shift from the first
small, wood-frame industrial buildings, like Slater Mill in Pawtucket,
to the larger masonry structures characteristic of Rhode Island's
heavy nineteenth-century industrialization, such as the 1826
Slatersville Mill. Only two other early mills are known to remain
in Providence, and both have been heavily altered and compromised by
later construction. The nineteenth-century additions to the Dyerville
Mill on the other hand, are architecturally in keeping with the
original building.

The Rhode Island textile industry first developed in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in the Blackstone and
Pawtuxet Valleys. Providence lagged behind, with only four cotton
mills by 1832. By 1840, however, twenty-six new cotton mills had
opened, with much of this growth occurring along the water privileges
of the Woonasquatucket River.

The Dyerville Mill was opened as part of this flurry of expansion
by Elisha Dyer (1772-1854), a successful commission merchant, land
owner, and banker. By the 1830s, however, diminishing returns
apparently had prompted him to suspend his commission business and
turn to textile production. The company survived the vagaries of
the cotton-cloth market that caused the closing of all but eight
Providence mills by 1850. 1In that year, the Dyerville Mill represented
a capital investment of §75,000, employed forty men and thirty women,
and produced about $50,000 worth of cloth annually. Dyer's son Elisha
(1811-1906; Governor of Rhode Island, 1857-1859) was the agent in
charge of operations from 1835 until his father's death. He remained

the sole owner, agent, and proprietor until 1867, when he sold out to
the Beckwith family.

(See cont. Sheet #2)
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The years after the Civil War saw Rhode Island textile industry
rapidly expanding to a position of regional importance, and the
Dyerville Mill played a significant role in this development. Truman
Beckwith, owner of the largest cotton brokerage in Providence, and
his son Amos, who acted as agent for the mill, incorporated the con-
cern as the Dyerville Manufacturing Company. By 1870, Dyerville Mill,
by then partially run by steam, was capitalized at $250,000; contained
15,000 spindles and 274 power looms; employed forty men, forty-eight
women, and twenty-four children; and produced $258,650 worth of cotton
clofh.

The twentieth century brought, at first,diversification of
textile production followed,ultimately,by the closing of many mills
as production moved south closer to the source of supply. The Joslin
Manufacturing Company purchased the mill in 1903 and converted it for
the production of braid and shoelaces, a shift in interest toward
novelties quite common in early twentieth-century textile production.
The mill continued to manufacture these products until the 1930s,
when it passed to a wholesale grocery company, which--though no longer
the owner--continues to operate at this location. In recent years,
the mill has housed several small, light industries.

Rhode Island textile industry's early growth, its rapid expan-
sion in the late nineteenth century, and its decline in the mid-
twentieth century are well chronicled in the Dyerville Mill. And
while the expansion and adaptation of most mill complexes often
destroys the integrity of both the structure and its setting, this
mill is remarkable for its lack of obtrusive alteration. The
Dyerville Mill is unique in Providence in its ability to illustrate
the development of the Rhode Island textile industry.
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Zuckerman, B. Michael. "Dyerville Mill: A Vision of Our Past."
Providence Preservation Society News. Volume XXII (September 1977).
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150 Benefit Street
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(401) 277-2678

April 2, 1979

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation
Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service
440 G Street, N.W.
. Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed are completed nominations for the following
Rhode Island properties:

Little Tonomi/Sunset Hill Amendment#*
to Miantonomi Memorial Park and World War I
Memorial Tower, Hillside Avenue, Newport

Thomas H. Hughes House, 403 Central Avenue,
Johnston

Dyerville Mill, 610 Manton Avenue, Providence

Sunset Hill (preferred name) is located in Newport
County, Congressional District 1 represented by the
Honorable Fernand St. Germain. The Hughes House and
Dyerville Mill are located in Providence County and
both are within Congressional District 2 represented
by the Honorable Edward Beard. The Rhode Island Review
Board has reviewed and approved these properties for
nomination. The owners of ] iLll and the
Hughes House are interested in applying for HCRS
grants-in-ald, so I hope that these nominations can be
expedited.

Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as State Historic Preservation Officer for Rhode
Island, I hereby nominate Little Tonomi/Sunset Hill
Amendment to Miantonomi Park and World War I Memorial

— et

/ G




United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20243

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32-NR R S
APR 1 1 1919

Dear Property Owner:

The property you own has been nominated for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. The National Register is the government's
official list of historic buildings and other cultural resources worthy
of preservation. This nomination is pending in our office.

If your property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register,
there are certain benefits and provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976
that may apply to you. We are enclosing information about this law

and a general description of the National Register program.

Soon we will be considering whether your property should be listed,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. If you wish to comment on whether your property
should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to me, Dr. William J.
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please include the
name and address of the property as shown on the address label on this
letter. If you have questions about the National Register program or
the enclosed material, you should also address them to me,

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's and
don'ts for people who are fixing up old buildings. If the owner of a
building listed in the National Register, either individually or as part
of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act benefits,
these standards must be followed. A copy of these standards is available
from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20243. Questions about the standards should also be
addressed to that same office.

Sigcerely,

Robert and William Lonardo
25 Dorrance St.
Providence, RI 02909

Re: Dyerville Mill



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20243

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32-NR ot 7 T
APR 1 [ 19(8

Dear Property Owner:

The property you own has been nominated for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. The National Register is the government's
official list of historic buildings and other cultural resources worthy
of preservation. This nomination is pending in our office.

If your property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register,
there are certain benefits and provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976
that may apply to you, We are enclosing information about this law

and a general description of the National Register program.

Soon we will be considering whether your property should be listed,
using as our guidelines the '"Criteria for Evaluation'" shown in the
enclosed material. If you wish to comment on whether your property
should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to me, Dr. William J.
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please include the
name and address of the property as shown on the address label on this
letter. If you have questions about the National Register program or
the enclosed material, you should also address them to me,

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's and
don'ts for people who are fixing up old buildings., If the owner of a
building listed in the National Register, either individually or as part
of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act benefits,
these standards must be followed. A copy of these standards is available
from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
€ «ha Tnterior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W.,
© s3hould also be
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
srare RHODE ISLAND

Date Entered JJN ' 8 ’979
Name Location
( Dyerville Mill Providence
Providence County
Shakspeare Hall (Sprague-Knight Building) Providence

Providence County

Also Notified

Honorable John H. Chafee

Honorable Claiborne Pell State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Edward P. Beard Mr, Frederick C. Williamson
Director, Rhode Island Department
of Community Affairs
150 Washington Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

NR Byers/bjr 6/21/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



