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[I. NAME' 
COMMON: 

Whitmarsh (Colonel Micah) House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Reynolds (John) House 
2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

29li Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

East Greenwich < 

Rhode Island, 028l8 Th 
C O U N T Y : 

Kent 
C O D E 

TJD3~ 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• District Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

CX Private 

• B'oth 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process'' 

I 1 Being Considered 

3 Occupied 

[~1 Unoccupied 

I I Preservotion work 

in progress 

Yes: 

[Xl Restricted 

1 I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

( I Agricultural 

^ Commercial 

n Educational 

r~l Entertainment 

I ) Government 

1 1 Industrial 

[ I Mil itary 

1 I M u s e u m 

• Park 

1 I Private Residence 

[ I Religious 

1 I Scientific 

! 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

East Greenwich Preservation Society 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

29U Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

East Greenwich Rhode Island, 028l8 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Town Hal l 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

111 Peirce Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

East Greenwich Rhode Is land, 02818 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN g X i S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Rhode Island Statewide Survey 

0 
DATE OF SURVEY; l ^ Y O • Federol State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Sfete House, 90 Smith Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Providence Rhode Island, 02903 
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7, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t [ g Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved • ! Or ig i r .o l S i te 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house acquired i n 1773 by Micah Whitmarsh was b u i l t between 
1767 and 1771 by John Reynolds. I t i s a two-and-one-half-storey brick 
(three rows of stretchers between each two of headers) building; i t is 
timber-framed above a rubble and mortar basement and carries a high 
gambrel roof without—apparently from the beginning—any dormers,, 
are f a i r s l i g h t l y irregularly-spaced bays across the entrance (jrf^tS-
front and three across the rear of the house. The 0;able ends/4î 5rî ' two 
widely-spaced windows on each floor, including the garret. J^ere gjfel.S'/rĵ  
two externally flush chimneys, one centred at each end of th!e-houseT̂ Vo// 
which rise through the peaks of the gables; internally, the j chiitmeys are ̂' 
triangular i n form, resting on massive stone bases i n the cellar. j f i 5 
the house is of central-hall, four-room plan, a l l fireplace Wen^ii^jrj 
necessarily become comer ones. V.>_̂  "* " 

Externally, the house presents a solid, robust body, i t s f i ^ 
now s i t t i n g immediately upon the sidewalk although the slope of the l o t 
makes foundations evident at sides and rear. I t has apparently always 
been practically devoid of architectural adornment, encircled only by 
a brick helt-course (a small part of this removed during alterations) 
and carrying the most modest of eaves and gable cornices. There was no 
trim to the windows, and one cannot know i f there was originally any 
embellishment to the m,a.in entrance, since this was transformed to one 
of provincial Greek Revival style during the la t t e r years of Whitmarsh 
ownership (I830's-l8ii0's), when a number of minor "modem improvements" 
in trim took place. 

The brickwork, particularly around windows—many of which were 
evidently shortened and widened to 6-over-^sash size (though 9-ovBr-9 
survives at the rear)—has undergone sporadic and patchy repair: now 
i t is d i f f i c u l t to t e l l how a l l windows were originally contained— 
whether under f l a t arches, segmental relieving arches, or with the brick­
work simply carried straight across. (Segmental arches seem to be the 
best guess.) The house remains i n original form and size, excepting 
the few mentioned modifications and excepting a small, square, one-storey 
wooden addition at the south-east rear corner (This, being needed space, 
w i l l probably be retained). 

With the exclusion of this extension, the house internally retains 
i t s original plan (two or three recent flimsy hallway partitions easily 
removable). A central, but sl i g h t l y off-centre, hallway runs from front 
to back on each floor. The staircase up from the f i r s t floor does not 
carry i t s original r a i l i n g . During improvements a l l but one f i r s t - f l o o r 
room had matched hardwood substituted for the original wide-board floor­
ing. Two rooms on this floor retain (probably original) vsitical sheath­
ing to dado height, and one keeps i t s orieinal f l a t window trim. Down­
stairs, however, simple moulded trim typical of the Greek Revival style 

(See Continuation Sheet.) 
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7. Description. 

has been introduced, as have four-panelled doors and cramped but hopefully 
classical corner mantels. 

The second-floorjchambers retain to a greater degree their original 
floors, two-panelled doors, mantels, overmantels, panelling and other 
woodwork, as well as original hardware. I t s plan duplicates that of the 
floor below and is duplicated above in the th i r d or garret storey, whidi 
contains four rooms, each lighted by one gable window. On this top floor 
doors are of board-and-batten construction; such doors are also on storage 
cupboards at either end of the s t a i r - h a l l (probably brought up when down­
stairs doors were replaced), but the cupboards themselves do not appear 
to be original to the house. 

The Whitmarsh house, with few changes in ownership, remained in 
continuous residential occupation u n t i l 1966. Since then acquired by the 
East Greenwich Preservation Society, i t contains—without a l t e r a t i o n — 
offices and small r e t a i l shops whose rental payments temporarily maintain 
the property u n t i l guided restoration of the structure and i t s sympathetic 
adaptation to the Society's uses can be undertaken. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD fCheck Orre or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n I CU 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

• l ' 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor rgtnal • Educat i on • P o l i t i c o l 

Q P r e h i s t o r i c • Engi neeri ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

• H i s t o r i c • 1 ndus try losophy 

[ 1 A g r i c u l t u r e • I nven t i on • S c i en ce 

[ 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e • L a n d s c a p e • ScuIp ture 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e • Socio l / H u m o n -

i \ Commerce • L i t e r a t u r e i t o r i a n 

[ I Commun ico t i ons • M i l i t a r y • T heater 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mus ic • Transpo r t a t i on 

I I Urban Planning 

T~l Other (Specify) 

Local history;  
future house- 
museum and edu­ 
cational use 

UJ 

111' 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

After two hundred years this house remains a prominent and well-
known feature ("The Brick House") of East Greenwich's Main Street, and 
certainly i n earlier times the strong and sizable structure must have 
been a notable landmark to stage travellers on the Post Road. I t w i l l 
have future importance as part of East Greenwich's architectural l e ­
gacy and as a cultural f a c i l i t y when i t is restored and houses the ex­
hibitions and activities of the local preservation society. 

Significance attaches too to i t s long possession (l773-l81i5) by 
the Whitmarsh family. Micah Whitmarsh was important in his town, 
being a charter member of the s t i l l - e x i s t i n g Kentish Guards, a m i l i t i a 
body i n which he rose to colonel. During the Revolutionary War he was 
also a member of Varnum's Brigade, which was present throughout the 
hard winter at Valley Forge and which played a v i t a l role i n the Battle 
of Rhode Island. ^ , „ . 

East Greenwich happily has other—though none too many—^well 
protected and well maintained historical buildings and dwellings; the 
Whitmarsh house deserves to take an outstanding place among these, 
soon. 





























































Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Rhode Island 
C O U N T Y 

Kent 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

l-Jhitmarsh (Colonel Micah) House 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Reynolds (John) House 

2. LOCATION 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2911 Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

East Greenwich 

Rhode Island 
C O D E 

Ken' 
C O D E 

3. MAf> REFERENCE 

SOURCE: u, S. Geological Survey 

SCALE: 1 : 1 2 . 0 0 0 

1957 
4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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S T A T E O F R H O D E I S L A N D . D E P A R T M E N T O F C O M M U N I T Y A F F A I R S 

289 Promendcfe Street /JH^K\ Providence, K. I. 02908 

FREDERICK C. WILLIAMSON 

DIRECTOR 

January 11, 1971 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed is the National Register nomination for the Col. Micah 
Whitmarsh House i n East Greenwich, Rhode Island. Pursuant to the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as State Liaison Officer for the State 
of Rhode Island, I hereby nominate the Col. Whitmarsh House for inclusion 
i n the United States National Register of Historic Places. 

The Rhode Island H i s t o r i c a l Preservation Commission and i t s Review 
Board have reviewed t h i s proposed entry and unanimously recommend i t s sub­
mission as a nomination to the National Register. 

Since t h i s property i s expected to be recipient of some of Rhode Island's 
funds from the 1970-1971 National Park Service grant-in-aid program the 
Commission hopes th i s nomination may be processed with the greatest ;̂ pppd. 

Thanking you i n advance. 

Sincerely yours. 

Frederick C. Williamson 
State Liaison Officer 

FCW/evd 
cc: Mrs. G. Downing 

Mr. Snell 

JAN 1 nn 



FEB 18 1971 

y^^,r' 

Mr. Frederick C. Williarason 
Sirsc tor o f Department o f Cosassaaity A f f a i r s 
C . I .C . Bui lding 
289 ?r<M»«nad® Street 

Pxovideiac&f Rliod© I s l a j id 02908 

&«ar Hr. Villiaaeon: 

W« ar© pleased to ief©r» you t^jat the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register ©f Historic 

Places. S®.nators John O- Pa«tor© aM Claiborne F®11 and Rei-eeseiitative 

Robert O. Tieraan are belag infor»ed. A leaflet explaining the National 

Begisfcer i« enelosed for each of the property ovm^trs. Fleasa withhold 

any l u b l i c i t y on this u n t i l you Imve r©c«lved a carbon copy of the 

Congressional correspondeziice. 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Director 

Enclosures 

Entered In the National Register 
f^p 1« 1971 

cc: 
HR 
SMarusin:inm 2/16/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

Whitaarsh (Colonel Micah) House Kent County, Rhode lulmid 

The Joy Boaiestead Providence County, Rhode Island 





Properties add^ to t l ^ Mational Register of Bistorio Places  

MODE ISIAHD 

Hhitraarsh (Colonel Micab) Uouse Kent Couaty, Khode Island 

The Joy Bsmestead Providence Cotmty, Bhode Island 



COLONEL MICAH WHITMARSH HOUSE 
(JOHN REYNOLD HOUSE) (44-71-00006-00). 
East Greenwich, Kent Co. Private (individual) 
ownership. A two-and-one-half-story brick dwell­
ing dating from the 1760's. Repairs to roof, 
brickwork, sash, and windows. $948.00. 


