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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION < C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT q i •. —DETERIORATED _UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Matthew Lynch house (now so-called although not o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t 
by Lynch) was f i r s t located i n what i s now Providence's central business 
d i s t r i c t and was moved about 1865 to i t s present s i t e on an elevated 
section of f l a t land i n an i n - c i t y area known as South Providence. Dating, 
apparently, from the fourth quarter of the eighteenth century, i t i s a 
one-and-one-half-Story dwelling of timber frame construction covered by 
a gambrel roof. I t is set facing west upon a high brick foundation, 
although the o r i g i n a l was probably a lower one of stone. The o r i g i n a l 
large central chimney has been r e b u i l t twice, once when the house was 
moved -- the old chimney and i t s base were l e f t behind and a slim new 
brick chimney b u i l t i n i t s place to accommodate parlor stoves -- and 
again i n 1977, when a moderately-sized new brick chimney was constructed 
to serve the new fireplace i n the southwest room. 

As f i r s t b u i l t , the house was fi v e bays wide and two bays deep, with 
the main entrance located i n the center of the longer elevation. At 
some time, probably i n the f i r s t quarter of the nineteenth century, the 
house was lengthened on what is now the south end by one bay. This 
extension did not, however, run back i n f u l l story-and-a-half height for 
the f u l l depth of the house; rather, i t created a three-quarters gambrel 
r o o f l i n e at the rear, allowing the gambrel end window to remain open. 
The present owner, Stanford Cameron, has recently f i l l e d i n t h i s irregu­
l a r i t y to make a standard gambrel r o o f l i n e . In the 1920s or 1930s a 
small, low, hip-roofed, one-story addition (see Plan A) was pushed out 
from the southeast corner of the nineteenth century extension and an 
Open porch attached there. Renovation currently being undertaken has 
already removed these early twentieth century al t e r a t i o n s . Current 
work has also included s t r i p p i n g the dilapidated asphalt siding to 
reveal the wood clapboards beneath. Clapboards have been replaced as 
needed. 

Exterior t r i m is minimal and very simple. On the west entrance 
fr o n t the only embellishment is a simple fascia board with a surmounting 
eaves cornice which is carefully stopped, i n p r o f i l e , at each end j u s t 
short of the corners of the house. Frugality, no doubt, accounts for 
the fact that there i s no cornice on the rear of the b u i l d i n g . Window 
openings on the front are placed d i r e c t l y beneath the fascia, and t h e i r 
S i n L a r d enframements aSd s i l l s have no mouldings °^ ^he 
The main doorway does, however, have a modest moulding or bevel at the 
outer edge of i t s frame. The exterior doors are not o r i g i n a l . Some 
of the nineteenth century two-over-two-paned sash i n the p r i n c i p a l 
windows have been replaced with nine-over-nine-paned sash. On the back 
walls, two windows have been closed o f f w i t h i n the past year (see Plan 
B) and a new window cut i n beside an existing window to accommodate 
the new kitchen. The gambrel peak at the north end of the house has 

(see continuation sheet #1) 
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one c e n t r a l window of normal s i z e , l i g h t i n g a second f l o o r chamber, and 
i s f l a n k e d by two smaller windows which formerly l i g h t e d two "crawl 
spaces" or storage areas w i t h i n the lower angles . 
of the gambrel; these spaces have been opened up during the current 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to provide a l a r g e r chamber. 

When the present owner acquired the house, the i n t e r n a l arrangement 
was e s s e n t i a l l y t h a t of the customary five-room plan d i c t a t e d by a 
c e n t r a l chimney (see Plan A). There was a small entrance h a l l from 
which an enclosed, steep, and narrow s t a i r angled up i n f r o n t of the 
former chimney space. At e i t h e r side were the two main f r o n t rooms, 
k i t c h e n and p a r l o r , while smaller rooms extended across the rear. As 
stoves were gen e r a l l y i n use i n the 1860s when the house was moved, no 
act u a l f i r e p l a c e s were provided i n the new b r i c k chimney stack. However, 
the mantel i n the northwest p a r l o r was moved w i t h the house. 

This was a handsome mantel w i t h b o l e c t i o n surround and Federal s t y l e 
h a l f - c o l o n e t t e s on low p l i n t h s at e i t h e r side supporting a f r i e z e and 
a s h e l f w i t h c r i s p l y moulded edging, probably added when the house was 
enlarged i n the e a r l y 1800s, Above the mantel was a h o r i z o n t a l r a i s e d 
wooden panel of m i d - t o - l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h century type. This mantel was 
disassembled and narrowed f o r use w i t h the newly b u i l t f i r e p l a c e i n 
the l i v i n g room area i n 1977. D i r e c t l y above the p a r l o r , i n the 
p r i n c i p a l second f l o o r bedroom, the moulding t r i m of another f i r e p l a c e 
surround survived the 1865 move. The current work has covered or re­
moved t h i s t r i m as w e l l . 

Wooden t r i m throughout the house was an 
door enframements were s l i m boards w i t h a na 
were p l a i n ; there were no wainscots, c h a i r - r 
Corner posts were cased, some w i t h beaded co 
fo u r shallow panels, although one, from the 
on the f i r s t f l o o r (since removed) had s i x r 
doors had t h e i r o r i g i n a l hardware, some r e t a 
washers. Most doorframes, doors, f l o o r b o a r d 
been removed during c u r r e n t renovation work, 
frames may be re-used. 

d i s modest, 
rrow beaded e 
a i l s , or corn 
rners. Most 
entry to the 
aised panels, 
i n i n g H-L h i n 
s and window 
but some doo 

Window and 
dge; baseboards 
ice mouldings, 
doors had 
southwest room 

Nearly a l l 
ges and le a t h e r 
frames have 
rs and door 

Wi t h i n the l a s t f o r t y or f i f t y years some f l i m s y and e a s i l y re­
movable p a r t i t i o n s were i n s t a l l e d i n a few rooms on both f l o o r s f o r 
cl o s e t space and bathrooms; at the same time, apparently, the n o r t h 
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parlor doorway (on the east wall) was enlarged and f i t t e d with a French 
door set i n a nineteenth-century exterior door frame with s i d e l i g h t s . 
The entire frame and door were removed when the present owner relocated 
the eastern p a r t i t i o n to provide closet space i n the rear northeast 
room (sec Plan B). 

In renovating the house fo 
rearranged the f l o o r plan (comp 
o r i g i n a l lathe and plaster wall 
rock. The greatest changes hav 
enlarged by opening i t v e r t i c a l 
and doorway between i t and the 
the o r i g i n a l staircase. A broa 
takes two open runs up to the s 
other major change has been the 
the southern h a l f of the house 
kitchen (see Plan B). 

r family use, the present owner has 
are Plans A and B) and replaced a l l the 
s, i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r , with sheet 
e been i n the entry h a l l , which has been 
ly to the roof, by removing the p a r t i t i o n 
kitchen to the south, and by removing 
der new staircase of soft pine, which 
econd f l o o r , has been i n s t a l l e d . The 
opening up of the f i r s t f l o o r rooms i n 

into a large combined l i v i n g room and 

Although the house was i n generally dilapidated condition for 
a number of years and present renovation work has altered the i n t e r i o r 
plan, spatial arrangements, and d e t a i l , the exterior s t i l l reads as an 
eighteenth century house, despite window changes and the f i l l i n g i n of 
the southeast (rear) corner of the r o o f l i n e . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 
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_ 1 500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 
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•1^1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 
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—INVENTION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Despite the fact that the Matthew Lynch House has been moved from 
i t s o r i g i n a l location, i t retains a high degree of h i s t o r i c significance 
for i t s immediate neighborhood and for the c i t y as a whole. I t s s i t e 
h i s t o r y v i v i d l y i l l u s t r a t e s the changing patterns of development i n 
Providence and i t s current r e h a b i l i t a t i o n may well act as a catalyst f o r 
increased pride i n and r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the neighborhood wi t h i n which 
i t stands. - ' : 

When i t was f i r s t b u i l t , the Lynch house w 
outlying farmhouses i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l area we 
River," today, the Providence River, Commercia 
development i n Providence was confined to the e 
u n t i l a f t e r the Revolution. In the f i r s t h a l f 
the "West Side: developed rapidly as a resident 
By the time the Lynch house was moved, about 18 
in i t s immediate surroundings, which had become 
urban area, s t i l l p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l but inc 
and commercial purposes. The Lynch house i s sa 
probably by Matthew Lynch, from near the si t e o 
Church b u i l t i n 1846.' 

as one of the scattered, 
St of the "Great Salt 
1 and urban r e s i d e n t i a l 
ast side of the r i v e r 
of the nineteenth century, 
i a l and commercial area. 
65, i t was out of place 
a busy, sophisticated 

reasingly used for c i v i c 
i d to have been moved, 
f Richard Upjohn's Grace 

The meadowed plateau on the southern edge of the c i t y , to which the 
house was moved, was being p l a t t e d and s e t t l e d i n the 1850s and 1860s 
by I r i s h immigrants, employed p r i m a r i l y i n the nearby slaughterhouses. 
A n t i - I r i s h sentiment was rampant and, as a r e s u l t , the growing South 
Providence I r i s h community was commonly referred to as "Dogtown." 
Frequently, too, the only housing available to the I r i s h newcomers was 
the cast-off housing of the older native population. The Lynch house 
was one of several older houses moved into "Dogtown" at t h i s time and is 
an in t e r e s t i n g example of th i s phenomenon. 

In the l a t t e r part of the nineteenth century, the open land sur­
rounding "Dogtown" was gradually subdivided into house l o t s and farming 
was much reduced. Buildings for small industries replaced the slaughter­
houses which had been erected i n the Robinson Street-Prairie Avenue area 
i n the 1860s, and the neighborhood became f i l l e d with rather closely-
spaced, two-family houses and turn-of-the century " t r i p l e deckers" which 
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housed workers. The family of the I r i s h immigrant Matthew Lynch, who 
acquired the l o t i n 1863 and the house, shortly thereafter, occupied the 
house u n t i l 1937. The property thereafter changed hands several times and 
was purchased by Donald Bradley i n 1954, who retained ownership u n t i l 
1976. • . • , . 

In recent decades the neighborhood surrounding the Lynch house 
has suffered serious det e r i o r a t i o n , becoming largely an area of tene­
ments i n absentee ownership and d e r e l i c t structures of other kinds. 
Heavy demolition i n the area was undertaken by the Federal Model Cities 
Program i n the 1960s i n an attempt to reverse urban b l i g h t and begin 
an upgrading trend. In 1972 the immediate area i n which the Lynch house 
is located was designated for clearance and new construction of single-
family houses, under the auspices of the Comstock Urban Renewal Project, 
undertaken and funded j o i n t l y by Model Cities and the City of Providence. 
Today, the completed Comstock subdivision of pre-fab, ranch s t y l e dwellings 
t o t a l l y surrounds the Lynch house 

Arrangements to relocate the Lynch house i n the c i t y ' s h i s t o r i c 
College H i l l neighborhood were w e l l underway when PACE (people Acting 
Through Community E f f o r t ) and the Urban League requested that the 
Providence Redevelopment Agency allow the house to remain on i t s present 
s i t e becaus.e i t had become for South Providence residents, not only 
a landmark, but also a symbol of t h e i r hope of r e v i t a l i z i n g the neighbor­
hood. As a result of t h i s plea, the accepted developer for the reloca­
t i o n withdrew his application and the house was acquired by a new owner, 
Stanford Cameron, who, i n his words "Knew someone had to f i x i t up" and 
is currently r e h a b i l i t a t i n g the structure for his own occupancy. I t 
is the hope of the neighborhood that his e f f o r t s and t h e i r v i s i b l e 
r e s u l t may serve as an example and incentive to other owners nearby to 
reuse and care for the exis t i n g building stock i n South Providence. 

• GPO 892 455 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Old State House . 
150 Benefit Street 
Providence, R. I . 02903 
(401)277-2678 

January 11 , 1978 , . ,< . . 

BECESVED 

REGISTER 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places . . 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r . . 
18th and C Streets, N.W. ^ 
Washington, D.C. 20240 • . •••̂  : ;s ' : 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are the completed nominations for the following 
Rhode Island properties: 

John Hoxsie House, Off Route 112, Richmond 
Knightsville Meeting House, 67 Phenix Avenue, Cranston 
Matthew Lynch House, 120 Robinson Street, Providence 
Joseph Jeffrey House, Town House Road, Charlestown 

The John Hoxsie House and the Joseph Jeffrey House are l o ­
cated i n Washington County; the Matthew Lynch House and 
Knightsville Meeting House are located in Providence County; 
and a l l four properties are w i t h i n Congressional D i s t r i c t 2 
represented by the Honorable Edward Beard. The owner of 
record of each property i s indicated i n section 4 of each 
nomination form. 

We would greatly appreciate a quick preliminary review of 
the e l i g i b i l i t y of the Matthew Lynch House, the Knightsville 
Meeting House, and the Joseph Jeffrey House because t h e i r 
owners have submitted ,grant applications upon which the 
Rhode Island H i s t o r i c a l Preservation Commission w i l l be 
deciding i n the very near future. 

Pursuant to the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966, 
as State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer for the State of 
Rhode Island, I hereby nominate the John Hoxsie House, . . 



Dr. William J. Murtagh January 11, 19 78 

Knigh t s v i l l e Meeting House, the Matthew Lynch House, 
and the Joseph Jeffrey House to the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Frederick C. Williamson -
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

FCW/mm , ' 

Enclosures 

^ . - / i t " " 
.1. ̂- -At f 

. J 'V". 
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• f a i r •unexcavated 

• o r i g i n a l site 
• moved 

• reconstructed D u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

OM 

If stale who prepared form? 

• LOCAL • PRIVATE ORGANimiOM 

(^features: •̂SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ÔSUBSTANTIALLY IMTACT-2 wOSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
2DN0T INTACT-O 
{^•UNKNOWN-4 
2DN0T APPLICABLE-7 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

{ ! ! ^ U N K N 0 W N - 5 

SQNOT APPLICABLE-8 

©•NOT INTACT-O 

UNKNOWN-6 
^•NOT APPLICABLE-9 

{ ( ^ A C C E S S •VES-Restr ic ted • YES-Unrestricted • No Access • Unknown [@ADAPTIVE USE DYES DNO SAVED? •YES IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? GyesDno 

) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOlOSY-preliistoric-2 •COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOlOGY-hlstorlG-l • COMMUNICATIONS-

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION-8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS- 9 

• ART-5 • EDUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERIN6-11 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INOUSTBY-U 
• INVENTION-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW-16 
• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY-18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 • RECREATION -28 

• SEllGION-22 • SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE-23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAl-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

CLAIMS -. expla in 
f i r s t ' • 

' Oldest '• 

•only' • 

l ^ f u n o t i o n s 
1 WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
1 CURRENTLY: ; i 

^ d a t e s of initial constructieii: 
major altirations: 
historic iftnts: 

£ ^ E T H N I C GROUP 
ASSOCIATION 

1 ^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l style(s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

•^ landscape archi tect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i l de r / con t r ac to r : 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

• ^ N A T I O N A L REGISTER W R I T E - U P 

I rawiewers i n i t i a l s . - d a l e . • IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI 




