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The Crescent Park carousel was probably built shortly after its
manufacturer Charles Looff (1852-1918) signed a lease with the park's
owner for the construction and operation of the ride in April, 1895.
It was extant by July, 1898, when a photograph of the structure
appeared in the Providence Journal of Commerce.

The machine has a circular wooden platform fifty feet in diameter
with four figures abreast, including 62 horses, four chariots and a camel.
It is larger than the average carousel of the period, and is unusual
because all the animals are of different design. Atop the center post
is a large wooden eagle, approximately four feet in wingspread, covered
with gold leaf. Most of the figures probably date between 1905, when
Looffarrived at Crescent Park, and 1910, when he left for Long Beach,
California. The rim and center facade (enclosing the driving mechanism)
are in a florid neo-baroque style typical of Looff'swork, but somewhat
restrained for carousel panels of the period. The band organ was
installed shortly after the turn of the century and was manufactured
by A. Ruth and Son, a noted German manufacturer of these instruments.
Repeatedly, Loof promoted the sale of Ruth's organs to accompany his
carousels, and the one here was made especially for display purposes.
Originally, it employed a 94 keyless organ (played by air pressure)
using cardboard books; but this was replaced early on by a Wurlitzer
165 military band organ roll mechanism.

The shed, also of Looff's design, is a fourteen-sided wood frame
structure, its roof supported by two rows of vertical posts and
suspended in the center by steel tension rods. It is enclosed by an
unadorned frame consisting of four sliding and four stationary window
panels on each bay, with vertical siding below. Four bays, and
originally several more, carry two sets of double-folding doors giving
access to the interior. Above, each bay has three-panel stationary
transom windows with border panes of colored glass. This articulation
is repeated at the clerestory, on line with the inner row of posts.
Orginally, the roof rose to a peak; sometime before 1909, Looffadded
the cupola and onion dome.

Both carousel and band organ were initially powered by steam supplied
from the park's central plant. This source has been replaced by a
fifteen horsepower, 550 volt, three-phase electric motor located within
the structure. Lighting came from a large gas chandelier suspended
over the center pole. Its fittings remain in situ. Probably by the
1920's, gas lights were replaced by 25-watt electric bulbs attached to
the posts, carousel sweeps, and center facade.

The carousel and its shed remain in an excellent state of repair;
recent painting of the figures and the frame as well as the shed's
interior have generally conformed to the early twentieth century
coloration. The carousel is prominently sited on a slight rise, at the

Main entrance to the park, overlooking the midway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Crescent Park carousel is among the finest surviving examples
of its type in the country, and a first-rate product of Charles I. D.
Looff (1852-1918), one of the earliest and foremost manufactures of
carousels in the United States.

A notive of Schleswig-Holstein, Looffimmigrated to New York in 1870.
Although he was trained as a furniture maker, he soon began to use his
spare time constructing a carousel for Balmer's Pavilion at Coney Island
(1876). Looffwas probably the first man in the country both to carve
the horses for these rides and to make their frames. He entered the
business full-time in 1880, opening a plant at Greenpoint in Brooklyn.
His operation never grew to be a large one, when compared to such other
carousel makers as the Philadelphia Toboggan Company or Gustave A.
Dentzel. This was partially due to the fact that Looffdid much of the
carving himself, and closely supervised four assistants who joined his
workshop by 1890. The quality of his work quickly earned him a con-
siderable reputation. During his career, Looffdesigned and built
carousels throughout the United States.

Several orders came from parks in Rhode Island, including Rocky
Point in Warwick (ca. 1892, destroyed), Boyden Heights in East Providence
(ca. 1900, moved or destroyed), and Crescent Park. Of these the Crescent
Park carousel was the largest and most elaborate. Here he opened a
branch factory for regional business under the supervision of Thomas
Murphy. 1In 1905, when his Brooklyn works were condemned for new
development, Looffmoved to East Providence and made the plant at
Crescent Park his base of operations. This was housed in an unassuming
wooden building attached to the rear of the carousel (with a six-room
apartment on the second floor probably serving as his living quarters).
Although it had long since ceased to serve its original function,
this structure remained until recently.

Once relocated in Rhode Island, Looffproceeded to embellish the
Crescent Park carousel so that it could be used as a display for
prospective clients. New horses were added over the next few years,
each different, and each representing the latest model. Thus, the
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carousel is extremely unusual, if not unique, in its variety. Generally,
a carousel carries about five types of animals with additional
differentiation coming only from color schemes. For many years,
Looff 's carvings have been regarded by historians of American folk art

as among the most distinguished representatives of their medium.

The Crescent Park carousel is a veritable museum of his work. Of
further note is the fact that not only are the animals and frame of

the carousel by Looff, but the shed enclosing them is of his design as
well. Unlike many carousel casings of the period, Looff's structures
were polygonal, reflecting the form of the machine inside. Eschewing
ornament, the shed's multi-surfaced mass, and the delicate articulation
of its glass panes provide an unusually restrained and forthright visual
statement.

Not the least significant aspect of the carousel is its excellent
state of preservation. 7"hCarousels often have long histories of being
moved from one park to another, and of alterations that have signifi-
cantly changed their original character. During its eighty years of
existence, the Crescent Park carousel has remained in its original
location and has experienced little modification after Looffleft
East Providence in 1910. A principal reason for this is that it has
been owned and operated by members of the Loofffamily up through 1966.
Very few carousels in the country have been so faithfully maintained
and so little altered. Complete with its original shed and early
twentieth century band organ and lighting, the carousel affords a now-
rare example of the total experience as it was in its heyday.

Crescent Park, itself, is noteworthy among Eastern amusement parks.
Started by George B. Boyden in 1886, it was one of New England's
major parks for several decades, and is the oldest in continuous
operation in Rhode Island. By the turn of the century, it occupied
over three hundred acres, offering a large variety of rides, dining
facilities for 1000 people, the region's largest dance hall, a hotel,
and a number of cottages. In 1898, the Providence Journal of Commerce
asserted it was the largest shore resort in the world under the
proprietorship of a single person. An estimated 50,000 to 75,000
people visited the park each day on weekends during the peak season.
Over the past quarter century, however, the park has declined in size
and prestige. During the past several years, Crescent Park has
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experienced major financial difficulties. Recently its mortgage has
been foreclosed and the property is slated for sale at public auction.
As separate items, the animals and other carvings on the carousel
are considered extremely valuable, and the possibility of this
magnificent example of nineteenth century popular art being broken
up is very real.

GPO 892 455
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Old State House

150 Benefit Street

Providence, R. 1. 02903

(401) 277-2678

March 16, 1976

Mr. Robert B. Rettig

Acting Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N. W.

Washington, D. C 20240

v
Dear Mr. Rettig: Th)t

Enclosed is the completed National Register nomination
for the Crescent Park Carousel in East Providence,
Providence County. The Rhode Island Review Board has
reviewed this proposed entry and unanimously approved
its nomination. The Crescent Park Carousel is located
in Rhode Island Congressional District 1, represented by
Mr. Fernand J. St. Germain.

The Carousel is immently threatened with being sold at
auction March 18, 1976, as part of the entirety of
Crescent Park. We very much hope that the Carousel will
be purchased as part of a total park package so that it
can remain in situ. If this is not possible, it is of
great importance to the historic value of the carousel
and to the state that the Crescent Park Carousel not be
moved outside Rhode Island.

We hope to lend every possible support to keeping the
Carousel in Rhode Island. For that reason, I would
greatly appreciate having the Crescent Park Carousel
entered on the National Register as quickly as possible.



Mr. Robert B. Rettig Page 2 March 16, 1976

Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
as Historic Preservation Officer for the State of Rhode
Island, I hereby nominate the Crescent Park Carousel to

the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely yours,
_
‘ s

Fredeftick C. Williamson
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosure

/dn



November 12, 1976

William J. Murtagh

_ Keeper of the National Register

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Keeper Murfagh.

A number of questions have arisen regarding the status
of the National Register listing for the Looff carousel
and pavilion at Crescent Park, Rhode Island. In recent
months a growing number of Rhode Island residents have
attempted, without success, to secure routine inform-
ation from the Rhode Island Historical Preservation
Commission.

In desperation, some of those questions have come my
way, 3,000 miles removed from the scene. I am unable
to field those questions, nor can I raise any kind of
adequate response from the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission.

For nearly three years now I have had underway inten-
sive research for a biography of the pioneer carousel
craftsman, Charles I. D, Looff (1852-1918.) 1In March
of this year a Rhode Island correspondent forwarded

a Providence newspaper clipping announcing the impending,
doom of the Looff carousel at Crescent Park. The news
story announced a scheduled auction and outlined the
then several month's old study by the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation Commission, as it attempted

to secure National Register listing for that carousel.
The news story indicated to me that the Commission had
not yet learned to spell Looff's name with much accuracy
or consistency. It was evident they needed help.

I telephonel the commission, volunteered to provide them
with documention, and they accepted. 1 prepared a
twenty page presentation for them, complete with
documentation notations, and listing more than a score
or more local localrepo'sitories and resources in
Rhode Island they had managed to overlook.



November 12, 1976

Queries for the Keeper of the National Register
on the status of the Looff carousel, Rhoverside,
Thode Island -

1l. What is the current status of the carousel
listing? On what date was it accepted for
listing ?

2. What does a listing on the National Register
mean in general, and how does it apply to this
carousel 7 What blanker national legislation
may now apply to the carousel ? (Prepared in-
formation in pamphlet or brochure form should
cover this.)

3. Does a Register listing provide eligibility
for any federal preservation funding ? (Pre-
pared information may cover this as well.)

4., Does Register listing provide any protection
against moving or dismantling of the carousel ?
If so, please provide specific !legislation
citation, and copies if practicable.

5. How doesRegister listing differ from national
monument or landmark status. (Prepared:®ifi-
“formation should suffice.)

6. Rhode Island citizens need directional help in
organizing a preservation campaign for the
carousel, Such a campaign should not differ
to much in procedure and technique from those
undertaken for any historic property. Where may
they obtain such "how to do it" information ?

7. Have other carousels received National Register
listings? If so, please provide copies of ap-
propriate doucmentatien.



o

William H. Murtagh
November 12, 1976
Page Two

Although that presentation was specifically marked for
their own use in Rhode Island, a copy was forwarded to
your office. That copy was eventually returned. No
"thank you" or even an apology was ever received from
Rhode Island.

While preparing that presentation, I once requested that
they forward two copies of periodical clippings from
their office. The request eventually lengthened to
two written requests, two telephone requests and a
month's time. Each clipping arrived separately. Each
was incomplete.

The demonstrated list of deficencies could continue.
And I have a file full of complaints from others. What
all this does is exacerbate already existing problems
of historical preservation and education. Apparently
the situation in Rhode Island discourages grass roots
participation.

The Crescent Park carousel continues in a threatened
state. The current ownership sinks deeper into bank-
ruptcy. And although there is a small but growing
sentiment for a local "save" campaign, the movement

is hampered by lack' of local institutional leadership,
and especially by lack of information. I am told
telephone calls by Rhode Island residents are not re-
turned by the commission. Mail goes unanswered.

I have appended a short list of questions for you, de-
signed to allay laymen's lack of knowledge of Register
significance, and allied historical preservation proced-
ural matters. It is unfortunate that you have to be
troubled with these questions. However, I do look for-
ward to your prompt personal attention to these already
too long delayed questions.

&Slceieli, ! E M

William Herbert Long (
Box 24434

San Francisco, Ca. 94124
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Mr. William Herbert Long
P.0. Box 24434
San Francisco, California 94124

Dear Mr. Long:

l/'rhank you for your letter concerning the g_o_‘n_nt Park Carousel, Providence
County, Rhode Island, listed in the Hational Register of Historic .

The Cresent Park Carousel was listed in the National Register om April 21,
1976. Listing in the National Register is Federal recognition that a
property possesses historic values and is worthy of preservation. Inclusion
of a property in the Register emsures that the Advisory Council on Histerie
Preservation is given an opporutanity to review and comment upon any under-
taking licensed, funded, or executed by a Federal agency that may affect

the property. In additiom, preservation projects on properties listed in
the National Register, in aceordance with an spproved State Historic
preservation plan. un qulify for eitlnr acquisition or development
grants~in-aid. -

Listing has no other effect on the property; it does not affect, in any
manner, the range of actions an owner could take, as long as Federal
financing is not involved; and it gives no govermmental unit any authority
or control over the property, its use, or dispositionm.

L Properties 1isted in the National Register should be moved caly when there
is no feasible alternative for preservation. If it is proposed that a
structure should be moved and the State or Federal agency wishes the
property to remain in the National Register during and after the move, the
State or Federal ageacy must submit adequate documentation set forth in
section 60.16 (b) of the National Register procedures prior to the move.

We suggest you comsult Mr. Russell Keune, Preservation Services (ffice,
The Hatienal Trust for Historic Preservation, 740 Jackson Place NW.,
Washington, D.C. 20006, for information on organizing preservation
campaigns to save historic properties such as the Cresent Park Carocusel.

We are enclosing copies of National Register forms on other carocusels
which are presently listed in the National Register and informative



2

materials which we hope will answer any questions not addressed in this

letter. We are also forwarding a copy of your letter to the Rhode Island
State historic preservation office so they are aware of your complaints.

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,
for .~ Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosures

cc:

Mr. Frederick C. Williamson SHPO Rhode Island w/c of inc.
bee:

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region w/c of inc.
001 - Reading

880 - w/c of inc.

FNP:K Burns:yvr 11/26/76

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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February 3, 1977

William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh,

As Keeper of the National Register I am sure you will be able to
answer a number of unanswered questions regarding the Looff carousel
at Crescent Park, Rhode Island. As & resident of Riverside, R.I.,

I am very much concerned for the future of the carousel. Our
Historical Preservation Commission here in Rhode Island leaves much
to be desired, writing to you seemed the best idea.

My interecst in the Looff carousel is more than just a casual one.
Charles I.D. Looff was Arthur and Dorothy Simmons grandfather and
Raymond Simmons great grandfather. Arthur, Dorothy and Raymond were

the owners of Crescent Park until it was sold in 1966 leaving the family
for the first time since Mr. Looff created the carousel in 1895. The .
Simmons family kept huhdreds of Looff's documents and pictures dating
back to 1801 and it was my job to divide the .material ihtoscategories,

a time consuming but enjoyable task. In March, 1976, an article
appeared in our Providence paper describing the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commissions attempt to have the carousel nominated as a
National Monument. I contacted Mr. Richard Longstreth of the commigsion
and offered my assistance which he gratfully acecepted. - The majority

of the information the commission had was incorrect and proff of this
rested with the documents and pictorial history I had on hand which
dated back to the year 1800. Mr. Longstreth spent two long afternoons
in my home pouring over the information at hand and taking notes. I

also let him borrow several pictures to copy t6® add to the commissions
pictorial history. I did not let him ‘copy any documents and he did not
see pictures of Looffs unfinished works as I did not yet have those
pictures. Later when I recieved a copy of the nomination papers that
were gent to Jashington (via an acquaintence -not Mr. Longstreth), I

was a bit dlcmayed to see Iir. Joseph Carrolo’and. Mr. Robert Newman's
name as the commissions "biblio refs."and my own name left out. I did
not seek recognition in helping the commission but if recognition was
mentioned neither Mr. Carrolo nor lir. Newman could provide such accurate
information complete with documentation as proff. To further my
annoyance the news that the carousel had been accepted as a National
Monument was never released to the news media here and because of

this very few Rhode Islanders are aware of it.

The status of the carousel remains a mystery and so does the title

of National lMonument as this new found honor has never been explained.
There is no plague or decree within the shed that houses the carousel
and I wonder if this is standard proceedure for all newly acquired
National Monuments?
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Gail Durfee

26 Stoneham Drive
Riverside, R.I.
Page Two

Prehaps you could avail yourself and answer some questions pertinent
to the carousel which would enable me to generate some interest in the
citizens of Rhode Island. I would like to start a program to SAVE the
carousel from being dismantled and sold or even sold as is and moved
out of this state. Another idea I have is to try and acquire city,
state or federal funds to buy the parks 47 and 3/4 acres of land to
develop into a recreational facility since Riverside has nothing of
the kind. The carousel could be run by a non-profit organization.

Time is of the essence ag the park is already up for sale and I cannot
begin without information or guidelines.

. That does a listing on the National Register mean?
~ What blanket national legislation now applys to the carousel?

~ Is the carousel considered a landmark?

Have any other carousels been nominated and accepted as National Monuments?

. Can the carousel be moved or dismantled without approval from your
Department or any other department?

WWhere may I obtain information to organize a campaign to save the
carousel and keep it at its present location. Also to whom would
I apply for funds to obtain the land Crescent Park now resides on,
city, state or federal?

I would be very grateful, Mr. Murtagh, if you could answer this letter
as soon as possible and help me out. Time is of the essence as I have
only learned this morning that the entire park is up for sale.

I await your personal reply.

Sincereley,

ol thierfie

Gail Durfee (Mrs. Edward)
26 Stoneham Drive
Riverside, Rhode Isgland
02915
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Mrs. Gail Durfee
26 Stoneham Drive
Riverside, Rhode Island 02915

Dear Mrs. Durfee:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Crescent Park Carousel,
Providence County, Rhode Island, listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Crescent Park Carousel was listed in the Hational Register on
April 21, 1976. This listing is Federal recognition that a property
possesses historic values and is worthy of preservation. Inclusion
of a property in the Register ensures that the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation is afforded an opportunity to review and com- :
ment upon any undertaking licensed, funded, or executed by a Federal
agency that may affect the property. In addition, preservation
projects on properties listed in the National Register, in accordance
with an approved State historic preservation plan, can qualify fer
either acquisition or development grants-in-aid., Explanatory leaflets
are enclosed.

Listing does not affect the range of actions an owner could: take, as
long as Federal financing is not involved:; and it gives no govern-
mental unit any authority or control over the property, its use, or
disposition.

Properties listed in the Hationmal Register should he moved only when
there is no feasible alternative for preservation. If it is proposed
that a structure should be moved and the State or Federal agency
wishes the property to remain in the lational Register during and
after the move, the State or Federal agency nmust: submit adequate
documentation set forth in section 60.16 (b) of the Hational Register
procedures prior to the move. A copy of our procedures is enclosed.

The Crescent Park Carousel is not a national historic landmark. This
designation is an honorary distinction, attesting to the national
significance of the property. Proposals for this distinction are
made to the Secretary of the Interior after comparative analysis and
review by independent experts. A leaflet explaining this program is
enclosed.



While the National Historic Landmarks Program of the National Park
Service does present plaques to properties designated natiomal
historic landmarks, the National Register does not have such a program.
Enclosed is a fact sheet which our office sends to private property
owners along with a sheet with recommended language should you deeide
to purchase 2 plaque with private funds.

Mr. Russell Keune, Preservation Services Office, The lational Trust
for Historic Preservation, 740 Jackson Place NW., Washington, D.C.
20006, may be helpful in providing information om organizing preser-
vation campaigns to save historic properties such as the Crescent

Park Carousel. You may also wish to write Ms. Barbara Charles,

510 11th Street SE., Washington, D.C. 20003. Ms. Charles is associated
with the National Carousel Roundtable and may have useful advice.
Finally, copies of the nomination forms of three other carousels listed
in the National Register are enclosed for your informatiom.

We are forwarding a cepy of your letter to the State Histeric Preservation

Officer so he is aware of your concerns. We hope the enclosed informdion
answers all your questions and is helpful to you.

Sincerely yours,
Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.y
fox
William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosures

ce: Mr. Frederick C. Williamson
Rhode Island SHPO w/c

Mr. Russell Keune

Preservation Services Office

The National Trust for
Historic Preservation

740 Jackson Place NW.

Washington, D.C. 20006 w/c

Ms. Barbara Charles
510 11th Street SE.
Washington, D.C. 20003 w/c

bee: Regional Director, North Atlantic
Region w/c
001 Reading File
880 w/c
FNP:BURNS:sle:3-15-77 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 20 Iltem number 7 Page 21

g )l/%ovt/w AR
NAME: Crescent Park Carousel ot MAm< » =%

LOCATION: Bullock's Point Avenue

OWNER: City of East Providence
City Hall
Taunton Avenue
East Providence, R.I. 02914

DESCRIPTION:

The Crescent Park Carousel, constructed sometime between 1895 and
1898, stands at the entrance to the midway of Crescent Park, an amusement
park that has been closed since 1975. The carousel shed is a one-story,
fourteen-sided structure enclosed by an unadorned wood frame infilled with
four sliding and four stationary window panels in each bay, with vertical
siding below. Four bays (originally several more) contain two sets each
of double-folding doors that give access to the interior. The upper por-
tion of each bay contains a tripartite transom filled with stationary win-
dow panels that have border panes of colored glass. The structure is cov-
ered with a polygonal hip roof broken by a clerestory with four window
panels in each bay. The roof originally rose to a peak but sometime before
1909 a cupola with onion dome was added.

Inside, the carousel is a circular structure fifty feet in diameter
with a wooden platform surmounted by 62 horses, a camel, and four chariots.
The rim and center housing enclosing the drive mechanism are decorated in
a florid neo-Baroque style; the housing is topped by a central post sup-
porting a large, gilded, carved wooden eagle. The carousel is larger than
the average merry-go-round of the period and is unusual because each animal
is different in design. The hand organ was installed shortly after the
turn of the century and was manufactured by A. Ruth and Son, a noted German
manufacturer of such instruments. Originally, it employed a 94 keyless
organ played by air pressure using cardboard books, but this was replaced
by a Wurlitzer 165 military band organ roll mechanism. The carousel and
band organ were originally powered by steam from the park's central plant
but are now operated by a fifteen-horsepower, 550-volt, three-phase elec-
tric motor. Light was originally provided by a gas chandelier suspended
over the center post (its fittings are still in place); the electric bulbs
attached to the posts, carousel sweeps, and central housing had probably
replaced the chandelier by the 1920s.

(See Continuation Sheet #21).



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 21 Item number 7 Page 22

DATE: between 1895 and 1898, before 1909
SIGNIFICANCE:

The Crescent Park Carousel is among the finest surviving examples
of its type in the country and is one of the most outstanding creations
of Charles I.D. Looff (1852-1918), one of America's earliest and foremost
carousel manufacturers. Looff, a native of Schleswig-Holstein, emigrated
to New York in 1870. Trained as a furniture maker, he spent his spare
time on carousel construction before entering the business full-time in
1880, when he opened a plant in Brooklyn. Looff was probably the first
man in the United States to both carve the figures and manufacture the
frames that carried them. His shop never became very large bacause he did
most of the carving himself and closely supervised the work of the few as-
sistants that he did employ. Looff established a branch factory at Crescent
Park, and in 1905, when the Brooklyn shop was forced to close, Crescent Park
became the base of his operations. Looff used the Crescent Park Carousel
as a display for prospective clients and he ornamented it with every type
of figure he was capable of producing in his shop (the shop was attached to
the rear of the carousel but has since been demolished). The Crescent Park
Carousel is thus extremely unusual, if not unique, in its variety. It is a
veritable museum of the work of Looff, who has long been regarded by his-
torians of American folk art as one of the most distinguished practitioners
in his field. Also noteworthy is the fact that Looff designed the shed in
addition to the figures and the frame supporting them. The Crescent Park
Carousel has stood virtually unaltered since Looff moved from East Providence
to Long Beach, California in 1910. That this carousel remains intact on its
original site is yet another feature which makes it a rare and significant
artifact.

ACREAGE: abour 3.5 acres

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Parcel 2, lot 118, assessor's plat 56.

UTM: 19 303765 4625275
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: National

Entered on National Register 21 April 1976

(See Continuation Sheet #22).
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"Richard Greenwood" To: <Kate_Richards@contractor.nps.gov>

<rgrqenwood@presewa cc: <paul_lusignan@nps.gov>

tion.ri.gov> Subject: Re: Crescent Park Carousel Boundaries
03/23/2009 11:31 AM

AST

Hi Kate:

I spent some time with the East Providence land records and came up
with the following info. on the Crescent Park Carousel history.

When the carousel was first listed on the NRHP and its boundary was
given as Plat 56, Lot 118, Lot 118 included the entire amusement park
with no subdivisions. Thus the nomination contained a major
discrepancy. While it stated less than an acre for the historic
resource, the boundaries it set encompassed much more land.

By the time of the MPS nomination in 1983, Lot 118 had been divided
into various parcels (though it still remained a single large lot). The
carousel was located on Parcel 2 of Lot 118. Parcel 2, which contained
3.5 acres,was transferred to the City of East Providence, which still
retains ownership. Consequently. the NR designation in the MPS covered
the 3.5 acres of Parcel 2. Since then, the city has redone its
assessor's plats and in the new designation the former Parcel 2 of Plat
56, Lot 118 has been renamed Map 413, Block 13, Lot 0001.

For National Register purposes, the substitution of the new lot number
for the old one is all that would be needed to update the file. The NHL
designation would need to expand the acreage to reflect the current
parcel size or develop a new, smaller boundary.

Let me know if thhis needs any clarification.
Rick

>>> Richard Greenwood 3/19/2009 2:26 PM >>>
Hi Kate:

I have looked into your questions and a complete resolution is still
wanting. I have not yet found a copy of the East Providence plat map
that would give us the dimensions of Plat 56, Lot 118 which is the
parcel used to define the carousel boundary in the original NR, MPS and
subsequent NHL nominations. East Providence has renumbered its
assessor's maps so that Plat 56/Lot 118 no longer exists. However, the
current lot on which the carousel sits (Map 413, Block 13, Lot 0001) is
3.51 acres which matches the c. 3.5 acres that the MPS nomination gave
as the acreage of the nominated property.

It may be that the size of Plat 56, Lot 118 grew between 1976 when it
was less than 1 acre and 1980 when the MPS said it was 3.5 acres.
However, I doubt it shrank between 1980 and the NHL nomination in 1985.
Instead I would guess that the NHL info was transcribed directly from
the 1976 nomination without benefit of the additional info in the 1980
MPS nomination.

Which leaves us with the latest NR boundaries of 1980 being a 3.51 acre
parcel, which is now described as Map 413, Block 13, Lot 0001, instead



of Plat 56, lot 118. The NHL boundary is problematic however. It seems
if they want to avoid nominating the open parkland around the carousel,
they will need to develop an accurate verbal boundary and not rely on
the legal parcel. Otherwise, the acreage is 3.51.

I'll continue to look for the older plat maps to see if they might
clarify things.

Rick

Richard E. Greenwood, Ph.D.

Deputy Director

Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
401-222-2078 - office

401-222-2968 - fax

>>> <Kate Richards@contractor.nps.gov> 3/17/2009 11:41 AM >>>
Hi Rick,

My question for Crescent Park Carousel revolves around the
boundaries/acreage for the NR nomination and the NHL nomination.

The original 1976 National Register nomination lists the acreage as
less

than one acre. The 1980 nomination that came in with the East
Providence

MRA (and was considered Additional Documentation for the original
nomination) lists the acreage as about 3.5 acres.

The National Historic Landmark Nomination (1987) lists the acreage as
less
than one acre.

I need a clarification on the acreage/boundaries for both the National
Register nomination and the National Historic Landmark nomination and
if

the two nominations are supposed to have different acreage. I'm trying
to

determine if I need multiple metadata records or just one for this
property. Currently I only have one metadata record that lists the
acreage

as 0.9.

If you have any questions about my query, I'll be glad to answer them.
Thank you,

Kate Richards

Digital Library Production Manager
1201 "Eye" St. NW

Washington, DC 2005

202-354-2264

Richard Greenwood. vcf




4 Lisa Deline To: Paul Lusignan/WASO/NPS

: ¢C:
21133/3_4/2009 HEEAR Subject: Fw: Crescent Park Carousel Boundaries

Paul:

Since you're now handling Rhode Island... this is a question that Kate was clarifying with Rick Greenwood.
See Kate if you have any questions.

Lisa Deline, Historian

National Register of Historic Places

(202) 354-2239

fax (202)371-2229

--—— Forwarded by Lisa Deline/WASO/NPS on 03/24/2009 11:23 AM -----

Alexis

Abernathy/Contractor/NPS To Kate Richards/Contractor’/NPS@NPS

03/24/2009 11:02 AM EDT cc Lisa Deline/WASO/NPS@NPS, Patty
Henry/WASO/NPS@NPS

Subject Re: Fw: Crescent Park Carousel BoundariesD

Oh goodness, if it mentions the entire parcel in the nomination. That is what it is.

When what the mps done? |If that is after 1980 and those acreage is different from the NHL we have a
problem.

What | think we need is a letter from the state clarifying that the mps boundaries are accurate for the NR
nomination. If they are different from the NHL we will have to have two separate listings.

| hope that is as clear as mud.
Alexis

Alexis Abernathy
National Register of Historic Places
alexis_abernathy@contractor.nps.gov
Work (202)354-2236
fax (202)371-2229
Kate Richards/Contractor/NPS

[ —=. Kate
/? “=: Richards/Contractor/NPS To Alexis Abernathy/Contractor/NPS@NPS, Patty
TN T 0312412009 10:20 AM Henry/WASO/NPS@NPS, Lisa Deline/ WASO/NPS@NPS
Wl cc
(?‘t’- /s )
J Subject Fw: Crescent Park Carousel Boundaries

Here's the answer that Rick sent me regarding the acreage for the Crescent Park Carousel.

Kate
-—- Forwarded by Kate Richards/Contractor/NPS on 03/24/2009 10:16 AM -----



Paul Lusignan To: "Richard Greenwood" <rgreenwood@preservation.ri.gov>

04/02/2009 12:49 PM cc: Kate Richards/Contractor/NPS@NPS, Patty Henry/WASO/NPS@NPS
’ Subject: Re: Crescent Park Carousel Boundaries

EDT

OK. Just on board with reviewing Rhode Island and ready for some action....
Here is my take on the Crescent Park Carousel boundary issue.

In reading the 1976 nomination verbal boundary description | saw it as a very imprecise documentation. |
was particularly drawn to the parenthetical phrase (Section on east side of Bullock Point Avenue
approximately 450' south of Crescent View Avenue). | took this to mean that Plat 56 Lot 118 was the
general location of the property and that the nominated area was intended as some subset of that lot, not
the entire lot. This would be the same as a VBD that started with the Town Range Section and then gave
an imprecise smaller area description. We would not assume that the entire Section was intended as the
boundary, but some subset. Yes, the nomination gave the acreage as "less than one," but that is often
used when documenting a site whose boundaries are less than precise or well detailed. (It's an
approximation. If the boundary was intended as the entire official plat & lot we would probably have had a
more definitive acreage from the tax records.) That being said, | see the 1976 boundary as an
approximation of the physical bounds common to most pre-1980 nominations.

The 1980 Carousel documentation can then be seen as a clarification of the earlier information. Perhaps
we could have called it a "boundary increase," but considering the relative imprecise (and contradictory)
nature of the 1976 documentation, | think treating it as Additional Documentation was/is correct. Thus,
we were provided in 1980 with a more accurate lot citation for the area referred to in 1976 as "section on
the east side...450' south..." and a more accurate acreage estimation of that site. There was no actual
change in the land area listed, just a more precise clarification of what that area encompassed

The issue of the NHL documentation merely parroting the 1976 documentation without the 1980
clarification does present another problem layer, but one that can be easily fixed. In talking with the NHL
staff this would appear to be a case where a technical correction to the NHL documentation could also be
performed rather than an elaborate boundary increase/boundary decrease/boundary study project and all
of the formal notification and Advisory Board consideration that this would entail. We need to verify if Paul
Loether will go along with this first, but it may be a case where we simply put a notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER that we are correcting an older imprecise designation with information already approved by
the NPS.

The best scenario would have us directly responding to a letter from the Rhode Island SHPO that sought
to 1) amend the 1976/1980 National Register nomination by providing the new parcel, lot and block
citation (Map 413, Block 13, Lot 0001) for the listed property and 2) have the NHL boundary match this
new information by incorporating the 1980 additional documentation that was erroneously overlooked in
1987. Inthe end | see no need to have two separate boundaries when the eligible entity and its setting
are so clearly in a small defined area.

Kate, I'm not sure how this impacts you current needs, as the NHL as it stands today does provide an
acreage of .9, while the NR is 3.5. Once we complete the fix, this would not be the case and the acreage
would be consistent at 3.5.

Where have | gone wrong in this approach? If I'm missing something please let me know.

Paul R. Lusignan
Historian
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
(202) 354-2229
(202) 371-2229 fax
"Richard Greenwood" <rgreenwood@preservation.ri.gov>
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(Resource Name) (Reference Number|s]) (Date form compleied)
PROViDERCE RHOVE TsLAn] Piast 2. Batee,
(County) (State) (Completed by)
STATUS:
1.MISSING _ 2. REMOVED/ _ 3.NHL L 4R SRR L BONER . FONPS - 8.DOE - 9. RESTRICTED
DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION e
EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) ‘

2. / /
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

3. CRESCENT PRRIC LoofF cRROUSEL M) SHELTEZ TSR R ol g
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

4.

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

- RLEE
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)
6.
(Location of oversize file)
7. . / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)
e e B B e e R e s e e
COMMENTS: / /
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced)
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places WASO 21

Locator Card JAN. 1986




